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“BUILDING BACK BETTER!”
It has been an absolute pleasure to return to school this September feeling so much more like normal with the trials of the
last 18 months seemingly behind us. The students are no longer in bubbles and masks and group work has been replaced
with increased ventilation and rapid testing. Coronavirus has
not gone away and we have had positive tests in all year
groups but the change in the guidance from the Government
has meant that students who have been in close contact do
not have to isolate which, in turn, means that disruption has
been kept to a minimum.
Over the summer, students received their GCSE and A-level
results that were based on teacher assessments. As a school,

Some of our A*/A achievers
we were very conscious that integrity was the name of the
game and that results needed to be robust and accurate and
reflect the ability of our students. Our results were broadly in
line with previous cohorts and this has given most of our students access to the 6th form, university and apprenticeship
places of their choice. We hope that students will take examinations this year and we are doing everything we can to plug
any gaps that may have been created through the lockdowns.
We ran a very successful summer school for our new Year 7
cohort with many
of our teachers
coming into school
in the last week of
the summer holidays to deliver a
range of activities
including Science,
Maths,
English,
Mr Moaby with
Computing,
Lan- Our GCSE students celeHarvey Thomson
guages, Geography,
brate their success
who gained 4 A*
Music, PE, Art and
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Drama. This was very well received by the students with 190
taking up the opportunity. What we have seen is a much
more settled start to the school year and we may well adopt
this model goOur new car park
ing forward.
under
construction
The
building
works continue
to dominate our
landscape. At
the time of
writing the contractor
has
made considerable progress
with the new
car park and we are hopeful that this will be handed back to
the school before the start of Term 2 and we will then be able
to plough ahead with the new teaching block and canteen.
I am delighted to welcome Inka Omoniyi to the school. Inka is
an expert in mental health and has agreed to help us out this
year in creating strategy and resources to support students
and staff with their mental health before she moves on to a
PhD in Educational Psychology. All schools will require a mental health lead in the future and the work we are doing this
year will mean that we are ahead of the game.
I have been overwhelmed by the resolve of the staff to bring
back better extracurricular activities, trips and visits. Our rugby
teams are performing well and have won 80% of games, whilst
the basketball academy have only lost one fixture. We are
also running fixtures in football and next term, hockey. Our
swimming team has already had its first competition. For the
first time in the school's history we have played fixtures in
netball and the girls’ commitment to set this up has been
overwhelming. For results and performances, please see the
GGS Sports section of this newsletter. Already, the Geography
Department has been out doing field work, there is a ski trip
planned, an expedition to Vietnam, a walking trip, a rugby
tour, outdoor pursuits trips as well as bringing back our enrichment week. The Drama Department will be producing the musical ‘Bugsy Malone’, the Music Department has a number of
showcases planned and the Art Department has already had
their first open exhibition.
MDM
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STAFF NEWS
CONGRATULATIONS to Mr Bruce who got
married over the summer holiday.

CONGRATULATIONS to Mr Jesson and his partner
on the birth of their daughter and to Mrs Klus and
her husband on the birth of their son over the summer holiday.

At the beginning of term, we welcomed Ms Inka Omoniyi as Mental Health Lead. We said goodbye and thank you to Mrs Erwood and Mrs Russell, Lunchtime Supervisors who left us over the summer holiday. Ms Kermode starts her maternity leave
and we look forward to seeing her back in the future.

MESSAGE FROM THE FINANCE OFFICE

SECOND HAND UNIFORM

We would like to remind all parents that the school’s preferred method of payment for all trips/activities/sundries is
online via www.ParentPay.com. If you require your login details, please contact the Finance Office:
osbornej@gravesendgrammar.com or
mchalen@gravesendgrammar.com

Due to severe lack of storage space, we cannot unfortunately
take donations of surplus or outgrown uniform in school at the
moment. We are, however, happy to accept school ties from
any House.

STUDENT ABSENCE

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CANTEEN STAFF who

If your son or daughter is absent from school, please telephone or email before 8.30 am so that we have an accurate
figure for the number of students at the start of the day.

have, once again, been awarded a 5 rating in the recent Food
Hygiene inspection of our Canteen facilities.

CORONAVIRUS
We are very fortunate in that the number of Covid cases in
school has been relatively low this term but it has been rising
slowly. We hope that the half-term holiday will slow transmission in the community. Please continue to upload your test
results to TestRegister via the link in the email reminder that

you receive. It is recommended that testing is done twice a
week—we suggest on a Sunday and a Wednesday. If you run
out of tests, please collect another box from Reception or
email humphreysh@gravesendgrammar.com.

How to stop coronavirus (COVID-19) spreading: there are things you
can do to help reduce the risk of you and anyone you live with
getting ill with coronavirus (COVID-19):
● wash your hands with soap and water or use hand sanitiser regularly throughout the day
● cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your
hands) when you cough or sneeze
● put used tissues in the bin immediately and wash your hands afterwards

● meet people outside and avoid crowded areas
● open doors and windows to let in fresh air if meeting people inside
● wear a face covering if aged 11 and over when it's hard to stay
away from other people – particularly indoors or in crowded places
● participate in twice weekly LFD testing following national guidelines (recommended for 11 years and over).
We encourage you to log your results on TestRegister and at https://
www.gov.uk/log-test-site-covid19-results

HEAD STUDENT REPORT
Welcome back! On behalf of everyone at GGS, I am very glad to have
school-life as we know it truly back up and running. The closing week
of this term will see us proudly welcome the parents of prospective
GGS students with the running of ‘Open Mornings’. We hope to give
an insightful look into what it means to be a member of our community and some of the values we hold dear.
The Head Student Team has made promising headway already – the
school has seen the introduction of the first ever Careers Prefects. We
aim to improve the access pupils throughout the school have to careers related information, so that when it is time for them to choose
their path, they are ready and confident. Therefore, in the forthcoming months, students should expect to see videos based around a
range of job roles, as well as the opportunity to participate in an interview workshop which will be particularly important to our Year 13s,
who could soon be attending interviews with top universities and
apprenticeships.
Our extracurricular activities have begun to boom once again; Mr
Tong is delivering stellar results with the School basketball team. We
all remain in support of the football and rugby teams as they strive to
reach new heights with the new extension of the Sanderson gym,
which has made state of the art equipment available to our athletes.
Gravesend Grammar School

