
Reopening plan September 2020 

 

This reopening plan is written using the reopening ‘GGS Risk Assessment’ and the ‘DFE Guidance for full reopening’ 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#i
ntroduction 

System Controls 

● Numbers 1 to 4 must be in place in all schools, all the time. 
● Number 5 must be properly considered and schools must put in place measures that suit their particular circumstances. 
● Number 6 applies in specific circumstances 
● Numbers 7 to 9 must be followed in every case where they are relevant. 

Prevention:   

1) minimise contact with individuals who are 
unwell by ensuring that those who have 
coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or who 
have someone in their household who does, do 
not attend school 

Refer to Risk Assessment 
● All persons showing symptoms will be asked to stay at home, isolate for 7 days and get 

tested. Symptoms include; 
- New continuous cough 
- High temperature 
- Loss or change in normal sense of smell or taste 

● Anybody showing symptoms in school will be isolated in the medical suite and sent 
home as quickly as is safe to follow the guidance above. Separate bathroom used next 
to the medical suite, cleaned after use. If more than one person then the counselling 
room and the inclusion office will me comendered 

● For PPE see below 
● Staff will communicate any illness to Judith West 
● Students / Parents to communicate illness with reception 
● Any positive tests will be referred to PHE 
● Those staff or students that have come into contact with a person in school with 

symptoms do not need to go home or self-isolate unless they show symptoms or the 
symptomatic person test positive or they have been requested to do so my NHS Track 
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and Trace 
● Routinely taking the temperature of pupils is not recommended by PHE 

2) clean hands thoroughly more often than 
usual 

Coronavirus is an easy virus to kill when it is on skin. This can be done by soap and running 
water or hand sanitizer.  

● Students must clean hands when they arrive at school, when they return from breaks, 
when they change rooms and before and after eating. All staff must monitor students' 
hand hygiene. Senior staff will monitor before school, duty staff at break and lunchtimes 
and teachers at each lesson 

● Hand sanitizer stations at all entrances 
● Hand sanitizer in all classrooms 
● Keyboard wipes in all computer rooms (students wipe down before using keyboards and 

mouse) 
● Posters in all rooms encouraging hand hygiene 
● Toilets checked for soap daily 
● All staff to encourage the routine of hand hygiene so that it becomes part of the schools 

culture 

3) ensure good respiratory hygiene by 
promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 

PHE does not recommend face cover in school. ‘Catch it, bin it, kill continues to be important. 
Cover mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or 
sneeze. 

● Use a tissue or sleave to sneeze or cough into 
● Put used tissues in the bin straight away. 
● Bins emptied each day 
● Tissues available in all classrooms 
● Posters placed frequently around the school promoting catch it, bin it, kill it. 

4) introduce enhanced cleaning, including 
cleaning frequently touched surfaces often, 
using standard products such as detergents 

Normal cleaning schedule will continue morning and evening. Enhanced cleaning through the 
day will include; 

● Surfaces, door handles and handrails 
● All computer rooms will have keyboard wipes and students will wipe down before use 
● Toilets will be cleaned 2X per day 
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and bleach ● Subject technicians will be required to be extra diligent in cleaning resources 

5a) minimise contact between individuals and 
maintain social distancing wherever possible 

Schools must do everything possible to minimise contacts and mixing while delivering a broad 
and balanced curriculum. The overarching principle from the DFE  is to reduce the number of 
contacts between children and staff. A detailed plan has been attached however this is 
summarised as follow; 

● Year group bubbles 
● Year group zones 
● Reduced classroom usage. Where possible (apart from specialist facilities) children are 

expected to stay in rooms or move within their zone 
● Specialist teaching spaces will have enhanced cleaning 
● Teachers operate across different classes and year groups to facilitate delivery of the 

the timetable 
● Staff as much as they can should socially distance, ideally 2 meters from other adults 

and children. Risk can be mitigated by avoiding face to face contact and minimising time 
spent within 1 meter of anyone 

● Year group entrances and exits 
● Staff and students should avoid touching each other  
● Unless there is fixed seating students should be sat in rows facing each other 
● Teachers should where possible avoid group work where distancing is not possible 
● There will be no assemblies in the school hall or mass gatherings 
● The staff room will be arranged to encourage social distancing and welfare facilities will 

have signage and instructions for use 
● The pattern of the school day will be different. There will be staggered break, lunchtime 

and leaving time. The start of the day is naturally staggered and this does not require 
adjustment. 

