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A FULL AND ENRICHING YEAR! 
This term we see the life cycle of school completed. The Year 
13s end their exams and clear from the school whilst the new 
Year 7s start their induction process. Whilst leavers have had a 
somewhat tumultuous Sixth Form due to Covid, I know that 
their Upper Sixth year was as  close to normal as possible and I 
was delighted to attend the Graduation Ball and see so many 
students celebrating their time at the school. We wish all of 
our Sixth Form leavers the very best and hope that they 
achieve their desired A-level results and I look forward to re-
porting their successes in September.  
For September 2022, admissions into the school were the 
most competitive in my time at the school. Even with expand-
ing to seven forms of entry, sadly some students from our 
traditional areas missed out on places at the school. An incred-
ible 700 students had indicated GGS on the common applica-
tion form. There are a number of events planned for the new 
cohort and they should be well inducted into the school prior 
to their first official day with us. 
Term 6 has traditionally been a hive of activity and it has been 
an absolute pleasure to see students actively engaging in ac-
tivities that have been truncated over the last two years. This 
culminated in an exciting and diverse Enrichment Week which 
saw students involved in a huge range of activities such as 
Work Experience, Challenge of Leadership, Japanese day, Year 
7 Camp amongst others. Sports Day and the School Sponsored 
Walk helped us to end the year in an active fashion and I am 
pleased to announce that the Sponsored Walk has so far 
raised just over a fantastic £11,000! 

Anybody who has 
been on site could 
not be anything but 
amazed by the pro-
cess that has been 
made on the school 
building projects. 
The canteen steel 
work has now gone 
up and the true 
size of the project 
is now apparent to 
all. The Sixth Form 

block has windows, a roof and brick work is now flying up. I 
am pleased to report that both buildings are currently on  

 

track! 
We have also seen amazing success in sports outside 
school.  Maxime Carolan represented Team England volleyball 
recently and Brandon Lee Spalding, Curtis Wallis and Kaylan 
Fowler competed in the World Karate Championships in Fort 
Lauderdale. Curtis and Kaylan both won their events at their 
heights for 12 year olds and Brandon won both his own weight 
event as well as the Open Weight for 16-17 year olds ). Our 
golfers excelled themselves and were runners-up in the Na-

tional Schools Golf 
Championship, as 
well as being Cham-
pions of Kent and our 
swimmers came 
away from the inau-
gural World Schools 
Swimming Champi-
onships with a host 
of medals.  You can 
read about their suc-
cesses elsewhere in 
the newsletter. 
Chidi Ikediashi had 

the honour of carrying the Commonwealth Torch in the pro-
cession through Tonbridge. 
I will finish by wishing everybody and happy and sunshine 
filled summer and I look forward to seeing you all again in Sep-
tember.  
  
MDM 

Our new canteen 

The Sixth Form block is taking shape 
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STAFF NEWS 

PLATINUM JUBILEE HONOURS 

Old Gravesendian, Matthew Lee left GGS in 1974 
and went to Oxford Polytechnic, but couldn't 
settle to Business Studies and  he joined the Royal 
Navy in 1977 to become a helicopter pilot, which 
had been his childhood 
dream. After qualifying he 
spent five years flying SAR 
or Anti-Submarine helicop-
ters from ashore and on 
board various ships. He 

then transferred to the Air Traffic Control 
branch of the RN and spent a successful and 
rewarding career before leaving in 2003. 

Since then he has been employed in the aviation 
sector and has worked in the Civil Aviation Au-
thority and his most recent job is as a military 
secondee within the CAA where his job is to co-
ordinate and notify air displays across the UK. He 
was awarded an MBE in the recent Queen's Birth-
day Honours and said 'This was a fantastic sur-
prise and most unexpected and to hear the news 
during the Platinum Jubilee was the icing on the 
cake'. Matt plans to retire later this year and 
hopes to enjoy some long walks around the Lincolnshire countryside 
with his five dogs. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Mr Rees and Miss Lear-
month who were married during half term.   
We welcomed Mrs Kluss back in May after her 

maternity leave and Ms Kermode will return 
before the end of term.  Ms Davies (Finance 
Office) begins her maternity leave in August. 
In preparation for our expansion, we are delighted to be wel-
coming an unusual number of new staff in September, in addi-
tion to those who have already joined us: Mr Louie Cocca has 
joined our Site Management Team, Mr Ashar Bari has joined 
the Maths Department, Ms Ruby Farooqi the Science Depart-
ment, Mr Anthony Parish has joined us as a Cover Supervisor/
Sports Coach, Ms Eliana has joined the Finance Department 
on a maternity cover and Ms Louise Fleet has joined the Sci-
ence Department as Lead Science Technician. 
Those who are joining us in September are Mr Chak-Ho Leung 
who will join the Economics Department as Subject Leader, 
Mr Mark Robinson will be Subject Leader PE, Mr Jordan Berry 
will rejoin us in the Geography Department, Mr Thomas 
Hillsdon joins the History Department, Mr Chris Mackey joins 
us as a Cover Supervisor and Sports Coach, Ms Charlotte Gear-
Chattam will become Subject Leader of Drama, Ms Ellen Col-
borne-Lilley joins the English Department, Mr Richard Alvarez 
joins us as a Teacher of DT and Mr Jacob Shailes will become 
Cover Supervisor/Sports Coach. 
Welcome, too, to our Subject Mentors for next year:  Mr 

Kieron Parrot (who is continuing with us from last year) as a 
Subject Mentor in Politics and History, Ms Katie Purvis 
(Maths, Physics and Politics) and  Mr Caleb Aryee (Maths, 
Physics and Computer Science). 
Some staff are moving on to new challenges.  We have already 
said goodbye to Mr Patrick Krawczak who has been mentor-
ing our Spanish students.  We also say goodbye, thank you 
and good luck for the future to Mrs Alejandra Rojas Enriquez, 
Mr Pat Foreman, Ms Agnesse Graca, Mrs Alison Jones, Mr 
Ben Kite, Mr Emmanuel Lawal and Ms Natalie Stevens.  Miss 
Candace Payne and Ms Olayinka Omoniyi have come to the 
end of their contracts with us and we wish them good luck for 
the future. 
We have three members of staff who celebrate 25 years’ ser-
vice at GGS—Mr Moaby (Headteacher), Mrs Tremain (Deputy 
Headteacher) and Mrs Hobdell, our Canteen Manager.  Many 
congratulations! 
NEW HEADS OF YEAR 
The following have been appointed Heads of Year: 
Year 7  Mrs Rathore  
Year 8  Mr Wild 
Year 9  Mr Clements 
Year 10 Miss Lewis 
Year 11 Mr Burton 
Year 12 Mr Cutting 
Year 13 Miss Chapman 

HEAD STUDENT REPORT 
This is the first academic year post-covid where we have returned to  being “normal” students and  have had to quickly adapt 
back to our customary way of school life. One thing I can say is that the transition across the school has been great, as shown 
by the multitude of events across the year. 
I think there should be a huge ‘well done’ to the Year 11 and Year 13 students who have just finished their exams:  these are 
arguably the most important tests they will ever do.  Having to do exams, after having to endure prolonged time at home 
teaching yourself, is a tough ask so congratulations to those who have done their exams. Credit is also due to the rest of the 
students in the school with their efforts in their end of year exams. 
As a student, the highlight of Term 6 is usually Curriculum Development Week - now known as Enrichment Week - this is a 
week where students get to explore outside the classroom and invest time into enjoyable projects or go on trips. Probably one 
of the most memorable trips is the Summer Camp - this is a trip that hasn’t run for a several years due to covid and as a Year 7 
student, spending three nights with your mates, is one of the best experiences. Other interesting events across the school 
were: Challenge of Leadership, drumming, watersports and trips to London. 
As we wrap up the school year, I hope everyone looks forward to a long, restful, well-deserved break to recharge batteries and 
get ready for our return in September.  
Olamide Soleke 
Head Student 
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CAREERS NEWS 

This term we have been reassessed for the Investor in Careers 
Award which was delayed from 2020 
due to Covid. Thanks to the ongoing 
support of the leadership and wider 
staff team along with our Enterprise 
Advisor, Olukemi Jeboda, and Link 
Governor Rory Patterson, I am pleased 
to report that we were assessed to 
have fully met the exacting standards of the award which we 
will hold for the next three years. The assessor included the 
following comment in her report: 
“GGS has a growing network of partners who offer business 
and community links: these have enriched the careers pro-
gramme with speakers, visits and work experience opportuni-
ties, and although the recent pandemic restrictions have pre-
sented challenges, there have also been creative solutions, 
ensuring the benefits of virtual approaches help to make the 
programme stronger and more varied for the future.” 
We look forward to continuing the development of our career 
programme through the next academic year. 
Year 10 Careers Afternoon 

On 28th June we held a Ca-
reers afternoon for Year 10 
running three sessions on a 
carousel basis with 
the year group in three large 
groups, with two of the ses-
sions sub-divided into two. 
The afternoon included: 

• A talk in the lecture from 
Leigh UTC and NK College including the alternative options 
of FE College, T-Levels & Apprenticeships. 

• A Kent Choices session was delivered in two groups in 
computer rooms with an introduction to the online 
Kent  Prospectus for Post-16 Options and the opportunity 
to explore and compare courses and providers for a subject 
of their choice. 

• A preparation for work experience session was also 
delivered in two groups giving out the employer confirma-
tion details for their work experience and a video briefing to 
prepare for placements.  

