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Pictured with his wife, Rita, 
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ing of the Sanderson Sports 

Centre in 2009 

This must be the strangest newsletter I have ever 
contributed to.  Words like ‘pandemic’, ‘lockdown’, 
‘PPE’ and ‘epidemiology’ have become staples in 
our current language. These truly are unprecedent-
ed times and for our young people a living history 
that will define a generation.  
I am aware that some of our students have lost par-
ents, grandparents and other relatives to the Covid 
19 virus and all of the School community mourns 
your loss as we try to make sense of a world that 
has changed so quickly. 
I have been really proud of our staff who have 
pulled together in an attempt to support our com-
munity. In the early phases, vital PPE was donated 
from the school to Darenth Valley hospital, Medway 
Hospital and NHS volunteers. Before the Govern-
ment Voucher Scheme for Free School Meals be-
came live, we purchased our own vouchers for chil-
dren on FSM. The School has remained open for 
children of key workers and some of our most vul-
nerable students. We have conducted many home 
visits, where we have felt students would benefit 
from some face to face contact. This is on top of the 
online learning that our teachers are providing for 
all year groups apart from Years 11 and 13. The en-
gagement with our online learning has been well 
beyond expectation and I thank everyone for the 
huge efforts between that have gone into this be-
tween students, parents and students. Believe me 
when I say that you cannot replace a teacher in a 
classroom with interactive relationships and re-
sources.  

As I write this on 'thank a teacher  day' (a Govern-
ment initiative that has been largely ignored), I 
would like to say a huge heartfelt ‘thank you’ to the 
incredible staff of Gravesend Grammar School. Like 
in all families, many of our staff have their own 
young families, vulnerable relatives, financial issues 
and some are dealing with bereavement worries at 
this time. 
It would be easy to forget that the Year 11 and Year 
13 have not been with us since March, in the 
knowledge that they will not be taking any exams 
this summer. For many this has been overwhelm-
ingly difficult. Teachers have had the responsibil-
ity of giving Centre Assessed Grades to replace ex-
aminations and I can assure each and every student 
that grades have been given based on them as indi-
viduals and teachers have spent many hours looking 
at prior performance, internal assessments and pre-
vious distributions. For Year 13 in particular, when 
this is all over, we want you to come into School to 
celebrate your considerable achievements, which 
for some of you will be over seven years. 
At the time of writing we are wrestling with the de-
cision to reopen the school for some 'face to face' 
contact with our Years 10 and 12. This is still looking 
a long way off but I hope to report to you in Term 6 
with some more positive news. 
 
MDM 
 

REMEMBER TO KEEP YOUR DISTANCE! 

THE NEW ‘NORMAL’? 
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STAFF NEWS 

. 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARDS 

Update—May 2020 

With the closure of schools there are obviously no DoE activities taking place.  However, participants con-
tinue to carry out qualifying activities where they safely can and to adapt them where this is not possible.  
We hope to bring you some of their experiences in future newsletters. 

Mr Annable has finally finished uploading his beginner lockdown lessons to YouTube. He’s had had over 
1000 views in the past few weeks so thanks to anyone who has already 
had a go! 
GUITAR, KEYBOARD and DIY DRUMS playlists here... 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3hEHvsjCgxqxhf0DfuULRA/
playlists?view_as=subscriber 
Very soon, Mr Annable is going to start to film his intermediate lessons 
so keep watching this space (or sign up to his Youtube channel) for updates. 

SOMETHING TO DO! LEARN A NEW SKILL! 

CONGRATULATIONS to Ms Warnett and her 
partner on the birth of their second child.  
We look forward to welcoming back Mrs 
Gorman who has returned from maternity 

leave in Term 5. 
Leaving us with our thanks and best wishes are Ms Max-
well at the end of Term 5 and Ms Alonso-Sanchez won’t 
be returning to us in September.  Mrs Randhawa will 
also leave us to become Director of Maths at Thomas 
Tallis School in September. 
We have already welcomed Mr Woodcock and Mr Bruce 

to the English Department—the first members of staff to 
join ‘on-line’. Mr George will join the Biology Depart-
ment in July; in September Mr Crause will be teaching 
Business and Economics, Ms Papworth will join the Sci-
ence Department and Mr Stock will join the PE Depart-
ment 
We have two members of staff joining us as coaches/
cover supervisors:  Mr Papworth will combine his cover 
duties with coaching rugby in September and Mr Tong 
will be Head Basketball Coach from July. 

