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Pictured with his wife, Rita, 
Peter Sanderson at the open-
ing of the Sanderson Sports 

Centre in 2009 

CHALLENGING TIMES 

At the end of Term 3, I wrote about looking forward to the exciting opportunities that would be available to GGS in 

the future with new buildings, decorating and carpeting of corridors and trips to the Azores and Berlin over half 

term.  Little did I know then that lives worldwide were about to change forever and Coronavirus Covid-19 and 

‘social distancing’ would become the focus.  As news, and then the virus, from the Chinese region of Wuhan spread 

around the world, we could only watch helplessly and wait to see what happened next. 

Uncertainty and worry dominated as families coming home from their half-term holidays overseas had to self-

isolate on their return, the ski trip to Northern Italy was cancelled and school events were cancelled one by one 

alongside National and international sporting and social events.   

And here we are, just five weeks later and school is closed for the foreseeable future to all but children of keywork-

ers and students who may be vulnerable for a variety of reasons, Year 11 GCSE and Year 13 exams are cancelled 

and the future is uncertain for us all. 

What has impressed me more than anything during these unprecedented times is the dedication, flexibility and 

hard work of all of our amazing staff and the resilience with which our students have adapted, complied and kept 

calm.  Year 13 students have left us not to return and we wish them well.  Years 7—12 may not return until Sep-

tember but we will be ready and waiting when schools re-open. 

We have spent a considerable time preparing and creating resources so that students can continue to learn and 

teaching staff will be available via our Google environment to answer questions, mark work and give feedback.  We 

will keep everyone informed of how we will proceed over the coming weeks in our efforts to provide education for 

our community. 

We look forward to welcoming returning students when school reopens and new Year 7s in September.   

I would like to offer my sincere and heartfelt thanks to my colleagues, our parents and students for the way in 

which they have responded and supported us in these difficult times and hope that you stay safe and well during 

the coming months. 

MDM 

DOING OUR BIT 
Having been contacted by a former student through the GGS professional network, Mr Moaby was able to spread the word to 
our local school community and together with contributions from Mayfield Grammar School, he was pleased to hand over 450 

pairs of eye protection to Darent Valley Hospital. The following day, Mr Moaby picked up more eye protection provided by 
Meopham School, St George's, NTC and NFSG to help protect frontline workers locally and in SE London #GGSonebigfamily  

KEEP SAFE—HELP OUR NHS—STAY AT HOME 
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STAFF NEWS 

CONGRATULATIONS to Mr Woods and his wife 
on the birth of their son in February.  We would 
normally be looking forward to welcoming Mr 
Woodcock to the English Department in Term 5, 
as part of our plans to accommodate the expand-

ing number of students.  Mr Woodcock is a former GGS stu-
dent (2001-08), and also taught here between 2012 and 2016.  
We also look forward to welcoming Mr Bruce to the English 
Department.  With the aid of technology, we hope to intro-
duce Mr Woodcock and Mr Bruce online to students soon! 
Also joining us helping to deal with HR across the The Decus 
Trust is Ms Walsh.  Mrs Gorman is due to return from mater-
nity leave in May. 
Ms Warnett has begun her maternity leave and we wish her 
well for the future and look forward to her return in due 
course.  Leaving us during this time are two long-serving mem-
bers of support staff—Mrs Johnson, our Exams Officer, will 

leave us at the end of term after almost 28 years of service!  
Joining GGS as PA to former Headteacher, Peter Read, until his 
retirement and Clerk to the Governors, she continued her PA/
Clerk role for a short period when Mr Wybar joined us in 2001.  
She then served as an Admin Officer and latterly she has been 
ensuring the smooth running of exams for literally thousands 
of students over many years. Also leaving, but in May, is Mrs 
Carmody after nearly 25 years’ service, formerly our Office 
Manager and Clerk to the Governors, as well as dealing with 
admissions in Years 7-11.  Many, many students will have ben-
efitted from her caring ministrations on visits to the Medical 
Room when they were not feeling well.  Retaining her admis-
sions role, she moved to 6th Form Administration and Attend-
ance Officer some 18 months ago.  We thank them both for 
the many years of service to GGS and wish them well for the 
future. 

HEAD STUDENT’S REPORT 

This my last report as Head Student and I 
would like to start by addressing the other 
four members of the Head Student Team. 
Brandon Lee, Thomas Menasse, Harleen 
Mudahar and Mason Rickard— it has been 
an extremely enjoyable year working along-
side all of you! We have delivered many 
new ideas, structures and systems and have 
hopefully cemented our legacy within the 

school that should last long after we leave. We started as five 
ambitious individuals who didn’t know each other very well 
and have now come out the other side as a group of lifelong 
friends who, I’m sure, will all become very successful and hap-
py in the years to come.  
Having spent the past few days in quarantine, I have been 
able to cast my mind back and reminisce on a simpler time; 
September 2013. It was the first few days of Y7 and I had al-
ready made some good friends, long before I could even tie 
my own green striped tie. It was at this time that I realise how 
many opportunities were becoming available to me, and I’m 
pleased to say I took almost all of them. Captaining the School 
rugby team to a nearly undefeated season, stuffing arch-rivals 
Dartford by 85 points to 5, and winning the Kent Sevens Cup 
were some of the early highlights and by the end of Y8, I had 
represented the School in five different sports.  
However, I didn’t start to reach my academic potential until 
the end of Y10. Having spent most of my time prior to this 
focusing on sport, accompanied by a few too many visits to 
Mr Fotheringham’s office, I began to lose my footing. I had 
lost sight of my main goal - to be as successful as I possibly 
could be. Luckily, I was supported by teachers who didn’t give 

up on me, even though I felt like giving up myself.  
As a result, I studied harder than I ever had before; I sacrificed 
playing football at lunch to go to maths clinic; I spent count-
less hours doing more work after school than any of my peers 
and managed to obtain a set of GCSEs that had far exceeded 
my expectations, as well as attending all six Prize Givings since 
Y7. This School gave me the opportunity to realise that I could 
achieve anything that I put my mind to, which is an attribute 
that I will treasure for the rest of my life.  
I’m sure you are all aware that times like these have not been 
endured in this country since the war but one thing that has 
not been unprecedented is the way our staff have handled the 
situation. 
I should imagine ‘what to do during a global pandemic’ isn’t 
something that is heavily touched upon in a teacher training 
course!  However, we students wouldn’t know any different 
from the way teachers have responded. From organising 
online tools to provide a seamless flow of work in a matter of 
days to the innate leadership and ability to take control in 
such absurd circumstances, they really epitomise what 
Gravesend Grammar School is all about. They have been hon-
est with us from the start, distributed information to us as 
soon as they found out themselves and have - most im-
portantly - remained cool, calm and collected. We haven’t had 
to look far for reassurance that everything is going to be okay. 
There really isn’t anything else a young person could ask for. 