Year 10 Work Experience 
During Enrichment week the vast majority of Year 10 students 
were out in the world of work completing work experience 
with an employer of their choice. We send our thanks to all 
the employers who gave their time and attention to make 
these placements possible and we have had some fantastic 
reports of students in a wide variety of placements. Also, a 
huge thank you to all the parents and wider friends and family 
who supported the students to make the arrangements.  
For the students whose placements unfortunately fell through, 
Anglian Group provided a whole week programme of work 
experience to give the students insight into the many facets of 
their business and the job roles and training opportunities that 
exist there. This included a business insight briefing from Ross 
St Quentin, Head of Sales & Client Services – ABP and Michelle 
Dungar, Talent Acquisition Advisor at GGS on Monday fol-
lowed by three different site visits and a final video call on 
Friday. These students concluded the week with group presen-
tations to demonstrate what they had learnt from the experi-
ence.  
The final group of students who were not able to find a place-
ment completed virtual placements in school through the 
week. Virtual placements were with Fujitsu, Airbus, Atkins, 
Barclays, and Brighton & Sussex Medical School. These place-
ments covered a wide range of topics and interactive video 
content exploring areas of work including Cyber Security, Aer-
ospace, Smart cities, Doctor-patient interaction, and Digital 
media. All the staff working with this group through the week 
commented on their excellent behaviour and engagement 
with the tasks available despite the extreme heat. 
Jenny Douse – Careers (dousej@gravesendgrammar.com )  

For this term Engineering Society were able to have to oppor-
tunity to open it back up at lunch times for the students who 
were not available during Enrichment which resulted in a 
better turn out for us and people having the opportunity to 
continue to build their knowledge on engineering for the fu-
ture. 
We also decided to enter a competition in Kent for creating 

the best natural history visiting centre 
in which we had to build a life scale 
model and a write up on how it would 
be implemented. Our design was based 
on the Hanging Gardens of Babylon and 
included renewable energy sources and 
organic materials and we worked to-
gether to try and come up with a de-
tailed design plan and meet the compe-

tition deadline. While doing this, many lessons were learnt 
such as having to work in a team and community. Although 

the outcome wasn’t successful we evaluated what went well 
and how we could improve so that we know what we need to 
do next time to have greater success. 
Another opportunity gained was being able to 
complete a three-day work experience with 
National Highways and Balfour Beatty for the 
Lower Thames crossing. Across the placement, 
professionals came in and guided us and helped us to develop 
many skills which we can use when going into careers in the 
construction industry in the future. 
The plan for next year will be to build on everything this year 
and give students more chances to gain experience and 
knowledge such as speakers coming in, internship opportuni-
ties and more competitions to happen. Doing this will allow 
everyone to get a better understanding what they want to do 
for the future and be able to use their experiences to use in 
their CVSsand personal statements. 
Fahim Kalam—Chair Engineering Society 

ENGINEERING SOCIETY  

mailto:dousej@gravesendgrammar.com
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MEDICAL SOCIETY 

If you are interested in 
finding out more about 
Medicine, Dentistry, Vet-
erinary or other Allied 
Health Professions then 
contact Mrs MacMahon to join your 

year group Medical Society Google Classroom.  
macmahonp@gravesendgrammar.com 
Year 12 update 
This term student presentations have continued, we have 

looked more closely at preparation for admis-
sion tests, such as UCAT and BMAT.   Some of 
our members are accessing on-line resources 
and are completing practice 
tests under timed conditions 
at home. 

For more information see:-https://
www.ucat.ac.uk/ 
https://www.admissionstesting.org/for-test-takers/bmat/ 
We wish them ‘Good Luck’ over the summer with their prepa-
ration. 

We were also joined by two of our 
former students, Abdel and Val, who 
were key members of the Medical 
Society whilst at school.  Both have 
just completed their first year at med-

ical school.  Abdel is at King's College London and Val at St 
Andrew’s. 

The session provided a brilliant opportunity for Medical Socie-
ty members to ask questions about their progression from 
6th Form to Medical School.  They offered advice to members 
about what they should be doing over the summer months, 

answered questions about how they prepared for admission 
tests, which Medical Schools they considered and why, what 
wider reading they covered and the importance of this, what 
interviews they attended and in what format. 
The session was really informative and a great inspiration for 
current Year 12s to think that this could be them in a couple 
of years’ time. 
Many thanks to both Abdel and Val for giving up their time to 
give something back to the Medical Society. 
Year 11 update 
GCSEs are finally over and I’m thoroughly looking forward to 
my transition into Sixth Form. Over the holiday, I’m currently 
trying to find work experience at various places and I’m also 
going to take part in some seminars on sites such as Medic 
Mentor. I believe it is very important to immerse yourself in 
the field/job you are planning to work in so that you can ob-
tain a deeper understanding about it. I am doing some wider 
reading and I will also listen to some podcasts after I’m back 
from helping out at Summer Camp.  
Next year, I will be able to be a part of the Sixth Form Medical 
Society where there will be more regular meetings and where 
I can add to my medical knowledge and stand out from oth-
ers. 
Harvir Sahota 11C 
 

BUSINESS & FINANCE SOCIETY 
The B&F Society has been an incredible success. Given the 
Society began only this year, with a dozen or so members, we 
have averaged 30 members attending over the past few 
weeks. Throughout the year, the B&F Society has covered an 
array of topics, from investing in cryptocurrency, and learning 
personal finance hacks, to generating multiple income 
streams, for instance, buying and selling products. As we 
head into the next academic year, we look forward to explor-
ing different avenues and sharing information to help each 
member pursue their future careers and business goals. One 
key area of focus will be key ‘competencies’ required to thrive 
in any workplace. Our next session will be centred around 
preparing for that first interview. 
Armaan Gill 12 CNW 
Chair of Engineering Society 

Day 1 - Ross St Quintin and Michelle Dungar came into school 
to discuss Anglian and the career opportunities available and 
the different aspects of them. This helped us gain a better 
understanding of what they do and how a large-scale manu-
facturing company operates. Here we got a better under-
standing of the company and what we will be doing through-
out the week. 
Day 2 - We had our first site visit to the headquarters in Nor-
wich where we had a tour of the glass plant and saw how the 
different machines operated and how the windows and 
frames are made and how everything fits together to get to 
the stage where it can be distributed. This was interesting 
because it was the first time we had fully seen and experi-

enced this. 
Day 3 - We went to the training school in Harlow to see what  
apprenticeships involve in the company and how you prepare 
for the role. In this we also learnt about more functions and 
uses of each type of window and why they are designed that 
way, such as why there is a hole to let out condensation. 
Day 4 - We went to the depot in Sittingbourne to see more of 
the administration side of the company and sales as well as 
the store of all the finished products ready to be sent to corre-
sponding housing. This showed us a different side of the com-
pany over just factory works.  (See pictures on page 17). 
Noah Whelan – 10S 
 

Y10 WORK EXPERIENCE WITH ANGLIAN GROUP 

mailto:macmahonp@gravesendgrammar.com
https://www.ucat.ac.uk/
https://www.ucat.ac.uk/
https://www.admissionstesting.org/for-test-takers/bmat/
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PILLARS OF SUCCESS—YEARS 7 AND 8 

 

MILTON AWARD 

This term has seen three Milton Lectures on three different fasci-
nating topics - The Last Emperor of China, The Trojan War and The 
Mayan Calendar. There has been a huge amount of interest in these 
lectures and we have even seen a Year 10 student, Theo Li, delivering 
a brilliantly researched lecture which had staff and students captivat-
ed. In addition to this, Mr Dunne and Miss Miall both delivered su-
perb lectures based on what they had studied at University. 
Thursday 7th July saw our first ever Milton Award Information and 
Celebration Evening, where we were able to celebrate the achieve-
ments of our students so far this year. We were also fortunate to 
have our Deputy Head Student, Kofi Amo-Agyei, to give a speech to 
our Year 9 students and their parents about the impact that Extra 
and Super Curricular activities can have on a young person. We pre-
sented a number of students with a Milton Milestone postcard which 
celebrated their achievements and hard work over the whole of Year 
9.  
A number of students in Year 9 took advantage of the superb oppor-

tunity to take part in the RONA sailing trip. We have received an 
email from the trip coordinator to praise the conduct and attitude of 
our students which is superb to hear. This is an important part of the 
Milton Award which shows students displaying resilience, hard work 
and working as a team.  
The Milton Award recognises and celebrates students who partici-
pate in the Arts. On Saturday 9th July we saw Year 9 students per-
form in the Big Gig. This was a brilliant opportunity not only to show-
case their musical talents, but also to show their contribution to the 
Gravesend Grammar School community. It was a resounding success 
and a great opportunity for our students. 
Next academic year, we will be welcoming a new cohort into Year 9 
and we cannot wait to see them engage with the Milton Award. We 
will be hosting an Information Evening on Friday 15th September for 
all students in Year 9 and their parents. We look forward to seeing 
you there! 
The Key Stage 4 Team 

During Enrichment Week, the whole of Year 9 participated in a wide 
variety of activities and at all times conducted themselves superbly.  
On Monday and Tuesday Mr Foreman organised for the whole year 
group to visit the Tottenham Hotspur Stadium to learn about the 
history of the club, the engineering of the stadium and the communi-
ty work that is now taking place in conjunction with the stadium. 
Three separate members of the stadium staff commented on how 
well behaved our students were and what a credit they were to the 
school. On the day when they were not at the stadium, the stu-
dents selected to take part in one of the following activities - Music 
Workshop, Basketball, Ceramics, Army Bootcamp or Mindfulness 
Fitness. The students created beautiful bowls, learnt the principles of 
yoga, recorded music videos and were physically tested in the Bas-
ketball and Army sessions. The attitude that the students displayed 
was superb and they achieved so much in such a short amount of 
time. 
STEM subjects and activities are very much a part of what we do at 
GGS, and as a result Mrs Papworth organised a superb STEM Day for 
the whole year group. They were academically stretched and had a 
number of different activities to complete whilst working in groups. 
They designed parachutes, completed Escape Room Activities and 
completed Maths problems far beyond their years! 

Solving problems is an integral part of life, so Mr Pollard organised an 
outside company to come in and challenge our students with a wide 
range of Problem Solving Activities. The day saw the whole year 
being put into groups and having to work as a team and trust each 
other to achieve a common goal. Pupils led each other through maz-
es whilst blindfolded, had to build bridges to avoid lava and ultimate-
ly navigate a very tough obstacle course! One of the outside facilita-
tors commented how he had never worked with a group of students 
who were so well behaved and engaged. This was brilliant to see and 
hear! 
With London on our doorstep, Mr Ward made the most of this by 
organising two History trips. One half of the year group spent the day 
in the Imperial War Museum and the other half in the National Ar-
my Museum. Pupils learnt about topics that they have covered this 
year and there was an insight into the GCSE course to come. For 
those who do not study History, they had an opportunity to learn 
about the British Army and Warfare Through Time. Again, we had 
members of staff at the museums commend our students on their 
conduct, manners and engagement.  
It was brilliant to spend the week with the Year 9 students and to see 
them enjoy and achieve so much.  

Key Stage 4 Team 

Year 9 Enrichment Week 2022 

Well done to everyone in Years 7 and 8 for all the efforts they have made this year and their contri-
butions towards Pillars of Success.  We have six Merit Award winners and two Pillars of Success 
winners - Tony Nash (7AMJ) and Oscar Smith (8HNW).  Congratulations to you all! 