MATHS CHALLENGES 

There are two Maths Challenges from the Maths 
Department this term.  Can you solve them? 
 
Challenge No 1 
There are three known integer solutions to the 
equation: 

P! + 1 = q2 
(a) Can you find these? 
(b) Are there any others?* 
 
*this is an unsolved problem at the  moment….. 
 
Answers on back page 

Challenge No 2 
A mum has 
nine children 
who were born 
at regular inter-
vals.  The sum 
of the square of 
their ages is 
equal to the 
square of her age.  What are the ages of her chil-
dren just now? 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3hEHvsjCgxqxhf0DfuULRA/playlists?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC3hEHvsjCgxqxhf0DfuULRA/playlists?view_as=subscriber
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CAREERS NEWS 

Careers activities have 
managed to continue 
under lockdown this 
term albeit in a different 
form to usual. The focus 
has mainly been working 
with year 12 students to 
provide guidance on 
preparations for univer-
sity and apprenticeship 
applications which will 

be submitted in the new academic year. Usually we would 
hold a variety of events and sessions in school to guide 
through the process but with face to face options on hold we 
put together a Year 12 Career Guide to give step by step in-
structions and signposting to a wide range of resources acces-
sible online. One of the big events to be cancelled was our 
annual visit to the UCAS Exhibition but this week our students 
were invited to join the first ever, pilot, online exhibition fo-
cused on degrees in Engineering and Technology. This is one 
example of how the sector has adapted to provide students 
with access to as many resources as possible to facilitate their 
research. Other options provided by an increasing number of 

universities 
are webi-
nars, taster 
courses, 
virtual 
tours, live 

webchats with ambassadors and students and the list is grow-
ing. Alongside these resources we have also been able to offer 
telephone career interviews with a qualified careers adviser to 
provide more individual guidance to help navigate the re-
search and decision-making process. 
Another area of the careers programme that has been can-
celled is work experience for Years 10 and 11 who were due to 
go out on placements in July. Work experience is a really valu-

able opportunity for 
students to gain in-
sight into the work-
place and develop 
skills to support their 
applications to work 
and university in the 
future. With this in 
mind we have put together a pack of work experience alterna-
tives for both Year 10 and 11 to access and have set up the 
option to achieve the Work Experience Excellence Award 
through completing the activities. These activities offer the 
opportunity to both develop employability skills and gain in-

sight into a job or work sector from 
home. We are using Unifrog, an online 
careers platform to set and monitor 
completion of the activities as well as 
to provide a record for the students to 
refer back to when they need exam-
ples for applications in the future. I 
strongly encourage all students to en-
gage with these activities rather than 

miss out entirely, the records in Unifrog can be added to over 
the next weeks and months to build up a strong foundation of 
career learning and skill development. 
We have also sent out a survey to all Year 13 students to find 
out their current plans and if they need support from us for 
anything career related. Normally we could easily make con-
tact in school but under the circumstances this is more difficult 
so we are especially keen to hear from every student through 
the survey to make sure that everyone has what they need.  
As always, any student can get in touch with me by email to 
ask any questions. 
  
Jenny Douse 
Head of Careers 
(dousej@gravesendgrammar.com) 

FOR CRICKET FANS 

There may not be any cricket being played at the current time but you might like to read a book by Old 
Gravesendian, Howard Milton (GGS 1957—1965).  The book was co-authored by Peter Francis. 
Born in Gravesend in 1946, he has been a member of Kent County Cricket Club since 1969. Educated at GGS, 
he has an Honours degree in Modern History from the University of Durham and a Diploma in Librarianship 
(with Distinction) from the University of London. Howard worked for the Ministry of Defence Library Service 
for 35 years, retiring as Senior Librarian in 2004. Honorary Librarian of The Cricket Society 1977-2017 and 
Honorary Statistician of the Kent County Cricket Club since 1977, he was awarded Cricket Statistician of the 

Year in 1995 for his work on Kent cricket grounds. Since 2013 he has been a Trustee of the Kent Cricket Heritage Trust, whose 

newsletter Inside Edge he also edits. Howard has authored or co-authored 14 books on Kent county cricket, including two of 
the appendices to the Club’s official history. He lives in Gravesend, just along the road from his beloved Bat and Ball Ground 
and, for his sins, is a season ticket holder at Ebbsfleet United Football Club. 
Kent County Cricket Grounds: 150 Years of Cricket Across the Garden of England  -  his is a unique volume in the extensive bib-
liography of cricket in Kent. The result of forty or more years of award-winning research, it not only includes the 18 post-1870 
grounds but for completeness, mentions all those used before 1870 for first team matches and since 1911 for second eleven 
matches. 

