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LAYING FIRM FOUNDATIONS
Whilst Covid has started a resurgence (due to the Omicron
variant) it is important to recognise that the foundations we
are laying are to make sure that we are stronger going forward.
Having the car park
handed over at the
end of Term 1 has
already
improved
the parking situation
but with yellow
lines, a new pedestrian path and new
fences and gates,
the
logistics
of
getting on and off
Pumping concrete to form the foundations of site will be transthe new Sixth Form Centre
formed. It has been
fabulous to see the
foundations being laid for the Sixth Form centre and we are
becoming increasingly excited about the impact this will have
on our students and staff. We are due to lose two sports
pitches for the best part of 12 months as a temporary access
road will be built to start work on the new canteen and we are
grateful to both
Gravesend
Rugby
Club and Old Gravesendian’s Rugby Club
for their cooperation
in using their pitches
for fixtures and also
for the curriculum.
The efforts that have
gone into our extra
A bird’s eye view of our construction work
curricular
programme have begun to show rewards. Over 80% of our rugby
fixtures across the school have resulted in wins for the school
with the 1st XV showing the way against some of our traditional rivals with wins against Maidstone GS, Rochester
Maths, Chislehurst and Sidcup. The Basketball Academy has
an exceptionally tough fixture list and it has been a delight to
see some of the best schoolboy talent from around the country come down to Gravesend. The PE Department should be
commended for what they have achieved in bringing sport
back to the school after a difficult time with Covid.
It has been a pleasure to hear the students rehearsing for this
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year's school production. The excitement and enthusiasm really does create a joyful atmosphere around the school and
we will write to you early in Term 3 to let you know how to
buy your tickets. Sadly, we have had to cancel two musical
events because of Covid mitigation and I know that there is
much disappointment as many hours wentOur
intonew
rehearsing
car parkfor
the Carol services and the Christmas concert.
under construction
Many staff members are busy organising trips and visits both
domestic and international to build back some of the amazing
opportunities and challenges that the school has offered in
the past and new activities for the future. The popularity of
the ski trip is testament to the fact that parents and students
are desperate for everyone to have a more normal school
experience. Incidentally, over 300 students attempted to sign
up for the ski trip and whilst we have doubled the planned
numbers, there will be a number of students who have been
disappointed. I will be sending out a list of trips and visits to all
parents that cover the next few years so that you can choose
from the activities that are available.
With the spectre of déjà vu over the summer examinations we
have decided to ‘beef up’ our trial exams by running a two
week series which more closely resembles the actual exams. In the event of examinations being determined again by
teachers, this will give us a robust set of results to use as evidence towards the final grades.
It was an absolute pleasure to welcome the remarkable Fikayo
Tomori back to his old school. The former student was on a
very short break from training with AC Milan in Italy to visit his
family in Gravesend and he took the opportunity to deliver
some of his playing
shirts for display and
also meet a number of
teachers that had supported him throughout
his time at the school.
All at GGS are proud of
Fikayo and wish him all
the success in his career and hope to see
him playing for England
again in the next
World Cup.
MDM
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STAFF NEWS
CONGRATULATIONS to Ms Kermode and her Todorova who is returning to Bulgaria and to Ms Haggar, who
husband on the birth of their baby daughter in is also moving away from the area.
November.
We welcome Mr Kite who is with us for two terms and joining
We say goodbye, good luck and thank you to the Economics Department, and to our new subject mentors
Mrs Chatterjee, who is moving away from the area, to Mr (all former GGS students) Mr Krawczak (Spanish), Mr Piralic
Newman who has taken up a position at another school, to Dr (Maths) and Mr Parrott (History).
Nikmal who has taken a position nearer his home, to Ms

MESSAGE FROM THE FINANCE OFFICE

SECOND HAND UNIFORM

We would like to remind all parents that the school’s preferred method of payment for all trips/activities/sundries is
online via www.ParentPay.com. If you require your login details, please contact the Finance Office:
osbornej@gravesendgrammar.com or
mchalen@gravesendgrammar.com

Due to severe lack of storage space, we cannot unfortunately
take donations of surplus or outgrown uniform in school at
the moment. We are, however, happy to accept school ties
from any House.

CORONAVIRUS
The word ‘Omicron’ has unfortunately become part of our
coronavirus vocabulary. This newly identified variant of Covid19 is causing much concern worldwide and it still unclear as to
its effects and transmissibility.
As a school we have been fortunate that rates of infection
have, at the time of writing, been relatively low.
While Government guidelines continue to advise regular
testing and good hygiene, the school community has once
again been advised to wear masks in communal areas for the
foreseeable future. The School also took the very difficult decision to cancel some planned Christmas activities in the best
interests of all.
From 14th December, a new national approach to daily testing
for contacts of COVID-19 has been introduced. All adults who
are fully vaccinated and children aged 5 to18 years and 6
months, identified as a contact of someone with COVID-19 –
whether Omicron or not – should take an LFD test every day
for 7 days instead of self-isolating. Children under five years

old do not need to take part in daily testing for contacts of
COVID-19 and do not need to isolate. Once notified by Test
and Trace as a close contact, all eligible staff, pupils and students are strongly recommended to take a LFD each day for 7
days and report the results through the online reporting system and to their setting. If they test negative, they can continue to attend their education setting. Outside of the education
setting, they should continue to follow national guidance. This
approach should also be adopted over the Christmas holiday
and on return in January.
All staff and secondary aged pupils and students should have
access to a box of 7 LFD test kits from their education setting.
Anyone proving positive should immediately get a PCR by
attending a walk-in site or ordering online.
To keep everyone safe, please continue to test regularly and
upload your results to TestRegister which will automatically
notify the school of the result and will then take you to the
gov.uk results site to register your result there.

HEAD STUDENT REPORT
Another busy and eventful term comes to an end as we excitedly approach the festive period. As always, I would like to
extend my appreciation of all of the hard work and effort both
students and staff have put in this term.
The school has supported a number of causes in November.
The first being the honouring of the 103 Remembrance Day –
whilst we were limited in how we could do so in person, the
school still stood in solidarity to honour all those who laid
down their lives. Also, Movember was once again a massive
success, with numerous students and staff raising awareness
and money for men’s health.
The Head Student Team has been working carefully alongside
the senior leadership to organise a permanent place to establish a ‘Prayer Room’ as part of the new building plans in the
coming year. We recognise the school is much more religiously
and culturally diverse than it once was, and having this in
rd
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place is a must. As you may know, we are also in the midst of
appointing new prefects; an excellent opportunity that has
become available to Year 12 – I urge everyone to take it.
Unfortunately, it appears the traditional carol service attended
by Year 7 will be cancelled due to recent circumstances. I recognise this is extremely disappointing for them, though I am
sure they will show the same resilience they have had to exhibit these past few years. I believe we can be confident that
there will be more opportunities for them to enrich their
learning going forwards.
I wish everyone a restful and joyous Christmas holiday, ready
to come back stronger and focused in the New Year.
Merry Christmas to you all!
Sach Thandi
Head Student
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CAREERS NEWS
This term I have been working closely with the newly launched
Engineering Society and brand-new Business & Finance Society
to hold weekly meetings, establish society aims and elect student lead teams. Already the students have been contributing
in a variety of ways and we have been able to hear from visiting speakers. More details for each of these and the ongoing
Medical and Law Societies can be found in their separate reports.
All through this term I have also been conducting individual
Career interviews with Year 11 students and this will continue
in Term 3. Every student is offered this opportunity to talk
through any career ideas that they may have, ask questions
and get any information that they might need to support them
with their choices for Post-16 options and the future beyond.
Each student gets a copy of the interview notes which include
next steps to help them move forward with their plans and
preparations. I am always fascinated by the
wide range of career options that our students
explore and encourage parents to get involved
in that exploration process too. All students
have access to Unifrog, licensed through the
school, which has many tools to help in this

process. I also recommend www.careerpilot.org.uk as a useful
website that parents can access to find out more about options available, explore jobs linked to subjects studied, and get
up to date labour market information including salary data,
numbers of jobs, and projections for the future job market.
As the term draws to a close I am busy making final checks and
sending the Year 13 university applications. With many applications sent
earlier in the term students are already receiving offers from universities and several were invited to interview at Oxford and Cambridge Universities. For those students seeking apprenticeship
opportunities we ran workshops on CVs and LinkedIn earlier
this term and are preparing further workshops on Interviews
and Psychometric testing for Term 3. Individual guidance interviews are ongoing to offer personalised support for applications.
Mrs Jenny Douse
Head of Careers
(dousej@gravesendgrammar.com)

