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The impact that the sad loss of Ekam Sadana (12AD) has had 
on the school community cannot be overstated. The loss of a 
young person is always harrowing but the suddenness has 

created a loss that can-
not be explained. Ekam 
was a popular student 
with a close knit group 
of friends. Not only was 
he a keen musician but 
he was a highly moti-
vated academic young 
man. He had made the 
choice to take on four A 
levels, spurred on by his 
success in his GCSE ex-
ams. Ekam got on well 
with and was highly 
respected by staff and 

students alike; his friendly, approachable and light hearted 
smiling demeanour will be sorely missed. Our thoughts remain 
with his family, close friends and his teachers who all knew 
him best. 
We were immensely proud of all the students who took A-
level and GCSE exams last summer. After two years of teacher 
assessed grades, it was difficult for us to predict what the out-

come 
would be 
for our 
students. I 
am delight-
ed to an-
nounce 
that results 
were 
above 
2019 
grades 
which 

were the 
last exam-
ined year 
groups. 
This is a 
fantastic 
achieve-
ment con-
sidering 
the 
amount of 
disruption 
to learning 
over the 
past two years.  
The highlight of my summer was to watch Olamide Sodeke 
play rugby for England Under 18s against South Africa in Paarl. 
This was an amazing achievement for our Head Student and he 
certainly acquitted himself exceptionally well. I will certainly 

look forward to the next 
stage of his rugby journey.  
The Sixth Form building will 
be ready to move in to next 
term. They are now very 
close to finishing the exter-
nal features and internally 
they are close to comple-
tion. We are very excited to 
finally move into this build-
ing. The canteen is making 
good progress and we 
should be moving into this 
building in Term 4 with a 
new catering contractor. 
With our new 21st Century 
facility we hope that we 
can reduce queues and 
feed more children in a 
professional catering envi-
ronment. 
As we promised last year to 
‘build back better’: we have already visited Normandy and 
Germany and are excited for our trip to Iceland and the next 
language trip to Barcelona.   
The postponed Prize Giving from the Summer Term finally 
happened during Term 1. The evening was well attended by 
parents and many students received prizes for subjects, effort, 
respect, friendship, hard work, exploration and colours in Dra-
ma and Music. We congratulate all prize winners. 
Whilst it appears that many organisations are struggling after 
Covid to re-establish their sports, the School is certainly buck-
ing the trend by producing some of the best results in the 
schools history. I encourage you to look at the GGS sports pag-
es later on in this newsletter. 
I have abso-
lutely no idea 
as to the skill 
required in 
fishing but 
we must do 
something 
right as we 
have just 
won the City 
of London 
Fisheries 
competition 
again!  We also won the Kent Schools Relay competition in 
swimming. I think that this reflects the truly diverse nature of 
the activities that we provide for the students at GGS.  
 
MDM 

Some of our successful A level students 

Some of our GCSE students display their results 

With Olamide in South Africa 

PARENT GOVERNOR ELECTION  
Further to previous correspondence regarding the election of 
a Parent Governor, we are pleased to advise that Nicole 
Galinis has been elected. 
JLW 
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STAFF NEWS 

 

Fifteen prime ministers - from Churchill to Truss - spanning seventy 
years and seven months. It is hard to articulate the sheer immensity 
of her reign over these fair islands and her countless other dominions. 
Her passing has brought a great shadow across not only her home 
nation but also the fifty-six nations of the Common-
wealth—fourteen of which she was the Head of 
State. No tribute will ever do her and her time as 
monarch enough justice, but the least we owe her 
are a few words to commemorate and celebrate 
her inspiring legacy.  
Thrust onto the throne at just twenty-five following 
the death of her father George VI, Elizabeth more 
than fulfilled her role as British monarch in terms of 
both her professionalism and her personality. As 
part of her job as the Queen, Her Majesty took 
private counsel with the PM every week for her 
entire reign, providing a completely confidential 
place for the Prime Minister to confide in her with-
out judgement or bias. This role symbolised the 
way the Queen upheld the constitutional monarchy that has been 
present in this country since the 17th Century, and championed the 
liberties and dignities that our country has been so blessed with. Hav-
ing grown up under the precedent that she would one day rule an 
Empire, Elizabeth learned to rule with dignified privacy, sensibility and 
nobility, whilst preserving  a sense of humour and the strength of 
compassion. Her impartiality and the way in which she held herself 
put forth a powerful, national image and personified the United King-
dom in respectability and honour.  
Due to the dynamic and volatile nature of our democracy, there is a 
lack of consistency and certainty - everchanging prime ministers, 
chancellors, policies and unstable socio-economic affairs - that has 
made the British people anxious for our potentially perilous future. 
However, there is one entity that has always been constant; inspira-

tional in its impartiality, powerful in its powerlessness: our monarchy 
and our Queen. Through the social changes and developments in our 
country , and through the evolution of our political systems and 
styles, the monarchy weathered the storm and maintained its ancient 

role in defending parliamentary democracy, but 
also changed with the times in an appropriate and 
sensitive manner. It is well known that the Queen 
was not, as some people might assume, stuck in the 
past, rather she was able to adapt to the modernity 
and progression that the UK has undergone in the 
seventy years she reigned. To conceptualise the 
breadth of her time as Queen, here are some things 
that changed whilst she reigned: when Elizabeth 
ascended the throne in 1952, Nigeria was still a 
British colony, Stalin still ruled the USSR, and segre-
gation still raged in the USA. We also went to the 
Moon, invented the Internet, phones and all the 
other wonders of the modern world. And through-
out it all, the Queen maintained her powerful neu-

trality and was still able to move with the immense change that she 
witnessed throughout her life. 
To me, this was what made her tenure as monarch so admirable. A 
fitting quote from her 1953 Coronation speech summarises how she 
kept her promise to our country and to our people: “...my Coronation, 
is not the symbol of a power and a splendour that are gone but a dec-
laration of our hopes for the future, and for the years I may, by God's 
Grace and Mercy, be given to reign and serve you as your Queen.” 
Regardless of our politics and our beliefs, Elizabeth II’s life and reign 
can evidently give inspiration to us all; inspiration to keep calm, to 
keep collected, and carry on moving into the future with determina-
tion and dignity. 
Theo Li 11T 
 

THANK YOU MA’AM 

HEAD STUDENT REPORT 

On behalf of the Head Student Team I would like to say a big wel-
come back to School from the summer after our first “normal” year 
back from the pandemic. A huge well done to the school cohort for 
readjusting back to the conventional way of schooling.  
The closing week of school will see us welcome parents and potential 
GGS students as they go through Open Mornings to gain an insight as 
to what GGS is like and the strong values we hold in our community.  
The Head Student Team would like to announce that we will be look-
ing for people to take up prefect positions around the school - being 
a prefect has lots of mutual benefits; not only are you having a posi-
tive impact on those that will require your help, but it also develops 
aspects of your character and these are all things one can use to 
develop UCAS applications and separate themselves from other can-
didates applying to universities.  
The Head Student Team would also like to mention the reinstate-
ment of the Lower School Prefects – we feel as though the pastoral 
care lower down the School from older students is very important; 

having someone to look up to as a role model and can also empa-
thise with you is invaluable. To those in the Upper Sixth, huge credit 
goes to you for making this programme work. 
We also ought to praise the sports teams in the school: the basket-
ball and rugby teams have started off the season strongly with posi-
tive results - instilling fear amongst opposition in the region. The 
football team have had a difficult start to their campaign but I’m sure 
there will be a strong recovery.  
 
We are deeply saddened by the passing of one of our own, Ekam 
Sadana.  He was a quiet and kind boy—very hard working and well 
respected amongst his peers; as a School we offer our sincerest con-
dolences towards his family.  
 
Olamide Soleke 
Head Student 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Mrs Davies and her 
husband on the birth of their baby daughter 
in July and to Mr Cutting and his partner on 
the birth of their son in September. 
We welcome Mr Andrew McWhirter as Chief 

Operating Officer of The Decus Trust, Ms Jemima Kite as For-
eign Language Assistant in French and Spanish, Mrs Samantha 
Hudson as School Business Manager and Mr Andy Janes as 
Data Manager. 

We say goodbye, thank you and good luck to 
Mr Fall, Director of Support Services, who is 
moving on to a new position after 16 years’ 
service.  Amongst many other things, his most 
recent achievement has been the overseeing of 
the construction of our new Sixth Form build-
ing and the Canteen.  We wish him well in his 
new post. 
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PROGRESS! SIXTH FORM BUILDING AND NEW CANTEEN 

MENTAL HEALTH 

Mental health during childhood and adolescence is very important. Difficulties like anxiety 
and depression can start when people are young and it is important for young people and 
their families to understand these difficulties and get support when needed.  
The PIPA Trial is exploring the effectiveness of an online resource for parents/carers to 
help reduce depression and anxiety in young people. The trial is being coordinated by the 
University of Warwick and involves families of young people aged 11-15 years from 

schools in the UK.  
The trial is free and conducted completely online. Eligible parents/carers and young people will be asked to complete some 
questionnaires. Parents/carers will then receive access to some online parenting resources: either the standard educational 
package of factsheets or the personalised programme with up to nine modules. Parents/carers and young people will also be 
asked to complete some follow-up questionnaires. 
Please look out for the letter about how to sign up which also contains some information sheets with more details. If you have 
any questions, please speak to Mr Turvey or contact the PIPA trial team at PIPA@warwick.ac.uk or 
02476574316/02476575078.  

