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 An Academy in The Decus Educational Trust 

 

 
February 2023 

Our new car park  
under construction 

It is a great pleasure to an-
nounce that the monstrous 
carbuncle that was the Green 
Block has been removed from 
the school. No more will staff 
and students be faced with 
teaching and learning in such 
an inadequate building at the 
school. The Green Block was 
meant to be temporary but 
has stood for 15 years! I am 
sure there are some that 
have endearing memories of 

this building but I 
have nothing but 
contempt and I 
am pleased to see 
the new facilities 
already having 
made a consider-
able impact on 
our students.    
The new canteen 
is making good 
progress and I 

hope that this will be 
a fully operational 
facility by the end of 
February. Parents 
should be starting to 
receive communica-
tion regarding the 
new catering opera-
tion and in particular 
signing up to the 
cashless catering be-

fore the end of term.   
Funding for these projects has been through expansion of pu-
pil numbers and should not be conflated with our annual in-
come. Income at the moment is not matching running costs 
and we have not escaped the pressures of underfunding - the 
reason for strike action across the country this term. Whilst 
there has been some disruption to the school through strike 
action, the impact has been manageable compared to some 

other institutions. We were able to stay open for all students 
and disruption centred around individual classes. While no 
teacher wants to strike, the underfunding of schools cannot be 
underestimated. 
As always in this edition you will be able to read about the 
incredibly diverse trips and visits and opportunities that the 
students are able to take part in. This term has seen very fo-
cussed curriculum trips including Geography field work, a the-
atre visit in Drama and a residential trip to Berlin for students 
learning German. Other activities have included a visit to Cam-
bridge University, Poetry Live, a senior music recital and a 
PSHE day. As always these activities would not happen for 
studens without our dedicated teachers going above and be-
yond to provide these them.  
Early next term we look forward to the whole school produc-
tion of ‘Little Shop of Horrors’ over three nights:  

Thursday 16th March,  
Friday,17th March and  
Saturday, 18th March 

 
Tickets available soon!  I look forward to seeing you there. 
MDM 

OUT WITH THE OLD…. 

In—2007 

Out! - January 2023 

Green Block—gone! 
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STAFF NEWS 

HEAD STUDENT REPORT 

CONGRATULATIONS to Mrs Lander and her husband on the 

arrival of their daughter just before Christmas. 

We welcomed Ms Chantelle Riches to the Science Department 

as a teacher of Biology. 

  

Mrs Purdy, KS3 Student Support, has accumulated numerous coats and jackets.  
Despite efforts to locate the owners of these jackets, there are still about 16 of them un-
claimed.  Some of these jackets have been in school since last year. If your son has lost a jacket, please 
contact Mrs Purdy or ask your son to see Mrs Purdy, with details of the coat/jacket including make or 

brand, by the end of February please.  purdya@gravesendgrammar.com 
Please make sure that all items of uniform are named! 

LOST PROPERTY 

Gravesend Grammar School’s annual Challenge of Leadership 
(formerly known as Challenge of Management) event for our 
Year 12 students is running on 12th and 13th of July 2023. We 
are looking for volunteers from different areas of industry to 
facilitate the groups’ progress through the planned tasks dur-
ing the two days.  
The aim of the event is to give our students the opportunity to 
experience tasks they may encounter at university or in the 
workplace and showcase skills including communication, lead-
ership, teamwork, creativity and organisation. 
As a facilitator you will be working with small groups of stu-

dents to encourage and motivate them through prepared  
tasks which they must complete in teams, bringing with you  
your own vision and skills to help oversee students completing 
them. Lunch and refreshments will be provided throughout 
both days. 
This is a fantastic outreach opportunity for any organisation to 
engage with young people and share their expertise to poten-
tial future employees. 
If you would like to get involved or learn more about what 
Challenge of Leadership involves, please contact Charlie 
Cutting on cuttingc@gravesendgrammar.com (01474 331893) 

What a way to start the new year! I hope all students and staff 
had a restful Christmas break and an enjoyable New Year’s 
Day. It’s usually tradition to start the New Year off with resolu-
tions and I hope as a whole school we carry on working hard 
and even surpass where we left it last year. 
In KS4, Miss Lewis and the Head Student Team worked togeth-
er to create ‘Form Captains’ in Year 10—this new role entails 
them meeting with the Head Student Team and Miss Lewis to 
discuss potential ideas thought of by the forms and can be 
implemented to continue improving the school community. 
The first meeting was a success, with healthy attendance and 
lots of ideas being put forward.  
In the Sixth Form, the Girls’ Forum has also started to take off 
with more than 30 members attending the last meeting. The 
Girls’ Forum is a group where girls in the Sixth Form meet up 
and have thoughtful discussion about ways they can improve 

their Sixth Form experience and suggest ideas to smooth the 
transition for future girls joining our school. 
Also, a huge thank you to members of the Sixth Form who 
helped out in the Sixth Form Information Evening, which was a  
great success - it was clearly evident that it was well presented 
and shown off to potential students. To those thinking of join-
ing the Sixth Form, I suggest that you choose subjects that you 
enjoy and are passionate about as this means that you will 
engage well and therefore maximise your experience in Sixth 
Form putting you in a good position for Post 18 options.  
I wish you all a great half term and look forward to seeing you 
after the break. 
 
Olamide Sodeke 
Head Student 
 

GOING—GOING—GONE!! 

The Groundsman’s Hut, the Music and Art Huts—all gone 

WANTED! WANTED! WANTED! 

mailto:cuttingc@gravesendgrammar.com
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MILTON AWARD 

Term 3 - February 2023 - Fracking and On-Court Action 
 
This term has seen two Milton Lectures on the topics of Human Sacri-
fice in the Aztec Empire and Fracking. 
We have seen upwards of 80 students at these lectures and they 
have really enjoyed learning about topics outside of their curriculum. 
The Basketball Academy at GGS, in Years 9 and 10, has been going 
from strength to strength and we now have a number of students 
representing the school, attending Strength and Conditioning ses-
sions before school and excelling on the court. All of the sporting suc-
cesses and participation count towards the Milton Award as it shows 
the dedication and commitment which is vital in life. 
Being part of the community has always been an essential aspect of 
Gravesend Grammar School and we have a huge number of students 
who embody that value. There are several students in Years 9 and 10 
who attend Scouts and Explorers, and whilst there, they contribute by 
teaching younger students and being mentors. This is something that 
they feel helps others and contributes to the community. These 
attributes are essential in life and we are very proud that our students 
go above and beyond to help others in their community.  
EJR 

ON THE SPOT AWARD 

If you don’t climb the mountain, you won’t see the view! 

First  Y7 winners of the Pillar Badges - reward for completing activities from the first  of the School pillars: 
 
Umar Mann - 7L - Hard work; Sam Donnell 7N - Hard Work; Kayden McNamara - 7N Hard Work; Aiden Thomas - 7N  Hard Work 

Lights Camera Action -  
Performing with our visiting 
actor in front of the Y7 Cohort 
  

Future Olympians 
  

Most Merits so far : 
  

Form with most  
merits (Pillar Trophy) 
  

Library Millionaires’ 
Club 

Samuel Donnell, Jude Ryan 
and Freddie Chuter from 7N 
Jeremiah Osei, Ethan Owusu-
Taylor, Tomisin Atoloye , Kel-
vin Owusu and Samuel 
Olatunde from 7L 
  

Jai Sandhu 7P 
Arthur Mor-
gan 7N 
  

Thomas Williamson 7L 
- 42 
Aiden Thomas 7N - 44 
Sam Donnell 7N - 49 
  

7Q - 605 
  

Angad Dhamrait 7Q 
1,338,016 words 
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CAREERS NEWS 

