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IT’S GOOD TO BE BACK!

I write this on the anniversary of the first national
lockdown. A year ago today schools were closed
with students being asked to learn from home, exams cancelled, hospitality and non-essential shops
shut and workers asked to work from home. In what
has been a surreal 12 months, we can look back
with
pridewith
in how
staff,
students and parents coped
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independence
that will hold them in good
stead when they are older, if only to tell their own
grandchildren just how difficult 2020-2021 was!
After three months of rattling around an empty
school, it has been an absolute pleasure to welcome
back a full cohort of students and staff from 8th
March. In the first week back I was astounded by
the attendance levels in the school. In the national
context attendance has been down by around 10%:
at GGS 99% of students attended school in the first
week and three year groups had every student in
class.
There was a Herculean effort to test all students and
staff prior to everybody returning and I have got to
thank all staff, volunteers, Governors and the CEO
TDET for their time in performing over 2000 tests. A
Gravesend Grammar School

special mention must go to Hilary Humphreys for
coming out of retirement to lead the testing
effort. Whilst we are all happy to be in school, there
remains a number of restrictions to control the
spread of the virus. This week we had the sobering
message that the pandemic was not over with students again testing positive and close contacts having to isolate as previously.
The cancellation of GCSE and A-level exams has
meant that teachers now have the responsibility to
assess students to create a final grade. We have
worked hard to develop a process for students in
Years 11 and 13 so that nobody is disadvantaged
and grades are fair and robust. The hope is that
Coronavirus rates stay low which allow all the students to produce their best efforts to secure the
best results.
As we look towards a brighter future, we hope that
September will be the start of a much more normal
school year. We have started to discuss school trips,
sports fixtures against other schools, drama productions, musical performances and all the other things
that we reluctantly lost during this year.
MDM
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STAFF NEWS
Retirement
Our best wishes go to Debbie Nurdin, the
School's Librarian and Archivist, who is retiring at the end of Term 4. Debbie joined
Gravesend Grammar in January 1998
and leaves having given the school more
than 23 years of expert and quietly determined service, during which she has
worked under four Headteachers and six
Heads of English. Debbie has an outstanding knowledge of teen and adult fiction and has utilised this to
ensure the library has continued to be relevant to our students
as times and tastes have changed. More recently, as the library has also become a timetabled English classroom, she has
become more directly involved in literacy support and with the
School's Accelerated Reader scheme, with great success. This
evolution of the Library into a successful learning centre, and
Debbie's part in it, was recognised with a Kent Literacy Award
for School Libraries in December 2020. Debbie is also well
known to Old Boys of the School as she has for many years

compiled their annual newsletters and curated the alumni
website. In recent years Debbie was instrumental in putting
together the School's commemorative archive website honouring those former students who lost their lives in the two World
Wars (you can find a link in the "About" section of the main
GGS website). Debbie will be spending much-desired quality
time with her growing family, and in particular her two grandchildren. We wish her all the best for a long, happy and
healthy retirement.
MF
I would like to personally thank Debbie for her years of service
in the School Library. At a time when many secondary
schools are getting rid of their libraries, GGS has continued to
thrive. I wish Debbie a long and happy retirement and hope
that she is proud of the reading development of many 1000s of
students that she has influenced.
Mr Moaby

CONGRATULATIONS to Ms Nelson, who has been appointed Subject Leader, Geography
CONGRATULATIONS to Dr Nikmal and his wife on the arrival of their new baby.

HEAD STUDENT REPORT
Much like last year, the election of the new head student team has again been delayed. While normally the new team would
have been elected and ready to start next term, the decision has been taken to hold off until next term, at the end of which
we should have a new Head Student Team, and we should be able to take a step back and relax!
While there really isn’t much to report on in my Head Students Report this term, I’d like to wish the best of luck to Year 13s
and Year 11s currently sitting their internal exams, as well as for their Summer Controlled Assessments next term, which I’m
sure we’ll all be very happy to have done and out the way. That is, of course, not forgetting all the hard work that everyone
has been putting in over the last term after finally getting back to school after what is hopefully the last lockdown we’ll have
to endure.
While that is all for now, I look forward to introducing the new team next term.
Tom Davies
Head Student

BUSINESS AS USUAL!
Years 11 and 13 returned to take their internal exams—but
in the Sports Hall and at Gravesend Rugby Club for the first
time due to numbers.

