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YOU MUST CUT DOWN THE MIGHTIEST TREE IN THE FOREST WITH…..A HERRING*
This term started with trial examinations at GCSE and Alevel. This is a chance for students to experience a full
range of examinations and teachers can assess gaps in
knowledge and advise on next steps. The next two terms
for Year 11 and 13 are perhaps the most important in
their school lives and will influence their onward journey. It is really important that students focus on their
studies and for some this may mean sacrificing some of
their additional time to revise and prepare.
We are ploughing full steam ahead with our joint building project with the Local Authority. We are still on
course to deliver a new sixth form block and canteen on
the site for September 2021 and both buildings, we
hope, will be welcome additions to our accommodation.
As well as
new buildings, we are
undergoing
a period of
refurbishPictured with his wife, Rita,
ment on the
Peter Sanderson at the openold part of
ing of the Sanderson Sports
Centrethat
in 2009
the building
includes a completely new roof and
replacement windows for the 1st floor and the drama
studio,
carpeting and decoration. This work
will go some way
to transforming
what is an ageing
building.
Over half term,
80 students will
be visiting either
the Azores with Geography and Berlin with History. Trips
and visits are really important to the students in creating
global explorers that have a wider understanding of the
world.
Monty Python's Spamalot was performed to the largest
audience we have seen at GGS for some time with both
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Friday and Saturday performances
sold out. Whether
this was the draw
of the Pythons or
the trial of the new
online ticket box
office remains to
The cast and crew of Spamalot
be seen but it certainly created a
fantastic atmosphere for our young actors. The audience
were suitably entertained by this irreverent parody of
the Arthurian legend.
This week sees the last of the rugby fixtures this season.
It has been a pleasure for me to help coach the Under
15s rugby squad and see them grow and develop. From
afar, I have also seen an increase in playing numbers
across the school and improved performances. I am
looking at appointing additional staff to the PE department and I hope that this positive journey will continue.
We continue to support the children of Whitehill in their
wider curriculum. It has been a pleasure to see some of
my former students in the Science labs at GGS learning
some difficult concepts that are not readily available in a
primary school. I love the awe and wonder of a student
lighting a Bunsen Burner for the first
time.
Footnote. Pie....the boys want pie!!
On a number of occasions this year, I
have had to admonish students running inside the school building to the
school canteen. Recently I have worked out that Tuesday
has been the biggest problem. After some investigation
it has become clear that the fear of the school running
out of pie has facilitated this burst of forward motion! As
a consequence we have ordered more pie in the hope
that we can curb the students' enthusiasm for running
for the crusted dish!

MDM
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HEAD STUDENT’S REPORT
The school year is at its halfway point, which has meant trial
exams for Years 11 and 13. These exams will give students a
solid platform to make a start on their revision for GCSEs and
A levels, regardless of what grades they achieved. Students
may surprise themselves with how much progress they can
make from now until the exam season starts as long as they
maintain their positive mindset.
Having worked closely with Mr Rapley and Mrs Shutt, I have
been privileged to be able to hand out even more merit certificates to Years 7 and 8. Students can be rewarded with merit
points by teachers for good behaviour, being role models to
their peers and going the extra mile both inside and outside of
the classroom. Students will receive a certificate when they
get 25 and then 50 points. A special mention must go to Kieran
Gent in 7S and Szymon Bilkiewicz in 8T who have earnt the

most merit points in Years 7 and 8.
Congratulations to the 1st XV rugby team who put on a great
display under the lights against Kings’ Rochester in the ‘Clash’.
Many thanks for everyone who came down to support; after
speaking with some of the players they said it gave them that
little bit extra to win 13-7. Well done to Harvey Dean, Josh
Barnes, Toby Emery, and Josh Harris who put in a great performance for the jersey, despite only being in Year 11!
It’s great to see that our students are continuing their substantial efforts through the middle part of the year which should
make the run into summer very successful.
Lukey Hunt
Head Student

SCIENCE DEPARTMENT GRANT
Gravesend Grammar Science Department has been awarded a
generous grant of £49,500 by the Wolfson Foundation. The
grant will be entirely used to buy new science equipment. The
Department has already started buying new equipment which
among many other modern and state of the art science tools
include an FT-IR spectrometer, seven Visible Spectrophotometer and 44 Chromebooks. The Science Department plans to
incorporate the acquired equipment into daily lessons to further improve the quality of teaching and practical work.

We would like to extend our thanks
and gratitude to Wolfson Foundation
for awarding us this substantial grant
which will have a very positive and
long lasting impact on current and
future generation of students.
Dr Nikmal, Science Department

CAREERS NEWS
The focus at the start of this term was sending the last of the
applications to university and now many of our students have
received offers including some unconditional
ones. As the offers come in it is important to
weigh up the options carefully before making a
final ‘Firm’ and ‘Insurance’ choices. Make sure
that you go back to check course details, university facilities, graduate prospects and any other criteria that
are important to you, university is a great investment of time
and funds so it is vital that you get it right.
Also this term, we have been continuing with our programme
of workshops to support year 13 students who are applying
for apprenticeship opportunities. We had a successful interview preparation workshop led by two HR managers from Morrisons, which was very informative and gave our students the chance to test
out their interview technique. A number of students have been progressing through the varied
recruitments stages including online testing and
telephone interviews, so we wish them every success in securing one of these sought-after positions.
Years 10 and 11 will be heading out on work experience in July
and we are still seeking placements for some of our students.
If you are able to offer a placement for one week commencing
Gravesend Grammar School

6th July, please get in touch. We always endeavour to match
students with a placement
that relate to their interests so
that the experience is a positive one for both the student
and the employer.
It was good to see so many
Year 12 students and parents
attending the Higher Education and Apprenticeship Evening in
January. Our visiting speakers from Goldsmiths University and
The Education People gave a great overview of the key points
to consider when embarking on Post-18
choices. There will be more detailed sessions available at the Options Evening in
March and a further selection of speakers
from Higher Education and
the work place to guide you through the decision making process.
Mrs Jenny Douse
Head of Careers
(dousej@gravesendgrammar.com)
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MESSAGE FROM THE FINANCE OFFICE
At Gravesend Grammar School, we are encouraging people to use Parentpay, which is our preferred method of payment for
most trips/activities. So many of our parents already use this with great success; it is simple and safe to use from the comfort
of your home or on the go, and removes the need to involve your children! Payment can be made using credit or debit cards.
Please contact the Finance Office for your login details if you have not activated your account.

MATHS CHALLENGE
A mini-envelope looks like this:
The four flaps from each edge form half squares which neatly align apart from the middle section.
What is the area of this overlap?

Answer on back page

JACK THE RIPPER TOUR
On Tuesday 4th February 2020, a group The Trip Overall
of 47 boys entered the area known as
Whitechapel. The reason this trip was
organised was to experience and discover more about what happened with the
murders in the Victorian Era. The murders were all associated with Jack the
Ripper. We were met by our tour guide
who lead us to the first murder site.
The First Victim
Mary Ann Nichols. She was a prostitute who was trying to make
enough money to sleep in as what was known as a ‘Doss House’. This
was a very cheap lodging house for the homeless and for those selling
their bodies. She was led into an alleyway on the night of 30th August
1888 on Bucks Row, right next to a pub that is still open today. She
was then found by a man walking by and seeing the body. At first, he
thought it was a drunk prostitute, but when taking a closer look, noticed there was major cuts on the body. He decided to walk away as
he wanted nothing to do with it. He felt he was being followed and
looked behind him to be greeted by his acquaintance. He was shown
the body and luckily, there was a police officer nearby. The officer
blew his whistle as there were no radios then and within seconds a
herd of police officers were on the scene. In the morning, a doctor
was brought out and after a look at the body and a small inspection,
Mary Ann Nichols was declared ‘deceased’. She was said to have had
‘half a wine glass’ of blood meaning blood was taken from the body.
There were also multiple organs taken from the body and the cuts
were very precise
which actually meant
this
person
had
knowledge of human
anatomy.