Welcome to the new GGS Health section of the newsletter.  
This section aims to help us all increase our Mental Health and 
general Well-being. Over the next academic year, it will offer 
advice and support for both pupils and parents.  
A new survey from themix.org.uk has stated "1 in 5 young 
people aged 16-25 now take drugs or alcohol to escape prob-
lems in their lives.”. At GGS we aim to support our students 
and their families to understand the social issues which affect 
not only education but also wellbeing and mental health. 
We've teamed up with We Are With You, Kent's commissioned 
young persons' drug and alcohol service, to deliver a parent 
workshop that will focus on current substance trends, risks 

and harms of drugs and tips on how to 
best support your child. This workshop 
will take place on Thursday, 17th No-
vember at 6pm and more information 
will be coming out after half term.  
We have also teamed up with Warwick 
University and are offering a PIPA trial to all students and par-
ents in Years 7-10 (see below). 
If you have any questions, would like to chat about Mental 
Health and Wellbeing, or how you can support yourself or 
your child please do not hesitate to get in contact  
turveys@gravesendgrammar.com.  

mailto:PIPA@warwick.ac.uk
https://www.themix.org.uk/
https://cdn.themix.org.uk/uploads/2022/10/Drug-and-alcohol-usage-amongst-young-people-2022.pdf
https://cdn.themix.org.uk/uploads/2022/10/Drug-and-alcohol-usage-amongst-young-people-2022.pdf
https://cdn.themix.org.uk/uploads/2022/10/Drug-and-alcohol-usage-amongst-young-people-2022.pdf
mailto:turveys@gravesendgramamr.com
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MEDICAL SOCIETY 

If you are interested in 
finding out more about 
Medicine, Dentistry, Vet-
erinary or other Allied 
Health Professions then 

contact Mrs MacMahon to join your year group Medical Soci-
ety Google Classroom. 
macmahonp@gravesendgrammar.com 

 
Year 12 update 

Visit to KMMS – Kent & Medway 
Medical School 
Earlier this term Year 12 members of 
the Medical Society went to Kent and 
Medway Medical school.  We visited 
the Pears Building, which is new medi-
cal school building based on the Uni-

versity of Kent Campus in Canterbury.  
We learnt about various aspects of medicine during the talk 
with Dr Chan, who is Head of Admissions for the Medical 
School.   Dr Chan explained that all medical schools have the 
same teaching, even though the entry requirements vary sig-
nificantly with KMMS wanting AAB as opposed to Oxford Uni-
versity where A*A*A is required. 
What I learnt the most was the 
importance of work experience 
and how you must be aiming to 
get it sooner rather than later. It 
does not have to be a direct ex-
perience at a hospital, it can be 
anywhere as long as you can 
reflect upon your experience 
and it provides you with baseline skills for becoming a doc-
tor.  
A few of these include: teamwork, leadership and remaining 
calm in stressful situations. We also learnt about the various 

steps to apply to medicine and how your application can end 
as early as your GCSE grades.  
During the tour we saw how big the 
campus actually was and the range 
of activities available whether it be 
sports or academically based. One 
of the student tour guides also told 
us the importance of having a work 
life balance and rather than study-
ing for excessive hours, you should 
use that time to do other activities such as sports or volun-
teering to broaden your application and be the most success-
ful applicant possible. 
Furthermore, the two particular students who took us on the 
tour emphasised how partaking in on campus fun activities is 
extremely beneficial in maintaining your mental health and 
works on many skills such as social and conversational skills 
which are pivotal in the role of doctor.  
They also said to really focus on making the personal state-
ment as perfect as possible and to not write very boring and 
common things. The part of the campus I liked the most was 
that the Medical School has rooms that are designed as if it's 
an actual doctor's surgery so the students can have a really 
immersive experience and find out what it feels like to be a 
doctor.  
After the tour we were invited 
back into the lecture hall for a 
Q&A where we learnt the multiple 
routes into medicine such as tak-
ing a gap year or completing other 
courses before doing medicine if 
you do not get into it the first 
time.  
We were also presented with the opportunity to not only see 
the students' application process, but also what they did for 
work experience and in general why they felt becoming a 

Year 13 are actively working on 
their UCAS applications with many 
having already applied for early 

deadline courses at Oxford and Cambridge Universities as well 
as Medicine & Dentistry. Individual and group guidance has 
been available for students to support their preparations and I 
anticipate that we will see another successful round of offers 
as the season progresses. Alongside these preparations for 
university we will be running workshops for apprentices.  We 
have the first this week, looking at where to find vacancies and 
more after half term focusing on key elements to support their 
applications too. CVs, LinkedIn, Psychometric testing and In-
terview preparation sessions will be covered in depth, with 
many of these delivered by external specialists. 
Year 11 interviews are also under-
way.  Every student will be seen 
individually to discuss their Post-16 
options and future career ideas. 

Open evenings for other schools and colleges are coming up so 
please make sure that you check the dates and register if you 
are interested. To explore all course options at schools and 
colleges in Kent you can use the Kent choices website: 
https://www.kentprospectus.co.uk/ 
Please note that this does not include schools in other areas 
such and Bexley, Medway or Essex. For these options please 
search for individual school or college websites. 
Gravesend Grammar School 6th Form Open Evening will take 
place in January and there will be more information available 
before then to guide the students through their A level subject 
choices including a meeting for students and their parents in 
November. 
 
Jenny Douse 
Careers 
(dousej@gravesendgrammar.com) 

 

CAREERS NEWS 

mailto:macmahonp@gravesendgrammar.com
https://www.kentprospectus.co.uk/
mailto:dousej@gravesendgrammar.eu
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doctor was the career path for them. One thing was reoccur-
ring in that they all made it clear that for work experience, 
commitment is more valued than excessive amounts, for ex-
ample an hour a week for 18 months is more valuable than 8 
hours a week for a month. 
I thoroughly enjoyed my time at Kent and Medway Medical 
School and found it really eye opening as to what life really is 
like when you go to university and how independent you have 
to be.  
Harvir Sahota 12 RJW and Ahsan Chaudhry  12CK 
 
Joining medical society as new students to GGS:  
Joining the Medical Society was a huge step for both me and 
my sister as it was the first key factor that would aid us in our 
medical future. Although it was daunting at first, the teachers 
were very welcoming and were not hid-
ing the struggles of a medic, which made 
the sessions more worthwhile and hon-
est. We also recently visited a university 
which enhanced our knowledge of 
what’s it’s like to become a medical stu-
dent.  
University visit:   
Going to the University of Kent to visit 
KMMS was a massive eye-opening expe-
rience, as it showed us the true reality of 
being a medical student. Whilst not hiding the struggles of a 
medic, the trip was tremendously useful and emphasised the 
fact that there are several different routes into medicine. 
Ayman and Aima Hameed 12CK and 12 SGS  
Year 13 Update 
In the summer of Year 12 I was focused on my 
UCAT examination, which is one of two entrance 
exams for medicine. Using the Medify platform I 
completed 1-2 hours of practice daily for 3-4 
weeks before my exam date. The UCAT is a multi-
ple choice test that is completed online, which is marked on a 
score basis ranging from 1200 to 3600, as well as a banding 1-
4 for situational judgement. Whilst revising for my exam I 
started to write my personal statement so I was able to high-
light any lacking aspects of my application and have time to 
‘take action’ before Year 13. Personally, I regret not starting to 
revise earlier as I ended up cramming revision which was not 

ideal.  
Jagraj Singh 13KG 
During the summer holidays, many of us were revising for the 
UCAT. I used primarily Medify and also the free UCAT question 
bank which is on the official website. I had roughly done a few 
hundred questions each day, eventually building the number 

of questions until the day of the examina-
tion.  
During this period, I had also undertaken 
work experience at Darent Valley Hospi-
tal. This proved useful in writing about 

this in my personal statement. Now, I have turned my atten-
tion to the BMAT (a less widely used admissions test) and also 
starting to prepare for any upcoming interviews.   
Taran Gill 13HC 
Medical Society Roles 
This term the MedSoc members have been putting themselves 

forward to take on lead roles.  This is a fan-
tastic opportunity to develop leadership, 
communication, organisation, team working 
skills etc. All essential attributes to be suc-
cessful within a health care role. 
We are delighted to announce our newly 
appointed members to their roles: 
Co-Chairs -Taran Gill and Rohan Agnihotri 
Education Lead – Jagraj Singh 
Publicity Leads - Newsletter – Harvir Sahota, Ahsan 
Chaudhry, Sharon Nurudeen;  
Displays – Zafirah Iqbal, Kalsen Karatas; 
Website – Christo Dhaveedh, Jesse Jen-ne 
Work Experience Lead – Akintayo Akinsanya 
Veterinary Lead – Eva Karklyte 
Dentistry Leads – Ayman Hameed, Aima Hameed 
Allied Health Lead – Dumile Daka, Jessica Ilo 
 

BUSINESS & FINANCE SOCIETY 
Businesses and Finance play a huge role in the lives of every-
one. Whether people like to admit it or not, financial transac-
tions and the running of businesses are essentially what keep 
civilisation intact. This is why a Business and Finance Society is 
so important. The Business and Finance Society at Gravesend 
Grammar School is a student-run society that provides stu-
dents with additional knowledge of the multiple career oppor-
tunities in Business and Finance and additional information in 
regard to these areas. This ranges from workshops, such as 
the Dragons Den/Shark Tank challenge that was held last 
week where members of the Society pitched their business 
ideas for a winning prize, to CV building activities and many 
more. All members of the society are made aware of the mul-
tiple sectors in Business and Finance, while also having the 
opportunity to present any additional ideas to the Society 
themselves, in order to educate their peers.  AB 
 

ENGINEERING SOCIETY 
In the first term of the year the Engineering Society welcomed 
the Year 12 students and we became familiar with what each 
person’s future ambitions are. After learning a bit about each 
other’s interests, we organised ourselves into groups of peo-
ple who have similar career choices and each group did a 
presentation on their respective field. Following this activity, 
we began our big project, “Beat the Best” where each group in 
the Engineering Society will attempt to break an engineering 
world record and present a pitch for their own megaproject to 
a group of ‘investors’. This is a way to improve everyone’s 
confidence and knowledge about their potential future career 
and we all look forward to continuing this into next 
term. Below, each group introduces their project to “Beat the 
Best”. 
Team TCE 
The civil/structural engineers of the Society plan to build the 
largest all residential tower in the World and beat the current 
world record holder, the Central Park Tower in New York 
which is located on the Billionaires’ Row. We want to create 
the first tower in Europe of what could be the next biggest 
skyscraper complex in the world. We want to keep our costs 
below $60 million dollars and undercut the cost of the previ-
ous record holders and ensure we set a new global standard 
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for sustainable construction by implementing new green 
methods to benefit the environment around us. 
The Sustainable Engineers 
The branch of engineering being mainly focused on in our pro-
ject is automotive engineering from which our record-breaking 
goal is to manufacture the most sustainable car on the market. 
The current record holder is the Toyota Prius Prime. Our main 
focus is to try to construct a vehicle using more sustainable 
materials such as cellulose fibre to support the body work as 
well as organic leather for the interior and improving the over-
all aerodynamics whilst making it affordable for everyone. 
Furthermore, we will attempt to improve the overall efficiency 
of the car by making it use less fuel and use less energy as well 
improving the safety of the car when in use while not for-
feiting the pleasure experienced when driving. 
The Aeronautical Engineers  
Our project is based in the field of aeronautics and we aim to 
challenge the world record set by the Saturn V lunar rocket 
which holds the record for the largest carrying capacity at 
118,000kg. We aim to do this by: 

• Increasing thrust 

• More efficient rocket fuel 

• Less crew 

• Better internal systems  

• Weight reduction of the rocket 

• Better aerodynamics  

• Better launch area 

• Launch conditions  
We plan to beat this 60 year old record by designing a rocket 
of our own and presenting our design within the engineering 
society. 
Team FTC 
Our presentation will be about the world’s tallest dam. Cur-
rently, the tallest dam in the world is Jinping 1 in China which 
stands at 1001 feet, or 305 metres.  We plan to beat it by ren-
ovating the Nurek Dam on the Vakhsh River in Tajikistan. It is 
984 feet (300 metres) tall. This is civil engineering and con-
struction business engineering as it relies on precise calcula-
tions and solid leadership for it to be built correctly. It has a 
central core of cement forming a strong barrier within the  
300 m (980 ft)-high rock and earth fill construction.  We’re also 
going to make plans to renovate the hydroelectric efficiency to 
a more modern system as it has not been changed since the 
1980s and we want a more eco-friendly dam. 