MEDICAL SOCIETY 

If you are interested 
in finding out more 
about Medicine, 
Dentistry, Veterinary 

or other Allied Health Professions then contact Mrs MacMa-
hon to join your year group Medical Society Google Class-
room. macmahonp@gravesendgrammar.com 
Year 13 Update 
This term has mainly been focused on medical school inter-
views for many of us; this either included a panel interview or 
MMI. The former involves a group of experts linked to the 
university primarily asking ques-
tions rather than being task ori-
entated. The MMI (mini multiple 
interview) where there may be 6
-7 stations each lasting around 
10 minutes. This is often pre-

ferred as they give a more accu-
rate representation of each 
candidate. This also means that 
if one station doesn’t go well, 
you can still perform well on 
the whole. Common topics may 
include role play stations, eth-

ics, data calculations etc. The Medical Society has prepared us 
for these interviews by organising mock MMIs and bringing in 
speakers from outside to give us advice on how to ace the 
interview process. The interview I have had so far was a panel 

interview with two professors which was more of a conversa-
tional interview with topics such as the role of a doctor, ethics 
etc being discussed.   
Taran Gill 13HC 
Year 12 Update 
To start the new term, we were very lucky to be joined by four 
former members of GGS Medical Society who were successful 
in gaining places at the following Medical schools: St Andrews, 
Kings College London, Bristol and Brighton and Sussex Medical 
School, so a great variety of experiences and knowledge. 
The former students ran a session with Year 12 students talk-
ing about what it is like to be a medical student. Topics they 
covered were— 
- The application process 
- Life studying Medicine 
- The application timeline 
Year 12 students were able to ask questions and then were 
given a task to complete in small groups facilitated by our four 
visitors. 
A huge thank you to our past members for giving up their time 
to come back to support GGS Medical Society—it is very much 
appreciated by our members. 
Year 11 update 
Year 11 had their first Medical Society meeting in January. We 
looked at the variety of careers to choose from in healthcare, 
the skills and qualities looked for, the importance of gaining 
work experience, to begin to undertake wider reading and 
keeping abreast of health-related issues in the news etc. Stu-
dents were shown the Medic Mentor website -  

The UCAS deadline was 25th 
January and in total we sup-
ported 177 Gravesend Gram-
mar School applicants to sub-
mit their applications on time. 
Already we are hearing news of offers from a wide range of 
University courses across the country. The next step once all 
offers are received will be for students to select a Firm and 
Insurance choice but they have until 8th of June to do this. 
Some Universities will open their accommodation bookings as 
early as February and you can apply for a place at your firm 
choice once you have confirmed this in UCAS Track, so if you 
are decided on your choices it is sensible to update them on 

UCAS as soon as you are 
ready. As always, advice 
and guidance is available 
to all of our Year 13 stu-
dents to discuss their 
offers prior to making a 
final decision. 
The Higher Education & 

Apprenticeship Evening on Thursday 26th January for all Year 
12 students and their parents/carers was well attended. We 
have also shared the handout and presentation to those in 
attendance to give them the opportunity to recap on the de-
tails. Many thanks to our two visiting speakers:  Aniete from 

University of Kent 
and Hayley from 
The Education Peo-
ple. The next event 
in the Year 12 Ca-
reers Programme is 
a visit to the UK 
Universities Search 
Spring Fair at the 
University of Kent 
on Wednesday 26th April. All Year 12 students are recom-
mended to attend so look out for the letter with more details, 
after half term. 
Thank you to all the Year 10 students and their parents who 
have identified a work experience placement and completed 
the Google Form. It is exciting to see the wide variety of work-
place experience that you have planned and I look forward to 
hearing how you all get on. We will be sending our confirma-
tion forms to employers shortly and will be working with the 
small number of students without a placement to make suita-
ble arrangements. Nearer the time, we will provide a work 
experience preparation session and give students their Em-
ployer confirmation details and a diary to record their place-
ment experiences.  
Jenny Douse 
Head of Careers (dousej@gravesendgrammar.com) 
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Rocket Society has always been great fun for us. The underly-
ing physics behind rocketry blows our minds, how these 
launch vehicles can fly in space, in complete absence of air.  
The first lesson was more research-oriented, and then most of 
the lessons after that up until Term 3 have been based around 
water rockets.  
Since Term 3, we have been designing real rockets that are 
powered using rocket motors, which is really fun because they 
can fly much higher and further than water rockets. The 
launch of the first model did not end very well, as the rocket 
was too light which caused the body to flip uncontrollably in 
the air immediately after take-off, but that is what science is 
all about—making discoveries, using previous mistakes to en-

hance and perfect 
future models and 
principles. We are 
experimenting 
with different ma-
terials for rocket 
construction, rang-
ing from alumini-
um cans to card-
board tubes, and 

that really is fun!  
                                                                                                 
Maximilian Selgrad 12RJW 

ROCKET SOCIETY 

https://medicmentor.co.uk/. This is an excellent starting point 
to begin researching health related careers. If interested in 
finding out more sign up for ‘The Medic Mentor Portal’ and 
access a range of FREE resources such as: 
- Get into Medicine/Dentistry/Veterinary Conferences 
- Insight Conferences, run by health care professionals 
- Awards Programmes – Bronze, Silver, Gold 
- Virtual Medical Society 
- Virtual Book Club 
- A range of virtual work experience programmes 

We now have a Year 11 Medical Society Google Classroom for 
those students interested in receiving regular updates. If you 
were not able to attend our January meeting, don’t worry, we 
agreed that a further meeting next term would be useful, look 
out for the notices. 
 
NEW FEATURE! 
By Sharon Nurudeen Yr12 
Each term the publicity team within 
the Medical Society will be looking 
at a different health related profes-
sion.  This term our ‘spotlight’ fea-
ture is looking at careers in….…… 
From general dentists to oral sur-
geons and orthodontists, the range 
in dentistry careers is endless. With the rapid growth and com-
petition in the past few years, applying for a dental school can 
be increasingly difficult since many universities require high A 
level grades, typically 3 As and further UCAT and BMAT admis-
sions tests. This can all be very stressful. 
So why choose dentistry? 
Dentistry is an exceptional career which involves creativity, 
hand skills and communication skills. Additionally, it is im-
mensely rewarding since you gain a strong relationship 
with your patients and colleagues. 

Alongside the high average in-
come, many dentists are able to 
have a work-home life balance, 
which can be very difficult in 
other highly paid jobs. Hence, 
dentistry is an exception-
al career choice which all young 
students should consider. 
Becoming a dentist allows for growth and progression during 
your career. For example, after graduation, dental students 
can choose to go down a non-clinical, managerial role as a 
dental business administrator or could choose to work with 
the government in the army dental corps. Different areas 
available for students to specialise in makes dentistry a field 
for aspiring healthcare workers to find their 
niche. Additionally, it is a growing field, highly competitive and 
a broad career path. 

 

Pathways following a dentistry degree: 
Typical Dentist 
Oral surgeon 
Dental therapist 
Dental hygienist  
Orthodontist 
Periodontist 
Interested in finding out more? 
https://medicmentor.co.uk/dental-live-virtual-work-
experience/ -Online work experience 
https://www.sensu.co.uk/whos-who-in-dentistry/ -wider read-
ing of the pathways  
https://www.nature.com/articles/sj.bdj.2017.617 -why you 
should choose dentistry 
 
Ayman Hameed (12CK) and Aima Hameed (12SGS) 

MEDICAL SOCIETY continued... 

https://medicmentor.co.uk/
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YOUNG WRITERS’ CLUB 

Numbers are everywhere, from our phones and watches to 
calendars, prices, temperature...  
Integer stories inspired by numbers  - this was the topic for 
our Young Writers to submit their entries for potential publi-
cation in the Young Writers’ book for this year.  As well as an 
Award and a £100 National Book Token for the School, the five 
best entries nationally could each win £50!  Students who will 
have their work published include: 
Aiden Morrison - Y8 
Ayodimeji Oni - Y8 

Eric Zamfirescu - Y7 
Guy Partridge - Y9 
Jesse Rose - Y7 
Rowan Syce - Y7 
Samuel Olatunde - Y7 
Tarran Photay - Y9 
Watch out for details of this year’s Readathon organised by 
Miss Lilley and Mr Bruce and will take place in March for both 
Year 7 and 8. 
EC-L 

At the start of the 
term we saw several 
new members join 
the Society and 
some of the Year 
13s  move on so we 
have held fresh elec-
tions for a new Lead-

ership team including Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, Publicity 
Manager, Programme Manager and Website Manager. We 
look forward to launching the newly developed Engineering 
Society website next term.  
This term the society have been continuing to work in groups 
to develop their projects to “Beat the Best”. Some sessions 
have been interrupted by other school events but we are now 
looking to enter the projects into a national competition for 

Engineering ideas. The Big Bang Compe-
tition offers a fantastic opportunity for 
young people to win amazing prizes in 
recognition for their hard work. When 
you enter the competition you Enter 
the Big Bang Project Gallery , and share 
your project with the world! Prizes range 
from generous cash prizes to prestigious 
titles, and may change a bit from year to year. 
The final session was with the Year 13 Engineers and we took 
the opportunity discuss University choices including what fac-
tors to consider and how universities respond on results day. 
We also looked at opportunities for work experience to en-
hance future internship and job applications. 
Mrs Douse 
Head of Careers and Staff Lead for the Engineering Society 

ENGINEERING SOCIETY 

MATHS CHALLENGE 

The lockers at a school are labelled consecutively starting with locker number one.  
The labels cost 50p for each digit.  The total cost for all the digits that are needed is 
equal to the number of lockers.   

