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LOOKING TO THE FUTURE
I am writing this on 17th May—notable because easing of
some of the National lockdown restrictions starts today. Students are no longer required to wear face coverings at school
from today. Whilst seen as necessary in mitigating against the
spread of the virus, they have been restrictive and uncomfortable when worn over such a long length of time. Lockdown is
not over and students and staff are still testing themselves
twice a week and many of the control measures are still in
place. Thankfully the vaccine seems to be doing its job with
deaths and hospitalisations plummeting and the infection rate
very low in Gravesham.
Students in Years 11 and 13 are currently involved in their
Summer Control Assessments. These assessments will go towards their final GCSE and A-level grades. Students have
worked very hard to overcome any disadvantages that the
lockdown has produced and I am hopeful that they will have a
very strong set of results.
Extra-curricular activities have restarted this term. More students than ever are taking part in school sport and it was a
pleasure to witness year groups playing full contact rugby
again on a Saturday and the Senior squads winning trophies in
local touch competitions. Basketball is going from strength to
strength under coach Mr Tong and likewise cricket led by another new member of staff, Mr Stock. The Combined Cadet
Force and the Duke of Edinburgh scheme have started again
and several exciting trips and visits are currently being
planned. Music and Drama have a number of groups and it is
only a matter of time before they will be back performing on
stage.
I am really excited to
announce that next
term students and
staff will be taking
part in the legendary
sponsored walk. Our
13 mile sponsored
walk is a challenging
walk around the Kent
countryside out towards
Nurstead
Court, over to Cobham, down to Shorne and the long foot
path back to Gravesend. Last year was the first year the walk
had been cancelled for over 30 years (it had been postponed
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before due to foot and mouth disease or in one case a threatened violent thunderstorm but never cancelled) and it will be
a momentous occasion to resume this fine history.
We will be having Prize Giving celebrations next term, albeit in
a truncated form. Sadly guests will not be invited but we plan
to live stream the event so that everybody will be able to enjoy this important occasion.
The School received the sad news
that actor Paul Ritter had died at the
age of 54. Paul (Simon Adams as he
was known at school) was a former
student and certainly made his mark
at GGS in script writing and acting.
Many former students took time to
contact me and everyone was effusive in their praise for their friend
and his talent.
GGS appeared on the ITV news recently. Former student, Elliott Reid,
who has been proactive in creating media content regarding
the teaching of Black History in schools, was interviewed in the
school and filmed delivering one of his inspiring lessons. We
have maintained a close relationship with Elliott over the years
and his work on wellbeing and Black History has been clearly
beneficial to the students.
I am so proud of
how hard our staff
work. Having to
navigate through
the ever changing
systems and processes decreed by
the DFE is hard but
the way that they
have gone above
and beyond has
been humbling. 15
members of staff during the Easter break gave up their time to
pick litter off the school grounds one Thursday morning. It was
fantastic that the staff felt able to give up their time, if a little
sad that students cannot get their litter to the bin!!
MDM
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STAFF NEWS
OBITUARIES
SIMON PAUL ADAMS (20 December
1966 – 5 April 2021), known professionally as actor Paul Ritter. He
attended GGS between 1980-1985.
He had roles in films including Son
of Rambow (2007), Quantum of
Solace (2008), Harry Potter and the
Half-Blood
Prince
(2009),
and
The
Eagle (2011), as well as television
programmes including Friday Night
Dinner (2011–2020), Vera, The Hollow Crown, The Last Kingdom, and Chernobyl.
Our thoughts are with his family at
this sad time.

TIM MAUNDER
We have also sadly learned of the death
of Mr Tim Maunder, former music teacher at GGS between 1996 and 2002,
where he ran the orchestra, the jazz orchestra and choir, playing for productions of Bugsy Malone in 1998 and Oliver
in 2000. He also played the role of Fagin
in Oliver.
Our
thoughts are with his
family at this sad time.
Our picture shows Tim
leading the Jazz Orchestra
at one of our Band & BBQ
event in 2000.

HEAD STUDENT REPORT
At long last, the new Head Student Team is finally in the process of being elected. Candidates have put forward their manifestos, as well as a short two minute video to persuade staff
and students as to why they should vote for them, and last
week a vote was held. It should not be long now before interviews are held, and the successful candidates are called into
Mr Moaby’s office to be given the good news.
While the process can be stressful, I want to offer my best
wishes to all those that put themselves forward and the best
of luck.
Meanwhile, following SCAs (Summer Controlled Assessments

as part of the Covid alternative to A level and GCSE processes), exam years have finished school (or are close to doing so),
and students are looking forward to a long and relaxed summer. For some it is the last time they will be at Gravesend
Grammar School, and I wish them well in the future on behalf
of the school.
In the next report, you should be hearing from our new Head
Student and their team, so I will leave it here for now.
Tom Davies
Head Student 2020-2021

Hustings for the 2021-2022 Head Student Team took place at the end of Term 5 and the new team will be announced shortly.

CHARITY
On Friday 9th July 2021 the school will be holding a nonschool uniform day in aid of raising money and awareness for
Prostate Cancer UK. Prostate Cancer UK is a charity that raises
money to help fund the research and development of a treatment for this condition. They have already invested millions to
find better treatments and better tests that can spot fastgrowing cancers early, and could be used in a screening programme to save thousands of lives. Here are some statistics to
show how serious this disease is: 1 in 8 men will get prostate
Gravesend Grammar School

cancer in their life in the UK. This statistic means that roughly
170 male students/staff in our School will be affected by prostate cancer in their lifetime. That is almost an entire year
group! It is of utmost importance that you help support this
research to help prevent such a disease. If you would like to
donate, there will be a collection bucket at the front desk in
reception and any amount will be much appreciated.
Josh Barnes 12KG
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CAREERS NEWS
Year 12 have had a full programme of Careers sessions this
term covering a range of topics and hearing from a variety of
speakers from Higher Education and employment. We started
with a talk on choosing a course and university presented live
by video call from Portsmouth University and followed up during enrichment with a guided session on Unifrog. Students
were directed to different Unifrog tools to enable them to
conduct meaningful research appropriate for their future
plans and stage of decision making.
• Considering University options – Subject Library or UK
Universities search tool
• Considering work or apprenticeship – Career library
or Apprenticeship search tool
• Unsure of future plans – Interests & Personality quiz
or Career Library

down.
Throughout the term I have been conducting individual career
guidance interviews with Year 12 students who have requested one and this will continue through Term 6. Any student
who would like to be seen can request an appointment by
email.

