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MAKING THE WHEELS ROUNDER!
It has been an absolute honour to lead this incredible
school over the past academic year. Whilst I have maintained that the school does not require transformation, I
believe that small developments in some areas will lead
to improvement. Over the course of the last year I have
been able to re-structure my leadership group into a
team that I believe has the capacity to make small but
significant gains. This year we have had a 'root and
branch' review of our curriculum and linked with a new
Ofsted framework, we will be undertaking an overhaul
to our taught curriculum for September 2020. For your
sons and daughters this means more breadth, depth,
challenge and independence.

being much simpler and mainly dominated by watching
the students playing cricket. How different it is now!
Taster days for Years 6, 10 and 11, Prize Giving, Curriculum Development Week, Sports Day, Summer Festival,
music concert, leavers’ assembly, graduation ball, and
Year 5 Open Evening have been dominating our time.
Whilst exhausting, it demonstrates the commitment that
our staff and students show to the school.

I will make special mention to the Sponsored Walk. A
fantastic event that provides challenge, teamwork and
camaraderie. This year with the help of technology and a
push from our new house leaders has meant that the
walk has raised double the amount of money that has
Behaviour in the school is generally very good; however ever been raised before. At the final count we raised
there are areas that I would like to develop. Break-time, nearly £14,000!
lunch time and punctuality (please note the new timings
for the school day on the next page) are areas of focus
for the next academic year as they present some challenges and I will be making you aware of some changes
Pictured with his wife, Rita,
toPeter
our procedures
believe will make a difference.
Sanderson atthat
the Iopening of the Sanderson Sports

It has been
wonderful
Centre
in 2009 to see the excitement of the Year
13 leavers who are clearly ready for the next step in their
lives, whether it be university, apprenticeship or work.
After seven years of hard work, they really do deserve
huge congratulations for everything that they have
achieved and we wish them the best of luck in their next
endeavours. I would like to take this opportunity to invite all former students of the school to join the Linkedin
Gravesend Grammar School Professional Network so
that you do not lose touch with the school.
Whilst we said goodbye to our Year 13s, we also gave a
very warm welcome to our new Year 7s. Teaching can be
a really tough profession but it is unique in that we get
this new genesis each year and the ability to start again
with a new group of enthusiastic students.

Mi
tch

We also say goodbye to three members of staff who will
be leaving us. I would like to thank Mr Bayliss-Brown, Mr
Gill and Mrs Lee-Grey for their contributions over the
years (see next page).
MDM

When I first started teaching I remember summer terms
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CHANGES TO THE TIMINGS OF THE SCHOOL DAY
Please note the following changes to the timings of the school day with effect from the beginning of the academic year 2019:
Monday to Thursday:
08.25 - 08.35 Registration (Yr 7-12)
08.40 - 09.40 Period 1
09.45 - 10.45 Period 2
10.45 - 11.05 Break
11.05 - 12.05 Period 3
12.10 - 13.10 Period 4
13.10 - 14.25 Lunch
14.25 - 15.25 Period 5

Friday
08.25—08.35 Registration (Years 7-12)
08.40—09.40 Period 1
09.45—10.45 Period 2
10.45—11.05 Break
11.05—12.05 Period 3
12.10—13.10 Period 4

From 2nd September 2019 there will be a small change to the timings of the school day. We propose to start five minutes
earlier at 08.25am (Monday to Friday) and finish 10 minutes later at 15.25pm on Monday to Thursday. Friday’s finish time will
remain the same at 13.10pm.
This additional time has been created to allow the students to come in and register with their tutors prior to their first lesson
and affects years 7-12 only, with year 13 starting the day on their first timetabled period. Details of the new timings are above.
It is hoped that this slight alteration will have a significant positive impact on the students and not cause too much disruption.

STAFF NEWS
Sadly we say goodbye to a number of staff this term—Mr Bayliss-Brown is taking a career break to pursue other interests,
Mr Gill is leaving to join another school and Mrs Lee-Grey is
moving to a position nearer home. Mr Walter has successfully
completed his training with us and leaves to teach locally. In
their places, we look forward to welcoming Mrs Klus and Mrs
Heerlall to the Maths Department, Mrs A Jones to the Drama Department and Mr Mitchell to the Music Department.
Mrs K Jones is returning to the Maths Department. Miss
Webb, who started with us last year on the Apprenticeship

Scheme, is remaining with us to provide Mr Fotheringham
with secretarial support.
Mrs Gorman will be beginning her maternity leave at the end
of term and Mrs Shutt has just returned from her maternity
leave to her position as Assistant Head of KS3.
We also look forward to welcoming our Schools Direct trainees Miss Saleh, Mrs Perumbadi and Miss Craig. Mr Haves and
Mr Mitchell are also starting their Schools Direct training with
us.

ASSISTANT HEADS OF SCHOOL
Alongside Mrs Shutt, who has been Assistant Head of KS3 since 2014, Mr Rees has been appointed Assistant Head of KS4 and
Dr Wilson Assistant Head of KS5 with effect from 1st September 2019.

Mrs Shutt,
Assistant Head of
KS3

Mr Rees, Assistant
Head of KS4

Dr Wilson, Assistant Head of KS5

PILLARS OF SUCCESS
This year of new beginnings has seen the emergence of the
GGS Pillars of success. Namely Respect, Friendship, Hardwork and Exploration. These are the character traits we
want to nurture in students at GGS. They have been used to
underpin our PSHE teaching and we ask students to reflect
on their character and what they have learnt or developed
each term.

of these pillars at KS3 and KS4 Prize Giving and subject departments have started to incorporate the character traits
into their subject by making them explicit thought their
teaching.
‘To prepare for the tests of life,
rather than just a life of tests!’

Next year we will continue to develop the delivery of the
GGS Pillars and will use them to help develop character in
students. So watch this space….
Prizes this year were given out to pupils for excelling in each
SET
“We are what we repeatedly do” Aristotle
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HEAD STUDENT’S REPORT
In Mr Moaby’s speech at the Middle School Prize Giving he spoke
about how one of his aims as Headteacher was to ‘make our wheels
rounder’, small margins of improvement can make huge differences.
This can be manifested by the four pillars; hard work, friendship,
respect and exploration. The most relevant of the four pillars for
Term 6 is exploration - Curriculum Development Week and the summer break exhibiting this the most.

13 will have left Gravesend behind them and started their monthlong expedition halfway across the world to sub-Saharan Africa. The
triennial ‘World Challenge’ expeditions have been running at the
school for the last decade; our students have visited developing areas
in South America, China and Africa before and I know that there will
be a plethora of life-changing memories and experiences created. I’m
extremely excited to be one of those students who is embarking on
this fantastic opportunity.

