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NO MATTER HOW LONG THE WINTER, SPRING IS SURE TO FOLLOW*
After a torrid Term 2, where the challenge of Covid became even more significant, students have not returned
for Term 3. We are currently in the 3rd National Lockdown and schools are closed for all but children of critical workers and vulnerable students. At present we have
around 50 students in school, supervised by staff on rotas.
We learned so much in the first
lockdown and have adapted our
remote learning accordingly. There
is now more emphasis on ‘live’
teaching via Google Classroom as
part of a blend of teaching styles.
Over 90% of students in school are
fully engaged whilst some students are requiring more
support from teachers.
It is all too easy to catastrophise the impact that the pandemic has had on young people but for many the resilience, hard work and commitment they have shown toPictured
his wife,
wards
theirwith
studies
willRita,
set them up for life and, I hope,
Peter Sanderson at the opendefine a generation.
ing of the Sanderson Sports
Our parents
have been magnificent throughout the panCentre in 2009
demic and the continued support and kind words have
given teachers a much needed boost. Some parents
took the time to write positive messages to Ofsted whilst
others directly to individual teachers. We recognise how
hard this has been for parents, whether juggling work or
learning quadratic equations, and we offer our mutual
support.
We are awaiting the outcomes of a national consultation
into the GCSE and A-level exams. What is clear is that
exams will not happen as previously but, this time
around, there is likely going to be more assessment provided centrally so that grades can be standardised across
the country.
In the strange world that we are now living in, several of
our staff have now been trained to support students and
colleagues using the Lateral Flow testing devices. We
have now administered over 200 tests and the take up
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has been high. With 4000 test kits in
school it will certainly be a challenge
to upscale this by offering a test to
every student before they return.
We have two new and exciting opportunities to be offered to our students. First is the Milton Award, aimed principally at KS4
students, which offers the chance to showcase their wider skills and embrace opportunities at a younger age for
them to try different things and discover untapped areas
of strength (you can read all about this Award on page
3). The second challenge is open to all and is designed to
raise funds for a new Athletic Development Centre
(Fitness Suite/Gym) (more details to be found on page
18).
Just when we thought there was light at the end of the
Covid tunnel, the weather has decided to turn against us
and has presented us with more challenges. At the time
of writing, snow lies on the ground, temperatures are
plunging and more snow is forecast. Will remote learning mean that ‘snow days’ look very different in the future?

Early morning
snow from the
balcony of the
Sanderson Sports
Centre

Whilst we are currently awaiting an announcement from
the Government as to when schools return, we remain
hopeful that for some students this will be next term. I
believe ‘normal’ is now within our grasp and we can enjoy again the wealth of educational experiences that we
normally offer.
MDM
*English proverb
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STAFF
We have the following vacancies. Applications must be made on the TDET Application Form. CVs will not be accepted. For
further details, please see our website.
Strength and Conditioning Coach and Cover Supervisor (closes 22nd February 2021)
Teacher of Music (part-time) – (closes 26th February 2021)
Head of Geography – (closes 26th February 2021)

HEAD STUDENT REPORT
After the last two terms of me doing the Head Student Report,
I wanted to give other members of the Head Student Team to
introduce themselves. Some have shared their experiences as
well as some advice for online learning, together with information about what they’re studying and what they want to go
on and do in the future.
Tom Day:
We are now halfway through the academic year and it goes
without saying that this past term has been an odd one, but I
am proud of everyone’s efforts to continue to push forward. If
you are one struggling to get motivated, I would suggest you
make a timetable for the day—this way you can keep track of
day and night!
Please take care during this period and let us look forward to a
brighter future!
Daniel Griggs:
Coming into the Head Student Team in such unusual circumstances was certainly a challenge. I came in with a good idea
of what was expected of me, but nothing could have prepared
me for the pride that I felt in representing my fellow students.
In terms of my background, I am currently studying Biology,
Chemistry, Physics and Maths; a combination that few take,
but if you feel up the challenge I would highly recommend it.
Studying these subjects and combining them with my passion
for helping others, is why looking to the future I would like to
become a Teacher of Science.
Louis Haman-Talens:
I am currently studying Maths, Economics, History and Spanish, and I’m looking forward to hopefully studying Economics
at university next year. Being on the Head Student Team has
been a great experience, getting to know everyone, hearing
everybody’s different perspectives and seeing how all of our
different strengths work together, as one team, has been very
interesting. Although we sadly haven’t been able to get as
hands-on as previous teams due to the current circumstances.
As a result, the remote learning we have experienced thus far
has been hard for all of us. For me, this third lockdown has
been much more difficult than previously, but as a team, we
have supported students and continued carrying out the tasks
at hand, together.

I have found it hard to stay motivated, but creating a designated study space has really helped me focus. I am currently studying Art, English, and History, and I hope to go and study Artificial Intelligence at the University of Kent in September. Working on the Head Student Team this year has helped me with a
sense of direction through contributing to GGS, as well as
providing the enjoyable experience of working with like minded people to voice the student opinion.
Davina Ogunbor:
This lockdown has been hard to stay motivated but one way to
remain motivated is to remember why we are doing that Alevel and use that as motivation to revise. For me personally, I
hope that after Sixth Form I’ll be able to go to university and
study Economics. Other ways to stay motivated include finding
an interest outside of school to ensure that school work isn’t
the only thing on our minds because that can be really detrimental to our mental health.

Alpha Sako:
Being part of the Head Student Team has allowed me to have
a say in some aspects of the sixth form providing us with an
opportunity to give a voice to the students. Over the academic
year, we have worked carefully to maintain aspects of school
life that may have been overlooked due to the current circumstances. After the return to online learning, the biggest challenge I have personally felt is a lack of routine and the repetitive environment in which I work: going on runs and working
in intervals has really helped this. Next year I am hoping to
study general engineering at the University of Exeter.
As always in these unpredictable times I wish you the very
best with your studies - especially those in Year 11 and Year 13
facing exam uncertainty. Remember to look after your mental
health as well - it is just as important.
Tom Davies
Head Student

Mide Madriola:
My online experience has been somewhat helpful and productive, but there have been disadvantages as well as advantages.
Gravesend Grammar School
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THE MILTON AWARD
The KS4 team have been keen to introduce a new opportunity for our students to showcase their wider skills and
embrace opportunities at a younger age for them to try
different things and discover untapped areas of strength.
We were also keen for our KS4 students to undertake their
GCSE studies with a wider understanding of how important
it is for them to develop their experience base with multiple
opportunities for their efforts to be recognised and rewarded. One of the proudest elements of working and learning at
GGS are our lifelong bonds that seek to raise aspiration and
achievement. This philosophy forms the bedrock of what we
are going to call the Milton Award.
We want to ensure that our students leave us in KS4 as well
rounded, creative, caring and accomplished young men. To
run in conjunction with their academic studies, we are introducing the Milton Award in order to offer a range of opportunities to our students and build up their body of experience to
set them apart from their future competition. Students will
work towards achieving this award through Years 9 and 10 for
final certification early in Year 11. The Milton Award will be
separated into a Half, Full and Scholarship Award ensuring
that students of all abilities and time constraints can participate and strive for certification which will prove to be a great
pillar of future job and university applications.
The Milton Award will encourage students to look beyond the
examined curriculum to build up their experience base, make
contacts for aspiring future careers and enable them to stand
out when applying for ambitious apprenticeships in industry
or the City of London and University courses.
The Award will recognise students who go beyond the curriculum and aim to make themselves the most accomplished student that they can be. A Full Milton Award will reward true
excellence, participation and accomplishment that sets them
apart from their peers. A Milton Scholarship will be awarded
to the individual student who surpasses the expectations of
his cohort and participates in all of the designated areas be-

low. This Scholarship will incorporate a generous cash reward
kindly donated by former students of GGS to set that inspirational student up for successful study at A Level here at GGS.
The Award covers the following areas:
 Practical Participation
 The World of Academia
 The World of Work
 Benevolence
 The Arts
 The World of GGS and Beyond
Our wish is for the Milton Award to tie in closely with GGS
tradition seeking to cement those special bonds between the
School and each student that will stay with them through life.
We expect that the first cohort of students will begin this exciting challenge in September 2021 with the first Award made
in July 2023.
A number of former students have contributed financially to
the Award:
Donations received from:
Sanjeev Pottay - My Community Finance
David Braddon and Paul Henry
Tom Marshall - London Artworks Ltd
One of the donations was from a group of friends who first
met in 1994 at the school and wanted to donate to this Award
to honour both a friend from their year group who had sadly
died recently and the school that they loved.
"In loving memory of our friend Joseph Karim, we would like to
donate, with immense gratitude for the happy years spent at
Gravesend Grammar, for the Milton Award. We’re thankful for
the lessons learnt, the experiences gained and above all, the
enduring friendships that have lasted 26 years and counting.”
Nathan Goane, Ben O’Mara, Ross Maxwell, Chris Freeman,
Tom Crush, Leo Capernaros, Daniel Polden, Chris Gray, Nic
Prior, Christian Louzado, Matthew Rosenthal.
MDM

