Page 1

Gravesend
Grammar School
An Academy in The Decus Educational Trust

December 2020

LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL?
During this term we have moved out of a national lockdown and into a tiered system. We are currently
in the highest tier with restrictions that have allowed shops to reopen but hospitality remains closed
(apart from takeaways). Nearly all of the control measures in school remain the same. The infection rate
has risen dramatically in the last 2 weeks and in school we have seen a significant increase in students
and staff testing positive. To try to stop the spread of the virus and the disruption that this entails we
have made the decision to revert to home learning for the final three days of term for the whole school.
The disruption from the virus this term has been immense. We have had many positive test results for
both staff and students. Using an established protocol, we have had to make difficult decisions in terms
of closing down classes or, in several cases, year group bubbles. This obviously causes considerable disruption to the organization having to provide both face to face and remote learning.
There is light at the end of the tunnel as we await approval for the first mass roll out of a new vaccine. It
is hoped that the impact of this vaccination programme will allow us to be much closer to normal by the
summer. There is also the spectra of mass testing in schools from the start of January.
The Government is sticking rigidly to having examinations at both GCSE and A-level this summer however, they are proposing to reduce some content and make students aware of the topics on the exam paper. I am really pleased with the way that our GCSE and A-level cohorts are working and I would be surprised
if results are not similar to previous cohorts despite the disruption.
Pictured with his wife, Rita,
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Sports some of our exciting plans for the future. We have refurbished the internal
Centre
2009
parts of
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building to a high specification with new windows, carpets and decoration. Two ICT
suites have been fully refurbished with one being kitted out to provide facilities for examined music. Our
joint building project with KCC to provide a new sixth form block, canteen and additional science labs has
continued unabated and we are now in the exciting design phase. I hope by the next newsletter that we
have 'some boots on the ground'.
Throughout the pandemic there has been an unprecedented amount of communication from the school
to parents. I have been overwhelmed by the largely positive feedback that we have received in return.
Staff have worked exceptionally hard to provide continuity of education in the face of vexatious criticism
from some parts of the media and I am pleased to report that our staff remain committed to providing the best education they can.
I would like to wish you all a very happy Christmas and a New Year that brings us closer together again
and somewhere near to normal.
MDM
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STAFF NEWS
It is great sadness that we have to report the
death of Caretaker, Mike Pallant, following a
lengthy illness.
Mike was recommended to the school in 2015
when we were looking to recruit a temporary
caretaker for a fixed 3-month period at very
short notice. He proved such a success that,
five years on, he was still working at the school
- aged 73 - on a permanent basis.
Mike had spent his career working in petroleum engineering
and brought the qualities of a lost age to Gravesend Grammar
School. Mike was - of course - reliable, conscientious, hardworking and trustworthy. But he was also meticulous, tena-

cious, thoughtful, skilful and creative. Things that had been
broken or “not quite right” around the school were, one by
one, fixed, replaced or just “put right”.
Mike’s generosity of spirit made him truly universally popular
at GGS. He was never heard to say a bad word about anyone. His deadpan humour lit up many a conversation and he
would leave unsolicited messages on post-it notes always
with a wry sense of humour. Mince pies given to colleagues
at Christmas were secretly labelled “from Santa”. But more
than anything he was simply a lovely man, and a pleasure to
work with. He will be missed by everyone at the school.
MF

We look forward to welcoming Miss Nelson to the Geography Department in December and Mr Jennings to the
English Department in January. Mr Dymott will be moving to the Engineering Department.

HEAD STUDENT REPORT
While it still feels like only a few weeks ago that I first sat
down with the Head Student Team, as the term draws to a
close, the time has already come for us to gradually start finishing up and preparing for the new team. Despite our tenure
being cut short, I would like to take this opportunity to thank
the Head Student Team and Mr Dunne for all their help and
congratulate them on keeping things running smoothly in such
strange times.
I would also like to once again congratulate the new Pastoral
and House Charity Prefects, who have already started to take
action in their respective roles, and who I know will make
lasting improvements to life at the school.
I have also been privileged to send letters to those in Year 7
who have achieved over 25 merits, which are awarded to students who push themselves and contribute to the school, and
I look forward to sending out even more after the Christmas

holidays, especially to those committed few that achieve over
50 or even 75 merits.
I’m sure many of us will be happy to leave 2020 behind and
embrace the new year with open arms, but I think it’s important to look back on this year and reflect. Our students
have overcome a whole manner of challenges and setbacks
through online learning and new Coronavirus measures, yet
have excelled in their learning and independent study. I can
only congratulate them and wish them the best of luck for the
future, especially those sitting exams in the summer and trial
exams next term - all of your hard work will be evident in the
grades you achieve.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Tom Davies
Head Student

CORONAVIRUS
As you will be aware and because the infection rate in
student must not come to school. They should isolate for 10
Gravesham at the time of writing is 496.5 per 100,000, Kent
days. A negative test for the student does not allow them
has been placed in Tier 3, the most strict of the Government’s
to return to school but a negative test from the symptolevels to try to contain the spread of Covid 19. Whilst this
matic person will.
places severe restrictions on what can and cannot be done in ● If a family member tests positive then a student must not
the community, schools are remaining open where possible.
come to school. They will be required to isolate for 10 days
Please follow Government guidelines wherever possible to
and, again, a negative test will not allow them to return.
keep your loved ones and others safe.
● If a student or family member is waiting for a test result,
they should not be in school until the results have come
It is vitally important that your child does not come into school
back negative or follow the full isolation period if positive.
if:
 If a student has been asked to isolate through Test and
● They have a high temperature, a loss or change of taste or
Trace they must do so and make the school aware. They
smell or a continuous cough for 1 hour or more. If a student
should not attend school.
displays one or more of these symptoms then they must  Students must not shake hands in school or anywhere else!
self isolate for 10 days and organise a test. They cannot If you are in any doubt, or have any questions, please contact
return to school unless they complete the isolation period the School, or email humphreysh@gravesendgrammar.com
or they receive a negative test.
and we will do our best to help.
● If a family member displays the symptoms above then a
Gravesend Grammar School
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THANK YOU…….THANK YOU……..THANK YOU……..
In these strange times, we would like to share some of the encouraging comments we have had from students and parents
about our response to the coronavirus. We have had to make some difficult decisions about whether to send cohorts of students home to self-isolate in the face of ever-changing guidelines but it is encouraging to know that we have your support.
...we are delighted that our sons have got through
to the end of Term 2 with very little disruption to
their studies. We would like to thank you for your
leading GGS through the past few months and feel
that your team of staff have managed the ever
evolving situation very well, keeping us well informed and always putting the safety and wellbeing of the pupils at GGS at the forefront of all
decision making.