As the school aims to maintain its excellent academic performance,
the Head Student Team has worked with the senior leadership to once
again set up the traditional subject mentoring programme. After halfterm, this will see Sixth Form students collaborate with subject departments to be present during lessons taught lower down the school
and revision clinics. The success of this idea is witnessed every year in
the mutual benefits it brings to those who consolidate their own
knowledge via mentoring, and younger pupils that have greater access
to knowledge and experience.
I firmly believe that the Head Student Team has the capability to manage this significant period in the school’s history as we constantly seek
to better our facilities, environment and quality of learning. It is encouraging to feel the optimism around the school as we welcome
those new to GGS life for their first term, and work to ready our senior
students on to the next stages. Finally, I would like to extend a massive thank you to all of our students and staff for continuing to focus
on making this year promising for all.
Sach Thandi
Head Student
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CAREERS NEWS
A new academic
year
has
brought some
new developments in the
Careers Department. The Medical Society has
continued to go
from strength to strength and as Covid restrictions have eased
we have been able to re-launch the Law Society and the Engineering Society as well as launch a new Business & Finance
Society. These career-focused societies are designed to be
student led and a forum for them to explore aspects of the
career field of interest. Activities vary week to week and include: student led research presentations, discussion and debate of topical issues, guidance on university and apprenticeship applications, visiting speakers and more. Students can
also take on roles of responsibility in the running of the society
including Chair/Vice Chair, Secretary, Publicity, Website management, and ambassadors to younger students. I look forward to seeing the societies develop and sharing more in future newsletters.
Year 13 are actively working on their UCAS applications with many preparing
for early deadline courses
at Oxford and Cambridge

universities as well as Medicine and Veterinary Science. Individual and group guidance has been available for students to
support their preparations and I anticipate that we will see
another successful round of offers as the season progresses.
Alongside these preparations for university, we will be running
workshops for apprentices after half-term focusing on key
elements to support their applications too. CVs, LinkedIn, Psychometric testing and Interview preparation sessions will be
covered in depth with many of these delivered by external
specialists.
One area that continues to come
up in interviews with students is
how to get work experience. Virtual placements are still available
through the Springpod and
Speakers4Schools websites and
offer a great way to build experience to enhance a CV or university application. Many of these
are flexible to fit around other commitments. If a student from
Year 11, 12 or 13 would like to arrange an “in-person” work
placement independently in the school holidays they are welcome to do so. Year 10 will have a formal work experience
week in the summer, details of which will be launched after
half term.
Jenny Douse
Careers
(dousej@gravesendgrammar.com )

MEDICAL SOCIETY
If you are interested in finding out more about
Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary or other Allied
Health Professions then contact Mrs MacMahon to join the Medical Society Google Classroom macmahonp@gravesendgrammar.com.
After a very successful results day where we saw six of our
students achieve their places at Medical School, it is now time
to focus on our current
aspiring medics.
Year 13
Over the summer our Year
13 members have been
continuing with their volunteering, wider reading
and important preparation
for
admissions
tests. A number have
Mrs MacMahon with some of our
successfully taken the
successful students
UCAT and some are now
preparing for the BMAT
in November.
Personal statements are now in their last stages, ready to be
submitted through UCAS by 15th October deadline date.
We will then turn our attention to preparing applicants for
potential interviews.
Good Luck to all!
Gravesend Grammar School

Year 12
It was great to see so many new members join the Medical
Society. At our first meeting, the group decided upon lead
roles they felt were important for the running of the Society. Interested members are now preparing to present at our
next meeting and the group will elect who they feel would be
most suited to each role.
It is great to be meeting again as a mixed group of Year 12 and
Year 13 students. The sharing of knowledge, research and
words of wisdom and advice from the students slightly ahead
in the application process is hugely valuable.
We will be joined next term by St George’s Medical School
who will be running a MMI Work shop (Mini Multiple Interview workshop) and also by Kent & Medway Medical School
who will present about their new medical school.
Mrs MacMahon

PARENT GOVERNOR ELECTIONS
Further to previous correspondence regarding the election of
Parent Governors, we are pleased to announce that Mr Alex
Cave has been elected.
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SUMMER SCHOOL
With coronavirus presenting a number of challenges to education and
transition, it also provided one of the
greatest opportunities for our students, Summer School. Summer
School was less about ‘catch-up’ and
more about well-being with sessions
based on gaining new experiences
and creating new relationships with
their future peers and classmates.
During the week of summer school
Crowned King of
the friendships built and the experiSummer School, Mr Cutting!
ences the students gained were invaluable to their transition into the GGS community.
Throughout the summer school, the new Y7 students had the
opportunity to gain a number of new experiences designed at
helping them with well-being and making the transition from
Y6 to Y7 all bit easier. In English, the students worked on
writing an autobiography of themselves and their experiences, hobbies and interests to share with their tutors and classmates. In Drama, the students explored the story of Robin
Hood and worked in a team to develop props, lighting and
costumes for their performances later in the summer school
week. In Science, the students discovered experiments into
how to test household materials to see if they contain different materials and chemicals. In Computing, they learnt about
how to access the school network and improved their abili-

Keyboards

Guitar

ties to use PowerPoint to create engaging and interesting
presentations based upon themselves and their passions,
which they shared with their classmates. In Languages, the
students explored country fact files and cultural corner online
sources for French, German and Spanish-speaking countries,
including destinations such as Spain, Mexico, Cuba, Peru,
Austria, Germany, France and Guadeloupe. They then used
this information to present their findings in teams with
awards for outstanding work. n Maths, students built upon
their previous knowledge to explore Platonic solids and even
built their own. In Music, students dived into the world of
Brazilian samba drumming, learning about rhythm and honing teamwork abilities to create a whole samba band during
the week.
All of these incredible experiences challenged the pupils'
thinking but even more than that, challenged the students to
meet new friends and settle those nerves of moving into a
new school. The whole experience of Summer School was an
exceptionally enriching experience of the students and staff
alike. The success of Summer School was no more evident
than when watching the students leave from the day and
telling their parents that they had to wait as they were exchanging phone numbers with their new friends. This showed
how far these students had come and how well they had embedded themselves into the GGS community event before
the school year had started.
CC

Maths

Drums

Geography
Geography

Science
Science

Languages
Languages

Languages
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KEY STAGE 4 MILTON AWARD
As a Key Stage 4 Team, we are delighted to have launched the Milton Award at Gravesend Grammar School. It will provide a
wealth of opportunities to our students in Year 9 and a great chance for us to appreciate and celebrate the achievements of
our students. The students will be recognised for their achievements both in and out of school. Over the next two years, all
students currently in Year 9 will be able to achieve a Half Milton, Full Milton and for the student that stands out above all else,
a Milton Scholarship. This is a very exciting prospect and we are sure that our students will rise to the challenge! EJR

PILLARS OF SUCCESS—YEARS 7 AND 8

Our runners up for Term 1 are:
Year 7: Nathan Sams 7K, Oliver Carroll 7L, Nimi Oguntoyinbo 7M, Justin Chenu 7N, Fynn Wiltshire 7P and Aiden Sinclair 7Q
Year 8: Owen Weaver 8K, Riley Taylor 8L, Dylan Sangha 8M, Stanley Holyoake 8N, Patrick Chenu 8O and Henry Bains 8Q

AND OUR WINNERS ARE:
YEAR 8
and never give up. I would like to congratulate the winner of the
Year 7 Award—well done for your achievement!
Vince Bartok 8BPS

YEAR 7

I never thought I was going to have
to write this article. What I mean
by that is I never thought I would
actually win the Pillars of Success.
It's a huge accomplishment which
took belief, hard work, respect,
friendship and exploration.
When my teacher announced to
the class that I was the winner of
Term 1 Year 8, I was so proud of
myself because I didn't expect to
win.
But thinking about it, what pushed
me is the inspiration from a book
I'm reading. This book is called How
to Become a Champion. The book
so inspired me that I was determined to show these pillars even
more .
Gravesend Grammar School

