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MAKE HAY WHILE THE SUNSHINES!
I write this having just been told that our Head Student,
Olamide Sodeke, has been selected for England Rugby Under
18s to tour South Africa in
the summer. At the end of
August, Olamide will get
the opportunity to play
against Wales, France and
South Africa. He is not
only an exceptional sports
person but also someone
who has shown immense
commitment to the school
over the last six years. I
Olamide with Sam Warburton, former
am sure everybody will
Welsh international rugby player
join me in wishing
Olamide well on this fantastic adventure.
Four years ago, we took the decision to broaden our curriculum and bring back some of the examined activities that we
had lost. This included Music, Drama, Design Technology and
Physical Education. These subjects are now starting to come
through the school and students will have the first opportunity
to be examined in these subjects next year. The music department put on its first GCSE and A-level music recital for many
years to a live audience of parents and staff. The evening was
a splendid showcase of the talents that the students possess
with many proud parents seeing their children perform live for
the first time. The array of performances from many different
genres led to a thoroughly enjoyable evening.
Students in Years 11 and 13 have just started their public examinations at GCSE and A-level. This will be the first time that
these students have actually sat a public examination due to
the pandemic. They go into these exams well prepared and I
would hope confident that they will perform.
Many of you will have seen the new Sixth Form block growing
out of the ground. It has now been fully boxed out with the
roof in place and windows are being installed. The next phase
will see the brick ‘skin’ go around the building (it will be a red
brick building not a hideous day-glow monstrosity) and installation of the roofing system. The building is on track for a November occupancy. The canteen building now has the concrete slab poured and this will start to come out of the ground
shortly.
We will be moving into the new canteen building with a new
catering contractor. After a robust tender exercise we have
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Our new car park
under construction

settled on Independent Caterers (IC) as our preferred operator. IC are currently in a number of boys grammar schools in
Kent and understand the market. We see the new operator
creating a fully cashless system, improved queuing, increased
range of options and increasing the number of outlets around
the school. Having been to other schools and seen their provision first hand I am confident that students will enjoy this new
offer.
I am pleased to say that ‘normal service is being resumed’ in
Term 6 with many of our traditional events taking place once
again. We are looking forward to our Sponsored Walk, which
sees most students walking into the Kent countryside and raising money for charity and the School; Art and History trips;
Enrichment Week (formerly Curriculum Development Week)
gives students opportunities to participate in events and visits
outside our normal curriculum; Year 7 camp, fondly remembered by students for many years after leaving school, takes
place in the Ashdown Forest and Sports Day and the Wyatt
Cup make a welcome return in the diary. All this, alongside
Taster Days for Sixth Form, Induction Days for new Year 7s,
work experience for Year 10, trial exams and prize givings,
makes for a busy term!
MDM
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STAFF NEWS
RETIREMENT

We send our best wishes to Kim Kenward, the voice of the GGS switchboard, who is retiring at the
end of Term 5 after more than 20 years of dedicated service. As the School's Receptionist and
Attendance Officer, if you haven't spoken to Kim when calling or visiting the school, you probably
have done so when she is trying to track down absent students or informing parents that their child
is sick or injured.
Kim joined the school in 2002, in the same year that her son, Michael, was GGS Head Student, after
a first career working at The Observer newspaper. She travelled on the School's "world challenge"
expedition to Peru in 2005, and starred in several School Cabarets. She will hugely miss her colleagues and of
course, the students but she will not miss chasing up teachers who haven't completed their registers, nor boys with
broken bones, upset stomachs or wobbly teeth. She hopes to be able to spend a lot more time with her two
grandchildren and wider family, and to finally take the opportunity to go on holiday in term time! We will not fully
recognise just how many critical things Kim did selflessly behind the scenes until after she has left. We wish her a
long and healthy retirement. MF
Earlier this term, we said goodbye and thank you to Mrs Grimes, Food Technology teacher and Science Technician.
We are also saying goodbye and thank you to Mrs Day, a member of our Cleaning Team, Mrs Fullager, Art Technician, and Mr Wakefield (IT support) at the end of term.
We have welcomed Ms J Chaves to Food Technology, Mrs A Ferrazza as Reception Manager and Attendance
Officer, Mrs F Hooper to our Cleaning Team, Ms C-A Kelly to the Chemistry Department, Mr M Northcott as Hockey
Coach/Cover Supervisor and Mr G Reynolds to the IT Department.

HEAD STUDENT REPORT
This is the first term the new Head Student Team has
completed and on behalf of the team, I would like to say
that it is a huge honour to serve the school and we wish
to build on the legacy that the previous team leaves behind. So far things have been running smoothly in the
team - this term has been more about planning ideas
and thinking about how we will bring them to action.
Our first venture will be bolstering the Pastoral Prefect
Team to lower down the school.
I think that the transition into Term 5 is one of the most
important times of the year for many reasons as this is
the time of the year where things start to change gear
and pick up pace.
One of the notable events in the term was Senior Prize
Giving. This is one of the more formal events in the
School calendar and it is important we have events like
these whereby the efforts of those who excel in school
are recognised and commended for their great work—

everyone who received an award should be very proud
of themselves.
Another event with huge success was the Big Gig, many
talented musicians performed to a good crowd—lots of
fantastic performances and it was great to see such a
crowd appreciate the talent of some of our students—
Mr Dunne clearly enjoyed it with his exceptional dance
moves!
Most importantly, Term 5 is when the Year 11 and Year
13s begin to prepare and sit some of their final exams;
all their hard work in the classroom gets put to the test
in a series of exam papers. I am sure that they are all
working had to maximise their opportunity of getting
the best grades they can possibly get - I wish them the
best of luck.
Olamide Sodeke
Head Student

MATHS CHALLENGE—SQUARE TOTALS
Put a different digit (1 to 9) into each square in a two-by-two grid. We are using 3, 1, 4,
2.
Reading across each row and down each column gives four two digit numbers: 31, 42, 34
and 12. Adding these gives 31+42+34+12=119.
(a)
(b)
(c)
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What’s the smallest possible total?
What’s the largest possible total?
How many ways can you find to get 100 for the total?
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CAREERS NEWS
Careers Entitlement
Did you know that every student in the school is entitled to
Career Guidance? This is outlined in our School Careers
(CEIAG) Policy:
“Students are entitled to careers education, information, advice and guidance that meet professional standards of practice
and are person-centred, impartial and confidential. It will be
integrated into students’ experience of the whole curriculum
and be based on a partnership with students and their parents
or carers. The programme will promote equality of opportunity, inclusion and anti-racism. It should prepare all students to
independently access Careers information advice and guidance.”
GGS CEIAG Policy July 2021
How can you access your entitlement to Careers information
advice and guidance?
• Visit the Careers Library outside room 301
• Join in the Careers related PSHE lessons
• Come to the Options Evening (Year 8)
• Attend the Careers advice drop-in (Year 8)
• Take part in your Career group session (Years 10 & 12)
• Review work experience guidance website (Year 10)
• Visit the Careers area on the Cloud
• Come on the University visit (Year 10)
• Come to the Post 16 Options Evening (Year 11)
• Come to the Sixth Form Open Evening (Year 11)
• Come to a career specific focus group (Years 10 & 11)
• Join a Careers Society (Years 11-13)

• Take part in the Post-18 Options evening (Year 12)
• Come to the HE & Apprenticeship evening and UCAS Exhibition (Year 12)
• Attend career specific talks with visiting speakers (Years 913)
• Request an individual interview with our qualified Career
Adviser (Years 10-13)
• Give us your feedback on your careers programme (surveys,
focus groups & email)
• Be "career minded" in all your lessons, look out for subject
related careers information and transferable skills.