…...our thanks to Mr Moaby and all the teachers in
keeping the students engaged and in school as safely
as possible during such difficult times. You've done a
great job!
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A COVID CHRISTMAS CONCERT
This year, with the absence of live performance opportunities,
Gravesend Grammar School leapt at the chance to record
some socially-distanced music for Gravesham Borough Council's Christmas video project. The School Choir brushed the
cobwebs off of their singing voices and performed 'We've Been
a While A'Wandering' while our Head Boy, Tom Davies, recorded his own solo piano arrangement of the festive favourite 'Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas'.
Some members of the Staff Choir, accompanied by Mr Dunne
on the organ, recorded 'The Angel Gabriel' - bringing Christmas music to the School Hall, which had been unusually quiet

for this time of year. This project also meant we were able to
give our new organ its first public outing since it was installed
in February.
Finally, a big ‘thank you’ to Mr Annable for recording and editing all of the audio and video of these performances.
All videos will be streamed online during December by
Gravesham Council and The Woodville Halls.
PFM

CHRISTMAS 2020
We had some excellent designs for the GGS Christmas card from Year 7 this year. Not surprisingly, many of them reflected the
events of 2020. The design of the winning card and two runners up are shown here.

Year 7 Debate Society
By George Andreou (7PJC) and Henry Drury (7BPS)
Running Time: Wednesdays 13:45-14:15 Room 403
with Mr Clements

Why should you join?
Debate Society Club is not only a place to come to and have
fun, but also advances your debating skills! This skill is a vital
part of your business and social life. It teaches you how to
listen and reply in a sensible manner (not an argument). It also
boosts your confidence in talking in front of others and announcing your opinion. There are a lot of friendly students
that come, and you will have the opportunity to make new
friends in half-an-hour! It is a lovely environment to be in since
the other pupils around are compassionate and polite.

What is it?
Debate Society takes place at lunchtime; the participants (in
groups of 4) choose a debating subject. Some previous subjects have been; ‘Should we enforce a national lockdown?’,
‘Should nuclear weapons be banned?’, ‘Should schools stay
open during lockdown?’ and ‘What is the best Christmas
film?’. Most of our debates relate to news and problems that
are occurring in the news and around the world. At the begin- PLEASE FEEL FREE TO COME ALONG TO ROOM 403 EVERY
ning of the session, each team decides what we might debate WEDNESDAY LUNCHTIME BETWEEN 13:45-14:15!
on. We then put each idea into a random number generator
CAN’T WAIT TO SEE YOU THERE
(from 1 - 4 or 5) and debate on the chosen topic.
Gravesend Grammar School
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SOCIETIES
Law Society
Following the return to school in September, The Law Society
has gone virtual! To ensure that students still have access to
the resources and discussions created by The Law Society, we
felt it was pivotal to make the move onto Google Classroom to
ensure every student who wishes to pursue law has the support required to help them get off to university whether that
be assistance with personal statements, helping students procure relevant work experience, providing insightful speakers to
to shine a light on the the legal sector and finally providing
practice resources and information for the LNAT exam.
Despite not having the ability to have face to face meetings we
are still very passionate about delivering a well rounded and
intuitive set of presentations that are posted weekly on the
Google Classroom. Our aims of the society remain the same:
1. To allow aspiring legal practitioners or anyone desiring a job in a similar stratum to gain knowledge that will
be beneficial whether it be in regard to LNAT, University
Interviews or UCAS Personal Statements.

2. To provide the society with invaluable opportunities
like discussions with law graduates or practising lawyers.
3. To immerse into real life legal situations, with mock
trials and cross examination. Developing advocating skill
as well as understanding what life as a lawyer/barrister is
really like.
I must commend the co-student lead, Tabitha Dumaisnil
(13RMH) for her continued support with The Law Society, dedicating hours upon hours making detailed presentations for
the group. I must also thank our staff lead, Mr Pollard, who
has been with us since the beginning and has been a staple to
our decision making and logistics.
If you are in Year 11,12, or 13 and are interested in law, even if
you do not think you may pursue it as a career, please email
me (14hookerr@gravesendgrammar.com) and we can get you
started!
Robert Hooker (13CNW) - Student Lead of The Law Society

Year 12 Medical Society
This month, our medical meetings consisted of some presentations from its members on some very important topics for
aspiring medical students.
We began with a fantastic presentation by Hollie on the Medic
Mentor Award. This is an award similar to the very popular
DofE, however this is more particular and facilitating to the
medical society as it is far more useful for our future careers. I
myself am planning on signing up for the Award, as the
presentation was very insightful on the host of positives it can
bring to our university applications. It involves being assigned
a Mentor, who will be studying at a medical university, that
you will submit a whole host of assignments and criteria to for
a moderator. The Award can be taken at Gold level by Year 12
students and above, because while achieving the gold you will
tick off all bronze and silver criteria simultaneously.
The second presentation was by Noah on the wider reading
you can do as an aspiring medical student. He presented some
fascinating books, such as ‘The man who mistook his wife for

a hat’ and ‘When Breath becomes air’. He spoke of the importance of wider reading to enrich and ignite our passion for
the field of medicine further. Having a pool of books you’ve
read can be extremely helpful and a possible deciding factor in
getting an interview.
The final presentation of this month was by Alex on routes
into medicine. Alex detailed the commitment needed for this
field of work. For example, a Cardiologist will need to spend a
minimum of 14/15 years studying before they become fully
qualified. This is not something that you can achieve without
huge amounts of dedication and hard work. Which is why I
believe it is so important to engage in the wider reading Noah
spoke about, to ensure there is a passion and a wealth of
knowledge and reasons why you wish to enter the medical
field. If it is for reasons that will not bring you happiness, then
a career of such vigour and longevity will more than likely not
be for you…
Alfie Dyer (12DMG)

Engineering Society
This term the Engineering Society has not been running; however we are very hopeful and have been looking forward to
the future. There has been a lot of interest in the society from
members of Year 12, which is a great sign for the continuation
of the society for years to come. In order for the Engineering
Society to be successful, we would really like to hear from
students interested in attending - letting us know what you
would like to see and do during the sessions. Ideally we would
also like some members of Year 12 with a strong interest in
engineering to help with leading the society, which would be a
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great opportunity for you. In the New Year, our goal is to have
the Engineering Society running regularly and also create a
framework for it to be able to be sustained for any future aspiring engineers that may join the school. If anyone has any
suggestions or any questions please feel free to email me.
Alpha Sako (13AS)
(14sakoa@gravesendgrammar.com).
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CAREERS NEWS
It has been another busy term for the Careers programme
with many hours spent delivering individual career guidance
interviews to Year 11 students. These 30-minute discussions
provide each student with the time and space to talk through
their career ideas, ask any questions and get information that
they might need to inform their decisions for next steps after
GCSEs or further in the future. There are many online Careers
resources but it can be time consuming finding the information that is most useful so having time with a qualified career adviser can help focus the research process.
The other significant element of
Term 2 is always supporting students to finalise and send their
UCAS applications. Whilst it is a
demanding process with the vast
majority of our Year 13 completing
and sending their applications at
this time, I am always delighted to read about their interests
and aspirations. I also look forward to hearing of their future
successes as they progress into fields as diverse as Ancient
History, Biomedical Science and Marketing.
As we approach the end of term, we have started our series of