MATHS CHALLENGE
Numbers are to be written in every section of this diagram,
representing the sum of all the
numbers in any neighbouring section (so, for example, value of *
would be obtained by adding the
numbers in each pink section.
What is the value of *?

Solution on back page
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CORONAVIRUS
All students (and staff) have been offered Lateral Flow Test (LFT) kits to use at home over the Easter period. Thank you to everyone who has uploaded the results on TestRegister—please continue to do so over the holiday. We are anticipating a further
delivery of kits (subject to change depending on Government guidelines, of course) at the beginning of Term 5. In the meantime, if your LFT is positive, you must arrange for a PCR test and all your family must self-isolate until the result is known. With
the easing of Government restrictions, it is vitally important that you continue to follow the rules of FACE, SPACE, HANDS and
to only meet up with other households outdoors.

MUSIC
As we return to school, the GGS Music Department is getting
back into the swing of things; in-person peripatetic music lessons have resumed, lunchtime clubs are back in action and we
now have dedicated access times to the Music Studio for each
year group bubble (found in the table below).
Access to the Music Studio, led by Mr Annable, is on a first
come first served basis, with students able to practise and rehearse on their own, in regular groups or in impromptu ensembles with staff facilitating all things musical.
Mrs Dunne and Mr Bleakley are back with a socially distanced
recorder group, which is always open to new members - this
takes place in Room 117. KS3: Monday Week 2 & Wednesday
Week 1. KS4: Monday Week 1 & Wednesday Week 2.
In addition to school run activities, we still have availability for
students to start peripatetic music lessons with our Visiting
Music Teachers - lessons take place once a week during the
school day. We currently offer tuition in saxophone, clarinet,
trumpet, flute, trombone, piano, guitar (classical & contemporary), bass guitar, drums, recorder and bassoon - though we
always try to accommodate any other requests. If you would
like further information, including lesson prices, please email
Mr Mitchell on mitchellp@gravesendgrammar.com

We are currently in the process of starting a short series of
videos focusing on getting our students Talking About Music if you, or someone you know, might be interested in contributing to this video series with industry experience, please contact the email address above.
Several of our students are using music as a way to relax from
the stresses of our current situation and I would encourage
everyone to do the same. Even a short period of listening to
music can help your day! More than this, if you have an instrument in a cupboard or in the attic that you haven’t used in a
while, make sure you dust off the cobwebs and get back into
some playing.
We are very much looking forward to a time when we can welcome you all back into school for the live concerts, gigs and
shows that we are very much missing - until then, we hope
you are still finding time to enjoy music, with all the benefits it
brings.
PFM

Music Studio Access Schedule
Day

Lunchtime

After School

Monday

Year 8

Year 9 & 10

Tuesday

Year 10

Year 7

Wednesday

Year 9

Year 8

Thursday

Year 7

GCSE Students

6th Formers are able to access the Music Studio during their free periods, as long as there is space available and a staff member is present to let them in.
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CAREERS NEWS
In 2011 we passed the original final stage
assessment to achieve the full Investor in
Careers Award, demonstrating our commitment to and delivery of high-quality
careers information education advice and
guidance. Much has changed in the 10
years that have followed and some of the
most significant developments have come in the last three
years with the introduction of the Gatsby Benchmarks as a
central part of the DfE statutory guidance in 2018. The criteria
for the Gatsby Benchmarks were also integrated into the assessment criteria for the Investor in Careers Award and so, in
addition to maintaining the standards set out in the original
award, we have been further developing our Careers programme to meet these additional standards. We are fully committed to meeting the standards of the Investor in Careers
award and to upholding them for the future to ensure that all
our students have access to the best possible Careers information, advice and guidance. Due to the pandemic, our reassessment for the award that was due in 2020 was postponed
and will take place later this year.