Examples are that I picked up litter
in order for our school to have a
cleaner environment; I built better
relationships with my teachers,
which is really important; I made
sure that if there was work that
was hard, I kept pushing myself
because it's important to show
resilience. It’s hard to believe but
it is not as easy as it looks to win
this award. You need a lot of patience as it took me three terms to
actually win it. The two terms I
tried, I came runner up—which is
still big achievement but winning it
felt amazing! I feel as though I have
achieved a huge milestone.
Looking towards the future my
advice is that always try your best

Oliver A 7O
I was shocked but extremely proud to hear that I have
been chosen to receive the pillar of success award for
Year 7. I’ve really enjoyed the first term at Gravesend and
believe that this has helped me achieve this recognition. I
feel that lots of other people have also tried really hard
this term and if I can do it, they can too.
My parents were overjoyed to hear my news and are
pleased that I am doing well and to know that I’m trying
hard to set a good example. They hope it continues
throughout my time and Gravesend Grammar School.
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IS SCHOOL REALLY OUT FOR SUMMER……..?

Modern filing system

New board celebrating
long serving members of
staff donated by Graham
Ralph, former Chair of
GGS Governors

New IT hub
New streamlined
chairs for the hall

New car park

Gravesend Grammar School
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Having a good
clear out!

Repairs to the roof

New improved
larger gym

New learning
hub

Before

After

And last, but certainly not least, the start of our long awaited building works (planned completion December 2022)

Gravesend Grammar School
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YEAR 13 GEOGRAPHY TRIP
Members of the Geography Department were thrilled to be able to
take our Year 13 A Level students out earlier this term to complete
two fieldwork investigation days. These were designed to support the
students with their preparations for the NEA component of the
course.
It was an early start for us all on Day One
and poor weather (the traditional heavy
rain we might anticipate on a fieldwork
day) looked like it might be set in for the
day! Even so, we left the school site in
good spirits and arrived in slightly improving conditions, spending a day beside the
sea at Rye Bay, investigating coastal processes and beginning to identify whether
the coastal management in place is having the intended impact. All the students
worked really well in their teams, practicing
using a range of data collection
techniques such as groyne surveys
and constructing beach profiles, to
assess their effect on longshore drift and beach accretion. As
the sun finally came out in the
afternoon, we were able to visit
Camber Sands and discussed the
process of bioconstruction and the
impact that visitors have had on
sand dune formation. The day
ended with a look at some
of the newest coastal defences on
the Kent coast at Broomhill Sands,
where a wave wall and rip-rap

imported from Norway protect over 14000 homes on the Romney
Marsh from coastal flooding.
Our second data collection day saw the students visiting Chatham
Maritime and the River Medway Waterfront to explore the type and
impact of regeneration in the area.
The party looked at older residential areas in Gillingham to consider
the impact that the closure of Chatham Docks had in the 1980s, and
assessed the quality of life for residents today and the impacts of
deprivation. This was used
as a gauging point to
then consider a variety of
ways in which the area had
been improved through
changing purpose and land
use such as the impact of
the Universities at Medway,
the Dockside Retail Outlet
and contrasting new residential areas such as St
Mary's Island and Chatham
Waters. Through the afternoon student groups worked independently to survey the residential
areas and ask local people their opinions on regeneration in the area.
At the end of the day our groups tried out some far more creative
analysis techniques such as 'Urban Drifting', to improve our understanding of how the urban environment might be perceived. Everyone also enjoyed the opportunity to have a 'plush lunch' at an eatery
of choice, rather than relying on sandwiches. It was another very
successful day and the groups learnt a great deal from the experience. We look forward to the work they will complete on their Independent Investigations.

CN

CCF
Combined Cadet Force (RN) has been very pleased to welcome the
Royal Navy Youth Team in September to run some archery sessions
for the cadets over two parade nights.
Cadets were given detailed safety briefings about the range and then
had the opportunity to fire arrows
at the targets. A competitive element was introduced with the
highest scorers in each team progressing through to a final round.
Prizes were presented by the Youth
Team to the winners.
Alongside this, on the second
week, cadets were given a challenge to get a piece of equipment
from one side of a river to the other without entering the river themselves or getting the equipment
wet. They had a series of poles, lengths of rope and some other items
to help them. Cadets had to
work together to come up
with a clear plan and then
put it into place.
One of the senior cadets has
been putting the cadets
through their paces with a
session on Royal Navy drill,
teaching them how to dress
(form up in straight lines)
Gravesend Grammar School

and march, whilst keeping their arms and legs coordinated.
Our new recruits have recently been issued with their uniform so are
now looking forward to learning how to polish shoes and iron shirts!
CNW
On Monday 27th September, the cadets of CCF participated in a session of archery with Warrant Officers from the CCF (RN), who taught
the basics of what is entailed in
archery. This included how to use a
bow and its risks involved such as
how dangerous the arrows can be if
shot at someone(!). Also, we
learned what a range is and where
you should point a bow to keep you
and your peers safe. During the
session, many had fun and many more enjoyed an activity that is outside their comfort zone. This also taught us the basic commands there
are in an archery range and also on how to collect and arrows that
were shot or dropped on the ground. Finally, near the end of the session, two cadets enjoyed a fun competition with a prize in the end.
Nitish Singireddy Yr 11
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ART EXHIBITION
On Tuesday 28th September we held our first exhibition in
nearly two years. We had a fantastic turnout of staff, students
and parents, with some fantastic music to accompany us, performed by the very talented students from the Music Department.
We, as staff, have missed being able to exhibit work most of
all during the pandemic - we have had some fantastic work
being produced which has only been seen by the students
themselves and the Art Department staff - so it was really exciting to finally be able to hold an exhibition of some of the
work students have produced over the past year. Whilst exams didn’t happen in the traditional sense, our students still
had to produce final pieces as part of their assessment and
more importantly, to feel they were able to bring all their ideas and hard work to a conclusion. We had some really
thoughtful and personal work from our past cohort of GCSE
and A-Level students, many of whom chose to focus on their
experiences of the pandemic as a starting point for their work.
Many students found a way to include news events of the past
year, such as the Black Lives Matter protests and the events
they saw on the news from Palestine. Art has always been a
way for people to communicate their thoughts, feelings,
hopes and fears, alongside being able to enjoy the process of
making and being creative to distract us from the everyday things we have all needed, our students included, more than
ever after recent events. It was a joy to be able to finally welcome students and parents, along with staff, to celebrate the
achievements of our students. So many who came commented not just on the art displayed but on how lovely it was to be
able to visit school again and interact with staff - we certainly
welcomed the opportunity and it will be the first of many this
year.
At the end of Term 2 we will launch
our ‘Art at GGS Gallery’ website,
which will feature work from past
exhibitions but also current work
from all year groups. Students will
be notified via a sticker and a postcard home if their work has been
chosen for the gallery and a QR
code, featured on the image here,
will take them to the gallery to view
the work. We hope that students
will be as excited as we are to see
their work featured. Please take the opportunity to view the
site when it goes live with work on Friday 15th October.
GREEN TEAM
In late spring, I found myself in the situation of having far too
many courgette and pumpkin plants for my garden at home to
contain, so I set about de-weeding the small veg patch in the
School Quad to plant them in. I enlisted a few students from
Year 7 and 8, who got stuck in, digging over the patch and
finding lots of wildlife such as newts and frogs along the way.
We didn’t stop there, with donations from members of staff of
tomato plants, seeds and herbs, we filled the containers and a
flower bed. Each week, come rain or shine (mostly rain!) we
have been out in the Quad on a Tuesday lunchtime, weeding,
digging and working on growing the veg. The students have
Gravesend Grammar School