YEAR 7 SUPERSTAR CHALLENGES—HOUSE COMPETITION
Despite students learning remotely after the Christmas break, Term 3 has hosted the Year 7 superstar challenges, where Houses have been competing in various challenges at home and submitting their best scores to take part in the house competition. The activities have included
workouts, cooking, house cards challenge, yoga, various skill challenges and many more.
Well done to everyone who has participated. It is great to see so many of you keeping active during lockdown, and the competition has been extremely tight.
Here are the results as at 04/2/21. Keep your submissions coming!
BPS
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Fleet

30

School

30

Cliff

27

Town

27

Downs

25

Hill

20
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CAREERS NEWS
As with most of school life, even in lockdown, the Careers
programme must go on! This term started with an extension
to the final UCAS deadline for application to university, acknowledging that finalising these would be more complicated
with students and staff working remotely. In the end we submitted over 170 applications and as many of these were submitted before Christmas, the vast majority of students have
received an offer including some for Oxford and Cambridge
Universities. Congratulations to all! Applications for student
finance have not yet opened for 2021-2022 but we will send
notification to all students by email when they have.
This term a large part of my time has been spent conducting
individual career interviews by telephone with Year 11 so that
every student has had the offer of an interview and the vast
majority have completed one. I really enjoy hearing about the
career ideas that our students have had and the vast array of
sectors and subjects that they are considering. One of my top
tips for Year 11 students, once their GCSE
assessments are complete, is to spend
some time exploring their future options.
That could be more detailed research into
their field of interest or it could be exploring what jobs might link to their A level
choices if they haven’t yet decided what
direction to take. A good place to start this
research in Unifrog. The Career library provides a wide range
of job profiles to explore and the Subject library has guides for
many of the 10,000 university courses that are on offer.
Finally, I want to mention work experience. Obviously, the
restrictions due to the pandemic led us to cancel all work ex-

perience placements planned for last summer and continue to
prevent us making the arrangements
for in-person placements this year.
The circumstances do not reduce the
value of work experience but they
have led to many more employers
working to develop online alternatives. I have been promoting some of these to Year 12 students this term, with a range of opportunities being available
this half term and more on offer for the Easter break. Whilst
an online placement won’t give students the practical experience of getting to a new place of work and experiencing the
environment in person, it does give them the opportunity to
gain insight into a sector of interest through interaction with
employers using a range of tasks and formats. Next term we
will launch an “Open Programme” of work experience for year
10. The aim is to facilitate them accessing online work experience whilst minimising any disruption to their academic learning time. In addition, once we have confirmation of the timescale of GCSE assessments, I will be looking for summer work
experience opportunities to promote to year 11 students.
If any parents or associates of the school reading this might be
in a position to offer an online work experience placement of
anything from a half day to one week, please contact me by
email to discuss how we could set this up.

MEDICAL SOCIETY

adapted to the changes and practiced online with each other
to prepare. Many students utilised websites and resources
online such as the Medic portal which offer advice on
adapting to the changes and preparing for interviews.
The students this year have built on a lot of the skills developed as part of the Medical Society to place themselves in the
best position to attract offers, working on personal statements earlier in the academic year and building a great foundation which they can expand upon in interviews with the
quality of the content and delivery of their answers.
Currently, our Year 13s are focusing on completing work from
home and preparing for internal exams next term. These exams will be crucial in evidencing the students ability and will
help them achieve the grades in the summer to meet the
offers from their universities.
Abdelrahman Elkhouli 13SC

The GGS Medical Society continues to grow,
with new members from Year 11 joining us this
last month. Due to remote learning and social
distancing measures, the Society, for now, is
split into year group bubbles, each year group has a separate
Google Classroom page where all announcements are made.
If you are interested in finding out more about Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary or other Allied Health Professions then contact Mrs MacMahon to join your year group Medical Society
Google Classroom.
macmahonp@gravesendgrammar.com
Year 13 Medical Society
Nearing the end of February, many students are finishing their
final interviews with medical schools and will be awaiting a
response from their universities from the end of March onwards. We have had a few students this year who have received multiple interviews with universities like Bristol, King's
College London, Nottingham, Queen Mary, Southampton, St
George’s and St Andrew’s to name a few. This year the interviews have been switched to an online format, with many
universities taking a panel interview approach (2 or 3 interviewers for each student). Our students this year have
Gravesend Grammar School

Jenny Douse
Head of Careers (dousej@gravesendgrammar.com )

Year 12 Medical Society
With the onset of the third national lockdown it goes without
saying that the Medical Society has been unable to have any
meetings since the turn of the new school term. However,
despite this, lots has been going on remotely.
Many members from Year 12 have been involved in virtual
work experience with hospital trusts such as Kent & Medway
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MEDICAL SOCIETY continued
and University Hospitals Birmingham. We have been attend- away from applying.
ing medical related lectures and undertaking other activities There are three levels of Award: Bronze, Silver and Gold.
to fill the void.
Clearly, it has had a good impression and convinced George to
make the most of this time at home and work towards something that will no doubt help him in his aspiring veterinary
medicine career!
As you can see, many members of the Society have been very
productive whilst at home. Fortunately, in-spite of no physical
meetings, Mrs MacMahon and Mrs Douse have been providJosh Saunders has been taking part in Medic Mentors online ing the Medical Society and all other students with many opclinical based work experience. He’s told me it’s given him a portunities to ensure that this National Lockdown does not
brilliant insight into the working day of members of the Allied negatively impact any enrichment we were hoping of doing.
Healthcare professions.
Personally, I have attended an MVP lecture, with three leadGeorge Page has recently ening speakers including an ex-Gloucester Rugby and West
rolled into the Medic Mentor
Bromwich Albion physiotherapist. It was very insightful, as I
Gold Award. This was an award
was able
to ask him some
we were informed of in one of
questions at the end
our meetings last term through a
on the
specifics
of
fantastic presentation from anwhat it
was like to work
other one of the society memin
his
profession
of
bers.
Allied
Healthcare
The Awards guide you through the vague ‘non-academic’ ad- which I have grown very interested in. I have also been acmissions criteria for medical schools in a systematic way. The cepted onto the NHS Allied Healthcare online work experiMedical Awards Programme is based on a mentoring process ence which begins later this month.
that is fun, enjoyable and takes some pressure and anxiety Alfie Dyer 12DMG

SATURN AND ITS WONDERFUL RINGS
In this article, I will be talking about the most iconic planet in
our solar system, with the
2nd shortest day in the solar
system. Saturn!
With the radius of 36,183.7
miles, Saturn is 9 times wider than Earth. If Saturn were
the size of a volleyball, Earth would be the size of a penny.
From an average distance of 886 million miles (1.4 billion kilometers), Saturn is 9.5 astronomical units away from the Sun.
One astronomical unit (abbreviated as AU), is the distance
from the Sun to Earth. From this distance, it takes sunlight 80
minutes to travel from the Sun to Saturn.
Like Jupiter, Saturn is made mostly of hydrogen and helium. At
Saturn’s centre is a dense core of metals like iron and nickel
surrounded by rocky material and other compounds that get
solidified by the intense heat and pressure. It is enveloped by
a liquid metallic hydrogen inside of a layer of liquid hydrogen similar to that of Jupiter’s core but considerably smaller.
It is pretty difficult to imagine, but Saturn is the only planet in
the solar system whose average density is less than water. The
gas giant could float in a bath if such a colossal thing existed.
Some interesting facts:
1. Nine Earths side by side would almost span Saturn's
diameter (excluding Saturn’s rings)
2. Saturn takes about 10.7 hours (no one knows precisely) to rotate on its axis once - a Saturn ‘day’ - and 29 Earth
years to orbit the Sun.
3. Saturn has 53 known moons with an additional 29
moons awaiting confirmation of their discovery - that is a
Gravesend Grammar School