prenticeships. We will also look to make
this content available to parents. A key
tool in this process will be using Unifrog to
search for university courses and/or apprenticeship vacancies as well as drafting
personal statements and compiling CVs as
students make progress towards finalising
applications in the Autumn. Alongside these group sessions,
individual career interviews are available on request and further targeted session for Oxbridge, Medical and Apprenticeship applicants will take place before and after the summer. In
the meantime, I also recommend that students and parents
revisit the Higher Education and Apprenticeship event video
content from January to get valuable information on both options in preparation for making choices in the near future.

The open programme of work experience for Year 11 is now
well underway and I am pleased to say that a good number of
students have already applied and been accepted for placements with organisations representing sectors as diverse as
Computing, Construction, Finance and the Military. New opportunities are coming online to the main two platforms on a
Looking forward to Term 5, we are in the process of organising regular basis: Speakers4Schools & Springpod. Sign up soon!
a revised Post-18 Options programme for Year 12 students to
replace the Options evening that would have taken place this Jenny Douse
term. Sensing video overload, we are planning sessions to be Careers
delivered in school during tutor times to cover the key topics (dousej@gravesendgrammar.com )
pertinent to researching and applying for University and Ap-

MEDICAL SOCIETY
If you are interested in finding out more
about Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary or
other Allied Health Professions then contact
Mrs MacMahon to join your year group
Medical Society Google Classroom. macmahonp@gravesendgrammar.com

Year 12
Year 12 Medical Society were finally able to meet as a group
once again, it was good to catch up on what everyone has
been doing during lockdown in preparation for medical and
veterinary applications later in the year.
Many members have been involved in virtual work experience
with hospital trusts such as Kent & Medway and University
Hospitals Birmingham. Members have also been attending
medical related lectures and conferences and working towards aspects of the Medic Mentor Awards.
Members used our recent meeting to plan topics for the start
of student talks once again, a great opportunity to develop
research and presentation skills, as well as working together
as a group to research these very competitive career areas. Areas identified for talks were ‘Ethics’, ‘Studying Medicine
Abroad’ and ‘Medical School Interviews, what to expect’.
We hope to have some of the Year 13 Medical offer holders
visit one of our meetings next term to talk about their application journey (socially distanced of course!)

Year 13
March arrived and so did Medical School offers! We are delighted to have several of our Year 13 Medical Society members who are holding offers, some multiple, from a variety of
medical schools. Universities such as Bristol, King's College
London, Nottingham, Queen Mary, UEA, Brighton & Sussex
and St Andrew’s so far. Fantastic news, well done to all aspiring medics.
But they are not there just yet, Year 13s are now focusing on
preparing and sitting their internal exams. These exams will be
crucial in evidencing the student’s ability and will help them
achieve the grades in the summer to meet the offers from
their universities.
Good luck everyone
Mrs MacMahon
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HOUSE REPORT
Cliff
“...And We’re Back”

world; although I don’t want to jinx anything!
Valentine Clarke 8C

Monday 8th March was a long time coming and when
it finally arrived, it went on and on and on. The teachers were like zombies by lunchtime and the pupils were
quiet. It was a real shock to the system to be back. But
it was a good “back” . I found myself smiling at the
boys in the corridor. They couldn’t see- I was masked
up but I was really glad to be back face to face.
The challenge now was to work out who was who lockdown hair and masks didn’t help and then “ what
was being said?”. Trying to hear a response from the
back of a class from behind a mask made Charlie
Brown’s teacher’s voice seem clear! It’s an art. Hopefully as Take That said we’re “Back For Good” and
can get back to some sort of normal.
Mrs E Bouhamdi
Head of Cliff House