● Students will be outside for break and lunchtime 
● Shared resources between classes or bubbles, such as sport, art and science 

equipment should be cleaned frequently or rotated and unused for 48 hours.  
● Each specialist subject to produce a plan agreed by the SLG  
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6) where necessary, wear appropriate personal 
protective equipment (PPE) 

The majority of staff in education settings will not require PPE beyond what they would normally 
need for their work. PPE is only needed when; 

● Where an individual child or young person becomes ill with coronavirus symptoms while 
at school, aaaand only then if a distance of 2 meters cannot be maintained 

● Where a child or young person already has routine intimate care that involves the use of 
PPE 

● If a member of staff or child feel more comfortable in wearing PPE 

Response to any infection:  

7) engage with the NHS Test and Trace 
process 

Staff members and parents/carers must understand that they will need to be willing to; 
● Book a test if they are displaying symptoms. Staff and pupils must not come into school 

if displaying symptoms and will be sent home to self-isolate if they develop them in 
school. All can now be tested 

● Provide details of anyone they have been in close contact with if they were to test 
positive or asked by NHS Test and Trace 

● Schools will be provided with a small number of tests 
● We will ask parents and staff to inform us immediately of the results of a test; 

- If someone tests negative they can stop self isolating  
- If positive they should follow the ‘stay at home guidance’ and self isolate for at 

least 7 days from the onset of their symptoms and then return to school only if 
they do not have symptoms other than a cough or loss of smell/taste.If they have 
a high temperature they should keep isolating  until their temperature returns to 
normal. Other members of their household should continue self isolating for 14 
days 

8) manage confirmed cases of coronavirus 
(COVID-19) amongst the school community 

The school will contact the local health protection team if someone who has attended the 
school tests positive. Equally local protection teams will contact the school if they become 
aware of someone testing positive who has attended the school. 
 
The health protection team will carry out a rapid risk assessment and work with the school to 
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guide us through the next actions. Based on the advice from the health protection team, the 
school will send home those people who have been in close contact with the person who tested 
positive advising them to self isolate for 14 days. Close contact means; 

- Direct close contact - face to face with an infected person for any length of time, within 1 
meter, including being coughed on, a face to face conversation, or unprotected physical 
contact (skin to skin) 

- Proximity contacts - extended close contact (within 1 or 2 meters for more than 15 
minutes) with an infected individual 

- Travelling in a small vehicle with an infected person 
 
The health protection team will give definitive advice on who is sent home. The school will keep 
registration records to help support the team. 
 
Household members of the person sent home do not need to self isolate unless the person 
develops symptoms.  
 

● If a test is negative they must remain in isolation for 14 days. 
● If the test is positive they must isolate for 7 days from the onset of their symptoms 

(which could mean before then end of the original 14 days) 
 

9) contain any outbreak by following local 
health protection team advice 

If the school has 2 or more cases confirmed within 14 days, or an overall rise in sickness where 
Coronavirus is suspected the school will continue to work with the Local Health Protection 
team.  
 
In some cases the Health Protection team may recommend a larger number of other pupils 
self-isolate such as a site or year group. Whole school closure will not generally be necessary. 
 
In consultation with the local director of Public Health, where an outbreak is confirmed, a mobile 
testing unit may be dispatched focussing on the person’s class, followed by year group, then 
whole school if necessary. 
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