Year 10 have been invited to undertake an open programme
of online work experience this year and several students have
already completed placements either in the Easter break or
for single days in term time. The variety of placements undertaken has ranged from finance and banking to sustainable construction, coding, engineering and healthcare. Placement options being taken up over the next month up include: Architecture, Business, Railway Engineering and Environmental Science. There are lots of placements available across our two
recommended platforms, Springpod and Speakers4Schools
with new options coming online regularly. One Year 10 student was a prize winner in a competition as part of his placement. He said “The competition was amazing! It was really
worth it and I would definitely do it again.” I recommend that
all Year 10 and 11 students now sign up for a placement of
some kind as they will make a fantastic addition to their CV or
future university application.

In the following weeks separate series of talks for university
and work and apprenticeship options were delivered by video
and live video call. University sessions covered writing a personal statement by Jane Marshall – Optimising Futures, student finance by City University and using virtual tours, taster
courses and live student chat resources. Work & Apprenticeships included an introduction to Apprenticeships and the recruitment process; ‘Where & How to find Vacancies’ presented by The Education People; Insights and Q&A with four former students who are going or have recently been through an
apprenticeship. This last session was particularly informative Jenny Douse
with students working in Marketing, Accountancy and Scien- Careers
tific Research and sharing their experiences of the application (dousej@gravesendgrammar.com)
process, balancing work and study, and working through lock-

CONGRATULATIONS!

MATHS CHALLENGE
You have five cards with a
different odd number on
each. Arrange these into
a pair of two-digit numbers with one card left on its own. Multiple the two-digit
numbers and subtract the remaining card. For example:

CONGRATULATIONS to Hadley Thompson (13SC) who has
gained an Army Officer Scholarship after attending the Army
Officer Board. He is pictured here with Mr Moaby and
Mr Pallant
Gravesend Grammar School

This calculation gives 732. Can you find an arrangement of
this form which leads to an answer where every digit is the
same?
Solution on back page
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PILLARS OF SUCCESS
At Gravesend Grammar School our hope for our students is for
them to step into their future life as good citizens and successful in every endeavour they undertake, be it academic or vocational.
As we know, success does not happen overnight; it takes hard
work and dedication over a period of time. With the introduction of the School’s Pillars of Success ‘app’ we have devised a
merit system that will engage our KS3 students in the business
of applying themselves to Gravesend Grammar School’s four
key fundamental principles of success which will help them
achieve their greatest potential within their everyday school
life. The ‘app’ will guide our students with the help of suggestions and ideas on how to engage within the ethos of each
Pillar. Students can record their good actions on line or via
their phone then at the end of each term have the opportunity
to be nominated for the Pillars of Success Trophy. Nominations for the Pillars of Success Award will take place at the end
of every term giving every KS3 student the opportunity to
challenge and develop themselves and be recognised for it.
It’s proving to be a very popular guidance and merit system
amongst our KS3 students and already we have this term’s Y7
and Y8 winners! Well done to all students who participated
and congratulations to the winners and the runners -up.

(A special thank you to Mr D Humphrey who helped me set
this up with his IT expertise!)
Mrs Rathore Senior KS3 Tutor
A few words from some of our Key Stage 3 students:
How the 4 Pillars of GGS have helped me When I was initially introduced to the four Pillars of GGS, they
were just four words on a page; hard work, respect, exploration and friendship.
As I have progressed in Year 7, I now see the Pillars at work
everywhere around the school. You just have to believe in
them. The friendships I'm forging with my peers and my
teachers are strengthening my confidence, enabling me to
dare to strive for goals I once believed above and beyond my
limits. This school has taught me to respect the efforts of others around me: the teachers and the time they put in; my
peers, together we are building our futures; but importantly
Gravesend Grammar School

myself and my talents as well, resulting in me exploring my
interests, helping me try new activities such as debate society,
hockey, cricket, which were all new to me.
Hearing the echoes of the Pillars throughout the school makes
me want to work hard at all that I do, no matter how I find it,
to raise my standards and strive for success with the
knowledge that I am now part of a community working symbiotically to realise our potential.
Paras Chodha 7PJC
Pillars Of Success!
Hello! My name is Jan—I am in Year 7 and would like to tell
you about Pillars of Success. Recently, the staff at Gravesend
Grammar School have released a special Pillars of Success app.
I’m pretty sure you already know about it but I would like to
encourage people to use it. This is a platform where you can
reflect on and improve your past contributions.
I think this is a great tool to use! And it isn't hard to achieve
one of those Pillars! It could be anything from opening a door
for a teacher to helping a friend. Ever since this app has been
launched I have used it to store my data. If you haven't tried it,
I recommend you do. By using this app properly, you win prizes and rewards! This week two Year 7 students are being nominated for a Pillars of Success trophy—so it is worth using the
Pillars of Success app.
Jan Kilmasara 7 PJC
The Pillars of Success application is a wonderful tool to record your progress
The Pillars of Success application is a wonderful tool to record
your progress in the four Pillars in our school: Respect, Friendship, Hard Work and Exploration. They each represent success
in a certain endeavour.
Once you have completed your action and have had it validated by a member of staff, you will need to submit it on a
Google Form. This can be found on the main page of the application. First, you will need to categorise your accomplishment.
A ‘Respect’ action would be something along the lines of, for
example, holding the door open for a teacher, making sure
you present and wear your uniform in the correct way, picking up litter, organising your textbooks etc. Friendship would
be reciprocating kindness and support with your peers, respecting others’ cultures and beliefs, displaying sincerity, and
related deeds. Hard Work could be continuous good grades or
effort, demonstration of excellent participation or a healthy
working attitude. Exploration could be from regularly attending an extra-curricular club to trying something completely
new.
Participating in this will help you increase and sustain positivity. It is fundamental to uphold these values not just in school,
but in life in general; you will need to respect the people
around you; you will need to be kind and honest towards others; hard work will result in a better outcome; exploring and
expanding your horizons will widen your skill set.
Rio Imuere 7HNW
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Term 5 Pillars of Success—
Year 7 and Year 8 Runners-Up

