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Dear Potential 6th former, 

This is an exciting time to be entering the last phase of your 

school education. Most of you will continue into Higher 

Education or find a job which will have a training and 

educational element in it; either way your time in the Sixth 

Form will act as a stepping stone to whatever you decide to 

do.  You should make this next step in the full knowledge of 

what to expect. Please take the opportunity to find out 

everything you need to know by asking the staff or others 

who have taken the courses.   

 

As a Sixth Former you are different, most obviously in the 

sense of uniform and in many cases in your relationships with 

staff.  We expect the highest standards from our Sixth Formers; with opportunity comes 

responsibility, for other people and for your own learning. As a senior student you will be a role model 

for the younger students and you will be encouraged to exercise your leadership skills. We hope this 

will help your personal development and equip you to take your rightful places as the leaders and 

managers of your generation.  

 

Carefully managing your own time will help you prepare for university and the world of work.  The 

obvious benefits of paid work in the evenings and weekends have to be balanced against the potential 

damage caused to your academic work. Those of you that take the long‐term view as to what better 

results will mean for your futures are likely to thrive. 

 

You are in a very competitive market where many students nationally will achieve the very highest 

grades at ‘A’ level.  It is very important that you also take up the opportunities provided by the school 

in the non‐academic curriculum.  This includes sports, music, drama, Combined Cadet Force, Duke of 

Edinburgh scheme, volunteering and mentoring to name but a few.  The richness of your experience 

at Gravesend Grammar School will make you more marketable to some of the most prestigious 

universities and work places.   

 

The range of courses offered to you is extensive; some subject areas will be familiar to you and some 

new.  The staff at Gravesend Grammar School are subject specialists and they, along with your tutor 

and Careers Guidance staff, will help you make the most of your educational opportunities and to 

choose the best path when you eventually leave us. 

 

I hope you decide to enter the Sixth Form here.  We are all dedicated to helping you reach your full 

potential and I hope that the following two years will act as a springboard to your future success. 

 

Mr M Moaby, Headteacher 



INTRODUCTION 
 

This prospectus offers an insight into the nature of the Sixth Form at Gravesend Grammar School.  It is important 
to realise that entry to the Sixth Form should be a considered decision and not an automatic step.  This booklet is 
designed to help you to make informed decisions. 
 
Students  in Year 12 will study three or four A Levels, together with a programme of PSHE, enrichment, tutorials 
and directed study.  It is expected that, following Year 12, students will continue all three or four subjects into Year 
13, taking the A Level exams at the end of Year 13.   
 
ENTRANCE CRITERIA FOR ADMISSION TO THE 6th FORM: 
The academic condition for entry into 6th form for September 2021 is a minimum of 2 x Level 5 grades and 4 x Level 
6 grades at GCSE. This must include a minimum of a grade 5 in English and Maths. Double Science counts as two 
subjects, as does English Language and Literature. 
 
Please  be  aware  that  subjects  also  have  individual  recommendations/requirements  (see  subject  information). 
Students who wish to take 4 A Levels are strongly recommended to have achieved an average of a Level 7 from 
their best 8 GCSEs. 
 
For  students already  in  this  school,  teaching staff are available  to give advice on  the nature and  implications of 
their  particular  subject.    We  also  operate  an 
extensive  guidance  programme,  with  staff  who 
are  best  equipped  to  offer  advice  on  subject 
choice. You will be encouraged to  take time over 
this process, and to talk with the appropriate staff 
as often as necessary. Do not be afraid to talk your 
ideas out;  it  is better to take time now and make 
the  right  decision,  rather  than  to  rush  into  the 
wrong courses. You will make your application to 
GGS through our internal systems. 
 
 
Applications  from male and  female  students  from other  schools are welcomed.  It  is with  sadness  that we are 
unable to meet you all  face to face this year at our planned Sixth Form Information Evening on Wednesday 13th 
January, we will have to suffice with an online event this year in it’s place. There is a wealth of information to be 
extracted  from  the  subject  leaders’  presentations  however,  which  we  encourage  you  to  engage  with  in  the 
subjects you are considering. 
 
Applications for students new to the school can be made online via the school website, which will be open from 
Thursday  14th  January  2021  (https://gravesendgrammar.com/sixth‐form/joining‐our‐sixth‐form/).  Subject  to 
references from your current school, on of the sixth form team will be in touch to discuss your subject choices and 
field any questions you may have. Applications close on Friday 12th February 2021. 
 

Internal students applying for the 6th form will make their application 
by submitting their subject choices, after their consultation evening in 

February 2021. 

 



WHO’S WHO IN THE 6TH FORM: 
  
Mr D Pallant: Head of Key Stage 5  
Dr K Wilson: Assistant Head of Key Stage 5 
Mrs MacMahon: 6th Form Student Support Officer & Careers Adviser 
Mrs Douse: Head of Careers 
Ms Asbury: 6th Form Administrator 
 
Any queries you may have should be directed to Ms Asbury at asburys@gravesendgrammar.com  
 
 
 

  



A LEVEL COURSES 
 

Sixth Form courses are deliberately demanding.  We have the expectation that if you wish to spend two more 
years at School you will use your time to the best possible advantage.  For this reason no student is allowed to do 
less than three subjects. Subjects being offered this year include: 
 

  Art 
  Ancient History  
  Biology 
  Business  
  Chemistry  
  Computer Science 

  Economics 
  English Literature 
  French 
  Geography  
  History  
  Mathematics  

  Further Mathematics  
  Music  
  Physics  
  Physical Education  
  Politics 
  Psychology  

 
You will not normally be allowed to study a subject at A Level unless you have obtained at least a Level 6 at GCSE in 
that subject,  if applicable. There are, however, exceptions to this rule  for new subjects  (Psychology, Politics and 
Ancient History). There are still strong advisory pre requisites for these subjects which you can find later on in this 
booklet. Some subjects may be taken at A Level without having been studied at GCSE. You are advised to consult 
the  entry  ‘recommendations  and  requirements’  as  specified  by  Subject  Leaders  later  in  this  booklet  in  the 
individual course details section. 
 
As indicated above, decisions about courses are very much a matter for the individual. Other general criteria that 
should be considered when making choices are given below; listed in no particular order of importance. 
 

1. For many students A Levels act as a link between school and higher education or into a professional career. 
It is important to be aware of what your options are, and to keep all relevant choices open.  

2. At least 2 of your subjects chosen should complement each other. This does not imply that students should 
select  just  Arts  or  just  Science  subjects,  but  that  attention  should  be  given  to  seeing  that  the  chosen 
subjects blend together and are supportive of one another.   For those choosing 4 A Levels there is more 
scope to choose a contrasting subject that broadens the overall scope. 

3. Choosing more than two ‘new’ subjects should be seriously guarded against. Subjects may not turn out to 
be what was expected and  this may have a detrimental effect on your progress and  results,  should  this 
happen in more than one subject.  

4. A "feeling" and enjoyment for the learning of the subject. Whilst this is an important factor, it must not be 
allowed to over‐ride the others, which have equal validity.   

 
The School cannot guarantee that students will be accepted for all their choices, sometimes numbers are inevitably 
limited. We have refined our option blocks with knowledge of what students generally want to study ‘in the end’ – 
we have also taken note of the outcomes of our internal straw poll. If a subject is popular, where possible, we will 
increase  the  number  of  classes  rather  than  refuse  entry  to  a  subject  due  to  oversubscription.  If  only  a  small 
number of students request a subject, it may not be offered.  
 
Students  are  asked  to  state  an  order  of  preference  which  is  used  when  courses  are  over‐subscribed.  Final 
decisions do not need to be made until after GCSE results are known.  However, any change in selection will be 
subject to there being sufficient places available.   

 
  



A LEVEL STRUCTURE 
 
All  A  levels  are  two  year  linear  courses  with  exams  at  the  end.  Some  subjects  have  an  NEA  (Non  Examined 
Assessment) component. In general we do not offer AS qualifications at the end of year 12, so courses you choose 
are for the full two years. All universities will make offers on 3 subjects, so there is no requirement to study 4 (with 
the exception of Further Maths which must be taken as a fourth at GGS), however, some high attaining students 
may certainly wish to differentiate themselves from the crowd by taking a 4th subject. When considering this as an 
option, you should bear in mind it is preferable to achieve highly in 3 subjects rather than less well in 4. 

 
 

  



THE EPQ: EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION 
 
In term 2 of Year 12 all students will be offered the opportunity to sign up to the Level 3 EPQ. 
 
What is the Extended Project Qualification? 
The  EPQ  is  an  exciting  6th  form  qualification.  This  is  being  described  by University  admissions  officers  as  the  ‘Game 
Changer’. The  reason for  this enthusiastic endorsement  is  the  independent study skills  that students develop as  they 
research a topic of personal interest, track their learning journey, produce their ‘project’ and reflect on that process. 

There is no specific subject syllabus, there are very few 
restrictions  on  project  choices  and  what  is  in  many 
ways  most  exciting  is  that  students  can  choose  their 
own  way  to  demonstrate  that  research.  A  traditional 
dissertation  of  around  5,000  words  is  certainly  one 
option,  but  projects  can  be  'artefacts'  and  an  artefact 
can  take  any  shape  or  form  from  a  piece  of  art  to  a 
performance  or  from  a  scientific  investigation  to 
organising a campaign! 
 
The EPQ & University entrance. 
For  the  universities,  students  who  have  successfully  completed  an  EPQ  arrive  at  university  better  equipped  for  the 
independent learning which is a feature of Higher Education. Their confidence in the EPQ is being demonstrated by a 
number of universities now making prospective students two offers, a standard offer (e.g. AAA) without an EPQ and a 
reduced offer (e.g. AAB) with an EPQ. Confidence in the benefits of the qualification are further demonstrated by the 
OFQUAL decision to value an AS at 40% of an A level, whereas an EPQ is worth 50% of an A Level ‐ endorsement indeed! 
 
The EPQ at Gravesend Grammar School 
The EPQ has long been part of the 6th form at Gravesend Grammar School. There will be a series of taught sessions 
focusing on research methods, how to compile a report and how to evidence a conclusion appropriately. Students 
will have to evidence their commitment to be accepted onto the programme and if successful will be matched with 
a personal supervisor who will support their learning journey. 
 