 
https://www.kentcricket.co.uk/news/kent-county-cricket-grounds-book-now-on-sale 

https://www.kentcricket.co.uk/news/kent-county-cricket-grounds-book-now-on-sale/
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Build up to lockdown: 
It was all a shock when it was announced at the start of the 
week that the schools were closing due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. During the last week of school we have been giv-
en online sites for most of our subjects so that we can do our 
work whilst we are at home. Also we have had to take a few of 
the books from the library to keep us occupied for our time at 
home. Some people are happy that we are to stop going to 
school and some of us are upset that we were leaving our 
friends and will not be able to see them for a while. Personal-
ly, I am confused as I don’t know what to expect from this ex-
perience and how hard it will be. 
Week 1: 
This was the first week of our school working from 
home.  Most of this week has been getting used to working on 
the online sites and making sure everyone has everything they 
need. I set myself up by doing my work according to my time 
table therefore everything was organised and clear. It took a 
while to get used to this new environment of working but I am 
starting to get used to it. Every day this week I have done a 
live fitness workout with Joe Wicks: it’s a half an hour workout 
for all ages. During the week I also celebrated my 12th birth-
day.  Due to the lockdown I could only spend it with my family 
and was unable to see anyone else during this time.  This was 
annoying as I could not celebrate outside of the house, apart 
from our daily walk, but my family ensured I had a great day 
and decorated the house and organised a Zoom call in the 
evening with family and friends.  They all wished me a happy 
birthday which was really nice. 
Week 2: 
Now into the second week of the lockdown, and I am starting 
to get used to the environment of working from home.  Work 
is getting harder, deadlines are stricter and we are starting to 
be given more work from each teacher. On Thursday of this 
week my family and I were supposed to be going on holiday to 
Australia. It was so disappointing that we were unable to go 
because I was really looking forward to it and we had planned 
the trip for a long time. The Queen addressed the Country this 
week and we have also learnt that Boris Johnson has been 
admitted to hospital after contracting the coronavirus.  
Easter holidays (Week 3 & 4): 

During this time I should have been in 
Australia enjoying myself but due to the 
coronavirus I have been stuck at home. 
Over Easter weekend it was really lovely 
weather and therefore we had a BBQ, my 
sister and I were given Easter eggs and my 
dad delivered roast dinners to my nan and 
grandad who are self-isolating. On the 

Monday of the first week of the holidays we would have been 
flying to Hamilton Island so I was gutted we haven’t been able 
to do what we had planned.  
Everyday we have taken the dog for a walk and he has got 
used to us all being around. Also, I have helped out in the gar-
den by jet washing the patio, painting pots and planting a tree. 
We have made homemade pizzas which were very nice.  
My mum is at home but my dad is still going to work as he is a 
Fireman and therefore one of the listed key workers.  He 

works shifts and still has to go to London during the pandemic. 
I have found the holidays a bit boring if I am honest as we had 
nothing really different to do as we couldn’t go out. 
I did however learn something different as I have learnt how 
to edit gaming videos and also how to make different foods. 
From this week everyone is to go out at 8pm 
every Thursday and clap for the NHS to show 
appreciation for them risking their lives to 
help others.  
Week 5: 
This is the first week back after our two week ‘break’.  Bit of a 
slow start back but I feel like I am getting back into a routine of 
getting up at 9, doing some exercise then doing my work. We 
are now getting work from every lesson and they are given 
when our lessons are scheduled on our timetable. At the end 
of the school day I am catching up with my cousin and friends 
on my Xbox.  This is great as it means that I am keeping in 

touch with my friends and family. 
Ever since the start of the lockdown we have had 
to do some things differently; my mum has still 
been doing her PT sessions but via Facetime, we 
have had virtual calls with friends and family ra-

ther than texting or ringing and my parents have set up quiz-
zes/bingo/virtual chats with friends and family to keep in con-
tact. 
Week 6: 
Work is getting more strict and we had four tests this week, 
two for Spanish, one for maths and one for Geography. I found 
these more tricky than normal as I did not have a teacher with 
me and it was done in a different way.  Will have to wait to see 
how I get on. 
Mr Wild, my form tutor, phoned this week to check in and see 
how I was getting along.  This was great as I was able to chat 
over anything I was finding hard. 
This week was the week of Captain Tom’s birthday: he has 
raised £32 million for the NHS by walking a 100 laps of his gar-
den. On his birthday he was made a Colonel for his efforts and 
received thousands of cards from the public. Over the week-
end we took my dog for an extra long walk past Jeskyns Park 
and Ifield.  We nearly didn’t go as 10 minutes into the walk my 
dog faked a hurt leg but he was really ok just probably pro-
testing about the amount of walking he is doing. 
Week 7: 