Milton Milestones and New Beginnings 
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SPONSORED WALK 

This was a great chance for students to get out of school 
and explore nature even fur-
ther than they have done be-
fore. This year, students took 
on a different route, increas-
ing the distance from the last 
time that they did the walk 
up to just over 13 miles. Eve-
ryone took the same route, 
which started by going out 
the back entrance of Graves-
end Grammar School, then 
continued along Milton Road. 
They had to reach twenty-

four MPs (Marshal Points). Echo Square was the second 
marshal point and then we started to get into the more 
rural areas of Kent. It was a walk full of uphill slopes and 
downhill walks, even with the temperature close to 30 
degrees.  Eventually, they made their way over the A2 
motorway and the train line next to it.  
They stopped half-way on their route for the first lunch 
and drink break, with a chance to relax after walking the 
first 6½ miles. Then the classes set off on the journey 
again, walking through a few more orchards and some 
farm hills on the pathway. Then they 
stopped at MP 21 for their second 

food and drink break, which was in a Scout Hut in 
Shorne. Then they finished the sponsored walk by walk-
ing from Thong Lane, past the Lion Garage, to the en-
trance of the school, just next to St John’s School.  
Each house raised money for the charity that they were 
supporting, here are the lists of the different houses and 
their charities: 
Cliff - Dandelion Time - 
Helping children with emo-
tional issues 
Downs - Teenager Cancer 
Trust 
Fleet - Porchlight - Charity 
for homeless people 
Hill- Gravesham Foodbank 
School - Ellenor Hospice 
Care 
Town - British Heart Foun-
dation 
There was a Google form 
for the parents of every child to fill out to make sure that 
there were no concerns or medical issues over the spon-
sored walk, so it is all safely organised. A great whole 
school activity. 

Robert Batcheldor 7AN 
 

On 8th July, I went on the sponsored walk and walked 
from Gravesend to Cobham and back to school. It was 
definitely a good experience but very tiring especially as 
we were in high temperatures. I really enjoyed it and it 
was definitely good exercise for me. I loved the view 
across the fields and the River Thames.  When we 
stopped for a break we sat in the most beautiful park I 
have seen in quite a while. I got to walk with my friends 
and had fun in general while raising money for charity. I 
had to take loads of water to cope with scorching 

weather. I really enjoyed the community and how or-
ganised the school was and how I was walking for many 
hours to help charity. That made me feel like someone 
good as a person. I would have liked more breaks as it 
was really tiring walking because of the weather but 
overall it was a really lovely walk and I hope to do more 
of them in the future.  
This was my experience of the sponsored walk for chari-
ty. 
Emmanuel Sanusi 7AMJ 

Every year students at Gravesend Gram-
mar School take part in a Sponsored Walk. 
The Sponsored Walk has been cancelled 
for the last two years but this year it has 
been brought back. I had the time of my 
life. I found new friends, explored the 
countryside in depth and gazed in awe at 
the majestic view of rural Kent. We 
walked approximately thirteen miles (20.9215 km to be ex-
act). I have barely recovered and five days have already 
passed. It was not just the Year 7s that felt this way but the 
whole school. We all participated and were accompanied by 
teachers and parents/guardians who volunteered to walk with 
us. 
Thirteen miles we walked and about three quarters of that 
was made up of the countryside. Altogether, there were 
twenty-three MPs (Marshal Points). These regular checkpoints 

helped to keep us on track and kept up 
our morale on the long trek. At MP8 my 
friend Franklin spotted his grandparents 
waiting for him with their dog. As soon as 
he saw them, he said to me, “They always 
find a way to find me!” The walk from 
Gravesend Grammar School to King’s 
Farm is ‘OK’ but the problem was that I 

didn’t know the dreaded fate that was waiting for me: The 
Countryside. I have never, I repeat never, experienced any-
thing as surreal as that but I remembered that we were doing 
this for a good cause. I am in Town House and our selected 
charity is The British Heart Foundation. I want to say thank 
you to all the people who participated and sponsored us and I 
am sure the money will be well spent.  

Joshua Apanishile 7CPB 
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YEAR 8 VISIT THE GURDWARA 

Bhangra dancing: 
The Bhangra dancing was a fun experience as we were all 
dancing together at the same time. We learnt about how 
bhangra came from farmers in India and how each move is 
based on movements that the farmers use in India to grow 

and harvest the crops. It 
was also fun because we 
were doing it in a big group 
and at certain points in the 
dance you had to shout 
‘HOY’ very loudly—we all 
tried to be the loudest! 
The Gurdwara: 
When we first arrived at 
the Gurdwara in Gravesend 
we sat outside around the 
football pitch and ate our 
lunch.  From the outside 
the building is massive and 
is very beautiful. It was 
very obvious that it was 
always looked after and 
there were lots of people 

who helped to clean it. The ground outside the main entrance 
was very smooth and made out of something that looked like 
white marble. 
Once you enter the building, you are expected to take off 
your shoes and put them to the side along with your bags as it 
is a sign of respect to the Guru Granth Sahib; you must also 
cover your head with something as this is also a sign of re-
spect. After having done that, we all moved further into the 
building for a guided tour. First, we gathered outside the main  

prayer hall where everyone had to wash their hands as anoth-
er sign of respect before 
entering.  We then we en-
tered the main prayer hall 
where you are expected to 
be silent and we listened to 
the scriptures for around 
five minutes until we 
moved into another prayer 
hall where we were al-
lowed to ask any questions 
that we had. After the tour we were moved into another 
room on the bottom floor of the Gurdwara where we all took 
part in the experience of Langar, which is a communal free 
kitchen where we all got some food from and sat down to eat. 
(our picture to the right shows Year 8 doing the washing up!). 
Finally, we came to leave, 
but first, you had to remove 
whatever was covering your 
head and if you borrowed it 
from the Gurdwara you had 
to return it to the baskets, 
and lastly you had to put 
your shoes back on and 
collect your bag before you 
leave. 
After leaving, we went back out to the football field where we 
were given thirty minutes to draw a detailed picture of the 
Gurdwara using perspective drawing and our architecture 
skills that we have been learning throughout the year in our 
Art lessons before turning to school 
James Horn 8PJC  

Here’s what Year 8 thought about their visit: 
Zakir S 8PFM said “It changed my opinion about dancing I a positive 
way...many thanks to the professionals who taught us….it would have 
been nice to see a real performance….I’m grateful for the experience. 
Paul S 8PJM said “I found their outfits very interesting as their 
patterns were unique...at first I didn’t really enjoy it….but I had to try 
my hardest so that we could in.  I would like to see some of their 
dancing…” 
Bradley S 8K thought “the dancers were very good, very energetic and 
engaging.  They told us about their culture….and how they dance to 

ether on special occasions….it requires a lot of energy!”. 
Jugaad 8PFM said “I already had a patka (turban) so I could enter 
without a headscarf….we had a praying experience and this helped 
refresh my knowledge of my religion...it was great and the food was 
amazing!”. 
Thabo N  8CC said: “The visit was amazing...I enjoyed looking at the 
intricate art work on the walls...and I really enjoyed the food.”. 
Thomas B  8CC...I found learning about the Gurdwara and Sikhism 
quite interesting…”. 

THE ANSWER TO GLOBAL WARMING? 

Students in Mrs Pedler’s form were challenged to think of an invention to solve the rise in global temperatures.  Dingwei Yang 
came up with this: 

You start off with the five fans, which 
suck carbon from the air down the 
pipes to a chamber. Then there is wind 
to pull the carbon down to the heating 
section. The carbon becomes oxygen 
when the warm light heats it and when 
it reacts to light. It then enters the 
ventilation and oxygen goes up the 
pipe and enters the air again. It is pow-

ered by solar panels—there are two in total (one for underground 
and one for the machine). The first solar panel is to power the under-
ground.  There are two wires connecting the solar panel. One wire is 

for the machine at night because there is no sunlight for the solar 
panels and another wire is for the wind near the warm lights section. 
The other solar panel is to power the machine at day time. This ma-
chine also has a pad for a drone. The drone is like a miniature version 
of the machine but it could fly, it circles around a 10 mile distance 
and then flies back to charge. The charging port for the drone is a 
north and south magnet repellent so it would stay on. Another fea-
ture is that when it lands it won't stay on the ground as there is a 
south and south magnet so it will hover using electromagnetics. It is 
just a cool feature and it doesn't affect the machine in any way. 
 
Watch this space! - Ed  
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OUTSTANDING READATHON SCHOOL  
Students at Gravesend Grammar 
School have been recognised for 
their tremendous fundraising 
efforts during the English Depart-
ment sponsored Readathon earli-
er this year, with the school being 
named as an “Outstanding 
Readathon School” by Read for 
Good. 
Our fundraising efforts saw stu-
dents in Year 7 and Year 8 raise a 
huge £1422.09 this year, making 
the School’s total fundraising for  

 
the charity £10,953.37 through a total of six Readathons since 
1998. 
The Readathon sees students from across Key Stage Three 
raising money for charity while setting themselves personal 
reading goals.  
Pictured holding our school award are our top fundraisers 
from Year 7 and Year 8. Thomas Butterworth of 8CC raised 
£90, and Nicholas Waller from 7BS  an incredible £250.   
 
JMW 

We made it!  
Well done to every parent and carer who helped make this 
such a successful year in the library. The boys have really en-
joyed reading for pleasure this year and I am so excited about 
preparing the library sessions for next year.  
A couple of stats for you…collectively, KS3 read over 230 mil-
lion words. That is a staggering amount of books they 
chomped through. The bar is well and truly set for 22/23! Set 
8F1 were top of the leaderboard clocking up a phenomenal 
27.7 million words, a huge well done to them.  
GGS Library celebrated 66 millionaires in total from KS3 
(students who read a million words), including two students 
who read over 5 million words each, three over 4 million, four 
over 3 million and 10 who read over 2 million words.  
Prizes were handed out in all sets rewarding the students who 
improved their reading this year including £10 Amazon vouch-
ers, books to keep, and chocolate which always goes down 
well.  
Before I go any further, please click NOW on this link and vote 
for GGS to win the £1000 in National Book Tokens. We plan 
expanding the fiction available on our shelves to cover all 
tastes in all year groups, no mean feat! You could also win 
£100 of book tokens for yourself.  
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools?
utm_source=nbt&utm_medium=email&utm_content=schools-
prize-teachers&utm_campaign=20220607_schools  
Closes 29th July. 
In Term 6, every Year 7 and 8 student completed a Star Test 
giving them a final reading age for the year. Certificates were 
sent home and we were delighted to see how many students 
are reading above and beyond where they are expected to be 
nationally.  

