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OUR ANNUS HORRIBILIS
As I write this, Boris Johnson has just announced
that he intends to reopen the country on 19th July
with almost all restrictions removed: my hope is
that we can look optimistically towards September
and very much get back to normal. This year has
truly been an ‘Annus Horribilis’ and one that we
never want to repeat. I would like to say the biggest ‘thank you’ to the students, parents and staff at
the school for their incredible commitment over the
past year in the most trying of times.
We were initially hopeful that Term 6 would be
more open to some of our traditional activities but
sadly the Sponsored Walk and transition events for
Year 6 succumbed and Sports Day was performed in
a truncated form. That said, we have been able to
reintroduce year group assemblies for the first time
in well over a year and we will be hosting a pared
back celebration assemblies in the last few
weeks. In addition, a number of enrichment activities have been organised such as a Year 10 Mindfulness Day, Year 12 Life Day and a Careers Week
across the whole school.
As a school, we have a roadmap for the reintroduction of trips and visits, both domestic and abroad,
and again we are hopeful that over the next two
years our programme will be fully reinstated.
It is at this time of year that we say goodbye to our
Year 13 students. They have had such a disrupted
year but they have been fully committed to their
studies and I am confident that they will gain results
that will allow them to access their next steps in education. I would like to make special mention of our
outgoing Head Student team and in particular Tom
Davies (Head Student), who have had a difficult tenure due to a lack of access to students in other bubbles.
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Whilst we say goodbye to
one Head Student Team, we
welcome another and I
would like to congratulate
Sachveer Thandi on his appointment as Head Student
and his new team of Katie
Buchanan, Toby Emery,
Daniel Ogunbambo, Alex
Pollard and Blake Walker.
It looks likely that testing will replace isolation in
schools for September. For every positive test it is
likely that there are between 30 and 60 close contacts and if they are no longer required to isolate
then this will mean a less disruptive start to the new
academic year.
After such a tumultuous year, I hope that you can
have a restriction free summer and that you can
again meet with families and friends and enjoy your
time together. I look forward to seeing the students
return in September and welcome the new Year 7
and 12 students to GGS.
Subjects of great interest are
our latest residents—a family
of kestrels are nesting in the
Quad. We hope they have a
restful summer too!
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STAFF NEWS
CONGRATULATIONS to Mr Newman and his wife on the birth of their daughter in June.
As is usual at this time of year, we say ‘goodbye and thank you’ to staff and look forward to welcoming new
members of staff to the School. Mrs Humphrey left us in June and Mr Newman will leave at the end of term.
We are grateful for all they have done for the school over many years. Mr Foreman is retiring as Student
Support Officer after nine years and we wish him a long, happy and healthy retirement.
Some new members of staff have already joined us: Mr Emmanuel Lawal (Business and Economics), Miss
Naomi McHale (Finance Office trainee) and Mrs Marianne Weeks (Library and Literacy Support following Mrs Nurdin’s retirement earlier this year).
In September, Miss Hannah Couves will join the Science Department, Mrs Zoe Lander joins the Music Department, Mrs Karen
Loveridge joins us as Student Support Officer, Miss Emily Mellon joins English, Miss Aimee Miall joins us as a teacher of Spanish, Mr Mathias Newman will join us as Strength & Conditioning Coach/Cover Supervisor, Mr Denis Pugnat is returning to the
Maths Department after 15 years, and Miss Natalie Stevens will join Engineering.

RETIREMENT
At the start of next term we'll be saying a very fond farewell to John Foreman as the Student Support
Officer for Key Stage 4. John is leaving after nine years of service and we wish him a long and happy retirement. John engaged with many students and parents over his time at the school, with many benefitting from his knowledge and experience of working with highly vulnerable young people. John also gave
his time to extracurricular sport and his passion for Rugby and Cricket has been passed down to students
over the years. John's presence will be sorely missed.
MDM

HEAD STUDENT REPORT
A unique school year comes to an end with the return of normality and summer seemingly edging closer! Whilst many of us
were bombarded with self-isolations earlier on in the year,
everyone at GGS can share optimism that things are on the up.
The Head Student Team looks forward to properly functioning
in the coming year, with a key aim being to ensure those lower
down in KS3 get their first taste of how great a full year of opportunities can be at GGS. I would like to take this opportunity
to thank the previous Head Student Team for all of their successes in the past year – despite much adversity along the
way.
I have no doubt everyone at GGS is immensely proud of our
pupils’ and staff’s ability to keep morale high in the face of
many challenges. This term Year 12 participated in an on-going
House Tournament which took place during Enrichment sessions and received excellent levels of engagement from all
students, while restoring feelings of House pride. With year
groups throughout the school completing various end of year
examinations/tests, the competition was a great chance to
embrace some of the more fun aspects of school life as the
academic year draws to a close.

The school-wide Prize Giving and Colours Awards ensured pupils from all year groups received recognition for various
achievements of both academic and sporting merit. Adding to
this, the new ‘REACH’ programme has provided our students
with a wider awareness of social and racial issues – of which
understanding and education is most important.
The Head Student Team looks forward to working with both
staff and students to manage the transition back to normality,
as well as introducing a range of new ideas that we hope will
be innovative – particularly regarding the Careers and Extracurricular departments.
On a final note, I offer congratulations to all pupils at GGS for
their diligence and perseverance in relation to their studies in
a time where it would have been easy to lose motivation and
discipline. Having said this, I believe this summer is an opportunity to ease off the gas, and I wish everyone a break full of
rest and enjoyment before our anticipated return in September.
Sach Thandi
Head Student

HOUSE NHS GIFT BAGS
In the autumn, as part of a GGS House initiative, we will be compiling
and donating “thank you“ gift bags to the doctors and nurses at Darent Valley hospital.
Please can you have a look at home for any new, unopened gifts that
could be put into these bags. They can be for either gender. Ideally
we would like to make up bags according to House colours, but we
will be grateful for any donations.
Town—red
Downs—yellow
Hill—green
School—purple
Gravesend Grammar School

Fleet—white
Cliff—blue
Ideas for bags: soap, sweets, hand cream, make-up, handkerchiefs,
bath bombs, shower gel, shaving gel, nail varnish, pens, pencils, small
gifts, small packets of biscuits, flannels etc.
Please drop off items to room 214a or hand them to your form teacher any time before 1st October.

Ms Bouhamdi
Head of Cliff House
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CAREERS NEWS
The careers programme has continued through Term 6 with individual interviews for Year 12 students, the launch of UCAS registrations and Post-16 Options information sessions for Year 10. Alongside students in Years 10, those in 11 and 12 have been
continuing to take up online work experience opportunities through both Springpod.co.uk and Speakers4schools.org. These
placements are still available thought the summer holiday (sign up soon!) with a variety of dates and times to be flexible
around any other commitments. Sectors available include Engineering, Construction, Healthcare, Law, Finance, Journalism, and
more. These experiences are interactive with real employers and will provide useful insight and an excellent addition to any CV
or university application.
In addition to all of these, we held a Careers Week between 5 th—9th July across the whole school. In every subject, with every
year group, lessons took place to explore careers linked to the subject.