Apprenticeship workshops to support those students seeking employment with integrated training
and qualifications in the form of a
Higher or Degree apprenticeship.
The workshop series will continue
after Christmas and is designed to
equip and prepare the students to be successful in the competitive recruitment processes. Several of the workshops are
being delivered by experts from external partners. The topics
for forthcoming workshops are:
 Finding Vacancies
 Psychometric Testing
 CVs
 Interview Technique & Preparation
 LinkedIn Profiles & Networking
We will also be holding online mock interviews with representatives from business & industry.
Jenny Douse
Head of Careers
(dousej@gravesendgrammar.com)

SENECA LEARNING

KENT LITERACY AWARD

Seneca is learning software GGS has been using in Languages across all
Key Stages. Students also use it for other subjects such as English.
Teachers can create classrooms and set assignments on it and give students the opportunity to go over questions they get wrong with the aid
of funny clips. The exercises are short and students can redo them as
many times as they like. There is a traffic light colour code system which
gives the percentage of correct answers and gives useful data and information to teaching staff.
Richard Brown, Head of UK Education at Seneca writes “We've been
blown away by the hard work and resilience of teachers and students in
2020. This year, the students at Gravesend Grammar School have
spent 2914 hours studying on Seneca!
We've put together Your 2020 Summary to celebrate all that you and
your students have achieved. We know that these stats are down to the
hard work of your colleagues, students and parents too!”

The GGS Library has
won a Kent Literacy
Award for 2020. The
award is for the
amazing work done
by our school librarians and for the way
in which Keystage 3
English classes use
the Library in lessons.
The final awards
ceremony is being Mr Manson, Subject Leader
English and Mrs Nurdin,
held on December
our Librarian
11th, where an overall winner for Kent will be announced.
JCM

GGS Alumni Association – Old Boys
Are you a Former Student of GGS, did your father, grandfather or great grandfather attend the School? The GGS Alumni Association now has a website which can be accessed through the main School website and can be found under ‘About’. There are
many photographs and articles from the School Archives now available to view, some dating back to the early days in the late
19th and early 20th century. There are also annual Alumni Newsletters, with contributions from former students. If you are
interested in the History of GGS or an Old Boy yourself, please have a browse of the information now available.
Deborah Nurdin
School Librarian & Archivist
Gravesend Grammar School
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HOUSE REPORTS
CLIFF HOUSE
Where is your homework?
As we come to an end of another term, I have to say I am immensely proud of how our Cliff boys have coped with all the
disruption to their learning: in fact all of the boys have coped
well. It has not been easy setting lessons for boys at home,
boys unwell and boys in school but more of a nightmare was
keeping track of who had done what piece of work and who
was enjoying their time in isolation on their Play Stations and
Xboxes!
Obviously Year 11 -13 are important years but I believe all
years are important years and I soon realised that all the
promises to study harder and be more organised that resulted
from Lockdown 1 were not always being kept during Lockdown 2. Google Classroom is a great way of setting work and
reminding boys that they haven’t handed in their work yet but
it is also a minefield of choices and ways to submit homework.
I was soon accumulating lots of apology messages and emails
as to why the work had not been done by the given deadline.
It baffles me as to why the boys feel they have to make up
elaborate excuses as to why they haven’t got their homework.
Just tell the truth! The bottom line is whether they have spent
hours on it or not done it, they haven’t got it in front of them
to look at, adapt improve and perish the thought, to learn
from. Most excuses I can remember, but some I have written
down over my many years of teaching and I thought I would
share them with you now, albeit to raise a smile. I use no
names and as no severe punishments are ever given out for
”no homework”, I’m sure there will be no psychological damage inflicted on any boy who recognises himself in my list:
 “Sorry Miss, my email isn’t working.” (Message sent by
email…….)
 “Sorry Miss, my mum didn’t understand the homework.”
 “Sorry Miss, my mum was out.” Both of these excuses suggest that mum is too involved in their son’s homework.
 “Sorry Miss, my dad works nights and he was lying on it this
morning. I didn’t want to wake him.” It reminds me of The
Princess and the Pea story. I bet he didn’t get a wink of
sleep on top of that uncomfortable piece of paper; unless of
course he was sleeping on the whole school bag!
 “Sorry Miss, a volcano erupted in Iceland and I couldn’t get
home from South Africa.” That was perhaps one of the best
excuses, except that it was the truth. A couple of my teacher colleagues used that one too for not appearing at work
until ten days later!(2010)
 “Sorry Miss, I’ve already handed it in.” This allows for the
element of doubt to creep in....did he?
 “Sorry Miss, I lent it to ........ and they haven’t given it back
yet.” Way to go, your friend is now implicated.
 “Sorry Miss, my pet died.” I was ready to waiver this homework until he said it was a fish—and not a single goldfish,
one of several in a tank. I’m no expert, but I’m sure the
grieving process for a fish doesn’t stop anyone from researching the formation of an ox-bow lake. Had the student
challenged the necessity to know the reasoning behind the
formation of an ox-bow lake, I may have been a bit more
lenient. (For any students reading, it is paramount for a
Gravesend Grammar School