How many lockers are there? 

Solution on  back page. 

A bit of nostalgia for everyone. Friday, 10th February saw the 
last ever lunch service in the old canteen.  Some of you will 
have your own memories of the building. The canteen was 
probably not fit for purpose 25 years ago, never mind for a 
modern school with 1400 pupils but our Catering Team always 
produced some phenomenal food - who can forget pie day? 
We very much look forward to moving into our new facility 
after half term but will remember our old canteen fondly! 
This building will be demolished next month.  
The old Drama, Music, Art, Science labs and Groundsmen's 

huts at the Pine Avenue end of our site have also 
been razed to the ground to make way for new 
facilities.  
Our picture (left) shows some of our Canteen la-
dies, whilst sad to say goodbye, who are looking 
forward to serving current and future students in 
our exciting new facility. 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT! 

https://www.thebigbang.org.uk/the-big-bang-competition/the-big-bang-project-gallery/
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Free School Meals 
If your child is not currently eligible for free school meals or 
you are waiting for a benefit application to be approved and 
need food and supplies urgently, please contact Kent Support 
and Assistant Service.  If your child is under 19 and in full-time  

 
education, and you receive certain benefits, you may be able 
to get free school meals.  Apply online at  
https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/kent/ 
 

COST OF LIVING CRISIS 

https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/debt-and-money/get-help-with-the-cost-of-living 
https://www.warmwelcome.uk/ 
https://helpforhouseholds.campaign.gov.uk/ 
https://www.gravesham.gov.uk/cost-living/cost-living-useful-contacts 
https://www.turn2us.org.uk/Your-Situation/Cost-of-Living 

In the staff briefings on Friday afternoons, staff share well-
being inspiration, stories, factual knowledge or evidence-
based interventions that can aid health well-being.  This is one 
of this term’s highlights -  
LIGHT 
Light can penetrate our skin it can be absorbed by our eyes 
and translated into electrical and hormonal signals in our 
brains and body. Light can even change the genes that the cell 
of the body expresses.  
UVB light (mainly from the sun) regulates our hormones; it 
regulates us!  
It sets our circadian rhythm and controls the amount and how 
deeply we sleep.  
It is essential to use light to aid our well-being and happiness - 
in fact, it underpins everything!!  
It is important to get sunlight as soon as you wake (specifically 
UVB light directly from the sun) - looking at the sun through 
the window or artificial light is not the same—GET UP AND 
GET OUTSIDE!! 

View sunlight for 5-10 minutes depending on cloud cover in 
the first 60-90 minutes after waking—this positively affects 
mood and focus during the day and quality of sleep at night.  

• It sets our circadian rhythm and helps us wake up - it shuts 
down melatonin release which is the hormone that makes 
us tired and initiates sleep;  

• It causes the release of testosterone and oestrogen;  

• It starts your metabolism and increases weight loss; 

• It releases dopamine so that you are motivated and ener-
gised for the day; 

• It increases mood and immune function.  
However: 

• You need to avoid bright light at night as this negatively 
affects the dopamine circuit of the brain - which can en-
hance depression and weight gain.  

• You should also avoid or reduce bright lights (overhead 
lights, screens, vanity lights) at night as you need melatonin 
to help you fall and stay asleep.  

SET 

A reminder that the PIPA Trial will be closing to recruitment at the end of March.  Please see 
the trial’s Twitter account (@PIPATrialWCTU)and Facebook page (PIPA Mental Health Trial) 
for more information. 

REMINDER 

On Friday 3rd, Wednesday 8th and Thursday 9th February we 
were introduced to Martin, an inspirational and motivational 
speaker from the art of brilliance, who spoke to us about how 
to bring out the best in ourselves and others. These hour-long 
sessions included the ways in which we can stretch ourselves 
and sometimes step out of our comfort zones; we were also 
brought into a world of self belief and how to truly bring the 
most positivity into our community, and how to be the top 2% 

of ourselves. Martin created a fun atmosphere in which he 
taught how we can improve our self esteem, and how we can 
become better versions of ourselves, through fun and interac-
tive activities. An example of this would be when he brought 
my good friend Jack Reeve (10D) onto the stage, and through 
an activity where he and I went through both his past and fu-
ture, put across the idea that we cannot control decisions 
from the past, but our current actions can dictate our future, 
and that we should strive to be the best possible version of 
ourselves. Overall it has been a brilliant experience and I’m 
looking forward to having another talk next term. 
Jude Stonehouse 10H  

THE ART OF BRILLIANCE 

https://twitter.com/PIPATrialWCTU
https://www.facebook.com/PIPATrial?hc_ref=ARR1fAqpctQVI76jyEpR7WDojijuboskFsLed4tiE2KaOPbVHiaDoK1xQIAP-6fCQNY&fref=nf&__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARC7OCSQ8Tb41ImbAdl9An352Qv5r13Lh0vt8BF4Gcu4fs97gv3EUqRZAiWGU7cjzp8XB4407eIq5pcwNAogPU0qx3lFBZLadTehb3BK7mmcFm3qQZ_v-K5kSJy
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Flatford Mill Residential Fieldtrip with the  
A Level Geographers (30 Jan – 1 Feb 2023) 
The Geography Department is pleased to share news of a very 
successful A Level residential fieldtrip to Flatford Mill. Mr Jes-
son, Mrs Tremain and Mr Foster accompanied the two A Level 
classes and the pupils had the opportunity to practice col-
lecting a range of data, studying examples of some of the hu-
man and physical geographical features and processes studied 
in lessons. 
This educational experience offers the pupils the perfect blend 
of classroom-based learning and practical data collection ac-
tivities. Fieldwork is an essential ingredient of geography be-
cause it provides a 'real-world' opportunity for pupils to devel-
op and extend their geographical thinking; adding value to 
their classroom experiences and this trip delivers in all as-
pects. The dedicated tutoring team at the centre prepare re-
sources that are relevant to the Edexcel A Level course re-
quirements and the expertise of the GGS staff is evident in all 
aspects of their delivery. Indeed, the enthusiasm of all in-
volved has contributed to another invaluable educational trip. 
Having arrived at the Field Study Centre on Monday morning, 
the group dropped off their luggage and took part in their first 
classroom-based session before jumping back onto the mini 
buses and heading to Ipswich. The focus of the afternoon was  
to investigate the reasons why the settlement has suffered 
decline as a result of economic, social and environmental fac-
tors. The pupils explored the issues leading to a need for re-
generation and were able to reflect on the success of the ap-
proaches seen. Whilst in Ipswich, the pupils spoke to members 
of the public, collecting a range of qualitative and quantitative 
data, reflecting on whether the process of regeneration had 
impacted the waterfront. The afternoon study session that 
followed, gave the group the chance to discuss the methodol-
ogies and sampling strategies used and encouraged them to 
begin to evaluate both. 
Many of the pupils found the coastal investigation at Walton-
on-the-Naze especially interesting and a number of the group 
are now considering a physical focus to their Non-exam as-
sessment (NEA) Independent Investigation. The pupils were 

particularly 
interested in 
the different 
data collec-
tion tech-
niques they 
used, which 
included 
studying 
infiltration 
rates, sedi-
mentation 
characteris-

tics, beach gradient and the effectiveness of management 
strategies at the coast. 
Wednesday morning provided the chance to consider the con-
cept of place, sense of place, representation and perception of 
a settlement and the pupils were able to use new sampling 
techniques in Dedham before heading back to school on 

Wednesday afternoon. 
 