Curriculum Development Week saw almost all 180 Year 7 students
travel to East Sussex for the annual summer camp, where they completed challenging tasks and outdoor activities. For some of them, it
was their first time away from home so I’m confident they pushed
themselves outside their comfort zones and made some really good
memories, just like I did five years ago.

Also during Curriculum Development Week, KS4 Geographers have
expanded their horizons by going on a field trip to analyse, measure
and investigate the landscape of the source of the River Medway.
Although the results are essential to their Geography GCSEs (I found
this out the hard way!), I hope they had fun being outside the classroom and amongst nature.
Higher up the school, six other year 12 students and I, who make up
part of the new Engineering Society, visited Ford’s Engine Plant in
Dagenham to explore what life as an Engineer is really like on a day to
day basis. Not only was it great to be inside one of Europe’s biggest
manufacturing plants, but to meet, and learn from, the Engineers and
Operators who make up the backbone of our country’s economy was
a truly humbling experience - I’m sure it inspired our students in the
society to strive for careers in Engineering as much as it did for me
(oh, and if there are any willing parents or friends of GGS who are/
have been involved in Engineering, please contact us to share your
experiences!).

‘Work hard, play hard’ is an ethos I try to live by. So with all the hard
work done and dusted for the year, I wish our students and their
families a restful and safe summer holiday. Remember though, push
the boat out, explore, and see what the big wide world has to offer
over the next six weeks!

Lukey Hunt
Moreover, by the time you read this, 40 students in Years 11,12 and Head Student

PETER SANDERSON
Former Headteacher Peter Sanderson died in April of this year after
nearly ninety years of full, rich,
meaningful life. His life was remembered by his family, friends in
his community and grateful Old
Gravesendians in a Thanksgiving
Service in Rode, Somerset on 8th
July.
Having joined the school in 1953 he
progressed through the teaching
ranks to become Headmaster
in 1978, a post he held until his
early retirement in 1985. His work as a teacher of PE, sports
coach and English teacher clearly had a huge impact of generations of Gravesendians. Messages came from far and wide,
and across the generations, in tribute to his positive influences
on boys at the school.
A man with a deep Christian faith, his humanity and compassion were strong threads running through his life and the tributes to him. His sense of humour, too, an essential attribute
for teachers, was also fondly remembered and evidenced by
Gravesend Grammar School

his annual appearances in the famous Summer Review at
school.
Heads of Schools have an almost limitless capacity to upset
somebody and yet I have never heard anybody say anything
about Peter Sanderson that was not entirely positive. This
was well illustrated when, against the conventions of a County
Council who objected to individuals taking on the role where
they were already on the staff, he received the unanimous
support of colleagues at Gravesend who very much wanted
him to be their Headmaster. As a body, they recognised the
loyalty, compassion and wisdom of the man.
Having had the privilege to hear the tributes from old boys as
well as family and friends, I was reminded of the writing of R L
Stephenson “ ... man is a success who has lived well, laughed
often, and loved much; who has gained the respect of intelligent men and the love of children; who has filled his niche and
accomplished his task; who leaves the world better than he
found it….”
Geoff Wybar
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OUR PRIZE WINNERS IN
KEY STAGE 3 AND KEY STAGE 4 2019
KEY STAGE 3

KEY STAGE 4
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CAREERS NEWS
Building on the small group career guidance sessions last term,
this term we started to delivery of focus
group information for careers in Medicine,
Law, Engineering and Finance. These sessions
allow us to give more tailored guidance to
students who are considering careers in these
sectors and to highlight key information about
routes into various jobs and some of the labour market statistics to support this. There will be more focus groups on other
occupational areas taking place after the summer.
In Curriculum Development Week, the majority
of Year 10 attended a
visit to the University of
Sussex to get a taste of
university life. The day
included lectures on student life and applications
to university, a campus
tour and a Psychology

taster lecture to experience the more academic side of university life. The university provided student ambassadors to tour
the boys around the campus and were able to give a fantastic
insight into university life and to answer a variety of questions.
Following on from the university visit, the whole of Year 10
spent Friday, exploring higher education in more detail. We
were delighted to welcome former students of GGS to speak
to the students about their own experiences of university an
how that has influenced their career to date. The students
then had the opportunity to research how A level subject
choice can lead to difference courses at university and look in
detail at a range of university degrees and the destinations of
their graduates. Whatever path these boys are considering for
their future, taking the time to explore what Higher Education
has to offer will hopefully have given them greater insight and
support them in making good choices for Post-16.
Jenny Douse
Careers (dousej@gravesendgrammar.com)

SO—YOU WANT TO BE A DOCTOR...
Medical Society Trip—Cardiac Physiotherapy Department—Darent Valley Hospital
On Wednesday the
28th June, GGS Medical Society travelled to
Darent Valley Hospital
to visit the Cardiac
Physiology
Department and have a tour
of the heart centre. An
ex-student of the
school (Robert Sargent) works at the
hospital as the Senior Chief Cardiac Physiologist, Lead of Echocardiography. He is keen to promote this career to more
young people, as many students have not heard of this very
important role before.
We began our visit in the Education Centre with Robert explaining his academic past and his route into this role. Unlike
most of his colleagues, he was more interested in anatomy. Upon leaving school he studied for a degree in Sports
Sciences at University and then Healthcare Sciences, securing
a post as a trainee cardiac physiologist.
During the session in the Education Centre Robert explained to
us how the Sinoatrial node (SA node) interacts with the Atrioventricular node (AV node) which causes the heart to pump
the blood from the atria into the ventricles — explaining that
defects in the electrical pulses can affect the heartbeat. The
session was quite interactive, with a volunteer from the group
being attached to an ECG, showing us how cardiac physiologists obtain a basic ECG, the use of ultrasound to see the
chambers of the heart, but also the treatment of aortic valve
Gravesend Grammar School

stenosis.
We were handed
pace makers, stents,
shown how arteries
look when starting to
block
and
we
watched a couple of
short videos about
the work of the heart
department,
highlighting
the
importance of the role and how they work within a multidisciplinary team.
The final segment of our trip was a tour of the heart centre
and the Catheterisation laboratory (Cath lab) Having trips like
this is so beneficial to anyone considering a health related
career, as it develops our understanding of the multidisciplinary nature of medicine, but also highlights other health related professions that are not so well known.
For more information about less well known health professions, check out the notice boards outside Room 308.
Shamoon Ratter 12UH1
Editor’s Note—Shamoon has recently had a
paper published in the Medic Mentor Magazine—a copy of which is available in the Careers Office if you wish to read it.
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SPONSORED WALK
We were blessed, once again, with good weather for this
year’s Sponsored Walk following days of uncertain forecasts
about rain. Our sponsorship target this year, set by Mr Moaby, was ambitious. At the time of writing, the amount raised
is nearly £14,000. The donation ‘experience’ this year was
made easier by the ability to donate directly via the
‘Wonderful’ donation
website.