good GCSE geography grade that you do know why ox-bow
lakes are formed and indeed can explain the full middle course
of a river!)
 “Sorry Miss, I gave it to Sir/Miss to give to you.” This gives
the offender at least a day to sort his real story.
 “Sorry Miss, I have half of it here; the other half is gone
somewhere.” Gone? Somewhere?!
 “Sorry Miss, I burnt my homework with an iron.” At first I
had an image of a boy taking real pride in the presentation
of his work and ironing the creases; however I remembered
the task was to write a letter to a Lord in the 11th Century
asking for a reduction in taxes and I had suggested teastaining and singeing the edges to make the letter look more
authentic.
 “Sorry Miss, my little brother/sister scribbled on it.” That’s
OK, I accept scribble.
 “Sorry Miss, my homework got wet.” Funny thing about paper is that it also dries.
 “Sorry Miss, my dog ate my homework.” Paper nowadays is
annoyingly meat scented isn’t it? Actually my pug puppy did
in fact chew her way through a Year 7 English Civil War
leaflet a few years ago and it was I who had to face the boy
and say “I’m sorry my dog ate your homework.” It happens.
 “Sorry Miss, a fox ate my homework.” That one was not in
fact given by a GGS student but by my daughter. She had
been painting Saturn (a polystyrene ball covered in newspaper) and the slimy green/yellow paint took a while to dry so
was left by an open back door. Before we got our dog, she
returned to find sharp little teeth marks in it one evening
and chunks spat out on the floor. I do occasionally nip into
the kitchen for a snack, but not even I was tempted by Saturn.
And finally
 “Sorry Miss, my ceiling fell on my homework.” That was my
daughter again. We had returned from a day out to find that
an old lead hot water pipe had burst in the bathroom and
the whole house had had a sauna and the steam had
brought down the ceilings. Although I was upset at all the
damage to the house, most things were replaceable: sadly
most of the Viking project wasn’t!
MRS BOUHAMDI
ACADEMIC MENTOR
HEAD OF CLIFF HOUSE
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HOUSE REPORTS
DOWNS HOUSE
It was good to be back. It was refreshing to walk through the
corridors after a long, tumultuous five-month break. It is unusual in two respects. Firstly, the school has put in place a variety of measures in order to help combat the COVID-19 pandemic running rife within the country and across the world.
This has taken some time to get used to. Who would have
thought this time last year, that today, there would be marquees adorning the school field; sanitiser pumps in corridors;
and masked pupils and teachers? It is still very strange to have
to put on a mask when leaving a lesson, and then walk around
the school with everyone else also wearing a wide array of
masks. Secondly, it also felt strange this year to have had a
desire to come back to school at the end of the summer holidays! This was mainly due to the vast amount of time we were
away from school. It was incredibly uplifting not only to see all
of my friends again, but to also make new ones on the return
to school. As well as new people there was also the step up in
subjects. I’m taking English Literature, History and Biology
which I have a passion for, so it is therefore good to be studying things I enjoy.
The new experiences during these trying times don’t stop
there! For enrichment, my friends and I began taking part in
Ultimate Frisbee at the beginning of this academic year. Our
skills have improved under the excellent coaching of Mr Harris. Ultimate Frisbee is not only good fun because it is a new
sport to us, but also because it is surprisingly hard work.
Furthermore, I had the pleasure of becoming House Charity
prefect for Downs House. One of the first
tasks was to choose three charities for Downs
House to support. I decided to pick: Teenage
Cancer Trust, The Ben Johnson Forget Me Not
Foundation and The Samaritans. I chose these charities for the following
reasons. The Teenage Cancer Trust has been
chosen in memory of Jack Howard who was a
member of Downs House in my form group,
and who sadly passed away in 2016. The Ben
Johnson Forget Me Not Foundation was set up in memory of
Ben Johnson (a Year 12 GGS student who sadly died in 2007),
as a charity that supports individuals, families and carers that are, or
who have been, affected by blood
cancers. The Samaritans is a charity that has been working
hard during the coronavirus pandemic to support people who
have felt more worried or unsettled during these times. I am
keen to fulfil my role as a Charity Prefect and raise as much
money as possible for these worthwhile causes.
I am looking forward to what the rest of the year at GGS has
to offer.
Hopefully the world will be getting back to some normality as
soon as possible.
Max Owen 12AD

upon what you have achieved this year, and what you are
grateful for. Whether you are celebrating Christmas or not, I
wish you and your families a restful and safe break.
We have recently appointed our Sixth Form House Prefects,
please see Adam’s introduction below. PJC
Hi, I’m Adam, a Year 12 student studying Maths, History and
Economics. I wanted to be Fleet’s Charity Prefect because I
wanted to be able to represent my house as well as raise charitable donations at the same time. Being able to represent my
House is one of the main reasons why I applied for this role as
Fleet has been a big part of my school life and I
wanted to be able to carry on that experience
into Sixth form.
As part of my role I have been
able to suggest which charities
our house can support for the
rest of the year. These are: St
John’s Ambulance (for their effort
during this uncertain period), RNLI (for those
risking their lives at sea) and Porchlight (helping
people who are homeless and in need of shelter, warmth and
food). All three of these charities save the lives of those who
need it (although in different ways) which is why I would like
us to help them.
Adam Clewes 12DW
SCHOOL HOUSE
I wish to start this term's update with a thank you to all staff
and students in School House for their continued resilience,
hard work and dedication to ensure that facilitating high quality learning is at the heart of everything we do.
It has been a strange term that has been interspersed with
tougher restrictions on what we are able to do in terms of
extracurricular activities. I've been very impressed with the
students from School House in their commitment to sport, in
particularly the year seven students who I've had the pleasure
to coach rugby to this year. I must also mention the hockey
players as well who have been working hard to improve their
skills. With the darker nights and colder weather coming in I
must say it's been brilliant seeing students undeterred by this
and continuing to give their all in after school activities.
We also welcome Sophia Adebale 12KG as our House Charity
Prefect and I look forward to working with her during the year
to support the incredible work the wider school community
do with regards to charity.
For our pupils in Years 11 and 13 I wish to extend my best
wishes ahead of their trial exams in Term 3 and I am absolutely convinced they will relish the opportunity to prove how
hard they have been working over the course of their exam
education.
Finally I'd like to take this opportunity to wish all students,
parents, carers and staff a safe, healthy and restful holiday
period.
MJW

FLEET HOUSE
I hope that you are all well. As we come to the end of 2020 I
hope that you can all reflect on how resilient you have shown Reports for Hill and Town Houses will be back next term.
yourselves to be. I hope you can all take a moment to reflect
Gravesend Grammar School
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SHARING MY LOVE OF SCIENCE
Hi, my name is Bradley Emery and I joined GGS this year and I
am in Year 7. I adore ANYTHING science / space related, science is one of my favourite subjects at GGS and when I am
older I would love to study AstroPhysics and work for NASA. I
find the Universe the most fascinating and amazing place to
investigate and write about, and I thought I would share my
love of this topic with you!
Jupiter, and its many… many moons
In this article, I will be talking about the biggest planet in our
solar system, with a radius of 43,440.7 miles. I’m of course
talking about—Jupiter.

Fifth in line from the Sun, Jupiter is by far the largest planet in
the solar system - more than twice as big as all the other planets combined. Jupiter’s familiar stripes and swirls are actually
cold, windy clouds of ammonia and water, floating in Jupiter’s
deep, thick atmosphere of hydrogen and helium. Also, the
iconic ‘Great Red Spot’ is a giant storm bigger than Earth, that
has raged for hundreds of years.

4. Jupiter is a gas giant and so lacks an Earth-like surface. If it had a solid inner core at all, it’s likely only about
the size of Earth.
5. Nine spacecrafts have visited Jupiter. Seven flew by
and two have orbited the gas giant. Juno, the most recent, arrived at Jupiter in 2011, and left in 2016.
Jupiter has four large moons which were discovered by Galileo
in 1610 using a 20-power telescope. Jupiter has dozens of
other smaller moons that scientists think have originated from
passing asteroids. So, how many moons does Jupiter have? At
the current count there are 79 confirmed moons of Jupiter.
Jupiter’s moons are often split into three specific groups:
Inner Moons
These are the moons which orbit closest to Jupiter and they
are known sometimes as the Amalthea group. The names of
the inner moons of Jupiter are Metis, Adrastea, Amalthea, and
Thebe.
Galilean Moons
The largest four moons of the
planet of Jupiter - Io, Europa,
Ganymede, and Callisto were discovered by Galileo in
1610 and are known as the
Galilean moons. They each
have a radii larger than any of the dwarf planets, and they are
some of the largest objects in the solar system outside of the
eight planets by mass. Ganymede is actually larger than Mercury in diameter.
Outer Moons
The other moons are known as irregular satellites because of
their eccentric and distant orbit paths. They are the furthest
from Jupiter and are substantially smaller objects. Many of
these moons are captured asteroids pulled in by the gravitational force of Jupiter.