We have had a science test this week which 
was quite tricky but hopefully I did ok.  
This week was a bank holiday on Friday and 
was about celebrating 75 years of Victory in 
Europe day.  This was when the war was fin-
ished and we had won the war.  During the day 
we held a two minutes silence to remember 

the people who had died during WW2 and my mum had set 
up decorations, baked and made us lunch in the garden. 
During my free time I have once again enjoyed going on my 
Xbox with my friends.  
 
Ellis Bance 7F 
 

GGS LOCKDOWN DIARIES 
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This was supposed to be a diary but it’s really hard to 
keep a diary when you don’t know what the date is half 
the time and as of writing this, I genuinely don’t know 
what day of the week it is! 
However what I do know is that I am perpetually drown-
ing in assignments and other homework all due today or 
tomorrow which in no way helps my knowledge of the 
day of the week. To sit and think about my situation, I 
can’t really pinpoint something I have done with my free 
time, except lessons, too many lessons. I tried to work 
on my piano skills and that succeeded, till I lost interest 
that is! I tried reading but I’ll go crazy before I can find 
the book I’m looking for in this mess I call my bedroom. I 
tried distracting myself with video games but you 
guessed it, I got bored.  
Even though I tried to do a lot, I noticed that I didn’t 
have a lot of free time because of the tsunami of work 
constantly arriving. It would seem when we the students 
are bored we try to distract ourselves with other stuff—
but when the teachers are bored, they just set more 
work! The work we are receiving should be the same 
amount as we would have been at school, maybe it is 
but in the situation we are in just one page can feel like 

an eternity. So I decided if so much of my time will be 
spent completing assignments I might as well have some 
fun with it. Asking common knowledge questions, sub-
mitting work a few seconds late, loading the work with 
some irony and even suggesting to a teacher that the 
best way to solve social problems is to abolish govern-
ment! I haven’t received feedback on the last one yet 
but I hope it went down well with a chuckle or a groan, 
either is fine at this point.  
You might hear that some have been doing so much 
more with their free time and this diary/rant contradicts 
all of that but there is a simple explanation. We are all 
having different experiences and mine just involves 
getting more and more bored. Very slowly though.  I did-
n't think I'd miss everyone this much:  during the sum-
mer holidays, it's alright but this is different. I miss all of 
the things we used to do; all the activities we had to-
gether and all of the laughter we shared, both with the 
teachers and each other. 

So turn off your alarm clock, sleep till 3PM! 
 
Naitan Negara 10D  

LOCKDOWN NIGHTMARE 

Lockdown has been a stressful time 
for all of us and many of us are begin-
ning to miss our old lives and the nor-
mality that existed just over three 
months ago now. We all took a step 
into the unknown when we left our 
old lives behind but I believe that it 
has given us all the chance to take a 
break and focus on the most im-
portant things in life such as relation-
ships and hobbies. Lockdown gives a 
great chance to learn new skills or 

develop existing ones; I personally have been teaching 
myself Spanish and learning how to play the piano. I also 
regularly enjoy going for walks and reconnecting with 
nature!  
I have also been trying to complete my school work to 
the best of my ability and ensure that I am not going to 
suffer as a result of being at home. Personally, I really 
enjoy home learning as it allows me to be flexible and 
gives me more independence over my work. Further-

more I have 
been keeping in 
contact with 
friends on video 
calls which are 
always very en-
tertaining!  
In the April half 
term, I camped 
in my garden for 14 nights which was also a great experi-
ence and truly a once in a lifetime thing - I love that I 
have been able to do things like this with all of my free 
time. At this moment in time, nobody knows when or 
how we will be returning to school but I hope that when 
we do, it will be in safe circumstances and happier times.  
 
Stay safe! 
 