It was great to see so many students and parents at our Year
12 Post-18 Options evening in April. The event gave the opportunity to hear from a variety of speakers representing University and Apprenticeship Options. A big thank you to all of our
visiting speakers, including employers sharing insight into employment, internship and apprenticeship opportunities, former students sharing their experiences of Oxbridge, Medicine
and Apprenticeships and Universities. Individual careers interviews for Year 12 continue through Term 6.
Jenny Douse
Careers
(dousej@gravesendgrammar.com )

GGS SOCIETIES
BUSINESS AND FINANCE SOCIETY
The Business and Finance Society focuses on key skills and information that you don't necessarily learn from school. This
term alone we have already covered everything from the basics, such as the value of money, to methods of making money,
like investing in crypto currencies and reselling shoes and
clothes. We've also looked into the future by learning about
mortgages and tips on how to get onto the property ladder
whilst spending as little as possible. But we don't forget about
academics either by looking into potential career paths and
how to get there, if it's by university or an apprenticeship.
We've also had industry experts come and give us their experience of getting an apprenticeship and how it got them to their
current position.

ENGINEERING SOCIETY
Chair - Fahim Kalam
Vice Chair - Hritvik Sachdeva
We are the newly appointed heads of the Engineering Society and we look forward to taking leadership within the Society and
participating in our first major competition where we are attempting to create a sustainable, attractive and realistic model for
a Natural History Centre revolving around the natural history of Kent.
Gravesend Grammar School

Respect, Friendship, Hard Work, Exploration

May 2022

Page 4

MEDICAL SOCIETY
If you are interested in
finding out more about
Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary or other Allied
Health Professions then
contact Mrs MacMahon to join your
year group Medical Society Google Classroom.
macmahonp@gravesendgrammar.com
Year 12/13 Update
This term our Sixth Form students had an
assembly with a volunteer from the Anthony
Nolan Foundation. Following this the opportunity to go for a cheek swab in school was
possible to join the stem cell register. Three
Year 12 students from the Medical Society were on hand to
help the Anthony Nolan volunteers throughout their visit. Here is what they learned.

The Anthony Nolan Foundation, a charity dedicated to saving
lives through stem cell donation, held a session to raise
awareness and recruit donors. Anthony Nolan connects patients with blood cancer and blood disorders with amazing
strangers who are willing to save lives through stem cell donation (which they call the Hero project). The younger the
donor, the more probable he or she will discover a match and
the more effective the treatment will be. Young males provide 50% of all stem cell donations, although they only make
up 18% of the registry. This volunteer registry lacks ethnic
and racial diversity, making it harder for patients of colour to
get the life-saving treatments they need. Becoming a donor is
a simple and painless process; simply fill out the online form
and we'll mail you a swab kit.
There are two ways in which you can donate:
• 90% of people donate via their bloodstream in a straightforward process
• 10% have their stem cells collected via their bone marrow
while under general anaesthetic.
If you do not meet the criteria to donate there are also other
ways of helping, for example:
• Raising awareness - tell everyone you know all about Anthony Nolan and the work they do
• Recruiting lifesavers - encourage people aged 16–30 to join
the Anthony Nolan stem cell register
• Raising money - kickstart a fundraising campaign to help
support their work
With the assembly the Anthony Nolan foundation held, the
Gravesend Grammar School

process of donating stem cells
through various ways was explained. This opened up an invaluable opportunity to do something
great for the world and for the people who need it the most. There
are currently 800,000 people on the register and with your
help, I’m sure we can expand this even further and help even
more people who are sick. “Not all heroes wear capes” and
here is a prime example of what you can do. Spread the message of the good doing Anthony Nolan and hopefully more
people will be helped in the future.
A huge ‘Well Done’ to the 33 students in Year 12 who have
currently signed on to the stem cell register.
Jagraj Singh 12SC & Taran Gill 12CNW
Our Year 12/13 Medical Society students have again been busy this term
researching and presenting at Medical
Society meetings. We have had talks
on Routes into Medicine, discussions
on NHS Hot Topics, we have started to
look at the UCAT/BMAT admissions tests and to think about
what goes into a good Medical Personal Statement.
At the recent Post 18 Options evening we were lucky to have
several health care professionals presenting. We were joined
by Abdel Elkhouli, our previous Chair of the Medical Society
who is now a first year Medic at Kings’ College London. He
spoke about the transition from A Levels to a medical degree. Tom, a Registrar who has begun speciality training in
Clinical Radiography, explaining about pathways after Medical
School and Kate, who is a Sister in A&E and the role of modern nursing and Dr Rupal, who is a local GP. Many thanks to
all our speakers for giving up their
time.
AImen Sohail 12SC
Year 12 students were invited to
attend a Post 18 Option evening
which informed aspiring pupils of a
future career plan in medicine. Speaker guests talked about
the challenging, yet self-satisfactory pathways into medicine
and the different health professions that exist within the
healthcare system.
The talks opened up a range of ideas highlighting the allied
health professions that exist within medicine. A first year
medicine student gave an insight as to what students should
be doing in the upcoming year to be successful in gaining a
place in medicine, whilst the general practitioner centred her
speech about her role as a GP, how she got into medicine and
what her day to day role looks like. Another guest speaker
informed students of the alternative routes into medicine and
of the vast range of jobs within healthcare.
Year 11 update
Harvir Sahota 11C
This term Year 11 Medical Society members have been learning about Medical Ethics and how doctors must interact with
patients. I personally found it fascinating as to the depth of
understanding doctors must have as well as the hard decisions they must make when taking into consideration ethics.
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MEDICAL SOCIETY continued…
I also learnt the multitude of things I can do during the summer holidays. Work experience at any place local to you for
example a charity or hospital can really make you stand out
especially over a sustained period of time. If there isn't any
work experience available then you can also volunteer which
is what I am planning to do this summer.
As well as this, we also learnt the importance of wider reading
whether it be books or podcasts to develop a deeper understanding about careers in medicine. What I liked the most
however are sites such as Medic Mentor and Medic Portal
where you can get immersed into a community with similar
interests and learn together about careers in medicine.
I’m looking forward to my transition into Year 12 and the future of Medical Society.
What Are Ethics?
Medical ethics describes the moral principles by which a doctor must conduct themselves, ideally, for a medical practice to
be considered "ethical", it must respect all four of these principles (the four pillars):
The “four pillars of medical ethics” is a framework for analysing the best action to take in a given situation.
The pillars are :
1.Autonomy: Patients basically have the
right to determine their own healthcare.
2.Justice: There should be an element of
fairness in all medical decisions
3.Beneficence: Doing good for the patient.
4.Non-Maleficence: Making sure you are not harming the patient.
Advait Panicker – 11H
After having heard about the Virtual Medic Mentor Society
through Mrs MacMahon, I knew I had to join. Having an interest in medicine stems from my upbringing as my parents believe I should be encouraged to pursue my dreams, and my
avid interest in cardiology, further enticed me into joining the

society.
Since joining the Medic Mentor Society, I have attended Thursday meetings where we understood the stages on how to pursue a career in healthcare. There are also conferences held
such as the UCAS and Insight into Medicine conferences.
These conferences have opened my eyes to the world of medicine and the multitude of jobs found within the field as well as
the journey to apply for Medicine.
Previously I was under the impression I could apply to both
Cambridge and Oxford: however, as a result of these conferences, my knowledge in medical school applications has
been refined and I now know that I can only apply to one or
the other.
These meetings have also proved useful in informing me of the
steps I can start taking now in order to strengthen my application in the future. I hope the Medic Society continues to not
only further my journey into medicine but also my love for
medicine.
What is the Virtual Medical Society?
During the COVID-19 lockdown, Medic Mentor launched the Virtual Medical Society
(VMS) – hosting weekly virtual meetings
with aspiring medic, dental and vet students
to discuss all things UCAS! Over the course
of lockdown, the society has grown to exceed 7000 students and evolved to host a student lead committee of 40 motivated young people who work together to
research topics for discussion, invite leaders of the NHS and
top veterinary surgeons in the UK to answer questions and
steer our students in the direction of the top 10% of their application year!
This is one of the free initiatives that Medic Mentor can offer
students and we welcome all aspiring students to join and
continue the growth of the VMS. Students will have opportunities to virtually meet and interview top doctors, dentists and
vet practitioners on their careers and their experiences of the
journey to university.