The Second Victim
Annie Chapman. She
was making her money by selling her body
as well. She was
greeted by a man
who took her to Hanbury Street. She was then taken to the yard of
27, where the neighbour in 29 heard a loud ‘THUMP’ on the fence.
She ran out and looked over using her step and there she saw the
body laying on the fence. She ran to the nearest police officer and the
body was lying there, organs on the side. She was also declared
‘deceased’. This was also the first time that Jack the Ripper was partially seen. He apparently had a ‘shabby-genteel’ appearance. This
was on 8th September, 1888.
Gravesend Grammar School

These were the first two murders out
of five that were shown to us. We
were then shown around Whitechapel, and to no-one’s surprise, one of
the murders was actually next to
White Chapel.
The trip was very helpful as we could
actually clear our heads of questions
we had. We were also told of history
about the police such as the corruption and the two parts of London.
The City and Greater London itself.
Greater London was home to the
Metropolitan Police. So if there was a
crime in The Square Mile and the
whistle was blown, there were actually poles with a white stripe and red stars around it to signify that it
was The City and the Metropolitan police wouldn’t cross that
“border” and vice versa. The police wouldn’t even work together for
the cases. We also learnt that the murders were all next to schools.
There were also three suspects, but there was one that stood out the
most, going by the name of Montague John Druitt. He worked as a
teacher but what stood out was the fact his ancestors were wellknown surgeons and he actually used to help out with these types of
incisions. One of the three suspects was actually jailed and the other
placed in a mental asylum but Montague was found dead in the
Thames, with pockets laden with bricks and stones. This means that
what happened was either a suicide or a murder. The reason this
could have been a murder was because two killings were at a similar
time and meant two people could have been involved. This means
that the other person murdered Montague as he knew too much.
This could have been ruled simply as a suicide but there is always that
mystery. All the murders also stopped once these people were locked
up or murdered.
This was a very well rounded and very lively trip as despite the seriousness of the murders, we were able to ask sensible questions
which were answered with swift and reliable answers.
Overall, One of the best trips of Year 8 so far!
Joshua McIntosh 8T
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARDS
Term 3 Update – February 2020
DofE Ambassadors 2019-2020
Introducing this year’s DofE Ambassadors: Anthony Morgan
10S and Olly Fox de Klerk 12AS.
Essentially, they are the School’s DofE representatives who
have been selected to support and enhance the delivery of
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. They are knowledgeable as to
how the DofE works, and have been tasked to promote the
DofE to the young people.
Anthony and Olly recently attended a DofE Ambassador training day in Gillingham, to prepare them for the year ahead. It is
envisaged that they will take ownership of the Ambassador
role and specialise in aspects that they excel at. Whether it is
helping adult volunteers such as Mr Newman, Mr Standen and
Mr Townsend with the running of the weekly Bronze DofE
sessions, supporting those DofE participants who may need a
hand with recording their activities on eDofE, they will be
more than happy to help.
Students and staff will be able to spot them wearing the ‘DofE
Ambassador’ badge around school. And yes, they have got the
t-shirt to prove it!
I wish to take this opportunity to thank Harvey Emery 13KKP
for his work as last year’s inaugural DofE Ambassador for the
School.

Gold DofE Training Weekend No 1
Over the weekend of 25-26 January, 11 Year 12 Gold DofE participants took part in first of two Gold DofE training weekends.
This is in addition to the five weekly training sessions that they
attended on map reading, compass bearings, grid references,
contour lines and weather/climate.
The Saturday involved walking up and down the North Downs
near Maidstone (with some navigation involved, not just aiming randomly at the hills!), and the Sunday involved upskilling
on aspects such as Trangia cooking, pitching tents, menu planning, purpose work and planning an expedition. Some participants enjoyed the weekend, so much so that they had to leave
their footwear behind in the mud…!
Looking ahead, the Year 12 participants will be attending another training weekend in April, and this time it will be residential, ie camping overnight. After that, they will be attending
their Practice Expedition in the Peak District at the end of July.
Meanwhile, the Year 13 participants will also be attending the
April training weekend but for them, they will be planning
their Assessed Expedition in Dartmoor at the end of August.
KKP

Bronze DoE

I am currently taking part in the Duke of Edinburgh Award. So
far it has sparked my interest in air pistol shooting and has led
me into becoming a Young Leader for a Scouting group.
We are only just into the DofE activities but I have learnt so
much already. We have played Ultimate Frisbee to develop
our team work; we also learnt about grid references and about
how to set up Trangias.
Personally I have really enjoyed planning for and cooking pasta
in tomato sauce with chorizo. What I most enjoyed about this
Gravesend Grammar School

was trying to help Mr Standen with a day off school by letting
him taste-test our food: he was very brave! I also enjoyed
getting used to what we will be using to cook on and coming
together as a team and to preparing a very nice meal of simple
ingredients. We were one of the most successful teams and
one of the quickest. We were able to assess any flaws in our
experience and come up with a better recipe for next time
when we are will be on our practice expedition.
Leon Wilson Year 9S
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Bronze DoE
The Duke of Edinburgh Award is a great opportunity to try
something new and get to know fellow students. I am currently in Year 9 and doing my Bronze DofE. Already we have done
so much, we had a week where we got to know everyone and
have a bit of fun, this included playing a team sport, which to
be honest before DofE I never knew existed, Ultimate Frisbee.
On the second week, we got to start with orienteering and
learning great map skills for our expedition in the summer. In
the following weeks we got to know the infamous Trangia (a
portable stove), for our expedition. Then the fun bit came— we
were able to cook our own meals. My group chose the sensible
option, with a nice EDIBLE tomato pasta. There were however

some odd concoctions, for example hotdogs and rice.
It was a great time; everyone got something to eat and there
were some mishaps, but it turned out ok in the end. I love the
freedom we are given when planning and taking part in DofE
tasks. DofE is also a great thing to show future employers. I’m
really looking forward to the summer expedition, another
great opportunity to learn new skills.

DoE Cooking with Trangia
In D of E, students have been practising their cooking for their
expedition in June with the Trangia Cookers. Here they made
basic meals in groups of seven. They did this in the Parade
Square using the benches as preparation tables with the Trangia’s on the ground.

Each group had different meals, there were: Super Noodles,
Pasta with sauce and Pot Noodles.
The week before the students learned how the Trangia’s
worked and made plans as to what they were cooking and
who would buy what and what cutlery and cleaning products
they would bring. Charlie Titchmarsh 9F

Max Sullivan Year 9S

HISTORY IN ACTION CONFERENCE
The History trip to the Emmanuel Centre in London was extremely effective and useful. To get to the Emmanuel Centre,
we travelled by train, which was a quick, smooth way of travel.
The number of historians who spoke during the conference
was extremely useful as there were many accounts for the
period of history covered during the day, ranging from a historian’s account of the historiography covering the time period,
to an in-depth insight of the rise of Hitler and Nazi party. Perhaps the best thing about the day was that it brought everything together, with any potential confusion surrounding the
course being answered by the excellent historians throughout
the day. The fact that these historians asked if any of the pupils had any questions further removed any doubt from the
pupils surrounding the course. Another really helpful thing
about the day was how in depth the historians’ presentations
were: using lots of dates and figures to critically develop their

arguments. Possibly the best thing about the trip was Richard
J Evans’ speech on his ‘Third Reich’ trilogy. He is a brilliant
historian and very capable of articulating his points so the audience not only understand but learn as well, making the day
incredibly valuable for any students of history, no matter how
capable they are. Finally, I felt that due to the historians presenting their own arguments, my own essay writing skills have
improved since going on the trip, as I found it really valuable
to hear how historians choose which pieces of evidence they
use to support their points to come up with their final point.
As a result, the day was overall very useful for any A level student studying Germany during the early to mid twentieth century.
Joe Youells 13SSC