The return to school was a big shock to everyone, after
having two months of working at home. During lockdown, some days felt stressful and long, as more work
piled up to be dealt with and some days were relaxing
and short with less work to complete and more time to
spare.
However, spending time in front of the screen became
tiresome and I was sometimes left with nothing else to
do, leaving me bored in my free time. I had to find new
ways to entertain myself inside and outside. During
this time I improved my schedule and organisation,
making it easier and more fun to complete the work.
We were allowed back in school on March 8 but had
to take even further measures to prevent COVID-19
from spreading, such as: wearing masks during lessons and throughout the school, testing for the virus
every three days, and more. This gives us a better
chance of being negative and preventing the virus
from spreading and causing even more damage than
it already has.
It was also difficult getting up early in the morning and
strange seeing my classmates and teachers again as it
had been a long time since I last saw them in person,
instead of seeing them on google meet or Zoom. School
was returning to normal and it’s been a year since the
first lockdown had started, on the 23rd of March 2020.

The Return to School
It wasn’t even that long ago when we were told that
schools would be reopening, but for some reason, it
feels like we have been in school for such a long time.
Part of this is due to the same restrictions that have
been kept in place, including bubbles, lanyards, marquees etc. However it is still much better to be back in
school despite these restrictions, as I am already realising how much that I have missed school and how learning from home was not a good thing.
One new thing to get used to has been testing. A few
days before we came back to school a lateral flow test Thomas Goodbarne 8C
had been organised to take place, and while not particularly comfortable, they are certainly worth it! Following
this, we had one more test to take place in school and
then were given home test kits to carry out these tests
ourselves.
Another new thing has been that we now need to wear
masks for the great majority of our time at school - personally this hasn’t really had too much of an effect on
me, other than slightly aching ears towards the end of
the day!
One of the best parts of coming back has been seeing
everyone again. It is so very different to see people in
real life than to see them represented as an image
online/hear their voice over a phone. While these technological devices are amazing, this lockdown highlights
for the future the importance of meetings in real life, if
possible. Hopefully, we will see these next few months
become the last time that there was a need for lockdowns and we will hopefully see coronavirus be eradicated, at least somewhat, in every place across the
Gravesend Grammar School
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YEAR 8 VOLCANOES
More Year 8 volcanoes—students had the opportunity to watch them erupt at the beginning of term (competition with the
Icelandic volcano, Mount Fagradalsfjall, which erupted recently perhaps?).

YEAR 7 AND THE NORMAN INVASION

Year 7 have been making Norman castles
and drawing up their own Magna Cartas

Sam Fayoyin 7CC shows off his
Norman castle

LOCKDOWN LEARNING—ART
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YOUNG WRITERS
At the end of Term 2, six aspiring GGS writers entered a poetry competition called 'Imagine!' as part of our Young Writers club.
They heard recently that their poems had been selected for publication in the Young Writers anthology later this year! A huge
well done to Maxime in Year 8, and Malik, Yaalavan, Patrick, Zac and Rio in Year 7; a superb achievement, which is even more
impressive given the challenges of this year. A selection is reproduced below.
CB

The End
Twenty seconds,
Everyone is screaming
Bit I am just dreaming
About distant memories
My life has lasted centuries

Fifteen seconds
My head is pumping
Whilst everyone is jumping
Trying to run away
But it’s the end of our days
Ten seconds
Thinking about my childhood
My old neighbourhood
Running around
My thought are so loud
Five seconds
It’s the end
Just like they said
I see a gate
My family await…

Imagine If Everyone Was Equal

Wonders and Dreams

Imagine if everyone was equal
And the world was less dark and deceitful
Every race would do what they should
Sit at the table of brotherhood.

Imagine if dreams were real
And every second you could feel.

Why are there servants of devious men
and wars occurring now and again?
Why is our world full of unpeace
Why is equality beginning to cease?

Would you be the hero who wonders
Or the villain who ponders?