 
Koen (Year 9), our inhouse website designer, took on the chal-
lenge to convert his banner to reflect LGBT Pride month in 
June. I’m sure you’ll agree with me, it was perfect. We added 
the Heartstopper graphic novels to our Pride collection and I 

could barely get them on the 
shelf before they were snapped 
up again.  
We created an end of year sur-
vey to understand better what 
the boys like and don’t like. We 
also asked for some suggestions. The replies will help us plan 
ahead and create the perfect library for the school community. 
I was so pleased to see that  84.5% of those that took part 
liked reading for pleasure.  
Term 6 also saw our first stocktake for a number of years. 
Books that have been missing for months were brought back - 
thank you. I was told they had been found under beds, under 
piles of paper on desks and in their school bags. We have hun-
dreds missing, so please may I continue to ask for your support 
in making sure the books are returned to school? This allows 
us to offer a wider range of books for everyone to enjoy. 
I am very proud to announce that we have 13 School Librari-
ans! They had to fill out an application form and I was very 
impressed with their articulate answers. I can’t wait to work 
with this group and I have a feeling we will have lots of things 
to tell you. For starters, they have all taken a proofread copy 
of books (to keep) that I picked up at the recent SLA confer-
ence and will decide amongst them if they feel they would be 
good additions to our library. 
The passion for reading starts at home and I am sure many of 
you will be enjoying some great books this summer. If you’re 
not sure which book to choose then see our Summer Reading 
Recommendations on the next page compiled by the GGS 
staff. I shall be reading Ruth Ozeki’s 2022 Winner of the Wom-
en’s Prize for Fiction, The Book of Form and Emptiness. I’ll let 
you know my thoughts come September. 
Students can find reading lists on the school library to keep 
them ticking over during the summer. Do encourage them to 
keep reading. 
Happy holidays everyone 
Mrs Weekes 
 
STOP PRESS—WORD COUNT FOR KS3 ON THE LAST DAY OF 
TERM IS AN AMAZING 245,765,102! 
 
 
 

LIBRARY NEWS 

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools?utm_source=nbt&utm_medium=email&utm_content=schools-prize-teachers&utm_campaign=20220607_schools
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools?utm_source=nbt&utm_medium=email&utm_content=schools-prize-teachers&utm_campaign=20220607_schools
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools?utm_source=nbt&utm_medium=email&utm_content=schools-prize-teachers&utm_campaign=20220607_schools
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Title Author Staff member Why it is so good 

Breath: The New Science of 
a Lost Art 

James Nestor Mr Jesson Few books have the potential to change your life so easily for 
the better, how changing the way you breath can affect all 
elements of your life. 

The Fountains of Silence Ruta Sepetys Mrs Pasini The hopes and falling in love in the late 50s behind the walls of 
silence of the post-Franco regime in Spain. 

If this is a Man Primo Levi Mrs Pasini A real survival story with hope, faith and humour in the most 
unlikely place 

Power of Geography Tim Marshall Mr Chapelard Sequel to Prisoners of Geography. Understand the geo-politics 
of what is really going on in the world. He correctly predicted 
Putin and Ukraine! 

A Confederacy of Dunces John Kennedy Toole Mr Manson When the smartest person in the room is also the stupidest. 

The Clockmaker's Daughter Kate Morton Mrs Humphreys Once you've got the characters and the time changes sorted 
out, it's a good read! 

The Book of Dust - La Belle 
Sauvage 

Philip Pullman Mrs Sims From the His Dark Materials' set of books. It tells the story of 
how an ordinary boy, Malcolm and his tiny boat, La Belle 
Sauvage', save baby Lyra during a flood, from the Magisterium, 
who want to capture her. 

The House of the Spirits Isabel Allende Mrs Ribeiro Chaves A magnificent epic of a proud and passionate family, secret 
love and violent revolution. 

The Bad Girl Vargas Llosa Mrs Ribeiro Chaves The Bad Girl is a love story of a lifelong love - a tale of meeting 
and parting and a sad parable of corruption and deterioration. 

TSARINA Lover, Mother, 
Murderer 

Ellen Alpsten Mrs Ribeiro Chaves Tsarinan tells the story of Catherine I, the second wife of Peter 
the Great. 

Radium Girls Kate Moore Ms Bellot The story of corporate greed, workers' rights and the courage, 
tenacity and strength of the women involved. It is absolutely 
gripping, and heartbreaking; I just wanted to know more about 
the women involved, whose bravery ultimately led to changes 
in the law, potentially resulting in the saving of hundreds of 
lives. 

Black Widows Cate Quinn Mrs Beresford The only thing the three women had in common was their 
husband. And, as of this morning, that they're each accused of 
his murder. 

The Secret Agent Joseph Conrad Mr Bruce Influenced by Dickens' London, this is a tale of espionage 
written by one of the greats. 

Rebecca Daphne du Maurier Mr Bruce A young woman marries into the wealthy household of Maxim 
de Winter, to find herself competing with the lingering shadow 
of his former wife. A classic. 

Enduring Love Ian McEwan Mr Bruce A page turner from the first to the last when an accident 
throws two people together. 

The Paris Architect Charles Belfoure Mrs Pasini A French architect who is paid to create temporary hiding 
places in Nazi-Occupied France. 

The Eyre Affair Jasper Fforde Mrs Pasini A fun sci-fi book for those who like (and/or remember) the 80s. 

The Phone Box at the Edge 
of the World 

Laura Messina Mrs Pasini A Japanese fiction about love and grief but based on a real 
place. 

All the light we cannot see Anthony Doerr Mrs Pasini Life in St.Malo for a young girl during WW2. 

Midnight in the Garden of 
Good and Evil 

John Berendet Mrs Pasini Based in South Carolina, it follows the story of an antique deal-
er on trial for a murder, based on a real life event. 

The Book Thief Markus Zusak Mrs Pasini The story of a young girl in Nazi-Germany during WW2, narrat-
ed by Death. 

The Long Walk Slavomir Rawicz Mrs Pasini A true story about an escape from a Siberian gulag camp. 

The Monster In Emma - 
Tackling the tumour with 
humour 

Emma Sheils Ms Sheils Funny anecdotes and support book for anyone going through 
or supporting someone with cancer. 

SUMMER READING LIST 
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This is a trip that has been run very successfully in previous 
years.  The paper work had been ready and in place for a 
while, but various postponements meant a new set of require-
ments and logistics were required before we invited members 
of the Y10 and Y12 cohort to the centre. 
Thus, twenty-five Y12 students and twenty-nine Y10 students 
boarded the coach and we travelled in comfort along the M25 
and M11 to the museum.  The building itself is a medium sized 
warehouse on an industrial estate in Cambridge.  Once we 
arrived the groups were split in half by year group for the vari-
ous activities that were scheduled. 
One tour showed the history of computers, moving from the 
mechanical calculators of old using carefully machined gears 
and cogs, to the Elliott electronic computer which loaded its 
code from a ticker tape feed.  This working version had a ready 
made game to play.  Whilst it wasn’t quite as fraught as the 
scene from “War Games”, a brave student was invited to step 
forward and play an old version of Noughts & Crosses; thank-
fully he didn’t lose, but neither did the computer.  From there, 
we moved to other working hardware 
that the pupils could interact with and 
see in action.  Some of the staff could 
recall using these beige boxes at 
school, university and work.  There are 
a few pupils who are also repurposing 
older hardware at home, so seeing 
these in working condition was very 
useful. There was a working replica of 
an early Apple-I home computer, 
mounted in a wooden frame surrounded by its newer siblings, 
including an Apple IIe running VisiCalc, the first spreadsheet 
programme for a home computer.  This particular section fin-

ished with the home computer boom in 
the 1980s and the innovations that gave 
birth to mobile telephony and computing. 
The second phase for my group was the 
video game section.  Naturally, this is a 
high point for many, and they were willing 
to engage with many working consoles, 
discs and cartridges.  Time was lost and 
high scores made.  The Space Invaders 
console was a challenge for many, with 
only a few clearing the first wave of al-
iens.  Oliver-G was 
hooked onto the 
driving game Sega 

Rally Championship running on the 
Sega Saturn and did not relinquish the 
controller to anyone, determined to 
get the best lap-time. 
After a brief lunch break, the Y12 
group moved onto the programming 
tasks.  There were a few working BBC 
Model B computers, but the rest were 
using an emulator running from a 
website.  This had an extra challenge 
in that the keyboard was remapped to 
the BBC Model B layout, so editing the 

code was more problematic for the 
high-speed typists in the group.  The 
initial task was to model the path of a 
projectile, but this was extended to 
include a rotating rod and finally air 
resistance.  This will help those who 
are planning their project involving 
modelling, be it a physics or financial 
question. 
The final exhibit is the world-famous 
Mega Processor.  This is a complete 
processor made large.  There are a 
plethora of LEDs which show the 
state of either gates, memory or bus-
es as the binary bits are manipulated 
on their journey through the fetch-
decode-execute cycle.  It gives all 

Computer Science students a chance to see the abstract theo-
ry in slow motion so that they can track instructions being exe-
cuted.  Dr Anajli Das walked the students through the process 
and explained further intricacies that will benefit them in their 
examinations. 
The trip was very much a success with exhibits and artefacts 
that extended each student’s knowledge.  The Y12 had the 
additional bonus of sitting their A-level Maths Mechanics & 
Statistics mock examination paper on their return to Graves-
end!  
 

AS 

CAMBRIDGE COMPUTING MUSEUM TRIP 

MATHS CHALLENGE 

The right angled triangle and 
square have integer sides and 
equal perimeter. 
The digits 0 to 9 are assigned 

to the letters A to J.  Can you 

figure out the dimensions of 

the shapes? 

Solution on back page 

Oliver-G playing 
Sega-Rally Champi-
onship & going for 
the best lap time. 