INTEGRATION PROJECT
Year 13 students,
together with a
number of Unaccompanied Asylum
Seeking
Children
from
the
local
Gravesend
area,
enjoyed their final
session of the year.
Having completed
football, table tennis
and, most recently,
Ultimate
Frisbee,
the young people
finished the year with a Christmas Celebration, playing party
games and generally making fools of themselves (dressing in
hats and gloves to try and cut chocolate, for example!).
Gravesend Grammar School

The response has been very positive from both GGS students
and those others participating, developing English skills and social skills.
Huge thanks to Chloe and Jess from
KCC (the Social Work Assistants), as
well as the continued support from
Ray Coker and the Naaz Coker Foundation.
We will be looking to continue the
project throughout this year and the current Year 13 students
will be looking for a group of keen Year 12s to take on this
responsibility and lead the project forward. If there is anyone
who is interested in taking part at this stage then please do
not hesitate to contact Mr Jesson
(jessonc@gravesendgrammar.com).
CJJ
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SPAMALOT
From the 5th - 8th February, we had one of the best GGS productions of all time, with more tickets sold than in the previous two shows combined and the Saturday Grand Finale being
the school’s first ever sold out show! The production of SPAMALOT had audiences crying with laughter and everyone who
came had a wonderful evening.
I played the character of Arthur in the show and I am going to
share some of my experiences.
Firstly, I would like to thank all of the hard work that the
teachers put into the show: they give up a lot of their time to
ensure that everyone involved has a professional and enjoyable experience.

The Saturday before the
show we had the ‘Get In’,
which is where all of the
technical aspects such as
sound and lighting are set
up. This was also when
the castle set was built on
the stage. The tech team
often don’t get much
recognition, but the show
could not happen without them! From microphones to flashing lights to moving scenery, all of it is controlled by the tech
crew - they work
incredibly hard.
On the Sunday before show week,
band, tech and cast
came together and
we started to run
the whole show
from start to finish.
This is an exciting
and pleasing time
The story of SPAMALOT started back in September with the as everything that people have worked on for months finally
auditions process. After three weeks of auditions, the cast comes together (even if it doesn’t always go to plan).
were selected and it was
Before we knew it, opening night was upon us, we all waited
time to start working on
nervously backstage. As soon as you step out under the blindthe show.
ing stage lights and start acting, you feel amazing. It feels unAs with all of the shows
real that you are actually performing in front of all of those
we do at GGS, the first
people! By the time we got
step is learning the songs
and dance routines. All of
the dances you see in a
show have incorporated
everyone’s ideas in some
way and from an actor’s
point of view it is very rewarding when part of a dance that
you choreographed is performed to an audience. One of the
dances in SPAMALOT had a tap dance break in it for the
Knights of the Round Table: we all got tap shoes and it was a to the last show on Saturgreat skill to learn. It is day, none of us wanted it to end. We were all incredibly proud
really not as easy as it of what we had achieved and it was sad that it had to end.
looks!
This show is something that I will never forget and I wouldenOn 2nd January we had courage other people to join drama or tech club or band in
a rehearsal at school— order to experience the thrill of a show!
which I think just shows
how dedicated every- Jordan Giannasi 10D
one was to the show—
as we came in during
our Christmas break!
As the show drew nearer, we all became focused on learning our
lines and making the comedy on stage good. One of my favourite scenes in the show was the Frenchie scene: we had
people doing French accents in berets, waving baguettes
around and dressed up in mime outfits—this scene also
proved to be an audience pleaser!
Gravesend Grammar School
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CAROL SERVICE

On 17th December 2019, we had our ever-popular Christmas
Carol Concert featuring the students of Year 7 and the School
choir. It was a night of joy and happiness but also a reminder
of the true meaning of Christmas, something that is often lost
in the festive period.
For many of the Year 7s it was a great experience being able to
perform songs in the Church, including the traditional Spanish
carol ‘Campana Sobre Campana’. It was also a night for the
school choir to show-off some of their talents and we expect
to see a lot more from the choir in the future! Besides all of

the usual carols, it was a special treat to sing ‘Immanuel’,
which is a carol written by two students in our 6th form.
In the morning before the Carol Concert, we had a rehearsal to
practise all of the
songs and the integration of the Year 7s
with the School choir.
This made sure that
everything
ran
smoothly during the
evening. We were
also lucky to have the
School
Recorder
Group and students
from
other
year
groups doing the readings. Overall, all that came had an enjoyable evening and I highly recommend that you come this year!
Jordan Giannasi 10D

ANTHONY NOLAN CHARITY

Patryk Krawczak 12JLL:
During a recent assembly, a talk was delivered by a representative of the Anthony Nolan Trust. Anthony Nolan Trust is a
UK charity that works in the areas of leukaemia and hematopoietic stem cell transplantation. Today the register has over
700,000 potential donors, and still needs more. Almost anyone between the age of 16 and 30 can be a donor, and it is
very, very easy to sign up. So, when we were offered the opportunity to become potential donors, I didn't think twice.
For more information: www.anthonynolan.org

Liam Burr 12 JLL:
Before the assembly, I had never put much thought into how I
could help another person, let alone save a complete
stranger’s life. However, after hearing about stem cell and
blood donation, I couldn’t believe how much of an impact
such a small act could have. The chances are less than one
percent that you are called up and your stem cells are used to
save someone’s life, so why wouldn’t you? I can’t see a reason
why people shouldn’t do this, with the benefits heavily outweighing the costs. I implore people to look into blood donation just to see how they can help others.

NEW ORGAN
We are extremely grateful to the PTA for their contribution of £2,000 for the purchase
of a more modern organ for the Hall. Our old organ had seen many years of service
and was definitely at the end of its useful life.

Gravesend Grammar School
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LEST WE FORGET
In this edition, we mark the sacrifice made by three more Old Gravesendians in the Second World War on the 75th anniversary
of their deaths.
ROGER LOVELL
Born on 28th June 1923, Roger Lovell
attended GGS between 1931 and
1940, having been a pupil at Woodville Prep. He was in Hill House. He
lived at 157 Darnley Road in Gravesend and his father was a solicitor.
Roger Lovell
was one of
the students
who
were
1932 Form IB
evacuated to
Beccles. He was a prefect between
1939 and 1940. After leaving school,
he worked at National Westminster
Bank. He joined the Parachute Regiment, 13th (South Lancs)—Prince of
Wales Volunteers and was deployed
to the 6th Airborne deployment to the
Ardennes in the Winter of 1944—
1945. He was killed on 5th January 1945 at the age of 21 during the Battle of the Bulge, He is buried at Hotton War Cemetery in Belgium.
EDWARD MICHAEL MYER
Edward Myer was born on 25th October
1920in Brentford and attended GGS between 1929—1937 and was a member of
Town House. He had previously attended
Clarence Place School. The family lived in
Gravesend High Street at No 77 and ran a
pawnshop. He played in the 1st XV Rugby
team. He became a tailoring apprentice
on leaving school and married Phoebe
Phyllis Diamond in 1941. Sadly, he never
knew his daughter as he was killed before
she was born. He was a member of the
Royal Air force Volunteer as a Flight Ser-