Imagine that all those years ago, slavery
didn’t happen
That innocent people didn’t have to tend
the fields and pull the wagons
Beaton and whipped in no fashion that’s
regal
Imagine if everyone was equal.
Rio Imuere 7HNW

Maxime Carolan 8T

Who would you be?
Not everything is free.

Imagine if you could change history,
Would you help the Earth,
live in a better time.
Or would you leave it to dirt and
grime?
Well, you may just think,
That things will be done with a Tink!
But the work is not always solved with
a tool,
Sometimes your brain is could be
worth more than a crown jewel.
Malik Abegunde 7MJS

CCF
CCF is hoping to be able to resume parading after Easter (final details will be available on the Google classroom for current cadets) and we will be parading on the school field for the time being. We shall hopefully begin recruiting our next cohort of cadets from the current Year 9 students in the near future and more information will be sent out to year 9 students in due
course. Cadets parade on Monday evenings from 3.30 until 5 and regular attendance is expected.
CNW
Gravesend Grammar School
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH
Term 4 Update
This is a brief update of the list of participants who have achieved the DofE Certificate of Achievement.
Certificates of Achievement will be issued to all participants who have completed their Skills, Volunteering and
Physical sections at Bronze, Silver or Gold level, but have not been able to do their expedition because of the pandemic. The accolade will be a formal recognition, by the DofE, of the participants’ dedication to their programmes
and everything they achieved through these three sections, as well as their resilience in coping with the unprecedented events of this year.
KKP

LEST WE FORGET

DAVID MALCOLM FERGUSON
David Malcolm Ferguson was born on 11 January 1921. His parents were David and Gertrude Ferguson
and the family lived at 34 Essex Road, Gravesend. He moved from Gordon Senior School to GGS in 1933.
The Whilst at the School, David was in Hill House. Three younger brothers also attended the school –
George (born 1924, Peter (born 1926), and Jack (born 1933). In 1937 David left the School and started
work for the General Life Assurance Company (now Aviva) in the Mortgage department. He joined the
Fleet Air Arm shortly after the outbreak of the war, the Royal Navy Volunteer Reserves as a Sub Lieutenant on HMS Ark Royal, with 818 Squadron. The Ship was on Operations with Force H in the Eastern Atlantic escorting outward and homeward bound Sierra Leone convoys. On 8th March 1941, Force H and Ark
Royal were ordered to the Canary Islands to search for battleships, and to cover convoys crossing from
the United States. Ark Royal used her aircraft to search for captured ships returning to Germany under
the control of prize crews. On 13th March, HMS Ark Royal was hit by a torpedo from U-Boat U-81 and
sank on 14th March. David Ferguson died aged 20. He is remembered on the Lee on Solent Memorial
Bay 2, Panel 7.

GILBERT TOWNSEND HALL
Gilbert Townsend Hall was born on 12th October 1920. His parents were William and Eva Townsend
Hall. The first school that Gilbert attended was Convent High School, Gravesend. In 1929 he joined
GGS. The School’s Admission Register lists Gilbert’s address as 40 Old Road West, Gravesend. In 1932
Gilbert moved to King’s School Rochester.
In World War Two he enlisted in the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserves as a Pilot Officer Service
Number 903968. He was stationed with 83 Squadron, which was based at Scampton and Lossiemouth. 83 Squadron had been in action since the first day of World War Two. The squadron carried
out raids on German naval and coastal targets, later in 1940, switching to night operations, particularly against enemy activity in the English Channel.
In early 1941 Gilbert married Muriel Sadie Bayntum. On 27th April 1941 Gilbert Townsend’s aircraft
was shot down during a bombing raid over Eddelak, Germany. He was 20 years old. He is remembered at Kiel War Cemetery, Germany, 4. H. 12
Gravesend Grammar School
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GGS SPORT