eaten home grown tomatoes straight from the plants (no pesticides here!) and have been amazed at the number and the
size of the pumpkins we have grown. We have rescued frogs
from water butts and witnessed the circle of life both in the
pond and with the opportunistic Kestrels eyeing up the odd
slow moving pigeon...we are looking forward to planting two
DofE roses which will arrive soon and planting some winter
veg and spring bulbs. Most of all, it’s been a chance to see
food grown from seed all the way to vegetable and spend
some time outdoors, which has been brilliant for our mental
health. We’re looking forward to making lots of spiced pumpkin soup in Term 2, and of course eating it!
If anyone does have anything they would like to donate to the
Green Team and our work in the Quad, please get in touch we are happy to have seeds or any cuttings or seedlings you
have spare - just email Ms Sims at
simsa@gravesendgrammar.com or drop anything into Reception.

Summer School
In Art, students worked with a range of media and techniques
using found items from the school grounds - we created Cyanotypes using light sensitive paper and items such as leaves and
feathers and created collagraphs, prints made by collaging
paper shapes in layers and adding ink to print them. All the
sessions were very hands-on and practical and it was a wonderful opportunity to get the boys working together, but also
getting to know them as teachers over the course of the week
was a real bonus. It was a great week and the Art Department
thoroughly enjoyed it.
AJS
See pictures of our exhibition on the next page

MATHS CHALLENGE
TRIANGLES AND SQUARES
Your task is to fit the numbers 1 to 9 into the mini triangles so
that the sum of the squares of the numbers along each side of
the larger triangle is equal.
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PICTURES FROM AN EXHIBITION

DEBATE SOCIETY
Debate Society meets after school on a Tuesday in the Library.
This is available for students in both KS3 and KS4.
Currently we have team captains from Year 9 and 10 who have
begun the year leading a debate as to whether ‘Gun laws
should be changed in the UK’.
Later this term we intend to debate:
‘Is the cross-breeding of animals morally right?’ and ‘Was
Brexit a good idea?’.
Gravesend Grammar School

Our debates are becoming increasingly well-structured and
demonstrate the excellent awareness that our students have
of current affairs and politics.
We will be deciding the topics for Term 2 in our first session of
the Term on 2nd November.
All are welcome to attend. Contact Miss Chapman for more
information chapmans@gravesendgrammar.com.
SSC
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH
As part of his Duke of Edinburgh Skills section, we can look forward to a termly article by Theo Li from the History Department.

Gravesend Grammar History Department’s
Newsletter—by Theo Li
Notable Figure - ’Mad’ Jack Churchill
John Churchill was a Lieutenant Colonel in the British Army during the Second World War. His eccentricity - a
characteristic of many in the British officer class - inspired
his use of a Scottish broadsword, bow and arrows, and bagpipes during his career in the military. At Dunkirk, his
longbow was tragically lost to an Allied van (a great loss to
the British war effort), but he came back with renewed
spirit during a British raid in
Nazi-occupied Norway, leading the charge with his bagpipes and lobbing a grenade to
signal the attack. Churchill’s
honour was wounded in Operation Husky (the 1943 Allied
invasion of Italy) when he lost
a hand-to-hand duel against a
German soldier. In a 1944 raid
in Yugoslavia he was captured
and sent to a POW sector of Sachsenhausen concentration
camp, where he was imprisoned along with other suspected
relatives and look-a-likes of PM Winston Churchill. They
were transferred to
Tyrol in northern
Italy where he
escaped and
walked 150km to
Verona and rendezvoused with an
American Armoured division.
A true relic of British eccentricity from a bygone era of
chivalric, blindly-brave commanders.

Notable Event - Death of William the
Conqueror
On 9th September, 1087, William of Normandy
went out with a bang in Rouen, France. The demise
of this famed figure followed a terrible fall from his
horse, and an ageing, overweight William became
gravely ill and died not long after. Oderic Vitalis, an
English chronicler, reiterated King William’s supposed “Final Confession” in his ‘Gesta Regum Anglorum’ , in which William repents for the
‘Harrying of the North’. The Harrying of the North
was a violent and bloody campaign ordered by the
King, which aimed to subjugate the Northern counties of England in the Winter 1069 and 70. Some
contemporary sources refer to this as a genocide,
however its severity is disputed. Oderic quotes William: “In mad fury I descended on the English of the
north like a raging lion, and ordered that their
homes and crops with all their equipment and furnishings should be burnt at once and their great
flocks and herds of sheep and cattle slaughtered
everywhere.” The credibility of such a quote must
be questioned, as Oderic would’ve resented William
for the Harrying with a passion. Oderic also reported that the French King’s riches were looted by his
family on his death bed, leaving him virtually naked. He was then taken to Caen for a funerary ceremony, however the monastery supposedly set on
fire, and his bloated body was hurriedly shoved into
a wooden sarcophagus. His corpse promptly exploded and was apparently abandoned to burn in true

Viking fashion as his Norse ancestors did.

In Recent Archaeology - Golf Course Coffin
A 4,000 year old log coffin was found in a golf course pond in Lincolnshire. This Bronze Age man would have been an important local
figure; buried alongside him was a wooden-handled axe. The wooden
vessel was reported to have been submerged “in a deep layer of silt
that aided its preservation.” Right: Ian Panter examines the Bronze
Age coffin.
Gravesend Grammar School
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH
The DofE: Term 1 Update
Bronze DofE (Year 10 and Year 11)
The Year 10
Bronze DofE cohort completed
their Qualifying
Expedition on 18
-19 September,
after
a
few
months’ delay.
The weather was
on the expedition groups’ side.
After a brief
training walk with their assessors, the groups were left to execute their planned journeys. During their journeys, they collected evidence (photographic or otherwise) for their project
work. Several groups elected to do their project work on the A
to Z of the countryside…they were doing well until they
reached the tricky letters – namely, Q, X and Z. They somehow
managed, although they were tenuous at best!
On the other
hand,
the
weather was not
so kind to the
Year 11 Bronze
DofE
cohort.
Their Qualifying
Expedition on 23 October was
wet and windy
(which is easily
an understatement). Despite the atrocious weather, they were not fazed by
it and all expedition groups demonstrated their resilience
throughout the weekend. They pushed on with their journeys
on Sunday and all passed.
It was a fantastic feeling for both students and adult volunteers being able to go out and about again after such a long
hiatus. Well done to all students involved and my thanks to
Miss Couves, Mr Foster, Mr Humphrey, Mrs McLean, Mr
Standen and Mr Townsend for giving up their time and making
the expedition weekends possible.
Silver DofE (Year 12)
The Year 12 Silver DofE cohort will be completing their Practice and Qualifying Expeditions during the first week of October half term. They will be doing both expeditions in Ashdown
Forest, once again a location that we have not been to for a
while.
A report and photos to follow in the next edition of the newsletter.
Gold DofE (ex-Year 13)
Over the summer, four former Year 13 students (Karam Bains,
Olly Fox de Klerk, Ben Hope and Will Smith) completed their
Gold Practice and Qualifying Expeditions in Peak District and
Dartmoor respectively.
Here are two students’ accounts:
Gravesend Grammar School