GGS SOCIETIES
The societies at Gravesend Grammar are designed to provide advice and opportunities for the Sixth Form students as well as
the lower school - they allow them to engage with other students with similar ambitions and gain experience with the skills
necessary for their chosen careers. Beginning with the Medical Society, our school has expanded into societies for Law, Business, and Engineering in the Sixth form, as well as a Debate society. Our societies are run by students, for students, with the
guidance of a member of staff who has experience in the field to provide them with the perfect boost for their future.
Sophie Wallis 13AD

ENGINEERING SOCIETY
Engineering Society
is a group of likeminded and aspiring
individuals building
up
a
collective
knowledge of a prospective career in
engineering
and
related fields. Gathering every Monday lunchtime, the aims of the society are to
discuss the different types of engineering, a path into an engineering career and generally what the career of an engineer is
like. Recently, we have been showing different engineering
specialisations by presenting PowerPoints, strengthening our
presentation skills in the process.
In addition, we have recently had a couple sessions in which
guest speakers have visited us to give a first-hand perspective
of what being an engineer is like, and how to become an engineer. Our first session was with ex-GGS students who have
became engineers by following different paths. One speaker
went to university to study a Masters degree in Aerospace EnGravesend Grammar School

gineering including a work placement year and went on to
work for the same company. The second speaker took another
path, doing a Civil Engineering degree, then went on to work
on projects both in the UK and abroad including airports and a
railway station. In the other session, an electrical engineer, who started
as an apprentice
and progressed to
becoming the director of a company, gave us an
insight into what
the life of an engineer is like, what
his job entails,
different ways to become an engineer, and what kind of salary
to expect. These visits from guest speakers have provided us
with invaluable information on what being an engineer is truly
like.
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GGS SOCIETIES continued
BUSINESS AND FINANCE SOCIETY
Welcome to the Business and
Finance Society! Every other
Wednesday in Room 302, students in the Sixth Form looking
into a potential career in the industry meet to discuss anything
from accounting to entrepreneurship. We are a student run group, organising workshops that
enhance your skill set as well as presenting an idea or research
to the group, increasing presentation and communication
skills that are vital for the world of business, and so much
more. For example, our line-up of guest speakers, giving great

insight into many factors and
an inside look into a whole
host of career opportunities.
Most recently, a former student working in human resources at a large construction firm sharing her experiences, as well as advice on how she got her apprenticeship
and the many apprenticeship opportunities her employer
offers. If you're interested in a future career in business and
finance, this is the place for you.

LAW SOCIETY
When? Thursday, Week 2, 12:05-12:35 Where? Room 229
What we currently do
Since we started in early September we have had a jampacked schedule! At first, we explored the LNAT, an admission
test crucial for some university law degrees. Then we took
turns delivering presentations ranging from careers in law to
the different branches of law. This valuable exercise not only
informed us about the profession but also developed our
teamwork and presentation skills. Following on from this we
are now looking at different famous legal cases which set the
precedent for the laws we have now. This has been an extremely fascinating task and provokes great debate amongst
the group. Also, there are regular posts on Google Classroom
offering excellent work experience opportunities.

Plans for the future
In the future we plan to continue exploring different famous
legal cases as well as improving our knowledge on the sector
through group presentations. In addition, we intend on bringing legal professions ranging from barristers to paralegals, to
provide talks and answer questions. This will give us an invaluable insight into the profession as well as gain tips and useful
knowledge regarding access to legal work. This is an opportunity not to be missed!
We hope to see you there!

MEDICAL SOCIETY

session in school. We
experienced
moving
from station to station
being asked questions
under timed conditions. We were able to
answer a whole range of
questions, testing our
interest in medicine, our
motivation to study, and our responses to given situations. It
was interesting listening to other students answers and
getting peer feedback.
Our third practice session was led by Adam Holloway, MP for
Gravesham. In the session we were interviewed by experts in
the field (ranging from Professors and Doctors to Admission
Tutors), providing us with a real insight into the profession,
and giving us a taste of what we can expect in the coming
months.
Hopefully we will all start
hearing back from our chosen universities soon. Having had these experiences
we must continue practising and be prepared for
interviews to be held virtually.

If you are interested in finding out more about
Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary or other Allied
Health Professions then contact Mrs MacMahon to join your year group Medical Society
Google Classroom.
macmahonp@gravesendgrammar.com
Year 13
This Term, our focus has been on preparing for interviews,
which are likely to take place early next year. So far, we have
been able to attend three fantastic practice sessions.
•The first was led by St George’s Medical
School, University of London. In this virtual session we were allocated stations
and
given
the opportunity in pairs to write down our
answers to two ‘mock interview’
questions. We then presented our
answers to the wider group and
were given feedback from St
George’s as to what the interviewers were looking for and how best to answer questions.
•Following on from this session, Mrs MacMahon (helped by
Mrs Douse and Laura, a third year Medical Student at St
George’s) organised a ‘Mock MMI’ (Multiple Mini Interview)
Gravesend Grammar School

Max Owen 13AD & Ben Bates-Glover 13MP
Student Leads – Law Society
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Year 11 and Year 12
Year 12 students have been attending Medical Society this
term, gaining an understanding of what is expected of them if
they wish to make a successful medical application in the future. Kent and Medway Medical School (KMMS) did a virtual
talk to the MedSoc at the end of November when they outlined the stages of applying to Medical School, and what students should be doing throughout this year to strengthen their
application. The talk encompassed a variety of topics, including the importance of work experience (both in person and
virtually), what to look for when selecting a Medical School,
and what studying Medicine will involve.
Noah Thomas Year 13 – Chair of the Medical Society
Medic Mentor
This is our experience into Medic Mentor and joining the medical family.
We recently completed a Medic Mentor work experience and
we thoroughly enjoyed seeking a deeper insight into medicine. What we found most
beneficial was how many opportunities there are in medicine. We further explored the
jobs related to medicine such
as GPs and surgeons.
That being said, the field is extremely competitive. During the
Medic Mentor session, we learned about a variety of different
techniques on how to become a more successful applicant
such as CV building and the variety of activities one should do,
and specific subjects to choose.
Did you know that only the top 10% of all medical school applicants get in? The staff were extremely helpful and we were
able to ask numerous questions which they happily answered.