BASKETBALL
A Long-Awaited Return
Following a lengthy period of time at home, our studentathletes and coaching staff are all
thrilled to be back to school and back
to basketball practices. Whilst the
sports hall remains out of action for
internal exams, this hasn’t stopped the
Basketball Academy from getting back
to work, growing as players every day.
Outdoor ball handling and skill development sessions have
been a weekly regular for our student-athletes, along with an
exciting new speed, agility and quickness programme. Whilst a
return to the court is high on everybody’s agenda, players
have embraced this period as an opportunity to upskill and
develop physically as athletes, which will be of massive benefit
when the time comes to tip-off once again.
Player Spotlight: David Opaniran
In our third player spotlight of the 2020/21
season, we spoke to David Opaniran, who
currently plays in the Academy's senior
team. David has sky-high potential as a
versatile forward who can thrive inside the
paint, but also cash in as a legitimate
shooting threat. Not only does he have
fantastic enthusiasm for the game, he’s
also a great character that his teammates
love to be around. University recruitswatch this space!
When did you start playing basketball and what got you into
the sport?
“I have been playing basketball casually since I was 12. I got
into the sport after watching my older friends play at the park
and it inspired me to start playing”.
Which NBA player do you admire the most?
“Jimmy Butler. He is a hard worker and because of him, his
team is able to succeed. I love the way he plays, his confidence,
Gravesend Grammar School

and his work ethic. As a player, I want to have those qualities
to help my team win”.
Changing schools for sixth form can be challenging. How did
you find the transition and how did basketball impact that?
“It was actually quite easy. Everyone at GGS was very welcoming and I was able to fit in quickly. The Basketball Academy
helped even further. I was able to find people with the same
interests as me and I got closer to my teammates outside of
basketball”.
What are your top 3 favourite things about the Basketball
Academy?
1) “Whilst the Basketball Academy is a serious commitment,
it’s very fun and competitive. Win or lose, we are all joyful and
look forward to our next training session”.
2) “We have amazing coaches who connect with the players on
and off the court. They motivate us to work harder and also
check up on us if there are issues outside of basketball”.
3) “Our team is very motivated. We all want to get better and
have fun doing so. Everyone is friendly and we all want to win
in future games”.
What are your basketball goals for the future?
“I want to become a great basketball player and maybe, if I
work hard enough, have a career in the sport”.
Thanking Our Sponsors
GGS Basketball Academy is proud to be sponsored by The
Bridge Group, an industry leader in security and facility management services. Their generous support
allows the Basketball Academy to offer it’s
student-athletes top-quality provisions
every day. To find out more about The
Bridge Group and their fantastic array of
services, please visit their website at
https://www.thebridgegroup.uk.com/.
If you are interested in any of the basketball opportunities available at GGS, please contact Mr J Tong.
(tongj@gravesendgrammar.com) for further information.
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THE PIONEERS OF GIRLS’ SPORT AT GGS
Sixth Form Girls’ Sport
Finally, after delays from school closures, the GGS Sixth Form
Girls’ Sport programme has well and truly begun with our first
sporting rotation of netball. The girls have been chomping at
the bit to get their sporting journey at GGS underway and it
has been fantastic to see so many Year 12 girls getting involved on Wednesday after school. This is the first time ever
that the school has been able to run a consistent Girls’ Sport
programme. For the remainder of this academic year our Girls
Sport Pioneers will take part in Touch Rugby, Basketball and
Athletics and it is thanks to the motivation of the likes of Jessie
Bakare 12VAL (Sports Prefect), Katie Glennon 12AD, Molly Day
12MP and the group of more than 20 girls. I look forward to
seeing the Sixth Form Girls sport programme continue to grow
over the coming years. PJF

HOCKEY
Term 4 has seen a return to hockey training for all years. Despite missing the 2021 season we have seen another increase
in participation, with boys from all year groups desperate to
get out onto the astro and playing again after a long winter
lockdown.
Hockey training will give way to our summer sports— Cricket
and Athletics. However, there will be opportunities to continue summer hockey with the local club GWHC once restrictions
are lifted. All details will be shared with students via google
classrooms.
Hockey will recommence again in September where (fingers
crossed) we will look forward to a full season of fixtures after
Christmas.
BPS