total of 82 moons.
4. Saturn’s atmosphere is made up mostly of hydrogen
(H2) and helium (He).
5. Few missions have visited Saturn: Pioneer 11 and
Voyagers 1 and 2 flew by; but Cassini orbited Saturn 294
times from 2004 - 2017
Saturn is blanketed with clouds that appear as faint stripes, jet
streams and storms. The planet is many different shades of
yellow, grey and brown. Winds in the upper atmosphere can
reach up to 1,600 feet per
second (around 1090 mph) in
the equatorial region. In contrast, the strongest hurricaneforce winds on Earth top out
at around 360 feet per second
(about 245 mph). And the pressure - the same kind you feel
when you dive really deep underwater - is so powerful that it
squeezes gasses into liquids.
Saturn’s north pole has a very interesting atmospheric feature
- a six-sided jet stream. This hexagonal pattern was first noticed in images from the Voyager I spacecraft and has been
more closely observed by the Cassini spacecraft since. Spanning about 20,000 miles (30,000 kilometres) across, the hexagon is a wavy jet stream of 200 mile-per-hour winds (about
322 kilometres per hour) with a humongous, rotating storm at
the centre. There is no feature of weather like it anywhere
else in the solar system.
Bradley Emery 7CC
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HOUSE REPORTS
We know that this can be challenging and that learning from home is
not the same as being in a classroom with your friends and teacher. I
Members of Downs House from across all key stages have been am so proud of all of you for persevering.
adapting to the challenges of lockdown learning. Here students out- To acknowledge those who have still been going ‘above and beyond’
line some of the techniques they have found useful when learning this term in KS3 we have had ‘lockdown legends’ awarded.
SSC
from home!
PJC
Two of those acknowledged from Fleet were kind enough to share
Home learning. Learning at home. Which could get boring and repeti- their experience this term with me:
tive. But here are 2 ways that work when you are working from What have you enjoyed about working from home?
home. First, get away from the screen. Going too close to the screen I have enjoyed using the computer for my lessons. I've found it easier
WILL make you tired. So what I would do, and this would help, is to to type my work and to be able to review the PowerPoints and vidego outside. Go on a walk or play with snow (which you can do right os. I've also enjoyed not having to wear school uniform!
now). Secondly, do something you will enjoy after all your work. What do you miss about being in school?
Don’t stress, don’t worry just relax. It won’t be good for your mental I miss human contact. I miss being face to face with my friends and
being able to chat with them.
health. This will make learning from home easier.
What has been your favourite lesson/subject this term and why?
Tobi Daniel
I have most enjoyed computing because of the coding work. I like
7PJC
making the games and learning what putting certain codes together
can do.
Lockdown learning strategies
It's fair to say this lockdown has been hard on everyone, especially Why do you think you were nominated to be a 'lockdown legend'?
students and teachers, and having to learn during this time hasn't I was surprised to be nominated as a 'lockdown legend' but I am
been easy to say the least. However, there are a few simple strategies grateful for it. I've found working from home challenging and look
forward to being back in school.
that I use which help make this whole experience somewhat easier:

Get work in on time - Whilst admittedly this is a pretty James Bromwich 7HNW
obvious one, there is something to be said for getting work in on
time. Allowing missing assignments to build only serves to in- What have you enjoyed about working from home?
crease stress and make this whole experience much worse than I have enjoyed the parental support as well as the support from
teachers. For example, when the power went down, I could not send
it needs to be.

Take time to relax - Whether it's listening to music, watch- an email asking for help, instead, I was able to ask my parents. Locking a film or just staring blankly into space, I've found that taking down has also forced me to 'fend for myself', in class I could ask the
an hour out of my day to detach myself from learning allows me teacher or a classmate and whilst I could do that in lockdown too, it is
to feel more motivated. It's a good way of separating work life more difficult and so I have had to become resourceful and learn to
and home life and stops you from feeling as if you're always at research myself. This has led to me further developing my growth
mindset, especially when both my parents are trying to work full time
school.

Take advantage of the random bursts of motivation - One and home school my younger sister.
of the hardest things about this lockdown has been keeping the What do you miss about being in school?
motivation to work. There's often days where I can't be both- There have been a number of things I have missed about being in
ered to do anything and will then get a sudden wave of motiva- school. These include seeing my friends and playing rugby, both durtion at one in the morning where I can do multiple assignments ing Games and extracurricular. While working I have missed the
in a row. It's good to take advantage of these as they allow you teachers being able to help you along the way and point out mistakes
before the end of the lesson and the overall comradery that school
to keep on top of the work.
brings.
Keeping a good sleep schedule - Ironic considering what I just wrote What has been your favourite lesson/subject this term and why?
but keeping a consistent sleep schedule (no matter how bizarre it is) My favourite lesson this term has been RE, this is because I love the
fact that not everyone agrees. A debate is a regular occurrence,
can really help you get into a good routine.
which I really enjoy, mainly because everyone's opinions can be diZach Girgenti 11D
verse and listening to them helps me to broaden my own ways of
What do I do to keep on track with learning during lockdown? Firstly, thinking.
I get up and get started when the school day begins at 8:25am! I fol- Why do you think you were nominated to be a 'lockdown legend'?
low the timetable of the normal school day and I try not to get dis- I think I have been nominated lockdown legend due to the fact I have
tracted. I take breaks and lunch. Crucially, I get outside for exercise attempted to use techniques taught in all of the work we do and, I
each day as this clears my head. I keep a list of tasks to do and the hope, also due to my enthusiasm for the subject this term coming
date that they are due in. I tick off tasks as I finish them so that I can through in the work I have completed.
see them disappearing - although new tasks seem to arrive quicker Charles Harwood-Davis 7HNW
than they disappear! I also log into all live lessons - they are invaluable. Finally, I have something to look forward to at the end of the day
to motivate myself.
Max Owen 12AD

DOWNS HOUSE

FLEET HOUSE
Well done to all of the members of Fleet House for the resilience and
maturity you have shown in returning to learn from home this term.
Gravesend Grammar School
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LIFE IN LOCKDOWN
During this lockdown I have found it a lot better than before because I am able to organise myself by doing the lessons as
they come through which helps me get my work done. Also, I think the workload is fine for me but I know for others it is
harder. My advice would be to also do the work as it comes through. This lockdown has been a little bit different because we
didn’t do live lessons before but I think it makes it easier to understand the work when a teacher is explaining it themselves.
I enjoy being at home and doing the work because when I’ve finished the work I get to have free time but I do miss the normality of being at school and seeing my friends. Some things I have done have been playing football with my brother, going
on bike rides and cooking.
Sammy Regan 8F
Life in lockdown is different, not just for me, but for everyone.
We’ve all had to adapt to fit a temporary ‘normal’. Prepandemic life, for me, was focused on sport. All my spare
time was dedicated to it. I knew, when the Prime Minister
announced another national lockdown, things would change.
Being away from school makes learning more challenging
than usual, but the support of teachers has made the transition to online learning a lot easier. Working alone makes you
appreciate having your friends around to share ideas and help
each other out when things feel tough. I can’t wait to get back
to school for a game of lunchtime football with my form, and
for rugby club on a Thursday night.
It’s not all bad though. When work is done for the day, it’s

great to take some time out; walking my dog on the golf
course is a good opportunity for exercise and the nearest
thing I’ve got to sport right now. Although, one of the perks of
lockdown is having extra time to dedicate to the virtual world
of football on FIFA 21!
Staying at home 24/7 is a totally different experience: it is
busy and it’s noisy, but I know that is the safest place to be
right now. Like so many others, I have not been able to see
my family or friends for months, however Zoom calls keep us
in touch. Whilst I feel very lucky to be making the most of
lockdown, I can’t wait for a little bit of the ‘old normal’ to return.
Thomas McManus 7HNW

I have been going on walks with my family and that really makes me happy and calm because I'm getting fresh air and I'm
spending time with my family. We wouldn't normally do this but because of lockdown it's brought us together more. I think
this pandemic has also brought me closer to my family so I'm thankful for that. I am getting to know stuff about my family that
I didn't know before. It's brought me closer to my sister which I thought would never happen! We even built a snowman together.
Kalbhun Randhawa 7CC
This lockdown is very different to the first. For starters, I was
still in Year 6 at my primary school in the last one! Needless
to say, everything was a bit up in the air then, and we only
had three lessons a day. However, after coming to GGS, the
lockdown lifestyle has changed; notably I get a bit of a lay-in.
But more importantly, the content that we receive at home is
no less in quantity than we got in school. Personally, I like to
be a bit more independent, so this has suited me very well, I
learn similarly out of school as in school. Four lessons in the
morning, a long lunch break and one in the afternoon to finish the school day off.
One problem that I am finding is that every Saturday, I am
dragged into the cold by my mum for a three and a half mile
run. On the majority of Saturdays it is raining, windy, sleeting
or all of them at the same time! Sometimes however, it is
bright and sunny and then it can be quite nice. My other
physical activities include workouts and runs for PE and
Games, but mostly I am “exercising my fingers” on a key

board and a mouse. I do prefer typing to writing though
(since my hand never starts to ache whilst typing) so that is
an upside for lots of subjects.
I have made flapjack for Food Tech, and outside school made
chorizo using a kit with spices and other things. The baking
and cooking in the house has gone through the roof. As I am
writing this there is a tray each of cookies and carrot cake!
Perhaps the strangest change in my bedroom has been my
cat Mel, who has developed a liking for my old calendar,
which he is currently sleeping on.
The worst part of this lockdown is that we can’t see any of
our friends and there isn’t much to do out of our house in the
rain and with everything being closed. Luckily though, I can
speak to friends online and since I am into video games, the
things to do never end.
In conclusion, my life isn’t drastically worse under these circumstances, but I and everybody else is looking forward to
when it’s all over. Oliver Foulds 7PJC