Fieldwork trips are always most useful when the pupils fully 
participate in the activities and our group certainly did that! 
Their teamwork and attention to detail will provide them with 
a strong foundation for their NEA work. The pupils were a 
credit to the school and enthusiastically shared tales of their 
experiences on their return. 
 
The Geography Department  

 

GEOGRAPHY FIELD TRIP 

Year 12 geographers collecting their data in glorious 
sunshine at Walton on the Naze. Only three fossilised 
shark teeth, as well as lots of data on beach profiles, 

infiltration rates and sediment size analysis.  
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On Thursday 9 February 2023, 30 year 13 Geographers and 
three GGS teaching staff undertook an investigation of Regen-
eration in Gravesend in collaboration with members of staff 
from Gravesham Borough Council.  
Assistant Directors for Regeneration and Town Planning – Tom 
Reynolds and Wendy Lane from Gravesham Borough Council, 
offered a thoroughly insightful talk about Regeneration in 

Gravesend, and 
its strategic im-
portance to 
North Kent in an 
hour-long semi-
nar at the Wood-
ville Hall’s Coun-
cil Chambers (see 
photos).  The talk 
the national and 
regional agenda 
of regeneration 
in the Thames 

Gateway, with regard to the roles of different stakeholders, 
and how Gravesend might fit into this as a potential priority 
area for community-led regeneration given the challenging 
socio-economic background of the borough, and the complexi-
ty of allocating space for regeneration through careful plan-
ning and consultation in what is also regarded as an under-
developed heritage area. Therefore, this offered a great op-
portunity to develop real life understanding of a local case 
study, pertinent to our objectives of preparing for the A-level 
exams this summer.  
Following this, a 
walking tour pro-
vided a great op-
portunity to visu-
alise the regener-
ation projects in 
progress, led by 
Tom Reynolds. 
Discussion fo-
cussed on the 
vision for Graves-
end's future and 
how regeneration could be made a success. Our students had 
a chance to look at a range of new projects and plans for 
Gravesend including repurposing and regeneration of the His-
toric Central Gravesend Pier which has recently been pur-

chased by Uber Boats 
and Thames Clippers, 
who are trialling a new 
fast service to connect 
Gravesend to London 
Bridge and beyond 
along the river through 
a fast ferry service (see 
photos). Next to this 
site in the brownfield 
site of what was the 
Queen Street car park, 

now the building site 
of ‘The Charter’ 
housing develop-
ment. This is the first 
of a series of new 
developments being 
prepared for the 
central and east 
(Milton) waterfront 
areas with this pro-
ject creating 242 

new apartments with a target of 40% being taken up by priori-
ty existing residents of Gravesham and the rest being open 
market (see photos). The aim is to kickstart and stimulate re-
generation and growth of socio-economically sustainable com-
munities in Gravesend, by improving and connecting a range 
of spaces, and offering 
first class new transport 
solutions. The group 
then moved on to look 
at the waterfront 
around Milton and the 
vision for this area’s 
future including the 
green space of the Riv-
erside Park which could 
be invigorated alongside it. A lot of heated discussion and de-
bate revolved around the extent to which these green spaces 
could be better utilised (see photos). 

It was felt 
there is 
plenty of 
opportuni-
ty for fu-
ture co-
horts of 
students 
to be im-
mersed in 
a similar 
day's 
learning 
about lo-
cal regen-

eration. Our council colleagues and ourselves found the dis-
cussions throughout the day mutually beneficial, and we will 
think of better ways for our students to provide feedback 
about the qualities of Gravesend as a place and to contribute 
towards the future planning and regeneration objectives of 
our town.  We would like to express our huge gratitude to 
Tom Reynolds (Assistant Director for Strategic Regeneration) 
and Wendy Lane (Assistant Director for Planning) for facili-
tating a highly informative, successful and enjoyable learning 
experience for our pupils. 
 
Dr Wood/Mr Jesson/Mrs Shutt 
 

YEAR 13 GRAVESHAM REGENERATION DAY 

Milton Waterfront 

The Charter 

Woodville Chamber 

The Pier 

The Parade 



 

 Gravesend Grammar School                                                                           Respect, Friendship, Hard Work, Exploration  February 2023 

 
Page 10 

In early December a group of twenty three students and 
teachers went to Paris for a weekend away in one of Europe’s 
most renowned capitals. It was an early start for us to get a 

train into London in time for 
the Eurostar, and so from the 
beginning the majority of us 
were quite exhausted. The 
journey itself took around two 
and a half hours, giving us 
ample time to get some sleep. 
When we arrived in Paris we 
were straight onto the Metro 
- my first encounter with this 
huge and complex network of 
multicoloured maps and tiled 
tunnels. The Metro was prob-
ably why the trip felt like it 
went so fast, it being a swift 
and highly efficient system; I 

personally found the rapid movement of it all quite exhila-
rating. After dropping off our luggage we headed further into 
Paris to visit the Jean Moulin Resistance Museum and the Cat-
acombs - both filled to the brim with French history. That night 
we were hosted by a friend of Miss Lewis’ who had made a 
quiz for our group and served us some traditional Alpine 
tartiflette - thank you to them for giving us such a warm wel-
come. 
The next day, having settled into our hotel in the south-east of 
the city, we set off around its seemingly endless maze of 
boulevards and bridges, squares and parks quietly tucked 
away amongst its avenues and alleyways. Paris’ famous boule-
vards were planned and built as part of Georges-Eugène 
Haussmann’s renovation of the city as commissioned by Em-

peror Napoleon II. 
This modernised 
the city and re-
placed its Medie-
val streets with 
the bright, open 
boulevards we 
know today. We 
soon made our 
way around Place 
de la Concorde 
where the guillo-

tine had been set up, and through the gardens and archways 
of the famous Palais du Louvre. Eventually, after walking for 
some time in the biting cold, we came to the Conservatoire 
National des Arts et Métiers - a museum overflowing with ar-
tefacts involved in the development of science and technolo-
gy. We then walked to Montmartre with its famous steps and 
had some time before dinner to explore the ancient hilltop 
town. My favourite part of the trip was when two friends and I 
accidently sat in on an evening mass in Sacré-Coeur Basilica, 
an awe inspiring Catholic church built to honour the dead after 
France’s humiliating defeat in the 1871-1872 Franco-Prussian 
War. It is an astoundingly beautiful monument tinged with a 
melancholy tone in its imperious domes, steeples and statues 

shown in the photo. After din-
ner we went as quickly as possi-
ble all the way to the other side 
of the city to see the Eiffel 
Tower’s lights turn on and 
glitter over Paris (Miss Lewis 
had found a particularly good 
spot on a bridge to get the best 
view). A spectacular sight! 
On our third and final day in 
Paris we walked beneath the 
Eiffel Tower on our way to get 
on a boat tour up the Seine River, which went past many fa-
mous buildings like Notre-Dame and the Institute of France. 
Afterwards we worked our way across the city, enjoying as 

many of its great townhouses 
and department stores as we 
could. By the late afternoon we 
had collected our cases from the 
hotel in Bastille and taken the 
Metro once again to Gare du 
Nord to catch the Eurostar home 
- our whirlwind of a weekend 
had come to an end. I am more 
than glad to have been given the 
opportunity to explore such a 
vibrant and diverse city as Paris. 
We students who attended are 
very grateful to the staff who 

looked after us over the three days and arranged our trip: Miss 
Lewis, Miss Pasini and Mr Chapelard - we hope you enjoyed it 
just as much as us.  