geant— 432 Squadron where he was a wireless operator. He
was reported missing, presumed dead, from a raid over Magdeburg; although three of the crew survived and were POWs.
He died on 22nd January 1944 at 24 and is buried in the Berlin 1939—1945 War Cemetery, Germany.
MAURICE THOMPSON SIMPSON
Born on 9th June 1921 in Durham to
John and Mary Simpson, Maurice
joined GGS in 1937 and left in 1939.
He was in Hill House. As well as being
a Prefect, he played Rugby for the 1st
XV and Cricket for the 1st XI. He lived
at 25 Devonshire Road, Gravesend.
He joined the
Royal
Air
Force VolunRe1st XI Cricket 1937 teer
serves—99
Squadron—as a Flight Lieutenant and
died on 21st January 1945, aged 23.
In February 1942 the squadron was
posted to India, operating at first
Wellingtons and later Consolidated
Liberators. During this period, the
squadron included a significant number of Royal Australian Air Force
(RAAF) aircrew personnel, attached
to it under the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan.
Flying the Consolidated Liberator—a
four engine bomber from Jessore, Bengal, Simpson took part
in night bombing raids on the Japanese in Burma.
His aircraft collided with another aircraft from the Squadron
due to bad light: both were fully laden with bombs. He is buried in the Maynamati War Cemetery in Bangladesh.

CCF—ROBERT PALMER VC, DFC & BAR
The Combined Cadet Force proudly
represented Gravesend Grammar
School at a Service of Remembrance
marking the 75th Anniversary of his
death for Squadron Leader Robert
Palmer, a former student of the
School who was awarded the Victoria
Cross for his brave actions on 23rd
December 1944 in the second World
War.
The CCF cadets carried the School
flag into St Peter & St Paul, Miltonnext-Gravesend Church and also gave
a Reading during the service .
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A RIDDLE, WRAPPED IN A MYSTERY, INSIDE AN ENIGMA

(Winston Churchill 1939)

CIPHER CHALLENGE
At the start of October, Mrs
Randhawa introduced us to
a codebreaking competition
called The National Cipher
Challenge. The National Cipher Challenge is an annual
event run by the University
of Southampton to introduce young people to codebreaking and algorithmic
thinking. We were immediately intrigued by the challenge as well as the potential prizes at the end.
With the majority of participants across the school doing both Computing and Maths, the competition is an excellent opportunity for those who are less adventurous to develop their skills. If you can sit down and work on a problem for
hours, this is for you.
It started simply enough with basic Caesar Ciphers (letters
moving places in the alphabet) but soon became more complex with many of the original teams having to drop out. Undeterred by this, we kept going, solving each new challenge as
it was thrown at us.
Each cracked cipher told the story of Harry and Meg on their
mission to discover what was causing mysterious mishaps in
the Apollo Space missions while the Soviets were constantly
engaging in suspicious activity, but not everything was as it
seemed.

After about five weeks of challenges, it became a routine for
the remaining teams to see what challenge awaited us immediately as school finished on a Thursday. Every team then
raced to get their solutions up before the first points deadline
at 11pm on Friday night. Once we reached the final few
rounds, each and every team spent many long nights trying to
finalise the perfect program to crack the cipher. For the very
last cipher, there were just four teams remaining: the King
Kong Koders, The Raspberry Pi, Bluecarpet, and the GGS
Maths Prefects.
This seemingly impossible four week task was accomplished
by just one of our teams: Bluecarpet. They worked excellently
throughout the challenge and were always one of the first to
submit their solutions. Sadly though, they weren’t as quick as
other codebreakers across the country and didn’t get any of
the cash prizes but they still have the title of GGS Champion
Codebreakers 2019.
The challenge is due to return this October, bringing another
three months of weekly codebreaking and we are all looking
forward to participating again and hope to make it even further next year. We would also encourage anyone with an interest in either maths or coding - even if you don’t do it in
your lessons - to take part, you can learn all these skills along
the way, or you can team up with a friend and just do the
maths parts (there’s plenty of it!).
The entire challenge was excellent fun and extremely rewarding when you finally find the right algorithm to turn something
like this: ZHOWX UVPDN OTQIB QLH into this: One Small Step
For Man. We hope to see you participating next year and trying to win the title of GGS Champion Codebreakers 2020.
George Walker 12AS and Luke Boniface 12JLL

BLETCHLEY PARK
There are certain subjects which have their very own prestigious awards.
Physics has had the Nobel Prize since
1901. Mathematics has had the Fields Medal every four years
since 1936. Computer Science is a very young subject but its
impact on lifestyles here in the UK is enormous. As such, it
has its own prize, namely the Turing Award, first conferred in
1966.
Alan M Turing has had films and documentaries made about
him. There have been books and articles aplenty. His name is
synonymous with Bletchley Park and students (and staff!) over
the past few years have been asking for a visit to take
place. This was the inaugural trip.
All 36 6th Form Computer Science students were ready for
departure at 08:15 from Milton Road. The journey would include both the M25 and M1, so we were hoping for a clear
path as we had to arrive by 10:30. Fortunately, despite some
roadworks, we made it on time. Once we disembarked, we
went straight to our first session on breaking the Lorenz cipher. Our guide for this was a gentleman named Andrew. There is a certain amount of history that helps, so Andrew briefly explained how the Enigma machine worked. Historically, there were a great many produced by the Nazi reGravesend Grammar School

gime, but only 1% of these
survive. Far fewer exist in
working order, but in this
room we had a working
example, it having been
used for filming The Imitation Game.
The number of possible
settings made this a fiendishly
difficult
system
to
crack—
103,345,660,891,587,134,000,000! The Lorenz cipher machines were very rare, used by the Nazi High Command and it
is this cipher that Andrew was going to take us through. The
initial concept started easily enough, but the two way table for
looking up the encrypted message using the plain text and key
soon had the Year 12 and 13s engaged. (This built nicely upon
their prior learning from their A-level studies to date.) The
practise allowed the students to discover something about the
cipher text combinations and plain text combinations which is
what helped to crack the code. From this, we were given an
incomplete set of encrypted messages and using this
knowledge, attempted to break it. Difficult, but engaging!
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BLETCHLEY PARK continued...
After our lunch break, we had the time to explore the
site. There is a LOT to see, read and learn about at Bletchley
Park. There are many "huts" and these housed some fantastic
exhibits. In Block B, there is Stephen Kettle's slate statue of
Alan Turing, along side his personal belongings and a pardon
from the UK Government. In Hut 11A, there is a working replica of the Bombe machine. The Mansion house contains period pieces that
show what it was like, alongside a
room dedicated to Bill Tutte (who died
in 2002 aged 84), a mathematician and
code-breaker whose later work in
graph theory
has shaped the
internet and
search
engines. However, in the alWe were fortunate with the weather (and traffic for our reAlan Turing
lotted time of
turn leg!), so that we could fully enjoy the grandeur of Bletchjust under an hour, you only get to
ley Park, even on a chilly February day. The 6th form Computglimpse some pieces.
er Scientists were able to learn about the founding fathers of
Our final session had our tour guide
computing and code breaking. It is a great place to visit and
not just pointing at buildings and givlearn about computing and maths, whilst delving into the
Mike Tutte
ing them their names, but guiding us
WWII efforts. We even managed to get back in good time!
through the induction process for new recruits when they
joined Bletchley Park. This had different members of the VI AS
assuming new roles as Oxbridge graduates, engineers or sergeants. (One was even a spy, but he did not turn and help the Footnote—respect to the students who were spotted pracwar effort.) The Official Secrets Act, the role of listening sta- tising ballroom dancing (their Wednesday Enhancement activtions, Morse code, the movement of data, using intelligent ity) in the ballroom at Bletchley Park—sadly there is no photoguesses to help reduce the possible combinations and how the graphic evidence!
Allies were feeding misinformation back to the Nazis were all
shown in a new light.
The School has a number of FREE funded places for the National
Healthcare Weekend (see left). If parents/students are interested in
attending, please contact either Mrs McMahon, Mr Williamson or Mrs
Chatterjee for further information and to obtain the code.
mcmahonp@gravesendgrammar.com
williamsons@gravesendgrammar.com
chatterjees@gravesendgrammar.com

WANTED!
Every year at Gravesend Grammar School, we run a ‘Challenge of Management’
event over two days for our Year 12s. We hope to give them an idea and some
experience of working in teams and of the sort of activities they may encounter at
work/university selection days (group interview, in-tray exercise, building bridges
etc. plus some silly games).
We rely entirely on the goodwill of our facilitators who work with groups of about
10-12 students and guide them through the activities.
Our students respond really well to people who bring something a bit different
to the table and who can let them know how their skills will be used when they
leave education.
Would you be interested in coming in to school and helping during those 2 days
as a facilitator? It is on 8th and 9th July, roughly 08.15—16:00.