What we loved most about Medic Mentor is that it was very
interactive. Last week we also listened to a presentation from
Kent and Medway Medical school and we really liked the fact
that it was very flexible in terms of grade requirements and
how it had numerous facilities to help everyone in their medicine career. Kent and Medway Medical
School offers a first class education and at
the moment our options are open. We
hope all the students in Year 11 to Year 13
engage more in Medic Mentor as these
opportunities are invaluable.
We would love to participate in more of
these online webinars as well as being part of the Medical Society at GGS
Advait Panicker 11H and Harvir Sahota 11C
Who Are Medic Mentors?
Medic Mentor are the national mentoring organisation for
practicing, training and aspiring doctors, dentists and vets.
Medic Mentor offers the largest national leadership development programme for prospective students and the largest
national educational scholarship programme for medical, dental and veterinary students.
There is the opportunity to get involved with virtual work experience programmes, virtual medical society, join their book
club, participate with their awards programme and attend
summer schools
Check out their website for more information - https://
medicmentor.co.uk/

KS4 DEBATE SOCIETY
Throughout the recent months, Debate Society has been up
and running. As we welcome Year 9s into Key Stage 4, it is an
advantage for their learning to debate current situations in
today's society. With the newest technology coming out in
these times, a lot of young people are stuck in gaming and on
their phones, but becoming a part of Debate Society means
you are able to not just talk about subjects freely without
judgement, but research and learn interesting facts we
wouldn't have known otherwise. The picked subjects are debated every week after school on Tuesday, where we have a
set amount of time for researching then we get to debating.
When putting across our statements, the facts we use and
research can further educate our ideas and how we think
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about different subjects in society. This helps to also develop
into the world and have a deeper understanding of why
things happen or why things will happen, and that is important.
Josh McIntosh 10T
'When you come to Debate Society you come to have a good
time, debating with or against your friends and that’s what
makes it so much fun to attend. You never really know what’s
going to happen and it is a good place to help you think fast
or to analyse each point people make and use it against
them.'
Anon 9H
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KEY STAGE 4 MILTON AWARD
This term has seen a great start to the Milton Award with a
huge amount of success stories, brilliant participation and
enthusiasm across the year group.
We have seen a large number of students sign up to be part of
the Combined Cadet Force and Duke of Edinburgh programmes which are integral parts of the Milton Award. Over
the next two years the students who have taken this opportunity will develop lifelong skills. These two components of
the Milton Award show how our students commit to a process
and persevere to reach a goal.
A number of students have taken up the challenge to achieve
the STEMM award which is enriching and prestigious. Whilst
completing the STEMM course the students will embark on a
project which will utilise and stretch their knowledge of the
STEMM subjects (Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths
and Medicine). The students will show self-motivation, perseverance and dedication. This may also lead to national recognition! This is an exciting opportunity for all students to get an
insight into the evergrowing area.
A huge number of year 9 students have participated in and
coached a variety of sports so far this year and have shown
perseverance and dedication. This is an integral component of

the Milton Award and the students' dedication is brilliant to
see. We have two students in year 9 who are currently playing
up a year due to their skill level and their commitment. This is
superb to see.
Rehearsal for the school production of Bugsy Malone is in full
swing and a number of our year 9 students are an integral
part of it. It is a pleasure to see a Drama production back in
our calendar and it is an important component of the Milton
Award.
So far this term we have seen two University Milton Lectures
delivered by staff members. We have covered both "Human
Sacrifice in the Aztec Empire" and "A Divided Berlin". Both of
these lectures have been well attended and the level of interest and academic intrigue has been a pleasure to see. We will
be offering two lectures per term so that students are able to
experience a university lecture and also learn about content
that is outside of their current curriculum.
We cannot wait to see how all of our year 9 students develop
over the next two years whilst completing the Milton Award.
Key Stage 4 Team

PILLARS OF SUCCESS—YEARS 7 AND 8
Another very close competition this term. Well done to those who participated. We are proud of
you because you are demonstrating Gravesend Grammar School’s standards and expectations in all
different manners. To achieve a Pillar of Success merit is not difficult; ask those who have been runners -up or winners previously. Over the holiday reflect positively on your GGS journey so far and in
the new term, every time you do something positive or challenging or kind, remember to record it
on the Pillars of Success page. CONGRATULATIONS TO EVERYONE!

OUR WINNERS ARE:
Year 7—
Anwar Mohammed
Year 8—Tom McManus

RUNNERS UP
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GGS CHRISTMAS CARD 2021

2nd Place: Henry Cherrison 7BS/7FS
Winner: Jesse Bradley 7JLL/7F3

3rd Place: Jaiveer Singh

DECK THE HALL WITH BOUGHS OF ...BAUBLES??

NHS GIFT BAGS
Thank you to everyone who donated something towards
our Harvest collection. We were inundated with toiletries
and chocolate and were able to make up nearly 80 gift
bags. Each bag was colour coordinated to represent our six
houses. The gift tags were written by members of our
handwriting club. Well done to Hill house who, by far, donated the most items.
On 2nd December, we loaded the crates of bags onto the
school minibus, alongside nine crates of books that we no
longer need in the library (thank you to Mrs Weekes) and
delivered them to Darent Valley Hospital. Unfortunately
due to Covid restrictions we couldn’t go inside, but we delivered the crates into the welcoming hands of the WellBeing Department who were extremely grateful.
The hospital will issue a raffle ticket to every member of
staff and the lucky names picked from a hat will win the
bags. The boys that helped delivered the bags were our
KS3 winners and runners up of our Pillars of Success initiative- Vince Bartok, Oliver, Nimi Oguntoyinbo and Dylan
Sangha
EMB
Gravesend Grammar School
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POLITICS AND CULTURAL PHSE
This term, Year 13s had the privilege of a Politics and Cultural PSHE
day outside of the standard lesson timetable. This involved all the
students of the year group where we discussed and debated matters
that applied to us and our generation. The first
part of the day included former Gravesend Grammar School pupil, Elliott Reid, discussing the Black
history and the heritage to educate and inform us.
Elliott is now a successful business owner, an osteopath and the founder of ‘blackhistory.school’,
which provides him with a platform to promote
his passion for educating both the young and older generation on black history. He discussed his
personal experiences from the past, such as the
racial stereotyping that he experienced as a teenElliott Reid
ager when he was asked what ‘gang’ he was from.
What was emphasised to us is the importance of our generation beING properly educated due to the emergence of a multicultural society that many of our parents may not have experienced to such an
extent. By learning the history and the mistakes made by many of our
ancestors, we as a society can get a step closer to educating ourselves
on what still needs to be done today, as unfortunately racism is not
an issue that has fully gone away. Elliott also focussed on the positive
aspects of black history. For example, the African battle tactics and a
unification under ‘blackness’ rather than tribal affiliation that paved
the way for some of the most successful people to emerge, such as
Samuel Sharpe, who was the leader
of the widespread 1831- 1832 Baptist
War slave rebellion in Jamaica. For
this reason he was proclaimed a National Hero of Jamaica in 1975 and
this was symbolised through his image being on the $50.00 banknote.
Elliott really focussed on how, when
learning about history, it shouldn’t
solely be in a negative direction but
to appreciate and celebrate the success of black individuals. After this
first section, we were divided into
smaller groups to debate and share
Sharan Virk ,Lib Dem, former our opinions, as well as ask any quesGGS student, responding to tions. As a group we discussed why
questions from the floor
there is a lack of black representation
within Hollywood and shared our different views on the matter,
which enabled us to challenge our social intelligence and knowledge

acquired throughout the day.
The second half of the day consisted of a mock-up
‘question time’ (in the Hall instead of the House
of Commons) that focused on Gravesham represented by the three main parties. This included
the Conservative Gravesham MP, Adam Holloway
(accompanied by his assistant) , Liberal Democrats Sevenoaks Councillor, Richard Streatfield
MBE (accompanied by Sharan) and Labour
Adam Holloway Gravesham Councillor, Shane Mochrie Cox. All
students had the opportunity
MP
to submit questions to the
guests and a few were selected to be asked by
the students directly to the politicians. Through
this, we could get answers on matters that matter
to us as individuals, both locally and as a generation. I asked all of the panel a question on voting
age, addressing the increase in demand for
providing 16 year olds with
the right to vote in general
elections before asking if this Richard Streatfield
MBE
should be implemented for
UK general elections or not, and why. This gathered a variety of opinions from the panel, with
the Conservative representative asking us students to put our hands up if it's something that
we believe should be introduced (only two hands
raised) before stating stated he was against it,
Shane Mochrie Cox whereas, both Labour and Liberal Democrat representatives were firmly for it.