I'll tell you about my lockdown. I'll tell you the truth there's been a lot of highs, lows and differences. From all of the self
achievements I have done to not being able to see extended family and friends for long periods of time as well as having lessons online. I've been able to experience a different type of life that maybe 5 years ago I would have read about in a book.
There's been a lot of positives, I've been able to rekindle my love for running as well as being able to reflect on how lucky I am
to live in a first world country. Lucky to be able to experience the best healthcare that some countries don't have and to live
where scientists are able to develop vaccines in 10 months!! Something that I've really missed since lockdown is being free to
play football with my football team. It's something that I've really taken for granted in the past as I've always been able to go
and play football 3 times a week but now I'm always asking about when football will come back on and dreaming that I'd be
able to smell the lush green grass and kick a football as much as possible for 90 minutes. The prospect of this excites me just
thinking about it.
Jack Douse 11C
Gravesend Grammar School
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LOCKDOWN DRAMA!
It has been really fantastic seeing how well our students have
been working from home in the strange situation we find ourselves in.
It has been incredibly difficult to continue with original projects, particularly practical ones such as pantomime and other
group performances but both Year 7 and Year 8 students have
embraced the challenge with amazing results!
Our Year 7s have been busy designing creative costumes in
their Crex lessons, ready for using in their virtual pantos that
they are working on this term. As you can see, some absolutely brilliant ideas and very creative!

Whilst Year 7 are working on pantomime scenes virtually, our
Year 8 students have also embraced the challenge and because they have been unable to perform our Bloody Heroes
play in their drama lessons, they have been really creative and
have devised, recorded and shared, again virtually, monologues and duologues of their portrayals of WW1 soldiers.
These have been absolutely amazing to listen to, demonstrating both the adaptability and maturity of our students.
This term we will be devising short Radio plays, which should
be great fun too!
AMJ

Mrs Jones and Mrs Fullager take part in the Year 7 virtual
pantomime!

AND THE BAND PLAYS ON…...
Our Visiting Music Teachers are still providing instrument tuition online while we're learning from home. Playing music is a
great way for students to alleviate some anxiety and stress, so if you know of any musicians who are currently not practicing
please point them in our direction and we'll see if we can offer any support!
PJM
mitchellp@gravesendgrammar.com

YEAR 7 GET CREATIVE IN THE KITCHEN!
The school may be closed to many of our students but working remotely hasn’t stopped our Key Stage Three boys from
getting creative in the kitchen! Mr Wild and Mrs Grimes have set numerous challenges and the students have certainly risen
to the occasion. There are too many mouth watering pictures of the food that the boys have made to share them all, so here
is just a sample! HNW
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KS3 COMPUTING IN LOCKDOWN NO 3
Since the start of Term 3, students in KS3 Computing have turned to
a more practical approach to developing their logical thinking and
problem solving. It has been primarily a structured approach, but
once they have found their way, the students were free to modify
the task further.
For the last couple of weeks, the brief has expanded to include automated drawing. This is a technique used within the field of computer
aided manufacturing. By using an additional set of tools in the software, they have been able to draw shapes, patterns and even write
their names. All of this builds logically, using subroutines and mathematical skills related to a Cartesian coordinate system and geometry.
Using a keyboard is still the de facto method for creating content on
a digital system. An extra-curricular task for Y7 has been launched at
developing proficient typing skills, with the top three students from
each form being recognised via the merit system. The overall intention is to run a competition to find the best in the year. This will be a
speed-typing challenge in a particularly difficult game..!
NJD
----------------------------------------------In my Computing lessons I have been learning how to code algorithms. I have learnt how to code a mini Pacman game. In addition,
we have been making a pencil sprite draw. I made the pencil draw
my full name. It took me a while but I finally managed to figure it
out.
The two images underneath are images of my name drawn by a pencil sprite.

I have really enjoyed making these games. Before I started learning
how to code at GGS, it was my hobby and I coded almost every day.
But now I am learning so much from my teacher and creating these
games.
I have designed many games but the best one I have made so far with my current experience- is called ‘Escape Hell’ (this is the link to
the game https://scratch.mit.edu/projects/463784964/) you can
“click see inside” to see my code.
Note: this game is not compatible with phones or touchscreen devices as you use the arrow keys on a keyboard.
Guy Partridge 7NR
-----------------------------------------------------This is what I have been doing during lockdown. Since we have been
doing Scratch in Computing I have made two of my own games in my
free time. My favourite game out of the two I have made has to be
the Meteorite Destroyer. In this game, you control a ship and you
have to destroy meteorites flying towards your ship with the lasers. I
have really enjoyed making games on Scratch in Computing because
it makes my head think about how it works with the programming. I
have designed a Pacman game, a maze game and an underwater
game in the lesson time which I have really enjoyed. Although I started making my own Scratch games by accident it has been really good
fun.

Riley Taylor 7PJC
Gravesend Grammar School

Computing in Year 8 During Lockdown
In Computing in Y8 during Lockdown 3, we have been learning how
to make basic games using the Scratch programming platform. We
started by making a basic game using a PDF to guide us through the
process. This game was not very complicated, as we had to start by
making the fundamental skills that would allow us to make more
complex games. As a cat, you had to chase after and touch a ball to
earn points. There was a countdown too, as well as a maze. Over
time, we would build up our skills in Scratch and understand more
about the program. We made a Pacman game, which would make
use of bringing a third sprite (active moving object which you can
control using code) into the equation. Then, we would make a game
that was an underwater-based, diver vs shark game. This game was
the most complex yet, making use of five sprites. This lesson also
came with an optional extra challenge to create your own game.
More on that later…
During this term on game building, I have learned how to use Scratch
effectively. It has helped me to understand computing in a fuller way
as this term proved very practical and interesting. It has also helped
me to understand the basics of every game, at essence, as games
these days are getting ever more complex and have ever more layers
of incredible detail in them. The amount I had learned was put to the
test when I did decide to create my own game, and I proved to myself that I could use the principles that I had learned in order to add
extra elements to games.
In this topic, as I said, I have thoroughly
enjoyed myself and I have also heard
my classmates say they have enjoyed it
too. What makes this so enjoyable is
the fact that normally, in the modern
world today, it is far too easy to take
things for granted, and fail to see how
complex everyday things we use are.
Building these games has made me see and think that there is a background to everything. It is incredibly satisfying to see yourself build a
fun, fully functioning game.
The game that I chose to make was a PvP (Player vs Player) game,
involving two dots on a screen navigating a maze and picking up
weapons to beat the other sprite. After overcoming some coding
challenges, finding out new things about Scratch and applying my
learning I was able to finish it.
Anyway, this is quite a lot of writing, so I will end it here. Computing
has been great this term, and I look forward to what future terms
have to hold!
Valentine Clarke 8C
During the last term we have been working on Scratch projects in
Year 8 Computing. Scratch is a software
package where different blocks are used to
give different commands and teach the basics of computer coding. These lessons consisted of following instructions, interpreting
them and then creating our own games. One of the skills I learnt was
how to draw different shapes in a defined sequence on a page. In this
lesson I then used this to write my name
using code as below.
In another lesson, I created a Pacman
style game using code where my character had to swim away from a shark and
collect some treasure. This was one of
my favourite projects this term because I had the opportunity to
create something that someone could enjoy afterwards if they wanted to.
Kieran Gent 8S
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TOP TIPS— LANGUAGES
FRENCH
 French Language websites (LINK)
 A Flying Tour Through the Topics (with video
guidance - LINK)
 KS3 - Kerboodle - Digital Book and Resources Allez and Kerboodle Green
 KS4 - Kerboodle - Digital Book and Resources Kerboodle Green / Kerboodle Red - AQA (1-9)
 If you you haven’t joined your year group’s
Quizlet classroom, here are the links once you’ve
made your individual account:
 Year 7 (LINK)
 Year 9 (LINK)
 Year 11 (LINK)
 CLOUD ILA French (LINK)
 Academic Stretch & Support Session content (LINK)
 AQA - Criteria pass, merit distinction (LINK)
 TRANSLATION CONSIDERATIONS + KEY GRAMMAR STRUCTURES FOR A HIGHER LEVEL (LINK)
 Year 7/8/9_ LINKS for materials - Guidance and Practice
(LINK)
 Year 10/11_LINKS for materials - Guidance and Practice
(LINK)
 Year 7 - Use your Expo, Dictionary, Termly Booklets, backtrack in your books and Google Classroom.
 Year 9 and 11 - Keep an eye out for the Google Classroom
posts for opportunities to build your confidence and understanding of skills with the French Language Assistants!
and see your Google Classroom - 14th January for the post
with more online resources.