LAW SOCIETY
Law Society
Week 2 Thursday Lunchtime
Room 229
Year 11, 12 & 13

Interested in a career in Law?
Want to learn more about significant court cases?
Simply hold an intrigue towards the subject?
At Law Society, over the last year, we have explored: the different fields of law
(eg Criminal and Corporate); significant cases (eg Carlill vs Carbolic Smoke Ball
Company) ; key concepts (eg The Egg Shell Skull Rule) and information on the
LNAT. We are hoping to open up and expand the Society allowing for opportunities such as outside speakers and even a trip to courts in session. If any of this
peaks an interest, please come and join us.
Email for more details
At pollardj@gravesendgrammar.com
Or 16whitef@gravesendgrammar.com
Gravesend Grammar School
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PILLARS OF SUCCESS—YEARS 7 AND 8
Another very close competition, well done to those who participated. We are proud of you because
you are demonstrating Gravesend Grammar School’s standards and expectations in all different manners. To achieve a Pillar of Success merit is not difficult, ask those who have been runners -up or winners previously. Over the holiday reflect positively on your GGS School journey so far and in the new
term—every time you do something positive or challenging or kindly, remember to record it on the
Pillars of Success page.

Our runners up in Year 7 are: Rohan Basra 7AN, Lucas Roberts 7AMJ, Tianosi Daudu 7PDB, Franklin Chester 7PCB, Dami Daniel
7BS, Jesse Bradley Year 8 runners up are: Owen Weaver 8CC, Paras Chodha 8PJC, Iman Nawaz 8HNW, Melron Carlton-Hanciles
8BC, Manreet Singh 8PFM, Tegh Rai 8MJS
AND OUR WINNERS ARE: Year 7 - Daniel Wong 7VP
Year 8—Will Farrington 8BPS

MILTON AWARD
Term 5 - The Milton Award Benevolence is alive and well at GGS!
Over the past term I have spoken to a number of students who are
going above and beyond to help others in our community and it is a
pleasure to see. As one strand of the Milton Award we celebrate
benevolence as we feel it is an integral part of a young person’s development. A number of our Year 9 students currently volunteer in
the local area in order to help those are less fortunate than themselves. Other students are helping in primary schools where they help
younger students in their academic endeavours. It is impressive to
see this level of selflessness and benevolence.
Music has always been an integral part of the student experience at
Gravesend Grammar School and it is now back in full bloom. As a
strand of the Milton Award, we have a number of outstanding stu-

dents who have achieved their Music Grading Certificates. It is brilliant to see so many students participating and achieving in the world
of Music as this adds another string to their bow!
During Term 5 we have had two more university style lectures on two
very engaging topics. Our first lecture this term was taken by Mrs
Shutt and concentrated on the ‘Impact of Climate Change on Developing Nations’ and the other was taken by Dr Wilson who concentrated on ‘The Importance of Ideologies’. The students who attend these
lectures are engaging with aspirational high level academic research
which is leading very interesting discussions!
EJR

YEAR 9 INDEPENDENT RESEARCH PROJECTS
Over the past couple of weeks, it has been great to receive the final
versions of our Year 9 students’ Independent Research Projects.
These have been produced by the students, of their own volition,
about a topic which interests them. This will also count towards their
Milton Award.
Some of our projects include the following themes:
Malik Noon (9F) - My aim for this project was to make an Arduino
based security system that activates when something is detected.
My objectives are:
•
To design a successful circuit
•
To make an attractive enclosure
•
To learn more about C++’
David Adeoya (9H) - Musical theatre is a theatrical performance that
has music to support and tell a story. This type of theatre combines
acting, singing and dancing, and is a phenomenon and a tourist
Gravesend Grammar School

attraction in English speaking countries such as England and the US.’
Oscar Fazzani (9C)- ‘Modern military generals and national leaders
had employed several teams to think of ways to provide a mobile,
armoured troop carrier or an armoured mobile artillery piece.
The word ‘tank’ is derived from something that contains something,
but the inventor of the tank called it a ‘land-boat’. It was named so as
he thought ships were extremely well armoured and armed and that
was the original inspiration for the modern day tank.’
All of our students who have completed Independent Research Projects are looking forward to sharing these projects in an Exhibition
during Term 6.
Thank you to all who have shown brilliant independence in completing a research project this year.
Miss Chapman
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LIBRARY NEWS
Wow, doesn’t time fly when you’re having fun?! Term 5 is faces and we are hoping that more upper school students will
done and dusted and it has been crazy busy but very success- come and take advantage of the excellent collection of books
ful.
we have that is constantly being added to.
Please take a look at the winner of our library banner competiI must tell you
tion we set over the Easter holidays, isn’t it perfect? Congratuabout The Big
lations to Koen T in Year 9 for such an excellent job.
Jubilee
Read.
An expert panel of
librarians,
booksellers and
literature specialists has chosen
seventy titles from
a “readers’ choice” longlist with ten books for each decade of
Her Majesty The Queen’s reign. We have bought a copy of
Year 7s and 8s were given their Star Test results from the end each book for the students to borrow. Take a look at the liston
of Term 4 showing if their reading age had gone up, down or line and I am sure you will find many favourites and some new
remained static. This term we have been encouraging them to titles to read too. The majority of this list is for our older stutake responsibility for their learning in the library and the ma- dents so Mrs Beresford has been busy putting together a fanjority have worked excellently, enjoying the peaceful environ- tastic list for the lower school. Come and find us to discover
ment that is so key to healthy mental wellbeing.
new books.
BOOK AMNESTY
In Term 6, we shall be doing a much needed stock take. So
many books have gone missing, the boys access the online
library and choose a book only to be disappointed not to find
it on the shelves because it was never returned.
PLEASE, can you hunt under beds, behind radiators (yes, we
did have a book that slipped between the wall and a radiator a special thank you to the clever mum who retrieved it), in
piles of papers and books lying in your son's bedroom and
return them to us as soon as you can. By checking the books
I thought I’d show you the word counts for KS3, a total of against the library system, we will know what needs ordering
203,400,784 words! (as of 13/05) I had to do the adding up on to start September with everything the boys need. Your help
a piece of paper as my little calculator couldn’t cope with that will be much appreciated.
many digits. That is an awesome achievement and the boys Have a wonderful half term and enjoy a good book whilst you
should be very proud of themselves.
relax. Here are a few of our latest recommendations.
When the students take a quiz on a book they have been read- Year 7 - Any book by Ross Welford - The 1000 Year Old Boy,
ing, if they score 6/10 or above, the number of words in the Time Travelling With a Hamster. The Dog Who Saved The
book are added to their individual word count. If they score World
10/10 we give them a raffle ticket to write their name and set Year 8 - H.I.V.E series by Mark Walden
on. It goes into a glass jar in the library and one ticket from Upper School - Gone by Michael Grant series
each set is pulled out at the end of term. The winner receives Sixth form - The Song of Achilles by Madeline Miller
a bar of chocolate.
Adults - Hamnet by Maggie O’Farrell, Shuggie Bain by Douglas
Lunch times have been incredibly busy this term - a full house Stuart, The Promise by Damon Galgut
most days with Year 10 and Year 11 using their lunchtime to Mrs Weekes
revise for their exams. It has been lovely to see lots of new

Thanks to Mrs Fullager who took
these photos of a cheeky squirrel who
raided the rubbish bins during the
Easter break.