Dr Anjali Das demonstrating the Mega Processor  

Y10 coding the  

Arduino board  

Jason playing Noughts & 

Crosses, with the ticker-

tape progamme visible 

having just been loaded. 
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Do you enjoy reading? Exploring your interests in science, history, 
geography, and more………in other languages and countries? Do you 
enjoy finding out about other cultures, or meeting young people in 
other countries via online international Google meets?  
Then, read on…… ….and consider coming to our Reading, Language 
and Culture Clubs, for as little time or for as long as you like at 
lunchtimes or after school. 5,10,15,20 minutes?  
Finn Bannister, one of our current Year 8 German learners, who 
attends German Reading, Language and Culture club each Wednes-
day has kindly written about his experiences at German Club. 
German club  

‘German club has allowed me to expand my knowledge 
in many ways, such as improving my exam grades and 
learning phrases that I would never have learned in 
normal lessons, as well as exam technique to maximise 

marks.  
On the other hand, I have been able to immerse myself in the german 
culture, for example, some of the beautiful German castles, such as 
Neuschwanstein (Disneyland castle’s inspiration) or looked at German 
idioms and phrases, such as an Ich bin fix und fertig (I’m wiped out in 
English). 
In my opinion, German Club is a great club for you to have fun or to 
improve your grades and immerse yourself in German culture,  for 
however long you want’.   
By Finn Bannister 8BPS/8Ge1 
Danke, Finn! Viel Spaß beim Lesen! 
We often explore https://ukgermanconnection.org/kids/ and read 
Brothers Grimm fairy tales, with audio to hear the language modelled 
and words to read….. Sometimes plays are performed—all very infor-
mally—keine Panik! Explore more opportunities here  
A big DANKESCHÖN to Mr Standen, who has also met with our Ger-
man learners in KS3 at German Club at lunchtime in Week 2, such as 
Finn, Jake, Jack, Oscar and Ausaja from Year 7, 8 and 9, all of whom 
have been to the club at some time this year. Thanks to Sir, who has 
brought in all sorts of exciting materials from his travels. Mr Standen 
discovered the super German Coffee Club—explore here…. https://
coffeebreaklanguages.com/coffeebreakgerman/ -  Snippets of news 
and culture to pick out when you have a moment.   Here’s a story Mrs 
Warner also found - danke! - that you may like to read now….. Click 
here  or click here for some German cultural corner and language 

websites. 
 
To look up the meaning of a word or phrase, perhaps use 
www.dict.cc - the German online dictionary, or try 
www.wordreference.com (any language) - a reliable online dictionary 
that gives the context of a word /phrase. 

Or come along to the French Reading, Language and Cul-
ture Club , and read about Science with the Curionautes 
des Sciences! Or about sharks and ants or about what is 
going on in the world with exploration of geography, histo-
ry, society, politics, news and current events using the vide-
os and transcripts from the Zut Language Skills website 

(free before 9am and after 4pm Monday to Friday, and free all week-
end! https://zut.languageskills.co.uk/  or for German https://
gut.languageskills.co.uk/ or for Spanish https://
oye.languageskills.co.uk/ ) , click here for some Cultural Corner 

French websites, or come and read snippets from real French news-
papers or books - short detective stories, fantasy and science fiction 
or dip into longer books with no pressure! 
International Google Meets @Lunchtime!  
Our Russian and Latin language learners from Years 
7,9 and 10, such as Theo, Noah, Rohanjeet, and Ja-
cob, have participated in two international Google 
Meets with Max for 10-15 minutes at lunchtimes in 
March and June this year.  
Max is a 10 year old Russian boy, who has moved 
from Moscow to Israel, and who has enjoyed talking with our GGS 

boys, asking and answering ques-
tions and teaching our boys some 
key phrases in the Russian language 
via Google Meet!  
Well done also to Theo and Daniel, 
who have explored some Russian 
GCSE language papers, and to Son-
ny and Jacob for making real pro-
gress with their Cyrillic alphabet, 

using the Club’s Google classroom resources and Duolingo to contin-
ue learning in their own time out of club. 
A BIG ‘well done’ to Noah who has put in so much effort to prepare 
for his Latin GCSE this year! 

 
 
Finally, a big MERCI to our French Subject Mentors in Year 10 and 
Year 12 - Joshua Ogunlola, in Year 12, who comes every Wednesday 
after school, and to Sam, Theo, Noah and Riley, our regular attendees 
this year, who help each other and younger students, such as Kailas, 
all of whom have made great progress by coming along to French 
club/stretch and support sessions.  
Encore merci to Anthony Morgan who has also helped after school 
and during form time with younger students, such as Patrick and 
Justin, and merci also to Elisha Oyewole and Zach Girgenti who have 
given some time also this year to help our Year 10s. 
Enjoy some reading over the summer by exploring the websites and 
links above, and DO pop along to any of the Reading, Language and 
Culture clubs next year! There’s no pressure, enjoy reading a few 
lines here or there, or exploring aspects of culture or history, or geog-
raphy, or science…. Or whatever you wish! Or even participate in one 
of our lunchtime Google Meets with pupils in other countries!  
Wishing you all a happy and safe summer break! See you in Septem-
ber! 
 
Miss Lewis 
 
  

LANGUAGE CLUBS 

https://ukgermanconnection.org/kids/
https://ukgermanconnection.org/
https://coffeebreaklanguages.com/coffeebreakgerman/
https://coffeebreaklanguages.com/coffeebreakgerman/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1kenz6wZ0fyPo-2taJ4ez1khiPRijs2qJNW_uTVUua30/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1kenz6wZ0fyPo-2taJ4ez1khiPRijs2qJNW_uTVUua30/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13B6Z9HrHxrXW5gHgkXwMPcP6jP4_gphZfhoeqFmILs8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13B6Z9HrHxrXW5gHgkXwMPcP6jP4_gphZfhoeqFmILs8/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.dict.cc
http://www.wordreference.com
https://zut.languageskills.co.uk/
https://gut.languageskills.co.uk/
https://gut.languageskills.co.uk/
https://oye.languageskills.co.uk/
https://oye.languageskills.co.uk/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yaJBYNsTqqh3_V9xUvv3G7ohLlE840UkED0MHiA-_q4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yaJBYNsTqqh3_V9xUvv3G7ohLlE840UkED0MHiA-_q4/edit?usp=sharing
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GRAD BALL 

Our leaving Year 13 students celebrated the end of their student days with a Grad Ball at Mayfield Grammar School for Girls at 

the beginning of July. 

In Year 7 we made drones as part of our Curriculum Develop-
ment Week (now called Enrichment Week). I soon began to 
love making and flying drones and through this new passion I 
met Vito. He was my neighbour and he also enjoyed the hob-
by so we began to fly and build drones together. We would 
often discuss his PhD in Physics which he was studying at 
Cambridge and School. It turned out that he was an Old Boy 
of the School and used to be taught by Mr Williamson! 
Vito then asked if I could say hello to Mr Williamson for him 
as it was Mr Williamson that inspired him to go on his path of 
Physics. After a brief chat, Mr Williamson asked whether I 
could put him in touch with Vito in order to organise for Vito 
to talk to the current Year 12s and Set 1 in Year 10. From 
there Vito and Mr Williamson organised for Vito to come in 
and chat with us on Monday 18 July. 
When this Monday arrived, Vito gave a very interesting talk 
about his life as a PhD student, what he was working on as a 
Cambridge student and how he came to be in that position. 
His talk gave us a very clear insight as to what being a PhD 
student is all about and the work that needs to be done in 

those first years of higher education. He invited us to ask 
questions, where he gave very detailed answers in order to 
clear up any misconceptions as to what studying Physics, uni-
versity life and being a PhD student is about. He also dis-
cussed some details of his work and what topics he studied 
while he progressed though his academic life. Vito had been 
studying bulk superconductors, which are ceramics that can 
hold an extremely high magnetic field very well as well as hav-
ing other very interesting applications when cooled to very 
cold temperatures. He discussed his findings with us and how 
they can be used to innovate technologies we already use; 
trains, for example, can be made much more efficient as we 
could use a property known as flux pinning to make them 
near frictionless. Similar principles are being used to investi-
gate replacements for fossil fuel jet engines.  
Overall, it was a very interesting talk and gave all of us a very 
good insight into life as a PhD student as well as giving us a 
basic understanding of his research and how it can be used. 
 
Rhys Gula 10C 

PHYSICS 

My interest in Russian began with my fascination for history - 
if I were to learn the language, a millennia of Eastern Europe-
an history would open up for me in detail tenfold than it had 
before. I started by learning to read and write the Cyrillic al-
phabet in print, and then in cursive—mostly by transcribing 
and copying songs in Russian. For anyone who wishes to learn 
different writing systems this is a fantastic way, as one is able 
to pick up vocabulary and listening experience. Then I had to 
choose an activity for my Silver DofE skills section, and learn-
ing a language is a very worthwhile idea for the Award. I went 
forward with this using Duolingo, and by working with Miss 
Lewis—a Russian speaker—who has kindly and readily provid-
ed me with a plethora of resources and aid in my learning.  
Apart from learning Russian, I have also been given an incredi-
ble opportunity to talk to a Russian boy over Google Meet who 
has fled the country with his family because of Putin’s regime 
and its agenda. To be able to speak to him has been a very 

interesting experience, and a fulfilling one too—as we have 
been able to give him a change of scenery and company, hav-
ing had to leave his school, his friends and his home. It has 
also been a strong, burning reminder of the Russians who 
have been affected by the conflict in the Ukraine, and that not 
all of the nation supports their president’s actions on the 
world stage. 
In terms of the language itself (for those who are wanting to 
explore it) it is quite different from English. Graded from 1 to 5 
with 5 being the hardest for English speakers to learn, it could 
be placed around 4.5. It has developed a fairly difficult case 
system (ie nouns are given suffixes depending on their role in 
a sentence), and a number of different conjugations. However 
I would still thoroughly encourage you to learn some Russian if 
you’re interested - even if it’s just the alphabet. Ask myself or 
Miss Lewis for any support or guidance.  
Theo Li 10T 

LANGUAGE CLUB—RUSSIAN 
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BIG GIG 
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This term the Art Department has been very busy with trips, 
events and exhibitions! 
Our Year 9 students spent the day at the Horniman Museum 
and Aquarium in London where we looked at taxidermy, an-
cient artefacts and art from ancient cultures around the 
world.  
We were invited behind the scenes of the exhibitions to care-
fully look at and handle some of the display items, as part of 
the source materials for two forthcoming projects. The Horn-
iman museum staff let everyone choose an item to pick up and 
touch and then draw from different angles. A few choice items 
were a shark jaw bone, a stuffed baby alligator and other unu-
sual objects. The students were engaged and took away with 
them lots of drawn references and photographs to use later in 
their work during the latter part of Year 9 and the beginning of 
Year 10. 

 
 

 
 
 
In June the Year 10 Artists launched their GCSE Art Trial Exam 
project by spending a day in Brighton sketching and photo-
graphing the Pavilion, street art and the seaside sights. 