Fun Facts about Jupiter:
1. Eleven Earths could fit across Jupiter’s huge equator.
If Earth were the size of a grape, that would mean that
Jupiter would be the size of a basketball (Jupiter is nearly
11 times the size of Earth, and 317 times its mass).
2. Jupiter orbits about 484 million miles or 5.2 Astronomical Units (AU) from our Sun (Earth is one AU from
I hope you found this article interesting because next time my
the Sun)
3. Jupiter rotates once, about every 10 hours (a ‘Jovian’ article will be about …... Saturn!
day), but takes about 12 Earth years to complete one orBradley Emery 7CC
bit of the Sun (a ‘Jovian’ year)

YEAR 8 DO VOLCANOES!
Year 8 have had fun making their volcanoes recently—here are some of their efforts:
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CHARITY
In what has been a somewhat unusual start to the academic
year, there has been nothing stopping our Charity Prefects
from working hard. They have held numerous fundraising
events as usual, all of which have been very successful.
In the run up to Remembrance Day, the prefect team (with the aid of some younger students to prevent bubbles from being burst)
spent time selling poppies in aid of the Royal
British Legion. We
raised nearly £500
this year, with the
money going to support serving and ex
-serving personnel.
For those of you new to the school do
take some time to look at our commemorative
website
(http://
ourfallen.gravesendgrammar.com/). It
remembers the old boys of Gravesend
Grammar School who gave their lives
during times of war and conflict. It
explores the individual journeys of those who served in the
Great War between 1914-1918 and World War Two between
1939-1945.
During November we also raised
funds for The Movember Foundation. The charity supports
men’s health. To raise money
we held a very successful nonuniform day and many of the
staff and some of the sixth form
spent time growing Moustaches
for sponsorship. Thanks to the
generosity of all we raised nearly £3000 for this worthy cause.
Do take a look at Mr Manson’s article on page 11 to find out
more – and to see some pictures of some mighty fine ’tashes!

Mrs Sutton, each House was given a different category of food
to bring in. The food collected has gone to The Community
Cupboard, a locally based foodbank, which supports anyone in
the community who is need of food.

Mr Wild and Mrs Sutton with the vast amount of generously
donated items

Finally it is that time of year when all but one of the year thirteen charity prefects relinquish their prefect badges and the
new cohort of Year 12 students take over the reigns. I’d like to
thank the outgoing charity prefects for their hard work across
the past year.
I’m pleased to be able to announce that Esther AnthonyAjileye (12RJW) has agreed to stay on as a Senior Prefect and
will be providing mentoring to our new Year 12 prefects.
The new charity prefects are: Daniel Ogunbambo (Town
House), Max Owen (Downs House), Adam Clewes (Fleet
And that is not all. Food insecurity is, House), Sophia Adabale (School House), Alex Pollard (Hill
unfortunately, a growing issue in our House) and Joshua Barnes (Cliff House).
society, during December we wanted to
give something back, so we ran a Re- HNW
verse Advent appeal. The brainchild of

If you or someone you know is in need of support from The Community Cupboard, contact details are set out below:
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/thecommunitycupboard19/
Telephone Number:
07526 823122
Website
www.thecommunitycupboard.co.uk
Address:
The Garage, Gamecock Meadow, London Road, West Kingsdown
TN156BZ
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MOVEMBER 2020
As we got closer and closer to Movember 2020, I was worried
that perhaps this was not the right time to be asking the
Gravesend Grammar School community for donations and
that perhaps 2020 was not a year for moustache growing, for
silliness or for Movember. I was totally wrong.
2020 has been the most successful Movember year we have
ever had at Gravesend Grammar School. More teachers participated this year than ever before, they raised more money
than ever before (£850) and students and families donated
more than they ever have before. Our final fundraising total
for 2020 is £2908. This places Team GGS as the 17th ranked
school nationally in the Movember UK Schools Challenge. A
fantastic result to make the top 20 in a competition involving
nearly 500 school teams from across the country. This money
will be used by the Movember charity to fund projects and
research around men's health issues, including research and
awareness programmes focusing on issues such as testicular
cancer, prostate cancer and mental health issues.
The Movember charity was born in Melbourne, Australia in
2003. A group of friends asked two vital questions: Where had
all the moustaches gone and how could they use the mo to
raise money for charity. That first year involved thirty 'mobros' and was so popular that in 2004 the friends formed a
registered company, began linking themselves to men's health
charity and began spreading the word of the mo! 2006 saw
the charity spread to New Zealand and by 2007 there were
moustaches sprouting all over the world. Since those early
days more than six million mo-bros and mo-sistas have raised
well over £500,000,000 for men's health research and associ-

ated charities. 1250 vital men’s health projects have been
funded by the Movember organisation since those heady days
of 2003.
Gravesend Grammar School signed up with the Movember
charity in 2009. Since then we have organised staff moustache
competitions each year, held assemblies during Movember
that discuss the charity and men's health issues, invited in
guest speakers from the Movember organisation, taught
Movember themed lessons in PSHE and held non-uniform
days to raise money for the charity. Since that first Movember
at Gravesend Grammar School eleven years ago, staff and students have raised nearly £20000 for Movember.
The ‘Moustache of the Year’ competition was more popular
and more closely contested than for many years. Voting was
neck and neck, or lip and lip, and there was not much to separate the top three moustaches. There can however be only
one winner for 2020: Mr Simon Turvey. A special mention
must go to the second place mo-bro: Mr Jordan Berry, who
personally raised £245 towards our overall total.
Sadly, Movember 2020 is now over; top lips have been reexposed to the elements, razors returned to wash-basins and
the world seems a poorer yet smoother place for it. 2020 has
been a moustache renaissance at Gravesend Grammar School:
my hope is that this will explode into even greater levels of
participation (perhaps even some brave 6th Formers) for
Movember 2021.
Thank-you.
JCM