 ROCKET SOCIETY 
Rocket Society is a student-led society, supported by Mr Sidhu 

and Dr Sturley, where 
we aim to build our 
own rocket to enter 
the UKROC competi-
tion, where people in 
schools around the UK 
will be competing. The 
rocket will be scored 
based on altitude and 
time, so different tests 
will need to be conducted to determine 

the best way to achieve the best results. So far we have tested 
water bottle rockets to see how the volume of water in the 
bottle relates to the flight duration of the rocket, undergoing 

proper physics practical research. There have also been small 
competitions within the Society to see which group can get 
the best results, enthusing the group to try their hardest to 
win. Despite being a competition, this is very useful research 
as the winner of the group can then discuss the conditions of 
their rocket to benefit the entire Society.   
George Peters 13KMJ 
 
DUNGEONS AND DRAGONS 
You open your eyes, awoken from a deep sleep. You are not 

where you were when you went to 
bed, but instead you are in a cage. 
Surrounded by iron bars in a dank, 
dark room, you get up from the 
floor and look for a way out. As you 

go for the door of your cell, you notice the outlines of multiple 
people around the room, imprisoned like you are. As your eyes 
begin to adjust to the darkness, you see their faces, ones unfa-
miliar to you. Much like you, they seem prepared for a battle, 
with weapons and armour. They all look confused about the 
situation, suggesting that they are not why you are here. You 
push on your cell door and it swings open. Strange, why impris-
on you but leave the doors unlocked? At one end of the room 
you can see a door, dimly. What do you do next? 
That is an excerpt from the opening of one of the five games 
we currently have running at DnD Club. On Thursdays after 
school, the club comes together to play DnD, a tabletop 
roleplaying game, where students will create and take on the 
role of adventurers in worlds created and run by a Dungeon 
Master. The adventurers have almost full agency to do what 
they want; they could battle the forces of evil, acquire treas-
ures of untold value, help out communities in need and so 
much more. The club itself is a place of creative freedom, for 
both players and DMs. Students can meet others with similar 
interests, have fun in an imaginary world, be creative and 
could participate further in the school community by being a 
DM. Everyone is welcome, no matter year group or knowledge 
of the game. We look forward to as many people as possible 
discovering this amazing game and continuing to grow the 
club from where we started in February of this year. We have 
been very pleased with the enthusiasm shown this term (as 
we are currently bigger than we’ve ever been) and hope that it 
continues. 
JEP 
 
DEBATE SOCIETY 
This term in Debate Society we have covered many topics in-
volving this country’s politics and international events. All of 
which have produced heated debate about the views, facts 
and figures of these topics. Some of our weekly star debaters 
have been Frederick Peirce-Howe and Pawal Mackinlay.  
The motions of the term include: 
Week 1 - Is Andrew Tate a positive influence on society? 
Week 2 - Should the Monarchy be abolished? 
Week 3 - Does Russia have the right to invade Ukraine? 
Week 4 - Who should win the next general election out of Lib-
eral Democrats, Conservative and Labour? 
If you are intrigued to know the results of these debates, come 
and join us! Wednesdays after school in Room 315 or 316. 
Oscar Fazzani 10C 
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2021 was our most successful year so far. Team GGS was 
ranked 17th in the UK for the Movember Schools Challenge. 
We raised over £2400 and on the back of our decade long par-
ticipation in this amazing charity we have also been invited to 
join the inaugural Movember Hall of Fame. 
Therefore, 2022 needs to be even bigger, even more spectacu-
lar and even more successful than any of our previous 
Movembers. The PE Department and the Keystage 5 Team 
have jumped on some new opportunities for students to raise 
funds for Movember. At Keystage 5, students are invited to 
grow moustaches and compete for the Student Movember 
Award. This prize has two criteria—moustache quality and 
funds raised.  
All students will also have the opportunity to participate in the 
Movember Mo-movement challenge – setting themselves a 
physical activity target for the month and then collecting funds 
from sponsors once they have achieved their physical activity 
goal. There will also be a Movember Non-Uniform Day later in 
the month, fake moustaches optional! The Movember charity 
was born in Melbourne, Australia in 2003. A group of friends 
asked two vital questions: Where had all the moustaches gone 
and how could they use the ‘mo’ to raise money for charity? 
That first year involved thirty ‘mo-bros’; and was so popular 
that in 2004 the friends formed a registered company, began 
linking themselves to men’s health charity and began spread-
ing the word of the ‘mo’! 2006 saw the charity spread to New 

Zealand and by 2007 there were moustaches sprouting all 
over the world. Since those early days more than six million 
mo-bros and mo-sistas have raised well over £500 000 000 for 
men’s health research and associated charities. 1250 vital 
mens’ health projects have been funded by the Movember 
organisation since those heady days of 2003. 
Links: 
Team GGS Movember page (you can donate directly to our 
team at this link): 
https://movember.com/t/team-ggs?mc=1 
Movember UK (for your information): 
https://uk.movember.com/ 
 
Donate to Team GGS with 
this QR code 
JCM 
 

MOVEMBER IS COMING! 

CHARITY 

Our first charity event of this academic year was a huge suc-
cess. We decided to run a World’s Biggest Coffee Morning 
with the aim of raising £237 which covers the cost of a Mac-
millan nurse for one day. As you can see from the screenshot, 
we smashed it and were just shy of two Macmillan nurses! If 
you wanted to add a donation please visit this link  
https://thyg.uk/BUS007447029 

 

Our second charity supported in Term 1 was the Gravesham 
Foodbank. We were delighted to deliver 10 crates of produce 
on one occasion followed up by another two crates. Thank you 
to everyone who has been so generous: we are sure your kind 
gifts will help people in need this winter. 
On our return the students will be able to buy various gadgets 
from the library to support the Roy-
al British Legion. Suggested dona-
tions are as follows 

•Gold poppy pin      £2 

•Snap band     £1 

•Rubber wristband  £1 

•Poppy reflector  
  key ring   £1 

•Fabric tassel   50p 
We have two boxes so items will be 
restricted to 1 per person. 
We have a busy Term 2 lined up 
with more fundraising events.  
Happy half term! 
 

https://thyg.uk/BUS007447029


 

 Gravesend Grammar School                                                                           Respect, Friendship, Hard Work, Exploration  October 2022 

 
Page 9 

Year 12 artists have been exploring a range of media and techniques this term, with stunning outcomes. 
Students have explored different types of drawing, printing techniques such as monoprint and collagraph 
and a range of experimental techniques with backgrounds and layering of images. Here is a selection of 
their work - please follow the new creative arts account on Instagram for more images of work from the 
department, along with the Music and Drama departments - scan the QR code to follow us. 

ART 

ART EVENING IN THE LIBRARY—TERM 2—DATE TBC  
We would like to invite all students, parents and guardians and staff to join us for an evening of Art in the Library. 

Each term, the Art Department will run an evening when you can come along to take part in an art activity to promote well 
being and enjoyment of the process of making art and craft. 

For Term 2, our focus is on how literature can inspire art - join us and our junior librarians to create work based on artist Tom 
Phillips, who adapted a Victorian novel into an artwork using collage, drawing and painting.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please come along to join us in some refreshments for a relaxing evening creating your own art work which will grace the walls 
of our Library. 

We would like you to bring along a book you love - perhaps a childhood favourite or maybe your current read! If you can’t 
bring along a book, don’t worry, we have plenty for you to choose from and the original book will not be changed.   

You don’t need any art experience, we will demonstrate everything you need to know - we hope to see you there for our Art  
evening - please look out for an update of the date early next term. 
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DRAMA 

 
The Drama and Music departments are proud to present this year's whole School 
musical ‘Little Shop of Horrors’. A comedic Sci-Fi musical about an evil plant and 
plans for world domination! The meek floral assistant Seymour Krelborn stumbles 
across a new breed of plant he names "Audrey II" - after his coworker crush. This 
foul-mouthed, R&B-singing carnivore promises never-ending fame and fortune to 
the down—and—out Krelborn as long as he keeps feeding it, BLOOD.  
 

The dates for the performances are 23rd, 24th and 25th February 2023. Tick-

ets will go on sale soon! We hope you can all make it into a truly fantastic show. 
 