 

 

 

 

Year 11 and 13 finished their exam projects this year and pro-
duced some really amazing pieces. We wish them all the best 
in their future endeavours and look forward to welcoming 
many of our Year 11 students back to join us for A-Level Art in 
September. 
Our Year 12 students have been working on a very ambitious 
project in the last 3 months - with funding from Royal Opera 
House Bridge Arts organisation they have embarked on a col-
laboration with local artist Cas Holmes, learning about her 
techniques and the ideas behind her work. They explored their 
own cultural heritage and their personal journeys throughout 
their lives and that of their families. They ran a very successful 
evening where students, staff and parents were invited in to 
add to a large collaborative piece which will be exhibited at 
the St Georges Arts Centre, from Tuesday 19th—Sunday, 31st 
July. We hope that you will visit the Arts Centre to view their 
work and the work that the school community contributed to.  
 

ART 

Our  community art activity  for display at the St George’s Art Centre  
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THE TRIAL 

On Tuesday 5th July, Year 9 GCSE Drama students performed 
an adaptation of The Trial for an audience in The Space. The 
lead roles of K, Inspector and Guards were carefully rehearsed 
leading to first class performances from all. Equally impressive 
were the ensemble scenes which required great commitment, 
choreography and staging. After weeks of rehearsals, it was a 
real privilege to see the end result of the cast and 
crew  (sound and lighting) working together so effectively. I 
have been part of the process right from the start and seeing 
how this has moulded into the final performance has been a 
real honour. Very much looking forward to our next showcase 
performance in the new year. An extra thank you to the three 
students who filled in for unexpected absences on the day. 
One ran the lighting board, the other two learnt monologues 
in an hour to ensure the show went ahead as planned. Abso-
lute professionalism! Some feedback from family, friends and 
staff members who made up the audience were positive and 
extremely complimentary. 

"fantastic show, the students 
were so talented" 
"so lovely to see this type of 
challenging drama performed by 
Year 9 students" 
"that was amazing. I loved the 
ship movement piece" 
"the beginning was brilliant, got 
my attention straight away" 
"loved the running down the 
corridor scene. So creative" 
"really great use of sound and 
lighting" 
 
VP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GRFC invited GGS pupils to design a mural to paint on the wall 
between the Tennis courts and the Astroturf.  The hundreds of 
competition entries from Year 7-9 pupils were superb and four 
pupils had elements of their designs selected by the Rugby 
Club representatives to include in the final mural.  Because it 
needs to be seen clearly from the Rugby Clubhouse, the motifs 
chosen are simple and bold and represent sports, education at 
GGS, and the role of Kuffink, the current Rugby Club sponsors 
(who have paid for the paint) who facilitate financing for 
homes in the community.  
During Term 6, teams of Year 7 and 8 pupils have been as-
sisting Mr Bleakley in painting the mural which will be com-
pleted at the end of term.  
 
PDB 
 
Nearly there—
13th July 2022 

GGS Pupils design and paint a mural for the Gravesend Rugby Football Club 

Year 11 and Year 13 Art 

Oliver Noctor 13NJD 
Dylan Jackson 11C Rita Bodunrin 13MP 

Josh Farnes 11T 
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YEAR 7 CAMP  
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Year 10 did Work Experience 

Year 12  Physical and Wellbeing Day 

Year 9 visit Tottenham Hotspur’s Stadium 

Year 12 learn to dance….. 

the ‘old fashioned’ way! 
Year 12 Challenge of  

Year 8 Armed Forces Day 

Year 8 learn First Aid 

Year 8 have fun with 

drums…. 

Ju Jitsu 

SNAPSHOTS OF ENRICHMENT WEEK 

Sushi and chopsticks! 

Y8 at Bewl Water 

Y8 Bewl Water 

Y8 Bewl Water 

Y8 Bewl Water 

Lunchtime Karaoke 

Shodo Calligraphy 

Y9 Mindfulness Day 
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RONA SAILING 

Sun, sea, sail. This is exactly what 15 Year 9 students experi-
enced in June. After a three-year break, we have finally set sail 
(pun intended) once again on the South Coast. 
This year, the extended group size meant we took out two 
vessels, Donald Searle (Ocean 75) and Merrilyn (Ocean 62). 
Each yacht went their separate ways and had their own itiner-
ary – but we berthed in similar locations each day (Cowes/
Yarmouth, Portland/Weymouth, Poole/Swanage). 
The weather could not have been better. Although the wind 
was slightly lacking on certain days, every day was warm and 

sunny – near-perfect sailing weather.  
All hands were on deck (pun intended) from the start of the 
voyage to the finish; with students responsible for raising and 
dropping sails, helming (steering), tacking and various other 
manoeuvres. In addition, they cooked all meals onboard, from 
cooked breakfasts to sandwiches to steak pies to roasts to 
pasta bakes. 
Once we berthed at a marina, the students were able to have 
some shore leave – whether it was to visit a town (Poole, 
Weymouth, Portland, Cowes) or to visit the local beach. 
Mrs Purdy, our Chief Dolphin Spotter, was quick to spot some 
dolphins in Portland Harbour. Students and staff were equally 
amazed by their appearance. (Sadly, the dolphins were only 
captured in a video and were too fast for us to photograph.) 

By the end of the 
week, all students 
were awarded the 
RYA Start Yachting 
qualification. This is 
the first rung on the 
yachting ladder; 
they can progress 
onto other ad-
vanced sailing and 
yachting qualifica-
tions should they 
wish to take this up 
in the future. 
All students were 
also presented with 
the Scott Award, 
named after Com-
mander Walter 
Scott, the first Honorary Organiser of the Trust. They have 
given their personal best and have proved to be a keen and 
reliable member of the crew. Receipt of a Scott Award means 
that the trainee will be invited to sail with the Rona Sailing 
Project again in the future. 
Thank you to Mr Foster, Mrs Purdy and Mr Turvey for accom-
panying the group. My thanks also to the Rona Sailing Project 
for their hospitality and for being so accommodating. 
KKP 

GGS Nautical Explorer 2022 (Rona Sailing) 

CRANES 

WOW—1000 cranes to be taken to Nagasaki!  
As part of Year 7’s Japanese Day and to cele-
brate Sadako Peace Day, Mrs Moaby’s chal-
lenge was to make 1000 cranes before the end 
of term to be taken to Nagasaki.  Sadako 
Peace Day is to pay tribute to victims of the 
1945 atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki and to reflect on the past and building a 
future free of nuclear weapons.  If you want to 
know more: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=KtZeH77ikcM 



 

 Gravesend Grammar School                                                                           Respect, Friendship, Hard Work, Exploration  July 2022 

 
Page 19 

The Geography Department were thrilled to continue our 
Fieldwork programme at the end of May 2022,  On this occa-
sion, we were delighted to invite our Year 9 GCSE Geography 
students to practice their data collection techniques along the 
River Darent. Everyone enjoyed the day and much valuable 
data was collected. The pupils had the chance to use what 
they had been learning in lessons to see what the Darent actu-
ally looked like at our survey points. We even had the chance 
to experiment with completing field sketches. The pupils 
worked really hard on the day(s) and have produced some 
excellent investigations since returning to school. We look 
forward to taking them out again in Year 11, when we will 
investigate an urban landscape. 
Miss Nelson 

On Monday 23rd May, the Year 9 GCSE Geography students 
went on a trip to the River Darent as part of our River Investi-
gation for our GCSE. We were divided into groups, and visited 
five different sites of the river measuring the different charac-
teristics like its velocity, roundness and size of sediment and 
the width and depth of the channel. We also had booklets 
where we would record the information at each site. As some 
people in the group collected information, others were writing 
down the data for each site. It was great fun as we got to see 
different parts of the river and we were able to get in and ex-
plore and have fun as well as record our data. On returning to 
school we have created graphs from our data, analysed these 
and drawn conclusions.  We will apply our understanding of 
this fieldwork in an exam in Year 11. As a whole the trip was 
good fun and something our year group has not really been 
able to do together due to covid, so it was a great experience 
for everyone. 
Niluxaan Balamurali 9F 
 

BIOLOGY 
Year 12 Biology Field Work 
This Term has seen Year 12 starting a unit of work titled ‘On 
the Wild Side’. This unit of work looks at human impacts on 
the environment and examines the work of ecologists in pro-
tecting and monitoring biodiversity in ecosystems. This topic 
builds an appreciation that photosynthesis is the primary pro-
cess that underpins the majority of ecosystems, and provides 
students at Gravesend Grammar School with an understand-
ing of how ecosystems work. 

As part of the unit students need to conduct a series of core 
practicals where they need to measure various abiotic (non-
living) and biotic (living) factors in an ecosystem. The school 
surroundings were a perfect location to simulate an ecosystem 
for their field work.  
Students were asked to estimate the population of daisies 
currently on the school field. While sounding quite a simple 
and trivial task, ecologists (a scientist that studies the interac-
tions between living and non-living components in the ecosys-
tem) complete this work all the time.  
Work of ecologists could include the following: 

• research the impact of human activity, like housing 
and intensive agriculture, on the environment 

• monitor species numbers (called abundance) and 
habitats 

• build computer models to predict the effects of de-
velopment or climate change on particular environments.  

For the students to complete their investigation in estimating 
the daisy population size on the field, a technique called Ran-
dom Quadrats was used.  
The photos show the students hard at work using this tech-
nique to count then estimate the number of daisies on the 
field. Once the raw data had been collected from the field, 
statistical analysis and mathematical calculations are conduct-
ed back in the lab to determine the size of the daisy popula-
tion.  
Mr Standen 

 

GEOGRAPHY 

Students of Year 12 gathering their 
data to complete their population 

estimate.  

Mantej Clare, Harveer Nijjer, Jagraj 

Singh and Aaron Lee. 
Mantej Clare, Rohan Agnihotri and 
Aaron Lee hard at work collecting 

the data for their  
investigation.  
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH 

Term 6 Update 
Bronze DofE (Year 9) 
In mid-June, the same five 
expedition groups took 
part in their Bronze DofE 
Qualifying Expedition in 
the Meopham area. Each 
participant would be as-
sessed against the 20 
Conditions of the Expedi-
tion. 
The April Practice Expedi-
tion proved to be an excellent benchmark, because all groups 
passed their Qualifying Expedition with flying colours. They 
worked on their areas of weakness (whether it was on kit 
packing, navigation, campcraft or teamwork), and turned 
them into strengths. 