With so much emphasis now on the examination at the end of Year 13, all EPQs will need to be completed by the 
end of term 1 in year 13 ensure nothing distracts from prioritising trial and final examinations.  
 

 

 
 
 

  



PRIVATE STUDY AND HOMEWORK 
 

All students following an A Level course have, depending on their 
personal programme, several periods a week of private study. If a 
student is to be successful on the course, there is a need to work 
sensibly during this time. To this end, work  is monitored by staff 
at  school  and,  if  standards  of  application  and  achievement  are 
unsatisfactory,  appropriate  action  is  taken.  Year 12  students  are 
required on site at all times and will all have the same number of 
timetabled  sessions. Most  will  have  9  periods  of  directed  study 
per fortnight with a small number using this time for their fourth 
subject.  A  significant  amount  of  study  is  required  outside  of 
timetable lessons in school and at home. Parents are encouraged 
to  actively  monitor  progress  and  achievements  to  help  ensure 

students  reach  their  maximum  potential.  Prospective  6th  form  students  need  to  appreciate  that  there  is  an 
expectation that a very significant amount of work will be done at home, in addition to the work done in private 
study time. Whilst the amount of work will vary with the subjects taken, students should be expected to spend 
20+ hours a week working outside of lessons.  
 
A worrying  factor  is  the amount of  time given  to employment by  some students at weekends and on weekday 
evenings.  Students will find it virtually impossible to reach their true potential if employed on a part time basis for 
more than a few hours per week. Part time employment should be restricted to a maximum of one evening and 
one day at the weekend. 
 

ENRICHMENT, PSHE & TUTORIAL PROGRAMME 
 

Each student is allocated a Tutor who is responsible for day‐to‐day matters. Time is set aside for tutor and student to 
follow a programme of personal and social education, enabling a close link to be forged. Through this programme 
tutors help students with any problems, as well as  simply getting  to know them well. Much of  the  tutor's  time  is 
spent monitoring and discussing students' progress, enabling each student to be guided towards their full potential.  
Tutors are responsible for writing references for applications to Higher Education and through this system they are 
able to write positive, sympathetic and meaningful references.  
 
Whilst  it  is appreciated that,  in general, students will place greatest emphasis on their examination courses,  the 
school believes that a balanced education programme is an integral part of a Sixth Form enrichment course. 
 
PSHE/PASTORAL PROGRAMME: 
Throughout  the  6th  form  students  will  follow  pastoral  and  enrichment  programmes;  these  are  added  to  and 
changed  as  new  ideas  and  opportunities  are  developed.  A  flavour  of  some  of  the  activities  from  the  past  are 
outlined below: 

 A programme of speakers on topics of current interest. 

 An RE/ethics programme including half and whole day conferences 

 A Pastoral programme including work on developing an A Level Mindset. 

 Seminars and focus group talks on specific careers, aspects of higher education and finance. 

 Driving safety activities. 

 Challenge of Management Course – preparing for recruitment and leadership challenges. 

 Year 12 residential trip to London focusing on university, apprenticeships and the world of work. 

 Volunteering opportunities within and outside of school with a variety of organisations. 



 

 Professional  societies,  for  example  the Medic  society,  the  Law  society  and  the  Engineering  society  have 
their own bespoke series of events. 
 

SIXTH FORM ENRICHMENT AFTERNOONS:  
In  the  Sixth  Form  there  are  a wide  variety  of  options within  the  Enrichment  programme.  An  hour  per week  is 
timetabled for all 6th form students to participate in sporting or enrichment activities. The intention is that every 
student will find an interest which he or she can continue into later life. The range of activities currently on offer 
(in season!) are listed below. If a 6th former represents a school sports team they can participate in regular training 
during enrichment.. 
 
 

  Athletics 
  Badminton  
  Basketball  
  Cricket 
  Hockey 
  Rugby 
  Football 
  First Aid 
  Self defence 
  Tennis 
  Ultimate Frisbee 
  Fitness training 
  Survival cookery 

 Ball‐room dancing 
 Beginners Guitar 
 Yoga 
 Singing & music groups 
 Table tennis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Gravesend Grammar School offers an elite Basketball Academy for students with the potential and determination 
to excel within basketball, all whilst combining their sporting development with a rigorous A‐Level curriculum. The 
Academy  provides  students  with  an  intense  schedule  of  on‐court  team  practices,  individual  development 
workouts, strength and conditioning programmes and video analysis sessions, delivered by our dedicated coaching 
staff.  Our  sponsorship  partnership  with  The  Bridge  Group  provides  players  with  the  finest  kit  and  equipment 
available, along with access to cutting‐edge technology. 
 
All  student‐athletes  receive  tailored mentoring  throughout  their  time  in  the Basketball Academy  to ensure  that 
they  achieve  their  academic  and  sporting  goals.  Coaching  staff  also  work  with  students  to  support  university 
recruitment for those players wishing to pursue basketball at the next level.   

  

What will YOU do in the 
next two years that will 
make YOU stand out from 

the crowd? 



ACADEMIC AND CAREERS SUPPORT & GUIDANCE 
 

Guidance is seen as a continuous process before entry to the Sixth form, beginning with discussions with subject 
teachers and tutors, followed by individual  interviews for all who need further help. Appointments can be made 
with Mrs Douse or Mrs MacMahon our in house careers team.  
 

Tutors monitor  student  performance,  discuss  progress  across 
all  subjects  and  administer  sanctions  where  necessary.  We 
operate a comprehensive assessment system in the sixth form. 
Grade  cards  are  issued  electronically,  four  times  per  year, 
including an effort comment, a current working grade (in year 
12)  and  a  predicted  grade  (in  year  13)  for  each  subject. 
Students will  receive a written profile  (a  report)  from each of 
their  teachers  to comment on their progress and offer advice 
on how further  improvements can be made each year as well 
as a consultation evening where subject  teachers will provide 
verbal feedback on progress. 
 

The  guidance  system  operates  throughout  the  student's  time  in  the  Sixth  Form,  and  involves  preparation  for 
application  to  Higher  Education  and  employment.  Students  and  parents  are  invited  to  talks  from  University 
admissions tutors to help with the ever changing UCAS process. Careers conferences are organised with a variety 
of topics and speakers; students can sign up to talks that are most appropriate for their personal aspirations. We 
monitor  students'  work  carefully  and  expect  that  any  problems  are  soon  identified.  Appropriate  advice  and 
support can then be offered to assist the student to work effectively.   



SCHOOL UNIFORM AND APPEARANCE 
THE 6TH FORM DRESS CODE 

 

The overall expectation is appearance in line with that expected in a smart business environment.   
Coats and scarves are not to be worn inside the buildings.   
No obtrusive logos, patterns or advertising on any items of clothing. 
 

Male students 
Dos: 

A suit or jacket with trousers, a school tie, shirt and shoes.   
Jackets to be worn to and from school and in and around the school. 

A plain V neck cardigan or jumper may be worn under the suit or jacket. 
 

Do nots: 
No jeans or chinos. 

No jewellery is allowed apart from one ring, watch and necklace worn inside 
clothing.   

 
 
 

 
 
Female students 
Dos: 
Skirt or trouser suit in a dark or sober colour. 
Skirt must be knee length and fit in such a way that it does not “ride 
up”. 
Suit jackets to be worn to and from school and in and around the 
school. 
When summer uniform is declared girls may choose to wear a 
blouse without a jacket. 
Minimal natural coloured make up. 
Dark shoes with sensible heel (not high). 
Only one stud‐type piece of jewellery per ear, one ring, a wrist 
watch, a discreet necklace.     
 
Do nots: 
No vest tops; bare shoulders, cleavage or midriffs. 
No skin tight trousers. 
 
All: 
Bracelets are only allowed with permission on medical or religious grounds. 
Conventional hair style of a natural colour. 

 

Students failing to meet the dress code may be required to leave the school site 
to get changed. 



IS GGS FOR YOU? 
 

We believe that the courses outlined offer excellent prospects for students who successfully complete Year 11 and 
want to study A Levels in a challenging, caring environment. However, it must be appreciated that they form part 
of a package, and you should consider the whole package carefully before committing yourself. 
 
We offer  an  academically  successful  school with  experienced  teachers  able  to  give  guidance  through  a  difficult 
time  of  decision making.  This  can  only  be  achieved  by  staff,  parents  and  the  students  themselves, monitoring 
progress  in order to ensure they are working satisfactorily. There is an expectation that students enter the Sixth 
Form to work and, when this is not the case, appropriate action is taken. If students are not prepared to work to 
our  expectations  after  warnings  are  given,  they  will  be  asked  to  leave  the  course  and  in  extreme  cases 
recommended to find alternative educational provision. 
 
We  offer  a  Sixth  Form  to  which  students  can  enjoy  belonging,  with  an  excellent  spirit  and  good  relationships 
between staff and students. We offer a good range of extra‐curricular activities, many of which can be followed to a 
very  high  standard  thanks  to  the  skills  of  the  staff.  For  new  and  existing  students  we  are  very  lucky  to  have  a 
dedicated Student Support Team, led by Mrs MacMahon, who are always available for students to talk to about any 
concerns or worries they might be experiencing. 
 
In order to achieve these standards we have high expectations of our students: 

 We expect them to spend their time here in a mature and adult manner. Attending all lessons and other 
specified activities and tutorials. 

 We expect them to be a credit to the school and to represent it in a proper light at all times. 
 We expect them to keep school rules and to dress appropriately.  

 
 

 



GGS SIXTH FORM  
OPTION CHOICES 2021 

 
 

 

BLOCK A  BLOCK B BLOCK C BLOCK D
Art  Business2  Biology Ancient History

Chemistry  Chemistry  Business2  Biology 
Economics2  Economics2  Chemistry  Computer Science 
English  English  Computer Science Further Maths1

Further Maths1  French  Geography  History 
Geography  History  Maths Maths 

History  Maths  Music  Physical Education 
Maths  Physics  Physics Politics 

Physics  Politics  Psychology  Psychology 
  Psychology     

 

OPTION CHOICES FOR 6TH FORM 
 You will be required to choose three or four subjects (only one per block). 
 We advise you to seek help from Careers staff, your tutor and subject teachers before 

making your final choice of A Level subjects. 
 1Further Maths MUST be taken in both blocks (ie it is two subject options). This counts as 

both Maths and Further Maths. 
 2You can only take Business OR Economics, not both. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
You are advised to choose 3 A Level subjects – these will be for two years. Should you wish to 
take 4 subjects you would be advised to have a Level 7 average from your best 8 GCSEs.  
 