Patrick Chenu 7PJM, says
I am writing this to tell everyone why I think this merit
system is a great way to award students for their positive actions. The Pillars of Success application allows you
to log events that you think will get you nominated for
the award.
You can log things such as clubs (perhaps a sport club or
other extra curricular clubs ).You can log something for

every pillar including RESPECT, HARD WORK, EXPLORATION and FRIENDSHIP. Respect for yourself and others. Hardwork from you . Exploration such as SC (Stretch
and Challenge). Friendship for everyone.
What is success? Success is the state or condition of
meeting a defined range of expectations, in this case the
‘Pillars of Success’ . With the Pillars of Success I learned
to push myself in all areas because: ‘He who is not courageous enough to take risks will accomplish nothing in
life ` Muhammad Ali . Using the Pillars of Success I was
able to achieve: going to many clubs such as rugby and
hockey; reading one million words this term and being
A FEW WORDS FROM THE WINNERS
awarded a badge and certificate for doing so; I earned 50
merits and star pupils for hard work in lessons for this
year and am nearing 100; I was able to win a poetry
competition for the school alongside my friends, Yallavan and Rio, just two of the students who also won an
award. I also competed in both contact and non-contact
rugby tournaments. The Pillars also remind me to be polite and helpful towards my teachers and peers and also
to ensure that everyday I am tidy, presentable and honour my school uniform and badge. All in all the Pillars
are a fine way of getting students to push themselves to
achieve new and daunting accomplishments, they
Finley Hampson—Pugh 8S
would not normally have fulfilled without the Pillars of
It was an honour to receive this award. The Pillars of Suc- Success.
cess ethos has helped me to become a better student in
all areas. My confidence has grown and having the ‘app’
means I can record my achievements easily.
I recommend that all students take the opportunities
given to them by this school and work hard at being
good. Hard work and effort are always rewarded. It was
an honour to receive the award from our Headteacher
Mr Moaby. Thank you to the Key Stage 3 Senior Leadership team: Mrs Rathore, Mrs Shutt and Mr Rapley.
Gravesend Grammar School
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CORONAVIRUS

Boxes of Lateral Flow Tests ready to be distributed
The latest batch of test kits ready to be distributed.
We are currently expecting to be distributing testing kits to students every two and a half weeks until the end of Term 6.
Please upload your test results to TestRegister, and then to the Government website and continue to test and upload your result to https://testregister.co.uk over half-term.
The Department for Education say: testing continues to play a crucial role, in and out of classrooms, in our fight against COVID19. Staff and students are encouraged to report the results of their tests. Reporting test results can be done simply and quickly,
from mobiles, online or by phone, and should be completed straightaway. Reporting not only supports contact tracing in the
event of a positive case but also assists our understanding of community rates of infection.
To help in communicating the importance of testing and reporting, we have produced a blog on why reporting your test result is
as important as taking a test, featuring further guidance and common questions. This also includes details on financial support
available to parents whose children are asked to self-isolate after contact with a positive case.

DEBATING SOCIETY
Year 8 Debating Society meets every Wednesday lunchtime in
Room 220.
A new topic for debate is selected every week, with time given
to prepare arguments before commencing our debate.
The topics that we cover vary; some are based on current
affairs with others a little more light hearted (will we ever all
agree about the pronunciation of ‘scone’?).
Over the last fortnight we have debated whether the British
Government was correct to follow through with Brexit and
different view-points on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
I’ve been so impressed with the maturity and knowledge displayed by students in their contributions to our debates. Their

ability to listen and respond to their opposition has enabled us
to have a range of well-informed discussions.
When I asked some of our current members why they enjoy
attending debate society these were their responses:
‘We like to argue a lot’
‘Life is a controversial mystery that we would like to find the
answer to through debate’
‘Fun, enjoyable and good to debate relevant topics’.
We are always open to new members—if you are interested in
joining Year 8 Debate Society then please let me know!
Miss Chapman

BLACK HISTORY
On the 26th April Elliott Reid (an old boy of GGS) came into school to deepen our understanding of
other people, specifically of African descendancy. The session by Elliott was very eye-opening for
me. As somebody who doesn't look deep enough into the past of my culture, it was great to see
this cultural history from the minority's perspective, and to also change my understanding and
viewpoint of history as we know it. It was great to see the drive, the respect and the achievements
people like me had so long ago, continuing to hold up morals that we as a culture continue to hold
up today. It was a great opportunity and I would gladly put myself forward to learn more and I am
happy that now, all students at GGS will get to learn about these themes throughout their PSHE
programme. The session was filmed by ITV news and it was added on their social media platforms
and shown on TV during the Meridian local news.
Kofi Amo-Agyei Y11
Gravesend Grammar School
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HOUSE REPORT
When reflecting upon the past seven years as I leave GGS, it’s
without doubt that being part of ‘Downs House’ has played a
key role in the memories I have created here. From the initial
Open Day back in 2014, the first thing I found out was the
House and form I was going to be part of, which ultimately set
the pathway for my time at the school. With lessons such as
English, PE and PSHE, I was constantly surrounded by the same
peers that became great friends as a result of seeing them
everyday. In addition to this, House events were a great opportunity for everyone to become more united and were brilliant experiences which allowed everyone to utilise their
different skills and interests for a common goal of House
points. Being part of Downs House was really beneficial in
making friends outside of my year group and really helped me
to settle in much quicker as a new student to the school,
something that many new students are very fearful of when
joining.
Continuing the reflection on my memories from the younger
years, Curriculum Development Week was an exciting time
during the summer where the whole day was oriented around
a single subject. This involved a mix of educational learning
and fun activities, for example studying conspiracy theories in
History. However the most memorable was a Softball tournament in Year 11 where forms created a team and competed
throughout the day. The team I was part of went undefeated
and won the tournament and upon reflection, it was a brilliant
example of how the presence of Houses enabled students to
express themselves outside of the classroom. Further to this,
Sports Day was always a day that I looked forward to and was