Gravesend Grammar School

Respect, Friendship, Hard Work, Exploration

May 2022

Page 8

GRUESOME TIMES FOR YEAR 7!

Year 7 have
been piecing together
what happened in the
past. They have been
looking at cures for the Black Death. Some cures may have
even made the victim worse. From placing dead toads on the
sores, to sitting in sewers, the boys soon realised how lucky
they were to live in a time of antibiotics.
A selection of their remedy booklets are shown, along with a
poster of "The Layers of Hell”. People in Medieval England
were Catholic, God-fearing and petrified of going to hell. It
didn't necessarily mean a crimefree society, but the power

and the influence of the Catholic
church in their lives was very strong.
This term the boys will analyse Henry VIII's break with Rome
and find out why he turned his back on the Catholic Church.
They will then understand just how significant it is that we are
shortly to celebrate 70 years of the reign of Queen Elizabeth II,
peacefully and in harmony with all different religions being
practised in Britain.
Mrs Bouhamdi

BUILDING LATEST

Gravesend Grammar School
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KEEPING UP APPEARANCES!

Three members of staff, all former students of the school and now members of
staff, resplendent in their gowns attend Prize Giving to celebrate the impressive
achievements of today’s students. Mr Foreman (Subject Leader PE, GGS 1995—
2003), Mr Annable (Music Technician, GGS 1993—2000) and Mr Mitchell (Subject
Leader Music, GGS 2007—2014).

MUSIC
Last March GGS was contacted by Adrian Connell, a local musician, conductor and musical director who was looking for
some young musicians to accompany his choirs for a number
of summer events. Indrit Sylemani (cello) and Dan Ferrazza
(drums) were both extremely keen to get involved and have
done the school proud at two events already.
Performing with the Marlow Singers was an extremely enjoyable experience and I am glad to have had that opportunity! It's
great for me as this is my first professional gig to work somewhere out of school and it really helps my experience for the
future! Many thanks to Mr Annable for choosing us to represent GGS. Being there was amazing. Playing the music on my
cello was great fun and I was delighted with Daniel's and my
performance."
Indrit Sylemani, 11C
"It felt incredible to be asked to perform for the Marlowe Sing-

ers as it's the first
time I've ever been
asked to play at a
gig
outside
of
school. Performing
with this choir was
interesting as I'm
not used to playing
jazz on the drums. It
was nice to be
pushed out of my
comfort zone and
completely improvise some of the songs we played. We have
already been booked for more performances by our conductor
Adrian."
Dan Ferrazza, 12AS

For those of you that missed it, on 25th March we hosted our first GGS BIG GIG in over two years. The Theatre was packed
with a lively and eager audience who were entertained for the evening by a wide range of soloists, duets and bands on two
separate stages.
The full gig can be seen on the BIG GIG 2022 website here...
https://sites.google.com/gravesendgrammar.com/ggs-big-gig-2022/home

FORTHCOMING EVENTS:
Queen's Jubilee Party on Meopham Green, Saturday 4th June, 1pm til late.
GGS Summer Festival, Band + BBQ, School Quad, Saturday 9th July.
GCSE & A LEVEL MUSIC RECITAL
On Wednesday 18th May, it was wonderful to host our first GCSE & A
Level Music Recital Evening!
It has been such a pleasure to be able to see music spring back into life
after a few years of forced hibernation. Last term saw our busiest
month to date, with a whole school musical, a trip to the Royal Albert
Hall and the return of the amazing GGS Big Gig.
For some of these students this was their first ever public performance,
and they have worked extremely hard honing their skills over the past
months. It is excellent to witness the progress that they have made so
far and I’m sure you will join me in congratulating them. Finally, a big thank you to all of the staff in the music department,
Mrs Lander, Mr Annable, Mr Brown and Mrs Dunne, for all of their hard work, especially in helping these students prepare for
the event.
Kofi Amo-Agyei 12ZL writes:
This was the first GCSE and A level Recital in years and it didn’t disappoint. It was both to my pleasure and surprise to see all of
the talented musicians here at GGS. It was a night of flute playing, singing, elegant piano playing, and room-shaking DRUMS!
I’m so proud of all the boys that worked their socks off to perform. Their confidence will definitely grow as time goes on. Big
thanks to all of the music staff that dedicated many hours to help us with our performances. Hopefully the Summer Festival is
bigger and better!
Gravesend Grammar School
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YEAR 10 VISIT RIVER DARENT
Year 10 GCSE Geography Investigation of the River Darent
Over the course of two days at the end of March all of the
GCSE Geographers in Year 10 undertook a fantastic day of
fieldwork along the course of the River Darent between Lullingstone Roman Villa and Darenth. In all we visited five separate points progressing downstream around 2-5 kilometres
each time along in order to test some hypotheses that had
been set in agreement with the teachers in the classroom just
ahead of the trip.
It was all rather like a science investigation, but even more fun
as we actually got to experience outdoor field investigation
that involved getting into the river, and measuring up the
channel, all in aid of finding some evidence to prove that channel size increases as we move downstream and in relation to
this, so does the velocity (speed of flow) of water in the river
channel. In addition we sampled the bed load of the river, typically flint pebbles eroded out of the chalk that the river cuts
through, to see if particle size decreases downstream and the

friends and learn how to work together as a team in order to
collect our results. We carried out a range of data collection
techniques although some were quite simple and had their
limitations. For example, recording the river's velocity involved
some rather basic technology, measuring a rough distance of
10 metres along the bank with a tape measure, and then timing how long it took a floating orange to travel over the set
distance using a stopwatch on the mobile phone. The start and
finish judged by eye and the fact that the orange occasionally
got stuck in debris such as weeds or branches lodged in the
river, meant that our results are likely to be far from accurate,
although we did our best to implement a fair test principle.
Hopefully we became more efficient and effective as we
moved downstream and towards the final sites, so that we
could collect data within half an hour at each site.
Fortunately we were blessed with an Indian summer day
(although those going later in the week literally endured a blizzard), so that we really didn't mind the fact that the water was
freezing cold and occasionally went way above welly height.
We managed to picnic on the banks of the river in blazing sunshine, ensuring that we got the most out of our packed lunches, but only once we had all hand sanitised - not just for the
sake of Covid this time but to also ensure we avoided nasty
bacteria from the river including Weil's disease.
We thank the Geography Staff for helping with the trip and
participating too. Some abiding memories might be watching
Mr Wybar (who had returned to help out with the trip) and Dr
Wood not so nimbly trying to avoid the deep pools in the river
at our last stop near Darenth.

material becomes more rounded with transport distance in
response to attrition and abrasion. In other words, the objective is to test some of the theories we have learnt in class
about how rivers work, such as the Bradshaw model.