Kent Women’s Aid), a charity working towards a world
where domestic abuse is fully understood as unacceptable,
where all members of society feel safe in their own homes,
and are able to enjoy healthy relationships free from violence.
For further information—www.choicesdaservice.org.uk. Free
and confidential helpline 0800 917 9984.

Of course this isn’t possible without the support of parents
who offered to walk and marshal alongside staff—and for
Charities which will which we are very grateful.
benefit for the amazing
efforts of 780 students Thank you, too,
walking almost 13 miles to Mrs West
around
Gravesend, and Mrs Ashton
Cobham and Shorne are for
running
Scope (a community of once again a
disabled
and
non- superbly organdisabled people with a ised event.
shared vision of equality. They provide prac- See you next
tical advice and emo- year!
tional support whenever people need it most HJH
(www.scope.org.uk))
and
Choices (formerly North

BIG GIG AND BBQ
This year we didn't have a summer musical/play, but both the
Music and Drama departments were eager to put on a performance. After a lot of discussion between staff and students
alike, the concept of a 'Band and BBQ Night' was born! The
idea was that the school band would play popular songs from
various musicals, accompanied by soloists from the drama
club and School Choir.
The name given to the set was 'Blugsyments' - a name created
to represent the musicals 'The Blues Brothers', 'Bugsy
Malone', ‘Return to the Forbidden Planet' and 'The Commitments' from which songs were performed. At first, each of the
roughly 25 songs were performed by the band and accompanied by a soloist from GGS, but as the weeks went by, rehearsal after rehearsal, it was becoming obvious that the other students were singing and dancing along offstage, even catching
the attention of some of the boys' friends from Mayfield
Grammar who ended up joining us. So much energy and enthusiasm was such a pleasant surprise, that it was decided
that we should have group songs complete with call and response and choreographed dances (thanks to Mrs Dunne!).

A few other notable
highlights were the
barbecue,
which
more than satisfied
the hunger of the
guests,
and
the
weather, which managed to give us clear
skies despite the rather wet beginning to
the month. However,
a special mention has to go to our Headteacher, Mr Moaby,
who gave a great performance of Tom Jones' 'Delilah' (a surprise for him that the whole cast had managed to secretly rehearse for for months!)*.
Overall, it was a fantastic and memorable night and a great
way for those of us
in Years 11 and 13 to
end our academic
time at GGS. Hopefully it will return
even bigger next
year!

On the actual night of the show the months of rehearsals
clearly paid off (thanks Mr Annable!) as there were outstanding performances from the band and singers. All those performing dressed up in musical themed costumes, adding an
extra element to the show - which sold out within a matter of Joshua Akinde 13UC1
weeks.
*Sadly it would appear that no picture of Mr Moaby’s performance exists.
Unless you know otherwise….in which case, we’d love to hear from you!
Gravesend Grammar School
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RONA SAILING
Last month, five other Year 9s and I went on a school trip with
the Rona Sailing Trust. We started on the River Hamble next to
Southampton aboard a 62ft schooner named the Merrilyn.
Our trip included the destinations of East and West Cowes in
the Isle of Wight, Poole, Great Yarmouth and Portsmouth the
home of the Royal Navy (in the Solent).
When we were heading into Portsmouth, we saw the aircraft
carrier HMS Queen Elizabeth. We had sailed too close to her
and the police came near and we got ‘buzzed’ !
I had thought that the food was going to be instant foods like
super noodles and we were going to cook off a camping stove.
But no ...the food was excellent as it was freshly cooked which
I had not expected, roast lamb with all the trimmings, lasagna,
shepherd’s pie, pasta bakes, roast gammon...all home made!
is where you need to learn things like the ‘rules of the road’
and learn to make 8 knots by the end of the voyage.
The Scott Award is named after Commander Walter Scott, the The trip would be better if there were more berths on board
first Honorary Organiser of the Trust. This award is where you so more people could go, giving them the opportunity to expetry your best and make a good impression on the crew and rience the sailing trip and its awards but you can also do this
always be ready to give a hand if people need it. This award trip outside of school time. All six of us thoroughly it and we all
can be used on a CV.
managed to achieve both Awards.
The second award you can achieve is Competent Crew, which Leo Sofocleous 9T

RECULVER
On Monday 10th and Tuesday 11th June, Year 7 students went on a field trip to Reculver. Students
enjoyed a very blustery day on the Monday and it finally stopped raining so that students were
able to carry out their investigations! Students were implementing their learning from the classroom into the real world. We were looking at how coastal management has affected the natural
landscape and whether it has had a positive or negative impact. AMD

SUMMER FESTIVAL
This year’s Summer Festival coincided with the hottest day so far this year with warm air being sucked up from Africa and most
of Europe suffering record-breaking June temperatures (over 45 degrees in France). The event was well attended by families of
students joining us in Year 7 in September, who met their form tutors for the first time and were entertained by our talented
bands of musicians. Stalls provided competitions, face painting and the first XV Rugby team showed how it should be done!
Thank you to Mr Rees who co-ordinated the event, the PTA and everyone who have up their time to help run stalls, and our
Music department for entertaining the crowds with such a wide variety of genres—we look forward to welcoming our new
Year 7s in September.

Gravesend Grammar School
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CCF FLAG RAISING CEREMONY
On 24th June, the CCF took part in the Flag Raising Ceremony at Community Square, Gravesend ahead of Armed Forces Day. The cadets paraded alongside Gravesend Sea Cadets and local veterans. Two local schools also provided
choirs for the ceremony.
The Mayor of Gravesham led the proceedings, during
which six cadets from the school raised the flags to signify
Armed Forces Day.
The School’s CCF were very proud to be able to represent
the School at this community event and hope to be involved in more in the future.
CNW

MATHS CHALLENGE
You have to arrange them so that half are
inside the blue hoop, a third are inside the
green hoop and a quarter are inside the
yellow hoop.

You have 24 red marbles.

Helpful hint: you might need some marbles outside the hoops!
Answer on penultimate page

YEAR 10—BRIGHTON ART TRIP
In June the Year 10 GCSE artists
spent a sunny day in Brighton to
launch their trial exam project. They explored, sketched
and took lots of photos of the
unique
boutique
shopping
streets, street art, Brighton Pavilion, and the traditional seaside entertainments on the
pier. They will develop these into major coursework projects and trial exam artworks before launching into their final exam project after Christmas. PDB

GRAD BALL—DON’T THEY LOOK SMART!
Our Year 13 students attended their Graduation Ball, held each year at Mayfield, to celebrate the end of their school days and
to look forward to the next phase in their lives—we wish them every success for the future.
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WORLD CHALLENGE
lice on the way back from the Zambia High Commission as to
And so after years of preparation, the final countdown has why he was walking around with over 40 passports! All of the
begun. Expedition start day is looming and as the adventure of teams have come together excellently and have started forma school year ends and the expedition begins, I feel it’s appro- ing the bonds that will be so important as forms of support
when we’re out on expedition.
priate to take stock and look back at how far we’ve come.