The author of this article, putting her question to the panel
Personally, I had never had an experience like this and as someone
who wants to pursue a political career in the future, I found it very
rewarding.
Charlotte Gappa 13MP

REACH
This term the REACH student group has been focusing on developing resources for the future, including a quiz to celebrate
Black culture which we plan to do in the new year. I am excited to announce that we will be expanding our student group
next term! Our founding members, Olamide Sodeke and Kofi
Amo-Agyei, will be sharing further information on this to Year
10, 11 and 12 at the beginning of term 3. The REACH staff
group has been reflecting on the staff training from last term
and brainstorming and developing ideas for the next training
session in the spring. We are excited to welcome one of our
school governors, Mr Jason Owen, to the group in the new
term. His experience in inclusion, in particular, will be invaluable to the work we are doing to make our school as inclusive
and representative as possible.
KG

which focus on the intersectionality between race, gender and
culture over the term. We often look at real life issues and
have in depth discussions on our thoughts and opinions regarding how these problems occurred and possible ways we
can resolve these social issues. This term we have had the opportunity to speak to Stuart Lawrence (brother of Stephen
Lawrence) about racism in schools and the need to address
the evident problem. On top of the issue of racism and ethnic
identity he also gave a deep insight into different ways to approach life with a more positive and open view. Along with the
rest of Year 13 we were also able to hear a lecture from Elliot
Reid about the diversity within black cultural heritage and the
prevalence of microaggressions within our society today and
the importance of overcoming them and moving forward as a
society.
Elizabeth Oyedele 13SSC and Rita Bodunrin 13MP

At the REACH society we have touched upon numerous topics
Gravesend Grammar School
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DR JEKYLL AND MR HYDE
On Tuesday 16 November, Year 10 had a special visit when
three actors played out the story of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde.
The actors had a unique artistic style as they had to develop
and adjust according to their characters as they had to play
many parts. There were also elements of a musical: there was
a single man band which played the songs for the dances live
and the actors danced as if it were a musical.

of duality). This means
that when we move on
to study the story, we
have a basic understanding of it and
therefore can move on
to some of the more
complex ideas of the
book more quickly.

th

I feel that the performance was outstanding, and I could see
that the actors really
enjoyed the show. As
I watched the play, I
saw the story unfold
and mystery after
mystery become apparent then solved
and the show’s twist
really made the play the use of twins to show the duality of the story was a simply
astonishing idea. The lighting and sound really sold the experience of the play. Throughout there was a variety of different
lighting used which set the tone and mode throughout the
performance. As the play was centred around mystery, there
was a lot of dark lighting, including purple and blue, used and
during intense moments the lighting
brightened to change
the mood once again.
Sound was also used
greatly to build the
suspense of the play
with a variety of volumes and sound
effects used to add to
Guitar
Keyboards
the overall mood of
the performance. An
amazing part of the play was that some of the sound effects
were made live by the single man band!
Throughout the play there were many costume changes. This
led to a more exciting and realistic performance due to the
different characters being played by the same actor. The costumes were unique, allowing us to identify each individual
character and making for an overall cleaner and more identifiable play. The unique style of play meant that all costume
changes were done on stage; as little as possible was changed
but each changed item had to make aLanguages
big difference. Another
technique which allowed the actors to get away with minimal
costume changes was their amazing acting skills - being able
to play separate characters completely differently, through
things such as body posture and dialogue.

Following the performance, the actors hosted a Q&A in which students asked questions on the performance and how the actors prepared for their physically demanding roles. After this a
workshop was hosted by the actors which involved two teams
of three where two people (sculptors) began trying to sculpt
the character of Mr Hyde through words and a single person
(the clay) had to take on the appearance of the adjectives
used to describe Mr Hyde. Overall, this performance was
great, and I hope that another event like this happens in the
future.
Kai Shrosbree Arias 10F

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
At the start of the
performance, the
actors
sang
a
Christmas
Carol
which was a really
nice introduction
and it also set the
mood really well.
In the novella there
was a phrase,
“You’ll keep your Christmas by losing your situation.” Some
people may have not understood what that meant but luckily
in the performance, the actors changed “situation” to “job” to
make it easier for people to understand. The storyline was
very well told and
the
characters’
appearance was
almost perfectly
Geography
matched with the
descriptions
in
Geography
the book.
The props in the
performance
were also amazing. The things in
Scrooge’s house
were laid out really well and the actors knew where everything was which made the play run very smoothly with no
improvisations. Overall, in my opinion, this recreation of a
Christmas Carol couldn’t be any better. It was that good!

The whole play was well thought out and I know that all the
students enjoyed it. The play of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde gave us
an introduction into the book which we will be studying after
Christmas. It gave us an overview of the plot of the novel and Samuel Jackson 8CC
anLanguages
insight into some of the themes of the novel (eg the sense
Gravesend Grammar School
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IS IT WORTH IT? – KENT POLICE
On 10th November, all KS3 pupils took part in the Kent Police 'Is it worth it?' show held in the school Hall.
The interactive performance highlighted some of the key areas
affecting young people in Kent.
The Kent Police and Crime Commissioner is aware that over
the last couple of years, young people’s screen time has increased dramatically, and that it has never been more important to protect young people online.
The purpose of the ‘Is It Worth It?’ school tour is to deliver key
messages regarding online safety; covering topics such as sexting, cyber-bullying, gaming, and social media. The tour is educational, interactive, and engaging; with there being a singer
performing as part of the tour performance, as well as games
to be played.
This was one pupil's reaction to the show:
"Today we learnt about online safety and about how we
should be wary about what we see and post on the internet,
with a key question; is it worth it?”
Khaleel Kehinde 8Q

GRAVESHAM YOUTH CLIMATE CONFERENCE
On Wednesday 10th November a number of boys took part in
the Gravesham Youth Climate Conference held at the Civic
Centre in Gravesend. The event was in partnership with the
Gravesham Youth Council, and the students were asked to put
forward their views on tackling climate change and offer ideas
on how to combat this on a local and national scale.
Local government officers, counsellors and politicians, attended to share their plans for Gravesham and listened to the pupils’ views on how Gravesham could reduce carbon emissions
to help inform new council policy to reduce the emissions.
At the end of the session as a group, a communique summarising the discussions was written and presented to the Government.

aspects such as nuclear energy, where there was disagreement.
Much more progress was made on the front of suggesting solutions to local climate matters. It seems Gravesham council is
making a fair attempt to better the local climate. However, it
was discovered that they do not collect business recycling
waste and have a long way to go with improving transport. I
urge them to focus on this. I also urge the readers to prioritise
environmental policy when electing representatives and national leaders, should you wish to maintain the ecosystems
upon which we rely.
Noah Aqlan 10S
On Wednesday 10th of November three students attended a
conference in the Gravesham community centre. We discussed
the best possible ways to tackle issues relating to climate
change at a local level.
We later learnt about Eco schools and their importance in preserving the environment. I think it's excellent that NGOs are
making these possible. Furthermore, I think it is beneficial for
every school in the UK to get involved with this scheme so children will understand the importance of the environment and
how humans impact it.
The Climate Change Conference that I attended made me realise that we only have one Earth and we don't have a Plan B
after the mass destruction we are causing. Time is limited and
we must act now on a local, as well as international, level. This
is why I encourage everyone to do their part to help the environment; this can be as simple as planting trees in your garden.
I personally think that these climate change conferences
should happen more regularly as more young people should
get involved and take part in reaching net zero and living a
sustainable life.
Advait Panicker 11H

MATHS CHALLENGE
EMAILS!