Overall the whole experience was amazing. It provided us with
a visual representation of the ways in which a river works and
potentially the factors that control this at each differing site.
We can look forward also to a day visit to London next academic year to take a look at Urban Regeneration in the area of
Stratford and the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park.
Jake Dillen 10T

We were allowed to work in teams of five to collect the data
we needed at the five sites. A great opportunity to bond with
Gravesend Grammar School
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HAMPTON COURT PALACE
Hampton Court Palace is an amazing place and I thoroughly recommend it to anyone. Although this trip is history focussed, I really can’t
stress enough how anyone should and would be able to enjoy a trip
to this prestigious palace. We started the day at 7:45 am at school
and left for 8:00 am. The journey lasted around an hour and a half
but the time flew by. We ventured past these wonderful decorative
gates and stepped out of the coach. The first thing you see is the
overwhelming size of the place, and the huge surrounding building
that is Hampton Court Palace. I was in Group Anne, and we were with
Mr Clements and Mr Foreman. We started with the Learning section
in the morning, and we were given a tour around the Grand Hall and
many other sections of Hampton Court Palace. As a group, we engaged in conversations about Wolsey, Henry VIII and three of his
wives, Catherine of Aragon, Anne Boleyn and Jane Seymour. It was
very interesting to see the propaganda and imagery used all throughout the palace, which linked in with these remarkable characters.
What followed was lunch, which we enjoyed by the old jousting area
which is known as the Lists. After lunch, we had some free time to
peruse what the palace had to show. There were these incredible
paintings, some of which could be seen as early uses of propaganda.
We saw the kitchens, and the pure scale of this area alone was
breathtaking! We also had time to go off and look around the fantastic gardens that surround the grounds, and they were on a whole
different level. Even now, it is so well kept and has been illustrated as

a major form of power. We then met up with Group Boylen and had a
little bit of time to look around the gift shop. After this, we got a massive group picture to seal the day off. Overall I would say this trip is
fantastic on numerous levels, with its overbearing presence, beauty
and valour, and the absolutely fantastic story that comes with it. It
was truly a trip to cherish and I am sure that anyone who went would
enjoy this trip as much as I did.
Patrick Taylor-12AJS

GGS WORLD EXPLORER 2023
Vietnam: Term 5 Update
This term, it was Team Ho
Chi Minh’s turn to washing
staff members’ vehicles.
Last time, I might have
ordered some Saharan
sand to Gravesend. This
time, I might have ordered
some confetti-like tree
blossoms and liquid bird
dropping to be dropped
onto the vehicles – as they
were being washed! Who

A massive well done to Team Ho Chi Minh participants, Mr Cutting
and Miss Nelson for making this round of vehicle washing a success.
My thanks to all staff who kindly ‘donated’ their vehicles to be
washed.
No students were jet-washed during the fundraising event.
Please look out for publicity on future fundraising events for GGS
World Explorer 2023.
Finally, both Team Hanoi and Team Ho Chi Minh have almost completed planning their itinerary for the month-long expedition. Both
teams will start from the south (Ho Chi Minh City), and work their
way northbound, along the beautiful Vietnamese coast, to Hanoi.
They will take part in some amazing treks, volunteering in local villagsaid washing vehicles is a chore?
es, experiencing the delightful Vietnamese cuisine, and of course,
As of writing this article, the fundraising event is still ongoing. The sightseeing in their free time.
weather has really helped us this time round, too. Team Ho Chi Minh KKP
participants have thus far done a great job washing, rinsing and drying the vehicles.

FIRES IN KENT
We had a member of Kent Fire and Rescue team come to our school.
We were taught what arson was, how people who are associated
with arson are convicted of arson, how most fires are started in
North Kent by teenagers and about FEEL.
We were told arson was lighting a fire with an intention of causing
damage to someone or something; for example burning down a
building is arson. We were also told that the person who caused the
fire would still get convicted of arson even if they didn't have an intention to because they cannot provide proof to the court that they
had no desire to cause the damage. Also people who watched and let
the person create the fire without stopping them would be charged
with joint enterprise.
The lady from Kent Fire and Rescue also spoke about how we could
think about the acronym, FEEL. This stands for Feel, Effect, Excuse,
Leave. This is used so that you are not accused for joint enterprise
Gravesend Grammar School

when someone you see do it. F: If you 'feel' that something is wrong,
you should think about what is happening. If you need to Leave just
leave. E: Think about the 'Effect' of your/their actions. If something
bad might happen, try to stop it. E: If you think running away will just
make the person more angry, think of an excuse or if your friends
are all meeting in the park and are going to make a fire, alert emergency services and make up an excuse to why you can't go with
them. Finally, L: If you know someone is going to make a fire you can
also just leave before they start it.
Over the last few years, fires have mainly been caused by teenagers
who have been trying to impress their friends. Don't let this be you.
Remember FEEL and don’t start fires.
Khylan Gomersall
With help from: 7AN
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YEAR 7 PUPPETRY PROJECT
In Drama, during their Puppetry Storytelling Project, our Year
7s were set the challenge of researching, designing, making
and retelling stories from other cultures, using Puppets. At the
beginning of the project students had to firstly take part in
research to explore the different kinds of puppets used in theatre, as well as investigate design choices for each of the
different types. For example, these included Rod puppets,
Marionettes, Hand puppets to name a few.
After exploring the different types of puppets, students then
had to decide on the design of puppet they would pursue for
their own storytelling and begin the planning and design stages.
Some of our students began and
even completed some amazing
puppets during the holiday, which
they had the opportunity to adjust
if needed, once back in school.
During the in class making of their
puppets, led by their Drama teachers and Mrs Fullager, students
were able to learn new and enhance their existing creative
skills, including how to safely use a range of tools, learn how
to operate a sewing machine, explore needlework and use a
range of media. In addition to the many practical skills developed, they then have had the challenge of operating the

Gravesend Grammar School

different types of puppets in performance, to retell the stories
from different cultures.
We have been amazed by the focus, developing skill and collaboration we have seen during this project and are immensely proud of all of our students, especially witnessing their confidence growing across their exploration of new found skills.
As part of the project, our Year 7s were set the challenge of
creating their puppets during the Easter holidays, in which
many participated. We are able to share some of the examples
of the Puppets that they designed and created here. We were
blown away by their incredible efforts! After the holidays, we
were presented with a huge range of rod puppets, hand puppets, even Marionettes, that had been carefully crafted during
the holidays, some even with a range of household objects . . .
apologies if they are your missing flannels! The creativity witnessed has been amazing!
Each of the participants were congratulated by Mr Rapley and
the KS3 Drama team, with Certificates, Commendations and
not forgetting sweets, which I understand were very much
enjoyed!
A huge well done to all who took part!
Mrs Alison Jones and KS3 Drama Team
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YORKSHIRE DALES WALKING HOLIDAY

The first day of the Easter Holiday, and a small party of 28 GGS boys
are driven to the north. Two minibuses are loaded with the boys;
driven by four volunteer staff - Mr Poon, Mr Singh, Miss Lewis and Mr
Foster have all made this trip possible. One old boy, Joe Hinks, travels
with them to help out: he has been on this trip before and knows all
about the Yorkshire Dales.
As the buses make their way north, "as a first time in Yorkshire, the
landscape has certainly convinced me I'm sure this will be a worthwhile trip" is the thought of one of the boys. Already, people are
getting along, even before the party reaches the bunkbarn: "the thing
I find most interesting is the way the teachers act much differently to
school" was the comment from one student.
Now, it is not all easy going. The weather this year provided everything from sunshine to howling gales and snow: "the scenery is beautiful but the weather on Ingleborough was foul", was one comment.
Ingleborough is one of the hills the group walked up: it is the second
highest hill in the Dales, rising to over 2000 feet above sea level. A
few days later, on another hill, the slightly lower Pen-Y-Ghent, the
snow was not falling to the ground, it was passing horizontally. The
Yorkshire Walking Trip certainly has its moments.
Some had been before. One of the 6th form boys commented "it's
been very good to finally come back here" - because of course this
trip was suspended for the duration of the you-know-what. Those
who had been before were used to the kitchen and the food: all
worked in teams to provide all the meals. This meant new skills for
some, one musing "every day we must look to the stars and ask ourselves the true philosophical questions, such as 'are the eggs done?'"
- and there was stargazing too, as the nights in the Dales are so dark
that on a clear night, thousands of stars can be seen. With Mr Singh's
help, the constellations were identified and a few passing satellites
spotted.
Others had never been to such a place before. One said "I was strugGravesend Grammar School