Exploring Careers in English, understanding skills needed for Business and finding out what Geographers do

Researching Science Careers in a multitude of different fields.
As well as subject lessons, each year group had an assembly with a speaker live by video call. Year 7 heard from Barrie O’Hare
of Mears explaining his career journey, training and developing from an apprentice through project management to a general
manager. Year 8 saw Sue Ticehurst of Just Ask Estate Services sharing how she started a new business from scratch with two
colleagues and expanded with an emphasis on social value. Year 9 had Chris Doyle of Engie explain how working well with people in all contexts helped him to grow his career and make the most of the opportunities available. Year 10 learned how Charlie
Cutbush, a degree apprentice with Deloitte, navigated the various stages of the recruitment process with a wide range of companies to successfully secure apprenticeship offers. Year 12 learnt about the wide range of opportunities that exist with Anglian
Group from Ross St Quintin and Michelle Dungar. From marketing, HR and finance, to engineering, surveying and legal, exploring the different functions within a large business was really insightful.
A big thank you to our School Enterprise Adviser Olukemi Jeboda and her colleague Chichi Onyenemelu, both of The Hyde
Group, who supported our Careers Week by connecting us with all our wonderful assembly speakers and working tirelessly
behind the scenes to make sure it all went smoothly.
During tutor time through the week, a Kahoot quiz highlighted some labour market
information comparing salary, working
hours, and local and national employment
trends. If you want to explore these further
at home www.careerpilot.org.uk has lots of
useful resources to research career options
and any stage.
If you have any feedback on Careers Week
please email me.
Jenny Douse
Careers
(dousej@gravesendgrammar.com)
Gravesend Grammar School
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MEDICAL SOCIETY
After a series of exams Year 13s finished school in May and
having done all they could to secure their grades. We now
wait for our final exam results on 10th August. Hopefully, as a
school, we can secure all 7 offers that students currently hold.
Due to the current pandemic, it is rare for a medical student to
find work experience in a healthcare setting. However, we can
continue to develop a lot of the skills such as teamwork, communication and resilience that are vital for our future through
different work settings as many students are already doing.
We have planned to go into school to support the Medical
Society by answering any questions and provide information
to younger students and we hope it will be a useful experience
for them.

Certainly over the last two years, the Medical Society has facilitated the medical students in getting together and helping
each other as well as support from previous students and our
teacher lead Mrs MacMahon. This community is one that
helped propel us in doing our own research into universities
and relaying our findings back to the group. This is a culture
that we found useful and I hope it stays part of the school.
We wish our students all the best for their exam results and
wherever it may take them in the future.

For the past few weeks GGS Medical Society has focused on
learning all the different aspects needed for a career in medicine. To do this we have had various presentations from members of the group in order to educate one another on what is
expected when pursuing a career in medicine. These presentations ranged from possible wider reading options to the four
pillars of medical ethics. Most recently the Medical Society
have shifted their focus to ensuring that we are all prepared
for the early admissions in October. We have had discussions
regarding how and when to start personal statements and

what we will need to prepare for over the summer, whether it
be gaining more work experience or signing up for and preparing for the UCAT and BMAT. In the final week of term we will
have the opportunity to talk to the previous Year 13s who hold
conditional offers to do medicine. The Year 13s will be sharing
their experiences and providing support in regards to preparing an application for medical school.

Abdel Elkhouli
13SC

Elizabeth Oyedele 12 SSC

GGS REACH
The events following the murder of George Floyd in the US The REACH staff workgroup met for the first time in April and we
brought public attention to the feelings and issues people are expe- have been working together to agree on areas of focus to develop
riencing in their lives, whether it be due to the colour of their skin or
ethnicity. Mr Moaby and I felt it was particularly important for us to
look at our own school community and consider areas for development. In the summer of 2020, Mr Moaby and I met with two of our
current Year 11 students, Olamide Sodeke and Kofi Amo-Agyei, as
well as one of our former students, Joshua Akinde, via Google Meet,
to discuss what we could do as a school moving forward.
This is when REACH was born. REACH (Race, Ethnicity and Cultural
Heritage) is composed of two working groups: one for students and
one for staff. We formed these in order to give us an opportunity to
make a group with a wide range of people from different backgrounds and identities. This gave everyone an opportunity to hear
multiple perspectives on anything we might be discussing. The focus
of REACH is to help to make our school more inclusive and empathetic through knowledge and understanding of others no matter
their background or identity.
In May, Year 12 students were given an assembly about REACH and
applied to join via email. It was truly humbling to see the group grow
from our founding members, Olamide and Kofi, to 23 students from
Year 11 and 12. The group has met every Tuesday since the start of
term and the commitment from the students has been truly incredible. The conversations the students are having range from their personal experiences in and out of school to racism in football to the use
of the “n-word”. The opportunity to talk about these experiences and
issues openly, with some mutually agreed ground rules, is invaluable
and forms the topics of discussion within the staff working group. In
addition, the REACH student group has been working with the new
Head Student, Sachveer Thandi, and one of the members of the Head
Student Team, Daniel Ogunbambo, to consider events that could be
run in the next academic year and beyond. This includes events such
as Black History Month and Pride Month as well as organising a possible Cultural Heritage Week, so watch this space!
Gravesend Grammar School

within the school including both within the curriculum and pastorally.
In the next academic year, we will be working together with the student group to deliver staff training sessions.
We are so proud of the work we do here at GGS and we strive to
create an open and safe environment for all students. However, we
are not naïve to the fact that as society changes so does our school –
and we must reflect on what we can do to support our staff and students appropriately and representatively. We are working closely
with the other secondary schools in Gravesham as well as the local
youth centre, The Grand, as this is a common goal across the Borough. Our vision for this group is to make everyone feel included no
matter their race, ethnicity, cultural heritage, religion, age, disability,
gender or sexuality and the work of REACH is here as a starting point
to make our school community supportive and understanding for all.
KG
Olamide Sodeke (11T) writes:
Last summer, Mr Moaby and Mrs Gorman approached Kofi and I;
they expressed their thoughts on us starting a small group called GGS
REACH. REACH stands for Race, Ethnicity and Cultural Heritage. We
believe we need a platform to give all students a voice, no matter
their background, with respect, acceptance and understanding in
order to gain insight from different perspectives and push the boundaries of social issues.
So far we have started this group with the current Year 12s; the turn
out has been very good and I would like to commend the involvement that they bring to the group. As the group progresses we would
like to possibly expand sessions to the rest of the school in the

hope of making the our community the best for all of us.
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BUILDING FOR SUCCESS!
As many of you will be aware, the school has expanded in size
to 220 students per year. We are now desperate for new accommodation that was initially promised to be ready for students in September 2021. For a whole host of reasons this
project has been delayed, not least because of Covid but we
are now at a stage where we can confidently predict that
building will start in 2021 and will be ready for occupation at
the end of 2022. The visuals below the new 6th Form centre
and the Canteen. Both of these facilities will be transformational for the school. Other facilities that will be provided include a large car park and improved Turning Circle area, increased hard standing areas, soft informal outdoor space and
a conversion of two classrooms into Science Laboratories.
A perennial issue at the School has been the Church Walk

footpath stopping before the Turning Circle, forcing students
to walk between cars. As part of the project the footpath will
be extended beyond the Turning Circle and a raised pedestrian
crossing will be installed. Another issue that the project will
solve is our inadequate security. The project will allow us to
install fencing and gates that will be able to more strictly control the access to our site.
Obviously, this building work will be disruptive but it will be
safe and the contractors have been working very closely with
us to ensure that the operation of the school is as normal as
possible. I do envisage disruption at the Turning Circle gate
and would encourage you to bear this in mind at the start and
at the end of the day.
MDM