another great example of the unity the House system evoked.
Students within the form would participate in different events
throughout the day and together we would all celebrate their
efforts and achievements when they returned to the classroom. It was always a really exciting occasion and marked the
day where the combined efforts from everyone across the
academic year were totalled, creating results and thus awarding a winning house.
For me personally, my favourite House event was the Sponsored Walk, it was a great opportunity to come together as a
house outside of the classroom environment. For this event,
everyone wore their PE polo shirt, therefore being part of a
yellow crowd as we went through the local villages and fields,
whilst contributing to local charities through sponsorships.
This is a great example of how the House system was both
highly influential and important for both the school and the
local community. As I summarise the years at GGS, being part
of Downs house has made up such a significant part of my
journey. It’s very interesting to know that I was part of a
House that has been present in the school since 1926, with the
Downs house originally comprising students from the North
Downs, located south of the Borough.
Ultimately, I have thoroughly enjoyed my time here at GGS
and being part of Downs house has created the opportunity to
express myself in an environment of competition, belonging
and friendship for which I am very grateful for.
Fraser Webb, Year 13JLL

WANTED!
GGS SPONSORED WALK 2021
VOLUNTEER WALKERS AND MARSHALLS NEEDED
If you are able to give a couple of hours of your time to either walk or marshal on our annual
Sponsored Walk on Friday, 16th July, we would be delighted to hear from you!
This year’s charities have been selected by our Houses and are:
Cliff—Dandelion Time
Downs—Teenage Cancer Trust
Fleet—Porchlight
Hill—Gravesham Foodbank
School—Ellenor
Town—British Heart Foundation

Please contact Sally Ashton on ashtons@gravesendgrammar.com for further details.

Gravesend Grammar School
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HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS, THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH
Press release from Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme:
We are greatly saddened to
hear of the loss of The Duke
of Edinburgh’s Award’s Patron and Founder, His Royal
Highness, The Duke of Edinburgh, and our thoughts are
with his family.
The Duke had a lifelong commitment to inspiring, empowering and developing young
people, and in setting up The
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, he has helped transform the lives
of millions of young people worldwide.
In the UK alone, 6.7 million young people have benefitted from
taking on the personal challenge of a DofE Award, setting
themselves up with the skills, confidence, and resilience to
make the most out of life and make a difference to the world
around them.

In the 65 years since His Royal Highness founded the charity,
the need for the DofE has never been greater, with young people facing unprecedented challenges and an uncertain future
due to COVID-19.
The DofE will continue the remarkable legacy of His Royal
Highness, working to make sure that all young people – and
especially those from marginalised groups – can benefit from
the better educational outcomes, employment prospects, community ties and stronger mental health the DofE can help support.
We’ll continue to work and grow together, going from strength
to strength in The Duke’s memory – ensuring that as many
young people as possible are able to do their DofE.

As a School, we are sure that the 254 students who have
achieved their Bronze and Silver Duke of Edinburgh Awards
since its introduction here are grateful for all the opportunities
the Scheme has given them.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD
Term 5 Update
As National restrictions are starting to be relaxed, this term we
are pleased to be able to restart training sessions for the September and October expeditions.
Both the Year 9 and Year 10 Bronze DofE cohorts are currently
undertaking expedition training after school, with the aim to
finish by the end of Term 6. Both cohorts will conduct final
training in September before the expedition weekends. Certificates of Achievement will be issued to all participants who
have completed their Skills, Volunteering and Physical sections

at Bronze, Silver or Gold level, but have not been able to do
their expedition because of the pandemic. The accolade will
be a formal recognition, by the DofE, of the participants’ dedication to their programmes and everything they achieved
through these three sections, as well as their resilience in
coping with the unprecedented events of this year.
KKP

In addition to the students listed in the last newsletter, Daniel Babarinde 11D has achieved the Bronze Certificate of Achievement since the publication of the last newsletter. Well done!

CCF
We
were
very
pleased that CCF
(RN) has been able
to return to parading this term. We
started with some
practical leadership
tasks to get back
into things. Cadets
were given several
tasks to complete
involving
crossing
minefields and acidic rivers. They had to come up with practical solutions whilst also demonstrating skills such as communication and leadership.
Current cadets have been involved in planning recruitment
activities for our next intake of cadets and looking at what
they wish to do to further develop themselves. We are hoping
that some of our current cadets will be able to go away on
Gravesend Grammar School