Please email Sally Ashton on ashtons@gravesendgrammar.com
Gravesend Grammar School
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SOCIETIES
Medical Society
A new year comes around, bringing in more opportunities to
learn and more things to get done; and the medical society
has been on it!
Our Year 13s that are now well on their way to completing the
hurdles of getting into medicine (some still having interviews
to attend), have been using their wisdom and experiences
through their journey to guide the other younger students
willing to pursue a career in medicine. Developing everyone’s
knowledge on interviews and personal statements, their invaluable insight will surely help.
We have been having discussions about everything, ranging
from applying for the medical entrance exams and personal
statements to interviews and choosing which universities to
apply to; trying our best to leave no stone unturned.
While all of this information is important, it is also vital to
know about the different range of professions within the NHS
since medicine is all about working as a 'multi disciplinary
team'. To fill
in any gaps
of
information on
the
Allied
Health professions
(AHPs), we
were very

fortunate to have Kimberly
Atkinson from an organisation
called 'I see the difference'.
Through her lively and interactive skills, she not only made
the session exceptionally informative, but also enjoyable.
She was also able to bring
forth the innovative prowess
of the society, asking us to try and fundraise for one of the
AHPs. It’s key not only for prospective medics, but for everyone to understand what alternative opportunities are available to them, something we hope to grow upon within our society.
We have further plans of making sure no one in year 12, willing to pursue medicine, is able to achieve all the criteria, as
most everybody knows medicine comes with many challenges,
and it is for us to ensure we work together to overcome them,
through confidence and preparation. We also look forward to
welcoming in more speakers in the remainder of the year to
ensure we have a good stance and basis of information moving forwards.
Mariam Fatima & Sam El-Henawy
Publicity Officer & Co - President

Engineering Society
As the final terms are approaching, the Engineering Society is
making the transition of passing it over from Year 13 to Year
12 for the second consecutive year. The structure has been re
-evaluated and changed completely to ensure success in the
next few years. This involves the allocation of a new Chairman

and a small committee to support them. New plans and ideas
have been discussed and will be integrated into the following
sessions.
Julius Sireikis 13AD

Politics Society
The Politics Society has been examining and discussing
the plethora of political events that have occurred during the school term.
From Boris and Brexit, to Trump’s impeachment trial
across the Atlantic, Politics Society has intuitively looked
through the state of UK, US, and European politics.
Brexit is done. Nearly four years since the 2016 referendum, the Government has taken the UK out of the EU.
The issue that has divided Britain for decades now appears to be behind us, and we seem to have returned to
regular (less exciting!) politics. The long-promised
‘Roaring Twenties’ are now upon us.
Politics Society has also been looking at the American
Presidential Election Primaries, where the Democrat and
Republican parties select their Presidential candidates.
Politics Society is hosting a Q&A with a 2019 General
Election candidate in the coming days, where we will
Gravesend Grammar School

discuss a multitude of political issues and matters.
We are now looking for a new cohort of Year 12 students
to join our society and share their passion for Politics;
and from summer onwards, take over the running of the
society.
Politics Society is held every Tuesday from 1:40 till 2:25
in room 201.
Next term, Politics Society will be continuing to examine
the ongoing US Presidential Primaries, and will be keenly
looking at Part 2 of the Brexit Saga, as the UK and European Union begin formal trade negotiations on the socalled “future relationship”.
From all of us at Politics Society
Brandon Lee, Kieran Everson and Cameron Wickenden
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CAMBRIDGE VISIT
The top 30 students in Year 12 were given
an opportunity to attend Queens' College
Cambridge. A day full of insight into not
only what it's like to study at Cambridge,
but university would bring as a whole. The
day started off by a drive, in which Mrs
Macmahon's ear drums must have been
ringing, with everyone optimistic for the
day that lay ahead. When we arrived at
Queens’ College we were met by Maria,
who would give us an in-depth talk into what
it means to apply to and study at Cambridge.
However, the detail was far greater than
what was expected and we were taught how
to refine our university choices and how to
succeed in personal statements and interview. The activity that came after was one
that allowed each of us to see Queens' College through the eyes of the student; stu-

dent showed us their rooms
and the buildings. To understand their day-to-day lives
gave us a better view of
whether or not Cambridge,
or Queens' College specifically was suited to us. Lunch
soon came and it allowed us
to relax and have a chat
about the University from
our own perspectives, with some subject specific literature
being given to us which let us know the hurdles that were
afoot if we desired a place at Queens', but we were relaxed by
a PhD student’s view on the university and showed us no
matter who you are there's a chance to study there.
Overall, it was an unmissable opportunity that provided great
insight into the journey to, and the journey through university.
Sam El-Henawy 12SC

PSYCHOLOGY AND CRIMINOLOGY LECTURE
At the end of January, I went to a
psychology and criminology lecture at the Emmanuel Centre with
other members of the Psychology
department and some members of
Law Society . There were numerous speakers which are ‘big
names’ in Psychology studies such
as David Wilson, Scottish professor
of criminology and former prison
governor, Jackie Milton, retired
senior police officer and exconvict, Noel "Razor" Smith (see

Connie Baillie 12JLW writes:
The criminology conference really created a wider outlook upon the hidden world of crime and the aspects around it including prison life, the mind of a murderer and how to detect a liar.
It really opened my eyes to considering a career within the role
of criminology whilst linking it to psychology. At first, we were
quite apprehensive about what to expect from this talk: however looking back on it, I can confidently say that it was truly
worth it. The most enticing part of the conference was getting

Gravesend Grammar School

and many more. The highlight of my day was hearing Mr Smith's journey to rehabilitation, what led him to being
a criminal and furthermore life in prison and as a criminal.I
also found deep interest Jackie Milton's life as a senior police
officer in the 70s and I was inspired how she stuck by her morals and stayed true to herself even after being discriminated
against for being gay and a female in the police force. After
the conference, I have a clearer picture of what I want to
study within Psychology and has also developed a deeper interest in subject.
picture left)

Eliana Ikpasa 12 RMH

the chance to talk to ex-convict Noel ‘Razor’ Smith. He opened
up about the true reality of prisons and casually admitted to
stabbing a fellow prisoner in the eye with a pen, then consequently ripping it out to then have the eyeball on the end of it!
To discover he had committed over 200 armed robberies and
was sentenced to eight life sentences was incredibly fascinating. This experience was so interesting and the fact that I
was sitting opposite a criminal and getting the chance to ask
him personal questions was such an incredible experience.
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GGS SPORTS
ATHLETICS
On Thursday 23rd January a team of Year 7 and Year 8 students took part in the District Sports Hall Athletics competition. First placed Schools would qualify to represent
Gravesham in the Kent Schools Games at Medway Park.