The final countdown…

Just under two years ago Mr Pallant held the introductory as- The students and all the members of staff who’ve contributed
sembly in the main hall for years 10, 11, and 12. Having done to the preparation for the expedition deserve a massive thank
you for the hours they’ve put in. For me this
some of this expedition already Mr Pallant’s stoexpedition will hold a very special place as it will
ries and photos showed an amazing glimpse of
be my last official act as a teacher at the school.
what students could expect. Since then both
I’ve been incredibly fortunate to have started
teachers and students have put in a great deal of
my time at GGS with the China expedition and
time and effort to get to this point now. Just
finished it with this one. Special thanks must go
some of the events and tasks we’ve had to unto Mr Pallant who has spent countless hours
dertake in preparation for the expedition:
behind the scenes: on the phone to world challenge, finding first aid providers, speaking with
Quiz nights, Bhangra night, First aid training,
various high commissions, and most importantly
training weekend, Minibus training, Zambia
hiring Dave the quiz man! Mr Pallant’s dedicapassports, Malawi passports, Botswana affidavits, South Africa
tion
to
ensuring
everything is in place and making the process
affidavits, Itinerary meetings, Destination briefings, Fundraisas
easy
as
possible
for the students has been immense and
ing, and much, much more!
deserves a special mention, as does the fact he’s been the
The whole process has had many memorable moments, from reason I’ve had the opportunity to start and finish my GGS
a fantastic (and most importantly dry!) training weekend in career with these once in a lifetime opportunities.
April where some teams ventured out for a midnight walk in Until next time!
the Forest of Dean, to Mr Milner being questioned by the po- ASG

They’re on their way…!

250 CLUB
The winners for May 2019 were:
1st - £195.94 - No. 326 - Member since 2010, 1 previous win
2nd - £106.87 - No. 296 - Member since 2004, no previous wins
3rd - £53.44 - No. 187 - Member since 2015, no previous wins

Just to reiterate Claire's point from last month - if you are already a
member and have another child starting at the school in September
(Year 7 or Year 12) and would like to add another number to your
membership then please contact me directly via email rather than fill
out the paperwork you will receive from the school.
I look forward to carrying the 250 Club forward and hope I can rely on
your continued support.

Barbara Dumaisnil
I have now taken over the running of the 250 Club from Claire GGS 250 Club Coordinator
Holmes who has made such a success of it for the past five years, so a ggs250club@hotmail.com
big thank you to her, I hope I can do as good a job!
Gravesend Grammar School
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LEST WE FORGET……..
Whilst events to mark the 75th Anniversary of D-Day have been taking place both in the UK and France in recent weeks, it is
appropriate to remember three Old Gravesendians who gave their lives at this time.

GERALD JOHN JAMES ASHPOLE

ROY THOMAS KEEBLE

Gerald Ashpole was born in West
Ham, Essex on 16th November
1925 and was living at 24 Gatwick
Road, Gravesend in 1938. Having
previously attended Jubilee School
in Bury St Edmunds, he attended
GGS between 1938 and 1940. He
was in Downs House. On leaving
school he joined the RAF and was
a Sergeant Engineer in the Royal
Air Force Volunteer Reserves 97
Squadron. Tasked to bomb a
coastal defence battery at St Pierre
-du-Mont, his Lancaster III crashed at Osmanville on 6th
June 1944, 2km of Isigny-sur-Mer. He is buried in Osmanville St Clement Churchyard. He was 18 when he
died.

BARRY WENTWORTH JARVIS
Born in Darlington, Durham on 28th
July 1919, Barry Jarvis lived at Croft
House, Horton Kirby. He was a student at GGS between 1930 and 1935
and was a member of Downs House.
He had previously attended Dartford
1932 Form IIIA
CofE
Primary
School. On leaving school he worked in a Hosiery
warehouse. As a member of the Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserves,
Flight Engineer—622 Squadron, he
was based at Mildenhall, Suffolk as
part of Bomber
Command Main
Source No 3
group.
Having
successfully completed 17 operational flights, he was
shot down during the D-Day landings
and first reported as missing in action. He died on 8th June 1944, aged
24. He is buried at Tacoignieres
Churchyard, Yvelines, France.

Gravesend Grammar School

1928
1st XI Football Team

Born on 8th August 1913 to Harold
George Keeble and Lydia Ellen Keeble and known to have been living
at 45 Whitehill Road, Gravesend in
1925, Roy Keeble attended GGS
between 1925 and 1930. He had
previously attended Cecil Road
Primary School. He played for
both the first XI Football and first
XV Rugby teams.

On leaving
school he became an apprentice at a
printing works and married Phyllis
Lewis in 1941. He joined the Highland
Light Infantry—City of Glasgow Regiment. He was killed by sniper fire on
26th June 1944 in the battle for Caen
and is buried in the St Manvieu War
Cemetery, Cheux, Calvados. He was
30.

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.
From For the Fallen by Laurence Binyon
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CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT WEEK 2019
Although extremely busy for staff and students alike, Curriculum Development Week gave students many opportunities to try
activities outside their comfort zones, both in school and out. Year 7, in two groups, have spent most of the week at camp in
the Ashdown Forest, for some this being away from home for the first time. Two students managed to break the school’s crate
stacking record with an amazing 18 crates high! Those not at camp were reporters for the day, and participated in computing
and engineering activities in school.
Year 8 had a PSHE Day, Maths Challenge, ‘Can you kick it?’ a football focussed activity
with Mr Rapley, a trip to Harry Potter World or comic book activity and a CREX day to
finish off the week. Year 9 had a busy week starting with an English Day and followed
by a Geography Field trip or PE activity, a science day, followed by a Maths Challenge
before finishing the week with a trip to Ypres for those studying History, or a PSHE
activity. Not to be outdone, Year 10 had a Geography field trip to investigate the
source of the River Medway. For those not studying Geography, there was a History
activity, followed by an English Day or Computing trip and a Languages day. Their
week was finished by a visit to the University of Brighton to experience university life
and to learn about careers.
Year 12 started their week with a Stock Market Challenge and tried their hands at
share dealing and trying to make their fortunes. Healthy Relationships was the topic
for their second day and then a two day Challenge of Management to experience some
of the aspects of life outside school and to encourage teamwork. ‘Feaky Friday’ was
awaiting them at the end of the week.
All the while this hectic week was happening at GGS, our CCF cadets were in Portsmouth experiencing ‘life on the ocean waves’!