GERMAN
 German Language websites (LINK)
 Year 7 should check their Google Classroom Post for their
Kerboodle Username and passwords and have created their
own password.
 KS3 - Kerboodle - Digital Book and Resources - ECHT and
Kerboodle Green (AQA)
 Stretch & Challenge: KS4 - Kerboodle - Digital Book and Resources - Kerboodle Green / Kerboodle Red - AQA (1-9)
 If you you haven’t joined the Year 7 Quizlet classroom, here
is the link once you’ve made your individual account:
 Year 7 (LINK)
Cultural Corner:
 DW Meet the Germans (LINK)
 Deutsche Welle (German - LINK)
 Deutsche Welle (English - LINK)
 Cultural Corner Challenges (LINK)
And see your Google Classroom - 14th January for the posts
with more online resources.

Use your Logo, Dictionary, Termly Booklets, White booklets,
and backtrack in your books and Google Classroom.
Any problems, questions or worries, contact Miss Lewis or Mrs
Warner.

Any problems, questions or worries, contact Miss Lewis, or
your teacher.

Viel Spaß und schöne Ferien!!

BONNES VACANCES!

VAL

If you or someone you know is in need of support from The Community Cupboard, contact details are set out below:
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/thecommunitycupboard19/
Telephone Number:
07526 823122
Website: www.thecommunitycupboard.co.uk
Address: The Garage, Gamecock Meadow, London Road, West Kingsdown TN156BZ
Gravesend Grammar School
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ART IN LOCKDOWN
Artists across the school have been working hard during lockdown. Year 8 have recently been working on ‘major architecture
challenge’, so one of the activities was to use recycling junk such as cardboard and packaging to construct forms inspired by
modern architects like Zaha Hadid. Before that, their assignments included researching an artist featuring Cyborgs in their art
and to take half a human or animal photo and complete it in the style of that artist. Year 10 were briefed to create artworks
about animal and human eyes. Work from other years is also shown. AJS
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT—
TRACTION AS OPPOSED TO DISTRACTION
Mr Turvey produced a longer version of this for our Key Stage
4 students to illustrate the impact of technology on our lives,
especially during lockdowns.
We are living in a world of ever increasing distractions. Our
time is being commercialised by big companies—if they can
distract us, they can continue to grow, make money and fuel
the consumerist society we live in. It has been said that we are
living through an epidemic of distraction.
We struggle with boredom—we need to be perpetually stimulated:
 watching the morning news while eating breakfast;
 while running or going to the gym, we listen to music;
 we work in front of the TV;
 while sitting on the bus we scroll our phones - it's the first
thing we do in the morning and the last thing we do at night
before bed.
All this means:
 work does not get done;
 real life friendships get ignored;
 screens get in the way of family time.
We are training our minds to be distracted. It seems we are
wading through life waist high in a river of stimuli: any gap in
the river, any absence of stimuli for any second, brings discomfort. If the wifi goes down, we scramble to get back online
- if we can't find our phone, we panic! This epidemic of distraction is fuelled by technology companies. The more we scroll,
the more money they make - their algorithms personalise content you find interesting and you engaged with previously.
They use psychology to keep us hooked by:
 Variable reinforcement - the same science behind gambling
- they keep us chasing the jackpot - we crave the notification, the number of views and likes - they make us crave the
dopamine hit of that notification ping;
 Social engagement - integration with others and the social
obligation to rely;
 Goals - the number of followers, comments, the next level
in a game;
 Removal of natural endpoints - natural points where you
would stop or put the phone down, the bottomless page,
the level that starts straight away, the next video that plays
immediately;
 The numbing of discomfort—they pacify boredom or distract us from stress/trauma.
No wonder boredom comes up in our lives so often - even if
we have no device at hand or anything to physically distract
us, our minds begin to entertain ourselves, we daydream - we
are unable to just stay with the boredom and be comfortable
with the sensation.
There are experiments that prove the mere presence of a
phone either on a desk or in a pocket of someone completing
a test can reduce cognitive function - a study in 2017 showed a
decrease in test scores by over 10%. Studies in the UK found
that schools who banned phones in the classroom improved
exam results by up to 14%!
So how do we combat all this - how can we create digital hyGravesend Grammar School

giene - how can we use the massive benefits of technology in
positive ways that do not rob us of time - how can we stop
ourselves being distracted?
We need to become ‘indistractible’ - we need to become the
type of person who does what they say they will do - we do
not lie to other people, so why do we lie to ourselves, why do
we let ourselves lose focus and become distracted?
 We say we will go to the gym or go for a run but we don't;
 We say we will finish our work the night it is set but we
don't;
 We say we will eat healthily but then we eat toast every
night before bed! (or I do!);
 We say that we will read more but we don't;
 We say we will only take 20 mins to finish this piece of
homework but we get distracted and it takes three times as
long!
 We say we will do well in exams but we get distracted in
lessons and leave homework and revision to the last minute.
The opposite of distraction is traction, a forced action that
pulls you toward what you want to do - things you do with

intent. What we do with intent is good traction!
Steps to be indistractible:
1 - Master internal triggers - we can't control how we feel but
we can control how we respond.
2 - Make time for traction - we protect our belongings but we don't protect our time.
 plan the day and
 plan time to do focused work,
 plan time to check the phone,
 plan time to see what's new on Instagram, what’s
happening on snap chat,
 plan time to watch TV or play computer games.
This is time used with intent and can be valued - don't just get
caught mindlessly scrolling your phone or playing video games
for two hours straight unless you have planned to do this
3 - Remove external triggers - think ... is the trigger serving me
or am I serving it? Remove yourself from a room with a TV leave your phone in another room or put it on airplane mode
while you work - there is conflicting research on music so if
you must work with music on it should be repetitive calming
music and not the radio (with adverts, presenters and news
bulletin distractions).
4 - Prevent distractions with pacts or pre commitments  Price pact - I will stay on track until…..
 Effort pact - create space or effort between you and the
distraction
 Identity pact - tell yourself you are indistractable and make
this part of your identity.
5 - Practice focus - practice focused attention- when you have
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TRACTION AS OPPOSED TO DISTRACTION continued
noticed your mind wandering come back to the task in hand notice the pull of distraction and come back. When you do
feel boredom, fight the urge to be distracted - sit with boredom in the knowledge that the sensation will pass .. the best
way to train the mind is to meditate. It is proven to increase
focus - just like when you train your biceps, your muscles get
bigger, your capacity for focus gets bigger as well. (You will
find a Headspace meditation course now on Netflix.)
Remember everything is a choice and you do have conscious
control and when you realise that you are off task make a
choice to come back to what you are supposed to be focused
on!
Control and protect your time so you can do the things that
are important to you - try not get caught in the traps that
digital technology uses to keep you hooked. Try and exercise
digital hygiene so that you can stay happy, productive and in
control of the digital ‘cocaine’ that is all around you!!
It is not perfection we are trying to achieve but progress …….
SET

https://tricycle.org/trikedaily/cool-boredom/
Elliott Reid (GGS 2001—2008) owns Revitalise, Health & Fitness Clinic in Gravesend and gives us his own top tips for staying healthy during lockdowns. Elliott supports GGS regularly
(pre-coronavirus!) by talking to students about physical and
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REMOTE RE
A huge well done to all of our wonderful RE students for
all of the hard work you have put in over the last term.
You have shown your resilience and (hopefully) enjoyed
your studies of the relevance of Christianity or Islam,
depending on your Year Group.
One of the best parts of RE lessons, usually, is that you
are able to discuss and debate with your fellow classmates the multitude of questions which can arise from
your lessons—such as, why do some people believe in a
God? If you are missing this element of your lessons
while working from home then remember that you can
always discuss these questions within your household,
I’m sure they will be interested to know what you are