Harrison Dean (8H) writes:
Harry Lewis, Harrison Dean, Ashraf Olusupo, Samuel Bober
and Harry Adesaogun of Year 8 attended an indoor athletics competition on Thursday 23rd January at Cobham Hall
School with other local schools. We competed in field events
Riley Davies (7S) said: “I was lucky enough to be selected to including speed bounce, standing long jump, high jump, triple
represent the school in the Year 7 team at Cobham Hall. There
was a range of events (relays, speed bounce, standing long
jump to name a few) to take part in, which I really enjoyed.”.
Mr Burton said: notable performances from the Year 7 team
came from Ellis Bance (7F) in the four lap race and the obstacle race team, who finished 2nd. Our Year 8 team had a little
more success with six 1st placed finishes.
The Year 8 dominance led to GGS winning the event and going
through to the Kent Schools Games Finals. Well done to Ashraf Olasupo, Harry Adesaogun (both 8D), Sam Bober (8C), Harrison Dean (8H) and Harry Lewis (8F). Unfortunately the Year 7
team did not manage to qualify.
Riley said: “We all put in some outstanding effort, which is to
me what matters. Thanks to Mr Burton and Mr Townsend
who gave us all the chance to give a shot at this event which jump and chest push. We excelled in the track events, and we
was really good fun. Overall I really enjoyed this competition came first in the overall competition, putting us into the next
and I am very grateful to be given the opportunity to compete round where we will represent Gravesham. Congratulations to
in it.”.
all of the athletes involved.

INDOOR ATHLETICS
County Silver Medalists
On 5th February, Kent School Games hosted an athletics competition and each school represented their Borough. After
getting through the heats and trials, Gravesend Grammar
Schooll teamed up with St John’s and St George’s to represent
Gravesham.
There were 60 races in total and five different field events.
The field events were: standing long jump, standing triple
jump, high jump, speed bounce and shot put. There were
many different races that we were involved in. Our team was:
Ashraf Olasupo, Harry Adesaogun, Harrison Dean, Kaobi Efobi

CRICKET
Cricket training will continue in Term 3 and 4 for Year 8 and
above. In addition to this, a Year 7 House ‘kwik cricket’ competition starts after half term, more details to follow. We have a
full schedule of games in Terms 5 and 6 which will be every
Gravesend Grammar School

and Sam Bober. After all the events were completed, we sat
down and the event organiser told us the results. They announced all the Boroughs from 14th to 1st and after a hard
day we came second place! We had our picture taken with
our medals and then went back to the school. It was well deserved, and congratulations to everyone who came along
with us.
Sam Bober 8C

Saturday morning as well as some midweek cup games. So
stay posted for updates about training and please try and keep
Saturday mornings free. All fixtures are on the PE website fixture calendar. BPS
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BADMINTON
GGS win U14 Elite at the Kent Badminton Championships
Gravesend's under 14 squad of elite Badminton players
achieved huge success at the Kent Finals Tournament,
held at Gillingham's Medway Park Sports Centre. The
team of Rhys Gula 8C, Joel Raj 9H, Samuel Pannell 9S,
Vatsal Jain 9S and Luis Pollard 9s, won their group at the
tournament without the loss of the game. The Final was
a far closer contest against Rochester Maths which went
down to the final game of a 5 set tie with Rhys Gula and
Vatsal Jain holding their nerve and then finally steaming
clear in this final rubber. The squad fully deserve their
place in the South East Badminton Tournament where
they will represent Kent County at the end of February in
Reading. JLW

BASKETBALL
The basketball team has excelled this year and are in a strong
position to win the league. They currently have four wins and
one loss against NTC Academy who the team are plotting to
beat in their next fixture against them. Mr Fotheringham, the
coach of the team, has allowed us to develop our individual
skills and has put team strategies in place to create opportunities to score. Not only this but the players have been developing their own personal skills which is instrumental to the
team’s improvement. Emmanual Oladude and Julius Sirekis,
the only Year 13s of the team were key players to help the
team get wins early in the season; using their height and athleticism they were able to score many points as well as grab
rebounds. Other players have also stepped up such as Kofi
Amo-Ageyi used his height and strength, scoring 20 points

against The North School. As a Y10 Kofi has lots of potential. Players such as William Oleh and Erik Fuller have been
working on their playmaking and dribbling. Timothy
Olanrewaju has created many opportunities for the team to
attack on the break with his expert defense. Kwame OwareAgyeman has also been very helpful for the team as he develops his shooting as well as his playmaking. Alpha Sako has
been a great finisher at the rim and is constantly improving his
craft.
We have had a great start to the season and if we continue to
win we will definitely make the playoffs where we can then
endeavour to win the competition.
Erik Fuller 12SC

CHESS
The following is the confirmed and final list of 2020 champions
for each year group.
Year 7 : Owen Walton
Year 8 : Amar Ollek
Year 9 : Harry McCann
Year 10: Daniel Babarinde
Year 11: Judah Chike-Michael
Year 12: Nathan Lester-Smith
Year 13: Joshua Rolfe
Well done and many congratulations to the champions.
I would like to thank all the participants who really played

competitively and contributed to the fun and learning experience of the Chess Club.
Now that we have our year group
champions, the fight for the GGS
Grand Champion begins on Tuesday, 25th February after school at
15:30 in room 316.
Tuesday, 11th February saw the
warm up/friendly matches between champions.
Dr Nikmal

HOCKEY
Since the new surface has been laid at the pitch, more pupils
have been participating in the practice sessions on Monday
and Wednesday evenings. This has been in preparation for
the matches in Terms 3 & 4.
For KS4, there have been separate and combined games
against other schools. The results have not been as we would
have liked, but there has been an improvement with the competitive match play forcing the GGS players to improve their
speed of passing, intensity when chasing loose balls and tactical understanding. A new goal-keeper has started and has
proven himself willing to engage in difficult decisions, stopping
Gravesend Grammar School

shots on goals with good style. The recent games when Y9 &
Y10 have fielded separate teams showed areas to work upon,
but team spirit has not been one, with both teams remaining
positive.
The KS3 matches have been smaller half pitch games, but the
willingness of the GGS team to run, pass quickly, wanting the
ball and play with a clear game plan have resulted in exciting
matches.
Alongside the Monday (KS3) and Wednesday (KS4) sessions,
there is further coaching from Gravesham & Welcome Hockey
Club on Tuesday evenings from 7.30pm. AS & BPS
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KORFBALL
On 18th January, I represented Kent at the U17s Inter Area
Korfball tournament in Harrow, with the squad coming third.
We played some very fast paced matches against the other
counties.
I started playing korfball when I was 10 for Kingfisher Korfball
Club U11s: I’d never heard of it before and neither had any of
my family. A friend of mine was a member of the team and
asked if I would like to try it.
I progressed through the teams age groups
and currently play officially for the seniors
Kingfisher Spartans; however I also play for
Kingfisher Warriors and sometimes Kingfisher K-Kingfisher because there aren’t
enough of my age group to make an U17s
team. I really like playing with and against
the adults, the game is faster paced and
more exciting than when I was in the junior
age groups.
Sometimes in the seniors we play with the
shot clock. This allows 25 seconds for the korfball to be in the
attacking team’s possession. If the ball hits the korf the timer
resets, as it does if the defending team gain possession and
become the attacking team. If the timer runs, out possession is
given to the other side. In any game once a goal is scored possession goes to the other team. The shot clock makes the
game even faster paced.
I have been lucky enough to be selected for the England
Korfball Development Team this year and attend England
training once a month at various places including Croydon,
Norwich and Cambridge. I train once a week with Kingfisher in
Maidstone and once a fortnight with Kent in Malling.