MUSIC 

MINI-GIG 
After a few years off 
due to the Covid pan-
demic, “Mini Gigs” are 
finally back and better 
than ever with a new 
wave of unique musi-
cians from all across 
the school. For one 
lunchtime, these musi-
cians all gathered to-
gether in the Music 
Room to support each 
other and show every-
body else what they’ve 
been working on since 
the start of the school 
year. For many stu-
dents, this is their first 
time performing in front 
of an audience which 

meant most of their nerves could be pushed away because it was all 
taking place in front of their closest friends. The atmosphere was 
incredibly friendly the whole time and everybody got involved at 
some point, including the teachers who got up and sang for a few 
songs! A huge range of genres were appreciated including classical 
solo piano, punk rock bands and rappers. However, most importantly 
it showed everyone that all the time spent messing around in the 
Music Room during break times could actually turn into something 
incredible and particularly for the younger students involved, it in-
spired them to pursue their newly emerging passion for music. 
HMV GIG 
On October 15th at midday, HMV stores across the UK hosted an 
event for National Album Day where they invited local bands and 
artists to perform within their stores. On a day out at Bluewater a few 
months back, I spotted some advertising for the event and after a 
brief discussion with my bandmates in “One Hash Brown”, a band 
formed mainly by Gravesend Grammar School students, we decided 

that it was the perfect opportunity to put our music out into the 
world. After a series of emails with the delightful managers of HMV, 
they mentioned that the set list must be acoustic in its style, this took 
us aback because we are predominantly an indie rock band. Regard-
less, we decided on a 30 minute setlist of a variety of songs we 
adapted from a range of artists such as “Oasis” to “Bring me the Hori-
zon”. The five of us arrived at 11am and the hospitality we were given 
meant we were set up and ready to play long before we needed to, 
but before we knew it, we were playing our opening number “She’s 
So Lovely” in front of a crowd of family, friends and members of the 
general public that had their interest piqued. It went so brilliantly 
that we were approached by the manager afterwards and asked to 

come back and play again every month or so from here forwards, not 
only with a half hour acoustic set but with songs that we’ve written, 
things with heavier instrumentation and even at some point turning it 
into a full day event! 
Joe Akehurst 13KMG 

‘One Hash Brown’ performing at HMV, Bluewater 
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LIBRARY NEWS 

Boom! We began 22/23 with a huge order of new books. 
Some old favourites that had either gone missing or had been 
ruined, plus some really interesting new titles for the students 
to choose from. We are delighted to say that they have been 
flying off the shelves and Year 7s and 8s have already been 
busy quizzing and increasing their word counts. The library 
monitor is updated weekly so the language sets can see who is 
pole position and who needs to read more. 
May I take this opportunity to remind parents that the boys 
should be reading for at least 20 minutes every day. It has 
been scientifically proven that daily reading improves overall 
academic performance, think of it as brain food and encour-
age them to do this.  
I want to thank my team of librarians for being so diligent. 
They help during breaks and at lunchtimes following a rota 
and, apart from tidying the shelves and library duties, they 
have been absolutely marvellous at helping our new Year 7s 
find their way around the library. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bookbuzz is a Book Trust campaign we are taking part in for 
the first time, where each Year 7 student will receive a book of 
their choice from Gravesend Grammar School to keep. The 
boys went online and chose from a selection of 17 books. Mar-
cus Rashford was very popular as was Alex Rider and When 
the Sky Falls by Phil Earle. We should be receiving the books 
shortly and they will be distributed in the students’ AR lessons 
in the library. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From feedback of last year’s library survey, we have increased 
the badges available this year for our readers. They will be 
able to get new badges as they level up and hit the new word 
counts. Our first millionaire badge was handed out to Yuvan C 
in Year 7 on 10th October—incredible work Yuvan, well done! 
We have successfully pitched to review four books so far this 
year. The Haunting of Tyrese Walker by J P Rose, a scary story 
based in Jamaica including some fascinating folklore from the 
island. The Eternal Return of Clara Hart by Louise Finch a fasci-
nating story about a teenager reliving the same day over and 

over, seeing his mistakes and cor-
recting them. And finally, The Notori-
ous Scarlett and Browne by Jonathan 
Stroud. A tale of two robbers who find 
themselves forced to carry out their 
biggest heist yet, or face death. We 
received 10 copies of each and stu-
dents throughout Years 8, 9, 10 and 
12 are currently reviewing them. 
We have also been sent 10 copies of 
Dragon Mountain by Kastie and Kevin 
Tsang which have been handed out 
to the Year 7s to read and review. 
Enjoy!  Anyone choosing to review a book gets to keep their 
copy.  
Finally, when we come back it will be the run up to the end of 
the year and some of you may wish to give books as gifts. I 
thought I’d give a few ideas of good books  for the various age 
groups at GGS 
Year 7s and 8s - October, October by Katya Balen, The Book of 
Stolen Dreams by David Farr, When the Sky Falls by Phil Earle. 
Young Adult (14+) - Nothing More To Tell by Karen McManus, 
We Were Liars by E Lockheart, The Maze Runner by James 
Dashner, The Knife of Never Letting Go by Patrick Ness.  
Fiction - The Marriage Portrait by Maggie O’Farrell, The Bullet 
That Missed by Richard Osman, A Heart Full of Headstones by 
Ian Rankin, Lessons by Ian McEwan 
Non Fiction - The Light We Carry by Michelle Obama, Madly, 
Deeply, The Alan Rickman Diaries by Alan Rickman, The Devil 
You Know: Encounters in Forensic Psychiatry by Gwen Ad-
shead and Eileen Horne 
 
Have a wonderful half term. 
Mrs Weekes 
 
 

MATHS CHALLENGE 
The aim of this puzzle is to 

place the numbers 1 to 100, in 

order, arranging them so that 

consecutive numbers fit into 

adjacent boxes.  To help, all 

the prime numbers and 

(maybe this is too generous!) 

the starting box is shown too.  

Answer on back page. 

ADMISSIONS ARRANGEMENTS 

Changes to our Sixth Form Admissions arrangements will be 

available on our website for consultation. Admission ar-

rangements for other year groups are unaffected.  
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SUMMER SCHOOL 

After another academic year 
and before the start of this 
year ,we had the pleasure of 
welcoming our new Y7 into 
Summer School. Summer School 
was less about the curriculum 
and more about introducing the 
students to the school and al-
lowing them to begin building 
meaningful and long lasting rela-
tionships for their futures. From 
the experiences of the past and 

the two days themselves, it is clear that this opportunity was 
again a huge success for students with regard to friendships 
and aiding their transition.  
Throughout the Summer School the new Y7 students had the 
opportunity to gain a number of new experiences aimed at 
helping them with well-being and making the transition from 
Y6 to Y7 all a bit easier. In English the students worked on 
their creative writing skills, experiencing the library and all the 
wonders that literacy has to offer them. In Science, the stu-
dents discovered experiments into how to test household ma-
terials to see if they contain various different materials and 
chemicals. In Computing, they learnt about how to access the 
School network and improve their abilities to use the Google 
platforms to maximise their potential. In Languages, the stu-
dents explored country fact files and cultural corner online 
sources for French, German and Spanish-speaking countries, 
including destinations such as Spain, Mexico, Cuba, Peru, Aus-
tria, Germany, France and Guadeloupe. They then used this 
information to present their findings in teams with awards for 
outstanding work provided. In Maths, students built upon 
their previous knowledge to explore Platonic solids and even 
built their own. In Music, students dived into the world of Bra-
zilian samba drumming, learning about rhythm and honing 

teamwork abilities to create 
a whole samba band during 
the week. In PE, students 
got their first experience of 
the outstanding rugby pro-
gramme within the school, 
introducing a large number 
of students to the sport for 
the very first time.  In Art, 
the students made an amazing piece of collaborative and in-
teractive artwork, learning to work together with their peers 
in a creative way. In Geography, the students explored the 
various cities and locations around the world and why they are 
located where they are, using longitude and latitude to locate 
them.  
All of these incredible experi-
ences challenged the pupils' 
thinking but even more than 
that encouraged the students 
to meet new friends and 
settle those nerves of moving 
into a new school. The whole 
experience of Summer School 
was an exceptionally enrich-
ing experience for the stu-
dents and staff alike. The suc-
cess of Summer School was 
no more evident than when watching the students leave from 
the days and telling their parents that they had to wait as they 
were exchanging phone numbers with their new friends. This 
showed how far these students had come and how well they 
had embedded themselves into the GGS community even be-
fore the school year had started. 
CC 
 

The first term of a fine school 
So, my first term at GGS has been exceptionally intriguing to 
say the least. 
You see, having come from a primary school that has nothing 
in common with this school, I can say that I have been able to 
fit in as a Year7. One thing that surprised me the most is that 
there are so many classes, even for my year. We have 
five  periods per day, all extremely interesting. But this multi-
ple choice of a system offers many different possibilities, from 
the penmanship of English and Maths to the daring experi-
ments of Science. Oh, and school clubs can expand your hori-
zons to exceptional points and summits. 
GGS provides a safe environment for any child, giving them a 
plethora of chances to learn and grow. The children and adults 
encourage nice and sensible behaviour between bonds and 
friendships. Bullying or any other form of hurtful media is 
quite unlikely, as well as pernicious words and thanks to the 
wide variety of school clubs, you will create an huge amount of 
friends before you know it! 
If your child doesn’t want to play with the friends he has, it is 
perfectly fine. There are boundless amounts of clubs to go to 

in break/lunch. You can settle down in the giant expanse of a 
library, not only to just read, but maybe catch up with a piece 
of homework, or AR quiz in a book. If reading is not for your 
cup of tea, fear not. Inside the school we have this outdoor 
playground where children can just enjoy what they might be 
doing in utter bliss.  
And there was my review of the entire school, a seemingly 
awesome school that people shouldn’t take for granted. I en-
joy it, we enjoy it, and I hope you enjoy it.  
Shiven Raina 7K 
My first term was scary, getting to know people, finding my 
way around, and just getting to lessons on time. 
As soon as I walked into this mammoth school, containing 
1200 spread out between each classroom, I was scared, I didn't 
know what to do with myself. I was just standing there, my 
bags slumped on the floor beside me. After a mere five minutes 
or so, I finally figured out how to head my way to my form 
class.  
When I stepped foot into the building, it was weird. It felt like 
all my worries were flushed away. I was excited. It was great, I 
walked down the corridor counting the classrooms as I went 

FIRST IMPRESSIONS FROM YEAR 7 
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YEAR 8 CULTURAL POETRY 
What if you woke up one day, 
One particular day, 
and everything was as usual.  
You felt great after having twelve hours of sleep! 
Although… it seemed too "as usual". 
You felt too great. 
Something has definitely gone wrong. 
 
You crawled lethargically out of bed, 
As if you were filled with steel, 
Pulled magnetically towards your bedroom floor. 
You got dressed, sauntered carefully downstairs, 
Awaiting the impending doom you had to face. 
You tried to say hello to your Mum. 
But realised, you had forgotten how. 
As if your vocal chords were stapled together, 
Glued so that you could no longer speak. 
 
What was this?  You asked yourself. 
Was your mind playing tricks on you? 
Have you lost your voice?  
Would you be stuck like this forever? 
 
You tried shouting. 
You tried bellowing. 

You tried screaming, 
You tried screeching, 
You tried wailing, 
You tried crying, 
 
You thought whispering might work, 
you felt something in your chest twitch. 
You tried again, this time you felt your lungs move, 
You were merely breathing out of your mouth. 
Once again, you tried speaking. 
You could hear noise now! 
And again, attempted communicating. 
Suddenly, almost as if it was a miracle 
Occurring in your dining room; 
 
"Hello? Hello?" 
 
Finally you could speak again! 
You had missed it so much! 
How you had forgotten it, 
How you found it, 
And what could have happened if you didn't, 
No longer mattered to you. You could talk once more.  