some camps and courses during the summer, learning new
skills such as paddle sports and sailing.
We are also looking to develop the leadership skills of our
senior cadets so that they can take charge of sessions next
year and be good role models to our new intake of cadets.
In Term 6 we have a
number of events
planned to recruit new
cadets from Years 8
and 9, further information will be sent
out shortly. If any students in Years 8 or 9
have any questions,
they should please
speak to Mrs Warner,
Mr Jesson or Mr Poon.
CNW
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“STICKS AND STONES WILL BREAK MY BONES BUT NAMES WILL NEVER HURT YOU”
walking home from school and being chased down and beaten up and
then handcuffed to a park gate and left to my own resources to try
and get free; being stabbed with a scalpel whilst in class when the
teacher decided to pop out for five minutes; pinned down and exposed to paper cuts simply for the amusement of the bullies.
I must’ve given away more of my pocket money than any other student. However, none of these examples deterred me from wanting to
go to school. I loved school and I loved connecting with people. My
real passion was telling jokes. I even got to perform at the end of year
show as a stand-up comedian, telling jokes that I’d heard on the TV.
Why am I telling you all this? Simple. Because I had a goal and that
meant nothing would come between me and my vision. I wanted to
act, tell jokes and perform in the West End. I wanted standing ovations and people complimenting me for a good job done. I would daydream about being this incredible pianist, making people emotional
through my music. To be blunt, my dreams were far bigger than the
issues I was facing in school.
Why did I never give up? Because deep down I felt sorry for the bullies. These were guys that probably faced similar circumstances at
home. Perhaps they had abusive siblings or parents who never cuddled them or said “I love you”? Even the fact that these kids thought it
was normal to behave the way they did said something. To be honest
it’s not my job to figure that out, only to find a way to stop it. That’s
exactly what I did. I found the secret formula; tell jokes! The moment
they started to bully me I would tell the latest gag I knew and watch
them laugh out loud. To be fair, it wasn’t always a sure-fire hit. Sometimes I was bullied for not making them laugh, but 97% of the time I
was doing OK.
After a while, the bullies just gave up and walked away. As a matter
of fact, two years after leaving school, I came face-to-face with one of
the bullies who had stabbed me in the arm. When I confronted him
about it, his boyfriend was shocked and sickened by his actions. The
bully broke down and cried in front of me, apologising profusely. I told
him I had forgiven him many years ago and that his apology was graciously accepted. He couldn’t look up because of his shame. He later
admitted he was fighting his sexuality and didn’t want anyone to
know in school.
So, telling jokes has made me the person I am today. I have toured
the globe making a living as a stand-up comic, performing in concerts
in prestigious venues, playing the lead role in West End musicals and
meeting some of the biggest stars on the planet. My passion for
laughter is that powerful, in recent months I purchased the biggest
comedy brand in the UK called Jongleurs and now support and produce comedy events all over the world.
So, what’s the difference between you and me? Nothing. If I can do it,
so can you. Oh, and next time you see someone being bullied, ask
yourself what the bully is going through too. Perhaps they are calling
out for help the only way they know how.
Stay strong, stay blessed, stay amazing.”
“Life has not always been easy for me; particularly school life which Kev Orkian
was extra hard. When I was in school, the terms now used by professionals like ADHD, ADD and Dyslexia were commonly known as “He If you are a victim of bullying or know a bully or someone who
talks too much, “He doesn’t listen very well”, “He’s a pleasant boy but
is being bullied or even if you find yourself bullying others,
doesn’t concentrate enough in class.”.
please don’t stay quiet. You are not alone. Talk to someone
What none of the teachers knew, was the dark side of what I was
going through in school. Now, don’t get me wrong, I’m certainly not you trust. Your teachers will always make time to listen to you
the first and I probably won’t be the last, but I struggled a lot in and get you the help you need.
school because of a certain few students who decided it was their
mission to make my life that little bit harder. These people are com- Mrs E Bouhamdi
monly known as bullies. I used to ask myself ‘what is it that I’m doing Academic Mentor
that’s causing them to react to me in such a hurtful and hateful Head of Cliff House
way?’ but I could never answer the question.
Examples of the bullying I endured, were things like: announcing it
was my birthday and being kicked so hard that they fractured my rib;

Do you remember someone telling you this? However, what if
you hear the same name over and over again and you are trying to ignore it? Sometimes you need a better coping strategy
and one of the best strategies is to use humour.
Did you have any nicknames for your teachers or friends at
school? Did they like their name? Did they use it themselves?
Did they even know? One of my science teachers was called
Mincey because he had birthmark on his neck that looked like
mince. Not a very nice name, but he used to sign his notes
“Mincey”. One of my friends was called Moog after a character
in the cartoon Wil ’O the Wisp. It wasn’t a nice name either
but the name stuck and he is still Moog, aged 50.
I was called an array of names: Sheepy, Wire-head, Brillo, BogBrush because of my hair and later when I lost my hair due to
chemo I was Humpty, Eggy and no doubt others. At first it was
hurtful, particularly as we can’t help our physical features, but
then I learnt to embrace it and I realised the names sometimes
were terms of endearment or to provoke a reaction. Laughing
back either stopped the name calling or showed I was stronger, and that the bullying – for that is what it is, would not
affect me.
Fortunately, at GGS we have worked hard to minimise bullying
or all types, but in the world that we live in, it still goes on,
especially online. Obviously on the first occasion, name-calling
needs nipped in the bud, but if it persists, how can you “rise
above it”? What if it isn’t only name-calling? It’s draining, souldestroying, persistent, not fair. It needs to stop. Can you just
laugh it off?
When my daughters were young,
they were lucky enough to perform
annually in the local Qdos pantomime. As a chaperone, I met the
wonderfully funny and talented
Kev Orkian. Kev has very kindly
written the following article especially for GGS. Kev is a BritishArmenian Musician, Comedian,
Actor, Business Entrepreneur and
Motivational Speaker. He has performed around the world from
New York City, Los Angeles and
Toronto to Dubai. Kev has starred in several West End shows,
has had his own show in the Edinburgh Fringe Festival and got
to the semi-finals of Britain’s Got Talent.
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LEST WE FORGET
BLISS, HARRY ALFRED
Harry Alfred Bliss was born on 6th August 1920 in Elham, Kent. His father
was Abraham Bliss, a newsagent, and
his mother, Annie. Harry's home address was 7 Zion Place, Gravesend at
the time he joined GGS in
1933. Whilst at the School, Harry was
in Hill House, he played for the 2nd XV
Rugby team, was awarded Half Colours
for swimming and won a Form Prize in
1938.
Harry left the School in 1937 and went to work as a Laboratory Assistant at the Northfleet Paper Mills. In the
1939 Census he is listed as living with his mother, by