which was invented by a Dutch school
teacher.
The court is split into two ends by a centre line with a ‘Korf’ post placed approximately 6.6m from the back line. Each
team has two females and two males in
each half but you can’t mark someone of
the opposite sex. The aim of the game is
to get the ball through the ‘Korf’, which is
a smallish, hard yellow tube and 3.5m
above the ground in seniors. Ends are swapped every two
goals to switch the attack and defence players.
Once you have possession of the ball, you can’t run and one
foot must not move from the floor otherwise it is classed as
“travelling” and the other team take possession of the ball. To
defend the ball, you must be within touching distance of the
player with your hand the side they have the ball defending
the ball and looking your opponent in the eyes
with your feet on the floor, but you mustn’t
touch them or its classed as contact. Penalties
can be awarded, a free pass where the players
on that side of the court line up and the person
who has been awarded the penalty has to pass
the ball to another player. They immediately
pass it back to them try to score a goal before
the opposing team rush forward and defend
the shot and a penalty where the awarded
player can take free shot at the korf undefended.
Teams can start at U9s and go up through the age groups,
U11s, U13s, U15s, U17s and U19s. There are also adult korfball
teams in 1st or 2nd league.
What is Korfball?
Korfball is a great sport and I would recommend anyone interKorfball is a mixed-gender, dynamic, controlled contact, team ested to give it a try.
sport that originates from The Netherlands and is played in
over 50 countries. It combines together aspects of netball, Ben Varnham 10D
handball and basketball to form a unique and inclusive game

RUGBY
The delayed Annual Floodlit Fixture between GGS and King's
Rochester was played on January 22nd at GRFC. After last
year's defeat to King's and defeat earlier in the season, the G's
went in as slight underdogs but confident that they could
avenge their loss with the support of the local crowd. In the
early exchanges, the G's came out firing with Henry Bowler,
Oscar Powell and
Thanu
Vithyakaran carrying and defending
the fringes with
intent. The half
back pairing of
Ollie Perkins and
Ben Hope worked
hard to gain field
position, and the
G's soon took the
Gravesend Grammar School

lead 3-0. As
the first half
went on, the
penalty
count started
flowing, particularly
against the
boys in red,
white
and
green, who
were penalised time and
again for being offside. Even so, the boys held firm and missed
another opportunity to stretch their lead with a slip by Perkins as he attempted a kick for points. Abdel El Khouli and
Owen Hinks led the lineout superbly, and the G's scrum started to dominate as the half time whistle blew.
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In the second half the G's started to get on top, with the Emery brothers, captain Harvey and Toby, getting to work at the
breakdown and with turnover ball, Ollie Fox de Klerk and Val
Crentsil found space out wide to counter attack. From an ensuing set piece scrum (now uncontested...), the ball was
worked to Harry Tasker who burst through the middle to put
Harvey Dean into the corner for a beautifully worked set piece
move, 8-0. More pressure from the boys created further opportunities for the hard working Josh Barnes, who looked dangerous all evening, and after hammering at the opposition line
Rugby - The New Year Series
With the turn of the decade, we have introduced a new competition at the end of our XVs season, with each age group
from U15's down competing against each other for the coveted 'New Year Series' trophy. Our block fixtures against Robert
Clack, Simon Langton, Woodlands and Coopers Coborn schools
have been extremely competitive, with each team U12-U15
picking up victories along the way. With the final game of the
season coming up this weekend, it is all to play for with three
sides all in with a chance of picking one up the inaugural New
Year Series title. The current standings are shown here: good
luck to all teams in their final fixtures.
Point System Win - 3pts; Draw - 2pts; Loss - 1pt
4 Tries in a game = Bonus Point
U12 average scores across all teams

through the monstrous work of Ed Bentley, Josh Harris and
Denis Piralic, left wing Crentsil burst clear to dot down for the
second try, 13-0. With the clock winding down and the G's
hammering away at the King's try line to put the final nail in
the coffin, the ball was moved from the ruck in touching distance of the tryline, only to be intercepted by the King's back
row who sprinted the length to dot down for a consolation
score, final score 13-7, and the spoils, richly deserved with
their performance, to the G's.
PJF

TEAM

PLAYED

TRIES

TRY DIFF

POINTS

U13

3

16

+12

12

U15

3

19

+11

12

U14

3

12

+7

9

U12

3

15

+5

6

PJF

U13 RUGBY
U13 rugby has been really positive this season. The squad has
grown in numbers and we have been able to put out A and B
teams on a consistent basis. The boys have developed over
the season and started to work on some of the game structure
employed in the school senior first team squad. In terms of
measuring progress it was made apparent when we played
Robert Clack for the second time. We lost by 35 points in early
November and played them again in January and won the
game convincingly. They utilised a press defence which we
had been working on in training and disrupted every attack
the large Robert Clack back line tried.
The boys have developed composure in games and keep their
heads under pressure. They are more positive when things are
not going well; this was evident when we played Woodlands.
We did not start well and instead of imploding the boys came
together and kept to the game plan to win and score 5 tries.
Tacking has improved and our physical game in defence is now
formidable with tackles that are harder and lower. In this area
there have been some stand out players who have been winning our ‘Iron Man’ trophies for commitment on the field of

play after the games, namely George Silk, Harrison Dean, Max
Ellis, Thomas Jackson and George Cranham.
Consistent winners of the overall ‘man of the match’ trophy
have gone to Sam Bobber for his work rate and evasion skills,
in one game scoring a hat trick in the space of 5 minutes. Henry Morris for being involved in everything on the field, Lewis
and Alex for their strong running in attack.
The team was were expertly captained by Harry Lewis whose
game knowledge is impressive and passion is evident in every
game we play.
Other stand out perforce in the B team games go to Isaac
Barden, Sam Aidoo and Freddie Turner who have also delivered in their positions in the A team games.
Towards the end of the season we have found new players
that have added some power to the team Dharuv Shama and
Cyrus Garnett and pace in terms of Antos Inak.
There are far too many boys to mention individually in this
report but we are proud of how far the whole team has come
and we are looking forward to the upcoming 7s tournaments.
SET

YEAR 9 RUGBY
The Year 9 Rugby season concluded last weekend. It has been
a long season with highs and lows, and lots of learning and
development from the whole squad. The boys have taken
some tough defeats in some very close matches. However,
after a tough match on a Saturday, all the boys would be trainGravesend Grammar School

ing the following Tuesday, ready to put things right and improve for the next game.
There have been a number of new players joining the squad
this year who have had a huge impact on the team and have
played a large part in the successes the team has had. The
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YEAR 9 RUGBY continued
team had good victories over Oakwood Park, Kings Rochester,
Simon Langton, as well as the performance of the season, winning 24-19 against a strong Robert Clack side.
The attitude and culture that has been built up within the
team has been excellent. It has been fantastic to see players
step up and become leaders, growing in confidence throughout the season. The development from the start of the season

to where they are now is clear to see, and will stand the team
in good stead for next season.
Next terms sees the squad look forward to the 7s season.
Training starts straight away for the Kent 7s tournament on
3rd March.
BPS