The following are two pupils’ critiques of the event:
We were introduced to recent developments in environmental
law being made and recent international conferences, including COP26. We then proceeded to put forward ideas on what
should be focused on by world nations. There was overall consensus in the group to identify threats posed to us
by climate change and the contributors to the crisis. There
were, however, few economically feasible solutions to be
found. There was seeming inability to compromise on some
Gravesend Grammar School

Seven
people
(Adam, Bill, Chris,
Daisy, Elaine, Fay
and Tom) communicate with each
other
through
email.
Last week, each of
them sent an email
to three other people. It so happened that none of them received an email from the person to which they sent one.
Adam sent emails to Chris, Elaine and Tom
Chris sent an email to Elaine
Daisy sent emails to Chris and Fay
Elaine sent an email to Day.
Based on this information, can you complete the list above to
show who received an email from whom?
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THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT TIME
On Thursday December 2nd, Drama students (and some English students too) had the fantastic opportunity to go and see
‘The Curious Incident of the Dog In The Night Time’ at Wembley’s Troubadour Theatre. Once inside the theatre, the
groups took their seats two rows from the front and waited
for the two hour show to begin. The mystery, (written by
British author Mark Haddon in 2003 and first performed as a
show in 2013) starts off with the main character, 15 year old
Christopher Boone (who has Asperger’s Syndrome), unexpectedly finding a dead dog in the neighbour’s garden. Christopher
falls under suspicion for killing the dog which leads him into an
investigation about what really happened and subsequently
unearthing secrets about his own family too. During the story,
Boone has to overcome his own barriers in life to find the
truth. Despite this, he still even manages to get an A* in his
Maths A Level, bearing in mind he was only 15 years old! In
my opinion I thought the actor playing the main character was
extremely good and he was able to portray the behavioural
problems and range of emotions that the main character has.
In addition, I thought it was also refreshing that there was a
hearing impaired actress playing an important role. This shows
how theatres are becoming more inclusive and it shines a light
on how anyone, no matter what is affecting you in your life,
can be a performer or anything else. Furthermore, I think that
the stage design was very clever with the use of LED boxes,
hidden doors and props, and compartments within the stage
set. Finally, the lights and sound effects supplied by the technicians were superb. After the end of the performance the
main character came out to solve a maths problem with the
audience (from his A Level maths paper) which I thought was
very cool and added a unique twist. After the spectacular performance, the GGS boys then headed back to the coach and
arrived back at school just before 11:45pm. Overall, the show
was an amazing adaptation of the award winning novel. There
was a great atmosphere too and it is something that I won’t
forget for a long time. Prior to seeing this show, I had not read
the book; however, the play was very easy to follow and after
seeing it, it encouraged me to go and buy the book to read!
Jack Woodiwiss 10T
On 2nd December, students from Year 9 and 10 were given the
opportunity to travel to The Troubadour Theatre in London to

watch a production on the Curious Incident of the Dog in the
Night Time. The production lasted around two hours and was
simply spectacular!
The acting was outstanding as was the choreography and the
use of physical theatre techniques.
Our school had the front row seats, which allowed us to see
the action very closely. We could also view the stage in detail.
The main actor had the role of a 15 year old boy with Autism
who found everyday life and situations challenging. The way in
which he portrayed this boy was brilliant. At certain points of
the play, you could see the main actor sweating from the
amount of effort he put into the production. All of the other
actors were very talented and they brought a very intense and
vivid show for the audience. They used multi-rolling and other
interesting methods. I was intrigued throughout the whole
production and didn’t lose my attention at any point. In addition, the stage was used very well by the actors. Secret compartments were hidden in the walls, holding extra props used
in the performance, which you wouldn’t expect to be there at
first. There were a variety of actors in the play and they
worked as an ensemble effectively. The show was very inclusive and we were all impressed by the actor who played the
mum. She was hearing impaired and used her signing at certain points in the play to emphasise her emotions. It was so
effective. One of the other actors we all recognised from television. They are gender fluid and play male and female roles
equally well. The actor did a really good job in being able to
help the boy, much like a parent caring for their child. All of
the actors played their roles perfectly, there were no mistakes
in any part of the performance. They put on one of the best
theatre productions I have seen in my time at the school, and I
would highly recommend it.
Jake Dillen 10T

DRAMA
It has been a pleasure observing how our KS3 students have been able to build their confidence and further develop performance skills again in Drama. With different adaptations we have had to put in place, we have especially noticed the maturity of our students in such a practical subject, as they have faced the ever changing restrictions.
Both year 7 and 8 students have had opportunities to develop new skills, including lighting and designing scenes for performances as well as performing different roles.
Year 7 have focussed on Panto rehearsals and Year 8 have been working on a short script entitled ‘Bloody Heroes’.
AMJ
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VISIT OF STUART LAWRENCE
On 2nd November, Stuart Lawrence,
brother
of
Stephen Lawrence, visited
our school to
talk
about
the pressing
issues of racism and other forms of discriminations. As someone who is
not originally from England, I found the talk from him inspiring. During our Philosophy and Politics course (Philosophy and
Institutional Racism), we covered thoroughly the case of Stephen Lawrence. Personally I gained a deeper insight on how
salient this topic is. The case of Stephen Lawrence has made
me express my own thoughts to my peers and has allowed an
open discussion on the topic of racism. Furthermore, the
teacher's assistance gave us further awareness and this boost-

ed our knowledge. The lecture consisted of Stuart Lawrence’s
day to day struggles dealing with racism and how he is and will
do more to help those suffering from mental health related
problems due to racism. I had the opportunity to ask questions: one question was: 'Do you think society's views have
changed since the death of your brother?' I realised how little
people talk about racism. I believe that most of the audience
were able to relate to Stuart Lawrence and this gave them the
confidence to talk later to their family/friends/teachers about
racism they experienced. During Philosophy and Politics, we
get to debate topics not normally discussed. Moving forward, I
think it would be beneficial for the school to be involved in
more webinars and talks from people who have experienced
racism firsthand (or other discrimination) as we can learn
much from these inspiring people as well as give us a better
understanding.
Advait Panicker 11H

HOKUSAI ART TRIP
Thursday 16 December saw a selection of pupils from all year
groups who attend Art and Manga Club or are doing GCSE and
A Level Art travelled to the British Museum and the Forbidden
Planet comic megastore in London. Hokusai was one of the
most influential Japanese artists of the 19th century and inventor of the ‘Manga’ – small books of woodblock prints of human, mythological and animal characters that evolved over
time into the Japanese manga and anime today.

Gravesend Grammar School

The British Museum recently purchased a rediscovered collection of 103 illustrations Hokusai drew by hand for a book that
was never printed and is exhibiting this priceless treasure
trove along with his iconic ‘Great Wave’ until January. We
visited that special exhibition and other areas at the British
Museum, and also the Forbidden Planet comic book and manga megastore, close to the Museum, so the pupils could explore the best of modern manga and comic design. HJH
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MOVEMBER
As we got closer and closer to our Movember 2021 NonUniform Day, it seemed more and more likely that we
would need to cover our moustaches up and the world
would be denied the beauty that our Team GGS mo-bros
had created. Fortunately our final event for Movember
2021 went off safely and without a hitch and once again
our kind and generous students, families and staff outdid
themselves with their donations.
2021 has been another enormously successful Movember for Gravesend Grammar School. Teacher participation was at an all-time high, thanks mainly to the competitive nature of the PE Dept. Student and teacher mobros raised over £850 for the cause and students and
families donated more than I ever thought they could.
Our final fundraising total for 2021 is £2491. This places
Team GGS as the 17th ranked school nationally in the
Movember UK Schools Challenge. A fantastic result to
make the top 20 for the second year running in a competition involving nearly 500 school teams from across the
country. This money will be used by the Movember charity to fund projects and research around men's health
issues, including research and awareness programmes
focusing on issues such as testicular
cancer, prostate cancer and mental
health issues.
The Movember charity was born in
Melbourne, Australia in 2003. A group
of friends asked two vital questions:
Where had all the moustaches gone
and how could they use the mo to
Mr Papworth—
raise money for charity. That first year
Moustache of the Year!
involved thirty 'mo-bros' and was so
popular that in 2004 the friends formed a registered
company, began linking themselves to men's health
charity and began spreading the word of the mo! 2006
saw the charity spread to New Zealand and by 2007
there were moustaches sprouting all over the world.
Since those early days more than six million mo-bros and
mo-sistas have raised well over £500 000 000 for men's
health research and associated charities. 1250 vital
men’s health projects have been funded by the Movember organisation since those heady days of 2003.