Proposed new 6th Form Centre

Proposed new Canteen

GARDENING CLUB
This term a small group of Year 7 and Year 8 students decided to take on the challenge of turning the overgrown Quad into a
haven for wildlife, along with growing some vegetables we will be able to harvest over the summer and into the autumn. We
had great fun doing it, lots of hard work, digging, weeding, and planting. We are starting small, with a few courgettes and
pumpkins along with tomato and chilli plants. We have been fascinated by the wildlife in the quad, witnessing in just a few
lunchtimes toads and tadpoles, frogs and newts, along with the resident kestrels, who are not afraid of human companions!
We have dug over the vegetable bed and have begun to plant, learning about bulbs, growing veg, and how to tell a weed from
a plant we want to keep. It's a slow process but it's helping not just the look of the Quad but is also teaching us about the value
of learning where our food comes from, and the benefits of gardening and hard work to our mental health. We hope to see the
fruits (and veg!) of our labours after the summer. If you are interested in getting involved, we will meet in September during
lunchtime, day to be confirmed. If any parents have any plants or seeds (or anything you think we might find helpful!) to donate, we would be very grateful.
Mrs Sutton
Gravesend Grammar School

Respect, Friendship, Hard Work, Exploration

July 2021

Page 6

CORONAVIRUS
Government guidance for Covid-19 is ever-changing. At the time of writing, masks and social distancing will no longer be compulsory from 19th July but are advised in crowded places and remain compulsory on NHS sites and on some public transport.
In educational settings, ‘bubbles’ are no longer advised but may be reinstated on a temporary basis if necessary.
Travel restrictions to ‘amber’ destinations have been amended so that adults, who have received both injections, and children
under 18 no longer have to isolate on their return to the UK, although they must have done a PCR test both before departure
and on return to the UK. However, countries classified as red, amber and green can change at very short notice.
GCSEs and A levels
Students will receive their AS and A level results on 10th August, and GCSE results on 12th August. If a student believes there
has been an error with their grade, an appeals system will be in place as a safety net for exceptional circumstances. Read
the appeals guidance for students to find out more about the process for appealing a grade this summer, and to help decide
whether appealing is the right approach for your child.
Exams and assessments for the next academic year
It is the Government’s intention that exams will go ahead in summer 2022. Exams and assessments for vocational and technical
qualifications will take place, in line with the latest PHE guidelines, throughout the next academic year.
For the next academic year, as young people will potentially mix with others during the summer holiday, all secondary school
pupils and college students should take two lateral from device tests, three to five days apart, on their return to school. On
their return, students and staff should continue to test twice weekly until the end of September when this will be reviewed by
Government. From 19th July he school are no longer required to contact trace. This will be done by Test & Trace and those
identified as contacts will be contacted directly by them. If they do not contact you, you do not need to isolate. We will continue to distribute test kits to students as per Government directives.
Do not send your child to school if:
•
they are showing one or more coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms
•
they have had a positive test result
•
there are other reasons requiring them to stay at home, for example, they are required to quarantine by Test & Trace
Flu vaccination 2021/22: programme briefing for schools
For the 2021/22 flu season, the flu vaccination programme that already includes all children in primary school will be expanded
to children in secondary school. Students in years 7 to 11 will now be offered flu vaccination this autumn term. This significant
expansion in the programme is part of the government’s wider winter planning to reduce flu levels in the population, and
therefore the potential impact on the NHS, when we are likely to see both flu and COVID-19 in circulation. The local school-age
immunisation provider will carry out the vaccination sessions at GGS in November.

YEAR 7 DEBATE SOCIETY
Debate society runs on Wednesday lunchtimes for both Year 7
and Year 8. It gives students an opportunity to improve a
range of skills including public speaking and research and exposes students to a range of differing topics and opinions. Below, some of our Year 7 debaters reflect on their experiences
of Debate Society this year:
We have been going to Debate Society this year and we really
enjoy it. It is fun and it really helps with History and RE lessons
as the skills debating gives us, such as looking at evidence and
doing research really helps. We had an RE lesson on the shroud
of Turin, and we had to debate whether or not it was real. But
because we went to Debate Society, it
was really easy for us. When I was
first introduced to Debate Society, I
thought it would be boring and didn’t
attend for the first two terms of
school. Then came the lockdown so I
couldn’t attend. In Terms 4, 5 and 6,
however, I attended and I really enjoyed it. In Debate Society,
we debate many things, we do fun topics such as whether
pineapple on pizza is good or not, or serious topics like should
smoking be banned. And the best part is that we get to choose
the topic. My favourite debate this year was on pineapples on
pizza!
Jinang Shah 7BPS
Gravesend Grammar School

It's more likely than not that you've heard of Debate Society a club run in room 403 at lunchtime. Debate Society is a great
club that can be a break from the lunchtime norm where you
can debate the topics you love — provided, of course, it's general knowledge. Examples of topics we’ve done before are:
whether or not we should outlaw smoking, if teachers deserve
as much pay as doctors, and even some more lighthearted
ones, such as if pineapple deserves to be put on pizza (there’s
a clear answer for this, and it’s a resounding no!).
Aman Khanna 7CC
Debate Society is a great way to express your opinions and
thoughts about the world that we live in today. You speak and
talk on a unique subject every week and is a great way to improve your ability to speak in front of crowds and it has been
scientifically proven that conquering your fears and worries
heightens your self esteem and social ability. Debating is a
great way to let go and do exactly that. Also in Debate Society
you are free to choose your topic to debate upon and it is put
in a random number generator. This eliminates any biased
personal opinions. It runs on a Wednesday, at 13:45 - 14:15 in
room 403 and is available for Year 7s. We urge you to come
along and try this club out, even if it is something you aren’t
keen on. Thank you, and hope to see you there!
George Andreou 7PJC
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YEAR 10 GO TO THE ZOO
Started seven years ago when he acquired two large Kune Kune pigs, Andy Wellman now has the first licenced zoo in the Medway area, the Fenn Bell Conservation Project. There is a wide variety of animals and our Y10 and Y12 students had the opportunity to get up close and personal with meerkats, lemurs, racoons and many others. They fed, cleaned, cleared pens of
weeds, faeces and uneaten food, as well as preparing meals for the next day. Animals come to the zoo for a variety of reasons,
but quite often are household pets no longer wanted. They are expecting 20 flamingos very soon from Whipsnade Zoo who
currently have too many! The zoo welcomes donations of fresh fruit and vegetables, sawdust and, of course, money, at all
times. Their website can be found at https://www.fbcukproject.co.uk/. Well worth a visit!