PLEASE NOTE:  
Please be aware that some subjects have specific entrance requirements. You should refer to 
the sixth form prospectus for particular subject entry requirements and/or recommendations. 
 
Popular subjects can get full‐up. We are fortunate to have many subject specialist staff; 
therefore, wherever possible, we will endeavour to increase the number of classes within a 
subject. This helps us to accommodate the amount of students wishing to take an 
oversubscribed subject. On the other hand, if a subject is not popular with enough students it 
may not be provided. 

  



GGS SIXTH FORM  
ANCIENT HISTORY 

 
 

EXAM BOARD & COURSE TITLE: OCR Ancient History A Level
SYLLABUS No: H407

QAN No: A 603/0805/9 
CONTACT PERSON: Mr A Dunne (dunnea@gravesendgrammar.com)  

 

WHY STUDY CLASSICAL CIVILISATION?  
This is the ideal complement to the modern history which so many have studied. It builds also upon literary 
studies and gives a chance to develop skills like critical reading and essay writing. The Ancient World is new 
to most people when they start, which brings a freshness to the broader study of history. Between them, 
the Greeks and the Romans laid the foundations for most of what we have today in the UK and Western 
Europe: the political ideas, the legal systems and even the layout of many cities all derives from the Ancient 
World.  
 
Paper 1: The Greeks 
 
Period Study: Greeks and non-Greeks 
 
This is an outline study of the wars of the Fifth 
Century BC: the Persian Wars, with battles like 
Thermopylae and Marathon; the Peloponnesian 
Wars, with battles like Mantinea and Arginousai. 
This will involve building knowledge of the 
Athenians and the Spartans; also, of the Persian 
Empire; the construction of ancient navies, with 
triremes and other ships; hoplite warfare and the 
armour and weaponry of the period. 
 
Depth Study: Athens 
 
This unit looks at the Athenian social and political 
systems: citizenship and slavery; the workings of 
the democracy; the economy of an ancient city; the 
buildings and religious life, including the theatres. 
This unit also touches on philosophy, looking at the 
development of ideas and education which took 
place in Athens through the period. 

Paper 2: The Romans 
 
Period Study: The Julio-Claudian Emperors: 
 
This is an outline study of the early stages of the Roman 
Empire: Tiberius and his long-term absence from Rome, 
leaving government to others; Caligula, and whether he 
was mad, evil or the victim of hostile propaganda; 
Claudius, who invaded Britain and was later murdered 
by his wife; Nero, who persecuted Christians, 
scapegoated for the burning of Rome. Great figures like 
Messalina and Agrippina also played their part in this 
most colourful period of Roman History. 
 
Depth Study: The Late Roman Republic 
 
This is the period of Julius Caesar, Pompey, Cleopatra 
and other brutal militarists. This unit tracks the fall of 
civilian government and how armies took over the 
decision-making. Roman society is looked at: 
institutions like patronage and slavery, and how 
unprecedented success brought with it the seeds of 
destruction. 
 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES: It should be possible to arrange time in the British Museum, which  would be 
very valuable; we will also look to bring in outside speakers from one of the universities. 
ENTRY RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Good GCSE English and/or History results, at Level 6 or above, are recommended.  
 
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED? 
Ancient history is an humanities A level, so will assist entry into any university to study a humanities course. 
It broadens the student into areas which are less widely studied, and extends skills for those going to take 
politics or history, for example, at a higher level. 

 



 

GGS SIXTH FORM 
ART & DESIGN A LEVEL 

 
 

EXAM BOARD & COURSE TITLE: AQA Art & Design A Level 
SYLLABUS: 7201 

 QAN CODE: A 601/4456/7 
CONTACT PERSON: Mrs A Sutton (suttona@gravesendgrammar.com) 

 
WHY STUDY ART & DESIGN A LEVEL?  
Apart from its own wide areas of challenge and learning, Art A level is unique in that almost all other subject areas 
and interests can provide stimulus and starting points for work within the syllabus. This mutually beneficial aspect 
therefore makes Art an ideal partner for other A level choices. This flexibility provides the opportunity to develop 
personal responses to ideas, observations, experiences, environments and cultures in practical, critical and 
contextual forms. 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
The Art A Level course is designed to provide opportunities for students to explore and develop creativity in a 
range of media, including; drawing, painting, print-making, ceramics, photography and Sculpture.  Whilst this is a 
practical subject, and as such requires a sound level of practical ability, the course also contains an important 
academic element, offering scope for all to develop a critical judgement and an awareness of what has been, and 
is being, created in the world of Art.  
 
The first part of the course enables students to build on the skills they used at GCSE and experience a wider range 
of media and techniques. They will work on set themes which allow for workshop type sessions to use new skills 
but also to develop their own work.  
 
In Term 4 of Year 12 students begin an investigation of their choice from a number of set starting points into 
themes and approaches in Art. This builds their skills to enable them to begin the main unit of the A level, the 
Personal Investigation. The students are in control of the themes they choose for the investigation and the direction 
it takes. Work is expected to show development of more personal themes and interests. Work on this unit 
commences in Term 5 of year 12 in readiness for the start of the new school year. Students will be expected to 
work with a great deal of independence, using their study periods to complete practical work in the dedicated 6th 
form are in the art studio. 
 
Examination work is begun in Term 3 of Year 13. Students choose from a number of themes set by the exam 
board, which are open ended and give the students time and opportunity to develop their own outcomes. Students 
sit a 15 hour practical exam where they produce a final piece or pieces in April/May of Year 13.  
ASSESSMENT:  
All work is assessed internally and then externally moderated by AQA. During the course, work is assessed regularly 
and fortnightly target setting meetings take place to guide student’s progress.  
ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES:  
Visits to London Galleries and museums, plus local photography field trips usually take place during the course. 
Students have the opportunity to work with other departments on projects in school, such as producing costume 
and set for the school shows. Students are encouraged to take the opportunity to develop their own awareness of 
Art through visits to galleries in their spare time, either in person or online.  
ENTRY RECOMMENDATIONS:  
Students are recommended to have achieved a level 6 in GCSE Art or similar Level 2 qualification. Students with a 
lower grade, or those with no formal qualification, are welcome to submit some samples of work for further 
discussion about entry to the Art A Level with the Subject Leader. 
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED?:  
Often students have taken Art A level simply because they enjoy it and feel that it generally compliments their 
other subjects; others choose it more specifically; some require it as a joint discipline in a degree course or career 
path such as publishing, theatre design or event management. There are students who want a career in the very 
diverse field of Art & Design, some choose to study for a degree at Art College, where specific skills are covered; 
Photography, Graphics, Product Design, Silversmithing or Architecture for example; as well as more traditional 
disciplines such as Fine Art and Sculpture. Others may opt to go to University to read Fine Art or History of Art, to 
follow a more academic pathway. Possession of an Art A level displays to potential Higher Education establishments 
and employers flexibility and versatility, along with self-awareness and creativity; key qualities in the modern world. 

 



GGS SIXTH FORM 
BIOLOGY A LEVEL 

 

EXAM BOARD & COURSE TITLE: Edexcel Biology A Level (Salters Nuffield) 
SYLLABUS: 9BN0 
QAN CODE: A 601/5299/0 

CONTACT PERSON: Mr C Cutting, Head of Biology cuttingc@gravesendgrammar.com  
 

WHY STUDY BIOLOGY A LEVEL?  The Biology course aims to promote an interest in, and enjoyment of, the 
study of living organisms.  This is carried out through the detailed study of the structure and functioning of the 
animal body, and the roles of plants and animals in ecosystems.  Reference is made throughout to the social 
aspects and implications of modern biology and its relevance to everyday life. Particular attention is paid to the 
ever-changing world of medical science and the moral, social and ethical issues that arise from new techniques. 
This is a content heavy course, especially suited to an ‘all-rounder’ who is confident mathematically, 
communicates effectively and enjoys practical work. 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
Lifestyle, Transport, Genes and Health. 
We consider the structure and function of a number of biological molecules. The structure and function of the 
cardiovascular system, as well as ideas regarding risks to health. Also covered are cell membranes, gas exchange 
surfaces, protein synthesis, and the genetic code. 
Development, Plants and The Environment.  
We cover work on cell division, meiosis and the formation of gametes; stem cell research and gene expression. 
Also covered are cell structure and function, the relationship between plant tissue, and the importance of plant 
products to humans. 
The Natural Environment and Species Survival 
This topic covers photosynthesis and how ecosystems work, and global warming and the effect on the environment. 
Also covered is the role of the forensic pathologist and a variety of analytical techniques. Mechanisms for protection 
against disease are studied as well as the global effects of the disease. 
Energy, Exercise and Co-ordination. 
This unit explains muscle structure and function, respiration and how homeostasis is important in maintaining the 
body’s internal environment. Also covered is the response to stimulus in plants, the nervous system in mammals 
and animal behaviour/development. Moral and ethical issues linked with the Human genome Project are also 
considered. 
Science practical endorsement: In addition to the formally examined section of the course, this further section 
will be internally assessed and moderated externally.  Students will be required to complete a minimum of 12-18 
identified activities in which they demonstrate practical competence in the skill listed. This may be recorded on the 
student’s examination certificate. 
ASSESSMENT: This will be by means of three external assessed exam papers that will cover the core topics and 
also practical principles learned throughout the course. The syllabus is largely synoptic so the later, harder 
questions rely on understanding and knowledge from the previous questions. The third exam will include longer 
answer, synoptic questions that could cover the whole 2 year course. In all papers, 10% will take the form of 
mathematical and data analysis questions aimed at level 2, GCSE mathematical skills.  
ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES: As part of the course the Biology Department organises a fieldtrip, COVID 
allowing, students find the fieldwork to be a valuable & enjoyable experience that enhances their understanding 
of the theories taught in class as well as learning essential ecological techniques that can be asked about in the 
examinations. These opportunities are also essential to fulfil the core practical elements of the course. 
HOME LEARNING: With the increased chance of home learning we have developed an A-level Biology website. 
This has ensured that all our students can access the materials for content, practical’s, exam practice and 
revision skills to provide the best opportunities for success. 
A LEVEL ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:  
You are required to achieve:   
● A Level 6 in GCSE Biology, or a Level 6 in the higher 

Biology paper if double award GCSE is studied. 
● If you want to study more than one science subject at A 

Level, a Level 7 in each GCSE will be required. 