Thank you. 
 
Lukey Hunt 
Head Student 

The daughter of a member of staff has a friend who is a radiographer at Darent Valley Hospital. Her friend told her that she 
and her team are wearing the goggles etc collected and delivered by GGS. She's been assigned to several Covid 19 patients and 
is thankful to GGS for the delivery. She wanted GGS know that they are very grateful. 

EVERY LITTLE HELPS 
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During what could be a difficult time for many in our commu-
nity, art, drama and music can be a lifeline and could provide 
stimulation and challenge.  
Keeping busy, learning a new skill, brushing up on an old one 
or just creating to keep the mind calm are all great activities to 
take part in. 

The Art Department have offered equip-
ment to anyone who would like to make 
some art at home.  *We have lots of draw-
ing challenge cards in the art room, which 
students can borrow and lots of great re-
sources for photography, drawing and 
painting on our Pinterest page, GGS art 
department.  
Find it here: https://pin.it/q7N5Q6l 

There are lots of ideas here and other ideas and links to crea-
tive activities will be posted on a classroom for both students 
and staff, with things to do at home for all ages, links to online 
galleries and articles with interesting artists featured.  

The Music Department have also kindly 
offered instruments to anyone who would 
like to challenge themselves to learn. 
Please contact Mr Annable or Mr Mitchell 
if you would like to *borrow something, or 
would like to find resources for learning an 
instrument. 
There are lots of excellent plays available to watch online - 

there is more out there than just Netflix! 
The silver lining of the pandemic could be 
staff and students returning to school with a 
new skill or a blossoming of talent within the 
school community. 
We look forward to seeing what you create! 
The Art, Music and Drama Department 

THE POWER OF CREATIVITY!! 

*NB:  At the time of writing, Covid –19 lockdown arrange-
ments prevent this.  This may change. 

As promised, Mr Annable has started uploading instrument lessons to annoy your neighbours with!  Here are the first two Key-
board exercises.  Clearly you need a keyboard to practice on! With a 
smart phone or tablet you can download a free piano app or if you're real-

ly desperate, you can use your PC keyboard with the following website:  
www.onlinepianist.com/virtual-piano.   

Mr Annable will be uploading almost daily now so keep checking in. 
There are already plenty of tutorials online but making these videos will give him something to do and maybe you just want to 
learn from your favourite hairy hippy! 
Do let Mr Annable know if you have any specific song requests. 
https://youtu.be/j8H2vXHXhn4       https://youtu.be/4MTtSMiOEmM 

IF MUSIC BE THE FOOD OF LOVE, PLAY ON….. 

 

MATHS CHALLENGE 

See back page for  
solution 

WELLBEING PACK 

Mr Turvey has uploaded a wellbeing pack to Google Classroom which has been designed to give  lots of ideas and challenges 
to help students stay happy and healthy during the Coronavirus Covid-19 pandemic.   They will not all work for individuals but 
the hope is you find things you can add to your daily routine.  Remember to try and get outside of your comfort zone, try new 
things and keep busy and active.  See this time as an opportunity for personal development and stay Happy, Strong, Healthy.  
There is also help on how to deal with the emotions you might be experiencing due to self-isolation and anxiety and also gives 
details of where to go for help if you are suffering any form of mental health issues or abuse.  The pack has been made availa-
ble to all students, parents have been notified and we hope the you find it useful.  Please make sure you follow current Gov-
ernment guidelines for social distancing where applicable. 

The GGS Pillars of Respect, Friendship, Hardwork, Exploration apply now more than ever in these unprecedented times!  

https://pin.it/q7N5Q6l
https://www.onlinepianist.com/virtual-piano
https://youtu.be/j8H2vXHXhn4
https://youtu.be/4MTtSMiOEmM
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CAREERS NEWS 

Term 4 is always packed 
full of Career related 
learning activities and 
even though our time in 
school has been cut short 
and some of our regular 

events cancelled, there have been many positive experi-
ences that have taken place in the first part of the term. 
National Careers Week took place from 2nd to 6th March 
and the week was marked by a wide range of visiting 
speakers and PSHE activities on the theme of 
“Challenging Assumptions”. The PSHE activities were 
designed to highlight of researching jobs in detail before 
making career choices and focused on the use of Labour 
Market Information to inform students 
on some of the hidden aspects of jobs 
and the labour market in general.  
Year 7 were visited by a Civil Service Fast 
Track apprentice who shared details of 
her own experience with Defra and also highlight ed 

some of the many oppor-
tunities for both appren-
ticeship and graduate en-
try into the Civil Service.  
Year 8 had an assembly 
from I See the Difference, 

an organization set up to raise the profile of the many 
professional healthcare careers 
that are not as a doctor or in 
nursing.  
Year 10 received a statistics 
packed presentation form the 
University Campus of Football 
Business (UCFB) explaining the scale of the sports indus-

try and the many different job 
roles that exist beyond ath-
letes and coaches. Students 
from Years 11 & 12 also 
attended a focus session with 
UCFB on Careers in Sport & 
Business. Year 11 heard from 
Teagan Higgins of GKR 

Scaffolding, one of our former 
sixth form students, about ca-
reers in construction looking at 
the range of qualification 
routes, opportunities for pro-
gression and technical challenges involved. Years 12 and 
13 saw a presentation from Queen Mary, University of 
London about the degree apprenticeship opportunities 

available with the Russell Group universities and ex-
plained how the universities and employers work in part-
nership to deliver the academic and work-based ele-
ments of the programme.  
Year 8 have had a series of career interactions in addi-
tion to these to support their 
choice of GCSE options and to 
open their eyes to some of the 
many career opportunities that 
exist. Each form had a Careers in 
Science lesson looking at the varie-
ty of jobs in the Fast Moving Con-
sumer Goods (FMCG) industry and 
at the science behind an everyday product. They also 
considered the many skills involved in both a scientific 
and non-scientific job and how through their science les-
sons they can develop these skills to benefit their future 
careers. In addition, each form was introduced to the 
Unifrog online careers platform and taken through the 
registration process to enable each student to access 
this resource for research and recording career learning.  
 