GGS JOHN O’GROATS (PLUS) CHALLENGE
Challenge comes to a close
On 14th March we wrapped up the GGS Sport to John
Henry Baines - 7MJS
O’Groats (Plus) fundraiser after seeing over 300 students and
Ty Hopkins - 7PJC
staff virtually clock up a staggering 10,000km over a four week
Patrick Chenu - 7PFM
period, through runs, walks and cycles. The event has been an
Maxime Carolan - 8T
overwhelming success, and has raised significant funds that
Zak Seagers - 9C
will contribute to a brand new Athletic Development Centre at
Ryan Keanan - 10C
the school. This will include fitness equipment, sports analysis
Alfie Markes - 10C
technologies and software within a brand new Sports Science
Daniel Oliver - 10F
facility - GGS Sport to John O'Groats.
We look forward to updating the school community as this
project starts taking shape over the coming months. For more
Special recognition goes to the following students who clocked information, please contact me on
up and raised substantial funds during the event:
foremanp@gravesendgrammar.com.

GOLF
Congratulations to Lucas Dennison (10T) who has been selected for the Kent U16
Schools Golf Team. Lucas enhanced his reputation as a golfing sensation with his brilliant 13 Challenge Tee Shot Tricks. All the best in your forthcoming competitions from
all at GGS.
PJF
Gravesend Grammar School
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RUGBY
Student Athlete Article - Josh Barnes 12KG
Josh Barnes is a member of the GGS Senior Rugby squad and
was the 1st XV top try scorer back in 2019/20. Josh was selected in the Saracens EPDG U18 squad as a Year 12 student this
season, which is a fine accomplishment for any young player,
especially a year early. With the 2021/22 season just around
the corner, Josh has been working hard to improve his athletic
development during the past year, without any competitive
rugby fixtures being able to be played. Josh plays as a Winger
by trade, but can turn his hand to any position across the back
line, with genuine pace and the skill set to adapt and is desperate to continue his journey with the schools 1st XV as a
Year 13 student, as he steps into one of the leadership roles
within the team. We caught up with him on his rugby journey
so far.
(Interview from December 2020)
1) Can you introduce yourself?
My name is Joshua Barnes, I am 16 and I am in Year 12
2) What has your journey as a Senior Rugby player at GGS
been like?
I have played rugby at GGS since Year 7 and I have played every year up to Sixth Form. I have enjoyed the journey from my
earlier years at school to being part of the Senior Rugby
Squad, playing in different tournaments both National and
local and playing with different people.
3) Who has influenced your rugby journey?
I think a lot of my influence came from my coaches at club and
school, as they help me to play better every training session or
game.
4) How has your school rugby journey impacted your development as a player?
The transition from playing in Year 11 into playing 1st XV rugby has impacted the way I play, as I am playing older competitions and the way I have to play is adapted in order to play
well against people that may have an advantage in size and
how to play the game.
5) Congratulations on recently being selected in the Saracens
U18 rugby squad: how are you finding the experience of being
part of the Saracens Elite Player Development Group?
I have been in the Academy for two years now and over this
period I have played people all across the country who play in

GGS RUGBY LATEST
With the return to school after the latest Lockdown, we have
seen Rugby training back on the calendar for all students at
GGS. I have been delighted by the commitment and attitude
shown by all students, which has been exceptional.
Y7 have continued with their high numbers at training with in
excess of 60 students, which is fantastic and a real credit to
the year group. There have been a number of standout performers and I look forward to seeing the boys in action on
Mayday!
Y8 are going from strength to strength with each training session, with continually good squad numbers Mr Stock and Mr
Stanley have been able to really push the team forwards,
which is paying serious dividends in terms of skill and game
knowledge. Standout performers for this term include, Monty
Ferrara (8F), Oliver Atkinson (8D) and Aaron–James Henry (8S).
Gravesend Grammar School

different Premiership Academies. The experience has been
great, as I get to play with people who are as passionate about
the sport as I am. I think that another big experience is playing
at Saracens’ ground each week and occasionally wearing the
Saracens jersey.
6) What does the future hold for you as a rugby player?
My ambitions for next year are to remain in the Saracens
Academy, and to hopefully go on and aim to receive a contract at the end of the programme. I am excited to get back to
school rugby with GGS and look forward to wearing the red,
white and green as soon as possible.
PJF