George Page 12SSC writes:
The first thing I noticed about the site was just how inviting it
was. The entire place had been manufactured around and
incorporated into a charming little pub with lots of individuality.
Whilst Fenn Bell Zoo does not break records for size, its varied
range of interesting exotics ranging from Capuchin monkeys to
blue winged parakeets to lemurs (found endemically in Madagascar) were both impressive as they were heartwarming.
Most of their survival stories come from being the offspring of
highly successful breeding campaigns and the park's rapid enclosure growth only seems to support victories like this.

However, there were a few less happy stories - and those animals that had suffered in such a way now were being treated
with the most rigorous and loving care. The immediacy of the
workers’ relationship with their animals, their favourites and
their specialities were incredible to see and reinforced my own
interest in Veterinary Science.
This interest was of course voiced to the workers who graciously endured my pestering questions, being very informative and keen to help me in any way they feasibly could. It was
an enlightening, brilliant experience that I would recommend
to anyone that can brave getting laughed at by parrots after
you trip over yourself near their aviary!

Other activities for the Y10 Mindfulness Day included opportunities in music, boot camp, basketball, strategy games, art, softball, altered images and cricket.

Gravesend Grammar School
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PILLARS OF SUCCESS...AND OTHER STORIES
It was an outstanding opportunity to receive the special
award. It took time but it paid off. At first, I didn’t understand
what was happening but soon after I got used to the system. It
took some hard work and a bit of dedication towards receiving
this award. I was a runner-up for the Pillars of Success Term 5.
That time I tried my best but this term, I pushed myself beyond my limits. I never gave up. I have always followed this
quote “Success is not a destination. Success is a journey.”.
I have always believed that when you have become successful,
you never stop. You continue to strive towards achieving
greater and better goals and dreams. I have believed that the
pillars of success have been a great way to store up the different types of achievement we have produced. It helps you
store the memories and hard work you have been doing. It
has been a great experience. As a winner of the term 6 Pillars
of Success award, I hope I see more and more people become
successful and more achievements on the pillars of success
app. I would like to say thank you to the staff that have helped

me achieve my goals. Always remember the 4 Pillars: Friendship, Hard Work, Exploration and Respect.
Sharujan Ravitharan 7NR
Winner of Y7 Pillars of Success Term 6 Trophy

Receiving the Year 8 Pillars of Success Excellence Award was
a great honour, even though it was unexpected. Walking into
the Awards Assembly, nobody knew what to expect as (due
to Covid) we weren’t able to experience one last year. It was
great to see all the achievements of the other students as it
has been a very unusual school year for all of us. The new
Pillars of Success Awards are great opportunities for students
to strive even further and be rewarded for their successes. I,
for one, felt a huge sense of achievement when Mrs Rathore
called out my name and I was very grateful to be handed this
award. My family were all immensely proud of me. Going
forward, I think that it’s crucial to record your achievements
on the app as being rewarded for your respect, hard work,
exploration and friendship is just as important as being rewarded for your subject work. I would like to thank the whole KS3
Senior Leadership team for this wonderful award.
Koen Trevisani 8H
Winner of the Y8 Term 6 Pillars of Success Trophy

CREX
Year 7 have worked incredibly hard during our Story-telling
project in their CREX lessons, retelling GRIMMS fairy tales.
As part of the Drama element, they have developed their skills
in memorising scripts and projecting their voices as well as
becoming storytellers in a variety of ways, including using puppets. They have been developing facial expressions, body language and vocal skills to portray different characters on stage.
They have retold their story in an engaging way while considering their positions on stage, sound effects and lighting,
props and costumes. Theatre is one of the most complicated
multi-tasking challenges and I am very proud of how well Year
7 have taken to the challenge, especially when we have had
such a disruptive year due to Covid.
It has been a fantastic demonstration of how well our Year 7s
have worked and I am immensely proud of each member of
Year 7 and look forward to watching all of their performances
back.
Mrs Alison Jones (Drama)

art. What started as a hope that we would be able to perform
to parents of course changed and we now have a website full
of the work they have been doing for the last two terms. The
students have worked incredibly hard to produce
huge ceramic sculptures, music inspired by the scenes in the
stories and performances using the scripts, including puppets,
shadow theatre and live action.
The work they have produced was shared on a website,
shared with students and staff. We have hope all the students
and staff viewed the wonderful work the students have created. This will be the last collaborative project between
the three subjects in this way, as all three departments go on
to grow their subjects. We feel that the work the students
have done, in a very difficult year, does the work of the last 11
years of Creative Exploration a great service, albeit in a new,
online format. We hope that the students enjoyed this experience and that they were able to share their hard work with
their parents and staff through the website.

Year 7 have been using Phillip Pullman's retelling of the Broth- Mrs Sutton (Art)
ers Grimm tales as inspiration for work in drama, music and
Gravesend Grammar School
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OUR PILLARS OF SUCCESS AWARD WINNERS
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BROTHERS GRIMM PERFORMANCES
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RANDOM EXTRACTS FROM THE THOUGHTS AND LIVES OF YEAR 7

This summer of football has been an exciting and unexpected one. The previous champions of the UEFA Euros were knocked out earlier than anyone expected and England reached their first major final in 55 years.
England vs Italy(3) 1 - 1 (2)
The atmosphere inside Wembley couldn’t be better, with 40,000 fans screaming for their home teams to make history. Luke Shaw broke a European Championship record in the second minute with a sensational half volley that I sent the English fans in the stadium wild. Shot after shot came in Wembley Stadium
until in the 67th minute, Leonardo Bonucci netted to put hope in the hearts of the Italian fans. As the rest of the game droned on, the 30 minutes of extra
time were the longest of their lives, as Italy was sent into their second penalty shootout of the week. Jorginho had his penalty saved by Jordan Pickford which
denied Italy the opening goal of the shootout. The shootout carried on ideally until 19 year old Bukayo Saka had his penalty saved at the hands of Donnarumma, giving Italy the trophy and bringing heartbreak to the fans who had been waiting for England to finally win a trophy. Thabo Ncube 7CC