Not to be outdone, some of our female members of staff joined in the fun!
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LEST WE FORGET
WORLD WAR II
80TH ANNIVERSARIES—ROLL OF HONOUR
WILLIAM LUNN
William John Lunn was born on 4 April 1918 in Gravesend, Kent. His father was Harry Lunn, a Trinity House
River Pilot, and his mother was Minnie (née
Cross). The first school that William attended was
Cobham House, Gravesend. In 1926 he moved to The
County School for Boys (now known as Gravesend
Grammar School) and the Head Master at
that time was the Reverend Samuel Lister. The County School for Boys was located in Darnley
Street, Gravesend close to the Railway Station. In 1938
the School moved to brand new premises in Church
Walk, Milton opposite to Milton Church. The School’s
Admission Register lists William’s address as 37 The
Avenue, Gravesend.
In 1934 William left the School and went into the Mercantile Marine. He enlisted in the Royal Navy Reserves as a Lieutenant in World War Two, joining HMS Lynx at the Royal Navy Base in
Dover. William was in charge of 3 minesweepers. On 11th September 1940, the hotel that William was staying in in Dover was hit by a
shell and he was killed. He was just 22 years old and is buried at the
Dover (St James) Cemetery, Row A. Grave 6.
William Lunn was in the same Form as Leonard Wilson, who was also
Killed in Action (see below).
HAROLD SIMMONS
Harold George Simmons was born on 1 July 1916 in
Gravesend. His father was also Harold George Simmons, a Waterman, and his mother was Daisy (née
Hinton). The first school that Harold attended was
Holy Trinity, Gravesend. He joined GGS in
1928. The School lists Harold’s address as
21 Wrotham Road, Gravesend. One older
brother William (born 1915) also attended the
School. Harold was a member of the Old Gravesendian’s
Association and also a member of the British Wireless
Society.
After leaving School in 1932, Harold went into the Merchant Navy. By 1940 he was serving as a Radio Officer on the S S
Muria, a tugboat. On 8 November 1940, the SS Muria hit a mine off
North Foreland and sank and Harold Simmons died, age 24. His funeral was held at Holy Trinity Church and he is buried at Gravesend
Cemetery Plot B.6. Grave 1060.
FREDERICK KING
Frederick William King was born on 9 November 1907
in Edinburgh. His father was William Thomas, an actor, and his mother, Annie. The first school that Frederick attended was St John’s, Gravesend and he went
to GGS in 1919. The School’s Admission Register lists
Frederick’s address as 29 Brunswick Road, Gravesend. Frederick left the School in 1932 and joined the Merchant Navy. By the time that the Second World War broke out, he was serving
as an Able Seaman on the MV Thomas M, a coaster. On 24 November 1940 the MV Thomas M struck a mine and sank in the North Sea
off Gorleston on Sea, Suffolk. Seven crew members were lost. Frederick King was one of the survivors. He was taken to Great Yarmouth
Hospital, but died the following day, age 33. He was buried at
Gravesend Cemetery on 29 November 1940.
THOMAS WILSON
Thomas Norman Wilson was born on 27 February 1920 in Gravesend. His father was Thomas Wilson, a General Manager in Shipping
and Packing, and his mother was Dorothy E (née Trice). The first
school that Thomas attended was Bronte Villa, Gravesend. He moved
th

st

th

th

th

th
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to GGS in 1928. The School’s Admission Register
lists Thomas’ address as 109 Sun Lane, Gravesend. Whilst at the School, Thomas was in Downs
House.
In 1937 Thomas left the School
and started work at BVPM (British
Vegetable Parchment Mills) in
their Offices. By 1939 he had joined the Royal Air
Force Volunteer Reserves, (the 1939 Census lists his
occupation as a Sergeant).
In 1940, Thomas flew with 600 Squadron, based at
Catterick in Yorkshire. On 20th December 1940 the
weather was very poor over the Pennines. A new
‘Masquerade’ coding system was in use by the crew
from 600 Squadron, to decipher the height at which they were flying. Thomas Wilson’s aircraft crashed on Skelton Moor. Thomas was
killed immediately and his fellow crew member, Pilot Officer Holmes,
died later of his injuries. Thomas Wilson was 20 years old. He was
buried at Catterick Cemetery, Yorkshire. As a result of this crash, the
new coding system was changed.
Thomas Wilson was in the same Form as two fellow students who
were killed in action in World War Two – Reginald Pascoe and Basil
Wills-Sinclair.
HERBERT KING
Herbert Charles King was born on 12 December
1914 in Gravesend, the son of Herbert King, a River
Pilot, and mother was Ada (née Tupper). The first
school that Herbert attended was Holy Trinity,
Gravesend. He joined GGS in 1928. The School’s
Admission Register lists Herbert’s address as 5
Whitehill Road, Gravesend. Two younger brothers
also attended the school, Kenneth (born 1917) and Clifford (born
1924). Kenneth served in the Merchant Navy during World War Two
as an Able Seaman and Clifford was an Aircraftman in the Royal Air
Force Volunteer Reserves.
In 1929 Herbert left the School and he joined the Thames Watermen
and Lightermen as a Deck Boy. By 1940 he was serving as a Mate on
the tugboat SS River Thames. On 21st December 1940 the SS River
Thames was hit by an aerial mine and sank in the Thames Estuary,
north of Sheerness. Herbert King was pronounced missing presumed
drowned with two other crew members; the Master of the tugboat
survived. Herbert King was 26 years old and is remembered at the
Tower Hill Memorial Panel 87.
th

75TH ANNIVERSARY – ROLL OF HONOUR
LEONARD WILSON
Leonard Charles Wilson was born on 9 October 1917
in West Ham, London. His father was Charles G Wilson, a Preventative Officer with HM Customs, and his mother was Maud A (née
Cubitt). The previous school that Leonard attended was County School for Boys,
Dover. In 1928 he moved to GGS and the
Head Master at that time was the Reverend Samuel Lister. The School’s Admission Register lists Leonard’s address as St Kilda, 5 Ridgeway Avenue, Gravesend. Whilst
at the School, Leonard was in Downs House. In 1933
Leonard left the School and started work for Montague Burton as a
Tailoring Salesman. In 1939, he married Christina Thompson. In
World War Two he enlisted Royal Army Service Corps. Leonard
served in Palestine after the World War Two as a Sergeant, still in the
Royal Army Service Corps. Leonard Wilson died 4th October 1945,
age 27. He was buried at Khayat War Cemetery, Israel. Leonard Wilson was in the same Form as William Lunn (see above).
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MATHS CHALLENGE
We have two Maths puzzles for you this term—one easy and one not-so-easy! Why not give them both a go! Answers on the
back page.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD
If, in your clearouts during the lockdowns, you have come across any unwanted camping
equipment (sleeping mats, sleeping bags, camping torches, tents, etc) that would otherwise end up at landfill, the DofE team would be glad to put them to good use for our participants!
Please drop them off at the Reception, for the attention of Mr Poon. We will quarantine
and sanitise any equipment before storing them for our next expedition season.
Thank you for your generosity!

GRAVESEND GRAMMAR SCHOOL

EXAM INVIGILATORS NEEDED
If you are interested in becoming an Exam Invigilator at Gravesend Grammar School, please complete an application form
(available via www.gravesendgrammar.com) and return it to Jennifer Lumley at lumleyj@decustrust.com.
For further information on the scope of the role, please contact Rebekkah Haggar at
haggarr@gravesendgrammar.com or 01474 369516.
All necessary training will be provided. This post is subject to pre-employment checks, including an Enhanced Disclosure and
Barring Service (DBS) check, reference checks, identity and proof of right to work in the UK.
Gravesend Grammar School is an equal opportunities employer .
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GGS SPORT

IMAGE: Mr Foreman as a Year 11 student in the GGS 1st XV, current Headteacher Mr Moaby as 1st XV Coach