 
Jacob Jarman 8Q 

MILTON AWARD 

The Lost City of Atlantis and The Last Emperor of China 
The start of this academic year marks the first time that we have had two full year groups participating in the Milton Award. All 
of the current Year 9 and 10 students are undertaking activities that will count towards the Milton Award and it means that 
there are a huge number of activities taking place. 
This term has seen two Milton Lectures, the first about the Lost City of Atlantis and the second on the Last Emperor of China. 
The turnout has been superb with 90 students attending each time. It has been encouraging to see so many Year 9 students 
participating and taking the opportunities offered to them. 
A great number of Year 9 students have signed up for the Duke of Edinburgh Award which is an integral part of the Milton 
Award. D of E ensures that students challenge themselves in a number of ways and show resilience and commitment. 
Sporting participation amongst students in Years 9 and 10 inside and outside of school has shown healthy progress. A great 
number of our students are representing the School for rugby, hockey, basketball, badminton and swimming. It is excellent to 
see these students taking these opportunities and excelling.  
EJR 

along. "One, two, three... four! My classroom!" I entered the 
classroom, and the first thing I saw was a welcoming smile 
from nobody other than my wonderful form tutor! He greeted 
me like I was royalty and asked me to take a seat so we could 
get on with an exciting day. 
Form time was over. This was when I would meet my worries 
again. But there were none. In fact, I didn't feel anything 
when I went back outside. All I felt was the warm sun beam-
ing down on me. 
Although this was only about just my form period, it really 
shows how your form tutor can change anything. 
Zak Barbouti, 7L 
'Gravesend Grammar School, a place where all boys are wel-
come.' That is what I was told when I first ventured into this 
school. I didn't believe it then—now I'm laughing at my past 
self. My first term at GGS has been a rollercoaster of learning 
and meeting new people. I went from a scared and intimidat-
ed little boy to a settled GGS student with loads of friends.  
During the term, I have experienced a vast range of subjects 

and teachers. The school has encouraged me to take part in 
extracurricular clubs and events, which I have gladly done. 
This has led me to discover the wonders of rugby and I have 
represented GGS by playing against other schools. I now love 
going to school as every day has something new in store for 
me.  
In conclusion, GGS has taught me so many things and in-
creased my skill set by so much in such a short amount of 
time. It excites me to think about what every day has waiting 
for me. 
 Alan Ramic 7L 
As a Gravesend Grammar School student, I am proud to be 
part of this School and they have  done a great job at teaching 
me and many others in Year 7. They have also done a great 
job not just teaching but by organising the extracurricular 
activities, such as chess and many other games and clubs. I 
can’t wait to find out what the teachers and the staff will plan 
for us Year 7 students as we progress further and further.    
Caleb Gao 70 

FIRST IMPRESSIONS cont... 
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YEAR 9 TRIP TO NORMANDY 

The first overseas trip for GGS students post-covid! 6.30—far 
too early—saw Year 9 students and five staff gathered in the 
Sports Hall before heading off to Normandy for five days of 
immersion in French.  An uneventful coach journey took us to 
Asnelles and to the Gold Beach Hotel, our base near the fa-
mous Gold Beach of the Second World War and where we 
met our animateurs. 
Day 1 saw us visit the new British Nor-
mandy Memorial at Ver-sur-Mer, 
overlooking the English Channel, com-
memorating the sacrifice of 22,442 
individuals: British personnel and 
those of other nationalities who were 
serving in British units and who died 
while taking part in D-Day and the 
Battle of Normandy from more than 
30 different countries—an emotive 
site commemorating so many lives lost. Students had the op-

portunity to 
read French and 
English side by 
side and then to 
look at the Me-
morial more 

closely.  Many were astounded at 
the young age of some of those 
remembered there.    
The mood lightened as we trav-
elled from there to Isigny to see 
how caramel is made.  Students 
had a tour around the factory, 
free samples and a visit to the 

gift shop.  From 
Isigny, students 
travelled to Les 
Chèvres de la 
Saffrie goat farm 
where much fun 
was to be had as 
they fed, milked 
and groomed the 
goats, followed by 

a tasting of the cheese.  The farm owner described (in French) 
the process for rearing the goats 
and making different cheeses. 
Day 2 was a long day.  It started 
with a visit to Bayeux to visit the 
market where students had to 
find answers to questions in 
their booklets, followed by a 

visit to the famous Bayeux 
Tapestry.  A quick lunch and 
then on to Mont St Michel, a 
UNESCO World Heritage site, 
where students had the op-
portunity to visit shops and 

the Abbey and walk around the walls before settling down to 
their evening meal in a restaurant there.  We walked back 
along the causeway whilst the sun set. 
Day 3—and off to the Chateau de la Baudonniere for a day of 
activities including breadmaking, archery and orientation. 
Students were able to bring their bread back to Gold Beach 
Hotel for their evening meal where they also tasted snails (to 
mixed reactions!). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our last day, Day 4, began with a visit to the D Day Landing 
Museum in Arromanches.  Students learned how the artificial 
harbours were transported across the English Channel and 

the vital part they played during 
the War.  These are still clearly 
visible and the size of the Land-
ings became much more appar-
ent.  A couple of films and a lot 
of WW2 memorabilia brought 
the Landings to life.  After the 

obligatory visit to the gift shop, we went to visit the American 
Cemetery at Colleville where, once again, the number of lives 
lost in the War became all too real. 
Thanks to Miss Lewis for organising a successful trip and to 
the staff who accompanied it!  HJH 

 
Paras Chodha 9N writes: 
78 years after D-Day, Gravesend Grammar School landed on Gold 
Beach in Normandy. We weren’t there to fight a war but we were 
able to pay our respects to the heros who did when we visited the 
British Normandy Memorial. 
There were many interesting activities that we had the chance to 
experience. We fed, groomed and looked after goats on a goat farm. 
We went to a caramel factory and learnt how caramel is made. In 
between all of this we had the opportunity to try snails. Going to the 
Bayeux Tapestry and learning about the battle of Hastings was an-
other pleasurable adventure.  
On this trip, my most favourite activity was going to St Mont Michel.  
St Mont Michel is a tidal island and a main land commune in Nor-
mandy.  While visiting this we were able to explore the whole com-
mune. We were allowed to go to shops and buy whatever we wanted 
to. 
Of course, this trip would not be able to have occurred without the 
leadership and the organisation skills of the teachers. All of their 
hard work and effort is greatly appreciated. 

 

Waiting to see the  

Bayeux Tapestry 
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YEAR 8 VISIT GERMANY 

Once again, students found themselves in School at 6.30 am—
this time 33 Year 8 students were visiting Germany to hone 
their skills speaking German.  As with the Year 9 trip to France 
two weeks previously, the weather was kind to us and we 
were treated to wonderful autumn colours as we travelled.  
On our way, we travelled through France, Holland and Belgium 
before arriving in Nideggen in Germany where we met our 
Betreuers.  The students’ first challenge (much to the amuse-
ment of staff members) was to make their own beds—there 
were some very inventive ways of trying to get duvets into 
covers and flat sheets on to mattresses!  The next surprise 
challenge for the students was making their own lunches eve-
ry day—that was interesting! 

Our German immersion began 
with a visit to the Lindt Schoko-
ladenmuseum in Cologne where 
the free samples were very popu-
lar.  A visit to the gift shop and 
then we were off to see the stun-
ning cathedral and walk the Dom 
Town 
trail.  
Excited 
students 
then 
visited 
the FC 

Koeln stadium for a tour of the 
grounds and changing rooms used by 
this famous team.  A mock press con-
ference took place with students fir-
ing questions to a panel of their 
peers.  Before leaving, of course, there was another gift shop 
visit! 

Our second day saw us heading to 
the border town of Aachen where 
the Kletterhalle offered students 
the opportunity to conquer the 
climbing walls.  Some embraced 
this with zeal but others took their 
time but were equally successful in 
overcoming their fears under the 
expert guidance of the instructors 
who were very patient.  From Aa-

chen we travelled to the 
very picturesque town of 
Monschau, via Drielanden-
punt, the point at which 
Germany, Belgium and Hol-

land meet giving students the chance 
to stand in three countries at once.  
On arriving in Monschau many students sampled crepes and 
currywurst (hopefully not together!) and to explore this very 
pretty town, which even produced a rainbow for us.  There 
were plenty of shops and many families will have received 
gifts purchased here. 
The evening activity saw students decorating gingerbread men 
in a variety of patterns and colours.  Hopefully most of these 
will have made it home for families to see and taste.  Other 
evening activities during the week included rugby, football, 
badminton and a form of 
table tennis played without 
bats as well as completing 
workbooks. 
On our final day in Germany, 
we had a lovely walk of 
about 5km alongside the 
Urft Dam.  Autumn colours 
were really evident here and 
the views from the dam 
were stunning.  We returned 
by an electric ferry—used 
because the dam provides 
drinking water and to avoid 
polluting it.  From here we 
visited Greifvogelstation & 
Wildfreigehege Hellenthal 
Nationalpark Eifel to see a 

display of birds of prey and other animals, although the 
boys also enjoyed the play park! 
Having seen the Burg  in 
Nideggen from the viewing 
platform on the roof of our hos-
tel, the final activity of the week 
to walk the short distance to 
see it close up before boarding 
the coach and returning home. 
Thank you to all the staff who 
accompanied the trip. HJH 
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Term 1 Update 
Silver DofE (Year 11) 
19 Year 11 students ventured to Ashdown Forest in late-
September for their Silver DofE Qualifying Expedition. Over 
the summer they were busy planning their routes, menu plans 
and expedition purpose work. 
All three groups did exceptionally well. For the students, Ash-
down Forest is an area not known to them and thus provided 
the navigational challenge. The groups did indeed find naviga-
tion difficult at times (for example, fallen leaves and over-
grown bushes covering obscure footpaths, multiple false 
tracks in forests and walking across golf courses to name a 
few), but they overcame these with skill and persistence. 
Equally, all students competently demonstrated campcraft 
skills at their overnight stays. Whether it was pitching tents, 
fetching water, cooking meals or keeping the camping area 
tidy, each and every one of them had an important role to 
play. 

 
Everyone passed the expedition, and in Term 2 they will need 
to present their purpose work to their assessors in order to 
fully pass the Expedition section. They will then have until 
Spring 2023 to sign off their Silver Award, before the exam 
season begins. Congratulations to all! 
Thank you to Miss Couves, Mr Foster, Mrs McLean and Mr 
Parrott for making the weekend a success. 
Gold DofE (Year 12 and Year 13) 
Taking part in a Gold DofE expedition is always a huge commit-
ment. This summer, four Year 13 students (Arun Jandu 13AS, 
Naitan Negara 13RMH, Caleb Rolfe 13CNW and Alex Richards 
13KMJ) headed to the Peak District for their Practice Expedi-
tion, and ex-student Max Charlwood joined them for their 
Qualifying Expedition in Dartmoor. 
The Peak District is challenging because of the hilly terrain. 
Once an expedition group climbs a hill, navigation becomes 
relatively straightforward (but not necessarily a walk in the 
park). However, inclement weather can make a pleasant jour-
ney a misery, because the ground becomes boggy and re-
duced visibility can make spotting navigational features ardu-
ous. The possible sudden temperature drops mean partici-
pants must be fully prepared. 