Jordan Giannasi 10D 
 

LOCKDOWN! 
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Reflecting on the days before lockdown 
Looking back, I was in disbelief that our school was clos-
ing; not for one moment had I ever imagined that our 
way of life would be so drastically changed by an invisi-
ble enemy. I remember thinking to myself that when this 
has all past, the normality of school life will resume for 
the majority of students and staff. However for our year 
thirteen and some of our year eleven students, the sud-
den closure has meant an abrupt end of an era. For 
many the uncertainty is not over as they still have an 
anxious wait to find out what grades they will be award-
ed for their hard work.  

The thought of there not being an end in 
sight was daunting, but I told myself I was 
going to be okay. I would try to focus on 
the positives. I planned to re-

learn the piano, spend more time cooking 
and I would finally make myself use the 
‘couch to 5k’ app that I had downloaded 
many months before. 
Week One 
My first week of remote teaching is over and I can’t help 
but reflect back to when school was open. My mornings 
before the start of lessons would consist of having con-
versations with my form, 7 Fleet - whether that be field-
ing homework related queries, hearing how they got on 
at rugby or football at the weekend or listening to them 
trying to explain to me about the latest video game. Now 
my mornings are somewhat quieter and I’m beginning to 
miss school. I am trying to focus on the positives, my 
family and I are safe and well, and unlike when at work, I 
can now manage to a drink a cup of coffee whilst it is still 
hot – it is all about the small wins! 
Week Two 
I have always felt thankful to work at GGS and immense-
ly proud of our students who form the soul of our school 
community. I’ve been particularly impressed by the work 
ethic of the majority of the 100 year nine and ten stu-
dents I have the pleasure of teaching. It’s not the easiest 
age and thinking back to when I was about fourteen I 
don’t think I would have thrown myself into this new 
way of learning...I fear my parents would have had a 
battle on their hands.  
Week Three 
A short entry this week, it is the Easter break and I’m 
following Mr Moaby’s and Mrs Tremain’s advice to take 
some time to relax. I’m continuing to miss normality but 
the thought of hopefully getting a haul of Easter eggs at 
the weekend is keeping me going! 
Week Four 
I was hoping I would be too comatose from eating choc-
olate to write an entry this week, but I received disap-
pointingly few Easter eggs. To tell you the truth I only 

received one this year - a Lindt bunny, 
you know the type, one wrapped in gold 
foil with a bell on a red ribbon around its 
neck. Needless to say, this didn’t last five 
minutes! 
Aside from gorging on said Lindt bunny, I 
have been trying to spend time with my 
family, even if remotely. My grandmother, who is in her 
80s has mastered Zoom. She’s not the most technologi-

cally minded and often even has trouble work-
ing her television, so when she announced to 
me last year that she was getting an iPad and 
the internet I was somewhat surprised. Ten 

months later and what a lifeline this has been! I now 
look forward to our video calls - although I do miss see-
ing her face as her angling of the camera often leaves me 
looking at the ceiling a lot of the time. 
Whilst on the topic of Zoom, Mr Pollard, Mr 
Townsend and I had a virtual department 
meeting recently. It was like looking through 
the key hole, a brief glimpse into the hidden 
world that is a teacher’s home. I’ve never 
seen a tiger print themed kitchen before - I 
will leave you to decide whose it was! 
Week Five 
The Easter break is over and my week is once again com-
prises delivering lessons, albeit remotely. I’ve spent most 
of my week emailing and phoning my year seven form, 
some have settled into this new way of life, whilst others 
have faced significant challenges, but one thing has re-
mained evident—the desire to thrive despite the lock-
down. I cannot commend enough the overwhelming ma-
jority of the students that I teach for their mature ap-
proach to this new way of working.  It is important to 
remember though that it is also ok not to be thriving but 
surviving – if you feel in need of help please ask for it, 
whether it be from your parents, your peers, your teach-
ers or our amazing Student Support team. 
Week Six 
If this was week six of the summer holidays, part of me 
would be thinking, ‘I wish we had a few more days off’. 
But it’s not the summer holidays. I can’t wait to return to 
school when it is deemed safe to do so. 
This lockdown has made me realise that routine is often 
underrated. No matter what is going on around us, at 
home, in our community or the wider world, school is 
always there. It is the one constant in all of our lives - 
learning goes on and our values thrive. Our School motto 
“Consule Cunctis” – which loosely translates as “Take 
Thought For Everyone” seems more relevant than ever.   
 