then a widow, at 59 Raphael Road, Gravesend.
He enlisted in the Royal Air Force as a Sergeant Observer, flying with 148 Squadron. The Squadron was an active bomber squadron carrying out attacks on Axis bases
in Italy and Libya, first from Malta and later on from
Kabrit in Egypt to support the 8th Army in the North African Desert. Harry and his crew members flew Vickers
Wellington IC bombers.
On 5th June 1941, Harry’s aircraft failed to return from an
operational flight and he was listed as Killed in Action. He is remembered on the Alamein Memorial,
Egypt, Column 242.

CORY, LESLIE ERNEST PERCY
Leslie Ernest Percy Cory was born on 30th June 1914. His
father was Ernest William Cory, a Barge Owner, and his
mother was Alice. The first school that Leslie attended
was St James Church of England School, Gravesend. In
1925 he moved to Gravesend Grammar School. At the
time he was living at 8 St James Avenue, Gravesend.
In 1931 Leslie left the School and went to work at Imperial Chemical Industries, Millbank, London. He enlisted in
the Territorial Army with several work colleagues in
1935. In September 1939 he married Joan Kathleen
Rudd.
During World War Two Leslie enlisted in the Royal Artillery, joining 304 Battery, of the 27 Searchlight Regiment
as a Gunner, Service Number 2037960.
On 2nd June 1941, during the Battle for Crete, Leslie Cory
was Killed in Action, age 26. He was awarded the Military Medal posthumously for volunteering to bring back

a wounded man under fire in May 1941
near Canea, Crete.
The CITATION FOR MILITARY MEDAL BY
MAJOR VW VESEY: On the 2nd May
1941, at St Matthews Hill near Canes,
Crete, No.2037960 Gnr L E P Cory RA
answered the call for volunteers and he
with one other soldier brought in a
wounded Trooper of the Hussars lying
in a ravine some 800 yards away. The
rescue was carried out over open
ground under fire from snipers. I consider this man’s act,
and the devotion to duty, is very worthy of recognition.”
Leslie Cory is remembered at the Suda Bay War Cemetery, Crete 7. D. 6.

PASCOE, REGINALD GUNN
Reginald Gunn Pascoe was born on
30th November 1920 to William Pascoe, an Estate Agent, and his mother,
Alice. He attended was Cecil Road,
Primary School and joined GGS in
Town House in 1929. He lived at 45
Kent Road. Two older brothers also
attended the school, William (born
1911) and Douglas (born 1917). William was a Flight Sergeant in the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserves in World War Two and Douglas was a Flying Officer. Douglas was Killed in Action on 13th July
1942.
In 1937 Reginald left the School and became an Articled
Pupil. During World War Two he volunteered for the
Gravesend Grammar School

Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserves,
joining 263 Squadron as a Sergeant
Pilot, Service Number 927360. In 1941,
263 Squadron flew from RAF Filton
near Bristol.
On 11th June 1941, Reginald Pascoe’s
plane engine cut out and undershot
the runway on a forced landing, hitting
trees. His body was found on Cefn
Coed Farm Kingcoed, Llandenny, Monmouthshire. He was 20 years old and
was buried at Swanscombe Cemetery on 16th June 1941.
Reginald Pascoe was in the same Form as two other fellow students who were Killed in Action in World War Two
– Basil Wills-Sinclair and Thomas Wilson.