Theo Li 11T 
 

PARIS 
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ART 

Students in Year 12 have been working on their thematic project, using the theme of jour-
neys as a starting point for painting, collage, textile work and printmaking. The students 
will be developing their own independent pieces to exhibit at an exhibition later in the 
year and we will again invite parents, staff and students to an evening to create a commu-
nity art piece with the students to exhibit at the exhibition. We are very proud of the stun-
ning work our Year 12 students are making - pictured are some pieces in progress showing 
the range of responses to the theme so far.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 8 have been producing some fantastic 
work for their current Architecture project. 
They have been learning how to draw using 1 
point and 2 point perspective, along with 
learning about how architects design build-
ings. They are currently designing their own 
buildings with their favourite subjects and 
activities in mind. We have observatories, 
sports centres, music blocks and arts centres 
being designed and we are very excited to 
announce that we will be running a competi-
tion in Term 4 for the best design drawings 
and scale models made by the students. Pic-
tured are a few images of their early work 
learning how to draw complicated modern 
architecture in 2 point perspective. We are 
really proud of their efforts so far and are 
looking forward to sharing the work they cre-
ate and the results of the competition in Term 4.  
 

Year 7 are busy preparing their final pieces for the ‘Me Myself and Eye’ project, which brings together their personal interests, 
observational drawing and colour theory work with the wet on wet watercolour painting technique. We are delighted with the 
progress they have made and are excited to be able to share the work with parents, students and staff in the exhibition we will 
hold during Term 4. Here are a few images of their work in progress, before they paint the iris using watercolour.  
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LIBRARY NEWS 

2023 kicked off with the second session of Star Testing in the 
library. This is part of the Renaissance Learning programme 
which identifies a student’s reading age and we carry out four 
Star Tests per academic year, September, January, April and 
the final in June for the end of year reports. For the majority 
of students there has been an increase of reading age but it 
shows that those who aren’t reading have slipped backwards.  
Please support us by encouraging your son to read for 20 
minutes a day.  

We have created some new bookmarks for 
the boys with reminders of the benefits of 
reading, and don’t underestimate the won-
ders reading does for mental health.  
Emails were sent out to all Year 8 parents and 
guardians regarding our new literacy pro-
gramme, Bedrock.  
Students have to complete 20 points a week. 
They can use their library lesson for one ses-
sion and the following week they will com-
plete their session as homework. Parents and 
guardians should have received login details 
where they can access the account and check 
to see if any work still needs to be completed. 
You will receive a weekly email indicating the 
progress of your child. Please login to your 

child’s account. 
In other news, we have been 
temporarily moved out of the 
library for a fortnight whilst 
work is taking place in the roof. 
Room 300 is our new base and I 
have selected plenty of books. 
Some new ones, some old fa-
vourites and some of the most 
popular titles too.  

We have reviewed some books this 
term: The Light Thieves by Helena 
Duggan which proved very popular 
and Witchstorm by Tim Tilley, another 
hit with our review team. We have 
some Upper School students review-
ing Tutankhamun by Garry J Shaw and 
we have just won the pitch for anoth-
er 14+ fiction title, Promise Boys by 
Nick Brooks. 

Many students don’t recognise the importance of reading and 
tend to shirk away from any kind of book. I wanted to remind 
them that, no matter what their choice will be after GCSEs, at 
some point in their future, they will all be entering the work-

place. I found an interesting graph which shows that numera-
cy and literacy are one of the most important factors busi-
nesses use when recruiting school or college leavers. 

 
Source: CBI EDUCATING FOR THE MODERN WORLD November 2018 

 
I hope you find some time to read over the half term, below is 
a list of the most popular books this term for the Year 7s and 
8s. 

New Books to the Library 
Lower School 
Skandar and the Unicorn Thief by AF Steadman 
World Cup Special by Matt and Tom Oldfield (Ultimate Foot-
ball Heroes collection) 
Toto the ninja cat and the legend of the wildcat by Dermot 
O’Leary 
Heartstopper series by Alice Osman 
Upper school 
The 100 by Kass Morgan 
There’s Someone Inside Your House by Stephanie Perkins 
Floored. When Seven Lives Collide by various authors 
There Will Be Lies by Nick Lake 
 
Adult Good Reads recommended by GGS Staff 
Oh William! by Elizabeth Strout  
The Marriage Portrait by Maggie O’Farrell  
Just Like You by Nick Hornby 
Lessons in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus 
The Thursday Murder Club by Richard Osman 
 
Mrs Weekes 
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YEAR 11 POETRY 

Statues - Theo Li 
Amongst the shrubs and trees 

Perch the potter’s lament and sorrow  
Adorned with gowns of marble and stone, 

Staring emptily toward the morrow. 
The fountain’s cold lips shining 

Prick the flowing spring with light— 
Rusted bronze gasping for air 

Reaching out, crying, choking.  
Shadows of artists chiselled on the dark 
Behind the embrace of the willow tree; 

Now they’re dead and cast in clay 
With only their vessels left to see. 

 
Across the glittering pond of tears 
The lady strides, yet to no end — 

Her chilling heels bound to the ground, 
On a spot her maker found. 

Hellenisms and Romans rest on the wall 
Neatly glancing into the wind; 

Through the valley and over the hill 
Peer empty windows without eyes to fill. 

But their sculptor left that garden 
Many moons before the last, 

Guarded by the sphinx, all worn  
By the water of hearts deeply torn. 

But amongst the shrubs trees 
The memories still live 

In shattered smiles and broken hair 
Flowing in the cold, midnight air. 

The Others - Noah Aqlan 
How is it that you only cry 

For people here who die nearby? 
Yet look with such indifferent eyes 
At lives who yonder halt betimes 

In parched, unsightly, barren land, 
Where lays a desperate child’s hand 

Outstretched — 
 

How is it that you dare to shrug 
At those who see their loved ones dug? 
Lined in dull ranks, their lives are lugged 

To eyes of yours, heartstrings not tugged. 
In savage wars stay men who cry, 

Men who die with their arms up-tied, 
But Outstretched — 

 
How is it that you do but sigh? 
When if here it would horrify; 

When aircraft fly and drop nearby 
As war’s whispers reach here and try 

To act with brawn and maledict  
You all, who yawn at such conflict 

Outstretched — 

POETRY LIVE 

Following a frustratingly slow 
coach journey into London due 
to the rail strikes, Year 11 could 
have been forgiven on arrival at 
the Dominion Theatre in London 
for thinking they were going to 
see Dirty Dancing rather than 
Poetry Live!  With no Dirty Danc-
ing matinees on a Friday, the 
Dominion Theatre had become 
the home for Poetry Live, an 
event designed to help GCSE Eng-
lish students revise for their 
forthcoming exams. 

Poet, Daljit Nagra—Professor of Creative Writing at Brunel 
University and Chair of the Royal Society of Literature—began 
proceedings by reading his poems, to be swiftly followed by 
current Poet Laureate, Simon Armitage, Professor of Poetry at 
the University of Leeds, who not only read his poems but took 
questions from the audience about the rationale for his poems 
and spoke about his duties as Poet Laureate—who knew he 
will receive 800 bottles of Spanish wine during his ten year 
tenure! 
Tony Childs, a current examiner of English Literature, then 
gave the first of two sessions with guidance about what exam-
iners look for in answers and tips on how best to answer ques-
tions, especially on Unseen Poems, to get those extra vital 
marks.  

Imtiaz Dharker, Chancellor of Newcastle University, then read 
her poems and told us a little of her upbringing and its influ-
ence on her poetry, along with her other talents of artist and 
video film-maker.  Carol Ann Duffy, Poet Laureate between 
2009 and 2019, delivered her poems and spoke about how 
she writes her poetry and in particular how she came to write 
‘War Photogra-
pher’ following 
meeting a sol-
dier of war and 
the impact the 
meeting had on 
her. 
Holder of the 
Queen’s Gold 
Medal for Poet-
ry, the charis-
matic John 
Agard read his poems ‘Checking Out Me History’ and ‘Half-
Caste’.  His reading of these poems captured everyone’s imag-
ination and finished to enthusiastic applause. 
All too soon, it was time to leave but there was another frus-
tratingly slow and even longer journey home to endure.  
Hopefully this event will have given students some useful in-
formation on how to ensure they achieve the best grades they 
can in the summer.  Good luck! 
HJH 
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DRAMA 

This term we have had some exciting events including a visit 
from Gary Cordice, a professional actor who performed his 
one man show, ‘Mislike me not’.  Our Year 7 students thor-
oughly enjoyed the performance and we even had a few stu-
dents join Gary on stage to help with his performance. Gary 
was very impressed with the talent of the Year 7 and Year 11 
students who were involved in the performance.    