HNW 
 

EASTER EGG DISAPPOINTMENT IN LOCKDOWN! 



 

 Gravesend Grammar School                                                                           Respect, Friendship, Hard Work, Exploration  May 2020 

 
Page 7 

8th May 1945 was a day of celebration throughout Eng-
land as people celebrated the end of conflict in Europe 
and looked forward to loved ones returning home. At 
3.00pm, Prime Minister, Winston Churchill had an-
nounced the end of fighting in Europe, following Germa-
ny’s surrender the day before. Of course, for many this 
was a bittersweet day as they continued to mourn those 
who had perished in the conflict, worried about their 
loved ones whose whereabouts were still unknown or 
were still fighting the war in the Pacific. Reflecting this, in 
his VE Day announcement, Churchill commented that 
‘We may allow ourselves a brief period of rejoicing, but 
let us not forget for a moment the toil and efforts that lie 
ahead’. Even after the 8th May, many men were sent to 
the east to fight in the Pacific War which didn’t end until 
August 1945. 
These emotions were all experienced in Gravesend as 
people began to look towards a brighter future. Bonfires 
were held throughout the town in addition to torchlight 
processions and street parties.  
Gravesend had been affected by, and contributed to, the 
war effort alongside the rest of the nation. For example 
Henley’s Cable Factory (closed in 2008) produced the 
lead alloy piping for Operation Pluto. The piping was laid 
from the Isle of Wight to Cherbourg to supply a continu-
ous flow of petrol to the allied troops after D-Day; one of 
the events which helped to turn the tide of WW2 in fa-
vour of the Allies.  
As well as a day of celebration, VE Day led to many con-
sidering the impact that the war had on Gravesend. By 
1945, 97 houses had been totally destroyed, 207 houses 
badly damaged and 7159 needing repairs. Gravesend 
and North Kent Hospital still had a £10,000 pre-war debt, 
although this was cleared by the end of 1945 thanks to 
the Gravesend and District Victory Fund. There was also 
an acute shortage of soap in Gravesend following years 
of rationing (not dissimilar to the current situation!). In 
rebuilding Gravesend, residents were not alone in their 
labour. 118 houses were built on Lorton Road by Ger-
man prisoners of war. 
Memorials for those who fell in the war can be found 
throughout Gravesham. For example, in 1945 Higham 
erected a village hall in honour of all local men killed in 
the war. 
Students of Gravesend Grammar School had experi-
enced much change to their lives during the conflict as 
many of them had been evacuated to Suffolk. John Mei-
klejohn remembered spending two nights sleeping on 
the floor of an Odeon cinema when they first moved as 
they sorted the accommodation for an influx of so many 
children. He enjoyed being able to still attend a school 
but complained that he had to start playing football in-

stead of rugby! Students certainly seemed to have been 
far safer in the country than at home as Gravesend’s 
proximity to London made it vulnerable. Indeed, the 
School itself was damaged during the war. 
8th May 1945 marked the beginning of the end of the 
disruption caused by WW2 as countries began to look 
towards rebuilding and family members looked forward 

to being reunited with loved ones. Some of these experi-
ences and emotions echo today, over 75 years later, as 
the world wages a very different type of war. Govern-
ments are discussing how to help economies grow and 
families are physically apart. But we can also look back 
to 1945 for hope. Times of change in history often lead 
to progress as we adapt. Following WW2 the United Na-
tions was formed and then in 1948 the NHS was estab-
lished in England. On a different note, the development 
in radar technology from the war also led to the creation 
of the microwave! We don’t know when the next oppor-
tunity to celebrate with our friends and families will be, 
but we can take heart from the tenacity of previous gen-
erations to come out the other side smiling.   

SC 

 

VE DAY (VICTORY IN EUROPE) 
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VE DAY—GGS-STYLE 

VE Day Dinner in the Canteen 1945 

School ATC on Parade 1941 School ATC Inspection 1941 

Robert Palmer VC DFC and Bar—killed in  action 
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LEST WE FORGET 

Friday, 8th May should have been a Europe-wide celebration of VE Day, with street parties and public displays of appreciation  
for the sacrifices made in the Second World War by so many and to celebrate the surrender of German and the end of the 
War.  However, Covid-19 intervened and it was a much different celebration:  a two minute Silence was observed in homes 
around the country and by dignatories via the internet, led by Prince Charles in isolation in Scotland, street parties—but not as 
we know them—took place in small numbers as long as social distancing was observed; the Red Arrows did a flypast above the 
empty streets of London and the Queen addressed the nation at 9.00 pm—at exactly the same time as her father did on VE 
Day. 
May also marks the anniversaries to two GGS Old Boys, Varley Bousfield and Edward Gould. We would normally remember five 
further anniversaries occurring in Term 6.  As it is so uncertain whether schools will have reopened by then, they are included 
here. 