Gravesend Grammar School signed up with the Movember charity in 2009. Since then we have organised staff
moustache competitions each year, held assemblies during Movember that discuss the charity and men's health
issues, invited in guest speakers from the Movember
organisation, taught Movember themed lessons in PSHE
and held non-uniform days to raise money for the charity. Since that first Movember at Gravesend Grammar
School twelve years ago, staff and students have raised
over £20000 for Movember.
The ‘Moustache of the Year’ competition
was more popular and more closely contested than for many years. Voting was
neck and neck, or lip and lip, and there
was not much to separate the top three
Joe Akehurst
moustaches. There can however be only
12ACM sports
one winner for 2021: Mr Terry Papworth.
his Movember
For the second time, 6th Form students
moustache
were also invited to participate. The
‘Student Movember’ trophy is awarded for a combination of moustache growing prowess and fundraising
efforts. The 2021 ‘Student Movember’ winner is Joe Akehurst. I hope that in 2022 we see even more senior students participating in this wonderful GGS fundraising
tradition; go mo!
Sadly, Movember 2021 is now over; top lips have been
re-exposed to the elements, razors returned to washbasins and the world seems a poorer yet smoother place
for it. 2021 has been another moustache extravaganza at
Gravesend Grammar School, my hope is that this will
explode into even greater levels of participation
(perhaps even some more brave 6th Formers) for Movember 2022.
Thank you!
JCM
PS:
It’s not too late to donate. Use the QR
code below to make an online donation to
the Team GGS Movember fundraising
page. Every little bit helps!

THE COMMUNITY CUPBOARD
Mince pies donated by parents of Year 7 for our School Carol Service, which was unfortunately cancelled due to Covid, were donated to The Community Cupboard: they were delighted with our
offerings, including the reindeer!
The Community Cupboard provide food and grocery support to those who are unable to temporarily provide for themselves and can be contacted at: The Garage, Gamecock Meadow, London Rd,
West Kingsdown TN15 6BZ Tel: 07526 823122
Our picture shows Mrs Ashton handing over the donated mince pies

Gravesend Grammar School
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH
Term 2 Update
New Bronze DofE (Year 9)
This term, we recruited 32 Year 9 Bronze DofE participants. Afterschool training sessions have recently begun, and they have been
busy planning their activities for the Physical, Skills and Volunteering
sections. Here are some examples:
•Physical: football, rugby, hockey, tennis, swimming and running
•Skills: military history, playing a guitar, learning to code and learning
to cook
•Volunteering: tutoring siblings or friends, helping in a local charity
shop and helping site managers at school.
The participants will be taking part in the activities over the next few
months, at the same time they will be undertaking training for their
Practice (April/May 2022) and Qualifying (June 2022) expeditions.
Silver DofE (Year 12)
During the first week of October half term, the Year 12 Silver DofE
cohort completed their Practice and Qualifying Expeditions. It was an
intense week – far more than usual – because they only had a day’s
break between the two expeditions (usually, there would be a few
months’ break).
Both expeditions took place in Ashdown Forest, and the autumnal
weather was evident. It was windy and very wet throughout the
week (except the last day, when it was sunny and dry!), but despite

the weather both groups did very well. They demonstrated good
navigation skills in a
brand-new
environment, and they were
able to adapt to the
adverse weather conditions and did their
best to stay warm and
dry.
My thanks to Miss
Couves, Mr Foster, Mr
Humphrey and Mrs
McLean for their support over the week.
New Silver DofE (Year 10)
Recruitment for Year 10 Silver DofE will take place in Term 3.
New Gold DofE (Year 12)
Recruitment for Year 12 Gold DofE will take place in Term 3.
KKP

CCF
Senior cadets have been enhancing their theoretical knowledge this term and in some cases earning promotion to the next rank. They have also been delivering sessions on a range of topics to our new cadets. Our
new intake have been showing great promise already and any have acted as the senior cadet for a parade
night, taking control and giving all the orders. We hope that some will soon be able to take part in the many
camps and courses offered by the Royal Navy but are obviously aware that these plans may unfortunately be
subject to last minute change.
We were pleased and proud to be able to send a small group of cadets to represent the school at the Pause
to Remember service on 11th November. CNW

On 1st November, I was one of the lucky group of CCF Cadets who
were able to travel to the Historic Chatham dockyard, which was an
enriching experience.
During the day we had guided tours on the submarine, HMS Ocelot
(which is an espionage vessel that launched in 1962 to assist the
allies in the cold war), HMS Cavalier (a WW2 ship that was originally
estimated to have 18 months life span, but is still standing to this
day) and HMS Gannet (a ship built on the River Medway in 1878,
that was designed to patrol the oceans of the world). We were all
privileged enough to explore these feats of human engineering guided by our lovely tour guide, Sandra. After exploring the ships and
submarine, we travelled to the ropery (that is still functioning to this
day since 1618), where we were able to make some of our own rope,
and where we were also talked to about different types of rope that
can be made, eg rope made from coconut fibres, which can interestingly float on water. The ropery has been open since 1618, and
has been making rope for ships, but has more recently expanded
Gravesend Grammar School

selling to other businesses like gym or play areas etc.
Then, after lunch, we proceeded to make our rockets and fire them
at a aircraft carrier printout (we based these miniature missile/
rockets off of the heat seeking kind found on the HMS Cavalier). To
end our day, we ventured into the gallery where we viewed miniature ship models that were scaled impressively exactly to the original
ship. A piece in this gallery that I found quite fascinating was on the
camouflage seen on ships like the HMS Severn, consisting of blue and
green colours, to restrict the ability of the enemy to predict the orientation distance of the ship, having similar effects to a zebra
pattern.
And that concluded our trip to the historic chatham dockyard that we
were extremely grateful for, and would not have been possible without the organisation and supervision of the senior CCF team Mr Foster, Mrs Warner, Mr Poon and Mr Jesson.
Finley Hampson-Pugh 9S
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH
As part of his Duke of Edinburgh Skills section, we can look forward to a termly article by Theo Li from the History Department.

Gravesend Grammar History Department’s
Newsletter—by Theo Li
Notable Figure - John Edward Bassant MC

First Anglo-Afghan War : A Warning

John Edward Bassant MC was a student at GGS prior to the outbreak of
the Second World War. Following
Remembrance Day let’s learn his
story, so very close to home.

John was born on the 28th of November 1921 in Gravesend, and
joined ‘The County School for
Boys’ - now Gravesend Grammar
School—in 1932. At the time the
School was located on Darnley
Road, but moved to its current premises on Milton Road in
1938. Whilst studying at GGS he was in Downs house and
played in the 1st XV Rugby team, and was awarded Full
Colours.
John left GGS in 1938 and started working at the Commercial Bank of Australia. At the outbreak of war he enlisted in
the Royal Artillery, 2nd Field Regiment as a lieutenant and
was posted to the Indian Army in 1942 when war was declared against the Empire of Japan. In 1944 his regiment
was sent to fight in the Burma Campaign against the Japanese Army pushing West and threatening the British Raj.
One of the biggest killers in the Eastern Theatre was disease due to the humidity of the Pacific climate.
John would die of cerebral malaria in Rangoon on 14th
June 1945 at the age of 23 - a month prior he had been
awarded the military cross (MC) for his dedication to duty.
He is buried in the Rangoon War Cemetery in Myanmar.
John is just one of many old boys who can be remembered
at ourfallen.gravesendgrammar.com

As a region, the valleys and cliffs of Afghanistan
and the Hindu Kush have always been a focal point
of Central Asian politics and history - and not much
has changed. In the mid 1800’s - an era of industrialisation, expansion and colonialism - Britannia
turned her anxious gaze to the East, as the Tsardom
of Russia under Nicholas I began to spread his influence across the steppes of Central Asia.