Gravesend Grammar School

learning about!
REmember that while working remotely, you can still
practice all of the skills which you use in class.
REmember to explain your answers—have you used the
word ‘because’ in your answer?
REmember to consider why others may have a different
opinion to you.
REmember that your teachers are still here to help you if
you get stuck.
We hope that you are able to enjoy a break during the
half term and return to your studies refreshed and motivated!
SSC

Respect, Friendship, Hard Work, Exploration

February 2021

Page 14

“SORRY MISS, MY WRITING’S A BIT MESSY”
Although I find it much easier to read students’ work submitted on a Google document, I do worry that students are
writing less and less in their own handwriting. They are getting
out of practice, becoming used to copying and pasting and
relying on the internet to help with spelling, punctuation and
even word choices.
Getting a “pen licence” (allowed to write in pen) in primary
school seemed very grown up and exciting at the time, yet
there were and are always going to be some pupils that are
deemed to stay writing in pencil until secondary school. In KS3
at GGS we are looking at the boys’ handwriting and trying to
implement some interventions to help with presentation and
legibility.
In the 1980s when I was at Secondary
School, we were all encouraged to write
with a fountain pen. I started with my own
bottle of ink and a lever on my pen to suck
up the ink until the disposable plastic cartridge was invented.
Teachers rejoiced as desks were not so
covered in ink, but then the blotting paper
craze began. Blotting paper was invented to
stop the ink smudging but began to be used as
a paper towel, something to doodle on in class,
or for sending messages. For me it was a way
of passing time wasting ink in pretty patterns
and for making constant journeys to the bin to dispose of blue
soggy bits of paper and to chat to my friends on the way.
There were lots of dealings in ink cartridges in class-swaps for
Panini football stickers and sweets and there seemed a hierarchy too in who had the best fountain pen; a silver Parker was
at the top of the list.
I’m not sure whether writing with a fountain pen improved
handwriting, especially when the nib had been dropped and it
went all scratchy, but there definitely was a sense of
pride in one’s work when writing in ink with a fountain pen. However, it was a messy process when you
made a mistake. Each pupil had a bottle of white
Tipp-ex correcting fluid. It ruined many an exercise
book, spilt everywhere, was a nightmare to get off
hands and clothes and possibly encouraged addictions to its smell. One girl in Maths even used it to
paint an Adam Ant stripe across her face. It could still be seen
the next day such was the difficulty in removing the stuff!
Biros were banned in school—seen as very ‘common’! Red ink
was for teachers only and black ink was hard to come by and
seemed to “sink” into the paper. Quink seemed to have the
monopoly on cartridges with their Royal Blue washable ink
cartridges.
Next came the double ended pen with one end an eraser and
the other a felt tip. They were great but not ideal if you were
writing in a hurry. Presentation of work was appalling.
There was then a long period of all sorts of pens being trialled
in schools and available to buy before the blue—inked, red,
Berol, handwriting pen emerged on the scene. With their
chewable and flickable lids with the satisfying click, they became almost as iconic as the black and yellow striped pencil in
schools and soon handwriting was improving across the naGravesend Grammar School

tion. That is if you held your pen correctly or didn’t have poor
motor skills.
There wasn’t a national handwriting programme and ‘joins’
were learned in various ways dependant on what school or
area of the country you lived in. At GGS we see boys using
copperplate and cursive writing, joined, improperly joined and
not joined at all letters—even random mixing of uppercase
and lower case letters! Although mainly seen in girls’ schools,
we also see flourishes and personalised letters but thankfully
no hearts or circles for the dots on the letter “i”!
Before Christmas I started a handwriting intervention programme in KS3. I worked with boys
who, in varying degrees, caused their teachers
a lot of anguish when marking their work. It
used to be said that doctors had the worst
handwriting—I had a Saturday job in a pharmacy, I agree with that. However, there is a way
of recognising letters and individual boys’
writing and after a while it does become readable.
Unfortunately, that GCSE examiner is not going to know that
Bob writes his “a’s with a double loop and that Trevor uses
twirls for his “s”. They need to be able to read submitted work
until the time that exams go online. So there has to be a way
of forming letters universally for all to be able to read.
I consider my handwriting neat, but I hold the pen incorrectlyno one corrected me and I use a mixture of ‘joins’ and printed
letters; an amalgamation of years spent writing on black
boards and white boards possibly. However there are a few
ways of improving handwriting, presentation and legibility:
 Sit upright, don’t slouch.
 Write on a flat surface or lean on a larger book. Don’t write
on your lap or in a moving vehicle.
 Use a pen in good condition. Keep the lid on and it clean in
a safe place—a pencil case for example. Keep spares.
 Don’t rush and use the page lines as guides.
 Make sure that letters ascenders are taller than all the other letters: b d f h k l t
 Descenders hang under the line: q y p j g
 In numerals the 0 needs to be the same size as the others
(20 not 2o). The number 7 doesn’t need the extra continental line. The numbers 2 and 5 are often reversed but that is
slightly harder to overcome.
 “a” does not necessarily have to appear as the printed
form.
 Use capital letters for all names and starts of sentences.
 Write to the very end of a line and also leave a gap
(remember finger spaces?) between words.
 Presentation and pride go together. It is possible to train
your brain to write neatly- and by neatly I mean in a uniform manner. Practice with any tool— crayon, marker,
chalk, felt-tipped pen.
 Look at where letters should start and finish. Following the
motion in sand trays, water, some food stuffs. As a young
learner programmes their brain, an older learner needs to
correct bad habits and reprogramming the brain.
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“SORRY MISS, MY WRITING’S A BIT MESSY” continued
whole? Maybe there was something good being taught with
Janet and John, Peter and Jane or Biff and Chip?
Mrs E Bouhamdi
KS3 Teacher- Academic Mentor
Head of Cliff House

Finally having established that we are all guilty of relying on
technology too much and spell checker, I’d like you to read on.
To all of you who consider yourself a bad speller, there is a
way the brain programs itself to read words with the letters in
a different order. Try reading the following:
Some of us find it easier than others,
but it is interesting. What do you
think? Can you read the following paragraph easily? What does this say about
the nation’s programme of teaching
phonics if we are reading words as a

MATHS CHALLENGES
On a digital 24 hour clock which displays every time using six digits in the form
HH:MM:SS, how many times a day will literally every digit change from one second to
the next? (Answer on back page)

The red and yellow isosceles triangles are neatly described with squares. Which
square covers the greater fraction of its triangle? (Answer on back page)

KS3 MATHS TOP TIPS
- Firstly attend the lessons and answer questions when asked.
- Speak to your teacher if you have problems! They know what they are doing!
- Rewatch any lessons for which you have problems.
- You can use MyMaths.co.uk to find additional resources to help consolidate your understanding - speak to your teacher for
the login if you do not have one.
RJW

MORE MATHS!
On Monday 1 and Tuesday 2 February, over 60 mathematicians from Years 9 and 10 took part in the United Kingdom
Mathematics Trust Intermediate Mathematical Challenge.
The Intermediate Mathematical Challenge has been running
for many years and consists of a 60-minute, multiple-choice
competition aimed at students across the UK. It aims to encourage mathematical reasoning, precision of thought
and fluency in using basic mathematical techniques to solve
interesting problems. This competition is now completely
accessible online and students were able to log on from
home and attempt to answer these challenging problems.
st
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nd

We await the results, which are due to be published in early
March, where students are aiming to achieve Bronze, Silver
or Gold awards. We also hope that a few will qualify for the
next rounds of the event which are Kangaroo and Olympiad.
If you would like the challenge for yourself, previous papers
(and answers) can be found here
https://www.ukmt.org.uk/competitions/solo/intermediatemathematical-challenge/archive
NB
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH
Term 3 Update
At this difficult time, many things that we normally do have
been put on hold. While the DofE expeditions at Gravesend
Grammar School are currently on a hiatus, our DofE participants have been carrying on with their sectional activities at
home.
During the lockdown, the DofE has made a number of temporary programme changes to enable the participants to carry
on with their DofE at home. One of the changes includes the
introduction of the Certificate of Achievement.
Certificates of Achievement will be issued to all participants
who have completed their Skills, Volunteering and Physical
sections at Bronze, Silver or Gold level, but have not been able
to do their expedition because of the pandemic. The accolade

will be a formal recognition, by the DofE, of the participants’
dedication to their programmes and everything they achieved
through these three sections, as well as their resilience in coping with the unprecedented events of this year.
Adult DofE staff and our two DofE Ambassadors, Olly Fox de
Klerk 13AS and Anthony Morgan 11S, have been tracking and
working with the participants throughout lockdown.
I am truly grateful to all staff, volunteers and participants for
their dedication and perseverance over the past few months.
We are looking forward to being able to deliver the full DofE
expedition experience for our participants when then time is
right.
KKP