It is with great pride that I have been appointed as the Subject
Leader of PE and Sport in what has been a year of great challenge for so many people across the country and closer to
home here at Gravesend Grammar School. I am incredibly
fortunate to have alongside me a vastly experienced group of
staff within the PE department and wider school, that provide
all of our students the opportunity to develop in a number of
sports, activities and essential life skills from KS3 all the way
through to the Sixth Form.
Many moons ago I was a student here myself and I am proud
to have played my part in our school’s sporting history. I have
fond memories of playing basketball, hockey, football and
even volleyball for the school, as well as entering swimming
and athletics competitions, allied with the ultimate GGS
schoolboy sporting honours of captaining the 1st XI cricket
team, and playing three seasons in the rugby 1st XV (see picture above). These foundations enabled me to complete a
Degree in Sport and PE (BSC Hons) and play international representative rugby for Wales Universities, before heading overseas to play rugby professionally. As much as these experiences and achievements have helped to shape me, I am honoured
and privileged to now be in a position to continue to drive our
programme here at Gravesend Grammar School. We want to
provide our students with the foundations to go on to even
greater honours and achievements, and find a love of sport
that continues on into a lifelong journey once they leave
school.
As a department we pride ourselves on being inclusive, progressive and forward thinking. The cultural impact of sport in
our community is vital, and we want our students to understand the invaluable life skills that they can gain from being
part of extracurricular sporting clubs. There is something special about feeling part of a school that has well over 100 years
of sporting history, and understanding what it means to be a
Gravesend Grammar School athlete. We have plans to continue to develop our provision to support athlete development
across all of our core sports programmes and as much as this
Gravesend Grammar School

is a long term project we have already started on our journey
to give our students the best possible experience that a school
can offer. The Athlete Development Programme (ADP) that
kick started in November this year is something that is incredibly exciting and I will continue to update on this over the coming months as this project builds momentum.
We will continue to build on the successes of House Competition and in spite of the challenges that Covid-19 has brought
everyone in 2020, we have been able to provide our students
with a rigorous extra curricular programme in which we develop our athletes as they build towards the Senior end of school.
In early 2021 I am delighted to confirm that our Sixth Form
Girls will begin their school sporting journey as we introduce
the inaugural GGS Netball programme to our list of extra curricular sport options. We have partnered up with VX-3 to provide extra curricular kit that our students can wear at their
after school clubs and inter school fixtures https://www.vx3.com/product-category/gravesend-grammar/ and look forward to seeing our boys representing the school again in fixtures in the not too distant future.
Our Gravesend Grammar School sports community reaches far
wider than what is here within the school gates and it has
been a pleasure to have met with a number of former students, parents and local clubs in recent years. We are always
looking to enhance our links with local sports clubs and if anyone would like to get in touch to talk through how partnerships can be consolidated and built with us here at GGS, it
would be my pleasure to meet with you (see contact details
below) to discuss how we can enhance these links.
We have a number of long term goals for our traditional sports
including hockey, rugby, basketball, cricket, athletics and football; alongside our Athlete Development Programme (ADP)
that will include strength and conditioning alongside technology and analysis provisions. In order for us to provide our
sporting programmes with the equipment and infrastructure
that can meaningfully develop our student athletes, I am appealing to anyone within our wider school community that
might be able to support the growth of these programmes
through financial assistance. I would be very pleased to talk
with and meet any individuals or businesses to discuss our
progressive plans, which will help us on our goal and journey
to becoming one of the top 1% of state schools for sport in the
UK. If you are interested or know anyone that might be able to
support the continued growth of Gravesend Grammar School
sport, please feel free to contact me at foremanp@gravesendgrammar.com or
by phone (01474) 331893 (PE Dept).
Onwards!
Mr P Foreman
Subject Leader Physical Education &
Sport
Head of Rugby
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Rugby Update
With the ongoing Covid restrictions halting any form of inter
school competition, there has been a silver lining to appear
out of these uncertain times with the continued development
of our “Athlete Development Programme (ADP)” that is being
introduced to Years 10 through to 13.
The overarching aim of the programme is to improve athletic
performance of students as they move through to senior
sporting representation at Gravesend Grammar School, to
enhance a positive sporting culture and develop lifelong performers”
The initial ADP startup has seen students within the Y10-13
school rugby squads being introduced to a strength and conditioning programme which runs before school in the school
gym. The purpose of these sessions is to develop athletic capability, utilising weight training, focusing efficient movement
patterns, technique and the introduction of a core lifting programme. As students begin the programme in Y10, we will
focus primarily on teaching correct and efficient movement
patterns, as well as High Intensity Interval Training (HIIT). The
dedication that our students have shown thus far has been
fantastic and consistency will be key for their continued development.
We have also introduced a “Team Fitness” block, with the Y10
squad taking on Hill Sprints at Windmill Hill and a Rugby Specific Fitness on the school rugby field. The purpose of these
sessions is to not only to improve individual fitness, but to
enhance the team ethos of hard work, discipline and respect
for each other, working together to achieve an overall team
goal. The dedication of these young students has been outstanding, with standout performances from Rocky Sims (10C),
Alife Marks 10C, Shay Turley (10D), Ryan Keenan (10C( and
Robin Singh (10F).
The Year 7 and 8 cohorts have made a fantastic start to their
rugby at Gravesend Grammar School, with over 120 students
attending a Saturday morning introduction to the game. Since
then their numbers and standards have been fantastic, with
training sessions aimed at the return of competitive rugby
with the first “Touch Rugby House Competition”. The skills
and commitment shown by all of the boys was excellent, with
members of the PE Department and wider coaching staff expressing their compliments to all the students that participated.
With the RFU recently posting updated legislation on the return of full contact competitive rugby, we are excited by the opportunity to continue to develop our students
in a safe environment, and look forward to
all year groups being able to play a revised
form of the game from January onwards
within their year groups here at GGS.
If you have any questions or would like to
join the school rugby team, please come
down to the PE office and discuss with any
member of staff who can advise you on how
to be part of this wonderful school sport.
Mr Papworth
Head of GGS Rugby Development
Gravesend Grammar School

GGS Rugby Franchise Year 12
Report from 11th November 2020

The 2nd round in the Year 12 Franchise series was played on
Wednesday 11th November in Enrichment, off the back of a 53 win for the Stock Stingrays in Week 1. The evenly matched
teams played another hard fought 40
minute match, swapping the lead multiple times, with debut tries for Nathan
Santhipillai (12GSS) and Alex Pollard
(12DMG) before the Papworth Panthers
finally chased the Stingrays to an 8-8
draw. The contest was decided by a
drop goal penalty shootout, where unsurprisingly, the only scorers were
backs. It came down to the final sudden
death shot, where Team Captains Toby
Emery (12AD) and Josh Barnes (12KG) went head to head Barnes slotted the kick with Toby narrowly missing, making it
a 2-0 series lead for the Stingrays
as
we
head
into Rd
3 later
in November.
A massive
thank
you to the PE department for their efforts in running this year
group tournament and the boys can’t wait for our further
rounds of fixtures!
Written by Harvey Dean 12GSS