Jenny Douse 
Head of Careers 
(dousej@gravesendgrammar.com)  

THE DAY EVERYTHING STOPPED! 

The day everything stopped! 
I stopped going out. I stopped meeting friends. I stopped go-
ing to school. I stopped seeing family. I stopped my sports 
clubs. I stopped going out! My dad stopped going to work! 
My brother parked himself on the sofa. 
Stay at home, the place we want to be anyway, but on our 
terms. 
I go upstairs, I go downstairs, upstairs & downstairs. “You’re 
only allowed out once” my mum says “save it until later”. 
Going out, what I took for granted at my ease. 
My mum tells me she’s a keyworker! What’s that I say? Isn’t 
dad’s job important too? 
My grandparents are stuck in India I overhear, stuck?? Stuck, 
where? Why? When did that happen? They’re miles away, 
will they ever get back?! 
“Shush” the Prime Minister is talking. 
You’ll be telling your children about this one day! 
That’s only if we ever make it out. 
Everything changed, with a blink of an eye and it’s only week 
2! 
 
Jeevan Poonian 9C 

mailto:dousej@gravesendgrammar.eu
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AN AMAZING AZOREAN ADVENTURE 

The Azores—25°30’W, 37°50’N—São Miguel, the largest island 
in the Azores archipelago, is where 42 students from Years 9, 
10 and 11 and five staff were headed for six days at the end of 
term to learn about volcanoes as part of their GCSE Geography 
studies.  This Portuguese island is just 40 miles long and 10 

miles wide.  Flying via Lisbon, on our arrival 
we were whisked off on a walking tour of 
the capital with our guide, Wilson:  starting 
with a picnic lunch in a botanical garden, 
we then learned some 
of the history and for-
mation of the islands, 
and the capital, Ponta 
Delgada.  This was fol-
lowed by a visit to a 

pineapple plantation to see how the island 
speciality is cultivated.  We then headed 
off to our hotel for an early night after our 
early start from the UK. 

Day 2—our second guide, Edu-
ardo, joined us and we went off 
to see how another island speci-
ality—tea (chá)—is produced.  
This included a tasting and lots 

of tea being purchased for par-
ents.  We learned how British 
machinery from the 20th Cen-
tury is still in use at the only tea 
plantation in Europe.  Our next 
stop was the Terra Nostra Botanical Garden which has a large 

(artificial) geothermal lake. 
Whilst half of the students 
were in the lake, the other half 
had a tour of the beautiful gar-
dens with plants imported 
from around the world.  Stu-
dents relaxed in the warm wa-
ters—brown/orange as a result 
of the iron oxides produced by 

volcanic rocks. After lunch at Tony’s Restaurant, we headed off 
to the Furnas geothermal area in the east of the island.  Lagoa 
das Furnas is one of the island’s three massive volcanic lakes 

and the huge caldera has a 
town in it.  The local speciality 
of Furnas is cozido, cooked 
from very early morning for 
lunch in what is best described 
as a slow cooker—in covered 

holes alongside the lake and volcanically heated.  The students 
experienced the sulphurous fumeroles and small bubbling 

geysers in the town and tasted the volcanically filtered drink-
ing water—not popular with some!  After a busy day, students 
still had enough energy for a game of football in the ‘cage’ on 
the quayside.  The locals were a little surprised when dozens 

of very keen footballers joined 
them! 
Day 3—We stopped briefly to 
admire the coastline at Lagoa do 
Fogo on our way to the geother-
mal power station.  São Miguel 
produces around 60% of its ener-
gy from here.  We were taken to 

the Control Room and for a tour around the masses of pipes—
in the rain.  The geothermal plant runs off the steam produced 
from geothermal energy which usually involves heating of 
groundwater above an elevated magma reservoir to around 
300 degrees centigrade. Our next stop was Caldeira Velha—
another chance for everyone to enjoy the hot springs—also in 

the rain; this 
time there were 
small pools of 
differing tem-
peratures to 
choose from.  
Again man-
made and heat-
ed by volcanoes.  After lunch we had a 

scenic hike to the waterfall at Salto do Cabrito.  The hike took 
us to a small hydroelectric power project and then along a 
pipeline (literally!) which ran above the river and down some 
very steep steps which led to the waterfall.  From here we 
returned to our hotel and, of course, the obligatory game of 
football on the quayside before our meal. 
Day 4—a very damp start saw us at Sete Cidades volcanic lake. 
Unfortunately the weather was against us as we headed off 
the viewpoint.  Despite low cloud, rain and a very strong wind, 
we continued determinedly to the Miradouro da Boca do In-
ferno.  We were in for a disappointment! 