The main fear of the British government during this
time, dubbed ‘The Great Game’, was that Russia
was preparing to invade India; the most vital colony
under British administration. Their worries were
irritational, however they would spark the First Anglo-Afghan War, in which British forces from India
marched into Afghanistan in July of 1839 to support
their ally Shah Shujah (of the Durrani Dynasty),
who had been challenged by the pro-Russia Dost
Muhammad. Although initially the British had the
upper hand, the native Pashtuns rose up in a jihadist
revolt and forced them out, and annihilated some
16,000 British nationals of the 17,000 that had fled
Kabul at the Massacre of Gandawak in 1842.
After such a crippling defeat, the British pulled out
in a similar fashion to the retreat from Kabul, in
2021: a logistically inept nightmare. This would not
be the last time redcoats marched into Kabul, as
Britain would return to Afghanistan in the Second
and Third Anglo-Afghan Wars - and, of course, in
2014 - in all of which the British were defeated.
Heed the warnings of the past!

‘Remnants of an Army’
By Elizabeth Thompson, depicting a rider bringing word of the
defeat of General Elphinstone in Afghanistan - painted 1879.
Gravesend Grammar School
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GGS SPORT
SENIOR RUGBY
1st XV Top Kent Merit League and finish 2021
in style under lights
The Senior Rugby squad have continued to go from strength to
strength this Term and have put together a string of impressive performances against some of the best schoolboy teams
in the County and South East. After the disappointment of a
narrow (19-22) defeat away at Eastbourne College in the National Bowl Regional Final, the 1st XV went on to wins against
Cranbrook (38-7), Rochester Maths (24-0) and Chislehurst &
Sidcup GS (27-5) (our first victory against C&S for over 20
years). After our first block fixture loss of the season to
Dartford GS and a number of unavailable players, the annual
floodlit fixture on 15th December saw a very young (6 Year 11
students) team take a 15-3 win against Kings Rochester, with a
vociferous crowd of more than 500 cheering the Red White
and Green on to victory and leaving our students with some
fantastic memories.
The whole squad has been a credit to the school.
Onwards!
PJF

loss
to
Chislehurst
and
Sidcup
Grammar
School.
The students
have
been
relentless
in
their preparation for each
game and their
attitude. They
have
shown
incredible resilience through this season and will continue to
do so after Christmas. They have an exciting three years ahead
of them and have shown the attitude that we have come to
expect in our sports programme. This enthusiasm and work
ethic will serve them well moving forward into the Senior
squads next year.
BS

RUGBY ROUNDUP

YEAR 10 RUGBY
The Year 10 Squad continue to work hard and have maintained good numbers to their morning strength and conditioning sessions and training. The second term has been mixed in
terms of results, however the boys’ effort has not wavered.
Their commitment to working hard and bettering themselves
as people and rugby players has been evident throughout this
term.
Returning from the break with wins against Cranbrook and
Kingsdale School was an excellent start. Cancellation from
opposition two weeks on the bounce meant that momentum
could have been halted. However, he boys kept training on
both Saturday mornings, with a full training morning on 20th
November to prepare for the remaining games. During this
morning the boys had a meeting where they spoke about what
they wanted for the coming weeks. They then had a strength

With the majority of the season completed, I felt that this was
a good time to reflect on what has been a very successful time
for GGS rugby, as a programme we have played 83 games,
winning 46, drawing 5 and losing 36. Which is vastly improving
on previous years. Our senior squad made it to the regional
final in the national bowl, losing narrowly by 3 points to a very
established Eastbourne college. Our Year 10s lost in the
3rd round of the national vase and our Year 9s lost in Round 5
of the national cup by a single try. What this shows is that the
improvement by all our teams is amazing and It won’t be long
before these narrow loses turn into big wins for Gravesend
Grammar School rugby. There have also been some outstanding performances across the board. Our 1st have lost twice all
season, beating Chislehurst and Sidcup for the first time in 18
seasons, and last week beating Kings Rochester 15:3 in front of
over 400 hundred people at Gravesend rugby club will be a
memory that our students will never forget. Our Year 8 squad
have gone from strength to strength with numbers at training
and matches regularly being above 30, which is so important
for their progression next year. We also got to experience
what a fantastic cohort our Year 7s are, with their first ever
fixture against Ashford and Kings Rochester resulting in wins
for all teams. What has been the most impressive part of this
season has been the students themselves, the culture, energy
and enthusiasm they have all shown is what has pushed the
GGS rugby programme to the next level. Four games remain
after Christmas, here’s hoping for more success for Gravesend
Grammar School.

and conditioning session, followed by a training session with Mr Papworth
some help from one of our 1st XV players. This catapulted the Head of Rugby Development
boys to three weeks of excellent performances against very
tough opposition. Coming away with one win from the three
games was an amazing effort, finishing with a narrow 19-17
Gravesend Grammar School
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BASKETBALL
GGS Basketball Academy Term 2 Update
Jumping straight back into action after the
October break, this term has seen games come
thick and fast for each of the Academy teams.
Our student-athletes are developing their
skills, tactical awareness and game experience at a rapid rate
and continuing to impress with their unwavering commitment
to training and the programme’s culture. We’ve expanded the
Academy further this term with the addition of the U14 Development team and have rolled out our brand new Academy
playing kits for all age groups. We also have a number of exciting new developments on the way next term as we continue
to see the basketball provision at GGS go from strength to
strength.

taking place every Saturday morning. The team has already
played a basketball festival at GGS this term and will be playing a number of other friendly fixtures and tournaments
throughout Terms 3 and 4. If you are currently in Year 9 and
are keen to get involved with the U14 Development Programme, please get in touch with Mr Tong who will be happy
to provide further information.
U16 Academy Continues Growth
The U16 Academy has grown exponentially since its inception
in September. The team has now played eight fixtures and the

players have been incredibly dedicated to the training schedule, which has been evident in their personal development.
Each of the student-athletes have become more confident on
the court and their love for the game grows each day. Coming
up next term the U16s will host two invitational tournaments,
play their final two group cup games and also compete in the
district championships.
Senior 2nd Team Get Season Underway
Since September, the Senior 2nd Team has been bolstered by
new members and is now in full operation, training every
week. Miss Stevens, who joined GGS this year with a wealth of
basketball experience, has taken the reins as the 2nd Team
coach and the team has now played its first two games against
Farringtons School and Maidstone Grammar School. Term 2
will see further games on the 2nd Team’s schedule as they
look for their first win as a group.

