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Economics & Business Department

The Curriculum:

Students follow the AQA syllabus for GCSE in both subjects with a variety of extension

projects designed to improve students’ understanding of the real world application of the

theory learnt and to build their enthusiasm for the subject. Year 9 Business students set up

and run their own enterprises as an opportunity to support later learning and offer a better

understanding of how businesses may operate. Both subjects work together to run a

Speaking and Writing Competition to enhance skills that will benefit them in their careers.

The final is held in front of the whole year group with senior staff and invited guests doing

judging - the boys love it!

There are further opportunities for students to develop their communication and

presentation skills to reflect challenges they will experience in the workplace. These projects

allow the students to develop an interest in how the real world works before they start to

study the theoretical specification. This helps to strengthen their engagement with, and

enjoyment of, the subjects.

Both Economics and Business at A Level are an increasingly popular choice with two classes

per subject in each year group. The department follows the AQA syllabus in both subjects. In

Business, the focus on strategy and decision-making allows students to extend their

understanding of the practical application of the subject and develop their interest in

continued study of the subject. In Economics, the development of high level diagrammatic

analysis of an extended syllabus encourages many students to continue their studies at

university. Many of our students choose to study Economics, Accounting, Finance,

Management or Marketing degrees at university upon finishing their A Levels. Alternatively,

many have secured prestigious apprenticeships with organisations like Deloitte, BAE systems

and the Bank of England.

Results:

The School’s Economics and Business results are both above the national average and we

have been particularly proud of impressive recent A-Level and GCSE results and their

value-added data. The last three years have seen a 98+% pass rate at GCSE and a continued

upwards progression toward 40-50% level 7-9. A Level Economics results have always been a

strength, consistently achieving 30-40% plus A/A* grades with Business results reaching



these levels over the last two years. Students are aspirational, aiming for the very best

universities, and therefore are willing to study hard throughout their two year course.

Staff:

The Department has four specialists teaching across KS4-5. Most teachers within the

Department have responsibilities across both subjects. The department runs a variety of

enterprise and enrichment activities to support learners, for example students have the

opportunity to set up and run their own enterprises, attend Economics in Action, investigate

local businesses, enter CORE-SEC and the ICAEW BASE national competitions each year. We

are a committed team with a love of our subject and a supportive, collegiate atmosphere in

which all staff are valued. In that sense, enthusiasm is the most important word to describe

both our current team and our new member of staff. This post therefore provides the

opportunity either for someone with experience, or for someone relatively new to the

profession.

Professional Development:

The department follows school procedure and ensures that staff are both properly

developed through Appraisal, INSET and external courses, as well as encouraged to be

reflective practitioners. Whole-staff CPD activities are timetabled on Friday afternoons.

There is scope during school time for someone to develop a particular specialist interest if

they desire within the department.

Resources:

We have a range of different textbooks and learning resources across both Key Stages to

support students and provide access to information outside of the specified exam content.

Year 11 and 13 students are provided with revision guides and workbooks to help their

independent learning and preparations for exams. Independent learning areas online are

available to all students to provide support and resources at any time The Department has

developed its schemes of work to incorporate a range of challenging and creative ICT use in

our subject. The School’s ICT facilities are excellent and portable devices or computer rooms

are readily available for booking. All staff are provided with laptop computers. All teaching

rooms have an interactive whiteboard and a projector in them.

The Future:

We believe that the study of Business and Economics will enable our students to integrate

successfully in the real working world. Students will be able to effectively assess situations

and deliver appropriate solutions to the issues at hand. We see it as important to facilitate

the students in developing their empathy, contextual awareness and creativity as well as to

encourage them to be analytical, inquisitive and decisive. Our challenge is to develop our

extra-curricular activities to ensure students have a strong understanding of the wide range

of real world environments they may experience in their careers.

March 2021