U15 RUGBY
It has been a pleasure to coach the U15 squad this year and it
has been fantastic to see them develop over the season.
35 students have represented the School on a Saturday and
the results on the whole have been very positive. We finish
the 15 a-side season with a record of 50%. This is a decent
return but a return that could be improved and should be. The
squad has a lot of talent but must now understand the hard
work and commitment that is required to take the next step.
Standout performances this season have come across the
squad but special mention must go to Mide Sodeki (10T) who
has led from the front, Ben Reeve (10D) who has developed
Name

into a solid ball carrier, Max Holyoake (10H) whose explosive
turn of pace and strength is a sight to behold, Caleb Rolfe
(10F) who has kicked consistently well and Isaac Tokura (10H)
who leads the way with 18 tries.
We now move into the 7s season and are looking forward to
the Kent Cup on Thursday 5th March. We have the makings of
a strong athletic 7s team.
I hope all the boys involved have enjoyed their rugby this year
and are looking forward to the next stage of their development, Senior Rugby!
SAB

Total

Tries

Con

Pen

Goodnews

Rolfe

Caleb

93

2

40

1

Awoyemi

Joel

10

2

Reeve

Ben

93

17

4

Tokura

Isaac

90

18

Sodeke
Fischer

Mide
Gabriel

55
45

11
9

Berry
Allen
Cain
Lartey

Luke
David
Joel
Nathaniel

6
5
5
5

1
1
1

Israel

10

2
3

Babrinde

Daniel

40

8

Oyedeji

Niyi

5

1

Holyoake

Max

35

7

Gates

Keaton

5

1

Kemp

Josh

20

4

Sadauskas

Daniel

5

1

SENIOR RUGBY
The XV-a-side rugby season ended last Saturday (8th Feb
2020) with the 1st XV and 2nd XV picking up two great wins
away at Coopers Coborn (1st XV 24-5; 2nd XV 43-0). I have
been absolutely delighted by the way in which all of our squad
have bought into the rugby programme this season and the
results match the enthusiasm in kind. There has been a huge
number of playing opportunities for the 1st XV, 2nd XV or
U16s this season and the 1st XV have won 11 fixtures, a great
return and sign of progression that everyone involved should
feel proud to be a part of. Most importantly of all, there have
been 34 players representing the 1st XV this season, and 60
players representing the school from inside the squad, which
is a massive achievement. Well done all, onwards and upwards!
1st XV WINS
Wilmington GS 16-6
Kent College 57-0
Beths 17-5
St Olaves 11-0
Ordizia 17-5
Nafarroa (France) 12-5

PJF
Gravesend Grammar School

Robert Clack 45-5
Rochester Maths 7-5
Simon Langton 20-0
King's Rochester (Floodlit) 13-7
Coopers Coborn 24-5

1ST XV PLAYER FAREWELL
Congratulations to our
Y13 1st XV players for
an outstanding contribution to school rugby
- we wish them all the
best for the future and
hope to hear about
your continued rugby
journeys after leaving
GGS. Onwards.
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SWIMMING
KENT SECONDARY SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS 2020
Following our success at the KSSA National Relay Championships in November, we were very much looking forward to this
competition.
The standard of competition at this event continues to be very
high and the swimmers all raised their game and produced
some very impressive swims. Two swimmers, Oliver and Daniel, are in the younger half of their age group and will still be
competing at this level next year which makes their performances all the more impressive. In addition, this was Oliver’s
first time swimming for the school team and he handled the
situation very well.

2:17.78. Our first gold medal for a few years!
Freestyle - Jack and Oliver - swam great races with nearly a 2
second and just over a 4 second PB respectively, Daniel came a very credible 8th and will still be competing in this age
group next year and David came 2nd to pick up his second
medal of the day.
Breaststroke - Oliver - swam another great race, just missing
out on a PB and Anthony - despite losing his goggles as he
dived in, carried on and came 3rd, giving us a medal tally of
four, one more than last year!
As we go to print, we are still waiting for final confirmation but
believe that the GGS team came 5th out of 44 schools in the
Boys’ event which is something we have never achieved before!
A big thank you to the parents for bringing the boys all the
way to Margate and for their support throughout.
The next event will be the Borough Championships in July at
Cygnets Pool, Northfleet. If anyone would like to put themselves forward for this (only those I haven’t previously contacted
please),
please
contact
me
–
westj@gravesendgrammar.com, and let me have details of
which club you swim for.
JW

Butterfly - Jack - nearly at 4 second PB, Anthony - swam a
massive PB, achieving 1:17.25 despite it not being one of his
favoured strokes and George - 5th, just missing out on a top 3
place.
Backstroke - Daniel - 5th with over a 1 second PB and Rishi 11th and just outside his PB and George took the bronze medal with a swim just outside his PB.
Individual Medley - Rishi - swam a great race in a new PB time
and David, having just finished representing the school in a
rugby match, won the Intermediate event in a time of
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Wednesday, 12th—Monday, 17th February
Friday, 14th—Tuesday, 18th February
FRIDAY, 14TH FEBRUARY
MONDAY, 24TH FEBRUARY
Thursday, 27th February
Wednesday, 26th— Thursday, 27th February
Saturday, 29th February
Tuesday, 3rd March
Thursday, 5th March
Thursday, 5th March—Saturday, 7th March
Monday, 9th March
Wednesday, 11th March

Tuesday, 17th March
Thursday, 19th March
Friday, 20th March
Saturday, 21stMarch
Tuesday, 24th March
Wednesday, 25th March
Thursday, 26th March
Tuesday, 31 March—Wednesday—1st April
Thursday, 2nd April
FRIDAY, 3RD APRIL
Saturday, 4th April—Sunday, 12th April
START OF TERM 5

Geography trip to the Azores
Berlin trip
END OF TERM 3
START OF TERM 4 (WEEK 1)
Year 10 Parents’ Consultation
CCF Collingwood
Rugby 7s
Year 8 Options Evening
U14 Rugby 7s at Dartford
U15 Rugby 7s at GGS
Geography Field trip—Flatford Mill
Year 8 Parents’ Consultation
Y12 Hustings
U18 Rugby 7s at GGS
Year 8 Options deadline
U16 Rugby 7s at Sutton Valence
U13 Rugby 7s at Eltham
Primary School Recorder Festival at GGS (19:00)
Duke of Edinburgh (Shorne Country Park)
UCAS Higher Education Exhibition Year 12
Year 7 Parents’ Consultation
Oxbridge Conference
Post 18 Options Evening 19:00—20:30
Year 8 CREX Showcase
Year 12 Parents’ Consultation
END OF TERM 4
Ski trip to Courmayeur
MONDAY, 20TH APRIL (WEEK 1)

250 CLUB
December 2019 winners:
1st prize - number 182 - £209.70, member since 2017 - no
previous wins
2nd prize - number 2 - £114.38, member since 2011 - 1 previous win
3rd prize - number 316 - £57.20, member since 2018 - no previous wins

Contribution to school - £381.28
Happy New Year to all of you - hope 2020 is a good year and
thank you for your support.
Barbara Dumaisnil
250 Club Coordinator

TERM DATES FOR 2019—2020 ARE ALSO

TERM DATES FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2019—2020
TERM 1:

Starts: Tuesday, 3rd September 2019
Finishes: Friday, 18th October 2019
TERM 2:
Starts: Monday, 4th November 2019
Finishes: Friday, 20th December 2019
TERM 3:
Starts: Monday, 6th January 2020
Finishes: Friday, 14th February 2020
MATHS CHALLENGE SOLUTION
TERM 4:
Starts: Monday, 24th February 2020
The area over the overlap is 0.5. See here for a
Finishes: Friday, 3rd April 2020
TERM 5:
Starts: Monday, 20th April 2020
Desmos construction of it:
(Bank Holiday— FRIDAY, 8th May)
www.desmos.com/calculator/uu9j5jtqqn
Finishes: Friday, 22nd May 2020
TERM 6:
Starts: Monday, 1st June 2020
Finishes: Tuesday, 21st July 2020
Summer Holiday: Starts Wednesday, 22nd July 2020—Finishes Monday, 31st August 2020
Gravesend Grammar School
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