ADVICE AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 
A high level in GCSE Mathematics is advisable due to the 
increased Mathematical demands of A Level Biology. 
We strongly recommend students opt for A level Mathematics 
to study alongside Biology 

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED?: By the end of the course, the students will have gained an 
understanding of biological principles and concepts, and the application of these in fields of industry, medicine 
and everyday life. They should develop an appreciation of the beauties and complexities of the natural world, 
and demonstrate abilities in formulating hypotheses, devising experiments to test these, and interpreting 
experimental data. These are important skills in the modern world, which will enhance job, further education and 
career prospects.  

 



GGS SIXTH FORM 
BUSINESS A LEVEL 

 
 

EXAM BOARD & COURSE TITLE: AQA Business A Level 
SYLLABUS: 7132 
QAN CODE: A 601/4336/8 

CONTACT PERSON: Mr J Pollard (pollardj@gravesendgrammar.com)  
 

WHY STUDY BUSINESS A LEVEL?  
This course equips students to face the corporate world, or study any aspect of business and management at 
university. A Level Business students will be well on the way to becoming effective business managers in the 
21st Century.   By the end of the course you will have focused on the dynamic nature of the contemporary 
business world, researched topical business issues, developed and applied a full range of academic skills including 
data interpretation, essay writing and theoretical modelling.  You will explore real business situations and 
understand the role of business within today’s society. 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
Business A level sets out to address topics and issues that are relevant in today’s society, preparing students for 
their working life ahead. The core content has been organised to follow a logical pathway through the 
understanding of a strategic approach to managing large businesses. It has been broken down into ten modules, 
each of which is equally important to the overall qualification. 

1. What is business? 
2. Managers, leadership and decision-making 
3. Decision making to improve marketing performance 
4. Decision making to improve financial performance 
5. Decision making to improve operational performance 
6. Decision making to improve human resource performance 
7. Analysing the strategic position of a business 
8. Choosing the strategic direction 
9. Strategic methods: how to pursue strategies 
10. Managing strategic change 

The subject lends itself to independent research and project work, as well as group work, so you can be sure of a 
mix of teaching methods. The content has been designed to engage students through including contemporary 
topics and issues such as digital technology, business ethics and globalisation, all of which lend themselves to 
debate and the opportunity to develop personal judgement. Students who enjoy the opportunity to think for 
themselves will find Business A Level extremely rewarding. 

ASSESSMENT:  
The A level is assessed by 3 x 2 hour exams at the end of Year 13. All three examine the whole of the content 
and are split in 20% quantitative assessment and 80% qualitative assessment. There are different styles of 
question, including multiple choice, data response and essays. 
ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES:  
Students have been able to attend events such as “Business in Action” designed to extend their learning and see 
how the theory can be applied.  There are numerous activities run within school to complement learning; for 
example students pit their wits against each other in the ‘Stock Market Challenge’ or participate in the team-based 
national finance competition BASE.  

ENTRY RECOMMENDATIONS:  
Business is an academically demanding subject; good numeracy and literacy skills are necessary as the course 
involves writing essays, data interpretation and data response. Students are recommended to have achieved a 
Level 6 (or equivalent) in Business at GCSE. Students who do not have a GCSE or equivalent will be required to 
complete an extensive programme of work over the summer to help bridge the knowledge gap before the start of 
the course. 

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED? 
The Business A Level will prepare you both for a further course of study at university, or for entry into the 
working world at the age of 18. For example, while many of our students have gone on to study the subject 
further at university, we have seen a growing number secure attractive apprenticeship schemes for organisations 
such as Deloitte and the Bank of England. The range of opportunities from the Business A level is incredibly broad 
and we will support you, whatever your choice. 

 



GGS SIXTH FORM 
CHEMISTRY A LEVEL 

 
 
 
 

EXAM BOARD & COURSE TITLE: Edexcel Chemistry A Level 
SYLLABUS: 9CH0 
QAN CODE: A 601/5646/6 

CONTACT PERSON: Miss J. Kermode (kermodej@gravesendgrammar.com)  
 

WHY STUDY CHEMISTRY A LEVEL? 
For those who want to study medicine, dentistry or veterinary science, Chemistry is essential.  It is also required 
for Chemistry related course including biochemistry.  For those who have yet to decide upon their future career 
path this course will give you the skills and understanding to make decisions about the way in which Chemistry 
impacts on your life.  Chemistry will combine well with Biology, Physics and mathematics. 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
 

Unit 1: Advanced Inorganic and Physical Chemistry. 
This unit covers topics ranging from atomic structure and bonding to the study of elements in the periodic table.  
From a physical chemistry perspective, rates of reaction, equilibrium and energetics are studied.  In addition 
there is an introduction to organic chemistry which is considered in this unit. 
 

Unit 2: Advanced Organic and Physical Chemistry. 
Once again the core aspects of chemistry relating to atomic structure and the periodic table will be considered 
here but more content focus will be placed upon organic chemistry and related modern analytical techniques.  In 
addition, relevant inorganic chemistry will also be studied and assessed. 
 

Unit 3: General and Practical Principles in Chemistry. 
This section may draw from any topics studied in the previous units and will have a synoptic nature.  It will 
assess the conceptual and theoretical understanding of experimental methods that will be experienced directly in 
practical lesson.  
 

Science practical endorsement: In addition to the formally examined section of the course, this further 
section will be internally assessed and moderated externally.  Students will be required to complete a minimum 
of 12 identified activities in which they demonstrate practical competence in the skill listed. This may be recorded 
on the student’s examination certificate. 
 
ASSESSMENT:  
This will be by means of three external assessed 
exam papers that will cover the core topics and also 
practical principles learned throughout the course. 
 

Unit 2: Advanced Organic and Physical Chemistry 
 Duration 1 hour 45 minutes  
 Consisting of multiple choice, open response and 
extended writing questions 
 30% of the total qualification 

Unit 1: Advanced Inorganic and Physical Chemistry 
 Duration 1 hour 45 minutes 
 Consisting of multiple choice, open response and 
extended writing questions 
 30% of the total qualification 

Unit 3: General and Practical Principles in Chemistry 
 Duration 2 hours and 30 minutes 
 Consisting of multiple choice, open response and 
extended writing questions 
 40% of the total qualification 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES:  
In addition to classroom tasks, resources and extension activities are made available via the school’s virtual 
learning environment.  Further support sessions may also be available throughout the year to assist students at 
all levels.  
A LEVEL ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:  
You are required to achieve:   
 A Level 6 in GCSE Chemistry, or a Level 6 in the 

higher Chemistry paper if double award GCSE is 
studied. 

 If you want to study more than one science subject 
at A Level, a Level 7 in each GCSE will be required.  

ADVICE AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Please be advised that the mathematical demand of 
the subject has been substantially increased for the 
linear A-level. A high grade in GCSE mathematics is 
therefore recommended and we would strongly advise 
students to opt to study A level Mathematics alongside 
Chemistry. 

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED?:  
Chemistry is essential should you wish to study a medically focussed subject or veterinary science, in addition to 
other chemistry related degree subjects.  As a facilitating subject, Chemistry will also be viewed favourably by 
universities and employers alike as it demonstrates a sound academic ability, highly valued in many other careers 
such as law and finance. 

 



GGS SIXTH FORM 
 COMPUTER SCIENCE A LEVEL 

 

EXAM BOARD & COURSE TITLE: AQA Computer Science A Level
SYLLABUS: 7517
QAN CODE: A 601/4569/9

CONTACT PERSON: Mr A Singh (singha@gravesendgrammar.com)  
WHY STUDY COMPUTING A LEVEL?  
This course sees students develop a set of skills which are recognised as being distinct and valuable.  Although coding is 
important, the course has more to offer, including abstraction and decomposition to think through problems. 
o This course provides the ideal foundation for those students who wish to pursue ICT or Computing at degree level, 

or as a career. 
o The practical assessments (examination & project based) contribute a significant amount towards the final grade. 
o Candidates will gain skills that can be transferred indirectly into many disciplines.
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION A LEVEL Computer Science:
Paper 1: 
This will test the student’s ability to programme, as well as their theoretical knowledge of CS on: 
- fundamentals of programming 
- fundamentals of data structures 
- fundamentals of algorithms 
- theory of computation 
- systematic approach to problem solving 
It will make use of preliminary material, a skeleton programme with test data for use in the examination. 

2.5 
hour 
on-

screen 
exam 

 
40% 

Paper 2: 
This will explore other topics including the fundamentals of: 
- data representation 
- computer systems 
- computer organisation & architecture 
- consequences of uses of computing 
- fundamentals of communication & networking 
- databases & big-data 
- functional programming. 
These are examined with compulsory short-answer and extended-answer questions.

2.5 
hour 

written 
exam. 

 
 

40% 

Non-Examined-Assessment (NEA): 
This looks the student's ability to use the knowledge and skills gained through the course to solve or 
investigate a practical problem. Students will be expected to follow a systematic approach to problem 
solving. 

75 
marks. 