VARLEY BOUSFIELD 
Born on 11th March 1921, Varley Bousfield was 
living at 19 Parrock Road in 1929 when he 
joined Hill House at GGS.  His father, Matthew, 
was a Trinity House Pilot AND married mother 
Jessie in 1910.  He attended GGS between 1929 
and 1939 having previously 
attended Bronte Villa. He was 
a Prefect during 1938-39 and 

played in the second XV Rugby team.  He 
also took an active part in the preparation of 
The Miltonian.  On leaving GGS, he went to 
Sandhurst and served with the Beds & Herts 
Regiment as a 2nd Lieutenant.  He was killed 
on 27th May 1940 at just 19 during the evac-
uation of Northern France as the Germans 
pushed forward to the coast.  He was part of 
the British Expeditionary Force. He is buried at Longuenesse 
(St Omer) Souvenir Cemetery - Plot 8, Row C, Grave 60. 

EDWARD ROY GOULD 
Born on 7th May 1925, he lived at the Horse & 
Groom, Stansted and studied at GGS between 
1937 and 1945 in Downs House, having joined 
from Stanstead School. 
From Stansted Roll of Honour: Private EDWARD ROY GOULD, 
14710191, of the 8th Battalion, Royal Scots apparently did 
not leave details of his next of kin, although it is known that 
his father was the chauffeur at Court Lodge and that the 
family lived in the Horse & Groom cottages.  Private Gould 

was probably a late conscript and possibly even allocated from a reinforce-
ment depôt. The Royal Scots are Britain's first Royal Regiment and historically 
the 1st Regiment of Foot. This heritage Private Gould would have been made 
aware of in his training.  The Royal Scots, as part of the 21st Army Group, 
landed in Normandy on the 14th June 1944 and fought all the way up through 
France and Belgium, taking part in clearing the vital Scheldt Estuary, and on 
into Holland to the Nijmegen Salient.  Pausing to cross the Rhine and pass into 
the Lower Rhineland and over the River Emms they reached the outskirts of 
Aurich, a small town halfway between Emden and Wilhelmshaven, by May 
1st. Here after days of constant patrolling and mopping-up the last resisters of 
the defeated German army in the Stats Forest 19-year-old Edward Gould died 
on the 2nd May, 1945, just six days before the end of the war in Europe was 
officially over. He is buried in grave 2A F9 in the Hamburg Cemetery on the 
outskirts of that city. 
From Stansted War Memorial 

JOHN EDWARD BASSANT  
Born 28th November 1921 and the son of Henry and May Bas-
sant, John Bassant was living at 11 Landsown Place, Perry 
Street in 1932.  He joined GGS from Dover Road Primary 
School and was in Downs House between 1932—1938.  Hav-
ing been awarded Full Colours , he went to work for the Com-
mercial Bank of Australia. He was a Lieutenant in the Royal 

Artillery India, 2nd Field Regiment 
and went to India in May 1942.  He 
was sent to Burma in June 1944 
where he saw service on the Chin-
diven River, Irrawady and Bridge-
head.  A month before he died of 
cerebral malaria, he was awarded 

the Military Cross for devotion to duty.  He died 
on 14th June 1945 aged 23 and is buried at the 
Rangoon War Cemetery, Myanmar, Burma. 

JAMES DOUGLAS GRIFFIN 
James Griffin was born on 28th December 
1925 and was a student at GGS between 1934 
and 1941, coming from Miss Martin’s School.  
On leaving School he worked for the Graves-
end Reporter before becoming a Pilot Officer 
in the Royal Navy Air Squadron based with 
HMS Landrail 805 Squadron in Scotland.  He 
died in a flying accident on 1st August 1945 
aged 19. 
 