Respect, Friendship, Hard Work, Exploration

May 2021

Page 11

BASKETBALL

GGS SPORT

Return of Lunchtime Basketball Clubs
Lunchtime basketball clubs are back at Player Spotlight: Henry Field
Gravesend Grammar School for years 7
Henry is a first-class example of what it
-10! Attendance has been fantastic
means to be a student-athlete. Diligent in
since the return, with over 100 stuthe classroom with a great reputation for
dents getting involved across the varihis work ethic, he’s also a fantastic asset on
ous year groups. These sessions offer
the court. An outstanding rebounder with a
fun, games-based opportunities for students of all abilities to
nice finishing game around the rim, Henry
give basketball a try and develop their skills along the way. If
also brings immense intangible value with
you are interested in joining one of the lunchtime clubs,
his hustle, effort and selfless playing style.
please
don’t
hesitate
to
email
Mr
Tong
What were your first experiences with
(tongj@gravesendgrammar.com) who will get you signed up!
basketball and what is it about the sport
that you love the most?
“My first experience was watching highlights on my phone,
looking out for the crazy dunks and moves. From then on I just
picked up a basketball to see what I could do. The better I got,
the more I fell in love with the game. Nothing beats the feeling
of replicating what the pros can do”.
Which professional basketball team would you recommend
for our younger players to watch?
“I would definitely recommend the Brooklyn Nets. They have so
many great players that can do unbelievable things with a basketball. Younger players will be watching basketball non-stop if
they’re watching the Nets!”.
Who would make your all-time NBA starting 5?
A New Age for Basketball: Video Analysis
“Stephen Curry, Michael Jordan, LeBron James, Kevin Durant
and Shaquille O’Neal”.
The Basketball Academy is back in full swing at GGS as we pre- How has the Basketball Academy impacted you over the
pare for next season, and we are delighted to welcome our course of this year?
brand new video analysis programme.
“The Basketball Academy has allowed me to pursue my
sporting goals alongside my academics. The opportunity to
train and play at a high level whilst still prioritising school work
is great. The Academy has also helped me improve my teamwork and communication skills”.
Do you have any advice for younger students who may be
looking to get involved with the Basketball Academy in the
future?
“My advice to younger students would be to just go for it.
There’s nothing to lose and a lot to gain. Maybe they could be
Thanks to the generous support of our sponsors, The Bridge the next LeBron James!”.
Group, members of the Basketball Academy now have access
to state of the art video analysis software that allows us to
GGS Basketball Academy is
record and breakdown footage of training and games. This
proud to be sponsored by The
fantastic resource truly enhances the student-athlete experiBridge Group, an industry leadence and strengthens the development opportunities availaer in security and facility manble to our players.
agement services. Their generHead of Basketball, Mr Tong, commented “The Veo video
ous support allows the Basketanalysis system has been a game-changer for the programme.
ball Academy to offer its stuThe quality of game film is superb, and the footage not only
dent-athletes top-quality proviallows the players to reflectively analyse their performance, sions every day. To find out more about The Bridge Group and
but also provides additional insight into our development pri- their fantastic array of services, please visit their website at
orities. Video analysis has become an integral part of our train- https://www.thebridgegroup.uk.com/.
ing regime, whether it be through team sessions, one-to-one If you are interested in any of the basketball opportunities
coaching conversations or the unique ability to annotate and available at GGS, please contact Mr J Tong
draw on screen for student-athletes to watch in their own (tongj@gravesendgrammar.com) for further information.
time.”
Gravesend Grammar School
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CRICKET
After a two year absence of school cricket, the excitement to Internal Fixtures - Week Commencing 21st June
get back has been widespread. With the addition of two new Chislehurst and Sidcup Grammar School - Saturday 3rd July
bowling machines and outdoor nets, the facilities have provid- Dartford Grammar School - Saturday 10th July
ed the students with the tools to develop. Although the summer weather is yet to arrive, our students have been eager to
The fixtures bring a new
get back to training. Attendance for Year 7 training has passed
goal for the students as
the half century mark, closely followed by the Years 8 and 9s,
they enter into term 6.
who have both seen superb numbers to training. The enthusiThe staff are excited to
asm and hard work from the students has meant that expectasee cricket fully resume
tions for the future of GGS Cricket are continuing to rise.
which signals the restart
The easing of lockdown measures brings hope that the stuof competitive fixtures at
dents will be able to showcase their skill against tough local
GGS.
opposition. We currently have two confirmed fixtures after
BS
June 21st:

GOLF
Golfing Success Continues at GGS
Lucas Dennison’s (10T) excellent form has
seen him selected for the England Schools
South England Team to play in the National Championships later this year
Huge congratulations to GGS Old Boy, Ollie Lewis-Perkins (GGS 2013-2020), who is
currently studying at Lee University, Tennessee as an academic scholar, on a business and finance degree.
The College/University play golf in the
NCAA Gulf South Conference and since
arriving he has become one of the top
players winning ‘Freshman of the week’ on
multiple occasions. Ollie has just been voted ‘Freshman of the
Year’ and awarded Men’s Golf Collegiate 1st team honours,
which is the first time in programme history that this has happened.

To top that, the University Gold Team played in The Southern
Area NCAA Div 2 collegiate championships, combining Southern and South East Regions (17 teams) and Ollie led the team
scoring to secure Lee University their maiden collegiate championships in history. They now progress to the ‘All USA’ Collegiate finals being held at the PGA National, Palm Beach, Florida (where they play the Honda Classic). We wish Ollie all the
best as he continues on his sporting journey.

HOCKEY
Hockey has taken a brief hiatus in Terms 5 and 6 to make way
for our summer sports. Hockey will return in full swing in September with training, house competitions and fixtures which
will start after Christmas.
Hockey kits for next season
As hockey continues to grow at GGS we are looking to make
an investment into our match day playing kits.
The U14 (Year 9), U15 (Year 10) & 1st XI (Year 11 & Sixth
form) hockey teams are looking for kit sponsors for our new

1st XI Kit Design

Gravesend Grammar School

kits for the 2021 season and beyond. Would you/your company be interested in supporting school hockey?
The cost of a kit is estimated at £280 which includes 13 sublimated shirts produced by VX3. If you would be interested in
helping us to buy a kit for next September, or would like more
information, please contact Mr Stanley.
stanleyb@gravesendgrammar.com.

U14 & U15 Kit Design
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NETBALL
Senior Girls make history as GGS enters the National Schools’ Netball Competition
I am delighted to confirm the Gravesend Grammar School will be entering a netball team into the National Schools’
Netball Competition 2021/22. This is the first time in the School’s history that we have entered and is testament to
the commitment of the current Year 12 Girls Sport Group who are paving the way for future generations! All the
best to the girls as they continue their sporting journey at GGS.
PJF