YEAR 7 MOON LANDING?
Much has been made this week of the 50th Anniversary of
the landing on the moon. Year 7 tried to emulate this during Curriculum Development Week!
One of our Year 7 students writes: “Over a series of lessons
my partner and I made a rocket and also 3-D printed the
nose cone. We used pre laser cut discs which acted as the
rocket frame and we also used a rocket motor. Our goal was
to create a rocket that would last the longest in the air.
Whilst I did not get the longest flight (which was 42 seconds), I did however manage to get pretty near that at 38
seconds. We launched ours on Tuesday whilst the other half
of the school launched theirs on the Thursday. I really enjoyed the experience of both designing and making the rocket and I will be looking at
taking engineering as one of my GCSE options.”

Year 7 also had the opportunity to design
their own drones.

Gravesend Grammar School
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YEAR 8
Amongst Year 8’s CDW activities was a much anticipated trip to Harry Potter World. They travelled by coach rather than using
Platform 9 3/4 at King’s Cross Station!

Year 8 also had the opportunity to try their hands at music. They also made their own gargoyles in clay.

CCF PORTSMOUTH TRIP
On Tuesday 9th July 2019, the Combined Cadet Force (CCF)
travelled to Portsmouth to get some sailing practice. We departed after school on Tuesday, in the school minibus and
when we arrived at the Portsmouth naval base, HMS Excellent), it was near sunset.
Once we had entered the base, we travelled to where we
would be sleeping for the night - aboard the HMS Bristol, a
decommissioned destroyer launched in 1969. Once we
boarded the ship, we stood out on the deck and waited
whilst CPO Foster signed in. Afterwards, we had to ‘peg in’
which is something that you must always do when you are on
a ship. You get a piece of card with your name on it and you
have to put it in a slot below your room number. If you are
on-board the ship, you keep the card in the ‘on’ section;
however, if you leave you must ‘peg out’ and move your card
to the ‘off’ section. Once inside the ship, we had to navigate
to our room.
After a safety briefing in the old Sea Dart magazine, we had
the rest of the evening to ourselves. The majority of us went
to the TV room and met some other cadets from Liverpool.
The next day, we were awoken by the ship’s alarm at 6:30
am telling us to get ready to leave after we had got dressed
and stripped the beds. We left the ship and we walked to the
canteen. We had a nice breakfast and afterwards we picked
up the bag meals.
We walked to the sailing centre just outside HMS Bristol.
Gravesend Grammar School

For our sailing we went aboard the yachts Phoenix, Griffin
and Dragon. It was a pleasant experience as I got to manoeuvre a yacht out of Portsmouth Harbour and sail all the
way to the Isle of Wight. The trip from Portsmouth to the
Isle of Wight was enjoyed by all cadets and we learnt new
skills from instructors and as a treat on the Isle of Wight, we
had some ice cream and spent some time on the beach.
I can't wait to go back to HMS Bristol on another adventure!
Kelvin Akhigbe 10T
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YPRES
On July 12th 2019, Y9 went to Ypres for a history trip in Curriculum
Development Week. After travelling by Eurostar, we arrived at our
first stop on the tour, which was
Essex Farm. This was a cemetery for
the Commonwealth troops who sacrificed their lives in World War I: we
were very quiet and all became very
thoughtful as it put things into perspective, especially when we saw the
grave of a fifteen year old, who lied
about his age and was tragically
killed in the war.
After this, we went to a German
cemetery, called Langemark, which
The grave of Pte Valentine
‘Joe’ Strudwick, at 15 one of
was just outside the town of Ypres.
the youngest soldiers to be
The differences between the two
killed in WWI
cemeteries were immediate to see
when we walked in. Essex Farm had
white headstones, surrounded by flowers and poppies and was almost celebrating the sacrifice
made by the soldiers, but Langemark had black slabs of tiles on
the floor, each grave had five or
more people in and the cemetery
looked as if they were embarrassed of the deaths of the soldiers. There was a pit, which was
in the middle of the field which is
said to have around 20,000 people buried there. There is a clear
difference between the way the
German authorities and British
Langemark Cemetery
authorities treated the cemeteries, the Germans had packed the
soldiers much more compactly because they have to pay the Belgian
authorities for the land, the Commonwealth graves are free. Dotted
all around the cemetery, there were trees which Hitler is said to
have picked out and planted himself which threw the whole cemetery under shade, it was much more sinister and scary than the
pretty cemetery of the allies. There was a huge contrast between
the two as the
Essex farm was
white and with
flowers
everywhere,
whereas
Langemark
was
dark and much
more eerie.
Then we went into
the
centre
of
Ypres,
which
showed how the
town and the huge
churches and cathedrals had to be rebuilt as in World War I as it had
been reduced to rubble and nothing over shoulder height actually
remained standing. We ate lunch in the town square and visited a
chocolatier where most of us bought some chocolates and treats to
take home. After this, we walked through Ypres to The Menin Gate
Memorial to the Missing, otherwise known as Menin Gate, where
the names of 54,603 soldiers were inscribed on the wall, these soldiers all died before 16th August 1917 and have no known grave. A
lot of us walked around, looking up the huge walls covered in names
to find if anybody with the same name was on the walls. There were
soldiers from all over the world fighting for the British Empire, there
were huge numbers of soldiers from places such as Canada, AustralGravesend Grammar School

ia, New Zealand, India and some
parts of Africa. The chances were
that all of the people on the trip
had some relative, whether distant or close with their name
written on the gate, people of all
ethnic groups, religions and
creeds were on the gate. The
surname Robinson had about 12
pages in the book with all of the
names in it; however, we didn’t
find anybody with named
Satisha. As a matter of fact,
Menin Gate
some of the names on the Gate
where those of boys who went
to Gravesend and lived the same
life as us. They are all still remembered to this day, every day at 8:00
pm. Everyone near the Menin Gate congregates to hear the Last
Post played and everyone stands in silence to pay their respects to
these unknown soldiers who gave their lives for us to live today.
Finally, we visited a war memorial called Tyne Cot. This was huge
and put into perspective how many people had previously died in
the war. As we caught our first sight of the memorial, we all fell
completely silent in shock at the sheer size of the memorial. There
are thought to be
about 20,000 soldiers
buried there but about
40% are completely
unknown, due to the
fact that their death
was so horrific, they
could only be identified
by their uniform. This
grave was for Commonwealth soldiers, which
Tyne Cot Cemetery
stretched from South
Africa, Australia and
New Zealand, to Egypt and even Canada and America. This showed a
massive amount of overseas fighters that the British relied on during
the war. The scale of the memorial cannot be described, words like
massive and enormous do not do it justice, just how big this grave
site was. There was a famous battle there and as Mr Dunne explained, there was torrential rain at the time of the battle, so the
battleground was soggy and really hard to walk on, let alone fight
on. There were stories of some soldiers sinking in the mud with the
weight of their bags and equipment and their friends, best friends
even, being told to shoot their comrades simply to end their misery
in a less horrific way. That way it would be quick. We were lucky, as
we went when it was nice and dry and warm, so we couldn’t really
understand. All we could do was stand silently and pay respect to
their memory.
The day was incredible and really benefited us in knowing and seeing how the town of Ypres pays respect to the Allied and Commonwealth soldiers, who tried and never gave the town up. It was a
real eye opener and definitely put things into perspective.
James Robinson 9H and Aniketh Satisha 9S
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YEAR 9 BUILDING TOWERS AND BIG MACHINES

YEAR 10 GEOGRAPHY
Year 10 explored the source of the River Medway and followed its progress above and below the Weir Wood Reservoir.