 
20% 

 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES:  It is hoped that pupils will have an area of interest involving Computing & ICT.  The new 
syllabus includes assembly language, hash tables, vectors and object-oriented-programming. Staff members of the ICT 
department have their own specialism and the range extends from programming to desktop publishing and graphics.  
We hope to visit the Cambridge Centre for Computing History or Bletchley Park.
ENTRY RECOMMENDATIONS: GCSE in Computing at Level 6 or above is required and a high Level in GCSE 
Mathematics is strongly advised. There is content that builds towards Boolean Algebra, number representation & bases, 
along with the complexity of algorithms. There is a steep learning curve & you must be resilient to recover from 
mistakes you will make as you gain experience in coding. You must be independent, as you will be correcting and 
improving your skills as you progress. If you have no formal computing qualifications, but have significant interest and 
experience with coding/programming, you are encouraged to speak with the subject leader about your suitability for this 
A Level course.  
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED? Computer Science is a good platform from which to progress into a 
technical role or degree course.  It will provide you with an excellent skill set that is easily transferable between 
subjects.  Understanding how to break a problem into its constituent parts is essential in solving real world problems.  
The solution may involve algorithm design, software, the internet or just a pen and paper! Note: If you are intending 
to study Computer Science at university, it is recommended that you study A Level Mathematics as well. 
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EXAM BOARD & COURSE TITLE: AQA Economics A Level 
SYLLABUS: 7136 
QAN CODE: A 601/4371/X 

CONTACT PERSON: Mrs D Winnett (winnettd@gravesendgrammar.com) 
 

WHY STUDY ECONOMICS A LEVEL?  
Economics graduates are the best paid on average in the UK, behind only medicine and vets. If this isn’t your 
motivator, then the concept of Economics is about making choices.  It is about how, as individuals and groups, we 
get the things we want to buy and the services we need and want. From a £5 flight to Barcelona to a penny off 
income tax, from a National Health Service that’s free at the point of use to the price of a can of beans – Economics  
helps people understand why things are the way they are and why changes happen.  
Economics isn’t just about money and it isn’t just about the decisions made by governments or big business. It is 
about making choices between different uses of limited resources – and most of the resources we need to use in 
our lives are limited in some way or another. By the end of this course students develop an understanding of 
current economic issues, problems and institutions that affect everyday life; apply economic concepts and theories 
in a range of contexts and appreciate their value and limitations in explaining real world phenomena. Students will 
learn to analyse, explain and evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the market economy and the role of the 
government within it. 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
Students will develop an understanding of, and an insight into, microeconomics (understanding the behaviour of 
individual people and firms) and macroeconomics (understanding the behaviour of the economy as a whole). The two 
are taught concurrently, by two different teachers, across the two years of study. During the second year of study, 
the third synoptic exam paper is introduced, stretching the students to interrelate their macro and microeconomic 
theory in order to present more real-world recommendations when faced with economic problems. 
Before embarking on a study of A Level Economics, it is difficult to relate these quite abstract topics to the definition 
of Economics as “the study of making choices”. However, this is where the Social Science categorisation of Economics 
comes in to enable each of them to relate back to the core definition. Despite the complex scientific methodology 
involved, all of the content revolves around human decision-making and the consequences of those decisions with 
regard to economic welfare. As an economist, a student will develop their ability to assess the impact of those decisions 
and evaluate the overall positive or negative impact on welfare and society. 
ASSESSMENT:  
The new A level is assessed by a combination of data response, essay and objective multi-choice questions. Skills of 
data interpretation, analysis and evaluation are essential. 20% of the exam marks are based on quantitative skills 
and 80% on qualitative skills i.e. writing. The A Level is assessed by three x 2-hour exam papers, each of which 
included the different styles of question. One exam paper is based on microeconomics, one on macroeconomics and 
the final one on everything in the new specification i.e. synoptic content
ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES:   
Last year students took part in ‘BASE’, a National Competition run by the ICAEW; a team of five students develop 
their own policy under a set of challenging business/economic conditions. Students also had the opportunity to 
attend “Economics in Action”, a conference day at the University of London, plus the annual visit to the Bank of 
England to investigate UK inflation. This year we are currently enrolled for a virtual version of “Economics in Action” 
and will aim to do the same with other activities. 
ENTRY REQUIREMENT:  
Economics is an academically demanding subject; good numeracy and literacy skills are essential. The course 
involves writing essays, data interpretation and drawing diagrams. To demonstrate the essential mix of quantitative 
and qualitative skills students are required to have at least a GCSE Level 6 in Economics or an average GCSE score 
of 6.5 if GCSE Economics has not been studied at GCSE. 
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED?  
Last year, more than 50% of our A Level students applied to university to read for an Economics or combined 
Economics degree and more than 35% of them achieved A or A* at A Level. Many universities regard it as a “core” 
subject and, as such, it helps to access a wide range of degrees at the top universities. As a Social Science, 
Economics can often provide a bridge between maths/sciences and the arts and thus lends itself particularly well to 
joint honours degrees e.g. with Maths or History. Students often decide to progress in to the world of Finance with 
career objectives such as stockbrokers or market analysts.
 



GGS SIXTH FORM 
ENGLISH LITERATURE  

A LEVEL  
 

EXAM BOARD & COURSE TITLE: Edexcel English Literature A Level  
SYLLABUS: 9ET0 
QAN CODE: A 601/5046/4 

CONTACT PERSON: Mr J Manson mansonj@gravesendgrammar.com 
Mrs A Doddington doddingtona@gravesendgrammar.com 

 

WHY STUDY ENGLISH LITERATURE? You might have considered the idea of studying literature.  You 
might like the thought of reading “great” texts.  However, you could still be wondering what the point of 
studying English Literature might be.  English Literature teaches us about universal truths.  You will be able 
to take part in reading and writing about texts that interest, entertain and shock, both now and in their own 
contemporary lifetimes. We are surrounded by the written word in our everyday lives.  This course 
encourages you to be critical about what you read more widely than in lessons.   
COURSE DESCRIPTION & ASSESSMENT:  
A Level English Literature consists of three externally examined papers and one coursework component. The 
qualification requires the study of five literary texts plus unseen poetry. 
 
Unit 1: Drama (30% of total qualification) 
One Shakespeare play, either ‘Othello’ or ‘King Lear’ and one other drama from the genre of tragedy: ‘Dr 
Faustus’ or ‘A Streetcar Named Desire’. These plays will be studied alongside a critical anthology that will 
enrich the study of the selected play. Students will take a written examination lasting 2 hours and 15 minutes 
with closed books. 
 
Unit 2: Prose (20% of total qualification) 
Students will study two prose texts from a chosen theme, at least one prose text must be pre-1900. The 
selected theme will be either: childhood or the supernatural. The childhood texts will be chosen from: ‘Hard 
Times’ by Dickens and ‘Atonement’ by Ian McEwan or the supernatural: ‘Dracula’ by Bram Stoker and ‘The 
Little Stranger’ by Sarah Walters. This will be examined in a one hour and 15 minutes examination with 
closed books. 
 
Unit 3: Poetry (30% of total qualification) 
Students will study a selection of modern poetry from ‘Poems of the Decade: An Anthology of the Forward 
Books of Poetry’ 2002-2011. In addition, they will study selected poems from the Romantics or the Romantic 
poet, John Keats. The poetry examination is 2 hours and 15 minutes with closed texts. This examination will 
include an unseen element/poem for students to analyse. 
 
Unit 4 coursework (20% of total qualification) 
This is internally assessed and students have a free choice of texts to study. These texts can be linked by 
theme, movement, author or period. The extended essay will be between 2500 – 3000 words. 
ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES: In previous years students have visited The Imperial War museum in Yr 12, 
The British Library in Yrs 12 and 13, The Globe in Yr 13, and various other theatre trips such as ‘Dr Faustus’, 
‘Othello’, ‘King Lear’ and ‘War Horse’.  In addition students have attended lectures at The Cambridge Union 
with English lecturers from the university discussing the students set texts. Students are also invited to 
attend small seminar sessions, timetabled once a week; and are encouraged to join the creative writing 
extra-curricular club, or become English prefects and work with students in the lower school.  
ENTRY RECOMMENDATIONS:  
Level 6 or above in English Language and Literature GCSEs are advised. You should be aware that this 
course is entirely assessed on your ability to write critical and comparative essays. 
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED?: You could take this course to complement other A level 
courses or to lead onto higher education to study English Literature or Language, Media or Film Studies, or 
other areas of the Arts or Humanities. With further training, you could go into a job related to English such 
as a career in the Media, entertainment industry, publishing, personnel, and public relations or, of course, 
teaching. 
 
 



 
GGS SIXTH FORM  

FRENCH 
 
 

 

EXAM BOARD & COURSE TITLE: AQA French A’ Level
SYLLABUS: 7652 
QAN CODE: A 601/8727/X

CONTACT PERSON: Miss. V. Lewis (lewisv@gravesendgrammar.com) 
 

WHY STUDY FRENCH? With only 44% of candidates taking a foreign language at GCSE, and 3.5% taking an A’ level 
language in 2018 (source: DfE), studying French at A’ level is likely to give you the edge over a similar applicant 
without a linguistic background wishing to enter university, or gain employment. It provides the opportunity to build on 
key transferable skills required by top universities and employers alike, enhancing your linguistic, cultural and cognitive 
flexibility and developing your capacity for critical and analytical thinking, and ability to research independently.  
French, as with other modern and classical languages, is viewed as a facilitating subject by the Russell Group of 
universities, keeping open a much wider range of options available to you at university. French is a major world 
language, being the mother tongue of 119 million people in 30 different countries and spoken by 264 million people 
worldwide. Together with English, it is the only other language spoken on every continent. Listen to the thoughts, 
experience and advice of former GGS students who have taken A’ level French on the Sixth Form Information Video for 
French A’ level at Gravesend Grammar School, or click to watch and listen to individuals here, here, here, here, or here. 
COURSE DESCRIPTION A’ LEVEL FRENCH: 
You will study grammar intensively during Term 1 of Year 12 to consolidate understanding and build confidence. You 
will then study key themes and sub-themes using a range of sources, including material from online media: ‘Social 
Issues and Trends’, and ‘Political and Artistic Culture’’; these themes cover current issues and wide-ranging aspects of 
French-speaking society, such as: family, ‘cyber-society’, diversity, work, crime, marginalisation, cinema, music, political 
engagement and immigration. You will have a weekly small group session with a French Language Assistant to build 
confidence with your language skills, especially speaking, in addition to the opportunity to attend French clinic. 
 

Paper 1: 
LISTENING, 
READING & 
WRITING 

  

Assessment: Written exam (2 hours and 30 minutes) (50%) (100 marks) 
This paper combines listening, reading and writing skills, focusing on topics based on authentic 
sources, from the two themes: ‘Social Issues and Trends’, and ‘Political and Artistic Culture’’. It also 
includes grammar and translation tasks, both into and out of French. Listening involves use of 
individual audio equipment with student control.  