Year 10 Rugby
In GGS we take great pride in our rugby and normally this time
of year we would be playing a vast amount of matches against
other schools, but due to Covid-19 we haven’t been able to do
so. Luckily, through the hard work and efforts of the PE Department we have found a way to play year group bubbled
touch rugby and enjoy some competitive sport.
Staff members created Franchise Teams and four captains
chosen from the Y10 squad to lead each team: Alfie Marks,
Ryan Keenan, Rocky Sims and William Stener (10D). Each captain chose two packs each that had 3-4 players in each, from
the whole of the Y10 rugby squad. This was decided over the
traditional and ever fair ‘rock, paper, scissors’ method, with
each franchise squad complete with 8-9 players. On Thursday
29th October, all the teams played each other and the table
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herein provides the results so far. The games lasted 10
minutes, with the pitches half a normal pitch, to allow some
free-flowing touch rugby.
The first set of matches in the draft left the table very open,
with all sides in a good position to push on and win the draft .
All franchises played some great rugby and provided thrilling
matches that went down to the last few seconds. It will be
interesting to see how the rest of the tournament continues
once we have been removed from Lockdown, hopefully with
the same level of excitement as the first game week brought
us.
The League Table as it stands…
As you all know these tough times have affected school sports
greatly, especially rugby. Due to Covid-19 we are not allowed

to play other schools or even play a contact match within our
school. This has meant the levels of competitiveness could
have been lower than previous years. But thanks to the PE
staff we are able to play a touch tournament providing that
drive we need as players to improve and still have that competitiveness and hunger to win.
Thanks to the PE staff and their brilliant thinking, we can enjoy
rugby just as much as we have done all these past years we
have been at the school. Without the PE staff doing this for

us, this year could have been a wasted opportunity to
develop, but the boys are all excited to continue their
rugby journey.
Written by Alfie Marks (10C), Rocky Sims (10F), Ryan Keanan
(10C) and Will Stener (10D)

As you all know these tough times have affected school sports
greatly, especially rugby. Due to Covid-19 we are not allowed

We are delighted to confirm that we have partnered up with our extra curricular kit providers VX-3 and have a number of garments available for our GGS students to wear at extra curricular training and inter school fixtures as and when they recommence. Please check out the link https://www.vx-3.com/product-category/gravesend-grammar/ to see the available options.

HOCKEY 2020
Despite restrictions, lockdowns and the absence of some students while they isolate, hockey at GGS has continued to grow.
We have had excellent numbers across the school to train and work on skills throughout Terms 1 and 2. Although inter-school
fixtures still seem a long way away, Term 3 will host Year 7, 8 and 9 House Hockey competition, as well as inter-squad tournaments for the older age groups. Details about all up and coming competitions will be shared in due course.
BPS
Gravesend Grammar School
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Gravesend Grammar
School
Basketball Academy
GGS Basketball Academy Announces
New Sponsor

court, and a humble leader who brings
the best out of his teammates. We sat
down with Kwame in our first player
spotlight to take a deep-dive into the
mindset of one of the most promising
student-athletes at Gravesend Grammar
School:

Who is your favourite professional basketball player
and why?
The Gravesend Grammar “One of my favourite basketball players is Kyrie Irving
School Basketball Academy because he is very exciting to watch. He has a very good
are extremely pleased to handle and can really do everything on offence”.
announce their brand new
partnership
with
The What was your first experience with basketball?
Bridge Group, who will be sponsoring the Academy for “My first experience with basketball was in year 6 when
the 2020/21 season. The Bridge Group, based in Brom- my school was invited to a tournament, but I didn't really
ley, delivers industryknow how to play the game. That's what got me interestleading security and faciled in basketball”.
ities management services, with a range of sub
How has the Basketball Academy at GGS helped you so
-services to meet every
far and what are you looking forward to in the future?
need. Their sponsorship
“The Basketball Academy has developed me as a player
and support is sure to be
through our training sessions and it has also taught me
a key driving force in the
how to structure my time so that I don't fall behind with
success of the Academy
studies. I am looking forward to playing matches against
in its first year. Head of
other schools in the future”.
Basketball, Mr Tong,
commented “We are
What are your goals for school and basketball during
thrilled to have The Bridge Group on board as our Acade- your time ahead at the GGS sixth form?
my sponsor and I am certain that their generous support “My goal for school is to do well in my A-levels and go on
will help drive the Basketball Academy forward. This to university. My goal for basketball is to hopefully play
partnership has already allowed us to make substantial in the Basketball Academy First Team next year in Year
developments as a programme and the support, which 13”.
has facilitated improvements in many areas, is already
having a huge impact on our student-athletes. Our part- Do you have any words of advice for those looking to
nership with The Bridge Group will certainly allow us to join the Basketball Academy for Sixth form?
build the foundations for future success”.
“My advice to anyone wanting to join the Basketball
Further information about The Bridge Group and their Academy in Sixth Form is that you should be ready to
range of services can be found on their website at work hard and be committed. It will take determination
https://www.thebridgegroup.uk.com/.
and focus but as long as you are committed and ready to
work, it will be a very enjoyable experience”.
Player Spotlight: Kwame Oware Agyeman
In the midst of a challenging year for everybody, Senior If you are interested in any of the basketball opportuniBasketball Academy Point Guard, Kwame Oware Agye- ties available at GGS, please contact Mr J Tong
man, has shone both on the court and in the classroom. (tongj@gravesendgrammar.com) for further information.
His academic prestige has been highlighted recently as
Kwame ranked in the top 10% of students in Year 12 for
progress in the classroom. On the court, Kwame has accelerated his game this term and emerged as a key figure
within the basketball programme.
Kwame embodies what it means to be a member of the
GGS Basketball Academy. A hard-grafting student, an
outstanding role model, a ferocious competitor on the
Gravesend Grammar School
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TERM DATES FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2020—2021
TERM 1:

TERM 2:
TERM 3:
TERM 4:

TERM 5:
TERM 6:

Tuesday, 1st September—STAFF INSET DAY + New Year 7 in
Start: Wednesday, 2nd September (Week 1)
Finish: Friday, 16th October
Start: Monday, 2nd November (Week 2)
Finish: Friday, 18th December
Start: Monday, 4th January 2021 (Week 1)
Finish: Friday, 12th February
Start: Monday, 22nd February
Finish: Thursday, 1st April
Start: Monday, 19th April
Finish: Friday, 28th May
Start: Monday, 7th June
Finish: Thursday, 22nd July

250 CLUB
I hope that you and your family are all keeping safe and well and looking forward to the Christmas break.
The three winners for October 2020 are as follows:
1st prize £211.75 - number 192, member since 2005, previous winner
2nd prize £115.50 - number 289, member since 2015, previous winner
3rd prize £57.75 - number 19, member since 2011, previous winner
Contribution to school - £385.00
The winners for November 2020 are:
1st prize £211.06 - number 201 - member since 2015, no previous wins
2nd prize £115.12 - number 140 - previous winner
3rd prize £57.57 - number 92 - member since 2006, previous winner
Contribution to school - £383.75
As always, thank you for supporting the school and may I take this opportunity to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and let's
hope 2021 is a better year for everyone!
Barbara Dumaisnil
250 Club Coordinator
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