YEAR 12
Feeling the pressure—
Stock Market Challenge

Are the markets going up—or down?

Challenge of Management

Freaky Friday activities: fencing, American football and sailing
Gravesend Grammar School
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COMPUTING TRIP
This trip to Cambridge has become a key part of the course for the
Computer Science courses at KS4 & KS5. It has been run at various
points and this year was scheduled for the Curriculum Development
Week 2019.
The 26 Y10 pupils, 14 Y12 pupils and three staff boarded the coach
at 08:15 and we arrived in very good time, bearing in mind the route
involved the M25 & M11. The pupils were split into their respective
groups named Commodore, Spectrum and Dragon, references that
would have bypassed their tender years.
The Y12 Dragon group started their tour with the MegaProcessor. This amazing exhibit was constructed by James Newman
as an idea to visualise what happens. Since 2017, it has earned
plaudits and holds the Guinness World Record for the being the
world's largest functional microprocessor. The use of LEDs to represent various data bits allows you to watch data being shuffled
around the circuits, becoming information or instruction as appropriate, with the speed of execution being controllable. The presenter, Chris Monk, was very knowledgeable, tying the pupils'
knowledge on the fetch-decode-execute cycle to the banks of transistors and LEDs, so they could identify the arithmetic logic unit,
registers and other constituent parts. A small programme had already been loaded into RAM for use to observe (it only added 3
numbers together!) but stepping through the assembly & machine
code an instruction allowed us to see data-values moving from
register to register. This greatly helps towards the assembly code
section (which will be in their final examination) and should prove
very worthwhile.

Maciej Rytlewski 10D writes:

Our second tour started with mechanical calculators, working
through punched cards as inputs into early computers, the minicomputers that were used to calculate trajectories and flight paths
for the Apollo 11 lunar landing and finally to the UK home computing revolution of the 1980s. The designs and games from that decade, and beyond, were available on working computers and games
consoles. All of these disparate devices have now converged towards the ubiquitous mobile telephone. Looking around the centre,
students could see processor designs and interact. Personally, it
was technological haven full of wonderous toys that reminded me
of the changes seen since my childhood.
After a short lunch break, the Y12 Dragon group were to make use
of the venerable BBC Model B microcomputer using Basic to model
a projectile's path. This was an unfamiliar language and strange
hardware, with the pupils missing a lot of their usual tools when
writing code by transcribing from the worksheets Cut & paste? A
mouse? On-line help? -- all of these were absent. They persevered
despite a keyboard that had a distinct style and feel, with some
being more vocal in their condemnation. It was worth it when they
saw the animation and then added more variables into their model
to include a wind (creating drag) and a stick length so that rotation
in a 2D plane could be observed.
The journey back was a little more eventful than planned but the
coach arrived at GGS by 16:30 so that they were home on time and
could reflect on their learning experiences from the day.
AS

cessing that happens within a computer
system. I found this activity fascinating and very informative because I was able to understand the basic processes and sequences
that happen within a computer to make everything work, to make
programs run and to work out calculations. This sort of background
context to how processors work could really help me in the future,
especially if I decide to follow a career path to do with computer
engineering. Most of the things that we learnt about the mega processor, we had already covered in class, however, now I was able to
see the theory in action, which was really an enlightening experience.
The final activity that my group did was a quick tour of the exhibition part of the museum. Our guide showed us how computers have
developed over time, what they started at, and where they are now.
I found this tour fun and it was fascinating to see how far technology and computers have progressed in the last 80 years.
Overall, I think that the trip was very interesting and enlightening,
giving me a lot of information about how computers have developed over the years, and how computers actually work. It will be
very useful if I decide to get a job that involves any type of computing or engineering. By knowing how a computer works in depth, it
could allow me to potentially solve certain errors that might appear
on my PC, as I might be able to track down what is causing the error
and then fix it!

Gravesend Grammar School

On Tuesday 9th July, a group of year 10 Computing students as well
as a group of sixth formers, travelled to the Computing History Museum in Cambridge. When we got there, we were all split into three
different groups, with the sixth formers in one group, and the Year
10s into two groups. I was in the ‘Spectrum’ Group, while the other
Year 10s were in the ‘Commodore’ Group. After the groups were
sorted out, we all underwent a series of different activities.
The first activity that my group had was to complete some code, to
allow us to move a buggy, controlled by motors in its wheels. This
was done through the use of a Raspberry Pi, a small credit-card
sized computer, which was plugged in to a computer screen, and
through the use of the Python programming language. This was a
really enjoyable and interesting experience, allowing us to develop
our knowledge of the Python programming language, which can be
really helpful for the future as it is a very popular programming language. However, this activity allowed us to understand the basics of
designing and programming machinery which provides a base foundation of knowledge that could be very useful, especially if I decide
to do a job that involves software engineering or robotics.
The second activity that my group did, was an in depth analysis of
the mega processor found at the museum. The mega processor was
constructed by James Newman over many years and was then donated to the museum by him. The mega processor is essentially an
enlarged version of the inside of a computer system. It isn’t a computer in itself, but it shows all of the pro-
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BRONZE, SILVER AND GOLD DoE
Term 6 Update
Bronze DoE
Following our practice expeditions last term, Bronze DofE
groups completed their qualifying expeditions on the 22nd
and 23rd of June. Every group passed their expedition section
with only a few minor problems along the way! We started
early on the Saturday at Camer Country Park in Meopham.

by the sound of birds at 6am, we started to pack up and cook
breakfast - which was porridge. By around 7:30am in my
group, the tent and kit had been put away, we had eaten and
we were just about to leave. As the first group to leave, we
knew that we would be able to have an easy walk and not rush
anywhere. Still, by the time we finished, our legs ached and
we all collapsed onto Meopham Green. For most of us, those
final hills we climbed were the last thing we would have to do
for our Bronze DofE - or so we thought…
During both of our expeditions, we were taking photos for our
purpose work. Purpose work something that we choose to
observe as we go along and then record information about.
With all of this information, we have to do a presentation; this
is the last part of our DofE Expedition section. We did our
presentations a few weeks after the expedition, then that was
it. For those who had completed their Physical, Skills and Volunteering sections as well, that was all for their Bronze DofE!
I have had a great time completing my Bronze DofE and have
learned many life skills. I hope that I can do Silver next year!