Josh in action during the Year 12 GGS Fantasy Rugby
Competition in Nov 2020

Josh representing Saracens EPDG in 2020.
During lockdown the Y9 squad took part in some live video
analysis sessions. Engagement from all the squad was great
and it’s fantastic to see that the players have taken some the
information from those sessions and applied it into their after
school training, working hard on their close contact work and
rucking technique.
Y10, the youngest year group in the “Athletic Development
Programme” have picked up where they left off in December
2020. Numbers at morning Strength and Conditioning sessions
have remained high with a lot of the boys doing what they can
over Lockdown to keep their fitness as high as possible. On the
pitch the squad have massively improved in the understanding
of structure and patterns of play, with individual skill work-ons
developing. Standout performers for this term have been Shay
Turley (10D), Robin Singh (10F) and Ryan Keenan (10C).
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GGS RUGBY LATEST continued
Massive praise goes to the Y11 group who have been through
the ringer with exam preparation, so praise has to be given to
players who have attended training and strength and conditions sessions regularly. After school the focus has been on
individual skills as the players look ahead to their Senior Rugby
season 2021/22. This term’s standout performers have been
David Allen (11D) and Olamide Sodeke (11T).
With confirmation of our “MAY DAY” inter year group fixture

and the fixture list for the 2021/22 season already filling up,
there is light at the end of the tunnel, soon Rugby will grace
the Gravesend Grammar School field once again - we can’t
wait to see as many boys as possible playing on 1st May
(following RFU guidance and regulation) and building towards
the forthcoming season.
Mr Papworth

EXTRACURRICULAR SPORTS—TERM 5

3rd MAY onwards (Badminton TBC)
(4 weeks)

Gravesend Grammar School
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TERM DATES FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2020—2021
TERM 1:

TERM 2:
TERM 3:
TERM 4:
TERM 5:
TERM 6:

Tuesday, 1st September—STAFF INSET DAY + New Year 7 in
Start: Wednesday, 2nd September (Week 1)
Finish: Friday, 16th October
Start: Monday, 2nd November (Week 2)
Finish: Friday, 18th December
Start: Monday, 4th January 2021 (Week 1)
Finish: Friday, 12th February
Start: To be confirmed
Finish: Thursday, 1st April
Start: Monday, 19th April
Finish: Friday, 28th May
Start: Monday, 7th June
Finish: Thursday, 22nd July

TERM DATES FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2021—2022
TERM 1:

TERM 2:
TERM 3:
TERM 4:

TERM 5:
TERM 6:

Wednesday, 1st September—Staff INSET Day
Start: Thursday, 2nd September
Finish: Friday, 15th October
Start: Monday, 1st November
Finish: Tuesday, 21st December
Start: Wednesday, 5th January 2022
Finish: Friday, 11th February
Start: Monday, 21st February
Finish: Friday, 1st April
Start: Tuesday, 19th April
Finish: Friday, 27th May
Start: Monday, 6th June
Finish: Friday, 22nd July

250 CLUB
Details of the February 2021 GGS250 Club prize draw are as follows:
1st prize - £206.25 to number 135 - member since 2015, no previous wins
2nd prize - £112.50 to number 208 - member since 2015, no previous wins
3rd prize - £56.25 to number 304 - member since 2020, no previous wins
Contribution to school - £375.00
Thank you to everyone for your continued support to the school, it is much appreciated. Congratulations to the winners.
Barbara Dumaisnil
250 Club Coordinator

MATHS CHALLENGE SOLUTION

a+b+c+d = -4 and a+b+c+d+* = 2
Combining these, it’s clear that *=6
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