The weather cleared on the way down to the caldero, where 
we had a short break before travelling to Mosterios.  Lunch 
was eaten against a spectacular backdrop of huge waves 
crashing in from the Atlantic—no wonder this is a favourite 
spot for surfers!  Next came Gruta do Carvao—a largest lave 

What we should have seen! What we saw…. 
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tube on the island—where we 
learned how the tunnel had been 
formed thousands of years ago.  
And of course, the usual game of 
football in the evening. 
Day 5—we travelled to the east 
of São Miguel and  the districts of 
Nordeste and Pedreira where 

there is some spectacular scenery.  We were treated to a love-
ly rainbow on our arrival at the Miradouro da Vista dos Bar-

cos. Yes—It was raining again!  But that didn’t detract from 
the natural beauty of the stunning, manicured gardens and 
spectacular waterfall at Ribeira dos Caldeiros Park.   All over 
the island we saw hedgerows of hydrangeas (which will un-
doubtedly look amazing later in the season, interspersed with 
azaleas, both of which seem to grow in abandon all over the 
island).  The whole island is unbelievably neat and clean! 
We stopped briefly at Ponta do Sossego to view the incredible 
coastline on our way to the hot springs of Poca da Bona Bei-
ja—the final visit and last opportunity to bathe in the hot 
spring spa, where there are three pools of iron-rich water 

which remain at a constant 
39 degrees.  On our way back 
to Ponta Delgada we drove 
through Vila Franca do Cam-
po, once the capital of the 
Azores.  It was destroyed in 
an earthquake in 1522 when 
the capital was transferred to 
Ponta Delgada.  It was also 

time to say thank you and goodbye to our two knowledgeable 
and enthusiastic guides. Once 
again, football on the quayside 
ended the day’s activities  
Day 6—our final day and time to 
explore Ponta Delgada in the 
morning and some last minute 
shopping before returning home. 
São Miguel is a beautiful island:  it 
is well maintained with manicured 
hedgerows everywhere; it’s very 
green; the scenery is stunning and 
the walks are amazing and the 

is-
landers and warm and welcom-
ing.  Add in the volcanoes and 
you have an incredible location 
which is well worth a visit! 
 
 
 
 

HJH 

MATHS FEST—ROCHESTER 
On Thursday, 27th February, seven other students and I went 
to Maidstone Grammar School for Girls for the Year 10 Maths 
Fest. We travelled by minibus with Mr Pallant as the driver.  
The challenge consisted of four rounds of maths, each with 

varying levels of difficulty. In 
Round One, we had to individu-
ally answer as many questions 
as we could in five minutes and 
then pass it to the next person 
in our team, who would then 
have four minutes to answer as 
many as possible, then the next 
person had three minutes and 

so on. We managed to win this round, only one point ahead of 
second placed team! In Round Two, we were given six chal-
lenging questions and we had to get four out of six correct in 
order to get full marks. My team misunderstood and focused 
on four questions, completely forgetting that there was anoth-
er two to try which were actually much easier, so we ended up 
with only three answered questions. In the third round, we 
had to work as a team to answer three questions about ine-
qualities. These were much more challenging than the other 
rounds’ questions but we managed to get over half of the 

marks.  
In the final round, we were split 
into two teams, each with four 
questions. These questions inter-
locked with each other (the an-
swer to question one is needed for 
question two etc.) We had four 
mini-rounds for this round, each 

with four questions, but we kept running out of time as there 
was always one more challenging question that we couldn’t 
quite finish. Overall, it was a great experience and we had a 
lot of fun, especially after 
winning round one, and we 
ended up taking a lot of left
-over cookies for the way 
back to school.  
Disappointingly, we have 
not yet found out who won 
overall, but it was still great 
to compete with the other 
schools.  
  
George Peters 10F 

AZORES continued 
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CCF—HMS COLLINGWOOD 

The Year 13 trip to Berlin was a thoroughly enjoyable trip and was 
also incredibly helpful for getting a better understanding of the Ger-
many side of the course for History A Level.  
Meeting up at school then taking a coach to Heathrow Airport, we 
flew to Berlin airport. This was very useful as  meeting at school first, 
it ensured that if anyone had forgotten anything which they would 
need on the trip, they could run home quickly and get it! At 
Heathrow, we all had an opportunity to have breakfast to get us 

ready for the rest of the day.  
In Berlin, we stayed in a hostel in high 
quality rooms where we also had break-
fast and dinner.  In Berlin, places  such as 
the Jewish Memorial, the Jewish Museum 
and the Sachenhausen Concentration 
Camp were all eye openers for the suffer-
ing that enemies of the Nazi Regime en-
dured during the Second World War: re-
sulting in a truly emotional response from 
everyone.  The Topography of Terror was 
incredibly useful: first for everyone’s un-

derstanding of how the Nazis 
were able to become such a 
powerful Dictatorship, but also 
due to the use of historiog-
raphy—which we need for our 
essays on the Germany side of 
the course. In addition, the visit 
to the German Reichsag was 

very helpful in regards to the understanding of German politics from 
1933 (when the Nazis got into power) until 1945 (when the Nazis 
were defeated). The guide was very helpful in explaining how the 
events actually led to a totalitaristic Nazi State which was able to 
remove six million people without resistance from much of the Ger-
man population.  
Finally, events such as bowling and eating at the TV Tower meant 
that the trip was thoroughly enjoyable and very positive as well. 
Overall, due to the educational and enjoyable aspects of the Year 13 
Trip to Berlin, it was a very valuable trip to have attended.  
 
Joe Youells 13SSC 

BERLIN TRIP 

The Year 13 trip to Berlin showed us the true nature of the country we 
study in our course, giving us a deeper understanding of our A level 
course. The endemic contrast of the city’s architecture and the expo-
sure we had to the exhibitions presenting Germany during and after 
the War showed how the policies of the Nazis of the past have played 
out in the present day. The horrors of the Sachsenhausen Concentra-
tion Camp were truly harrowing but the most enlightening experience 
of the trip. Although it wasn't used for extermination in the Holocaust, 
an atmosphere of death hung thick and could be felt everywhere. Only 
parts of the camp remained intact; however the immense suffering 
experienced at the hands of the Nazis broadened our understanding 
of our course, exposing us to a different perspective. The number of 
victims and their experiences came to life.  
On a more positive note, the highlight of the trip was the visit to the 

TV Tower in old East Berlin. The Skyline was much lower than Lon-
don’s; however it was equally impressive and 
breathtaking at night with twinkling lights 
stretching as far as you could see. The Berlin 
trip was an extremely enlightening experi-
ence and one that we are unlikely to forget. 
This trip would not have been possible with-
out Mr Clements, Miss Chapman or Miss 
Lewis ,so on behalf of the rest of Year 13 we 
would like to thank them for their amazing 
work and giving up their half term to give us 
an unforgettable trip. 
 