Soon after our assessors had checked that we had everything,
we set off on our journey through the countryside. On the first
day, my group travelled over 15km, over terrain that was
sometimes unforgiving and with the extreme heat. Despite
our troubles, we didn't get lost and managed to get to Hopehill campsite just after another group. By the time most of
the groups had arrived, our assessors hadn't arrived: so we
had a game of cricket while we waited. Once Mr Poon had
arrived, we went to our camping area and started pitching our
tents. Most of us decided to pitch our tents under trees because we thought: "We won't get wet if it rains and the trees
will retain the heat to keep us warm". Our assessors seemed
to disagree with our conclusions. It was around 5pm when we

Jordan Giannasi 9D
Silver DofE
The Silver DofE Practice Expedition took place over the weekend of 7-9 June. This turned out to be one of the wettest DofE
weekends we have experienced in a long time.
For the majority of Friday and Saturday, the participants had
to endure heavy and persistent rain and wind. Although the
two groups made several navigational mistakes, they deserve
to be praised for their resilience. Their spirits remained high
throughout the weekend and they kept each other motivated.
The first night remained unpleasant: there continued to be
rain and wind and the participants soon retreated to their
tents after their evening meal.
Sunday proved to be the complete opposite. The temperature
picked up, the sun came out and both groups were practically
spot-on with their navigation. This illustrates that there is definitely a positive correlation between the weather and navigational ability: the better the weather, the better the groups’
navigational ability! (Although I am sure there must be some
anomalies with this correlation…)

In conclusion, the supervisors were super impressed with how
both groups progressed over the weekend. Yes, they do need
to work on their navigation (especially in unpredictable British
had finished setting everything up; we had a period of relaxa- weather!), but all in all they have improved in their own ways.
tion before we started to cook dinner: most groups opted for a Thank you to Mrs Foulds, Mrs McLean and Mr Townsend for
simple pasta dish, which proved to be very tasty! It takes supervising the two groups at some point over the weekend.
about an hour to cook at camp, but it makes the food seem
better. Around 8pm, most of us went into our tents to make
Continued…..
sure that we would have energy for the following day. Awoken
Gravesend Grammar School
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Gold DofE
This year marks the inaugural year where Gravesend Grammar School will be dispatching one group to Dartmoor National Park for their Gold DofE Assessed Expedition (18-23 August), and one group to the Peak District National Park for
their Gold DofE Practice Expedition (21-26 July).

Silver DofE is open to all Year 10 students (whether or not
they have previously completed Bronze DofE). They will spend
Year 10 working towards achieving their Silver DofE. Recruitment takes place in late October every year.

Gold DofE is open to all Year 12 students (whether or not they
have completed Bronze or Silver DofE). They will spend Year
All 11 Gold DofE participants in Year 12 and Year 13 have 12 and Year 13 working towards achieving their Gold DofE.
been working hard over the past few months towards their Recruitment takes place in late September every year.
Gold DofE. They have been working towards their Volunteering, Physical, Skills or Residential sections, or planning their Students, if you would like to find out more about the DofE at
routes for their expeditions. Every step they take is one step Gravesend Grammar School, please contact Mr Poon
closer to Buckingham Palace!
(poonk@gravesendgrammar.com)
or
Mr
Townsend
(townsendr@gravesendgrammar.com).
Calling All Expeditioners!
Adults, we are always looking for volunteers to help with exBronze DofE is open to all Year 9 students, and they will spend pedition weekends. If you are keen, please contact Mr. Poon
Year 9 working towards achieving their Bronze DofE. Recruit- or Mr Townsend for more information.
ment takes place in late September every year.
KKP

MANGA MANIA!
In July members of
the Manga Art Club
and other Manga
fans in Years 8 to
12 had a fantastic
day visiting the
largest ever exhibition of Manga art
outside of Japan at
the British Museum. The show was
an immersive and interactive introduction to the journey from
traditional Japanese painting and woodblock prints through
the creative fusion that occurred when the Americans occupied Japan after World War Two. The Japanese embraced the
American comic book and animation culture of Marvel and
Disney and created the international phenomenon that is
Manga and Anime today.
The delights on offer included a huge curtain from a Noh theatre painted in just four hours in a frenzy by Kawanabi Kyosai in
1880 with a
hemp
palm
broom featuring traditional
legendary
ghosts
and
monsters, and
original artworks by the
creators
of
everything
from
Pokemon to
Gravesend Grammar School

Dragon Ball Z. We also visited some ancient African manga
(Japanese for 'pictures') in the British Museum's collection: the
centuries-old Benin Bronzes, panels of exquisitely detailed
stylized royalty and warriors in dramatic poses.

The Manga Art Club members came away with lots of inspiration and specific technical skills tips for the manga comic they
are working on together as a collaborative project. Maybe it
will feature in the next great Manga show in London years
from now.
If you are interested in seeing the exhibition it is on at the
British Museum until 26 August and free for children under
16. The Manga Art Club meets after school in the Art room on
Thursdays. New members and beginners are welcome.
PDB
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2018-19 Term 6

Staff v Students
Hockey—Staff
Victorious!