Paper 2: 
WRITING 

 
  

Assessment: Written exam (2 hours) (20%) (80 marks) 
This paper involves essay-writing and grammar skills in response to one of two questions per text or 
film. Students must choose to write on either two literary texts, or one literary text and one film, 
from the specification, which reflects the candidate’s personal interests. Ca. 300 words per essay. 

Paper 3: 
SPEAKING 

 
 

Assessment: Oral exam (21–23 minutes, including 5 minutes’ preparation time) (30%) (60 marks)
A discussion with the examiner on a sub-theme based on a stimulus card. 
A presentation and discussion on an individual research project relating to a literary text, film, or an 
area of interest related to France or a French-speaking country. Detailed instructions will be 
provided. The presentation is a chance for you to choose a topic which is of real interest to you. 

 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES: Students are encouraged to take on the role ‘lead learners’ as Subject Prefects, working 
with students in lower years in language clinics, and to promote languages within the school. Students currently benefit 
from French clinics and small conversational classes with a French assistant to develop fluency and confidence. We 
have developed opportunities for cultural links with schools in France, and educational visits to France are organised by 
the department to enhance language learning and cultural knowledge and understanding. 
A’ LEVEL ENTRY RECOMMENDATIONS: A GCSE level 6 or above is recommended to pursue French A’ Level, and 
ESPRIT - enthusiasm, skillful, passionate, Resilient, Inquisitive, Tenacious.  
 

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED? Taking French at A’ level provides you with more options, further 
to leaving Gravesend Grammar School. Many degree-level courses can be combined with French, often allowing for a 
year to be spent abroad gaining valuable work-experience to set yourself apart from others when competing to enter 
the workforce; taking French does not limit you to taking a purely French degree, though many are available.  

A language degree is attractive to many employers beyond the traditional avenues of language teaching, translating 
and interpreting. Employment opportunities could become more accessible, both in the UK and further afield, for 
example, in the fields of Business and Finance, or International Law or Management, Engineering, and field of Science 
and Research. 

 



GGS SIXTH FORM  
GEOGRAPHY 

 
 

EXAM BOARD & COURSE TITLE: Edexcel Geography A Level  
SYLLABUS: 9GE0 
QAN CODE: A 601/8417/6

CONTACT PERSON: Mr M Ward (wardm@gravesendgrammar.com)  
 
 

WHY STUDY GEOGRAPHY? Geography deals with major world issues in a vigorous way; it gives a wider picture of 
the world in which we live. The study of Geography will equip you with an appreciation of the relationships between 
people and their environment – both locally and globally. Students will develop an in-depth understanding of physical 
and human geography, the complexity of people and environment questions and issues, and to become critical, 
reflective and independent learners. This is achieved through an issues-based approach to studying geography, 
enabling students to explore and evaluate contemporary geographical questions and issues such as the consequences 
of globalisation, responses to hazards, water insecurity and climate change. 
COURSE DESCRIPTION A LEVEL GEOGRAPHY:  
Four equally weighted content components, offering both compulsory and optional content, assessed through three 
external assessments and one non-examined assessment. 
 
Paper 1- 2 hours 15 (105 marks) 30% (physical) 
Tectonic Processes and Hazards, The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity, The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security 
Either Glaciated Landscapes and Change Or Coastal Landscapes and Change. 
Paper 2- 2 hours 15 (105 marks) 30% (Human) 
Globalisation, Superpowers. 
Regenerating Places or Diverse Places & Health Human Rights and Intervention or Migration, Identity and Sovereignty 
Paper 3- 2 hour 15 (70 marks) 20% (Synoptic issues paper) 
Geographical Issue exploring themes of Players, Attitudes and Actions, Futures and Uncertainties. 
This will be rooted in two or more of the content areas detailed above. 
Coursework (60 marks) 20% 
An individual 3,000-4,000 written report consisting of fieldwork data, collecting your own data and from secondary 
sources. Independent analysis and evaluation of data, presentation of findings and extended writing. 

GEOGRAPHICAL SKILLS….. will be integrated into the course across the two years these include Cartographic Skills 
(OS maps, atlases), Graphical Skills (including images and photo analysis), Numerical and Statistical Skills (averages, 
spreads of data, correlations), Technological/ICT skills (GIS- Google earth and ArcGIS), Data Research skills 
ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES: An independent GGS Geography website has been created for students as well as 
Geography Library for students to make use of. National Geographic, Geographical and Geography Review magazines 
are available in the library. A minimum of FOUR days of fieldwork will be carried out across both physical and human 
Geography, at least one of these will be individually planned and completed and link to the coursework element of the 
Course (20%). A minimum of 3 field work days off site at a residential centre (please note there is a cost for this which 
is a core part of the A Level Geography course).  Trips / fieldwork are subject to latest government advice regarding 
travel restrictions. 
ENTRY RECOMMENDATIONS: 
A GCSE Level 6 or above is recommended to pursue Geography at A Level, allied with a proven ability and interest in 
the subject. With the increasing emphasis on maths and statistics in A Level Geography you are also recommended to 
have reached an equally competent standard in GCSE Maths. 
  

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED? Geography is a “facilitating” subject with a wide range of skills 
that are beneficial for future studies or careers. The practical elements of fieldwork and data collection, combined with 
data presentation, analysis and evaluative skills make it one of the most employable subjects post University. Similarly 
the ability to gain critical skills is a particular strength, with an emphasis on skills for the future. A level Geography 
could lead on to Higher education to study Geography, or other related disciplines.  With further training, you could go 
into a job related to geography such as a Town Planner, Environmental Officer or Weather Forecaster. It will not limit 
your options. 

 



GGS SIXTH FORM 
HISTORY A LEVEL 

 
 

EXAM BOARD & COURSE TITLE: AQA History A Level  
SYLLABUS: 7042 
QAN CODE: A 601/4973/5 

CONTACT PERSON: Mr M Ward (wardm@gravesendgrammar.com)  
 

WHY STUDY HISTORY?  
What is the most important thing you ever study? People. History is about people: what they do and why, how others 
react to them and how their actions impact upon others. It’s about how they communicate their ideas and how that 
brings about a reaction; it’s about how we understand the ideas of others. In the end, it’s about how we – as individuals, 
as a country and as a species – have got to where we are now. History can only attempt to reconstruct the parts of 
the past – but some interesting and important parts! 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
 
Component 1- Breadth Study: The Tudors-1485-1603 
In 1485 England was rocked by internal conflict from the Wars of the Roses-decades of competition and betrayal. Henry 
VII had just won the crown through conquest and embarking on his attempt to secure a Tudor Dynasty.  His reign was 
to be littered with rebellions and his continual attempt to secure his throne.  His success enabled the beginning of one 
of, arguably, the most famous English dynasties-the Age of the Tudors. The Tudors oversaw dramatic social and 
economic changes; including the Break from Rome, the growth of Humanism and drastic population growth. Despite 
all of these changes the authority of the monarch survived-you will investigate how this was possible. The Tudors also 
saw the reign of two Queens, including Elizabeth and her ‘Golden Age’, you will investigate how this was possible within 
a patriarchal society. Other significant questions we will investigate are: To what extent do the Tudors deserve their 
glowing reputation? How did England operate on an international stage? Was Thomas More correct that the Tudor Age 
was the Age of ‘sheep eating men’? 

Component 2 – Depth Study: Democracy and Nazism: Germany, 1918–1945 
Pupils will trace the journey of Germany from a vibrant and cultural Democracy post WWI and how this was dismantled 
by Hitler as he established his Nazi Dictatorship through to World War II and the creation of the infamous Death Camps. 
We will explore the political spectrum, notions of nationalism and liberalism as well as ideological Concepts such as 
racialism, anti-Semitism and Social Darwinism. What could drive German soldiers to murder 7 million Jews? Are all 
Germans responsible for the holocaust? This course also encourages reflection on how Governments work and the 
problems we encounter as individuals when faced with hatred and oppression which is so relevant to the political 
climate in the world today. How far can humanity go when faced with economic and social unrest? This course will 
show us.  
 
Historical Enquiry: Pupils will launch their own in-depth historical enquiry based on an in-depth analysis of the Stuart 
Century.  They will consider how Charles I brought a dynasty and institution crashing down around him, the complexities 
of the only Republic in English history and the bloodless Glorious Revolution of 1688. This unit is student centred – 
good preparation for university, degree level work. It will involve study through use of primary and secondary texts 
alongside an in depth appreciation of historiography and will require the writing of an extended essay. 
ASSESSMENT:  
Component 1: The Tudors – written exam at the end of Year Thirteen. 40% of A Level. 
Component 2: Germany, 1918–1945 – written exam at the end of Year Thirteen. 40% of A Level.  
Historical Investigation: Coursework - 4500 words: marked by teachers & moderated by AQA. 20% of A Level 
ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES:  
Conferences and history visits will form a part of the study including a Year 13 trip to Berlin. (Subject to travel 
guidance at the time). 
ENTRY RECOMMENDATIONS:  
Level 6 or higher in GCSE History is recommended. Although it is not ideal, if you have not studied History at GCSE, 
and achieve a level 7 or higher in English GCSE you are welcome to discuss taking History A Level with the subject 
leader. 
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED?  
History at A level will gain you entry into most general degree courses. The subject is highly regarded by university 
admissions tutors as a strong academic option. Skills of recall, critical reading, research and balanced argument are 
sought in many disciplines, so History widens your options, rather than narrowing them.  Many skills required for a 
whole range of future leadership roles within both the public and private sector are honed within the study of history. 

 



GGS SIXTH FORM  
MATHEMATICS 

 
 

EXAM BOARD & COURSE TITLE: Edexcel Mathematics A Level
SYLLABUS: 9MA0
QAN CODE: A 603/1333/X 

CONTACT PERSON: Mr M Allen (allenm@gravesendgrammar.com)  
 
WHY STUDY MATHEMATICS?  
As well as being an intellectually stimulating subject in its own right, A-Level Mathematics equips students with the 
necessary skills (problem solving, logic and clear thinking) to support many other subjects, including Sciences, 
Economics, Geography, Computer Science to name but a few.   
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION AS MATHEMATICS: 
 
All the content for A-Level Mathematics is compulsory and is the same for all examining boards. 
Students will follow the set course and take three terminal examinations. 
 