Gravesend Grammar School
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HOUSE REPORTS
CLIFF
“SCHOOL’S OUT FOR SUMMER!”
Where has 2021 gone? It has been a downhill roller coaster
ride since March and the last couple of weeks has been like
climbing the steep part again. However it’s time to have a rest,
to refuel, to reflect on what has arguably been the hardest
year in nearly 30 years of teaching.
The teacher in me is quietly confident that we have done our
best; that the boys at GGS have gained from this experience.
They have become resilient, independent, stronger and possibly even missed school a little bit. The history graduate in me
hopes we have laid foundations for future generations; that
others can learn from our mistakes and take strength from our
achievements. The mum part of me has cried for my daughters, your sons; they have missed out on exams, proms, clubs,
classes, graduations, parties and even driving tests, but on the
other hand they have become closer. They have learnt what it
is to be a part of a bubble, a team.
As Head of Cliff I have had to remain strong, upbeat and a role
model, but the boys themselves have learned to work together. As I watched the recent Sports Days, the genuine cheers of
encouragement from the sidelines and applause for all participants was loud, it was genuinely meaningful and the comradeship of being part of a team was really apparent…….and when
the Cliff boys came second there were no tears or shouts of
anger. The Cliff boys came home……. in first, second, third,
forth, fifth and sixth places. And now as we all go home, for
Summer, I wish you a happy, safe time. Enjoy each other’s
company, make memories and don't play Kahoot! ( it’ll end up
in arguments!)
Ms Emma Bouhamdi
Key Stage 3 Teacher
Academic Mentor
Head of Cliff House
Year 8 was actually great!
Year 8 was a long journey and it had its ups and downs but we
got through it thanks to friends and teachers and looking back,
it was actually great.
Our journey started in September; we were eager to come
back to school after months of working from home. It was
strange as all year groups were separated, but it was nice to
see our friends again and finally sit in a classroom.
After a while we got used to the teacher standing at the front
of the class. We all had masks and it was hard to hear the
teacher. One good thing was that we didn’t have to hand our
books in regularly.
Then the second lockdown struck. We had our Christmas and
New Year ruined and then it looked likely that we would be off
for some time. That meant working from home again. Some
teachers made videos for us and some ran Zoom meetings.
We had to get up early for tutor time and then try to work all
day online. The positives: we learnt life skills such as independent learning, cooking skills, and how to make the perfect
cup of tea. We learnt to get on with our families and got to
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know each other more. We also watched a lot of films!
There were some negatives: we couldn't see our friends and
relatives, nor could we take part in any extracurricular activities and of course at home there were many distractions.
After going back to school in March it was tough as we had to
wear face coverings at all times. The weather was cold and the
windows had to be open all the time. It didn’t last for too long
and soon the restrictions were eased and we no longer had to
wear face masks. Fortunately no one close to us has caught
the virus, but lots of our friends have been sick and lots of
them have lost family members. We have to always sanitise
our hands and cough into our sleeves.
Overall, Year 8 has been a good year and we have not fallen
behind. In fact we both have met our target grades. We are
both excited to start back in September but also looking forward to having some time off. Thank you very much to all our
teachers.
Have a nice summer!
Max Gwalter 8C Sam Quilter 8C
DOWNS
As we approach the end of what has been an extremely challenging year, students in Downs House are feeling positive
about a return to hopefully a less disrupted year of education
in September.
The summer term is usually a time which sees the whole
school come together across various events such as the Sponsored Walk, however COVID has unfortunately put paid to
such events. Despite this, we have had opportunities for students in Downs to represent their house proudly. Year 7
Sports Day is one such example. Downs took victory in what
was a celebratory afternoon of sport in the sun. The participation and commitment of Year 7 students was there for all to
see: it was wonderful to see so many students giving their all
for their Houses after a year of minimal House competitions
due to various restrictions.
Students have also taken part in activities across their subjects
during Careers Week. This has given many students in Downs
House an opportunity to research and better understand the
options that await them in the world of work when they leave
GGS. I have no doubt that we have many talented and hardworking students within the House who will go on to do themselves proud in a variety of careers and workplaces.
Moving forward, I hope that September will see some semblance of a return to normality within the school. It will be
fantastic when students are able to be involved in House competition and whole school events on a more regular basis. Despite this, the sense of community and commitment to all elements of school life from our students, not only in Downs
House but across the board, has been excellent in what have
been incredibly trying circumstances.
I hope all students in Downs House and their families have a
restful summer and I look forward to seeing you all in September for what will hopefully be a fantastic and uninterrupted
year of education and community within the school!
PJC
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FLEET
Congratulations to all of Fleet for making it through the academic year 2020-21! A year with some disruption (to put it
mildly) but also a year which showed just how resilient you all
can be.
It has been brilliant this last week to be able to have our Sports
Day events, with lots of participation and support all around.
While Year 12 were beginning their Sports Day events during
the end of Year 7s’ lunch hour, it was great to hear some roars
of ‘COME ON FLEET’ from students in Year 7 as they returned
to their lessons. I hope they keep this House spirit as they
move up through the school!
For the final Fleet House contribution for this academic year, I
thought it would be good to hear from one of our Fleet Alumni: Mr Taylor.
What does ‘Fleet House’ mean to you?
When I joined the school there wasn’t an established ‘Fleet
House’ and so my Year 7 Form was ‘First in Fleet’. This really
helped with our form identity and the community that was
formed within the group.
Other than being ‘First in Fleet’, what other great memories
do you have of being a student at GGS?
Probably being involved in the school productions. Working
with stage management meant that I got to work with lots of
different people. Productions can be quite intense, so you really
form a sense of community with everyone you are working
alongside. Being involved in events in school also meant I had
the opportunity to help manage GYG performances at Woodville Hall.
In addition to your involvement in productions, were there
any moments in your time at GGS that had a significant impact on you?
Being involved in establishing the new CCF unit when I was in
Year 11 gave me an opportunity to take on a leadership role as
senior cadet and help to grow the new group.
While still being involved in the CCF, you have been working
within the Maths Department. What’s been the best about
being back after the national lockdowns?
It is much easier to be able to work directly with students when
answering questions and supporting them in their studies. It is
much more effective to be able to work directly in a classroom,
rather than through a computer screen. I think it shows how
beneficial being in a classroom can be. There were some positives to working from home, and it was good that we had the
capability to do so, but it isn’t a replacement for classroombased learning.
Finally, how do you think the House system contributes to the
student experience at GGS?
It provides lots of opportunities for leadership and healthy
competition. There is scope for student led activities and the
developments of a sense of community across the school.

SCHOOL
School House has been a fantastic House to be in. Despite the
fact that we’ve had our ups and downs, I can safely say that
we were one of the best forms this year! For example, we did
win Y8 Sports Day and one of us almost broke a school record
for the track event. We also have some of the highest achieving (academically) students in the year. At one point, there
was a robot brought into class created by one of our members.
If I recall correctly, it was called an Arduino Mecanum Wheels
Robot. Everyone was dumbfounded and I must say, it was one
of the proudest moments our form has had. Our form tutor
called him Einstein and not without reason. All in all, I was very
happy to be in the School form this year and I hope that next
year’s Y7s end up in it.
Anthony Pierzchala 8S
This school year has been different from other years due to
events such as the lockdown at Christmas and the year group
bubbles. Throughout the year, I think that the main thing
which we’ve missed out on is Extracurricular activities and
social contact which haven’t been able to take place due to
the COVID restrictions. Sports Day this year was smaller and
less interactive than previous years as only one year group at a
time was participating, which removed some of the competitiveness of previous years. When we return to school in September, the thing I am looking forward to most is being able to
go on School trips and resuming extracurricular activities.
Noah Whelan 9S