Our Year 7 students interviewed 
Gary about his life as an actor.  
What was your first professional 
experience? 
I started in the 80s and my first 
professional show was a musical 
called Starlight Express, which 
many of you probably won’t know, 
but it was on roller skates and I was 
about 18 or 19.  However, in school 
I was encouraged to perform—I 
could sing, dance and act. I was 

encouraged in sixth form to perform and it’s always been in 
my blood to be a performer.  
What was your favourite show you have been in?  
Well it has to be Starlight Express as it was my first show and I 
was in it for four years.  There were many shows, day in and 
day out, so I learnt a lot, that was my favourite one. But I think 
my favourite challenge was when I played Prospero. There 
were so many lines to learn, and you wonder are you going to 
be able to learn it—but I did and I was very proud of that 
Shakespeare play (The Tempest).  
How do you come up with ideas for your own plays?  
Well, it starts with one word; it starts with an idea. For me I 
like stories that start with the truth, and when I found out 
about the story of Samuel, I was inspired to begin the journey 
of writing it. The funny thing was that it took me several years 
to get my head around the whole thing. I was working and 
doing other things. It comes from an idea which you have to 
make sure you start to write; it may not all come at once.  
Some writers are very good at sitting at their desk every day 
for 3-4 hours but I am not like that. I will write a few ideas and 
then I’ll leave it, then I will think about it and other ideas for-
mulate and come to me and it attaches itself to what I have 
already done and I build upon that.  The idea can come from 
history or just an idea that you have.  It can be fact or fiction 
and when you deal with the truth you can play around with it 
a bit more and I like to do that.  
Did you face racism when you started acting like your char-
acter Samuel, and if you did, how did it feel?  
There was always a sense of racism in the business but I never 
dwelt on that, as funny as that sounds. So if I went to an audi-
tion and I didn’t get it, it wasn't because I was black, I just saw 

that I didn't get it as they had someone in mind for it. I think 
for me the challenges were to do with the roles that I might 
get, for example Prospero. Prospero was a role I did for a long 
time and it was always traditionally done by old white men, so 
when I landed that role I thought ‘how will they accept me’, a 
black Prospero? I am not saying I am the only one but person-
ally it was something I had to look at and then I realised that 
whatever you do it is always down to you as a person.   When-
ever I do something I never look at my race, because it is so 
easy to do that. But we are talking about the arts and the arts 
are for everyone and no one should be excluded or barred if 
they've got a talent.  So racism, although it does exist it, never 

stopped me from being who 
I wanted to be, never.      
 
Thank you to all of our students 
who asked really great questions. 
Also I would like to say a massive 
thank you to our technical team 
who did a brilliant job of setting 
up and running the lighting and 
sound for the performance, well 
done guys!  
CG-C 
 

After the brilliant performance by Gary we ran a whole year 
group competition. The Year 7 students created a 500 word 
review based on the performance they saw and we had so 
many entries. The winner of the competition was Jai Sandhu 
and below is the winning review.  
Mislike Me Not Review  by Jai Sandhu 7P 
This pantomime inspired me because I like the fact that a col-
oured man fights for his dream through all the racism, dis-
crimination and prejudicial behaviours that have been stacked 
on his shoulders. His courageous abilities of being able to push 
and battle through these hardships and making himself clear 
that he can always improve and achieve anything, I believe we 
at GGS should all use as a role model for our community.  
The way the main character experiences all of the disgusting 
behaviour in America (even I was disgusted). When a talented 
black man gets abused, I felt horrible and guilty about why 
people did not do anything about this in history, and it makes 
me wonder why was our world like this and what could have 
life been without the bigotry that haunt our pasts. 
He talks about his love for writing. For example, he worked 
hard to get tuition or help with work and he had a positive 
attitude towards everything he wanted to achieve. He doesn’t 
only pick out the main characters, he talks about the im-
portant character we probably would have turned a blind eye 
to. In the novel Romeo and Juliet, he depicts the nurse as the 
most important character in the stories as she saves lives. He 
concludes by saying stories are not only made by main charac-
ters but made up from all the scenes’ characters. 
During the period of success, it is the opportunities he creates 
and the new challenges he jumps at;  he looks at his failures as 
a chance to learn and improve his talents. He uses this and 
gains the theatre for four weeks. He perseveres and challeng-
es himself to learn all of the lines in under four weeks to 
Othello. He amazes the local white population because they 
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had low expectations from a black man. However he far sur-
passed all expectations and gained respect from everyone in 
the crowd which I personally believe and all my family certain 
believe, is the most important and inspirational piece of thea-
tre we have ever heard and we have talked about it for days.  
Over the dinner table we have had debates and discussions 
about how wonderfully he stands up for his race (if only every-
one would do this). 
With his expertise in acting, a benefactor arranged a time for 
him to perform in London, in Covent Garden at the Olympia 
Theatre—this was especially amazing coming from abusive 
America (Philadelphia) to achieving his lifelong dream to be-
come an actor. This really helps me to believe as a someone of  
Indian heritage,  I can achieve expectations and look beyond 
the bigotry, racism and discrimination to a point where people 
are amazed. This man will never know but he made me feel 
like I can achieve anything in my so far short but cheery life 
time. He really is one of my many role models due to all these 
reasons and I would recommend to anyone to experience this 
pantomime—it was extraordinary (Mrs Rathore— it was 
worth the £1.65!). 
 

The Crucible 
The Year 9 and 10 
Drama students 
had an opportunity 
to see the National 
Theatre’s live 
streaming event of 
‘The Crucible’ by 
Arthur Miller. The 

students enjoyed the technically advanced performance.  
Review by Frederick Peirce-Howe Year 10  
Timeless, captivating and intriguing. These are but three of the 
words that I would use to describe the National Theatre’s re-
imaging of Arthur Miller’s play ‘The Crucible’. 
The opening act of the play established all of our main players 
for this story, Abigail is presented to us as an antagonist in a 
timid and cowardly way, her actions across the whole of the 
production present a picture of a paranoid and frantic girl 
whose lying brings the entire town of Salem to a point of ruin.  
These values are juxtaposed with those of John Proctor; he is 
committed to his family and he works throughout the play as 
the voice of the audience, attempting to show the people of 
Salem the ugly truth of Abigail's scheme, but Proctor is not 
without his flaws, the spectre of his affair with Abigail stands 
over his shoulder for the first act as his lingering softness for 
Abigail conflicts with his conviction to expose her lies. By the 
end of the play the town of Salem and its theocratic institu-
tions have taken everything from him and his final act of rebel-
lion comes with him tearing the written confession that 
would’ve saved his life. 
And that ties into one of the reasons why this play is brilliant, 
not just this version but all versions. Its message speaks out 
against the institutions of power which create hysteria and 
superstition among the people, leading to people’s lives being 
damaged and that idea can be presented in any time period, 
whether that’s 1950s McCarthyism or 1692 Salem Witch 
Hunts. 