Evelyn O’Brien 13SSC 

On 26th and 27th February 
members of the CCF went 
on a naval cadet trip which 
consisted of a very enter-
taining drive to Portsmouth 
with us learning about Mr 
Poon’s music tastes; a night 
aboard the HMS Bristol (a 
decommissioned warship 
that served in the Falklands 
War, which only people 

born before 1980 will remember); a day trip around the naval base 
and a very “lively” assault course. HMS Bristol is one of the Navy’s 
cadet training ships where you can find anyone from GGS students 
there for one night to 20 year olds on their third year there. Yes, the 

ship is old: after all it was laid down in the ‘60s, 
but we hope that by next year there will be, as 
the Navy promised, a new training ship that was 
only recently decommissioned. All in all the 
evening went fine with the Year 9s getting excit-
ed for their first naval trip and the rest of us just 
wanting some sleep. 
The next day our main point was getting to HMS 
Collingwood - which isn’t actually a ship but a 
compound 40 minutes drive away from HMS 

Bristol- where we would do an assault course. 
This course consisted of several obstacles 
which included an 8 metre high rope climb, a 
15 metre long tube crawl, a wall jump and 
everyone's “favourite”, a swinging rope over a 
pool of water. This obstacle consisted of a large 
rope suspended over a pool of water which 
came up to my chest and I’m 1.84m (6 foot). 
With that information you can tell I fell in, as 
did most of the people! It was exceptionally 
hard for the Year 9s to do it as they shorter and 

lighter than the rest of us. Only one lucky Year 
10 and the two Year 13s managed to clear the 
pool. That was three who cleared it out of 14 
who tried it. Needless to say the rest of the 
course we all felt very much “alive”. It was a 
fun experience and made better by the fact 
that we were given waterproof overalls and 
we had our CCF waterproof boots. Needless to 
say we all still got very wet. Lucky for us the 
van was nearby and we all got changed and 
went on our merry way home. 

 
Naitan Negara 10D 
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MODEL UN CONFERENCE 

On 14th March 2020, Naitan Negara, James 
Fisher-Kearns and Blake Walker went to 
Cobham Hall in order to participate in a 
Model UN. James and Naitan were repre-
senting Russia while Blake was representing 
India. The roles were 
split as follows: Naitan 
attended the Environ-

mental Committee as Russia; James and 
Blake attended the Human Rights Com-
mittee as Russia and India respectively. 
During the Environmental Committee, the 
topics discussed were the numerous wild-
fires around the word and ways to prevent/stop them. The 
resolution was also based on this topic. Naturally as Russia I 
had to reject all proposals to save the earth in favour of pro-
tecting my economic growth. In this I was joined by the USA 
and Indonesia, both being represented by veteran Model UN 
delegates. The resolution contained what we thought were 
elitist clauses that were unfavourable to countries with lots of 
fossil fuels exports and developing countries that couldn’t find 
space for environmentally friendly industries. Our main oppo-
sition was Australia (the writer of the resolution), the UK and 
France. During the debate there were several unmediated 
caucuses, meaning you stopped debating and went and talked 
to other delegates. That’s a good opportunity to go over strat-
egies make the acquaintance of other delegates. Nevertheless 
Russia, the USA and Indonesia managed to get enough votes 
between 9-10 delegations so that the resolution did not pass, 
only barely though. The second topic was the use of “fast-
fashion”. With this resolution we built it up from scratch by 
proposing clauses, this was difficult as I had to work with both 
the US and Indonesia, whilst also sometimes working with 
France or with Iran, so I had the opportunity to defend my 
resolution which basically took income from countries with 
sweatshops and moving it to developed countries. It failed 
with two (Russia and USA) against seven. The whole resolution 
consisting of about six clauses passed with one (Indonesia) 
against eight. Overall it was more fun than work and had a 
nice outcome whilst being a good setup for the General As-
sembly. 
The Human Rights Committee was attended by Blake repre-
senting India and James representing Russia. The topic for 
debate: the empowerment of  women and the furthering of 
equality. The Resolution put forward by the delegates of the 

UK was to create a UN organisation that would fund projects 
across the globe that would get more women into the work-
force and create more opportunities for women in developing 
countries. The resolution had almost unilateral support apart 
from three countries, Russia, who believed that the UN should 
focus its resources in the improvement of the economies of 
developing, as this would carry benefits of all sectors of socie-
ty; China, who believed that the resolution was not supportive 
of communism because it suggested that the citizens of China 
were in some way not already equal; and Japan who argued 
that it would be unfair on countries who had strong traditions 
regarding the role of women. Japan had some interesting 
views, believing they were living in a feudal society. However, 
after amendments presented by the USA and Indonesia, 
solved the problems presented by Russia and Japan, the reso-
lution passed 8-1, with only China voting against. The Com-
mittee was enjoyed by all those who attended, and allowed 
for a serious debate to take place, only interrupted by China’s 
rambling (and entertaining) speeches on the communist ideol-
ogy. It served as a good warm up for the General Assembly, 
which would see even more heated debate, complicated 
scheming between delegates and yet more interjections from 
the Chinese delegation. 
The General assembly consisted of countries represented by 
one or two delegates. All of the countries there were: India
(GGS), Pakistan, UK, Iran, Italy, Japan, Russia (GGS), USA, Chi-
na, France, Hungary, Australia, Jamaica, Kenya and Indonesia. 
It was during the General Assembly where our team of dele-
gates discussed the banning of religious symbols and, by ex-
tension,  items of religious clothing. With the help of contacts 
made during the committees, this led to the delegates having 
some powerful connections. With the representatives of Rus-
sia throwing brilliant counterarguments at discerning coun-
tries, and India helping to steer the discussion, the General 
Assembly would pose an entertaining obstacle. The debate 
was fierce, but with both India and Russia having a large reli-
gious majority, our delegates found common ground, and 
were able to work together. Other 
nations’ delegates, such as France, 
became an interesting threat, not 
only supporting the ban but also 
going as far to threaten pulling out 
of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. However, the stun-
ning oration on behalf of both 
countries led to the idea of ban-
ning religious iconography being 
discarded. With the Russian dele-
gates being granted the award for 
Best Delegation, the students of 
Gravesend Grammar School made 
great contributions to this year’s Model UN, and it is safe to 
say that this year was a successful one. 
 