This year has been different as we have not been able to walk
through the school building like normal due to us being in bubbles. We also did not go on the Sponsored Walk which is a nice
tradition we do each year. Due to COVID, we missed out a
large proportion of education in our classrooms and as a result, we have learned a lot at home rather than at school. Next
year I look forward to a ‘normal’ school week where we can go
out of our bubbles and do all our usual yearly activities
(Sponsored Walk, Sports Day) as a whole school. The whole
working from home experience was tricky to begin with, but it
helped me build my independence and confidence in my own
work. These are useful skills to have in the future as they will
help me for the rest of my life.
Francis Olaleye 10S

MATHS CHALLENGE
Use the digits 0—9 (without repetition to fill in the blanks)

For everyone in Fleet, I hope that you have an enjoyable (and
safe) summer. I hope that you return in September refreshed
and excited about the opportunities ahead. Maybe some of
you can think of activities that you could like to lead to represent your House?
SC
Solution on back page
Gravesend Grammar School
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD
Term 6 Update
Both the Year 9 and Year 10 Bronze DofE cohorts have worked
hard this term planning the routes for their expeditions in
September and October, respectively.
Our Year 11 Silver DofE cohort are currently taking a long, well
-earned break and will restart their route planning and expedition training in September, with their expeditions planned for
the first week of the October half term break.
Last weekend, five Year 13 Gold DofE participants took part in
a refresher training weekend at Cobham Hall, preparing for
their Practice Expedition in the Peak District (at the end of
July) and Qualifying Expedition in Dartmoor (at the end of August). Fingers crossed for decent weather!

This academic year has certainly been a challenge for all of us.
Despite the numerous difficulties, I am truly proud of all the
DofE participants who have persevered with achieving their
Certificates of Achievement and preparing for their expeditions. They will achieve their full DofE once they complete
their expeditions.
I am grateful for the adult volunteers’ support throughout this
year, too: Mr Berry, Mr Humphrey, Mrs McLean, Mr Newman,
Mr Standen and Mr Townsend have been most helpful during
the after-school sessions.
KKP

Certificates of Achievement will be issued to all participants who have completed their
Skills, Volunteering and Physical sections at Bronze, Silver or Gold level, but have not
been able to do their expedition because of the pandemic. The accolade will be a formal
recognition, by the DofE, of the participants’ dedication to their programmes and everything they achieved through these three sections, as well as their resilience in coping
with the unprecedented events of this year.
Certificate of Achievement Recipients awarded since the last newsletter
Silver
Gold
Arun Jandu 11H
Olly Fox de Klerk 13AS
Naitan Negara 11D

CCF
We have been very pleased to have continued to parade and have taken
part in a small event ahead of Armed Forces Day. Mr Poon and a senior
cadet took part in the annual Fly a Flag for Armed Forces Day event, which
took place outside Woodville Halls in the rain unfortunately.
This term we have been working on reinforcing some of the theoretical
skills of nautical life, leading to the promotion of some of our existing cadets. We have also held recruitment events for our next intakes of the current Year 8 and 9 students. The lure of a chocolate banana was enough
apparently to encourage over thirty new cadets to sign up.
We look forward to welcoming all of our new intake properly in September
when they will be kitted out in their new uniforms.
We have several events planned already for next year (all being well) including a trip to Chatham Historic Dockyard and hopefully learning how to
run the Field Gun and we will be reporting about them in next year's newsletters.
CNW
Gravesend Grammar School
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LEST WE FORGET
WILLIAM GEORGE FISSENDEN
William George Fissenden was born on 20th March 1920. His
father was William Reuben Fissenden, a lorry driver, and his
mother was Catherine (née Davey). The first school that William attended was St James and Holy Trinity, Gravesend. In
1931 he moved to The County School for Boys. The School lists
William’s address as 101 Peacock Street, Gravesend. Whilst at
the School, William was in Hill House.
In 1936 William left the School and started work as a Lab Assistant at APCM, later moving to the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company. He volunteered in 1940 for the Royal Air Force Volunteer
Reserves, training in Canada and he joined 38 Squadron as a
Flight Sgt Observer.
In May 1940 the Squadron flew operations in support of the
British Expeditionary Force, carrying out night bombing raids

on the Channel ports and the Ruhr. In
November 1940 the Squadron was
sent to Fayid, Egypt. Night bombing
raids took place along the North Africa
coast, Greece and Yugoslavia.
William Fissenden was killed in action
in Egypt on 7th July 1941, age 20. He is
remembered at the Heliopolis War
Cemetery, Cairo, Egypt 2. G. 3.

CECIL IRONMONGER
Cecil Ironmonger was born on 31st
October 1898 in Strood. His father was
Thomas Henry Ironmonger, a Labourer, and his mother was Mary Ann. The
first school that Cecil attended was
Higham School. In 1909 he joined
GGS. The School’s Admission Register
lists Cecil’s address as 4 Telegraph Hill,
Higham.
In 1913 Cecil left the School and
served in the Royal Navy on the Dolphin in WWI. He was awarded the
Victory Medal and the British War
Medal. His brother, Frank, served in
WW1 with the Royal West Kent Regiment as a Corporal in the 2nd Battalion

and was killed in action on 30th October 1914 and he is remembered on the Menin Gate at Ypres. Another brother, Ira,
also served with the same regiment as a Lance Corporal 8th
Battalion. He, too, was killed in action on 26th September 1915
and is remembered on the Loos Memorial at Loos–en-Gohelle,
Pas de Calais.
In 1924 Cecil married Minnie Elizabeth Targett and they had
two children. In the 1930 Kelly’s Directory he is listed as a
Confectioner at 29 Queen Street, Gravesend. When the WWII
began, Cecil re-enlisted with the Royal Navy as a Chief Engine
Room Officer, joining HMS Picotee.
On 12th August 1941 HMS Picotee was hit by a torpedo from a
U-boat, U-568, while on convoy escort duty in the North Atlantic. The ship sank about 70 miles south of Iceland. Cecil Ironmonger was 43 years old. He is remembered at Chatham Naval Memorial Panel 46, 2

ERNEST WAKEFIELD
Ernest Wakefield was born on 5th November 1918 in
Strood. His father was William Spalding Wakefield, a Foreman
Engineer at Electrical and Cables works (probably Henley’s),
and his mother was Bessie (née Flello). The first school that
Ernest attended was Dover Road, Gravesend. In 1927 he
moved to GGS. The School records Ernest’s address as 151
Park Avenue, Northfleet.
Whilst at the School, Ernest was in Downs House, he was a
Prefect in 1936-1937, played for the 1st XV Rugby Team, was
awarded Full Colours and was Junior and Senior Swimming
Champion. Two older brothers also attended the school, Sidney (born 1914) and Richard (born 1915).
In 1936 Ernest left the School and started work at Unilever. He was a member of a local Amateur Dramatic Group,
the Hartley Players. He left Unilever and went to Teacher
Training at King Alfred’s College, Winchester. In July 1940