This descent into darkness and hopelessness is presented in a 
symbolic way by the ceiling of light, which slowly dims as the 
play goes on, until we are brought into the cell of John Proc-
tor, where the light is completely out and this tells us how the 
play will end, even before the final bow. The design of the set  
is immaculate in itself, with the use of rain between scenes 
and the set design being minimalist in nature but still gives us 
enough to work with so we can understand the setting, This is 
coupled with the occasional presence of the girls as viewers to 
the events of the play, like a chorus in masks in a Greek trage-
dy. 
All of these plot points are able to be presented through the 
incredible performances. 
Erin Doherty’s performance as Abigail perfectly portrays the 
wild hysteria and paranoia of her character and that sense of 

hysteria is spread to the 
other young girls, dur-
ing the senses where 
the girls are “seeing 
spirits” the wild hysteria 
and fear is portrayed in 
a way that is incredibly 
terrifying and mesmer-
ising. Brendan Cowell as 

John Proctor delivers a tormented and determined man who 
will stop at noth-
ing to get his 
wife back. His 
line “God damns 
our kind espe-
cially and all will 
burn” is filled 
with pain and 
conviction and 
speaks true to 
Proctor’s charac-
ter.  
To conclude, in all areas, the crucible revives Miller’s story of 
superstition and hysteria in a modern adaptation which stays 
faithful to the original as well as utilising modern set design 
and engineering coupled with excellent acting.  
This was definitely a worthy viewing. 5/5  
 
The School musical dates 
have been changed due to 
ongoing building works 
and improvements to the 
school roof. The new dates 
for the School musical are 
Thursday 16th, Friday, 
17th and Saturday, 18th 
March. Please check your 
email as information re-
garding purchasing tickets 
will soon be made availa-
ble. The rehearsals are 
going well and students 
have been working very 
hard to create a fantastic 
show. CG-C 
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARDS 

CCF 

This term has seen cadets work through more of the theoretical content and many have gained promotion to the rank of Junior 
and Ordinary Cadets so are now wearing red epaulettes with one or two red stars. They have been working hard. 
The more senior cadets are busy planning lessons with the intention of delivering sessions to the newer cadets after half term. 
The more junior cadets are also busy planning practical leadership tasks and hopefully they will be running these sessions after 
half term as well. 
Cadets have been inspected recently in terms of their kit and we were very impressed with the standard of their preparation. 
Cadets had polished their boots, shaped and moulded their berets and ironed their shirts and trousers.  CNW  

Term 3 Update 
Bronze DofE (Year 9) 
The Year 9 Bronze DofE participants have been attending after 
school training sessions this term, in preparation for their 
Practice and Qualifying Expeditions. Specifically, they have 
learnt: 

• Navigation: identifying Ordnance Survey map features and 
symbols, grid references, scale of the map, how to plan a 
route (considering walking speed, breaks, direction of travel 
and escape routes) 

• Planning a meal: daily calorie intake, good vs. bad camping 
food items, emergency rations, good vs. bad food packaging 

In Term 4, the participants will be learning about first aid, 
pitching tents, cooking a practice meal on a Trangia cooker, 
and of course planning the route for their Practice Expedition.  
Thank you to Mr Berry, Mr Humphrey and Mr Parrott for their 
continued contributions in the weekly sessions this term. 
Silver DofE (Year 10) 
A total of 15 participants have signed up to the Silver DofE this 
year: 
 

 
 

In the next few weeks, they will be following the Silver DofE 
syllabus, with the aim of planning for their Practice Expedition 
in May and Qualifying Expedition in September. 
Gold DofE (Year 12) 
A number of Year 12 students have just started their journey 
to complete their Practice and Qualifying Expeditions this year. 
More information to come in the next edition of the news-
letter. 
KKP 

Umar Ahmad 10D David Amadi 10S Monty Ferrara 10F 

Stanley Goodwin  
10C 

Archie Hill  
10D 

Daniel Hofford 
10D 

Pawel Mackinlay 10D Dylan Murphy 10D Malik Noon 10F 

Pawar Karum  
10D 

Lewis Prowse  
10T 

Jack Robertson 
10C 

Manav Sahni  
10T 

Badar Siddique 
10T 

Daniel Wight  
10D 

DUNGEONS & DRAGONS 
For this term’s bulletin the club 
thought it would be useful to high-
light Dungeons & Dragons in other 
media. The game has been played for 
decades and has been influential on 
lots of famous actors, musicians and 

more. Famous DnDers include: Dan Harmon (Rick & Morty); 
Jon Favreau (Director - MCU); David Benioff & DB Weiss 
(Game of Thrones); and Vin Diesel (Actor) with the hobby 
helping them as a creative outlet. 
The game has been featured directly in a variety of different 
TV shows such as Stranger Things, Buffy the Vampire Slayer, 
The Simpsons, Big Bang Theory, Community and Gravity Falls. 
Additionally there are references to the game, its characters 
and monsters throughout popular culture - especially within 
gaming. With the forthcoming release of the new film Dun-
geons & Dragons: Honour Among Thieves releasing at the end 
of March we expect increased interest and plenty of new  

 
members. If you’re interested, come and try the game for 
yourselves after school on Thursdays. 
Finally for those looking to get an entry into 
the game you might be interested in a cou-
ple of podcasts. The Adventure Zone fea-
tures three brothers and their father learn-
ing the game together. The first season in 
particular serves as a strong introduction to 
the mechanics and delivers an excellent nar-

rative 
through-
out. Critical Role is probably 
the most famous actual play 
podcast and has hundreds 
of hours of story over three 
campaigns dating back to 

2015. 
JEP 

Chess Club happens every Tuesday in the Lecture Theatre for most of the sessions run by Mr Dunne. This 
club is a place where friends can go and enjoy a game of chess. There is no need to bring your own chess 
boards as the school provides several. Whether you're playing online or one to one, it’s always great fun. 
Chess club isn’t just and opportunity to play chess. It’s a place where people can socialise and have some 
fun. Why not try it out?  
Mohamed Ahmed 8N 

CHESS CLUB 
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GGS Senior Academy Crowned 
TASIS Royals Classic Champions 
This season, the Senior basketball 
academy squad had the privilege of 
being invited to the prestigious ‘Royals 
Classic’ tournament hosted by TASIS, 
the American school in England.  

On Friday 27th January, GGS were drawn against The North 
School in the playoff game. This matchup carried extra addi-
tional weight given Coach Tong’s history as a former Assistant 
Coach with the Lions. The game was head-to-head through-
out, with GGS dominating inside the paint but the North hang-
ing in the fight with an impressive 3-point showing and some 
excellent zone defence. However, a commanding final quarter 
from GGS proved too much for the Lions as they secured a 
route to the final. 
TASIS dispatched fellow American opponent, ACS Egham, in 
the other playoff fixture, setting the scene for a fantastic 
matchup between TASIS and GGS (who split their series 1-1 
last season). The Gs came out in full force from the get-go 
with an electrifying defensive performance, attacking TASIS 
with both their full-court press and disruptive half court zonal 
trapping schemes. TASIS hung in the fight with their tough-to-
crack zone and consistency at the foul line, but the tide 
changed in the third period as GGS went on a huge run from 
which they never looked back, securing a 79-52 final scoreline. 
At the presentation ceremony, Senior Co-Captain Kofi Amo-
Agyei proudly collected the trophy on the team’s behalf. 
Olu Eribake was named the ‘Mick Bett Most Valuable Player’ 
of the tournament with a phenomenal showing across both 
games, averaging 25.5 points, 18.5 rebounds and 4 blocks per 
game. Along with his MVP award, Olu was also named in the 
‘All-Tournament Starting 5’. 

Christian Boateng also received All-Tournament honours for 
his notable performances at the Point Guard position. Chris-
tian averaged 17.5 points, 6 rebounds and 4.5 steals through-
out the games. 
 
 

GGS U16 Academy Take Clean Sweep in  
Invitational Tournaments 

Throughout Term 3, GGS hosted four Kent-based basketball 
clubs for invitational tournaments at the school. On matchday 
one, the U16 academy squad beat Tonbridge B Ballin 65-25, 
and went on to beat Guru Nanak 30-19 in a hotly anticipated 
fixture. Matchday two saw GGS beat Sevenoaks Suns 54-8, 
followed by a well-deserved 49-32 victory against Maidstone 
Warriors. 
 