 
On the other hand, Dartmoor is flatter, but navigation is more 
demanding. Recognised footpaths and bridleways may not 
always take an expedition group to where it wants to go, and 
often they will need to go ‘off-piste’ and navigate across bland 
moorland – relying on their compasses, pacing and observa-
tion skills to try and work out where they are and where they 
need to go. Hungry foxes can sometimes pose a problem for 
the expedition groups too – more on that in another edition of 
the newsletter. 

 
In any case, I am pleased to report that everyone passed their 
Practice and Qualifying Expeditions. I was fortunate enough to 
help at the Qualifying Expedition, and throughout the week 
me and my colleagues from Medway Open Award Centre 
(MOAC) worked with all expedition groups to complete their 
expedition. The pub meal at the end of the expedition is al-
ways the big carrot at the end of the stick – and it always 
works! 
Well done to all participants for completing both expeditions 
and they now have until their 25th birthday to finish the re-
maining sections of their Gold Award. 
 
KKP 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARDS 
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CCF 

Our new cohort of cadets have started parading and are learning 
about drill as well as theoretical knowledge. Some of our existing 
cadets were selected to attend camps and courses over the last few 
months and they have shared their thoughts. CNW 
Ipswich course - Mehul Kataria 10C 
During the summer holidays I went on a one-week course of CCF. The 
course consisted of numerous different activities. Some of the activi-
ties were the Swans where there was a ride in a swan. There was also 
paddle boarding and building a raft where we competed with other 
teams to see whose raft could survive the longest. We also did a field 
gun day which consisted of arranging a field gun and competed with 
other teams to see who could do the quickest. Later on there was 
kayaking and Canoeing. Archery was another activity. We also pre-
pared our own drills which were then judged by the instructors on 
the last day of the course. 
Powerboating Level 2 – John Behr 11H 
At the start of summer, I had the pleasure of attending a week long 
powerboating course at HMS Raleigh, Cornwall. 
Here, I learned to helm both speed boats, and displacement vessels 
alike. While some vessels sped at a whopping 4MPH, the one I com-
manded managed only a mere 60. 
Spending time so far from ordinary life in almost every sense has 
given me the independence to seek adventure wherever I may find 
it. 
Junior Leadership – John Behr 11H 
On the second weekend of October, Junior Cadet Alif Khan, and I 
joined Sub-Lieutenant Poon on a Junior Leadership Course at HMS 
Sultan, Hampshire.  
Alif and I thoroughly enjoyed experiencing leadership at a practical 
level through impromptu speeches, and leading small teams through 
complex tasks while Mr Poon observed. 
Practical and inspirational leadership are valuable life skills which Alif 
and I began to realise requires a lot of dedication... and shoe polish. 
Powerboat level 2 and Junior Leadership –  
Finley Hampson-Pugh 10S 
During the summer holidays, I was lucky enough to be able to attend 
two CCF camps, one being Powerboat Level Two and the other being 
Junior Leadership. Both were an enlightening experience. Both cours-
es required me to get trains to each of them which gave another 
experience in itself and also gave us important life skills like reading a 
train timetable and actually getting to the right train at the right 
time! My Powerboat Level 2 was situated at HMS Raleigh, the largest 
Royal Naval training establishment in the South West. During this 
week I was given the required theoretical and practical skills to oper-
ate a powerboat vessel, and everyone on the course who passed was 
even given their own licence which means they can legally drive a 
powerboat by themselves (however if you are under 16 you must be 
accompanied by a responsible adult). This is one of the reasons why 
courses are so great, as you are able to get qualifications that you 
can use in real life for absolutely nothing in terms of money (apart 
from your spending money). Junior Leadership was at BRNC (the 
Britannia Royal Naval College), and was personally my favourite of 
the two courses. Junior Leadership was a combination of theory 
(what it means to be a good leader, different types of leadership and 
what does a good leader need to do in a team environment) and 
practical activities which usually consisted of PLTs (Practical Leader-
ship Tasks) and drill. At the end of the week we were required to 
Beat the Retreat, which was a large marching ceremony which every-
one did from all seven different courses which were present at BRNC, 
and this mainly consisted of us marching past the VIP who was the 
Lieutenant Colonel of the Royal Marines. I was lucky enough to be 
one of seven to have lunch with him after being selected to do so 
representing Junior Leadership at the meals. If you are not a member 
of CCF I would encourage you to join to have the opportunity to 

attend all of these different courses as they really are individual op-
portunities that you will struggle to find anywhere else. 
CNW 
 
CHATHAM DOCKYARD 
On Monday 17th October 2022, part of the CCF (Combined Cadet 
Force) group went on a trip to the historic dockyard of Chatham. This 
trip was amazing because we learnt about the history of Chatham, as 
well as the war machines that this dockyard once held in its prime.  
Part of our trip was to explore three ships— one of these was a sub-

marine by the name of HMS Ocelot. This submarine was extremely 
cramped inside, there were little hidden corridors behind bunks and 
secret rooms.  
After a tour of this humungous, very  imposing submarine (which was 
in  fact used to spy on the enemy in the Cold War), we were given a 
quick tour of HMS Cavalier. This was a big WW2 destroyer. The top  

deck was really quite high, and did you know that HMS Cavalier was 
named ‘the fastest ship in the fleet’ because of how fast it could go? 
It could reach a top speed of 
36knots, or 40mph. 
This ship is HMS Gannet. This 
really is a magnificent ship. 
Noticeably big and compel-
ling. Unfortunately, the day 
we went, the poop deck (the 
roof of the cabin) and the 
bottom deck was closed, but 
we still had a wonderful time 
exploring the ship and ringing the bell.  
After exploring the ship, we made our own rope. This was a key activi-
ty because Chatham is also famous for its rope making. Its rope facto-
ry is the largest in Europe, spanning over a quarter of a mile. 
Making our own rope was incredibly good fun as we turned the 
wheels to create an effect where the rope twists together very tightly 
and becomes rope.  
After lunch we went to the film theatre and learnt about the old 
ships. We also saw models of ships which were impressive. Some 
were very big; the biggest model I saw weighed about a tonne!! 
All too soon, it was time to walk back to the minibus and return to 
school.  

Hardev Thandi 9P 

HMS Ocelot 
The hatches were ridiculously 

small to crawl through! 

This area would have been where the 
crew would have slept. Hammocks were 

to be used for four hours per person. 
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Besides being a teacher, the School’s DofE Manager and Out-
door Education Coordinator, I am also a Cadet Force Adult 
Volunteer (CFAV) of the School’s Combined Cadet Force, Roy-
al Navy Section. 
This summer, Jeevan Khunkhun (11S) and Mehul Kataria (10C) 
signed up to attend the inaugural CCF RN Summer Camp at 
Royal Hospital School, Holbrook. The summer camp is a re-
placement of the HMS Bristol Summer Camp that has been 
running for many years. Sadly, HMS Bristol was decommis-
sioned as a training ship in 2021, and it is waiting to be recy-
cled. 
The RHS Summer Camp is open to all cadets, from new entry 
cadets all the way to senior officer cadets. It is designed to 
allow all cadets to have some fun after a long academic year. I 
was one of the CFAVs who signed up to help with the summer 
camp. 
The camp offered a relaxing environment for cadets from 
across the UK to get to know each other. They were put into 
divisions and took part in several activities: 
Drill Practice: on the last day of the camp, there was a compe-
tition between the divisions. One event was a 15-minute drill 
piece that each division had to come up with and present – in 
this case, to the CCF Commanding Officer, Commander Philip-
pa Edge. 
Field Gun Run: each division learnt how to complete a field 
gun run (a Royal Navy tradition), and this was one of the com-
petitive events 
Kayaking: each division were able to practise kayaking in a 
nearby canal and play some team games 
Swans (Motorboats): each division took out the Black Swan 
and Blue Swan motorboats for a cruise from Ipswich to Felix-
stowe and back 

On the last day, all divisions took part in a series of competi-
tive events in a bid to be the best division. The events includ-
ed a drill piece, archery and a field gun run. Mehul’s division 
won the overall competition, and he took home a medal in 
recognition of his achievements. 
Junior Leadership Course, HMS Sultan 
In early October, I was selected to help at a Junior Leadership 
Course in HMS Sultan, Gosport. I enjoy working with cadets to 
be the best they can as part of their life journey. Two cadets, 

John Behr and Alif Khan (11F) joined me over the weekend. 
Although the course was short, it was incredibly well-packed: 
Self-Introductions: each cadet and CFAV were asked to stand 
at the front and introduce themselves (where they are from, 
subjects, hobbies, fun facts). Some found it straightforward, 
but for some it was their first time speaking publicly in front 
of a small audience. 
Kit Cleaning: cadets must always look immaculate while in 
uniform. Each night, they ironed their uniform, polish their 
boots ready for inspection the next morning. 
Practical Leadership Tasks (PLTs): these tasks encourage ca-
dets to develop their personal skills, and they take turns being 
the leader. They must complete the tasks within a time limit. 
They were also given an opportunity to design PLTs for other 
cadets to attempt. 
Drill: it is expected that all uniformed personnel march as a 
troop while within the military establishment, including head-
ing for meals. It was another good opportunity for cadets to 
practise their drill movements, as well as standing in front and 
commanding a troop. 
Orienteering: the group took part in an orienteering exercise 
at Queen Elizabeth Country Park. They followed a specific 
course within the country park and had to record evidence 
that they had been to each control (checkpoint). 
Snap Talks: each cadet was asked to stand at the front and 
talk about a random word for one minute. Cadets could only 
forfeit a word once and had to work out how long a minute is. 
While John talked about ‘frightened’ (he announced to the 
group this was his feeling during the talk), Alif talked about a 
‘fuse’ – but he talked about a circuit breaker instead. Other 
cadets talked about ‘venerable’, ‘leather’ and ‘transportation’. 
All in all, it was a fun-packed weekend, and the cadets learnt 
plenty about the military, but more importantly, about them-
selves. 