Two of these examinations will be on Pure Mathematics which makes up approximately 66% of the course. The third 
examination will be on both Statistics and Mechanics which makes up the final 34%. 
 
Some topics already studied at Higher GCSE level such as Trigonometry, various algebraic topics and coordinate 
Geometry are revisited. Students are then introduced to new topics such as differential and integral calculus, as well as 
arithmetic and geometric series. This work will provide the platform for all year 12 and future year 13 study in this 
subject.  
 
Statistics is by far the most used area of Mathematics covered, in terms of being applicable to other subjects as well as 
a whole range of first year degree courses including Business and Economics, financially based courses as well as 
engineering, medical and biologically based sciences.  The work covered includes dealing with data including 
summarising and representation of data. Probability ideas are extended and formalised, in a more complex manner, 
from GCSE level. Newer ideas are also encountered including more formal ideas of correlation and regression. ‘Normal 
distribution’ is studied, and also basic hypothesis testing. There will be an emphasis on using real data sets and 
building an awareness of how to analyse such data sets using appropriate technology. There is an expectation that 
students will possess a graphical calculator or one that can access statistical tables and perform iterative processes. 
 
In Mechanics, Newton’s Laws of motion are explored in a variety of contexts. The use of Forces in ‘balanced’ problems 
are investigated as well as various types of motion under different conditions. Vectors, introduced previously at GCSE 
Higher level, are developed and applied across topic areas. Many algebraic skills developed in the Higher course at 
GCSE and in the Pure Mathematics courses are needed here. 
 
In the new A-Level Mathematics syllabus, there is more of a problem solving approach to the content, and students 
will work to develop these skills allowing them think about how to deal with challenging problems devising strategies 
that allow for this.  
ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES:  Students participate in the National ‘Senior Mathematics Challenge’ and various 
lectures, competitions etc.  
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 
Students must have achieved a minimum of a Level 7 in GCSE Mathematics. 
 
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED?
Successfully completing A Level Mathematics will allow students to continue with their studies in Mathematics or a 
Mathematics related degree subject.  It will also give students the skills that many degree courses expect.  These 
include Engineering, Finance and Banking, IT, Accountancy, Actuarial Science and Architecture to name a few.  
Employers will also look favourably on students who gain A level Mathematics as they will be looking for individuals 
with the skills described above.   
 



GGS SIXTH FORM  
MATHEMATICS  

(FURTHER) 
 

 

EXAM BOARD & COURSE TITLE: Edexcel Further Mathematics A Level 
SYLLABUS: 9FM0
QAN CODE: A 603/1499/0

CONTACT PERSON: Mr M Allen (allenm@gravesendgrammar.com)  
 
WHY STUDY FUTHER MATHEMATICS?  
 
As well as being an intellectually stimulating subject in its own right, A-Level Mathematics and Further Mathematics 
equips students with the necessary skills (problem solving, logic and clear thinking) to support many other subjects, 
including Sciences, Economics, Geography, ICT to name but a few.  Also, Further Mathematics will provide the 
challenges that able students need to enable them to develop to first year University/degree level.  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION GCE FURTHER MATHEMATICS: 
 
This is a challenging course resulting in the award of two A-Levels in Mathematics. Suitability for this course should 
be discussed with Mr Allen. Top universities will look for this option if you are thinking about studying Mathematics at 
degree level or as part of a Mathematics related degree. 
 
In this course you would study A-Level Mathematics in year 12. (see section on A-Level Mathematics at GGS) 
Students will then study the further mathematics sections in year 13. 
The course will be made up of two compulsory units based on Pure Mathematics. 
Two further courses on Statistics and Mechanics will be completed. 
 
This is an excellent qualification for high ability mathematics students as it provides the challenge that such students 
need as well as very good career opportunities.  
 
 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES: 
 
Students can also participate in the ‘National Senior Mathematics Challenge’ and various video conferences. Lecture 
trips and team events are also present. 
 
A LEVEL ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: 
 
Students must achieve at least Level 8 in GCSE Mathematics 
 
  
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED? 
 
Successfully completing A Level Mathematics/Further Mathematics will allow students to continue with their studies in 
Mathematics or a Mathematics related degree subject, in the knowledge that they have excellent mathematical skills at 
their disposal.  It will also give students the skills that many degree courses expect.  These include Engineering, 
Finance and Banking, IT, Accountancy, Actuarial Science and Architecture to name a few.  Employers will also look 
favourably on students who gain A Level Further Mathematics as they will be looking for individuals with the skills as 
described above.   
 
 



 
GGS SIXTH FORM 
MUSIC A LEVEL 

  
EXAM BOARD & COURSE TITLE: Eduqas Music A Level 

SYLLABUS: TBC 
 QAN CODE: 601/8146/1 

CONTACT PERSON: Mr P Mitchell (mitchellp@gravesendgrammar.com) 
 
WHY STUDY MUSIC A LEVEL?  
Music is an enjoyable part of everybody’s life and creativity has become one of the most important and in-demand 
skills around the world.  
 
The study of creative subjects, like Music, is now more respected and relevant to young people than it ever has 
been before, no matter what your ambitions may be. Studying Music develops expertise in creative thinking, 
problem solving, self-discipline, critical analysis and teamwork, as well as many other desirable traits - giving you 
the chance to succeed. These skills can be transferred across any professional setting to enable you to thrive. 
When business leaders across the globe were surveyed, they voted creativity as the most important workplace skill 
to help their businesses survive and grow (World Economic Forum).  
 
Studying A Level Music will also provide a much needed creative outlet, complimenting and supporting a wide 
range of other A Level subjects. Though above all else, Music encourages a sense of confidence, community, 
belonging and mental wellbeing that will not only enhance your professional life, but your personal life as well.  
COURSE DESCRIPTION & ASSESSMENT:  
The course is broken down into three modules; performance, composition and analysis (exam). There are two 
options of what weighting each module counts towards the final A Level, allowing you to work to your strong points 
(see Option A & B below). 
 
 Option A Option B  Assessment objectives 

Performance 
(Coursework) 

10-12 minutes, 
35% 

6-8 minutes, 
25% 

Interpret musical ideas through performing, with 
accurate technical and expressive control and an 
understanding of style and context. 

Composition 
(Coursework) 

4-6 minutes, 
25% 

8-10 minutes, 
35% 

Create, write and develop musical ideas with technical 
and expressive control and coherence. 

Appraising 
(Written Exam) 

2hours 15 minutes written exam 
(approx) 

40% 

Demonstrate and apply musical knowledge, as well as 
using analytical and appraising skills to make 
evaluative and critical judgements about music.  

 
The Areas of Study for the Appraising module offer a broad scope for research and development of understanding: 

- The Western Classical Tradition  
- Rock and Pop OR Musical Theatre OR Jazz (One to be studied as a class) 
- Into the 20th Century OR Into the 21st Century (One to be studied as a class) 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES:  
- Trips to see live performances 
- Own performance opportunities 
- Skills workshops 
- Visiting speakers 

ENTRY RECOMMENDATIONS:  
Students are recommended to have achieved a level 5 in GCSE Music or similar. Students with a lower grade, or 
those with no formal qualification, are welcome to audition on their instrument and sit a written paper to assess 
their knowledge of music theory.  
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED?:  
You do not have to want to be a professional musician to study Music. Music will enable you to demonstrate many 
transferable skills which employers, colleges and universities will be looking for. Creativity can give you 
opportunities to travel, meet new people, be exposed to different cultures and experience new things. 

 



 
GGS SIXTH FORM  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
 

EXAM BOARD & COURSE TITLE: OCR Physical Education A Level  
SYLLABUS: H555
QAN CODE: A 601/8322/6 

CONTACT PERSON: Mr P Foreman (foremanp@gravesendgrammar.com) 
 

WHY STUDY PE A LEVEL?  
Have you ever wondered …… 
• Why some people can run faster than others?  
• How your personality affects your performance? 
• How you could become an elite sports performer?  
• Why people take drugs?  
• How technology can help you? 
Study A Level Physical Education to find out the 
answers. 

Are you...  
• Wanting to influence the diet and exercise habits of the 
nation?  
• Fascinated by the human body?  
• Thinking of becoming a Physiotherapist?  
• Wanting to become a strength and conditioning coach?  
• Or do you just want to understand the ‘why’ behind 
sports performance? 
 If so, A Level Physical Education is for you. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION A LEVEL:  
Studying A Level Physical Education will give you a fantastic insight into the amazing world of sports performance. Not 
only will you have the chance to perform or coach a sport through the non-exam assessment component, you will also 
develop a wide range of knowledge into the how and why of physical activity and sport. You can use academic study to 
improve your performance through the application of theory.  
 
Physical Education is studied through a range of different contexts including how it impacts on both yours and others’ 
everyday lives. You will learn the reasons why we do things and why some people outperform others mentally and 
physically. You will also delve into the ethical considerations behind the use of drugs and also the influence that modern 
technology is having on physical activity and sport. 
 
You will study topics including   
● Physiological factors affecting performance  
● Applied Anatomy and Physiology  
● Exercise Physiology  
● Biomechanics  
● Psychological factors affecting performance  
● Skill Acquisition  
 

● Sport Psychology 
● Social Cultural Issues in Physical Activity and 

sport  
● Sport and Society  
● Contemporary Issues  
 

How will you be assessed? 
• 70% Theory Exam completed at the end of the course. 
• 30% Non-Exam practical assessment in your own sport split into 15% for one practical performance, as either a coach 
or performer and 15% for a performance analysis task.   
ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES: The curriculum is widely supported by an extensive range of extracurricular activities 
allowing students to enhance their practical skills. Students are also encouraged to attend junior training sessions and 
lessons where possible, to further their abilities in technique analysis and application of theoretical principles to 
practical settings.  
A LEVEL ENTRY RECOMMENDATIONS: 
GCSE PE is recommended and students must gain a level 6 or above in GCSE PE. If students have not taken GCSE PE 
then Level 6 in Biology and English are recommended. Students should be competent practical performers in one or 
more physical activities. 
 