Naitan Negara 10D 



 

 Gravesend Grammar School                                                                           Respect, Friendship, Hard Work, Exploration  April 2020 

 
Page 9 

In January the GCSE and A Level Art students who are now 
developing their final exam projects went to the annual Lon-
don Art Fair at the huge Business Design Centre in Islington.  It 
is basically Comicon for the major art selling galleries around 
the country and a fantastic opportunity to see the best of their 
artists' work all in one place, from masterpieces by great 
British modernist pioneers like Henry Moore and Graham 

Sutherland who was featured painting Churchill's portrait in 
'The Crown', to new young artists just starting out in their ca-
reers.   The students discovered inspiring artists they had nev-
er heard of before and are now researching them and creating 
new art of their own influenced by everything they saw at the 
show.  
PDB 

LONDON ART FAIR 

GEOGRAPHY FIELD TRIP TO FLATFORD MILL 

On Thursday 5th 
March, all of the 
Year 12 Geogra-
phy students, 
along with Mr 
Jesson, Dr Wood 
and Mrs Tre-
main left the 
school (early) to 

travel to Flatford Mill. Located on the Suffolk/Essex border, 
and made famous by the Hay Wain painting by John Constable, 
Flatford Mill is also a field centre. We arrived just after 9:00, 
and met our tutor, Becca. The first 
day was centred around coasts, 
with us doing theory in the class-
room before heading out to Walton
-on-the-Naze on the North Sea 
coast. The weather was miserable, 
but we did manage to gather the 
data, even if everyone was soaked afterwards. Back to the cen-
tre and we were shown to our rooms, most of us were in Willy 
Lott's Cottage. After some time to dry off, we were back in the 
classroom to focus on data analysis. Then it was time for din-
ner (chicken curry) and finishing the statistical tests on the 
data. It was a long day - we didn't finish until 20:00. Following 

that we had some free 
time, then off to bed. The 
second day was focused on 
regeneration of Ipswich, 
this time with Simon. After 
breakfast we started with 
theory, then began our 
outing to gather data in 
Ipswich. Thankfully the 
weather was much kinder 
to us, although few people 
wanted to answer the questionnaire. Arriving back at the cen-
tre we looked at GIS (which is to do with data presentation on 
maps.) Tonight's dinner was pizza, and we finished off the GIS 
work in the evening. This was all to give us ideas and tech-
niques to use in our non-examined assessment (NEA). Our last 
day was centred around "place." We went to Dedham village 
(on the minibus as the footpath was flooded) to test out new 
data collection techniques such as sound levels and photo-
graph analysis. After our last time in the classroom it was time 
to leave and head back to Gravesend. The days were long and 
full on—however it was useful with regards to our NEA. 
 
Matt Fooks Year 12 
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARDS 

Term 3 Update – April 2020 

BRONZE AND SILVER AWARDS 

It was a pleasure to be part of a select group of DofE partici-
pants to meet His Royal Highness Prince Edward, Earl of Wes-
sex at Cobham Hall. The whole event was to promote the ex-
pedition and outdoor aspect of the Award, something that is 
pivotal to the whole DofE experience. The GGS team were 
tasked with showing the Prince how to properly pack a back-
pack, and how it changes depending on the weather, the 
length of the expedition and geography of where the expedi-
tion is taking place. To give a visual for the prince we set up a 

giant "backpack" made of rope and placed real items that 
would be taken on expedition into the compartments of the 
bag that would be applicable. We later went on to explain to 
the Prince why we would put certain things where.  
Although it was cold and wet it did not dampen the spirit of 
the event and HRH Prince Edward was very keen to speak with 
participants, asking about their experiences of the expedi-
tions.  
Robert Hooker 12CNW - Gold DofE Participant  

GOLD AWARD 

Congratulations to the following DoE participants who have been awarded the Bronze and Silver Award—sadly there will be 

no Award presentation event but all should be proud of their achievements!  Well done. 

INFORMATION FOR DofE PARTICIPANTS DURING THE CORONAVIRUS COVID-19 PANDEMIC 

DofE recognise that this is a worrying time for everyone, and 
you may be concerned about how you will continue your DofE 
and achieve your Award, amongst many other things. 
If you can, it’s important to stay healthy and active during this 
time and continuing with your DofE activities can help with 
this – even if you’re not attending your usual meetings. 
As your usual activities may be cancelled, there is some advice 
and Q&As to help you continue with your programme on the 
DofE website. However, please remember that all activities 
must still be approved by your DofE Leader, and that your par-
ents/carers/guardians (if under-18) are happy for you to do 
them. 
You may also decide to take a break from your activities and 
pick them up again later on, and that is fine too. Don’t forget: 

you’ve got until you’re 25 to achieve your Award. 
Contact your Assessor for each section for ideas on how you 
can continue your activity away from your usual sessions, or at 
home. 
Also, remember that you are able to change your activity if 
you can no longer continue your current one, but you will 
need to get approval from your DofE Leader first. To do this, 
simply change the activity on your eDofE account and submit it 
to your Leader for approval. However, you must also ensure 
you get a report from the Assessor of your current activity to 
record what you have done so far, and then find an Asses-
sor who can sign off your new activity. 
Further information is available on the DofE website. 

https://help.edofe.org/hc/en-gb/articles/360024234534-How-do-I-change-my-activity-
https://www.dofe.org/do/assessors/
https://www.dofe.org/do/assessors/
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1932 Form IA 

LEST WE FORGET 

Once again, we mark the sacrifice made by three Old Gravesendians in the Second World War on the 75th anniversary of their 

deaths. 

Born on 4th November 1916, Stanley Thomas Rouse attended 
GGS between 1928 and 1933 as a member of Cliff House, hav-
ing attended Cecil Road Primary School.  He lived at 128 Pel-
ham Road, Gravesend.  On leaving school he went to work for 
Stook & Sparks Ltd, Builders’ Merchants, as a clerk.  He married 
Doris in 1941 and they had a baby daughter and were living at 
52 Earl Road, Northfleet.  He joined the RAF as a pilot in 1939 
and served in the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserves, 227 
Squadron as Flight Lieutenant.  He served with 609 Squadron in 
1941 and died on 15th March 1945, aged 28, having been re-

ported missing on a night raid over Germany flying a Lancaster Bomber out of Graveley, part of Bomber Command.  
He is buried in the Durnbach War Cemetery, Bayern, Germany. 