 
 
 

KKP 

CCF RN SUMMER CAMP, ROYAL HOSPITAL SCHOOL 
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GGS SPORT 
I have been delighted to take up a position here at Gravesend 
Grammar School. The ethos of sport and the enthusiasm of 
the students to learn and improve is infectious. The depart-
ment has a clear vision to make our institution a “hot-bed” of 
sport in the County and our extra-curricular sports pro-
grammes are putting our name out there.  
As you will read later, our rugby programme is going from 
strength to strength and the number of pupils representing 
the school is increasing all the time. Our Senior Squad has 
made a fantastic start to the season and they are all excep-
tional role models to our younger pupils. We are in the pro-
cess of introducing a Leadership Academy which will begin 
with Tag Rugby. We are aiming for our Senior Squad to coach 
the sport in local primary schools with the aim of improving 
rugby across Gravesham. From here they will be signposting 
youngsters to their local rugby clubs. By improving the rugby 
provision across the Borough, it should improve the level of 
rugby at the lower end of the school. This will also provide our 
senior students with coaching and leadership experience and 
will help them with UCAS, apprenticeship and job applica-
tions.  
To experience the atmosphere at a basketball fixture is incred-
ible. The Basketball programme is progressing well and all the 
hours of practice that the pupils are doing is having a great 
impact on them as young men. The mentoring of all of the 
Student Athletes is having a dramatic impact on academic 
outcomes. Pupils know that they have to stay on top of their 
school work before they are able to practice.   
The Netball programme is relatively new and the Sports Hall is 
full at every training session, which is really encouraging to 

see. The girls have been given the opportunity to not only im-
prove on the court, but off-court sessions in the Athletic De-
velopment Centre with our Strength and Conditioning Coach 
are also benefitting the players.   
Open Badminton sessions on Friday afternoons are an incredi-
ble sight. Hundreds of pupils are given the opportunity to play 
in our relatively small Sports Hall. From this open session, our 
resident Badminton Coach, Tony, has been able to select a 
highly competitive squad; watch this space for results of some 
of the forthcoming competitions. 
Having a qualified Strength and Conditioning Coach on our 
staff is benefiting all programmes. Student Athletes are be-
coming more confident in what they have to do to become 
better players and they all have a clear pathway that they are 
able to follow.  
We have a unique opportunity in schools to influence every 
child and ensure that they have the skills to lead healthy lives 
whilst at school and beyond their time with us. Our mass par-
ticipation programme is really important to us and it was so 
nice to see such a fantastic participation rate at the House 
Rugby this year. Our core PE curriculum allows every pupil to 
understand their level and we give pupils opportunities to 
enhance their social, mental and physical skills across a wide 
variety of sports and physical activities.  
I have only mentioned a very small part of what has gone on 
this term. I am incredibly excited to help all sport progress and 
make Gravesend Grammar School the place to be for sporting 
excellence.  
Mark Robinson 
Director of Sport 

‘BETTER THAN LAST TIME!’ 
The start of September not only heralded in the new academic year, but also the new school rugby season along with the arrival of a new set 
of Y7 boys full of energy and enthusiasm. Most of whom had not seen a rugby ball let alone handled one. Tuesday and Thursday evenings 
have seen over 40-50 boys attending the Year 7 training sessions; these have seen the boys progress from mastering the idea of ‘ball goes 
backwards and you run forwards’ to full contact tackling, rucking and mauling. Whilst results on the pitch show a mixed start to the fixtures, 
the effort and energy from the boys along with the work of a coaching team assisted by boys from the 1st  XV have strived to build the rugby 
club culture within the boys and all Year 7 culminating in House Rugby.  All who watched where impressed by the efforts and physicality 
shown and all bodes well for the second half of the season in particular and GGS rugby in the future. 
Each session finishes with the question “What do we want to be?” all assembled reply “Better than last time!” and the boys are encouraged 
to carry this ethos across all of their school activities. 

TP 

SENIOR RUGBY 
Our Senior Rugby programme began with a pre-season tour to Cardiff Met University.  The Squad spent three days together 
working on skills, strength, and conditioning as well as receiving a talk from the Director of Rugby at Cardiff Met, Daniel Milton, 
who spoke to the students about player pathways at BUCS Super Rugby programme. The tour allowed the Squad to be fully 
prepared to go into our first fixture of the year against Maidstone Grammar, which was run this year alongside our first ‘Old 
Boys’ Day’.  Both the 1st and 2nd teams performed exceptionally picking up wins in both games. Since then the squads have con-
tinued with that success. The 1st team has played seven games, winning five and losing two, both in very close games against a 
well-drilled Brentwood and a strong Skinners’ School in the National Vase Round 3. The 1st team has scored 243 points and 
conceded 74, showing that as a team they have shown some exceptional attacking ability, and as is with all teams at GGS we 
always have a strong defence. Our 2nd team have gone one better and are currently undefeated, in a fixture list that included 
Ravenswood and Brentwood,  This shows a real development and culture of working together within the team. As we move 
into the second half of the season, we look forward to welcoming our local fixture list in Rochester Maths, Kings, Chis & Sid 
and Dartford, culminating in our under-the-lights game against Kings at Gravesend Rugby Club on 14th December. This squad of 
players truly has something special to show: all our fixtures, with kick-off times, can be found on our SOCS website.  If you are 
free on a Saturday morning and wish to see some exceptional rugby being played at Gravesend Grammar School please do 
come and support the boys.  https://www.socscms.com/SOCS/PROsport/default.asp  

https://www.socscms.com/SOCS/PROsport/default.asp
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HOUSE RUGBY 
Our annual House Rugby competition this year was once again a display of some outstanding rugby and true Gravesend Gram-
mar school spirit. Around 450 students arrived at the school on a clear morning ready to represent their Houses in either a con-
tact or touch competition. As with our previous year, members of the Senior Rugby programme were in charge of teams, lead-
ing on coaching and motivation with the teams. The standard of rugby on display showed clearly that all the students have 
been working hard in their Games lessons, as well as listening to their coaches in their extra curriculum sessions. The winners in 
each competition are shown to the right. 
The main focus of House rugby is that all students, regardless of their confidence, are able to represent their Houses, so partici-
pation points are awarded to each individual who attended, which is reflected in the table. 
 

 
 
 

 

Contact Touch Overall  

1st: Cliff 
2nd: Hill 
3rd: Fleet  
4th: School 
5th: Town  
6th: Downs 

1st: School 
2nd: Cliff 
3rd: Downs 
4th: Hill 
5th: Town 
6th: Fleet 

1st: Cliff  
2nd: Hill  
3rd: School  
4th: Downs  
5th: Town  
6th: Fleet  

Year 7 

1st: Town 
2nd: Downs 
3rd: Fleet 
4th: School  
5th:  Hill 
6th: Cliff 

1st: Town 
2nd: Fleet 
3rd: Cliff 
4th: School 
5th: Hill 
6th: Downs 

1st: Town 
2nd: Fleet 
3rd: Downs 
4th: Cliff 
5th: School 
6th: Hill  

Year 8 

1st: Hill  
2nd: Fleet  
3rd: Downs  
4th: Town  
5th: Cliff  
6th: School  

 
 

N/A 

1st: Hill  
2nd: Fleet  
3rd: Downs  
4th: Town  
5th: Cliff  
6th: School  

Year 9 

BASKETBALL 

Summer Skill Camps 2022 
Over the summer break, students in year 7 
and 8 were invited to take part in GGS Bas-
ketball Academy’s summer skill camps, host-
ed at the School. Each cohort received three 
days’ worth of technical basketball coaching, 

introductions to athletic training and, of course, lots of games-
based opportunities. Over 50 students were enrolled into 
camp and the sessions were a massive success, with great im-
provement seen across the board and a huge spike in the in-

terest towards basketball from younger GGS students. 
Senior Basketball Academy Accepted into Prestigious College 
Basketball League 
We are extremely thrilled to officially announce that for the 
2022-23 season, GGS Basketball Academy has been accepted 

to compete in Basketball England’s prestigious ‘College Bas-
ketball League’. This league falls under England’s top collective 
of academy leagues and marks a huge step forward for the 
basketball programme here at Gravesend Grammar School. 

 

 
Mr Tong commented: 
“Moving into the academy leagues has been a key goal in the 
development of the programme here at GGS and it’s really 
exciting to be accepted into the league in our second competi-
tive season. The quality of opposition we will be facing each 
week is outstanding and will provide our performance athletes 
with an excellent development opportunity. The Senior Squad 
has worked tirelessly throughout the off-season window to 
put themselves in a position to be competitive this year, so I 
can’t wait to see how we do”. 
More information, schedules and results for the College Bas-
ketball League can be found through their website  
(http://eabl.org/cbl/).  
Launch of New U14 Performance & Development Squads 
Following the taster sessions and summer camps that took 
place last year, trials for the new U14 Performance and Devel-
opment squads were hosted in September. Over 70 students 
were present at trials 
The U16 Basketball Academy camp that took place in May was 
a huge success, with many of the U16 academy squad mem-
bers in attendance. The 3-day skills camp emphasised ball han-

http://eabl.org/cbl/
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dling, finishing and shooting, along with game-based decision-
making. The student-athletes that took part made massive 
strides forwards as players and expanded their skill set in mul-
tiple areas. 
Term 1 Fixture Results 
Saturday 17th September 
GGS U16 lose 60-34 against Maidstone Grammar School (Pre-
Season Friendly) 
Saturday 17th September 
GGS Senior 1st Team win 106-20 against Maidstone Grammar 
School (Pre-Season Friendly) 
Friday 23rd September 
GGS Senior 1st Team lose 66-65 against Christ’s College Finch-
ley (Pre-Season Friendly) 
Wednesday 28th September 
GGS Senior 1st Team win 93-18 against Rainham Mark Gram-
mar School (Pre-Season Friendly) 
Friday 30th September 
GGS Senior 1st Team win 97-46 against Folkestone Academy 
(Kent Cup) 
Monday 3rd October 
GGS U15 lose 57-53 against Beths Grammar School (Kent Cup) 
Wednesday 5th October 
GGS Senior 1st Team win 77-57 against The College of Richard 
Collyer (College Basketball League) 
Thursday 6th October 
GGS U13 win 38-16 against Farringtons School (Pre-Season 
Friendly) 

Friday 7th October 
GGS Senior 1st Team win 57-44 against Sevenoaks School 
(Friendly) 
Monday 10th October 
GGS U14 win 36-11 against St John's Catholic School (Kent 
Cup) 
Wednesday 12th October 
GGS Senior 1st Team win 74-36 against Haberdashers’ Aske’s 
Knights Academy (Kent Sixth Form League) 
All further basketball schedules and results can be found via 
the following web page:  
https://sport.gravesendgrammar.com/  
JT 
 