RUGBY
Congratulations to…
…..Josh Barnes (12KG) who represented

Saracens U18s against London Irish this
month, and got himself on the scoresheet
with a try.
…..Olamide Sodeke (11T) and Ben Reeve
(11D) who were selected in the Kent/
Saracens U16 Rugby Player Development
Group this month and will train and play with the best in
the County.
…..Alfie Marks (10C), Ryan Keenan (10C), Sahib Dhaliwal (10F), Rocky Sims (10F), Josh Farnes (10T) and Max
Turner (10S) who continue to work with the Kent U15
Developing Player Programme through July and August.
…..Sam Bober (9C) and Harry Lewis (9F) who have been
working with the Kent U14 Developing Player Programme.
GGS Senior Rugby Squads Win Old Gravesendians RFC
Touch Rugby Tournaments
On 1st May the U17 and U18 GGS Rugby teams took part
(alongside a valiant staff team) as invitational teams in
the OGRFC Touch Rugby Tournament. The teams were
split into two leagues with the top 2 sides entering finals.
The U17 side took on a Chairman’s VI in their final and
came out winners 4 tries to 1, with the U18s (Red, White
& Green) beating a mix of 1st and 2nd XV Senior players
from the club 3-1, after beating the staff team 4-3 earlier
in the day. As a finale for the day the U17 boys in Blue
and Blue drew 2-2 with the staff, which led to a drop
goal penalty shoot-out and which saw the students take
the glory. A huge thank you to all of the boys, parents
and staff as well as Old Gravesendians RFC for the organisation and invitation to a great day.
Gravesend Grammar School
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RUGBY
Light at the end of the ‘restrictions’ for GGS Rugby
Rugby this term has finally seen some competitive action at
GGS, with our first “May Day” internal fixtures taking place on
a glorious Saturday morning at the Church Walk grounds. It
gave all of our rugby playing students an opportunity to showcase the skills and knowledge that has been honed over the
past six months (even with the restrictions that have been in
place).
Y7 - it was brilliant to have two matches being played, with a
group of 20 pupils continuing to develop their skills and game
knowledge in a touch rugby fixture, which was refereed by
Mide Sodeke, and coached by Ben Reeve, Joel Cain and David
Allen, all members of the Senior Rugby Squad. It was fantastic
to see the standard and energy so high from all those that
took part and a real display of quality rugby. We were also
able to get some contact rugby in for more than 40 Y7 boys
and with such high numbers a third team was introduced into
the round robin full contact competition.
Our Y7 cohort of players this year have really shown such
strong commitment to the GGS rugby programme, with numbers at training each week reaching above 60: it leaves us in a
good position to really push on developing next season, with
our block fixtures now taking shape against local schools
across Kent and Essex.
Following the great display from the Y7s was going to be a
hard act to follow, but with the battle of giants, The Stock
Stingrays vs The Stanley Stags, the crowds of parents were not
let down as it lived up to all the hype from the weeks leading
up to this clash. Mr Stock and Mr Stanley had handpicked their
teams weeks before, with some separate training sessions for
both in readiness for the game.
In the early exchanges, some commanding play and slick skills
the Stanley Stags were quick to take a 3 try lead, but the hard
running Stingrays were starting to make headway and soon
had drawn level. With the game coming to a close the Stags
made a break out from their tryline and some great offloading
were able to take the lead with a few minutes remaining. By
now both Mr Stock and Mr Stanley were doing all they could
to motivate their teams for that last push. With seconds to go,

Gravesend Grammar School

the Stingrays moved the ball wide and with an injection of
pace from Henry Taylor (8S) sprinted for the comer, placed the
ball down for the try, bringing the game to a 4-4 conclusion.
With such an amazing display of rugby, it’s easy to see how
much the Y8s have learnt. Credit needs to be given to all of
the boys for their commitment and to Mr Stanley and Mr
Stock for the work they have done during this past academic
year and the evolution of the group, exciting times ahead of
next season when the boys will be playing as U14s.
The Y9s were next to take the field, with some hard hitting
tackles and strong ball carrying from both sides this wasn’t
going to be a game for the faint-hearted. Some classy tries,
silky running and the regular heavy collisions, we are excited
to see the boys continue to develop, particularly in light of the
group’s transition into the Athletic Development Programme
(ADP) at the back end of this year and into Year 10.
The Y10s closed the day out and it was time for all the players
to finally express themselves on the pitch after months of exceptional commitment on the field and in their Strength &
Conditioning development. As the youngest team in the ADP,
the team has been working really hard all year on their core
skills, fitness and conditioning. It was clear to see from the off
how much their training had really paid off. The physicality
and fitness shown by all was exceptional and with the continuing progress of their core skills over the next few years, it’s
obvious why there is such a buzz around this side going on to
do great things for the GGS rugby programme.
Rugby this season has been like something never seen before,
with no competitive fixtures, training sessions having to be
regulated to run alongside covid restrictions. The one thing
that has stayed true is the commitment and positivity shown
by all of our students in all year groups. The 21/22 season is
shaping up well in the current climate and I am confident that
as we continue to progress the sky is the limit for rugby at
GGS.
Mr Papworth
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TERM DATES FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2020—2021
TERM 6:

Start: Monday, 7th June (Week 1)
Monday, 7th June—Year 7 and Year 8 exams begin
Wednesday, 9th June—Thursday, 10th June—Sixth Form Taster Days
Monday, 14th June—Year 9 exams begin
Monday, 21st June—Year 10 exams begin
Monday, 28th June—Year 12 exams begin
w/c Monday, 5th July—Year Group Sports Days
Saturday, 10th July—Open Air Crex Performance (NB: TBC)
Friday, 16th July—Sponsored Walk
Tuesday, 20th July—Celebration Assemblies (all year groups)
Finish: Thursday, 22nd July
Tuesday. 10th August—A level results day
Thursday, 12th August—GCSE exam results day

TERM DATES FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2021—2022
TERM 1:

TERM 2:

TERM 3:
TERM 4:
TERM 5:
TERM 6:

Wednesday, 1st September—Staff INSET Day
Start: Thursday, 2nd September
Finish: Friday, 15th October
Start: Monday, 1st November
Finish: Tuesday, 21st December
Start: Wednesday, 5th January 2022
Finish: Friday, 11th February
Start: Monday, 21st February
Finish: Friday, 1st April
Start: Tuesday, 19th April
Finish: Friday, 27th May
Start: Monday, 6th June
Finish: Friday, 22nd July

250 CLUB
Please see below for the details of the March and April prize
draws:1st prize - number 177 - £209.00, member since 2016, no
previous wins
2nd prize - number 21 - £114.00, member since 2016, no
previous wins
3rd prize - number 265 - £57.00, member since 2014, no
previous wins
Contribution to school - £380.00

1st prize - number 108 - £206.25, member since 2012 - no
previous wins
2nd prize - number 17 - £112.50, member since 2019 - no
previous wins
3rd prize - number 232 - £56.25, member since 2019 - no
previous wins
Contribution to school £375.00

MATHS CHALLENGE SOLUTION
Thank you everyone for your continued support.
Barbara Dumaisnil
250 Club Coordinator
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