A school record was also broken 
during this weekend. In previous 
years, expedition groups left the 
campsite on Day 2 between 8am 
and 9:30am. This year, all expedi-
tions groups had packed up and left 
the campsite between 7:15am and 
7:33am! It was a truly incredible 
achievement because they were 
determined to finish by 2pm – main-
ly to avoid the heat. 
The weather for the weekend was 
mixed; it was incredibly hot on Day 

1, so much so that supervisors and assessors regularly topped 
up the participants’ water bottles 
at checkpoints. Day 2 was cooler 
with a little rain, but all groups re-
mained upbeat, and the final group 
arrived at Meopham Green at 3pm. 
The next step for the participants is 
to complete their Bronze DofE. 
They will have until September to 
submit assessor reports for the 
three sections (Physical, Skills and 
Volunteering), before recruitment 
for Silver DofE begins in January 
2023. 
Thank you to Mr. Berry, Miss Couves, Mr. Humphrey, Mr. 
Standen and Mr. Townsend for their support this weekend. 

Silver DofE (Year 10) 
In mid-May, the Year 10 Silver 
DofE participants took part in 
their Practice Expedition in the 
Ryarsh/Meopham area. We 
departed from school on a Fri-
day afternoon to Hope Hill 
campsite, and all three expedi-

tion groups conducted some refresher training on first aid, 
navigation and campcraft. The Practice Expedition went most-
ly smoothly. Although the expedition groups did find naviga-
tion challenging at some point in their journeys, they learnt 

important skills such as looking for signposts (especially hid-
den in vegetation), using the compass to find their bearing and 
using landmarks to identify their location. 
The Qualifying Expedition for this cohort will take place in Sep-
tember 2022, in Ashdown Forest. The three expedition groups 
have used Term 6 to plan their routes (three days), their expe-
dition aim and menu plan.  
Thank you to Mr. Berry, Miss Couves, Mr. Foster and Mrs. 
McLean for their support this weekend. Special thanks to Miss 
Couves for running the weekly training sessions for the cohort. 
Gold DofE (Year 12 and Year 13) 
On 11 June, the Gold DofE participants attended a training day 
with our provider, Medway Open Award Centre (MOAC). The 
day involved pitching tents, lighting Trangia cookers, learning 
first aid skills, creating a menu plan and planning the route for 
the Practice Expedition in the Peak District in late-July. 
The Gold DofE is naturally substantially more challenging than 
the Bronze and Silver Awards. In particular, expeditions are 
four days, three nights in duration, and usually take place in 
wild country (remote from habitation) which is unfamiliar to 
groups. Gold DofE expeditions can involve the use of wild 
campsites, which means that they will need to be competent 
in identifying suitable land for pitching tents and finding run-
ning water for consumption. 
There will be a brief rest period before the participants move 
onto the Qualifying Expedition in Dartmoor in mid-August. A 
report and photos to follow in the next edition of the news-
letter. 
Social Value Certificate 
The DofE presented us a Social 
Value Certificate, which recognises 
the volunteering work that our 
DofE participants have put in be-
tween April 2021 and March 2022. 
Our DofE participants have worked 
incredibly hard towards their Vol-
unteering section, which included 
helping the School’s Site Manag-
ers, returning to their primary 
schools to help with literacy and 
numeracy skills, helping local chari-
ty shops, church, libraries or Ca-
det/Scout organisations, providing tuition for their siblings 
and/or friends, and helping their elderly neighbours. We are 
incredibly proud of our DofE participants; congratulations to 
all of them for their unrelenting work. 
DofE Award Recipients 
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to recognise those 
who have achieved their DofE in the past academic year. De-
spite the pandemic, our participants continued to work excep-
tionally hard to secure their awards. They must be compli-
mented for identifying innovative activities that they could 
take part in during the past two years, when national re-
strictions were put in place. 
Please join us in congratulating the following students. The 
Bronze and Silver Award recipients will be receiving their cer-
tificate shortly. The Gold Award recipients will be receiving 
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During Enrichment Week, all of Year 8 engaged with Armed Forces Day. The students took part in four activities during the day 
including military style fitness and problem solving with practical leadership tasks. There were also opportunities to try archery, 
using a Field Gun and trying to make a stretcher out of rope (which wasn't particularly successful!). Some students learnt about 
tactical manoeuvres or the art of concealment. 
Overall the day went gone well and students enjoyed the opportunity to try something new. The CCF staff are grateful to other 
colleagues and staff from the Royal Navy who worked together to make the day a success. CNW 

their certificate and badge at a Gold Award Presentation to be held either at the Buckingham Palace or St James’ Palace in the 
very near future. 
 

CCF 

On 27th June, I and some other lucky CCF members all had a 
day off school to go to Surrey Hills, where we were taught the 
basics of mountain biking. This training included being taught 
many basic principles including different positions that we 
could take whilst on the bike and when to use them. For exam-
ple, one of our instructors, Jumper, taught us the ready 2 posi-
tion, which consisted of standing up on the bike, leaning back 
(which prevented you from going over the handlebars when 

you break), leaning your heels back which prevents you slip-
ping off if you crash and just gripping hold of the handlebars 
tightly in general and this position was used when breaking.  

This has to be done with stiff legs and with about 60% power 
in the back brake and 40% 
power in the front brake when 
we braked. We then managed 
to put this and many other 
positions into practice when 
we were guided along a trail 
which saw us travel up some 
very steep paths to the top of 
one of the Surrey Hills. The 
terrain was also very uneven, 
which posed a problem for a 
few people (including me!) and 
even some of the more experi-
enced members of the group 
were caught off guard. We all managed to persevere through 
the arduous course.  
This trip was amazing as no other extra-curricular club at the 
school offers such unique and incredible trips such as this one, 
and many others. 
 
Finley Hampson-Pugh 9S 
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2021/22 SPORTING HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Over 85% of students have taken part in an extracurricular 
sporting activity  
Over 40% of students represented GGS in a sporting fixture 
against another school 
Basketball 
U18 Senior Basketball Academy Highlights 
Kent North East Conference Winners (Unbeaten 8-0) 
Final 4 London Basketball Association Men’s College League 
(LBA) 
Final 4 Kent Schools Basketball League 
Kent Cup Semi-Finalists 
Badminton 
Kent Cup Elite U16 Winners 
Kent Cup Elite U14 Third Place 
Kent Cup Dev U14 Runners Up 
1 Kent County Squad Representative (U16) 
Cricket 
1st XI U18 Kent Schools Division 1 Runner Up 
2 Kent County Squad Representatives (U13-U14) 
Cross Country  
U18 Boys Kent Schools Invitational - 2 Top 20 Finishers 
Football 
1st XI U18 3rd Place in the North Kent Schools League 
1 Kent County Squad Representative (U14) 
Golf 
Kent Cup Team Winners 
U16 Kent Cup Winner (Individual) 

England Schools Team 2nd Place Finish  
England Schools Individual 4th Place Finish 
4 Kent County Squad Representatives (U14-U16) 
2 South England Representatives (U18) 
1 England International Representative (U18) 
Netball 
Inaugural Season including first ever win vs Fort Pitt GS 
Rugby 
1st XV U18 National Bowl Regional Final Runners Up (South 
East England) 
1st XV U18 Kent Merit League Runners Up 
1st VII U18 Kent Sevens Wilf Hawkins Cup Winners 
1st VII U18 Rosslyn Park National Sevens Last 16 National Bowl 
U14 5th Place National School/College Sports All Comers 
League 
9 Kent County Squad Representatives (U15-U18) 
4 Saracens Academy Representatives (U16-U18) 
England U18 Representative - Olamide Sodeke 
Swimming 
Kent Cup Winners 
6 Country Representatives 
2 Regional Representatives 
Martial Arts 
2 Great Britain Representatives 
Ultimate Frisbee 
Inaugural National Tournament Attendees 
Volleyball 
1 England U17 Squad Representative 
 

GGS SPORT 
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Huge congratulations to GGS student, Head Boy and 1st XV 
Captain for next season Olamide Sodeke who has been select-
ed in the England U18 Rugby team to tour South Africa in Au-
gust.  
With the school's proud history of rugby, one of the goals that 
we wanted to achieve was to enhance the recognition of our 
students amongst representative teams. Olamide becomes 
the first player in our history to be selected on an U18 England 
International Rugby squad tour, which is testament to the 

hard work of both himself and the rugby programme that has 
given him the tools to develop and  gain honours at an inter-
national level. Olamide started his rugby journey here at GGS, 
and has flourished under the tutelage of staff to be recognised 
as one of the top 28 players in the country at U18 level, an 
incredible achievement. 
We wish him all the best on the tour and are excited for his 
continued development. 
PJF 

Olamide Sodeke for the 1st XV vs  
St Lawrence College in the National Bowl 

victory back in November 2021  

Olamide breaking the tackle against 
Chatham House School in our 29-3 win 

back in October 2021  

Olamide Sodeke England U18 Rugby Selection 

SPORTS DAY 2022 
Back with a bang, 60 track and field events, over 1000 stu-
dents involved, new school records and plenty of fun! Congrat-
ulations to all students who took part, supported and played 
their part in another successful Sports Day. 
New School Records 
Year 7 - Ted Regan 800m - 2.29.34 

 
Year 7 - Downs 4x100m - 1.00.72 
Year 8 - Cliff 4x100m - 54.47 
Year 10 - Hill 4x100m - 51.28 
Year 12 - Aizhan Rees 100m - 14.65 
Year 12 - Fleet Mixed 4x100m - 57.69 
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Senior Update 
GGS Basketball Academy’s Senior cohort 
continues to work relentlessly through-
out the off-season in preparation for the 
exciting year ahead. We’ve seen phe-
nomenal progress from each of the stu-

dent-athletes, both on the court and in the gym, and 
we’re excited to see this continue as we head into the 
summer pre-season phase. 
U16 Camp 
The U16 Basketball Academy camp that took place in 
May was a huge success, with many of the U16 acade-
my squad members in attendance. The three-day skills 
camp emphasised ball handling, finishing and shooting,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
along with game-based decision-making. The student-
athletes that took part made massive strides forwards 
as players and expanded their skill set in multiple areas. 
U14 Basketball Taster Sessions 
Over the course of the past four weeks, GGS Basketball 
Academy has been running taster sessions for next 
year’s potential U14 squad members. The practices 
have been a huge success with over 80 students from 
Years 7 and 8 getting the opportunity to start their jour-
ney on the GGS basketball pathway. These students will 
all be invited back in September for U14 trials as we add 
our new U14(A) and U14(B) teams to the pathway. 
Year 9 Mindfulness Basketball Days 
During Term 6 we held two exciting days of basketball 
activity for our Year 9 students during enrichment week. 
Across the two days, 40 students got the opportunity to 
immerse themselves in a unique basketball experience, 
with multiple on-court practices, a strength and condi-
tioning session in the Athletic Development Centre, and 
an athlete-tailored nutrition clinic. Both days were 
hugely successful and the students really enjoyed the 
opportunity. 