Certificate of Achievement Recipients – Bronze Participants
Teo Allen 10C

Josh Chalayil 10F

Ahsan Chaudhry 10H

Abdul Rehman Ehsan Khan 10S

Arjan Gill 10D

Stephan Helberg 10C

Vatsal Jain 10S

Ryan Lee 10D

Sam Lloyd 10H

Harry McCann 10F

Advait Panicker 10H

Ben Phillips 10F

Nathaniel Roumana 10F

Ikryan Sangha 10T

Jake Thomas 10D

Charlie Titchmarsh 10F

Leon Wilson 10S
Certificate of Achievement Recipients – Silver Participants
Jeevan Bains 11S

Harry Green 11D

Anthony Morgan 11S

Alexander Richards 11F

Certificate of Achievement Recipients – Gold Participants
Karam Bains 13JLW

Harvey Emery
(Alumnus)

Owen Hinks 13JLW

Isabel Queay 13JLW

GRAVESEND GRAMMAR SCHOOL

EXAM INVIGILATORS NEEDED
If you are interested in becoming an Exam Invigilator at Gravesend Grammar School, please complete an application form
(available via www.gravesendgrammar.com) and return it to Jennifer Lumley at lumleyj@decustrust.com.
For further information on the scope of the role, please contact Rebekkah Haggar at
haggarr@gravesendgrammar.com or 01474 369516.
All necessary training will be provided. This post is subject to pre-employment checks, including an Enhanced Disclosure and
Barring Service (DBS) check, reference checks, identity and proof of right to work in the UK.
Gravesend Grammar School is an equal opportunities employer .

Gravesend Grammar School
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LEST WE FORGET
In this edition, we remember three more Old Gravesendians who made the ultimate sacrifice during World War II.
If you would like to know more, please refer to ‘Our Fallen’ on our website www.gravesendgrammar.com
DOUGLAS GORDON COMYN

Douglas Gordon Comyn was born on 5th May 1920 in Maidstone. His father was Malcolm John
Comyn, a Trinity House River Pilot, and his mother was Norah Ethel (née Thwaites). He
attended Kings School, Rochester before joining GGS in 1934. He was living at 41 Pelham
Road, Gravesend. Whilst at the School, Douglas was in Hill House and gained Full Colours in
both rugby (he played for the 2nd XV Rugby team) and cricket, (playing for the Cricket 1st XI
and coming top of the batting averages and second in the bowling averages in 1937, when he
left the School).

Douglas enlisted in the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserves in World War Two, becoming a
Leading Aircraftman. He was flying from RAF Kidlington, Oxfordshire, the 15 Service Flying
Training School which was an advanced flying unit training base and glider school, when he
was killed, with his co-pilot, in an accident. Douglas Comyn died on 17th January 1941 aged 20. He is buried at Kidlington Burial Ground, Oxfordshire Sec. B. Grave 1.

STEWART PALMER DAVIS

Stewart Palmer Davis was born on 16th September 1921 in Gravesend. His father was Alfred
Davis and his mother Grace (née Lampard).
In 1929 Stewart Davis joined GGS in Downs House, having previously attended Bronte Villa
School. In 1935 he moved to Sutton Valance School.
On leaving school, Stewart served a student apprenticeship with the British Thomas-Houston
Co Ltd, electrical engineers. He married Phyllis Davis of Southampton, a WRNS, in Port Said
on 10th August 1940, enlisting in the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserves the same
month. Stewart trained to fly in Canada before being sent to the Middle East to join 73
Squadron as a Flying Officer.
He was reported as missing in Egypt, later listed as Killed in Action on 16th January 1943,
aged 21. He is remembered on the Alamein Memorial, Egypt Column 268. Stewart Davis
shares the Roll of Honour with three other students from his Form - Varley Bousfield, David
Sparrow and Peter Thomas.

ELTON PATRICK EDE

Elton Patrick Ede was born on 12th July 1920 in Croydon. His father was
Ernest Elton Ede, a Churchwarden at St James’ Church in Gravesend and a
well-known writer on cricket, especially for the Sunday Times, and his
mother was Hilda Elizabeth (née Huggins). Elton was the grandson of Alderman H Huggins JP of 25 Portland Road, Gravesend.
The first school that Elton attended was the Convent High School, Gravesend and he joined GGS (Town House) in 1928. He lived at 22 Pelham
Road, Gravesend. He left school in 1935 and joined the Merchant Navy,
training on HMS Worcester at Greenhithe, then with the Royal Mail Steam
Packet Company. In World War II he joined the Royal Navy Reserves, first serving on a destroyer, Narvik, which was sunk in the Mediterranean, Ede survived. He then served on HM
Trawler Ouse as Acting Sub Lieutenant. On 20th February 1941, Naval Trawler Ouse, a minesweeper, hit a mine off Tobruk, Libya and sunk with the loss of 12 of her 21-crew including Elton Ede, age 20. He is
remembered on the Plymouth Naval Memorial Panel 60, Column 1.
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Physical Education Athletic Development Centre (Fitness Suite/Gym)
Fundraising Challenge
We are delighted to confirm the GGS Sport to John O'Groats
fundraiser will be beginning on Monday 15th February 2021.
This is an event that has been rolled out to all of our extra
curricular sporting teams and we hope will have a significant
benefit on all of our students. GGS Sport Teams are aiming to
raise money in order to build and establish a brand new Athletic Development Centre at Gravesend Grammar School, using existing space within the School’s Sanderson Sports Centre. This will include fitness equipment, sports analysis technologies and software within a brand new Sports Science facility (see fund targets below).

The Event:
Run, walk or cycle as far as you can - How far can we get as a
school?
The school’s extra curricular sports clubs will be involved in
competing as squads to travel as far as possible from 15th
February to 14th March .
The cumulative distance of all of the extra curricular sports
clubs will give us the total distance made by the school—can
we make it to Athens or even further afield?

If we
raise...

The money will be spent on...

£2500

3 Squat racks, Lifting platforms & Additional weights

£5000

All of the above & Video Analysis Camera/Software

£7500

All of the above, Shock absorbent flooring & indoor 15m
multi purpose track

£10000

All of the above, & 3 ‘Concept2’ rowers

£15000

All of the above & 2 Watt Bikes

£20000

All of the above & Multiple Fitness Testing Equipment
(e.g. Speed Gates etc)

This is a fundraising challenge, which we hope will further
encourage safe, physical activity during lockdown with a goal
that will benefit all of the Gravesend Grammar School community.

Students have been tasked to:
1. Find some sponsors to help us build a brand new school
Fitness Suite/Gym and follow the link to donate - GGS Sport
to John O'Groats (Virgin Money Giving) - Every penny will
count to the enhancement of our brand new Athlete Development Centre at the school.
2. Upload all of their virtual walks, runs or cycles via the Fundraising Google Forms which will be sent out weekly from
15th February to 14th March 2021 - to participate use a
GPS tracking app such as Strava or Runkeeper to record
your activities (only runs, walks or cycles will count).
3. We have asked that students ensure they follow the Government lockdown restrictions in place at the time of activity and of course make sure they have parents’/guardians’
permission.
Target Destinations