gling at first, but then Mr Foster taught me how to walk properly" and indeed, Mr Foster was a great help to all, especially those who
found the activity challenging. Meanwhile up on the hillsides, one boy
noticed that "clouds have proper shadows". So many little things that
are easily missed are noticed up there - and so much of it is stunningly beautiful.
The bunkbarn waited for the party each day. Once back, Miss Lewis'
boundless energy kept everyone going for the cooking even when
those doing the work were really tired. This trip cannot run without
people like that. At the same time, those older boys who had done
this before were spending time with the youngsters, showing them
how things are done, and giving extra help when needed. mixing
round the pool table, or chatting over a game of cards, people made
new friends and caught up with old friends who they do not see in
the school corridors day by day.
Five days of walking pass quickly. The last day saw the group going up
Pen-Y-Ghent. "It even snowed a bit" was the bonus commented on by
one of the boys. On this day, as every day, Mr Poon kept on encouraging the weary and helping everyone to get up to the top. Pen-YGhent can be an awkward hill, but for one boy it was "not as bad as I
expected" - maybe because he had been training up the other hills for
the preceding four days.
So, a week later, a tired party of GGS boys filled the minibuses and
were driven back to Kent by their tireless drivers. "I have always loved
this trip" was the comment of one 6th form boy who has come every
year since joining the school; "I'm definitely going on this trip again"
was the closing remark by another boy, who has gone on his first
Yorkshire Waking Trip, having joined the School only in September.
Thanks as ever, of course, to the minibus drivers - they make it possible. Thanks also to Joe, who took time from his work to help out with
the trip. Thanks also to the boys, whose enthusiasm and thoughtfulness for each other makes it all worthwhile. AD
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ART
Year 12 Community Art project - ‘Journeys’
Would you like to be part of a collaborative art work, exhibited in a
local exhibition?

Our Year 12 students have been working on a very ambitious project
in the last three months—with funding from Royal Opera House
Bridge Arts organisation they have embarked on a collaboration with
local artist Cas Holmes (pictured below), learning about her techniques and the ideas behind her work, which is mainly textile and
collage in nature. Cas references her own Romani Gypsy heritage in
her work and often highlights the journeys that migrants have taken,
along with her own very personal take on textiles, using found materials and processes such as ‘Momegami’ - turning paper into fabric
that can be stitched and collaged.
Our students are a very culturally diverse group and we wanted to
celebrate their individual stories - we set up the collaboration with
Cas, working remotely via video link, but also with LV21, the Arts
Centre moored on the Thames. Students have worked to explore
their own cultural backgrounds and the journeys they have been on
either through their family history or their own personal connections
to their culture and how it has shaped them. Each student has taken
on a different role throughout the project - some as project managers, others documenting the project to create a resource to allow the
project to run in subsequent years, both at GGS but in other local
schools - we hope to see this grow and become a major collaboration
with our community in years to come. Part of this is to create a community art work to exhibit at a public exhibition.

Gravesend Grammar School

We need you to make this happen!
We are delighted to be able to welcome staff, students and families
to be part of this work - to come to our art studio, to work with our
talented artists who will coach you through making your own contribution to the work. You need no experience and it is open to anyone
- the more members of our community we have involved, the more
successful it will be!
Please join us in making a collaborative art work, using some of the
collage and unusual textiles techniques the students have learnt and
developed, on Tuesday 21st June, from 4pm until 7pm. There will be
refreshments and we hope to have a very relaxing evening, where
you can drop in for as long as you wish and make something to contribute to our larger work - this is very much a time to connect, to
make art under the expert guidance of our students and to be part of
making a work that will be exhibited at St George's Gallery, alongside
the student work and the work of Cas Holmes, from the 19th to the
24th of July.
We are hugely proud of our students and the very personal work
they have created - we now need our school community to join
with us to make this project a success!
Where?
The Art Studio - room 210
When?
Tuesday 21st June, from 4pm until 7pm (drop in anytime, for refreshments and to make a contribution to our project)
Do I need to be creative?
No! The work you will be helping to make is collaborative, smaller
pieces of a larger art work - our students and the Art Department
staff will guide you through the whole process - but, if you would like
to bring items that relate to your own cultural heritage or family
history this would be wonderful - for example, maps, old family recipes, photos, fabric - we will copy them so they are safe and the copies can be used as part of the work, using the Japanese Momegami
technique which turns paper magically into fabric! Collage and stitch
will be used to make your own small contribution to a much larger
piece, mapping our school community in relation to the history and
geography of Gravesham and the Thames.
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YEAR 10 ART & PHOTOGRAPHY
Year 10 have been working on a portrait project for the last few terms, producing lino prints. photography and drawn portraits.
We are immensely proud of their work and hope you enjoy seeing it!
AJS

GARDENING CLUB
The Gardening Club need members to help us grow more lovely veg! Come along to the
Quad every Tuesday from 1:35 until 2:20pm to join in!
We have been working hard to plant and are beginning to see the fruits of our labours in
the last few weeks of glorious weather - our broad beans will be ready in the next couple of weeks and our students have already been able to take home lettuce and other
veg to their families. We have seen the bulbs planted last autumn flower with a fantastic display and the new Duke of Edinburgh roses are beginning to settle in.
We plan to start a herb garden soon and have plans for a House competition to plan and
plant flower and veg beds—watch this space!
AJS
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KEY STAGE 3 CODING CLUB
This is our first year running the Key Stage 3 Coding Club. In Year 7
we have focussed on developing their computational thinking skills,
problem solving and programming techniques within Scratch and
Minecraft on code.org, before moving onto using blocky code related
to the micro:bit. For Year 8 we have invested in hardware accessories
related to the micro:bit. This has enabled students to program hardware in a range of different contexts to develop an appreciation of
how computing is embedded within our daily lives. Below are some
comments from some of our regular attendees.
NJD
Year 7
I really like Coding Club because it's a place where coders can hang
out and talk about coding after school. We also get introduced to
new stuff and I love to experiment with the different types of code
and push myself to learn more.
My favourite part of Coding Club
is helping others—people are able
to express themselves and meet
other coders who can help them
develop and bugfix their games
when a problem arises.
Oliver Carroll 7PDB
As a wannabe game creator and
member of the club, I can confidently say that Coding Club is a great place to learn and have fun
simultaneously! It’s a place where different individuals can meet and
unlock new skills, whilst sharing ideas that can combine into new
ones. Personally, I have learnt a lot of new things at the club and
have made new friends there as well. It helped me to be inspired to
code and let me feel a lot more confident than I was previously: in
other words, it threw me out of my limited comfort zone and gave me
the drive needed to start learning!
Malachi Mason 7PDB
At the start of the year, we
started coding with Scratch
which was later going to be
introduced again to us in computing. We continued coding
with Scratch until Term 2. In
Term 3 we were introduced to
the Hour of Code programme
which gave us video step-bystep tutorials on how to complete the given task. Hour of
Code was mainly based on Minecraft coding. New year, new coding
as we moved to micro:bit which was very different and complex from
any other program we had used. The reason being after we had finished typing the block of code we had to download it onto the micro
bit chip. We had to redo this with every block of code. Overall, I think
I speak for every member of Coding Club when I say that the club has
been great fun and interesting experience and we cannot wait to see
what the future holds.
Tianosi Daudu 7PDB
Year 8
Coding club is amazing. I absolutely love it. I learn lots about coding
and pattern recognition by looking at my code after I have followed
the instructions. Sometimes there are errors but usually there aren’t
any mistakes, and if there are, our knowledge will help us find the
error. Recently, we have been programming a robot to follow a black
line on the floor. After we finish the code we test it and then add our
own things to it, like increasing the speed. In addition to all of this,
our end goal is to make a town that runs itself! It will consist of cars,
traffic lights, and barriers! Everybody loves watching the outcome of
our mini projects within the big project.
Guy Partridge 8BC
Gravesend Grammar School