1932 Form LVB 

STANLEY THOMAS ROUSE 

WILLIAM BERESFORD WEIR 

Son of William (a River Pilot) and Emma Weir, William Ber-
esford Weir was born on 1st January 1922 and attended 
GGS between 1930 and 1938 in Hill House, joining us from 
Bronte Villa.  He played for the 1st XV Rugby team and 
was awarded Full Colours.  He lived at 95 Whitehill Road.  
After leaving school he worked in accountancy, joining the 
RAF in 1940 and receiving his training in Florida.  He was in 
the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserves as a Pilot Officer, 
274 Squadron.  He died on 9th April 1945 and is buried in 
the Rheinberg War Cemetery, Germany.  Footage in the Imperial War Museum 
shows him flying a Hawker Tempest on 3rd April 1945, just days before he died. 

1932 Form IA 

TERENCE LANCELOT TYNAN 

Terence Tynan joined GGS in Town House from the Cecil Road Primary 
School.  Born on 11th April 1915, and resident at 130 Old Road East, he 
attended GGS between 1925 and 1932.  He played for the 1st XV Rugby 
team.  He worked for APCM in the Welfare Department on leaving school.  
Married to Nancy in 1940, he had a four year old daughter, on whose birth-
day he was killed during a military operation in Minehead, Somerset.  Be-
fore the War, he had served with the Territorial Army  with the Royal Ulster 
Rifles and subsequently served in Northern Ireland.  Having been promoted 
to Captain, he was serving in the 1st Parachute Regiment, (Airborne), Royal 

Ulster Rifles when he was killed on special duties.  He was killed on 16th April 1945 aged 30 and is 
buried in Gravesend Cemetery.  He received a Military Medal. 

1932 Form UVA 
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On Thursday 27th February, on a wet and chilly morning, five Year 9 students 
borrowed Mr Moaby's car (with his permission and Mrs Purdy driving, of course) 
and went to take part in the 'South East' Regional Badminton finals at Guilford. It 
was an early start, 7.15am to be precise and we encountered rain, snow and 
mad lorry drivers on the M25! 
There were seven schools and colleges taking part in both single and double 
matches.  Our first win was against Reading, where Rhys & Joel won convincingly 
21 - 3.  We continued to play positively notching up four wins in the doubles and 
two in the singles, but losing several of the matches only by a couple of points!  
We come 3rd overall, narrowly missing out on a place in the finals later in the 
year.  

Well played everyone! 
Samuel Pannell, Rhys Gula, Vatsal Jain, Louis Pollard & Joel Raj 

BADMINTON 

Congratulations to George Wise, 11H, who competed in the 50m Butterfly at the Edinburgh International Swim 
meet on Friday, coming 13th out of 28. Also competing at the meet were World Record holder Adam Peaty, Ross 
Murdoch and James Wilby who have represented GB at the Olympics.  

SWIMMING 

I write at a time when—for obvious reasons—there has 
not been a lot of activity on the sports field. 
The Rugby 7s season was cut short which meant there 
was no opportunity for the U13, U16 and U18 to finish 
off the season. The U15s battled admirably in torrential 
rain to play two matches in the Kent 7s. The B team, a 
last minute addition due to other schools dropping out, 
stuck at it against some very strong opposition. The A 
team, after a very poor start in their first match against 
Sevenoaks, turned it around against Skinners, winning 19
-12 with a performance of the season from Josh Kemp 
(10H). Unfortunately due to never-before-seen rain at 
the event the tournament was cancelled after the first 
two rounds of matches. This was a shame as the A team 
had a genuine opportunity to progress from their group. 
Special mention must go to the U14 squad who 
reached the Quarter-Final of their Kent Cup, losing to 
Langley Park in the last play of the match. It was a cruel 
way to end the tournament, one which the squad played 
some of the best rugby of all the teams in the tourna-
ment.  
The entire squad has really worked hard this season and 
they really demonstrated how Rugby 7s should be 
played. I am really looking forward to seeing how they 
go next season. 

We now wait to see if we will be able to play any cricket 
this season and it has been great to see so many stu-
dents from Year 8 - 13 working in the winter net sessions 
and the start of the Year 7 House cricket competition. 
In these uncertain times of restricted opportunities to be 
active, it is important that we all make sure we take eve-
ry opportunity to maintain our health and fitness. There 
are many online tools to help you be active both in the 
house and outside. The following link should take you to 
a few ideas from the PE Department to help you stay 
active at home. It also includes NHS activity recommen-
dations for our students and a link to a popular You Tube 
channel with even more ideas.   
 
https://docs.google.com/presentation/
d/1rh5FlWWRk9_DfXSLeKYQ_IyV_e4g_rzKxBiGcW3eHrY
/edit?usp=sharing 
 
I wish you all the best in these uncertain times and hope 
to see you all again soon. 
 
Stay safe, get active, be healthy!!! 
 