Gravesend Grammar School

Ernest enlisted in the Royal Air Force
Volunteer Reserves. After training, he
joined 218 Squadron as a Pilot Officer
(Observer). 218 Squadron flew in Vickers Wellingtons from Marham, as part of
No 3 Group of Bomber Command.
On 15th August 1941, Ernest Wakefield
failed to return after a bombing raid
over Hanover, Germany. He was 22
years old. He is remembered at Becklingen Cemetery.
Ernest Wakefield was in the same Form
as Eric Dawson, who was also killed in
action in WWII.
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GGS SPORT
Well what a year… through all of the challenges and difficulties that have been thrown up by the global pandemic, I have
been absolutely delighted by the progress that has been made
this academic year in our extracurricular sport. The foundations have been laid by the hard work, energy and enthusiasm
of students and staff and it is testament to everyone involved
that has seen some incredible numbers of students taking part
in training across a number of sports and even at the very
back end of the year in getting some inter-school fixtures
across the line.
It has been tremendous to see so many of our GGS extracurricular sports continue to improve and programmes building
in readiness for September. The Sixth Form Girls Sport has
been a triumph and we enter the Sisters n Sport National Netball Competition in September and welcome not one, but two
staff Coaches who will drive the programme forwards. The
GGS Basketball Academy under the tutelage of Mr Tong is
setting the standard in their application to training, work rate
and the way in which the team are GGS sporting culture and I
look forward to fixtures returning for the boys as of September. The Senior Football team has been selected for next season with Mr Clements and Mr Dymott excited as the boys look
to embark on another league and cup season at U18 level at
our new home ground at Old Gravesendians. The rugby programme continues to develop even without the traditional
inter-school fixtures this past season, with Mr Papworth as
the school’s Head of Rugby Development alongside the rest of
the school rugby teaching staff helping to develop students'
understanding of the game and skills. Our school Hockey and
Cricket programmes have taken great strides forwards, with
Mr Stanley (Head of Hockey) and Mr Stock (Head of Cricket)
enhancing equipment, facilities and training. Badminton will
be back up and running as soon as possible in the new year, as
well as Golf, Swimming and more to make a comeback!
We have implemented analysis sessions into our Basketball
and Rugby programmes with video film being taken in training
via our VEO and Sports Mast Cameras. Students are benefitting from the enhanced knowledge and understanding that
comes from self-reflection and review through the HUDL analysis tool, as our use of technology in school sport provides
experiences that are in line with high level professional sport
and this is an area that will continue to be developed over the
coming months and years at GGS.

The Athletic Development Centre is an incredibly exciting project which is very much close to completion. All being well, the
refurbishment will be completed and ready for September.
Already there have been regular 7am sessions, with just under
100 students reaping the rewards of hard work, expertise and
the facilities on offer. We look forward to welcoming Mr Newman as our Head of Athletic Development in the new academic year.

Mr Papworth with members of the Senior Rugby Squad at
a 7am Strength & Conditioning session
Although minimal in number, we managed to get a few inter
school fixtures in the book, with the Y7 and Y8 cricket teams
picking up massive wins against Chislehurst & Sidcup and the
Y9 and 10 teams were unfortunate that our other planned
fixture against rivals Dartford GS never got off the ground.
Some outstanding individual performances were matched by

Matthew Bailey 8S finished 52 not out vs Chislehurst & Sidcup as
the U13s won by 59 runs

HUDL analysis
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incredible teamwork and effort, the future looks bright for the
cricket programme at GGS - thank you and well done to the
150+ boys that have been engaged in team training and internal school fixtures.
It was with great pleasure that we were able to run Sports Day
this year, albeit through Year Group bubbles away from the
traditional all-school format. The events were a great success,
with House engagement and participation incredibly high and
a number of new school Sports Day records were set in relays
and within individual races. Congratulations to Jayden Adetiba
(7CC), Josh Barnes (Y12) and Rita Bodunrin (Y12) who have
Respect, Friendship, Hard Work, Exploration
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written their names in the annals of Sports Day History, particularly
Josh Barnes who now holds the Y9, Y10 and Y12 record in the
200m, a phenomenal achievement.
I would like to thank all of the parents and guardians who have
been right behind school sporting programmes throughout this
academic year. It has been wonderful to see the buy-in of students

Year 9 100m Relay out of the blocks
to our extracurricular sporting programmes and as ever the
dedication of staff before, during and after school as well as
on Saturdays and during holidays, this lays the foundations
for what I am sure will be a terrific 21/22. I look forward to
seeing you all on the sidelines supporting next season as
things return to something like normal as of September.
Onwards!
Mr P Foreman
Head of Sport & Physical Education

Presentations at Sports Day

GGS SPORTS FIXTURES WEBSITE
As of September we will be rolling out our brand new GGS
Sports Fixtures website through the SOCS Sports System. This
will keep an up to date list of all sporting fixtures, results,
dates, locations and more and is accessible to be downloaded
to ios and android devices. Furthermore, calendars can be
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linked to phones to give parents, students and staff the opportunity to plan for the year ahead. More information will be
sent out via an intouch email before the end of the year and in
early September.
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BASKETBALL
Basketball Academy Trials Week 2021
This year’s annual Senior Basketball
Academy Trials took place from Tuesday
8th to Friday 11th July, with over 30
student-athletes competing for spots in
next season’s Senior 1st and 2nd teams. The week was packed full of
action with outstanding talent on display throughout every session.
Students have now been assigned to their squads for next year and
early pre-season preparations have begun. We are all very excited
for the new season to begin in September, where the Basketball
Academy will compete in a range of leagues, cups and exhibition
games and tournaments. We are also very excited to be launching
our new Under 16 Development Academy in September to continue
to build on the fantastic player development pathway we now have
at Gravesend Grammar School.
Friendly vs The John Fisher School
Friday 16th July saw the Senior 1st Team travel away to The John
Fisher School for their first ever competitive fixture. Whilst we came
away with a narrow loss against a strong side, our student-athletes
competed hard for the whole game and fought until the very end.
This was an invaluable learning opportunity for our students as we
head into Summer Camp and our pre-season preparations in September. There is no doubt that this experience will motivate the
team and make them a much better side when the 2021/22 season
kicks off next academic year.