Coding club is an after school extracurricular program for Year 7 and
Year 8 students running after school
on Mondays from 15:25 until 16:25
(Week 1 for Year 7, Week 2 for Year
8). Since the start we have been
developing our knowledge on the
BBC micro:bits program, using multiple programming languages. Since
the start of Term 2 we have been making our own mini micro bit city
which includes things like coding Kitronik Traffic lights, Cars, Street
lamps and more.
Zac Green 8HNW
At Coding Club, we have been
programming and testing micro:bits (small computer chips)
in multiple different ways to
improve our skills. These include using LED lights to create
letters and numbers, linking
micro:bits to create multiplayer
games, and most recently using
extensions, which include traffic
lights, small vehicles and lift arm barriers to soon create a small road
system for us to control. It has been very fun to test out all of the
functions of the micro:bits, make our own custom games and then
share with friends. I’ve found it a nice atmosphere to be in and am
always intrigued as to what we can make next!
Oliver Foulds 8PJC

CCF
This term has been a short one for the RN cadets due to the two
bank holidays, but we have continued to work on developing the
leadership skills of all of the cadets. Classroom sessions have looked
at the theoretical side of leadership to have a deeper understanding
of the concept whilst other sessions have given cadets a chance to
put their knowledge into practice with practical leadership tasks requiring them to work together to resolve fictitious scenarios.
We also recently held our first formal kit inspection. Cadets were
required to have cleaned and polished their shoes or boots, moulded
their berets and ironed their shirts and trousers. Overall the standard
was very high, one cadet had been moulding his beret for weeks
aiming for perfection whilst another sat polishing his boots in the CCF
office
at
lunchtime. Certificates and prizes
were awarded for
the best in each
category as well
as the best overall
cadet. We will be
continuing with
this in the future
so please encourage the cadets to get in some extra practice with ironing and shoe
polishing at home.
Now that things are beginning to open up from the Covid lockdowns,
the Royal Navy is able to offer camps and courses to the CCF cadets.
Several of our cadets have had successful applications for these already. One went away at Easter on a Navigation and Seamanship
course, another one went away to learn about Junior Leadership in
May and others are booked later this Summer to do Dinghy Sailing
with RYA qualifications, powerboating and first aid.
CNW
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD
Term 5 Update
Bronze DofE (Year 9)
At the end of April, we dispatched five expedition groups into
the Kentish countryside for their Bronze DofE Practice Expedition. It was a significant moment because it has been three
years since our last Bronze Practice Expedition. It genuinely
felt like nothing had changed: students thoroughly looking
forward to a challenging weekend, public footpaths still being
where they have always
been, Hope Hill Campsite
being hustling and bustling
as per usual.
The students are very skilful in using eDofE mapping
software to plan their
routes. They first use laminated paper maps to plan
their routes for both days,
before plotting them onto
eDofE. The routes are then
shared with the adult volunteers, who will print
them for tracking purposes.
The week prior, I instructed
all DofE adult volunteers
and students to perform
the sun dance, and clearly
it worked. On Day 1, three
expedition groups started from Jeskyns Community Woodland, and their routes take them southbound towards Great
Buckland before ending at Hope Hill Campsite. Meanwhile,
two expedition groups started from Ryarsh and headed northbound towards Luddesdown before heading into camp.
It was an incredibly fine weekend to walk, with very little
cloud on Day 1. Although some groups found the navigation
challenging, adult volunteers were on hand to support them.
On some occasions, it involved some quick map skill enhancements, and on others adult volunteers walked with them to
‘connect’ their maps with their real-life surrounding.
At camp, all groups quickly unpacked. Within an expedition
group, some were in charge of pitching tents, while some
were in charge of cooking dinner. It was a productive and calm
environment, and it was all down to the students’ superb display of teamwork.
There was a little precipitation on Day 2, but it in no way hindered the groups’ progress. The fact that all groups’ navigation continued to be solid implied not only are they confident
navigators, but also landowners have been maintaining public
footpaths to an excellent standard throughout the pandemic.
All groups arrived in Meopham Green, still smiling, still in high
spirits – massive congratulations to all involved.
The five groups have already started planning their routes for
the Qualifying Expedition in June. This is the one where all of
their skills will be assessed, from Day 1 morning to Day 2 afternoon. I will, of course, be instructing all DofE adult volunteers
and students to perform the sun dance once more nearer the
time.
Gravesend Grammar School

My thanks to Mr Foster, Mr Humphrey, Mrs McLean and Mr
Standen for providing outstanding support throughout the
weekend.

DofE (Year 10)
As I am writing this article, the three Silver DofE expedition
groups are raring to embark on their Practice Expedition. They
have worked hard with Miss Couves over the past few weeks
in planning their expedition: plotting the routes, preparing the
menu plan, creating a shopping list and revisiting some of the
campcraft skills.
A report and photos to follow in the next edition of the newsletter.
Gold DofE (Year 12 and Year 13)
The Gold DofE participants in the Sixth Form will begin their
expedition training in June, after which they will be planning
for their Practice and Qualifying Expeditions in the summer.
KKP

Respect, Friendship, Hard Work, Exploration

May 2022

Page 18

GGS SPORT
BADMINTON
Kent Schools Badminton Championships
Year 9 Badminton Teams
Elite

Development

1.Nick Williams (9H)
2.Jack Williams (9S)
3.Daniel Raj (9H)
4.Jack Robertson (9C)

1.Henry Gaston (9H)
2.Gukarun Dayal (9C)
3.Jay Chima (9T)
4. Owen Walton (9S)
Res. Valentine Clark (9C)

will form the core of the
Senior 1st and 2nd Teams
next season. Our studentathletes have worked
tirelessly and diligently so
far to maximise the opportunity and are making massive strides in their development, both from a physical and skill perspective. We are excited about the prospect of the 2022/23 season, where the programme will continue its growth as it enters an even more
challenging league and cup schedule.
U16 Update
Trials for the new
U16 Basketball Academy cohort have
recently taken place
with a huge turnout
at trials. With so
much talent and
potential in the year
9 and 10 year
groups, we’re excited to announce that
the Basketball Academy will now
have U16-A and U16-B teams for the
2022/23 season, with 46 studentathletes in the programme across
both squads. The boys have made an
outstanding start with their sessions
and we’ve seen great progress so far.
Commitment has been excellent and
we’re very excited to continue on this
journey with both teams.

U14 Elite - 3rd Place Finish
The Elite U14s started with a fantastic 5-0 against Walthamstow Hall to get themselves into the competition.
Next, we played Skinners School. Overall, the quality of their
players was outstanding, with one England player and many
Kent players, Both of the doubles games were close but no
matches seemed winnable, even without the mistakes, given
the strength of our opposition.
Our third game was against Skinners School. It was very close
- two games were being played at a time. Our first singles lost
- only by 2 points clear - but the second singles went very well
with a very clear win, bringing the total to 3-2 in our favour
and a 3rd place finish
Overall, the quality was good; all of us were playing some of
our best badminton, especially Jack Williams 9H and Jack Robertson 9C in the last doubles game. There were far too many
unforced errors in all the games but overall we were pleased
with the competition and a memorable experience.
U14 Development - 2nd Place Finish
GGS won in both the first and second matches, barely conceding any games, with the team qualifying for the finals - against
Skinners. I watched the final games, the first two games were
JAT
won by the opponent, so GGS needed to win all of the remaining games. The next two games we won, both being too close
GGS Basketball Academy is proud to be sponfor comfort—it was difficult to watch. The final game was lost,
sored by The Bridge Group, an industry leader in
ending at about 24-22. I feel on a better day we could’ve won,
security and facility management services. Their
but the luck didn’t go our way and ended up losing by the fingenerous support allows the Basketball Academy
to offer its student-athletes top-quality proviest of margins.
sions every day. To find out more about The
KS4 Tournament - U16
Bridge Group and their fantastic array of services,
Our Junior Badminton team secured 2nd place in their first
please visit their website at
County competition, a fantastic achievement as they continue
https://www.thebridgegroup.uk.com/.
their introduction to the game.
CRICKET
Nick Williams 9H
The Cricket season has finally arrived and it has been an excelBASKETBALL
lent start for all age groups. Training has been filled with lots
Senior Update
of enthusiastic students who have all devoted their after
With the 2021/22 season finished, Term 5 sees the start of the
school training to improve. The start from all teams has shown
off-season window for the Year 12 and 11 (post-exams). The
the hard work put in over the last two summers regardless of
focus during this 12-week period is all about individual skill
the results.
development, with lots of time invested in the Athletic Devel1st XI
opment Centre to prepare next year’s Senior squad for the
The senior cricket programme got off to a great start with an 8
challenging season ahead. It’s also a great time for the boys to
wicket victory over Borden Grammar School in their first game
get to know their new teammates and push each other to
of the season. Their next game against Beths was awarded as
reach their potential in a positively competitive environment.
a walk over as sadly the opposition could not field a side. After
25 players have entered the off-season senior programme and
the first two matches the students entered into a deciding
Gravesend Grammar School