Karam Bains:
My Gold DofE experience has been one of
uncertainty and dedication. This Gold DofE
experience
started
very much like my previous Bronze and Silver
Duke of Edinburgh’s
Awards – however,
with the arrival of
coronavirus much uncertainty was added to the Gold Award and whether we would
be able to complete it anyway. This brought many extra challenges to the Award such as being able to start and complete
activities as well as when the expeditions would take place
adding challenges to unexpected times.
I set off in my Gold DofE experience with making sure to start
and therefore complete my sections as soon as possible in
order allow more preparation time for expeditions as well as
reduce how much of my activities would be during lockdowns.
After completing these sections, there was much uncertainty
with regard to the dates for our expeditions, these were later
arranged for July and August of 2021. Our Practice Expedition
was based in the Peak District and proved to be quite physically challenging due to the poor weather as well as the steep
inclines and terrain in which we were walking. This practice
expedition was vital for our Qualifying Expedition as it gave us
many things to learn such as what we could go without packing, what would be the best foods to take as well as how to
filter our own water.
Our Qualifying Expedition was located on Dartmoor and although the weather was far better, navigation was something
that was more difficult. Luckily, we managed to not get lost
and stuck to our route throughout the four days. Overall,
these expeditions were by far the most difficult parts of the
Gold DofE award in my opinion. However, they were also the
most useful due to the many life skills that they taught me.
The expeditions required a lot of teamwork as with a great
team working together the expedition becomes far easier, and
most importantly perseverance, as there were many points in
the expeditions where I felt as if I could not carry on any further. With determination and perseverance, I pushed myself
to the limit in order to complete the expedition. The experience of all of these Awards would not have been possible if it
were not for the hard work of Mr Poon and his DofE team and
they really encouraged me in completing and receiving these
great achievements and learning lessons that will assist me for
the rest of my life.
Olly Fox de Klerk:
It’s safe to say we had an eventful Gold DofE, from getting lost
to being chased by bulls, it was certainly not an easy ride. To
begin with there were 11 students from GGS planning to do
the two expeditions. However due to covid and other person-
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH continued
al circumstances by the time the practice expedition came
about there were only four of us left: Ben Hope, Will Smith,
Karam Bains and I. Now before I explain to you what happened I think I should caveat it with the fact that despite what
you’re about to hear DofE has been an excellent experience
and I would recommend anyone who wants a challenge to
give it a go! This is me talking and not Mr Poon adding it in at a
later stage!
So, to the practice expedition. These were three days characterised by heavy rain, poor routes and animals. As ever we
started by making a good impression, getting lost on the first
day of walking straight away, heading directly up a peak rather
than a gradual climb around it, but this wouldn’t be the greatest problem of the day. About 4km from the finish the heavens opened, the four of us only having time to put our coats
on and not waterproof trousers. Thankfully, the instructors
took pity on us and picked us up in the minibus 1km from the
finish although by this point the damage was done, we were
drenched, and our feet looked like something out of a sci-fi
movie! We started the next day with our waterproof trousers
on and in still wet boots. However the day went well apart
from the route. It had been designed by one of the students
who had dropped out (I won’t name and shame) and included
dropping 200m off our path just to climb straight back up,
much to the annoyance of all four of us, especially given we
weren’t allowed to change the route. Like the previous day,
the heavens again opened and we got soaked, although this
time there was no waiting minibus; nevertheless we finished
in reasonable spirits.
The final day though crushed these spirits. It started well until
we reached the first big hill of two we had to climb. We found
our footpath locked and had to climb straight up the peak
through 5ft high bracken. When we reached the top it was
blowing a gale and raining, and we had to walk through this
misery for two hours. When we reached the bottom we ate
lunch and were greeted by the instructors who declined our
suggestion to change the route. So, up the second hill we
went, reaching the bottom in good time to discover our footpath was closed, meaning we had to go around adding 3km to
our already long day. The last few kilometres are where the
day got worse! Entering the same fields in which our campsite
was sited, we needed to turn right on our footpath however in
our way were 20 young bullocks. Now is also an appropriate
point to mention that our bag covers were red. As we got closer they stood up, then started pawing at the ground, and then
started walking towards us. At this point we decided we weren’t getting to our footpath so went straight on into the next
field. Ben managed to jump the gate. However the bulls then
started to run towards us, leaving Karam, Will and I no option
but to jump a barbed-wire fence. From here we managed to
navigate our way back to our campsite at which point we were
told off for crossing private land—a perfectly valid telling off
although it wasn’t well-received given we’d just had the day
from hell, walking 25km, instead of the planned 20km, in nine
long hours.
Unlike in the Peak District where at the campsite there had
been a toilet block and running water, in Dartmoor, we would
be wild camping. This meant no toilets and having to drink
Gravesend Grammar School