JT
Captain’s Wrap-Up
“Whilst this year has been very disruptive due to COVID, I feel like the
launch of Gravesend Grammar School Basketball Academy has been
a great success. Everyone has bought into what we are trying to do
here and I feel like the foundations have been set in stone. Looking
forward to next year, I am very excited and I feel we have the squad
to win some silverware.”
Kwame Oware Agyeman
“COVID has made this year a rollercoaster ride of ups and downs.
The journey throughout this 1st year has been tough but exciting.
After Senior 1st Team selections, everything is on the up and the
season next year is going to be competitive. Believe me when I say
that we will be winning regularly next year.”
Ben Bates-Pratley
“It has been a very successful year in the sense that we have established a strong foundation for the future. We have progressed tremendously as individuals but more importantly as a team. We are
looking forward to our pre-season camp in summer and are ready to
use that as a platform to strongly kick off what will be our first of
hopefully many successful seasons to come as a Basketball Academy.”
Daniel Ogunbambo

CRICKET
With the Cricket season being decimated by the current restrictions our students have shown incredible commitment to
training and internal fixtures. This commitment was rewarded
in our first competitive fixtures of the year against Chislehurst
and Sidcup Grammar School. Sadly, due to isolation we were
unable to field an under 14s and 15s side. Despite this, the
Under 12s and 13s both put in excellent team performances showcasing all of the work they have put
in over the last ten weeks. The Under 12s demonstrated their competence in the field and their ability
to run between the wickets to secure a 66 run victory. The Under
13s scored an impressive 170 runs
off of their twenty overs with a half
century from Matthew Bailey and a
superb 49 from Owen Walton. A
big run chase by the opposition
was cut significantly short by an
assured bowling performance
meaning a winning margin of 59 runs.
Training has continued and students have used this challenging time to develop their skills and lay the foundation for following years. The commitment the students have shown has
been a testament to the positive attitude they have brought to
training each week.
Our Key Stage 3 cricketers have also been taking part in a 6s
Tournament. The students have played in their semi-finals and
have now progressed to either the 1st place final or the 3rd
place final.
In the first semi-final, the Stingrays took on the Falcons. After
Gravesend Grammar School

a close run chase, the Stingrays fell short of the target by 5
runs. The second semi-final saw the Stags take on the Panthers. With another close run chase and the Stags needing
four runs of the final ball to win. It was the Panthers who
snuck home by two runs.
All four teams are eagerly awaiting the final week of term to
compete in their finals. If the first round of matches are anything to go by then we are in for a treat in the final week.
This season has not been ideal: however, the smiles at training
and the camaraderie that has been built has been a delight to
see. I am sure that next year will be an even more enjoyable
season with the foundations of this year and a full fixture list.
Mr Stock
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RUGBY
GGS Rugby 20-21 Review
As we look back at the season that never was, we can reflect
on the dedication, commitment and development shown from
all of our students at GGS. Our KS3 groups have made a really
positive start with the Y7s continuously having numbers of 60+
at training and with excellent skill shown at the House Rugby
competition and the internal “May Day Fixture”, the future for
this year group is very exciting. Our Y8 side have progressed
exponentially this year, the skill set and knowledge of the
game is far ahead of the curve from what is expected this early
on in their rugby pathway, particularly given the difficulties of
time away from school and training. With the inclusion for the
first time in the School’s Sports Magazine National competition next season, we look forward to seeing the boys progress
next season and beyond.
In KS4, the Y9 group have now entered the Athletic Development Programme, attending Strength and Conditioning sessions in the mornings, learning functional movements and
how it is applied to improve their rugby performance. Numbers have been fantastic and the effort shown so early on is
impressive. With National and Kent Cup fixtures in place next
year there is a real excitement for a good cup run from this
impressive group of players.
Our Senior Squad this year has made sure that pandemic did
not stop them from improving week on week. With regular
S&C sessions, testing each player physically and mentally as
well as being challenged on the rugby field by the teaching
staff, the whole squad has applied themselves across the year
and we are delighted for the boys as they step into block fixtures as of September.
Harvey Dean: Senior Rugby 1 XV Captain 21/22
Despite being a disrupted year, it has been a really good end to
the season as we prepare for next year. Joining the three senior year groups together and meeting new team mates has
made training more productive and enjoyable for all of us, especially now that we are progressing hugely in each session.
Going forwards we hope to be really successful next season
with a high win rate and developing as individual players - the
introduction of our analysis software has been a brilliant tool
to help players understand the game further and I can’t wait to
see this team develop and be ready to get going in September.
Olamide Sodeke: Y11
Obviously, due to covid, the rugby season was pretty much
written off but that didn't act as a hindrance for the development of our squad. Boys from all different age groups have
been dedicated to attending morning S&C sessions and on field
training - this is a real example of the ethos and values we are
trying to achieve going forward with rugby at GGS.
Personally I have really enjoyed the morning sessions in the
gym and developing physically alongside my skill set.
I hope that the 1st XV next season can show what we have
learnt and be very competitive against all of our opposition - it
will also be nice to watch us develop and be interesting to see
how far we can progress in the competitions we have entered.
Robin Singh Yr10
Rugby this year has been an incredible experience. I started off
this year very new to the sport of rugby but with Mr Papworth's selfless commitment to the team and willingness to

support us I feel like I have been playing rugby for years. This
year has been hard work personified with the vigorous
strength and conditioning sessions to the non-stop skills sessions. This has been a complete new system to what I am used
to and a complete new pace at which the whole team is improving. Going forward I am hoping to continue to play rugby
at this school for another few years through to Year 13 where I
seek a new experience at university, hopefully not leaving the
sport of rugby behind me.
This being my first year at Gravesend Grammar School, it has
been a privilege to be involved with all of our year groups this
season. The fixture list is now locked in and full and the excitement is already building for next season. I have no doubt that
all the rugby teams at GGS will continue to develop, with the
community of the school becoming stronger through rugby
and the way in which GGS boys represent themselves and
their fellow pupils.
Mr Papworth
Head of Rugby Development

st
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DOWNS DOMINATION AT NEW LOOK SPORTS DAY 2021
2021 saw a new look Sports Day structure where year groups completed separately. The new set up created great drama as
each year group’s competition went down to the final race. There was some outstanding athletics on show across all the year
groups and lots of fun had by all.
Downs won 3 of the 4 Sports Day competitions for Years 7, 9 and 12. There was a tie for 1st place in the Year 8 competition
between School and Cliff. The Year 10 competition has been postponed which will have an impact on the final results.
Once the total scores have been added up the Sports Day Winners for 2021 will be revealed in the final Celebration Assemblies.
Winning House by year group
Year 7 - Downs House
Year 8 - Cliff/ School House
Year 9 - Downs House
Year 10 - Postponed
Year 12 - Downs House
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TERM DATES FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2021—2022
TERM 1:

TERM 2:
TERM 3:

TERM 4:
TERM 5:
TERM 6:

Wednesday, 1st September—Staff INSET Day
New Year 7 Induction Day
Start: Thursday, 2nd September (Week 1)
Finish: Friday, 15th October
Start: Monday, 1st November
Finish: Tuesday, 21st December
Start: Wednesday, 5th January 2022
Finish: Friday, 11th February
Start: Monday, 21st February
Finish: Friday, 1st April
Start: Tuesday, 19th April
Finish: Friday, 27th May
Start: Monday, 6th June
Finish: Friday, 22nd July

250 CLUB
Please see below for the May winners:1st prize - number 150 £205.56, member since 2018
2nd prize - number 251 £112.13, member since 2020
3rd prize - number 338 £56.06, member since 2016
Contribution to school - £373.75

not a previous winner
3rd prize - number 27 - £56.25, member since 2018, not
a previous winner
Contribution to school - £375.00
Thank you to everyone for your ongoing support.

Please see below for the lucky winners drawn in June:1st prize - number 72 - £206.25, member for over 20
years, previous winner
2nd prize - number 110 - £112.50, member since 2010,

Barbara Dumaisnil
250 Club Coordinator

MATHS CHALLENGE SOLUTION
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