Term 3 Fixture Results 
Thursday 5th January 
GGS U14 lose 25-54 against The City Academy, Hackney 
(National Schools) 
Tuesday 10th January 
GGS U14 lose 36-40 against Chadwell Heath Academy 
(National Schools) 
Wednesday 11th January 
GGS Senior 1st Team win 63-19 against St Edmunds School 
(Friendly) 
Saturday 14th January 
GGS U16 win 65-25 against Tonbridge B Ballin (GGS Invitation-
al Tournament) 
Saturday 14th January 
GGS U16 win 30-19 against Guru Nanak (GGS Invitational 
Tournament) 
Monday 16th January 
GGS U15 win 67-14 against St John’s Catholic School (Kent 
Cup) 
Wednesday 18th January 
GGS Senior 1st Team lose 39-81 against Northfleet Technology 
College (College Basketball League) 
Wednesday 25th January 
GGS Senior 1st Team lose 50-85 against Harris City Academy 
Crystal Palace (College Basketball League) 
Friday 27th January 
GGS Senior 1st Team win 72-60 against The North School 
(Royals Classic Invitational Tournament) 
Saturday 28th January 
GGS Senior 1st Team win 79-52 against TASIS (Royals Classic 
Invitational Tournament) 
Friday 3rd February 
GGS Senior 1st Team lose 64-71 against The John Roan School  

GGS SPORT 
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(College Basketball League) 
Saturday 4th February 
GGS U16 win 54-8 against Sevenoaks Suns (GGS Invitational 
Tournament) 
Saturday 4th February 
GGS U16 win 49-32 against Maidstone Warriors (GGS Invita-
tional Tournament) 
Tuesday 7th February 
GGS Senior 1st Team win 74-53 against Haberdashers’ Aske’s 
Knights Academy (Kent Sixth Form League) 
Wednesday 8th February 
GGS Senior 1st Team lose 82-98 against The Norwood School 
(College Basketball League) 
Thursday 9th February 
GGS U14 lose 37-45 against Beths Grammar School (Kent Cup) 
All basketball schedules and results can be found via the fol-
lowing web page:  https://sport.gravesendgrammar.com/  

 
The Bridge Group Return  
as Official Basketball Academy Sponsors 
GGS Basketball Academy is proud to be sponsored by The 
Bridge Group, who have generously 
supported our basketball programme 
since its inception in 2020. Their sup-
port has been instrumental in the 
growth of the programme over the past 
three years. All of the staff and student-
athletes here at the academy truly ap-
preciate their contributions. 
To find out more about The Bridge 
Group and their fantastic array of services, please visit their 
website at https://www.thebridgegroup.uk.com/.  

 
HOCKEY 
The Hockey season is well underway this term and our teams 
have been busy playing lots of fixtures against local schools.  
Our 1st team squad have had a number of very close fixtures 
including a 2-2 draw with a strong Ashford School side, and a 4
-3 thriller against Maidstone Grammar. The boys look forward 
to Kings next term.  
The U14s scored a last minute equaliser to draw 1-1 against 
Kings. Our U15s won 3-0 against Ashford Bs. Both squads are 
improving with each game they play and look forward to more 
fixtures in Term 4.  

The U13s also grabbed a victory 
and draw against Borden Gram-
mar as the As won 8-2 and the Bs 
drew 1-1.  
The link with Gravesham & Well-
come Hockey Club continues to 
grow, we now have over 20 GGS 
boys playing within the GWHC set 
up, where they train and play 
regularly to improve their skills.   
BPS 

 
 

SWIMMING 
KENT SECONDARY SCHOOLS SWIMMING  
INDIVIDUAL EVENTS 

Following the success of the relay events, we travelled to Tun-
bridge Wells Sports Centre for the individual events on 14th 
January 2023.  This event has been moved from Thanet to 
Tunbridge Wells and the competition has definitely improved 
this year with a lot more schools entering.   
GGS had nine swimmers which meant we were competing in 
all three age groups: 
Junior (Y7 & 8) - Jacob Barker (8O), Justin Chenu (8L).  
Intermediate (Y9 &10) - Patrick Chenu (9O), Zac D'Cruz (9M) 
and George Goodwin (9K).    
Senior (Y11, 12 & 13) - David Allen (13CNW)  Anthony Morgan 
(13ZAL),  Daniel Oliver (12AD) and Jack Wise (11H) 
The boys put in some very good swims with some only  just 
missing out on a medal, and lots of new personal bests and we 
brought home the following:  
Silver - David Allen - 100m Fly 
Bronze - Justin Chenu - 100m Free, David Allen - 100m Free  
4th place - Jacob Barker - 100m Breast, George Goodwin - 
200IM, Daniel Oliver 200IM 
5th place - Zac D’Cruz - 100m Breast  
6th place - Justin Chenu - 100m Back, George Goodwin - 100m 
Fly, Anthony Morgan - 100m Breast and Daniel Oliver - 100 
Free 
Even better, these results meant that we finished 3rd overall 
in the boys championship which means we have finished in 
the top three two years running! 
The only downside is that this is possibly the last time that 
David and Anthony will swim for GGS (we may be lucky and 
the Borough Champs will be held in July but nothing has been 
confirmed yet).  As with Year 13 swimmers in the past, these 
two (plus Rishi Rajput who wasn’t able to swim this time) have 
competed for the school every year for the last seven years 
and have helped us to some great results.  This is in addition 
to the many hours training they put in every week and numer-
ous galas for their swimming clubs and also Kent and Regional 
competitions.  I will miss them and wish them good luck for 
the future.  Keep up the swimming! 
STOP PRESS - we have just been advised that, as a result of his 
performances at this meet,  David Allen has been selected as 
part of the South East School Team at the National Inter-
Divisional Championships on 11th and 12th March.  We wish 
him well and look forward to hearing how the team gets on.   
JW 

https://sport.gravesendgrammar.com/
https://www.thebridgegroup.uk.com/
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MILTONIAN 
 
If you would like to purchase back copies of the Milto-
nian, they are available via ParentPay at £5 per copy.  
We currently have available those from 2018—2019, 
2019—2020 and 2020—2021.  The 2021-2022 edition 
is now also available. 

MATHS CHALLENGE SOLUTION 
There are 108 lockers 

TERM DATES FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2023—2024 

TERM 1: Friday, 1st September (new Year 7 students in School) 
Staff INSET day 

 Start: Monday, 4th September 
 Finish: Friday, 20th October 
TERM 2: Start: Monday, 6th November 

 Finish: Tuesday, 19th December  
TERM 3: Start: Wednesday, 3rd January 2024 
 Finish: Friday, 9th February 
TERM 4: Start: Monday, 19th February 
 Finish: Thursday, 28th March  
TERM 5: Start: Monday, 15th April 
 Finish: Friday, 24th May  
TERM 6: Start:  Monday, 3rd June 
 Finish:  Tuesday, 23rd July 

250 CLUB 
Happy New Year to everyone. 
Please see below for details of the December draw:- 
1st prize - number 104 - £185.62, member since 2017 
2nd prize - number 229 - £101.25, member since 2015 
3rd prize - number 283, £50.63, member since 2021 
Contribution to school - £337.50 
January 2023 winners: 
1st prize of £185.62 goes to number 327, member since 2016 
2nd prize of £101.25 goes to number 124, member since 2018 
3rd prize of £50.63 goes to number 219, member since 2016 
Contribution to school - £337.50 
Thank you to all members, old and new, for continuing to sup-
port the school. 
Barbara Dumaisnil, 250 Club Coordinator 

Volleyball player, Maxime Carolan 
(10T), has been picked to represent 
England at the Under-19 Cornacchia 
World Cup in Italy. At just 15, he 
will be the youngest member of the 
squad travelling to Venice for the 
tournament in April.  He was also 

the youngest in the team for the Under-17 Nevza tourna-
ment in Denmark last year. The Nevza was for teams in 

northern Europe (England finished fifth) but this is world-
wide. Maxime is midway through a six-week recovery from 
an upper-leg injury sustained on England duty, with an MRI 
identifying a small tear in his quad tendon. His rehab is on 
track, thanks in no small part to PE staff at Gravesend Gram-
mar School, who have put a programme in place for him. So 
while classmates are on Games lessons, Maxime works in 
the gym with Mr Shailes, who is the School’s Strength & 
Conditioning Coach.  MR 

VOLLEYBALL 