chlorinated water. We arrived in Princetown with enough time
to go for a practice walk on the moor, which went well until
we had to cross back over some stepping stones, at which
point I slipped and fell in the water, completely soaking one of
the two pairs of trousers I brought to walk in and filling my
boots up with water. Apart from this initial problem though,
and despite Dartmoor supposedly being the harder expedition, the qualifying expedition went without much problem
compared to the practice. This was in part due to lovely
weather and using routes that
we had designed
ourselves.
There were only a
couple of real
events of note.
One came on the
first day, where
at our campsite
we were surrounded by cows
outside our tents which, given our PTSD from the incident with
the bullocks, was not a fun experience. The other was on the
third day, which was our longest at 22km taking eight hours to
complete, although 40 mins of this were spent at the public
toilets. We set up camp on the third day next to Nun’s Cross
Farm House which is supposedly haunted. Now, this was fine
until we discovered after our expedition that someone had
died near where we camped only a couple of days before our
expedition!
But
other than this the
expedition went
well, even the pub
dinner afterwards
was amazing with
the mixed grill
that I had consisting of chips, a
lamb shank, chicken breast, pork
steak, beefsteak and a sausage—the perfect meal after spending four days of eating DofE food. A word of advice on DofE
food though, don’t do what we did and have the same thing
every day. Porridge with chlorinated water is fine on the first
day but will make you want to throw up by the fourth!
Thankfully though after all this we did all pass the expedition
and we are now one step closer to obtaining our Gold DofE.
This wouldn’t have been possible without the work of the volunteers at MOAC, all the staff who help with DofE in school
and most importantly Mr Poon. He has been helping and motivating us through DofE since Year 9, putting up with us the
whole time, despite how annoying we can sometimes be,
something I’m sure he will happily confirm!
KKP
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GGS SPORT
BASKETBALL
Welcome Back!
The 2021/22 academic year promises
to be another huge year for basketball
at GGS!
The Basketball Academy is now in full
operation, with 50 student-athletes
playing across the three teams. The
Senior 1st Team is set for an exciting season as they seek to
prove themselves as serious opposition in the Kent and London leagues. The 14-man roster is stacked full of talent and is
working hard every day in the pursuit of excellence. The Senior 2nd Team is now up and running, with a further 15 student
-athletes training weekly and competing against other schools
in their exhibition schedule. We’re also incredibly excited to
have launched our brand new U16 Development programme
this year, with 21 student-athletes selected from Years 9, 10
and 11. They will all be training several times each week and
playing regular cup games, exhibition games and invitational
tournaments throughout the year as they prepare for the next
step in their basketball journey.
In addition to the Basketball Academy, we will also be offering
plenty of recreational basketball opportunities for students in
Years 7-10 later this year to help them develop their confidence and have plenty of fun playing the sport. On top of this,
we are excited to be running a number of basketball camps
throughout the various school holidays this year, which will be
fantastic for students with a love for basketball and the desire
to hone their skills in preparation to play at a higher level. All
information about these opportunities will be shared with
students via tutors in due course.
JAT
Senior 1st Team Summer Camp 2021
Preparations began early for the Basketball Academy’s Senior
1st Team this year as the squad enjoyed a 2-day pre-season
camp during the summer break. The student-athletes took to
the court for six hours of practice each day, along with a number of team building activities and athlete-development sessions. This was an amazing experience for the students and
the first time that basketball has been able to offer a residential camp at the school. The preparation time has certainly had
a huge impact on the team’s successful start to the season and
we look forward to running something similar again next year.
The students would like to say a big thank you to Mr Stanley,
who took time out of his break to deliver a mobility session to
the players, and Mr Poon, who kindly assisted with camping
arrangements for the evening stay. Also a big thank you to one
of the coaching team, Mr Fotheringham, who cooked the
team barbeque on Tuesday evening.
Senior 1st Team Captain, Daniel Ogunbambo, commented
“We started our pre-season campaign at Summer Camp,
which spanned two days and helped us implement a lot of our
offensive and defensive systems for the season. We ended the
first day with a barbeque and team-building games which
were very enjoyable. The next morning we returned to training at full intensity. Overall the camp was hugely productive
Gravesend Grammar School

for the team from both a chemistry and
performance standpoint”.
Senior Basketball Academy Results
Wednesday 8th September—GGS 1st
Team beat Farringtons School 74-22
The season opener was a fantastic game
for the Senior 1st Team as they took the
win against Farringtons School. The
team’s disruptive defensive playing
style set the tone for the game, and
some outstanding shooting performances helped seal a solid
victory at home.
Friday 17th September—GGS 1st Team beat Sevenoaks
School 60-22
The Senior 1st Team’s first away trip of the season was a successful one, securing a convincing win against Sevenoaks
School. Fastbreak opportunities were a significant factor in the
win, along with some nice
half court offensive execution against their man-toman defence.
Friday 24th SeptemberGGS 1st Team beat The
John Fisher School 50-40
A big date in the diary for
players and coaching staff
alike, the rematch against
The John Fisher School was
hotly anticipated. A gritty game which required great toughness, the team were able to seal the win at home.
Friday 1st October—GGS 1st Team beat Northfleet Technology College 54-44
The Senior 1st Team’s first Kent Sixth Form League game of
the season was against no other than local rival Northfleet
Technology College. The week’s preparation for the game was
immense, with the team super-focused in practice to ensure
that they could execute the game plan come tip-off time. The
matchup was evenly contested throughout the entirety of the
game, with GGS coming back from a half-time deficit to win
despite NTC’s full-court pressure and threatening 3-point play.
Wednesday 6th October—GGS 1st Team lose to Cranbrook
School 55-40
With two Captains out of action with injuries following the
previous week’s matchup with NTC, the team knew that the
away trip to Cranbrook would be challenging. Unfortunately
Cranbrook came out on top, but this was a huge learning experience for the team and one which we’re sure will make
them better for the rest of the season.
GGS Basketball Academy Launches New
U16 Development Programme
September 2021 saw the launch of the Basketball Academy’s
new U16 Development Programme, aimed at those students
with the passion and commitment to pursue basketball at a
higher level and eventually play in one of the Senior teams.
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BASKETBALL continued
The U16s train three times per week, with an additional
strength and conditioning session to maximise each student’s
athletic potential. The squad has got off to an amazing start so
far, fully buying into the programme’s culture and maximising
practice time. They’ve already played two games and an Invitational Tournament hosted at GGS on Saturday 9th October.
Head of Basketball, Mr Tong, commented “I’m thrilled to have
the U16 Development Programme up and running. For me, it
was really important that we grew the next branch of the
Academy this year and created an outstanding provision for
our top U16 prospects to grow and develop. These studentathletes will form the core of future Senior teams and being
able to work with them regularly at this age is essential. I’ve
been really impressed with their effort and commitment so
far and can’t wait to see how each student progresses over
the course of the season”.

The Bridge Group Return as Basketball Academy Sponsor
GGS Basketball Academy is thrilled to announce that The
Bridge Group, who generously sponsored the programme
throughout the 2020/21 season, have returned as Academy
sponsor for 2021/22. Their continued support will facilitate further improvements
within the Academy and help us to offer the
best possible provision for our studentathletes. To find out more about the range
of services offered by the Bridge Group,
please
visit
their
website
at
https://www.thebridgegroup.uk.com/.