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED?: A Level Physical Education is an excellent base for a university 
degree in sports science, sports management, healthcare, or exercise and health. Physical Education can also 
complement further study in biology, human biology, physics, psychology, nutrition, sociology and many more. A Level 
Physical Education can open up a range of career opportunities including: sports development, sports coaching, 
physiotherapy, personal training or becoming one of the next generation of PE teachers. The transferable skills you learn 
through your study of Physical Education, are also useful in any career path you choose to take. 

 



GGS SIXTH FORM 
PHYSICS A LEVEL 

 
 

EXAM BOARD & COURSE TITLE: AQA Physics A Level  
LEVEL: 7408

QAN CODE: A 601/4747/7
CONTACT PERSON: Mr Gurmeet Sidhu (sidhug@gravesendgrammar.com)  

 
 

WHY STUDY A LEVEL PHYSICS?  Physics at A level incorporates new, interesting and challenging material as well as 
fresh slants on the material covered at GCSE. Students will encounter a range of new ideas stretching from the very 
small; quantum phenomena and particle Physics, to the very large, Newtonian dynamics, material Physics and wave 
phenomena. The precise problem solving involved in Physics A level makes it a very desirable and challenging 
qualification.  It is essential for all Engineering and many science degree courses but is also highly regarded in other 
careers/further study areas such as Maths, Medicine, Architecture, Computer Science, economics, and the mathematical 
problem solving skills of physicist also make them desirable for work linked to finance and accounting.   
COURSE DESCRIPTION: CORE CONTENT FOR  A LEVEL PHYSICS:  
1. Measurements and their errors: Fundamental (base) units. Use of mass, length, time, quantity of matter, 

temperature, electric current and their associated SI units.  
2. Particles and radiation: This section introduces students both to the fundamental properties of matter, and to 

electromagnetic radiation and quantum phenomena. 
3. Waves: GCSE studies of wave phenomena are extended through a development of knowledge of the 

characteristics, properties, and applications of travelling waves and stationary waves.  
4. Mechanics and materials: Vectors and their treatment are introduced followed by development of the student’s 

knowledge and understanding of forces, energy and momentum. The section continues with a study of materials 
considered in terms of their bulk properties and tensile strength. 

5. Electricity:  This section builds on and develops earlier study of these phenomena from GCSE. It provides 
opportunities for the development of practical skills at an early stage in the course and lays the groundwork for later 
study of the many electrical applications that are important to society. 

6. Further mechanics and thermal physics: The earlier study of mechanics is further advanced through a 
consideration of circular motion and simple harmonic motion (the harmonic oscillator). A further section allows the 
thermal properties of materials, the properties and nature of ideal gases, and the molecular kinetic theory to be 
studied in depth. 

7. Fields and their consequences: The concept of field is one of the great unifying ideas in physics. The ideas of 
gravitation, electrostatics and magnetic field theory are developed within the topic to emphasise this unification. 
Practical applications considered include: planetary and satellite orbits, capacitance and capacitors, their charge and 
discharge through resistors, and electromagnetic induction. 

8. Nuclear physics: This section builds on the work of Particles and radiation to link the properties of the nucleus to 
the production of nuclear power through the characteristics of the nucleus, the properties of unstable nuclei, and 
the link between energy and mass. 

Optional topics include: Astrophysics, Medical physics, Engineering physics, Turning points in physics, or Electronics:  
ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES:  In the past there has been a trip to Switzerland to visit the particle accelerators at CERN 
the site of the world’s biggest and most expensive experiment (this trip is subject to progress at CERN). The department 
offers a lot of support to compliment the high level of expectation through informal and formal help sessions arranged 
on a regular basis.  
A LEVEL ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:  
You are required to achieve:   
 A Level 6 in GCSE Physics, or a Level 6 in the higher 

Physics paper if double award GCSE is studied. 
 If you want to study more than one science subject 

at A Level, a Level 7 in each GCSE will be required.  

ADVICE AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 
A high grade in GCSE Mathematics will help your 
understanding of Physics at A level. Most Physics and 
Engineering courses at degree level require A level 
mathematics. We strongly recommend students opt for A 
level Mathematics to study alongside Physics. 

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED? Physics A level is a well respected qualification recognised and 
valued by the Russell group of Universities.  Due to the high level thinking skills and precise problem solving activities 
involved in Studying Physics at A level it keeps ‘career doors’ open and also expands the number of possible 
career/further study paths for the student.   
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EXAM BOARD & 
COURSE TITLE: 

Edexcel Politics A Level  

SYLLABUS No: 9PL0 
QAN No: A 603/1223/3 

CONTACT PERSON: Mr R Townsend (townsendr@gravesendgrammar.com)  
 

WHY STUDY POLITICS?  
 
This exciting contemporary course studies the implications and practice of different political systems, as well 
as in depth studies into different political ideologies. Politics deal with such ideas as power, authority, rights, 
liberty and justice, and examines contemporary politics as it occurs today.  It is an up-to-the minute 
subject, which involves not only academic study but opinions and analysis based upon careful use of 
newspapers, radio and television. As a result of studying the subject, students are more aware of the 
system that governs the UK (and US), and are able to make informed opinions on a range of contentious 
topics, such as Brexit, various social issues and voting rights. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION A LEVEL POLITICS:  
This course comprises of 3 terminal exams at the end of year 13, covering the following topics: 
 Government & Politics of the UK, including: 

- UK constitution, UK Parliament, prime minister, political parties, elections, devolution and pressure 
groups 

- The UK’s relationship with the EU 
- Comparative paper – comparing the political institutions of the UK and US 

 Government & Politics of the USA, including: 
- US Constitution, legislative framework, executive branch, Supreme Court, electoral process, pressure 

groups and civil rights 
 Core political ideologies – Conservatism, Liberalism and Socialism, plus one from the following: 

- Nationalism, Multiculturalism, Ecologism, Feminism and Anarchism 
ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES:  
The course deals in controversy and political debate, and is designed to lead students into a fuller 
understanding of their place and potential in society.  In previous years, students have attended Politics 
conferences addressed by prominent politicians, and visited the Houses of Parliament and Supreme Court 
as an important part of the course, as well as hosting speakers and politicians in school. In addition, the 
department took part in a trip to New York and Washington in the run up to the 2016 presidential election 
and are looking to repeat this in the future. 
A LEVEL ENTRY RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Other than the school entrance requirements, there are no formal expectations. But you are recommended 
to have achieved a reasonable standard in written English, and have an obvious interest in contemporary 
events. Many students also study/have an interest in History. 
 
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED? 
The course is one of the most useful entry qualifications for a wide range of Arts, Humanities and Social 
Science degrees, and is highly valued by employers who seek recruits with an obvious interest in people 
and contemporary issues. It is common for A Level Politics students to become politically active in the 
future, ranging from joining or starting their own pressure groups/organisations to seeking elected office. 
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EXAM BOARD & COURSE TITLE: AQA Psychology A Level 

SYLLABUS No: 7182 
QAN No: A 601/4838/X 

CONTACT PERSON: Dr Wilson (wilsonk@gravesendgrammar.com) 
 

WHY STUDY PSYCHOLOGY A LEVEL?  
Make a difference to your life and others; explore ‘Psychology: The Science of Mind and Behaviour’. Is there a 
‘banality of evil’? Are you a ‘Little Oedipus’? How can we explain and treat depression, schizophrenia, phobias 
and OCD? How can we use research to treat offenders in the modern world?  
Understanding why people are the way they are and why they act as they do is a fascinating area of study. An 
insight is gained into the workings of the mind, such as how the memory works. During this course students 
learn about key psychologists, research and theories and develop an understanding of the principles and 
perspectives governing Psychology.  The work of notable psychologists such as Sigmund Freud and Ivan Pavlov 
will be evaluated and their theories will be compared and contrasted.  
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  
 
Paper 1: Introductory topics in psychology 
Social influence (including conformity, obedience and minority influence) 
Memory (including models of memory, forgetting and eye witness testimony) 
Attachment (including animal studies, Bowlby’s theory of maternal deprivation and Ainsworth’s Strange 
Situation)  
Psychopathology (including explaining and treating phobias, OCD and depression) 
 
Paper 2: Psychology in context  
Approaches in psychology (Learning approaches, Cognitive, Biological, Psychodynamic and Humanistic) 
Biopsychology (including the nervous system, neurons, the process of synaptic transmission, the endocrine 
system, localisation of function, and sleep) 
Research methods (including experiments, observations, self-report, correlations, content analysis and case 
studies. Scientific processes, data handling and analysis, and inferential testing)  
 
Paper 3: Issues and options in psychology 
Compulsory content: Issues and debates in psychology (including gender and culture bias, free will v 
determinism, nature v nurture, holism v reductionism, idiographic v nomothetic, and ethical implications.  
Option 1: one from Relationships, Gender, or Cognition and development  
Option 2: one from Schizophrenia, Eating behaviour or Stress  
Option 3: one from Aggression, Forensic psychology or Addiction  
 
ASSESSMENT:  
No coursework. 100% written examinations at the end of a two-year course.    
Three two-hour long examination papers each contain a mix of multiple-choice, short answer and extended 
writing.  
ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES:  
Previous visits have included the Freud Museum, the Holocaust Exhibition, The Royal Courts of Justice, The 
Natural History Museum, Bethlem Hospital (‘Bedlam’), and London Zoo including ‘The Phobias Experience’. We 
have also been psychologists’ ‘guinea pigs’ participating in research for Kent University. Students will also carry 
out investigations on anyone or thing who is willing! 
ENTRY RECOMMENDATIONS:  
It is recommended that you have a high GCSE level in English (level 6 or above) or a Humanities subject with 
an ability to write effectively. You are also advised to have a good GCSE levels in Science and Maths (level 6 or 
above) to cope with the higher mathematical demand in the A Level specification. These are not compulsory, 
but are highly recommended based on the demands of the two year A level. 
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED?:  
Almost any field you then decide to follow, there is likely to be a Psychologist pulling the strings somewhere: 
business, advertising, teaching, counselling, police, zoo keeping, artificial intelligence, Prime Minister,…the list 
is endless!  
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