 
 

Basketball Academy Fundraiser 
GGS Basketball Academy launched its inaugural fund-
raiser this year, which will be taking place on Saturday 
22nd July 2022. Our Senior and U16 squad members will 
be working collectively in a 4-hour window to attempt 
to beat NBA legend Stephen Curry’s career 3-point rec-
ord (3,117). All money raised from the event will be in-
vested back into GGS Basketball Academy and used to 
help fund kit and equipment for our expanding pro-
gramme during the 2022/23 season. If you would like to 
donate to the cause, please follow the link below- any 
contributions are greatly appreciated! 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ggs-basketball-
2022  

 
GGS Basketball Academy is proud to be sponsored by The 
Bridge Group, an industry leader in security and facility man-
agement services. Their generous support allows the Basket-
ball Academy to offer its student-athletes top-quality provi-
sions every day. To find out more about The Bridge Group 
and their fantastic array of services, please visit their website 
at https://www.thebridgegroup.uk.com/. 
 

BASKETBALL 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ggs-basketball-2022
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ggs-basketball-2022
https://www.thebridgegroup.uk.com/
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FOOTBALL 
CONGRATULATIONS to GGS old 
boy - Fikayo Tomori and AC Mi-
lan, who are the Serie A Champi-
ons! Fikayo was also named in 
the England squad.  

The 2022 cricket season has now drawn to a close. The 
first full season for three years saw all age groups playing 
some excellent cricket, the return of a First XI and the 
inaugural Gravesend Grammar Cricket week.  
The School’s best chance of silverware this cricket sea-
son rested on the shoulders of the First XI as they took 
on Maidstone Grammar in the final of the Division One 
Kent League Final. Sadly the game did not fall in the fa-
vour of GGS. The students involved in the senior pro-
gramme this year should hold their head up high. They 
helped to build a team that reached the Kent Final and 
they all helped with junior sessions throughout the sea-
son. The standards these students have set will continue 
for years to come. With many players in the senior pro-
gramme coming from Year 11 we look forward to having 
them back in the squad next year.  
As for the cricket lower down the school, it saw excellent 
attendance and attitude from all year groups. Numbers 
at  Year 7 training frequently exceeded forty shown in 
the massive improvement made by all. Our Year 8 con-
tinue to develop their skills, whilst keeping their incredi-
bly high levels of enthusiasm. The Year 9s managed an 
excellent run in the Kent Cup and showed a lot of prom-
ise moving into their final year of junior cricket. Year 10 

worked hard throughout the course of this year and al-
most made a run in the Miskin Plate to finish the year. 
Every student who has attended training or played in a 
fixture has helped to build cricket at Gravesend Gram-
mar School. All students should be very proud of their 
efforts this year. 
A highlight of this year's cricket season was the Cricket 
Week. This week included the Under 18s Kent Final, Year 
8 and 9 Sixes tournament, bowl at the teacher and a 
Staff v First XI fixture. The week showcased cricket at 
GGS. The seniors’ and teachers’ game was attended by 
students and parents, with different games, a raffle and 
a BBQ. All of this was to raise money for the cricket pro-
gramme and the students touring to Sri Lanka in 2024. 
We hope that this grows each year and becomes a staple 
fixture of Cricket Week and a date for the diary for par-
ents and students.  
Thank you to all of the teaching staff who have helped to 
build the cricket programme this year and to the parents 
who have supported their children in playing for the 
school.  
We look forward to seeing you all next season! 
 
BS 

GOLF 
A monumental achievement from the GGS Golf Team of 
Patrick Chenu, Tom McManus and Justin Chenu who 
finished Runners Up at the National Schools Golf Cham-
pionships in early July. The boys qualified as Champions 
of Kent and finished with a Stableford score of 75.  
Well done! 
PJF 
 

 

CRICKET 

KARATE 

Our successful Karate competitors—well done! 
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WORLD SCHOOL SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS 
SATURDAY, 21ST MAY 2022 
LONDON AQUATICS CENTRE 

 
We were contacted recently and asked if 
we wanted to be part of the inaugral 
World School Swimming Champs.  Of 
course, with the quality of swimmers at 
GGS, it was a done deal and we signed 
up.  The downside was a 5am start but it 
was worth it.   

Unfortunately, two of the regular team were unable to swim 
as they were too old (at 18!);  however, I am hopeful that the 
organisers will look at this for next year’s event, which we’re 
all ready sign up for!   
We therefore had seven of the regular GGS swimmers - David 
Allen (12CNW), Anthony Morgan (12ZAL), Daniel Oliver (11F) 
and Rishi Rajput (12ACM) swimming in the U17 event; Jack 
Wise (10H) in the U15 event and Zac D’Cruz (8BPS) and 
George Goodwin (8PFM) who were joined for the first (but 

I’m sure not last) time by Jacob Barker (7VP) in the U13 
event.   
The results are as follows: 

• 50m Backstroke - 
U13 - Zac 8th   
U17 - Daniel 2nd, Rishi 3rd 

• 50M Breaststroke 
U13 - Jacob 11th      
U17 - Anthony 2nd       

• 50m Freestyle 
U13 - Zac 7th, George 4th 
U15 - Jack 8th 
U17 Anthony 4th, David 2nd 

• 50 Butterfly U13 - Jacob 12th, George 1st U15 - Jack 
         5th U17 - Rishi 6th 

• 100M Individual Medley U13 - Jacob 16th U17 -  
        David 1st, Daniel 2nd 

• 4 x 50 Medley Relay—Rishi (Backstroke),  
        Anthony (Breast), David (Fly) and Daniel (Free) - 2nd 

• 100 Backstroke U13 - Zac 7th U17 - David 1st, Rishi 
            4th 

• 100 Breaststroke U13 - Jacob 8th U17 - Anthony 2nd 

• 100 Freestyle U13 - Zac 4th, George 3rd U15 -  
        Jack 6th U17 - Anthony 5th, Daniel 2nd   

• 100 Butterfly 
U13 - George 2nd 
U15 - Jack 5th 
U17 - Rishi 5th 

As well as the events above, this meet had a pairs relay where 
two swimmers each swim twice.   GGS had three teams in this 
event - our U13 team - Zac and George, came 3rd and our two 
U17 teams, David and Daniel and Anthony and Rishi finished 
1st and 3rd respectively.  
There was also a skins event which sees the fastest eight 
swimmers from the Individual Medley event competing in 
what is essentially a very tough knock out event.  A stroke is 
drawn at random and all eight swimmers swim that with the 
fastest four going through.  Then another stroke is drawn and 
the slowest two swimmers are eliminated with the fastest 
two going through to the final.  We were fortunate that both 
David and Daniel both qualified for this event with David the 
ultimate winner!   
Both the pairs relay and skins events are rarely swum and it 
was a great way to finish what was a very good gala.  GGS 
came away with five gold medals, seven silvers, one bronze, a 
whole host of 4th and 5th places and lots of new personal 
best times.   
A special mention to two of our swimmers - Jacob who was 
competing in his first gala for GGS and also for the first time at 
the Olympic pool.  He competed in four events and got four 
pbs!  Also Zac who, until recently, had a broken arm and had 
therefore been unable to train for weeks.  He swam in four 
individual events and one relay and got 3 pbs and a bronze 
medal.  
As always, the team were great ambassadors for the school 
and deserve their successes. 
 
JW 
 

VOLLEYBALL 
Huge congratulations to Maxime Carolan 
(9T), who has been select-
ed to play for the Team 
England National Volley-
ball team, just two years 
after starting to play.  In a 
recent beach volleyball 
championship he won a 
Gold in his category and a 

Bronze for the U18s. Max was recently in the U16 Squad and 
won Silver for the National Junior Volleyball Championship in 
Sandbanks for the U16s.  
Maxime has also been selected in the Inter-Regional Beach 
Volleyball South East England Squad. 
 

 

SWIMMING 
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MATHS CHALLENGE SOLUTION 
 
 

 

TERM DATES FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2022—2023 

   TERM 1: Friday, 2nd September—Staff INSET Day  
     Start: Monday, 5th September 
     Finish: Friday, 21st October 
   TERM 2: Start: Monday, 7th November 
     Finish: Tuesday, 20th December 
   TERM 3: Start: Tuesday, 3rd January 2023 
     Finish: Friday, 10th February 
   TERM 4: Start: Monday, 20th February 
     Finish: Friday, 31st March 
   TERM 5: Start: Monday, 17th April 
     Finish: Friday, 26th May 
   TERM 6: Start: Monday, 5th June 
     Finish: Friday, 21st July 

PTA JUBILEE RAFFLE 
 
Winners of the PTA Jubilee Raffle are as follows: 
1st - £150—ticket 10164 Jane Janng 
2nd - £100— ticket 20524 M Leher 
3rd - £50— ticket 06170 Jo Towens 
4th - Beauty Voucher- Emma Foulds 

250 CLUB 

Our May winners are: 
1st prize of £198 - number 318, member since 2019 
2nd prize of £108, number 102, member since 2019 
3rd prize of £54, number 277, member since 2020 
Contribution to school £360.00 

TERM DATES FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2023—2024 
   TERM 1: Friday, 1st September (new Year 7 students in School) 
     Staff INSET day 
     Start: Monday, 4th September 
     Finish: Friday, 20th October 
   TERM 2: Start: Monday, 6th November 
     Finish: Tuesday, 19th December  
   TERM 3: Start: Wednesday, 3rd January 2024 
     Finish: Friday, 9th February 
   TERM 4: Start: Monday, 19th February 
     Finish: Thursday, 28th March  
   TERM 5: Start: Monday, 15th April 
     Finish: Friday, 24th May  
   TERM 6: Start:  Monday, 3rd June 
     Finish:  Tuesday, 24th July 
 
    

MILTONIAN 

If you would like to purchase back copies of the Milto-

nian, they are available via ParentPay at £5 per copy.  

We currently have available those from 2018—2019, 

2019—2020 and 2020—2021. 