RUGBY
Congratulations to all those selected in our GGS Rugby Team U15s, led by Mr Stock
of the Term - this group of players has been chosen by the and Mr Foreman
GGS rugby staff over the course of Term 1 and is recognition of (Snr), have grown as a
group of young men,
and picked up three
wins and a tight 17-17
draw
against
St
Olave’s away.
Our U14 side have
shown
incredible
form and must be
commended for their
continued progress as
a squad, who have
1st XV players Josh Watson (12AJS), Ben
won 8 out of 8 fixCooper (13SSC), Ben Reeve (12RMH) and
tures so far (incl a B Toby Emery (13AD) on the charge as the
team win). The work
boys run out 26-3 winners vs Chatham
of Mr Stanley and
House
outstanding performance and contributions to school rugby, Mr Manson is really
both at training, in fixtures and around school. We look for- starting to pay off for this group, who have had stand out perward to seeing how all of our students continue into Term 2 formances and have been recognised in the Team of Term 1.
and will have a team of the season to release later this aca- Our U13 players have finally had the taste of GGS rugby, and
demic year.
bar a narrow 45-50
PJF
loss to BETHs, have
been perfect in their
Term 1 Roundup - GGS Rugby
results as well this
What a term it has been… after so long away from inter school season.
fixtures, but with plenty of hard work going on in the back- Although our results
ground, it has been an absolute joy to see our students back have been pleasing,
out representing the blue and blue (Y8-2nd XV) or red, white the best part of beand green (1st XV) since September. We started against our ing a rugby player at
friends from Maidstone Grammar School in early September GGS is the sense of
with wins for all of our age groups, from U13 to 1st XV, which belonging, the con- Year 7 House Rugby in action, Downs and
is the first time we have had such results in just under 20 nection with the Town battle it out for House Sporting glory
years. All of the squads have kicked on from there, with the players that have
1st XV beating all that have come against them with six wins gone before them and the memories that are being created.
and the start of a National Bowl Cup run well under way, the I would like to personally thank all of the parents, particularly
best start to a season in my time here back as a teacher. Our those that have been coming to support and transport chilGravesend Grammar School
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dren all over the county - we had a phenomenal House Rugby
turnout on Saturday 9th October, and I look forward to
meeting many more of you over the coming weeks, months
and years and inviting you to some of our brilliant events later
in the year which include Quiz Nights and the newly formed
Athletes Ball which will be held towards the end of the academic year.
Onwards
Mr P Foreman
U14 Rugby
The U14 rugby squad have
had a strong start to the
2021 season. They have had
some excellent performances against some good opposition, and have progressed
to the Kent Cup Quarter Final v Langley Park and the
3rd Round of the National
Cup where they will host
either Sevenoaks School or Tonbridge School.
Cup runs two competitions and has meant fixtures have come
thick and fast so the boys have a well deserved break over half
term before fixtures ramp up again. As we head into Term 2,
we face some strong opposition including Rochester Maths,
Chis & Sid and Dartford Grammar Schools. The majority of our
Saturday block fixtures in Term 2 are A & B team fixtures, so if
you are interested in joining the U14 rugby club on the back of
House rugby, Term 2 is an excellent time to do so.
We train on Tuesdays and Thursdays 3.25pm-4.45pm.
Head to our sport website sport.gravesendgrammar.com to
see all the results and future fixtures.
BPS

positive culture that is being encouraged through all sports
sides.
Senior Football Finish the Term with Dominant Performance
The Senior Football side have had a mixed start to the season,
but having lost just one of five games can be pleased with the
start to the season. Skipper Alex Pollard (13AD) has led his
charges well, ably assisted by Jack Murray (12DP), Josh
Butteriss (12DP) and Jed Haggar (13MP). A thumping win at
home 11-0 rounded off the term at Home to Christ the King
Sixth Form College should stand the boys in good stead as they
head into Term 2 from November.
PJF
House Rugby
After what has seemed a lifetime, House Rugby finally made
its long-awaited return to the Gravesend Grammar School
fields on 9 October. With over 400 students in attendance
from our Year 7 to our Senior rugby players, not even the fog
that had settled over night could dampen the spirits of the
pupils. With this being the first opportunity for our Year 7s
and Year 8s to represent their Houses in a competitive environment, it meant that there was a real buzz of excitement
around the school.
th

Under 15s
The Under 15s enjoyed an excellent start to their season
winning four of their first five
games, with a recent draw to
St Olave's Grammar School.
The students have been working exceptionally hard on and
off the field training twice a
week in the gym and twice a
week on the field. This hard
work has been paying dividends each week and with numbers at a great level the culture and camaraderie has been superb. Our top try scorer,
Josh Jarrett, has been allowed to flourish on the wing due to
the hard work of the forward each game to secure the ball.
Despite the early success the boys have had some setbacks
losing against Chatham and Clarendon and Skinners in the
cup. The students are looking forward to the challenges that
will be presented in the new term, with tough opposition in
the National Cup and our block fixtures. It has been a great
start in the boys’ education on what is expected at the top end
of the school and in senior rugby and how they can foster a
Gravesend Grammar School

With the Year 7 split into full contact and touch teams in their
Houses, it meant that everyone had the opportunity to play.
The contact competition started with a real bang. There were
some fantastic skills on display and it demonstrated that over
this term during afterschool clubs and PE lessons the students
had really taken in the instructions regarding tackling. There
were some very big hits happening everywhere you looked,
which really motivated the boys.
Alongside the contact competition, our senior rugby players
were running the touch competition. Each House had been
allocated a few players from the squad and over the morning’s
rugby they were coached and refereed by the players.
The Year 8s also had both a full contact and touch competition
being run by members of the senior rugby squad. With the
added bonus of this year group competing against other
schools this term, it really showed how far the students had
come in understanding the game with some fantastic rugby
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being played.
The anticipation for the Year 9 competition had been starting
to build over the course of the morning, with members of the
unbeaten Year 9 team spread across the different Houses,
every game was a ‘must win’. The standard and entertainment did not disappoint, culminating in a very physical and
exciting final between Cliff and School.
The Year 10 competition was adjusted due to numbers and the
Houses mixed together to make two sides, so this gave an opportunity for the coaches to see the team’s development so
far this season, and also meant that House points could be
shared across the Houses for their participation.
With the added touch competition being run by the senior
rugby players this year, the numbers for House rugby were
fantastic and the enjoyment really shone through from the
players. A massive thank you to everyone who helped with the
running of such an amazing day, not just on the rugby field but
across the entire day. The day would not have been a success
without you.
Mr Papworth

CRICKET
With the 2021 cricket season quickly becoming a distant
memory, attention is turning to the 2022 season. Excitement
throughout the school is building for the first full season in
two years. In recent weeks Kent County Cricket has been holding trials for their 2022 Performance
squads. We would like to
congratulate Rajan Sian
and Logan Sims for being
selected in the Under 13s
and 14s Kent Performance
Side. This is an amazing
achievement from two students who continued to improve their skills, attending lots of
training sessions throughout the last season.
We look forward to getting started next year welcoming the
new Year 7s along with all the students who worked relentlessly last season.
BS

CROSS COUNTRY
Cross Country Runners Put On A Show
Our Junior, Intermediate and Senior
Cross Country Runners took part in the
ESAA Kent Event at Somerhill Schools
in Tonbridge on Tuesday 12th October.
The boys ran with energy, great effort
and represented the school brilliantly
throughout the day.
In the
Junior
Cross
Country Team, Jayden Adetiba finished 25th out of 120
competitors in Kent.
In the Intermediate Team at
the ESAA Kent Cross Country
Event - Josh Clare (9H) finGravesend Grammar School

ished 31st out of 120 competitors
Andrew Adebusoye (Y13) and Jack Murray (Y12) finished in the top 20 of the
Kent U18 ESAA Cross Country

GOLF
Kent County U18 Champion !
Congratulations to Lucas Dennison (11T)
who is now the
U18 Kent Junior
Champion (Princes Golf Course) and
then went on to compete in the National Champion of Champions Final
(Woodhall Spa Golf Course) finishing
T11 out of 30 (U18). That is an incredible achievement 3 years young!
Lucas also represented Kent in the
U16 Team South East Regional Final,
in which the team won against Essex
and Hertfordshire, with Lucas winning
his matches, playing a starring role in
leading the team to victory.