Distance KMs

John O’Groats

1,069Km

Barcelona

1,331Km

Rome

1,734Km

Athens

2,713Km

Tbilisi

4,054Km

Mumbai

8,727Km

Singapore

13,409Km

Sydney

16,957Km

Auckland

18,322Km

Please do everything to encourage your son/daughter to participate in this challenge and help them in getting the word
out to support the cause, raising money for the enhancement
and building of a brand new Athletic Development Centre at
the School. For more information, please contact me on foremanp@gravesendgrammar.com.
Look after yourselves and each other, keep smiling and get
moving whenever it is safe to do so: let’s build this together!
Mr P Foreman
Subject Leader of Physical Education and Sport
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GGS SPORT
BASKETBALL
Senior Captains Announced
Basketball at GGS took another stride
forward this term as Year 12 students
Kwame Oware-Agyeman, Daniel
Ogunbambo and Ben Bates-Pratley
were appointed as Senior Captains for the Basketball Academy’s elite U18 squad. Their leadership throughout a challenging 2020/21 season will be crucial and they will have an instrumental role to play in the growth of the Academy during its
founding year.
Head of
Basketball, Mr
Tong,
commented
“Kwame,
Daniel and
Ben have shown excellent commitment to the Basketball Academy this year and have emerged as leaders within a group of
terrific young men. All three are talented individuals with huge
potential and they are all greatly respected by their teammates. I’m looking forward to working closely with them
throughout this season and I’m confident that they will not
only be an asset to the coaching staff, but will also drive the
programme forward”.
Lockdown Competitions
With Term 3 seeing a return to remote learning, basketball has
also gone remote with our student-athletes competing in
weekly activities from home, varying from skills challenges and
live at-home workouts to interactive video analysis sessions.
Remaining active is essential during this challenging time and
the lockdown competitions have provided students with an
opportunity to stay connected with the game and their teammates until we can safely return to school.
Assistant Head Coach, Mr Fotheringham, commented “I have
been really impressed with the commitment towards basketball and it’s great to see the engagement of the boys during
the lockdown. There is clearly a competitive edge to the competitions with Academy members trying to win that top spot.
Coach Tong has demonstrated a range of NBA signature
moves, just like the professionals, and the players have then re
-enacted these with great skill. Keep it up guys and we’ll soon
be back training and eventually playing some fixtures where
you will be able to reap the rewards of your hard work”.
Player Spotlight: Nathanial Williams
In our second player spotlight this year,
we interviewed Nathanial Williams, who
has big goals for his time with the Academy. Not only a great student in the classroom, Nathan is a shifty guard on the
court who can lock-up on defence and
has the scoring touch to become a lightsout shooter. Don’t mistake his quiet demeanour for shyness, Nathanial has conGravesend Grammar School

fidence and game to back it up!
What first got you interested in playing basketball?
“For me, it was a combination of my dad and my brother. My
brother and I would always play against each other in our garden and discuss ‘who’s the greatest?’, whilst my dad would
always encourage me to keep on playing basketball and tell
me stories of the historic greats like MJ and Kobe”.
Who’s your favourite NBA team?
“Probably the 2013-14 OKC Thunder”. (Kevin Durant, Russell
Westbrook, Steven Adams and Serge Ibaka to name a few).
How have you found joining the Basketball Academy and
what do you enjoy most about the programme?
“I’ve found the programme to be welcoming. It really does feel
elite, like High Schools in North America. I most enjoy getting
on the court and playing”.
What motivates you most about practice?
“The thought of improving my game day by day, becoming a
better player and seeing the team grow”.
What are your basketball goals during your time ahead at
the GGS sixth form?
“My goal is definitely to be able to dunk, develop a lethal
crossover and just generally win”.
GGS Basketball Academy is proud to be
sponsored by The Bridge Group, who
have been instrumental in the growth
of the programme thus far. Their ongoing support enables our studentathletes to thrive and we are truly
grateful for their generosity.
Further information about The Bridge
Group and their range of services can be found on their website at https://www.thebridgegroup.uk.com/.
If you are interested in any of the basketball opportunities
available at GGS, please contact Mr J Tong
(tongj@gravesendgrammar.com) for further information.

RUGBY
Henry Bowler was selected as the 1st XV captain for the
2020/21 season, which has unfortunately been blighted by the
pandemic - no fixtures have yet been played, but regardless of
the ongoing obstacles that have been faced, he has been an
absolutely fantastic role model for both his peers and younger
students at Gravesend Grammar School. A strong, imposing
and cultured Hooker, Henry transitioned from the back row to
take up a pivotal position in the centre of the scrum, and with
his physical nature on and off the ball, continually improving
set piece skills and leadership has become one of the stand
out front row players in Kent at his age group.
We asked Henry a few questions about his experience coming
through GGS from Year 7 right up to Year 13 and his aspirations for the future;
Can you introduce yourself?
Henry Bowler, 17 years old and in Year 13.
How does it feel to have been selected as the 1st XV Captain
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for the 2020/21
season?
From Year 7 I have
always wanted to
be part of 1st XV
rugby at GGS with
it’s proud history,
so being selected as
captain was an incredibly proud moment.
What has your
journey as a Senior
Henry Bowler, in action with fellow Year Rugby player been
13 and Kent County representatives Har- like?
ry Tasker and Ben Hope during the Year I have been in13 GGS Rugby Fantasy Competition in volved in 1st team
November 2020.
rugby since Year 11
and during this time
I have seen the standard of rugby as well as the culture in the
school around rugby improve drastically, which is really positive for the future - I am excited for the younger boys coming
through the school.
Who has influenced your rugby journey?
My rugby journey has been influenced by many people, especially my coaches at school across all year groups as well as

from playing rugby outside of school for my club GRFC - Last
season I was selected for the Kent County U17’s which was a
great experience and an honour that I am proud of achieving.
What does the future hold for you as a rugby player?
In the future I hope to continue playing rugby at both club and
at university. I believe school rugby has prepared me for a
good standard of adult rugby and I look forward to seeing how
my experiences will
continue to grow in
the sport.
Although this season
has been stagnated
and difficult, there is
no doubt that Henry
leaves behind a genuine legacy and
foundation
alongside his fellow Year
13 players, which
1st XV Vice Captain Harry Tasker (left)
they should all be
alongside
incredibly proud of.
1st XV Captain Henry Bowler (Right)
We hope that the
boys will have a send off that is befitting of the journey that
they have been on during their time playing for the school.
PJF

TOP TIPS TO KEEP FIT DURING LOCKDOWN
Tip 1 - Get moving every single day - The
PE lessons that have been sent out to you
can all be done from home, and if you can
safely with guardian permission get outside for a run, walk or cycle as often as
possible that will keep your cardiovascular endurance fitness
levels up.
Tip 2 - Release those endorphins Endorphins are a natural chemical that is
released into the body during physical exercise. Endorphins react on opiate receptors in your brain and boost pleasure, can
reduce pain and give a feeling of euphoria. Effectively, they
make you feel good!
Tip 3 - Stay
fit for a
good cause Join in with
the School’s
latest fundraiser, GGS
Sport
to
John
O'Groats (plus). From 15th February to 14th March, you can
walk, run or cycle as many times as possible and total up as
many kilometres as possible over a 4 week period - let's see
how far we can get. For more info see your Year group Google
Classroom and see the link on Virgin Money Giving - GGS Sport
to John O'Groats (Plus)
Gravesend Grammar School

Tip 4 - Work on your Mindfulness
- There are some fantastic ways to
take even one minute of being
present and in the moment. This
can help when you feel overwhelmed by work, or are missing friends or family during
times when you are staying indoors. The PE lesson on mindfulness is a great place to start, but you can find yoga sessions
online, or apps such as Headspace that have significant benefits for our well-being. If you haven't tried before, give it a go!
Tip 5 - Bodyweight exercises from home - Push Ups, Squats,
Lunges, Sit Ups, Burpees, you can put these and more exercises together into a number of different orders to create High
Intensity Interval Training Workouts (HIIT) - these workouts
can generally be short in time frame, anywhere from 5-20
minutes! They'll link back perfectly with Tips 1, 2 and 4!

PJF
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TERM DATES FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2020—2021
TERM 1:

TERM 2:
TERM 3:
TERM 4:

TERM 5:
TERM 6:

Tuesday, 1st September—STAFF INSET DAY + New Year 7 in
Start: Wednesday, 2nd September (Week 1)
Finish: Friday, 16th October
Start: Monday, 2nd November (Week 2)
Finish: Friday, 18th December
Start: Monday, 4th January 2021 (Week 1)
Finish: Friday, 12th February
NB: The start of Term 4 is uncertain. Current Government guideStart: To be confirmed
lines indicate that this might be Monday, 8th March. Please
Finish: Thursday, 1st April
check our website for further details.
Start: Monday, 19th April
Finish: Friday, 28th May
Start: Monday, 7th June
Finish: Thursday, 22nd July

250 CLUB
Happy New Year to you all and I hope you had a good Christmas and are keeping well.

Please see below for the winners from the January 2021
draw:
Please see below for details of the December draw:1st prize - number 256 - £208.31, member since 2015, no
1st prize £210.37 - number 46, member since 2019, no previ- previous wins
ous wins
2nd prize - number 132, £113.63, member since 2014, no
2nd prize £114.75 - number 222, member since 2014, previ- previous wins
ous winner
3rd prize - number 57, £56.81, member since 2018, no previ3rd prize £57.38 - number 107, member since 2017, no previ- ous wins
ous wins
Contribution to school - £378.75
Contribution to school - £382.50
Thank you to everyone for your continued support especially
in these difficult times. Here's to 2021!
Barbara Dumaisnil

MATHS CHALLENGE SOLUTIONS

A beautiful sunrise over GGS playing fields—taken by Site Manager,
Mr Tomkins, on Friday, 12th February
Gravesend Grammar School
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