Respect, Friendship, Hard Work, Exploration

May 2022

Page 19

match against unbeaten Maidstone Grammar. They were set
a mammoth target of 191. The chase got off to a flying start
with the first two batsmen putting on 66 off of 5.3 overs. Despite this flying start the match had to be abandoned due to
rain setting in for the evening.
With a semi-final set up against Sir Roger Manwood at home.
Gravesend Grammar set an excellent total of 157 on an indifferent wicket. This led to a nail biting finish with the opposition needing 13 runs off of 14 balls with three wickets remaining. Some excellent bowling from Captain Charlie Agg
meant that GGS snuck into the Kent Under 18’s League FInal.
This will be played after exams and will be an exciting finish to
the first season of Senior Cricket at the school for over 10
years.
Under 15s
The under 15’s have seen a bumpy start to the season with a
walkover win against Sutton Valence and a 40 run loss against
Maidstone Grammar. Despite this loss, numbers at training
have been excellent and there is a lot of potential to improve.
Under 14s
The Under 14s experienced an unbeaten start to the season
beating Maidstone Grammar and Ravens Wood School, both
by comfortable margins. All members of this team have
worked hard in nets and on their fielding to deliver two excellent performances. Sadly this run was cut short against Simon
Langton, who managed to outplay us on the day. In their
round two draw, GGS managed to defend 124 runs to overcome a strong Oakwood Park side and book themselves a
place in the third round.
Under 13s
Like the Under 14s the Under 13s have seen an excellent start
to the season. A performance filled with heart against a
strong Dartford Grammar side. They followed this up with an
excellent performance to beat Maidstone by six wickets and a
narrow loss to Simon Langton, with the result coming down
to the final ball of the match. They are now poised for a great
run in the Thunder Trophy as the team gains valuable experience and training.
Under 12s
The new Year 7s have shown an incredible appetite for all
sports this year and cricket has been no different, with 40
students turning up to training regularly, excited to improve.
This has transferred into games with a narrow loss to Dartford
Grammar and a win against Maidstone Grammar. Although
the side have suffered more defeats, this has not deterred the
squad from attending training and continuing their hard work,
epitomising the values and spirit we expect at GGS.
BS

GOLF
For the first time in two years, our students were able to represent the school at the Kent Schools Golf Championship.
Seven students represented Gravesend Grammar at Princes
Golf Club in Sandwich. The conditions were perfect for links
golf with minimal wind. These conditions were capitalised on
by our scratch golfer, Lucas Dennison, who made the turn in
one under par. Lucas was followed by our strong team of golfers who managed to play some excellent golf around a difficult course.
All students were a credit to the school and were able to keep
Gravesend Grammar School

calm heads around a difficult course. This patience and persistence lead to Gravesend Grammar winning in two categories.
Patrick Chenu was the Under 16s Champion with an amazing
round, scoring 39 points. Our team of Patick Chenu, Justin
Chenu and Tomas Mcmanus took the overall team prize and
will represent Kent at the National School’s Golf Championship.
BS

RUGBY
During this off-season programme, the Senior Rugby Squad
has been developing their different performance attributes.
They have been focusing on the strength and conditioning
required to perform at a high level as we head into the next
season. Currently, the senior players are attending three sessions per week with the focus on strength, power, and mobility: as the weeks have progressed each squad member has
made huge improvements in their programs. The U15s have
had a fantastic start to their S&C induction, with two sessions
per week in the morning starting at 07:00 am: numbers have
been regularly above 17 players attending. The main focus
during this phase is understanding how strength and conditioning and moving patterns can help their performance on
the pitch.
Our U14 squad have just started their introduction phase under the watchful eye of Mr Stanley. The students have been
improving their mobility and movement under loads, and
with the players showing real commitment to the programme, they have now been invited to train alongside the
senior squad as we continue to build a positive rugby culture
at Gravesend Grammar School.
Looking ahead to next season, a stronger fixture list has been
published which allows us to challenge different schools and
to use it as an opportunity to learn, as well as the prospect of
having a good cup run again the players and coaching staff are
eagerly anticipating what the future holds for this squad.
On an exciting note, our Head Student, Olamide Sodeke, has
been selected to represent England U18 on tour to South Africa. During his time, he will be training alongside the best players in the country in his age group, as well as games against
France, Wales, Argentina, and South Africa. This is a huge
honour for him and one which he fully deserves, it is a testament to the work ethic he has shown through his years at
GGS as part of the rugby programme. TP
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TERM DATES FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2021—2022
TERM 1:

TERM 2:
TERM 3:
TERM 4:
TERM 5:

TERM 6:

Wednesday, 1st September—Staff INSET Day
Start: Thursday, 2nd September
Finish: Friday, 15th October
Start: Monday, 1st November
Finish: Tuesday, 21st December
Start: Wednesday, 5th January 2022
Finish: Friday, 11th February
Start: Monday, 21st February
Finish: Friday, 1st April
Start: Tuesday, 19th April
Finish: Friday, 27th May
Start: Monday, 6th June—WEEK ONE
Finish: Thursday, 21st July

NB: Note change to
the end of Term 6 2022
to take account of the
additional Bank Holiday for the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee celebrations

TERM DATES FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2022—2023
TERM 1:

TERM 2:
TERM 3:

TERM 4:
TERM 5:
TERM 6:

Friday, 2nd September—Staff INSET Day
Start: Monday, 5th September
Finish: Friday, 21st October
Start: Monday, 7th November
Finish: Tuesday, 20th December
Start: Tuesday, 3rd January 2023
Finish: Friday, 10th February
Start: Monday, 20th February
Finish: Friday, 31st March
Start: Monday, 17th April
Finish: Friday, 26th May
Start: Monday, 5th June
Finish: Friday, 21st July

250 CLUB
Please see below for the details of the March draw:1st prize - number 292 - £201.43, member since 2018
2nd prize - number 128 - £109.87, member since pre-2005
3rd prize - number 284 - £54.95, member since 2020
Contribution to school - £366.25
April 2022 prize draw:1st - number 71 - prize of £198.68, member since 2017 no previous wins
2nd - number 33 - prize of £108.37, member since 2012 no previous wins
3rd - number 156 - prize of £54.20, member since 2012 - previous winner
Contribution to school - £361.25

Thank you as always to all of you for supporting the school
with your membership of the GGS250 Club.
Barbara Dumaisnil
250 Club Co-ordinator

MATHS CHALLENGE SOLUTION

Answer:
(a)
the smallest total is 83,
for example
(b)
The largest possible is 357, for
example
If any of you are interested in knowing more about the PTA or
(c)
Four possible ways to 100
thinking of joining then please do come along to the school on
Tuesday 24th May at 7:00 pm - we are holding an informal
"meet your PTA" session, we would be delighted to see you
there.
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