HOCKEY
Term 1 Hockey
Hockey in Term 1 has been hugely popular throughout all age
groups at the school, with large numbers at training on Mondays and Wednesdays. Our school fixtures begin in Term 3
after the Christmas break so the preparation that the boys are
putting in now should stand us in good stead against some
strong opposition.
A number of our older students (Year 9 and above) have made
the most of our new club link with Gravesham and Wellcome
Hockey Club. The club and school worked together over the
summer to create a development team for students to train
and play in to gain more match experience ahead of the school
fixtures. To date 17 GGS students have trained and played for
the new GWHC development team in their undefeated start to
the 2021 season. Well done to all that have been involved.
Another big term of preparation commences after half term.
All the details of our Term 3 and 4 fixtures can be found on the
GGS sport website sport.gravesendgrammar.com.

KARATE
Year 7 student becomes World Champion at the WUKF
Karate World Championships
Huge congratulations to Year 7 student Curtis Djadja (7CPB) on
winning his first world title in the boys Age
12 Karate World Championships in Cluj in
September. Curtis fought in a category with
over 40 boys, going through 5 rounds and
winning comprehensively, an absolutely
phenomenal achievement that all at GGS
are proud of!
Congratulations must also go to Brandon
Lee Spalding (12ACM) who won a bronze
medal in the 17 category!
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NETBALL
History made on the Netball Court
Congratulations to our Senior Netball Squad who played in the
school’s first ever Netball Fixture - this has been 128 years in
the making! In Round 1 of the Sisters n Sport National Netball
Competition, our girls lost to a very experienced Walthamstow Hall (Sevenoaks), but
put on a highly encouraging performance that saw
us draw closer with our
opponents as each quarter
went on. Furthermore, a
massive well done to Jess
Symonds (12RJW) on being
selected in the Surrey
Storm Performance Pathway and we are excited to
see the team develop as we go into more fixtures in Term 2.
Jessie Bakare 13 VAL writes:
Since its beginning towards the end of the last academic year,
the first ever GGS Girls Netball team has flourished. Our new
coaches, Miss McCarthy and Mrs Morris, have both played
and coached at high levels, and with their help the team has
reached new heights in terms of technique, efficiency and
competitiveness!
Training sessions have been extremely enjoyable, pushing us
to our limits in order to help us play well as a team, whilst also
carrying out our specific roles on the court. The addition of
weekly Strength and Conditioning sessions has also allowed us
to improve our overall fitness levels, which is essential for
long, fast-paced games. This term, members of the team competed in a Cup netball match, which was the first ever competitive netball game for GGS! The experience was very beneficial for all members on the squad, and a learning experience,
as with more fixtures to come soon, we can implement new
techniques to help us improve further. With new uniforms just
received, I'm very excited to see what the team can achieve
throughout the rest of this season!
Jessie Bakare 13 VAL

SWIMMING
Kent Secondary Relay Championships Saturday, 2nd October 2021
One of the many upsides to the easing of coronavirus restrictions is that extracurricular activities are now taking place
again and this means a return to swimming galas and the first
outing for the school team in 18 months.
The last time this event was held we made the National Finals
in both events - Medley and Freestyle. However, in the current climate the organisers have reduced the number of
teams able to qualify for the final from 30 to 20 so the pressure was on.
First up were the senior freestyle team - George Wise
(13RMT), Max Owen (13AD), Rishi Rajput (12ACM) and David
Allen (12CNW). Impressive performances from them all saw
us finish in 4th place against some strong opposition.
The senior medley relay was the last race of the day and this
proved again to be the better of the two events for GGS with
an amazing 2nd place from the team - Daniel Oliver (11F)
Gravesend Grammar School

Backstroke, Anthony Morgan (12RJW) Breaststroke, George
Wise (13RMT) Butterfly and David Allen (12CNW) Freestyle.
The wait is now on for the results and whether we have made
the National Finals!
It was great to be back on poolside and also to see how much
the boys have improved over the last year or so.
Thank you to the boys for being such a pleasure and their parents for undertaking the trek to Margate!

TEN PIN BOWLING
Congratulations to Riley Taylor (8PJC) on winning the Dunstable Singles Scratch Ten Pin Bowling Tournament in September
and placing second in the Doubles competition.
Last season (2019/2020), Riley managed to pick up a number
of other awards as he continued his Bowling journey - well
done Riley!

ONLINE SPORTING FIXTURES & RESULTS—SOCS
WEBSITE
All parents, students and staff can stay up to date on the latest and upcoming sporting fixtures/training/results on our
SOCS
Sports
page
please
visit
https://
sport.gravesendgrammar.com/ and this can be saved as a
homepage app to stay in touch with all things GGS Extra Curricular Sport.
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TERM DATES FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2021—2022
TERM 1:

TERM 2:
TERM 3:
TERM 4:
TERM 5:

TERM 6:

Wednesday, 1st September—Staff INSET Day
Start: Thursday, 2nd September
Finish: Friday, 15th October
Start: Monday, 1st November
Finish: Tuesday, 21st December
Start: Wednesday, 5th January 2022
Finish: Friday, 11th February
Start: Monday, 21st February
Finish: Friday, 1st April
Start: Tuesday, 19th April
Finish: Friday, 27th May
Start: Monday, 6th June
Finish: Friday, 22nd July

TERM DATES FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2022—2023
TERM 1:

TERM 2:
TERM 3:

TERM 4:
TERM 5:
TERM 6:

Friday, 2nd September—Staff INSET Day
Start: Monday, 5th September
Finish: Friday, 21st October
Start: Monday, 7th November
Finish: Tuesday, 20th December
Start: Tuesday, 3rd January 2023
Finish: Friday, 10th February
Start: Monday, 20thFebruary
Finish: Friday, 31st March
Start: Monday, 17th April
Finish: Friday, 26th May
Start: Monday, 5th June
Finish: Friday, 21st July

250 CLUB
Please see below for details of the August 2021 winners:1st prize - number 332 - £201.44, member since 2010,
no previous wins
2nd prize - number 10 - £109.87, member since 2018,
no previous wins
3rd prize - number 91 - £54.94, member since 2005,
no previous wins
Contribution to school - £366.25

Contribution to school - £368.75
Thank you to all members, old and new, for supporting the
school.
Barbara Dumaisnil
250 Club Coordinator

The 3rd prize winner last month kindly donated their winnings
back to the school PTA fund.

MATHS CHALLENGE SOLUTION

We have 11 new members joining next month so best of luck
to them.
Winners of the September draw:1st prize - £202.81 went to number 103, member since 2011
2nd prize - £110.62 went to number 87, member since 2020
3rd prize - £55.32 went to number 78, member since 2019
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