GGS Basketball Academy Launches New U14 Programme
This term GGS Basketball Academy launched the brand new
U14 Development Programme for students in Year 9 who are
keen to develop their skills and take their first step on the The Senior 2nd Team functions as the Basketball Academy’s
school’s basketball performance pathway. We currently have entry level and recreational basketball squad. This team openover 20 enthusiastic student-athletes involved, with sessions ly accepts new players throughout the year regardless of expeGravesend Grammar School
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rience, so if you are currently in Sixth Form and are keen to Friday 26th November
start your journey with the Basketball Academy, please speak GGS 1st Team beat Dartford Grammar School 65-25
to Mr Tong who will be keen to get you on board.
The next Kent League game was played against local side
Dartford Grammar at GGS. The team got off to a flying start
Senior 1st Team Update
with their smooth transition play, highly effective early offence
The Senior 1st Team have now reached the halfway mark in and unguardable pick and roll game. GGS caused chaos in the
their season, bagging an impressive 9-7 record against a tough first half with their disruptive defensive efforts and scored
schedule of quality opponents. Amongst those opponents in- efficiently at the rim throughout the game. In the end, Gravescludes some of the region’s most reputable schools that GGS end’s multi-level scoring proved to be too much for Dartford
are now playing for the first time ever. The team currently sits as we came away with the home win.
at the top of the North-East Kent Conference with an unbeaten 4-0 record in league play and will begin their cup campaign Wednesday 1st December
in January with a trip to Simon Langton Grammar School.
GGS 1st Team lose to Whitgift School 68-62
Back to exhibition play, GGS welcomed the reputable Whitgift
Term 2 Results
School for a closely contested matchup that saw both sides
Friday 5th November
battle it out all game long. Gravesend got off to a hot start
GGS 1st Team beat St Bede’s School 74-19
with an outstanding first quarter performance, but Whitgift
Term 2 kicked-off with an exhibition game against St Bede’s soon found their form which made for an entertaining contest.
School on the road. The team looked unified in their victory, The game came right down to the wire in the last few minutes,
with all players contributing significantly on the offensive end, but it was Whitgift who came out on top as the final buzzer
linking together for an overall outstanding scoring output. St sounded.
Bede’s struggled to beat the aggressive full-court press that
has become a staple of the GGS defensive system this year, Friday 3rd December
which fuelled fastbreak opportunities throughout the game GGS 1st Team lose to The American School in London 81-29
for GGS.
The next LBA game was against League favourites ASL, one of
the strongest international schools around this year. GGS comWednesday 10th Novemberpeted hard in every minute of the game, with their immense
GGS 1st Team beat The Kings School 70-40
team chemistry and cohesion evident throughout. Extra effort
Back to league action, GGS hosted The Kings School for their plays helped to contain ASL’s offensive firepower, and GGS’s
second Kent League game of the season. The game was tight great ball movement and team-first shot creation fuelled some
throughout the first half as Kings’ size and zone defence lim- impressive baskets. This game proved to be another valuable
ited GGS’ scoring. Once again, Gravesend’s defensive perfor- learning experience for the 1st Team which will elevate their
mance caused Kings a number of issues and prevented them level of play for future fixtures.
from finding their scoring rhythm. The second half saw GGS
come out hot on the offensive end, shooting the ball well and Wednesday 8th December
creating some phenomenal scoring in transition.
GGS 1st Team beat Maidstone Grammar School 70-36
Term 2 was rounded off with an impressive home victory
Friday 12th November
against Maidstone Grammar School. Despite a number of key
GGS 1st Team lose to City & Islington College 56-50
players missing with further injury troubles, GGS rallied toA tough LBA away trip in London proved to be a great learning gether with all players contributing valuable minutes and scorexperience for the team as they came away with a narrow ing output. Gravesend’s fierce defensive playing style caused
defeat to City & Islington College, despite missing some key issues for Maidstone all game long and their unwavering
players due to injury. GGS started the game strong and speed in transition meant GGS found early scoring looks
adapted well to Islington’s combination defences, but some throughout all 4 quarters.
excellent pick and roll play from the home team alongside
their athletic presence made it tough to defend. It was a nailGGS Basketball Academy is proud to be
biter in the final quarter which just swung Islington’s way with
sponsored by The Bridge Group, an ina couple of clutch possessions in the final minutes of play.
dustry leader in security and facility
management services. Their generous
Friday 19th November- GGS 1st Team lose to TASIS 62-37
support allows the Basketball Academy
The team was hit hard with injuries and illnesses again this
to offer it’s student-athletes top-quality
week but still made the trip to Surrey to face TASIS, one of the
provisions every day. To find out more
top international schools in the UK. GGS battled throughout
about The Bridge Group and their fantasand strung together some impressive scoring spells in the sec- tic array of services, please visit their website at https://
ond half, but TASIS proved to be too much for Gravesend. We www.thebridgegroup.uk.com/.
look forward to hosting TASIS again in March as we prepare
for the rematch with a revitalised squad.
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FOOTBALL
The 1st XI Football team have
battled
hard
throughout the
season
and
picked up some
tremendous wins
and
frustrating
draws across the
course of the acaNathan Fialho (Y13) on the turn
demic year. Great
wins against Langley Park GS and Hayes School have left the
boys in a strong position in the North Kent Premier League. A
stand-out 11-0 win over Christ the King College, including a 4goal haul for Nathan Fialho (Y13), has been a real highlight of
an excellent season in which the boys have shown a fantastic
attitude on the pitch as well as ever improving technical skills.
Led by the ever
willing Alex Pollard and Ollie
Gardner (Y13)
and supported
by a talented
crop of emerging Year 12 talents, the boys
continue
to
grow
as
a
Jed Haggar (Y13) celebrating his quality finish against squad and will
Hayes School as the Gs went on to win 2-0
continue
to
compete to a
high standard within the North Kent Premier League.
PJC/AMD

12RJW, George Wise 13RMT and David Allen 12CNW, who
swam Backstroke, Breaststroke, Butterfly and Freestyle respectively. As they were swimming in the Year 11-Year 13 age
group, we are looking forward to next year already!
JLW

VOLLEYBALL
Maxime in England Squad
Congratulations to Maxime Carolan (9T) who has been selected in the England Volleyball U16 (U18) Training Squad. Training twice a week currently at the facility in Dartford, Maxime
will be captaining the Dartford team at the Grand Prix Tournament in January 2022. Maxime represents the South East of
England and trained with them monthly, as well as recently
being selected as part of the beach volleyball programme.
Maxime is aiming to be selected for the upcoming all Nations
Cup in Italy in early 2022. All the best with your future endeavours Maxime from all at GGS!
PJF
Alex Neat takes up role as Official GGS Student Sports
Photographer
Well done to Alex Neat (Y13) who has taken on the role as
the Official GGS Student Sports Photographer this year and
done a marvellous job. Alex has an incredible eye for detail
and has worked really hard to put together some outstanding
snapshots of GGS Senior Sport. Alex has his own photography
website https://alexneat.co.uk/ but here you can see a number of his brilliant images - Alex will be working with students
in Y12 to further develop this role and pass on his expertise.
PJF

SWIMMING

On Saturday 20th November, the English School Swimming
Association held its annual Secondary Team Championships at
the London Aquatics Centre. As reported in last term's newsletter, the GGS Senior Team qualified for the Medley Relay in
what is an extremely tough competition.
Despite being up against teams who train together regularly in
their own 50m school pools, our boys swam incredibly well
coming in 18th place, which is an amazing performance.
Congratulations to Daniel Oliver 11F, Anthony Morgan
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TERM DATES FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2021—2022
TERM 1:

TERM 2:
TERM 3:
TERM 4:
TERM 5:

TERM 6:

Wednesday, 1st September—Staff INSET Day
Start: Thursday, 2nd September
Finish: Friday, 15th October
Start: Monday, 1st November
Finish: Tuesday, 21st December
Start: Wednesday, 5th January 2022
Finish: Friday, 11th February
Start: Monday, 21st February
Finish: Friday, 1st April
Start: Tuesday, 19th April
Finish: Friday, 27th May
Start: Monday, 6th June
Finish: Thursday, 21st July

NB: Note change to
the end of Term 6 2022
to take account of the
additional Bank Holiday for the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee celebrations

TERM DATES FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2022—2023
TERM 1:

TERM 2:
TERM 3:

TERM 4:
TERM 5:
TERM 6:

Friday, 2nd September—Staff INSET Day
Start: Monday, 5th September
Finish: Friday, 21st October
Start: Monday, 7th November
Finish: Tuesday, 20th December
Start: Tuesday, 3rd January 2023
Finish: Friday, 10th February
Start: Monday, 20th February
Finish: Friday, 31st March
Start: Monday, 17th April
Finish: Friday, 26th May
Start: Monday, 5th June
Finish: Friday, 21st July

250 CLUB
November winners are:
1st prize - number 23 - £203.50 - member since 2018, no previous wins
2nd prize - number 213 - £111.00 - member since 2017, no previous wins
3rd prize - number 185 - £55.50 - member since 2019, no previous wins
Contribution to the school - £370.00
May I take this opportunity to wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy new year 2022! Stay safe and well and thank
you, as always, for supporting the school.
Barbara Dumaisnil
250 Club Coordinator

MATHS CHALLENGE SOLUTION
EMAILS
Adam sent emails to Chris, Elaine and Tom
Bill sent emails to Adam, Daisy and Fay
Chris sent emails to Bill, Elaine and Tom
Daisy sent emails to Adam, Chris and Fay
Elaine sent emails to Bill, Daisy and Fay
Fay sent emails to Adam, Chris and Tom
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