JOHN RUFUS GEORGE FOSTER  
Attending GGS between 1931—1937, and the son of Rufus (a 
chauffeur mechanic) and Margery Foster, John Foster had 

previously attended Cecil Road Primary 
School and lived at 195 Old Road West.  He 
played in the 2nd XV rugby team for Cliff 
House.  On leaving school he worked as an 
Assistant at Gravesend Public Library and 
joined the Royal Navy as a Supply Assistant 
on HMS Imogen.  HMS Imogen was rammed 
and sunk by the British Light 
Cruiser HMS Glasgow in thick 

fog off Duncasby Head, Scotland.  HMS Imogen 
had previously sunk two German submarines 
and had taken  part in the Norwegian cam-
paign.  In June 1940 she escorted the aircraft 
carrier Illustrious to Bermuda.  She was return-
ing to Scapa Flow when the accident happened. 
10 Officers and 125 listed crew were rescued, 
sadly John Foster was not amongst them.  Born 
on 21st November 1919, he died on 16th July 
1940 aged 20.  He is remembered at the Chatham Naval Me-
morial. 
 
 
 

Rugby 1st XV  
1937—1938 

1932 Form  
Transition A 

1932 Form IIA 
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TERM DATES FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2020—2021 
TERM 1: Wednesday, 1st September—STAFF INSET DAY + New Year 7 in 
  Start: Wednesday, 2nd September (Week 1) 
  Finish: Friday, 16th October  
TERM 2: Start: Monday, 2nd November 
  Finish: Friday, 18th December  
TERM 3: Start: Monday, 4th January 2021   
  Finish: Friday, 12th February  
TERM 4: Start: Monday, 22nd February    
  Finish: Thursday, 1st April  
TERM 5: Start: Monday, 19th April 
  Finish: Friday, 28th May   
TERM 6: Start: Monday, 7th June 
  Finish: Thursday, 22nd July   
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Due to Coronavirus Covid-19 all scheduled school events, visits and trips are cancelled for Term 6.  

Please refer to the School website for further information. 

250 CLUB 
I hope that all of you and your families are keeping safe 
and well. 
The winners for April 2020 are as follows: 
1st prize - number 85 - £205.56, member since 2015 (no 
previous wins) 
2nd prize - number 26 - £112.13, member since 2019 (no 
previous wins) 

3rd prize - number 273 - £56.06, member since 2015 
(previous winner) 
Contribution to school = £373.75 
Thank you to everyone as usual for supporting the 
school. 
Barbara Dumaisnil 
250 Club Coordinator 

Answers to Maths Challenges 

Challenge No 1 
4! + 1 = 52 

5! + 1 = 112 
7! + 1 = 712 

Challenge No 2 
Mum could be 48 and her chil-
dren are 2,5,8,11,14,17,20,23,26 

DOUGLAS FRANK OWEN 

Born on 15th March 1916, Douglas Owen attended Kildare School before joining 
GGS in 1925.  He left in 1934.  The son of Arthur, a Trinity House Pilot, and Flor-
ence, he lived at 52 Pelham Road.  He was an active member of Gravesend Rowing 
Club and played rugby for Old Gravesendians.  After leaving school he trained in 
business before working at Westminster Bank, first in Erith and then in Sidcup.  He 
joined The Kent Fortress Royal Engineers before World War 2.  He was a Lance 
Corporal with 579 Army Field Company.  He died on 17th June 1940 (aged 24), a 
casualty of the RMS Lancastria disaster—the sinking of a troopship in the estuary 
of the River Loire.  Many servicemen were trapped inside the hull and a great 
many bodies were never recovered.  Bodies were found months later along the 
French coast, north and south of Saint-Nazaire, and some more than 100 miles 
away.  The Lancastria was sunk while taking part in Operation Ariel, the evacuation 

of troops, which took place two weeks after the evacuation of Dunkirk.  He is remembered on the Dun-
kirk Memorial in France. 

TERENCE ALLINGHAM SHEPHERD 
The son of Horace Shepherd, a Channel Pilot, and Caroline, Terence Shepherd was known to live at 50 Kent Road in 1928.  He 
was born on 18th September  1917 and attended Cecil Road Primary School, before joining GGS  between 1928 and 1931.  He 
then went to Cranbrook School.  He became a Merchant Navy sailor and served on MV Upwey Grange.  The Upwey Grange was 
hit by a torpedo from a U-Boat U-37 on 8th August and sank about 184 miles west of Achill Head, County Mayo.  The Master, 
31 crew, one gunner and three passengers lost their lives.  Terence Shepherd was 22 when he died and is remembered on the 
Tower Hill Memorial. 

1932 Form UVA 


