
Gravesend Grammar School 
Transport Arrangements from September 2020 

Thank you all for your patience whilst we try to navigate the difficult issues surrounding 
school transport. I have tried to provide a summary below of the key features surrounding 
school journeys. In correspondence with the local authority it is clear that whilst they have 
made contingency plans we will not know what this will look like until we come back and 
things are changing daily - I will do my best to inform you of changes.. 
 
Public Transport 
 
All public services will be running but due to social distancing, capacity may be reduced. It is 
important when you plan your journey to and from school that you understand the limits and 
the rules that each provider has put in place. It is my understanding that all persons over the 
age of 11 must wear masks on public transport. It is important that you recognise that. 
 

Type of transport  

School only buses For those students using the Vigo and New Ash Green services, 
the Local Authority has made these dedicated school transport 
(only school children can travel on these services). 1st Bus Stop 
will be running additional buses and coaches to increase 
capacity. There will only be side by side and facing forward 
seating; there will be no side seating and strictly no standing. The 
NAG 1 will have 3 buses in the morning and 2 in the afternoon. 
The V service will have 2 buses.  All students must wear a face 
covering.  Please note I am waiting to see whether the same 
provision will be applied to the RedRoute buses that cover Cliffe, 
Cobham, Shorne and Longfield. 

Public access buses On a local bus service, which the Local Authority cannot convert 
to school only transport (generally Arriva and Stagecoach), social 
distancing will remain in place and this takes capacity down to 
circa 50% for all vehicles.  Students must wear a face covering. 
If you are catching a ferry, train or an onward bus from school 
please walk into town and do not use the public services buses 
outside of school as there will not be sufficient capacity. 

Train Social distancing is in place across the network.  All students 
must wear a face covering.  I am not aware of additional trains 
being put on but I am told that they are currently running well 
below capacity. 

Ferry Additional crossings have been organised but there is no 
dedicated schools service and numbers may be limited. The 
timings in the morning will be 06.55, 07.15, 7.40.  Afternoon 
times will remain the same.  All students must wear a face 
covering.  Please refer to the following sites; 
http://thurrock.gov.uk/ 
Facebook and Twitter - jetstream tours 
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Travelling by car 
We are concerned that the reopening of schools will mean an increase in travel to school by 
car.  Those that know Gravesend well will understand that any increase will put pressure on 
the roads and at worst will cause a complete halt to the one way system.  Whilst the best 
advice is for your sons and daughters to walk or cycle to school (certainly if you live within 2 
miles), if distance prohibits this, please consider dropping off and picking up well away from 
the school.  As was the case last year, please avoid the rear of the school on Pine Avenue (I 
have continued to hire the Old Gravesendians car park which is only a short walk from 
school and provides much safer drop off and pick up - details have already been sent to you 
regarding this). 
 
Walk, Cycle or Scooter 
The Department for Education has made it clear that the way to solve transport issues is for 
students to become more active. At GGS we endorse active transport and we have safe, 
secure storage for cycles. We also encourage students to wear helmets and other 
appropriate equipment for cycling or using a scooter. 
 
 
Whilst I know that there is considerable anxiety out there regarding the return to school I am 
sure that that anxiety will reduce after the first few days when we are into our new systems 
and structures. We are looking forward to seeing all the students back at school in 
September. 
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