SAB 

GGS SPORTS 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rh5FlWWRk9_DfXSLeKYQ_IyV_e4g_rzKxBiGcW3eHrY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rh5FlWWRk9_DfXSLeKYQ_IyV_e4g_rzKxBiGcW3eHrY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rh5FlWWRk9_DfXSLeKYQ_IyV_e4g_rzKxBiGcW3eHrY/edit?usp=sharing
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ARCHERY 

How did you get into it? 
I first tried archery at cubs as one of the activities they do at 
Hopehill. My Dad had also joined the local archery club and 
suggested I came along as I had really enjoyed shooting with 
the cubs.  
What did you like about it?  
I like archery as it makes you focus and concentrate in order to 
shoot well. It is different from other sports such as football as 
there is less running around, but it doesn't mean that it is 
easy. Some shoots can last all day, and shooting the bow can 
be similar to weight lifting. 
How does it work? 
Archery is a target based sport, with the highest points being 
scored by shooting your arrows nearest the centre of the tar-
get. Archery is shot in rounds, with each being given a name to 
identify the number of arrows to be shot and the distance (or 
distances) the target will be at. At the Olympics, for example, 
archers shoot at a target at 70m which is 122cm wide, the 
centre or “10 ring” is just 12.2 cm wide. This would look like a 
dot on a drawing pin from 70m! 
There are Metric and Imperial rounds, which are shot at me-
tres or yards, and are shot with different numbers of arrows. 
We normally shoot National rounds outdoors on a Saturday, 
which are six dozen arrows (four dozen at one distance, 2 doz-
en at a shorter distance). I shoot a round called a Short Nation-
al, which is shot at 50 yards and 40 yards. In the winter we 
shoot a shorter round called a Frostbite (because it’s cold) and 
this is just three dozen arrows at 30m - but its still hard, as this 
round uses a smaller target - just 80cm across. 
We also shoot indoors during the winter and these rounds are 
five dozen arrows at 20 yards, 18 or 25 metres and use smaller 
target faces. 
There are a range of different bows you can use from tradi-

tional wooden 
6ft longbows to 
modern com-
pound bows as 
well as the ones 
seen at the 
Olympics. These 
are called re-

curve (or Olym-
pic Recurve). 
What is the tradition of Archery in the UK - is it an Olympic 
sport? 
Archery dates back to about 2690BC and was originally used 
for hunting. It was then used in warfare, a famous battle being 
against the French at Agincourt in 1415. Archery is now a lei-
sure sport and an Olympic sport, while still being used for 
hunting in some cases. There are also several different types 
of archery. I shoot Target archery, but there are also others, 
namely Field or Clout. Field archery has targets set at different 
unmarked distances around a course, usually in woods. The 
targets are a combination of square target or 3D animals. In 
Clout archery, you shoot at a flag in the ground at a set dis-
tance, and the idea is to get as close to the flag as possible - 
hitting it is best…! 
 

What is a Shrimp Shoot? 
Gravesend Archers used to shoot at Meopham School, but in 
the summer of 2019 moved to our school field. The club hosts 
several shoots (or competitions) during the year where arch-
ers from different clubs come to compete. One such competi-
tion is called the Shrimp Shoot and is held at Longfield Acade-
my in February. Competitions often have names that mean 
something, for example the Shrimp Shoot is a reference to the 
fact that Gravesend used to be a shrimping town. Another 
shoot they hold in the summer is the Pocahontas Shoot - and 
we all know who that is named after… This was held on the 
school field last August. I also found out that one of my dad’s 
friends used to do archery at our school as part of the PE les-
sons, and was taught by Mr Chalice then. Maybe we could 
bring this back in some form? 
What does the scor-
ing mean? 
The aim of archery is 
to score as highly as 
possible, with the 
centre of the target 
worth either 9 or 10 
points, depending 
whether it is an imperial or metric round. 
What equipment do you have? How would you start if you did 
not have your own bow …  
I have a recurve bow and usually shoot up to 50 yards, as this 
is the distance I currently need to shoot for my age group. I 
have aluminium arrows, but you can also get carbon alloy or 
full carbon arrows. These are lighter in weight and better for 
shooting longer distances. 
If you wanted to take up archery, you would need to attend a 
beginners course, where you would be taught the basics of 
safety and equipment and how to shoot. My club is holding a 
course in April if anyone is interested and they are based at 
Gravesend Grammar School and meet on a Saturday after-
noon. [Obviously written before Covid-19 pandemic—please 
contact the Club directly for further information. Ed] 
Once you have completed the course, the club usually lets you 
borrow their beginners bows until you are ready to buy your 
own. They will help you to choose the right equipment as each 
bow is set up for your specific measurements, so it is basically 
custom fitted to the archer. There are several shops to buy 
equipment from, the closest is in Wrotham, but I went to one 
in Loughborough to get my current bow - this is just outside 
Nottingham, which has links to archery, a Mr R Hood! 

Why would you recommend it?  
I would recommend archery as I find it 
a fun way to relax and I also enjoy the 
competitive side of the sport. This can 
be competing for myself, representing 
the club in league matches across 
Kent, or just trying to beat my own 
scores. 
 
Harry Green 10D 
https://www.gravesend-archers.co.uk 

       Longbow                   Recurve bow     Compound bow 
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TERM DATES FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2019—2020 
TERM 1:  Starts: Tuesday, 3rd September 2019 
   Finishes: Friday, 18th October 2019   
TERM 2:  Starts: Monday, 4th November 2019 
   Finishes: Friday, 20th December 2019 
TERM 3:  Starts: Monday, 6th January 2020 
   Finishes: Friday, 14th February 2020 
TERM 4:  Starts: Monday, 24th February 2020 
   Finishes: Friday, 3rd April 2020 
TERM 5:  Starts: Monday, 20th April 2020  
   (Bank Holiday— FRIDAY, 8th May) 
   Finishes: Friday, 22nd May 2020 
TERM 6:  Starts: Monday, 1st June 2020 
   Finishes: Tuesday, 21st July 2020 
Summer Holiday: Starts Wednesday, 22nd July 2020—Finishes Monday, 31st August 2020 

FRIDAY, 3RD APRIL      END OF TERM 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Due to Coronavirus Covid-19 all scheduled school events, visits and trips are 
cancelled for the Term 5.  Please refer to the School website for further in-

formation. 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

TERM DATES FOR 2019—2020 ARE ALSO 

AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE: www.gravesendgrammar.com 

250 CLUB 
Prizewinners for February 2020 are: 
1st prize - number 239 - £205.56, member since 2019 - no 
previous wins 
2nd prize - number 137, £112.13, member since pre 2005 
3rd prize - number 38, £56.06, member since pre 2005 
The 1st prize winner this month has very generously given half 

of their winnings back to the GGS250 Club so the amount to 
the school is £473.75. 
Thank you to all of you for your continued support. 
 
Barbara Dumaisnil 
250 Club Coordinator  

MATHS CHALLENGE SOLUTION 

The answers were 2808, 431, 

479001600 to give 1000000 