The Bridge Group Return as  
Official Basketball Academy Spon-
sors 
GGS Basketball Academy is proud to 
be sponsored by The Bridge Group, 
an industry leader in security and 
facility management services. Their 
generous support allows the Basket-
ball Academy to offer its student-athletes top-quality provi-
sions every day. To find out more about The Bridge Group and 
their fantastic array of services, please visit their website at 
https://www.thebridgegroup.uk.com/.  

https://sport.gravesendgrammar.com/
https://www.thebridgegroup.uk.com/
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UNDER 14s RUGBY  
The Under 14’ had an excellent start to the season with the 
Performance squad winning their first five games. Defeating 
the likes of St Laurence College, St Olaves and Maidstone 
Grammar. This included a win against Ravenswood to book 
their place into the third round of the National Cup. Through-
out all of this their performances have improved due to their 
commitment to after school and lunchtime training. The final 
two games of the season have seen defeats to Brentwood and 
Langley Park to knock them out of the Kent Cup. Despite these 
two late defeats the quality of training has not dropped off 
and the time before half term has been used very effectively 
to develop aspects of everyone's game.  
The Development Squad have also worked exceptionally hard 
for the first half of the season. The proof has been in their re-
sults as they still remain unbeaten in all of their four games. 
The squad are maturing and developing which has shown 

there is a bright future for all of these players. The dedication 
and commitment from all of the squad players to achieve over 
30 students at training regularly.  The students are very excit-
ed for the next half of the season with the likes of Rochester 
Maths, Kings and Dartford to play.  
BS 
 
NETBALL 
Netball enters its second year at Gravesend Grammar. The 
enthusiasm and energy surrounding the sport has been excel-
lent. Thursday morning training has regularly been attended 
by a core squad of 20 Sixth Form girls. All members are looking 
to build on the success of last year's season. Fixtures this year 
will be looking to take on local rivals such as Dartford Gram-
mar, Chislehurst and Sidcup Grammar and Rochester Maths.  
The attitude and commitment of the squad has been evident 
as cold and dark mornings have begun, yet attendance to 
training still remains high. The term finished with a thrilling 
game against our GCSE students. It finished with a score from 
our Senior Squad to tie the game up with four seconds to play. 
A very enjoyable experience for everyone that helped the 
squad massively. The squad are eager for their first game 
against Dartford Grammar at home on Wednesday 30th No-
vember. Any support would be greatly appreciated by the stu-
dents.   
BS 

 
CRICKET 
The cricket season has just finished and a very successful sea-
son by all age groups was achieved. The Senior side got to the 
Kent Final. All the age group sides had successful block fixtures 
and runs in the Kent Cup. The development of the cricket pro-
gramme has meant that there will be a greater emphasis on 
pre-season this year, to ensure all teams are ready for our first 
games in May.  
This success of last year has been shown in the amount our 
students represent at the county level. Rajan Sian, Logan Sims 
and Sam Pannell. We congratulate all of these students who 
all have very successful seasons for the school as well as the 
county. Furthermore Rajan has been selected for Kent’s 
Emerging Players Programme. We look forward to seeing all 
these players showcasing their talent for Gravesend Grammar 
this summer.  
The future of the cricket programme looks bright. This is evi-
dent in the booking of our 2024 Sri Lanka Tour. 26 eager stu-
dents will jet  off to Sri Lanka for a four game tour. During their 
time in Sri Lanka they will visit three destinations with various 
activities in between the games. The tour promises to be an 
amazing experience for all students involved. With the aim of 
continuing to build our senior programme and build on the 
success of this coming year. All students attending the tour 
have been commitment members of the GGS programme over 
the last two years and as a result will be attending this tour.  
With the tour and the ever building programme we are also 
looking for sponsorship to help develop our facilities. We will 
be fundraising over the course of the next three years for out-
door nets that will be vital to our progress as a programme. If 
anyone is interested then please get in contact with myself via 
email. You can contact me at 
stockb@gravesendgrammar.com.  
BS 
 

HOCKEY 
Term 1  
Hockey in Term 1 has been hugely popular throughout all age 
groups at the school, with large numbers at training on Mon-
days (Years 7 and 8), Tuesdays (Seniors) and Wednesdays 
(Years 9 and 10). Our school fixtures begin in Term 3 after the 
Christmas break so the preparation that the boys are putting 
in now will be crucial once the fixtures start.  
The School has continued to build on the link with Gravesham 
and Wellcome Hockey Club which was created last season to 
give students more hockey opportunities, and support hockey 
locally in Gravesend. A number of students have now moved 
on from the GWHC development team and are now playing in 
higher teams within the club. We have also seen many new 
year 9’s join the development team to continue the School & 
Club link.   
Another big term of preparation commences after half term. 
All the details of our Term 3 and 4 fixtures can be found on the 
GGS sport website sport.gravesendgrammar.com  
BPS 
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Congratulations to Maxime Carolan 10T who has been called 
up to the National Squad for the Under-17 Nevza Indoor 
Tournament in Denmark in November, an event featuring 
top young players in northern Europe. 

VOLLEYBALL 

RUGBY CLUB MURAL—FINISHED! 

SWIMMING 
Kent Secondary Schools Swimming Relays 
This event was held in many counties throughout England 
over the last month or so with teams competing for a place in 
the English Schools' Swimming Association Secondary Relay 
Teams National Finals which will be held at the LAC in Novem-
ber.  
Unfortunately, we did not have sufficient swimmers to field an 
Intermediate or Junior team but the boys were keen and hap-
py to swim a mixed team of 2 Junior and 2 Intermediate swim-
mers just to get some practice in.  This meant that whilst they 
would get the opportunity to swim, regardless of where they 
came in the event they would not be eligible to progress to 
the finals.   
The team consisted of Jacob Barker (8O), Justin Chenu (8L), 
Patrick Chenu (9O) and  Zac D'Cruz (9M).  They put in two very 
good swims and managed a 4th place in the Intermediate 
Freestyle relay.  A special mention to Patrick and Zac who only 
returned from the Normandy trip the night before and still 
pulled out all the stops to compete.   
Although the senior team all have competed before at this 
event, it was their first time in three years competing togeth-
er.  However, they have swum for the school so many times 
now and know each other so well that I am fairly redun-
dant.  They decide what order they should swim in for the 
freestyle relay and who should swim which stroke in the med-
ley relay and all that’s left for me to do is cheer them on!  
The Freestyle Relay was our first event - Daniel Oliver (12AD), 
Rishi Rajput (13KMJ), Anthony Morgan (13ZAL) and David Al-
len (13CNW) and the Medley Relay Rishi - Back, Anthony - 
Breast, David - Fly and Daniel - Free was the last event of the 
meet.  
They chose very well and won both events which is a first for 
the School.  We then had a nervous wait of nearly two weeks 
whilst the results were collated from the different counties, to 
find out if we had qualified for the finals.  Whilst I was hope-
ful, and winning the Kent event stood us in good stead, a win 
isn’t a guarantee of progression as you never know what the 
standard of swimming was in the other regions.   However, we 
now know that we have qualified outright for the next round 
(previously we qualified as reserves (still a very admirable 
result)) and are looking forward to 19th November.   
JLW 

 
Congratulations to George Goodwin (9K) who was selected to 
swim in the Swim England National County Team Champion-

ships at Ponds Forge, Sheffield 
on 2nd October.  The team went 
on to win their first National 

County Team Championship title 
after a nail-biting race for the top 
spot which went down to the wire. 
Our picture shows George cele-
brating the win with some of the team. 
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250 CLUB 

Details of the June prize draw:- 
1st prize - £195.25 - number 282, member since 2020,  
no previous wins 
2nd prize - £106.50 - number 31, member since before 2005 
3rd prize - £53.25 - number 313, member since 2021,  
no previous wins 
Amount to school - £355.00 
Details of the July 2022 GGS250 Club prize draw:- 
1st - £192.36 goes to number 39, member since 2016 
2nd - £104.92 goes to number 175, member since before 2005 
3rd - £52.47 goes to number 209, member since 2017 
Contribution to school - £349.75 
Details of the August prize draw: 
1st prize £186.31 - number 252, member since 2015 
2nd prize £101.62 - number 126, member since 2021 
3rd prize £50.82 - number 67, member since 2015 
Contribution to school - £338.75 

The 2nd prize winner from July kindly donated his prize back to the 
school as did the lady who won 2nd prize in June, so many thanks to 
both of them. 
Details of the September draw:- 
1st prize - number 37 - £184.93 - member since 2012 
2nd prize - number 18 - £100.87 - member since 2011 
3rd prize - number 12 - £50.45 - member since 2017 
Contribution to school - £336.25 
Thank you to the 3rd prize winner in July who donated her winnings 
back to the school. 
 
Thank you to everyone who continues to contribute to the GGS250 
Club each month - your support is very much appreciated, especially 

in these difficult times. 
Barbara Dumaisnil 
250 Club Co-ordinator 

 

TERM DATES FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2023—2024 
   TERM 1: Friday, 1st September (new Year 7 students in School) 
     Staff INSET day 
     Start: Monday, 4th September 
     Finish: Friday, 20th October 
   TERM 2: Start: Monday, 6th November 
     Finish: Tuesday, 19th December  
   TERM 3: Start: Wednesday, 3rd January 2024 
     Finish: Friday, 9th February 
   TERM 4: Start: Monday, 19th February 
     Finish: Thursday, 28th March  
   TERM 5: Start: Monday, 15th April 
     Finish: Friday, 24th May  
   TERM 6: Start:  Monday, 3rd June 
     Finish:  Tuesday, 24th July 

MILTONIAN 

If you would like to purchase back copies of the Milto-

nian, they are available via ParentPay at £5 per copy.  

We currently have available those from 2018—2019, 

2019—2020 and 2020—2021.  The 2021-2022 edition 

is now also available. 

MATHS CHALLENGE SOLUTION 
 
 

 

TERM DATES FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2022—2023 
   TERM 1: Friday, 2nd September—Staff INSET Day  
     Start: Monday, 5th September 
     Finish: Friday, 21st October 
   TERM 2: Start: Monday, 7th November 
     Finish: Tuesday, 20th December 
   TERM 3: Start: Tuesday, 3rd January 2023 
     Finish: Friday, 10th February 
   TERM 4: Start: Monday, 20th February 
     Finish: Friday, 31st March 
   TERM 5: Start: Monday, 17th April 
     Finish: Friday, 26th May 
   TERM 6: Start: Monday, 5th June 
     Finish: Friday, 21st July 