2018/19 SPORT OVERVIEW
As we reach the end of another academic year, we bring to a fought fixture which the Staff won on a penalty shoot out (see
close another successful year of GGS sport. Sport has contin- the report elsewhere in the newsletter)!
ued to grow and develop throughout the year with numbers
increasing and more success achieved.
Cricket, as always, is dictated by the weather but on the whole
the year has been positive. The U13 squad reached the semiRugby has thrived under Mr Foreman since his arrival on a final of the Kent Cup, losing to the eventual winners, Sevenpart-time basis this year. I am delighted that he will be with us oaks School. Many students continue to represent the District
full time in the PE Department next year! This can only be pos- and I feel that School cricket is moving in the right direction.
itive for rugby and I know Mr Foreman has big plans for the
years ahead. Notable performances this year were from the It has been another strong year for Athletics, with strong perU15 squad who reached the quarter-finals in the 15 a-side formances at the District Athletics. We also had several stuformat and the semi-finals in the 7s format. Wonderful Ajayi dents receiving wider recognition: Luke Fenton (9C), Philip
(10D), Josh Barnes (10C), Toby Emery (10F) and Josh Harris Odugbile (10D) and Oreofe Adepegba (10S) all have excelled
(10H) were all selected to represent the County: well done to this year!
them all! Other year groups saw a massive increase in num- We have also had a number of other sports available to the
bers with improved performances across the board. This has students: Ultimate Frisbee, Table Tennis, American 'Flag' Footalso led to a number of students from the lower years being ball and of course, Badminton, traditionally one of the most
selected to represent the County. Our U14 side has gone from successful sports at GGS. Our Junior team reached the Kent
strength the strength having not won a match as U13s to this Finals, narrowly missing out on qualification for the Nationals.
season winning 50% of their matches. We are hoping for big
things from them next season. Our Senior side are also moving Finally, I would like to mention two major successes this year.
forwards with two to three sides expected to be playing each Our Senior Football team won the U19 North Kent Premier
week in the new season!
League, something we have not done for 27 years! I know Mr
Stanley and Mr Newman were very proud of the boys achieveHockey is also taking steps forward under the leadership of Mr ments. Alongside this our Golf team of Oliver Perkins (UF3),
Stanley who has been ably supported by Mr Singh and Mr Jack Dalley (10D) and Lucas Dennison (8T) retained the Kent
Faux-Bowyer. Regular fixtures were played at U12, U13 and Team Championships and finished 8th out of 32 at the NationU14 age groups with some greatly improved performances. al Finals. Oliver Perkins carded the lowest score of the day at
The U12 squad has really impressed with their dedication and the National Finals. This is a fantastic achievement and hopecommitment this year. The year was rounded off by the long fully next year will be third time lucky!
awaited return of the Staff v Students fixture. It was a closely
Continued ...
Gravesend Grammar School
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As often happens at the end of years and campaigns, we
sometimes have to say goodbye. We will of course be saying
goodbye to our year 13s who have played School sport during
their time at GGS but we will also be saying goodbye to Mr
Bayliss-Brown, after three years at GGS. Mr Bayliss-Brown has
worked really hard during his time, especially in developing
our Athletic provision, something I am very grateful for. I wish
him the best of luck in the future.

Moving on to next year, I hope that our numbers continue to
thrive and the commitment remains from our students. I am
very lucky as Head of Physical Education to have such a dedicated group of staff who give up their time for the benefit of all of
our students. This year has clearly shown how talented our students
are and I hope for many more successes in the coming years.

SAB

STUDENT ATHLETE INTERVIEW
Name:
Harvey Emery
Age:
17
Form:
UF3
Sport:
Rugby
Position:
1st XV Captain 2019/20 Flanker
Years in current sport:
6 Years
What got you started?:
I came to GGS and it was the main sport. I started doing Judo
when I was 8 and I tried Rugby out in Year 7 and really enjoyed the physicality of it.
What do you enjoy about rugby at GGS?

The way I am able to get on with more staff than just the PE
department to build relationships with them.
What are your ambitions for the 1st XV next season?
We are going to continue our unbeaten streak in 2019, currently standing at 6 wins in a row. We want to make other
schools fear us again.
What are you most looking forward to next season?
It will be my last chance to represent the school and to go on
the school rugby tour to France.
What was the best advice you were ever given?
‘If someone hits you, hit them 10 times harder.’ Dickie Marcarft - my old coach at Tonbridge Judd.
Do you have a role model?
Mr Gray (former PE teacher at GGS)- Ever since Year 7 he put
me in the right mind-set both academically and on the field.
WBB

ATHLETICS
Tuesday 11th June 2019— Mr Bayliss-Brown organised an opportunity
to attend the District Athletics competition being held at NTC. Mr Burton drove us down to NTC in the
school minibus, Mr Bayliss-Brown
was joined by a group of boys to
represent GGS - Four Year 7 boys Mason Lock (7T), Jeevan Khunkhun
(7S), Max Howard (7S) & Harrison
Dean (7H) & two Year 8 boys Jeevan
Poonian (8C) and Samuel Lloyd
(8H).

came in 5th position.
Jeevan Poonian 8C
Huge congratulations to Max Howard (7S) and Harrison Dean (7H)
who stepped up to join the Year 8s in the relay ,coming second in the
competition. In the Year 9 and 10 competition, GGS had much success winning the relay, Joel Cain (9S) winning the 200m, Luke Fenton
(9C) in long jump.
Josh Barnes (10C) won the 100m & 200m sprints, Beathan Wilson
(10S) won shot put. Overall, Year 9 boys won and Year 10 came a
close second. Congratulations to all involved.

WBB
Eight local schools attended with a
good mixture of Year 7 & 8 boys & girls. There were a variety of Beathan writes:
events taking place including 100m - 800m, relay, shot put, javelin,
long jump & high jump.
On 4th July 2019 a group of Year 7, 8, 9 10 went to Central Park Athletics Arena in Dartford. The whole event went reasonably well for the
Things started off really well with Max running the 200m coming 2nd school, with us getting three top places in various events. For the Year
place, followed by Samuel running 200m gaining a 2nd place win.
10s Judah Chike-MIchael 10T came third in the 100m with a time of
11.28s and Nathan Adepegba 10S won the High Jump with a height
Year 7 100m ran by Max - 2nd place, Year 8 100m ran by Jeevan of 1.75m. In addition Joshua Barnes 10C won the 200m with a time of
smashing it with a time of 12:02 seconds gaining 2nd place, Year 8 23.22 seconds. There were a few notable mentions in the other year
shot put attempted by Jeevan, with the 2nd furthest throw 7.5m.
groups, with top three places in events such as 200m, Long Jump and
with Luke Fenton 9C winning the 1500m for Year 9. Overall it was a
Harrison & Max joined Samuel & Jeevan for the Year 8 relay race decent tournament for the school.
achieving 2nd place with a time of 58:02 seconds.
The final results: Year 7 came 8th and with only two Year 8 boys, we
Gravesend Grammar School
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2019 HOUSE SPORT CHAMPIONSHIP
This Year saw the start of the House Sport Championship. Boys competed across Year 7-11 competing each term
in Cross Country, Rugby, Fitness, Hockey, Sevens and Basketball.

RESULTS
House

Y7

Y8

Y9

Y10

Y11

Overall

Cliff

31

27

17

19.5

8

102.5

Downs

15

19

24

5

8

71

Fleet

16.5

18

19

14

3

70.5

Hill

21

17

29

17

5

89

School

25.5

20

14

12

10

81.5

Town

16

23

20

15.5

6

80.5

SPORTS DAY
With perfect weather, sunny, dry and a cool breeze, Sports Day went off without a hitch. Individual events in the morning
with track events in the afternoon for both elite and mass participants. A full set of results will feature in the next newsletter.

CRICKET
U14 Cricket
The U14 cricket side finished up their campaign with two solid
performances against St Dunstans, NTC and Skinners school.
The St Dunstan’s fixture went down to the wire, with the boys
chasing 130 for victory. Matt Stibbons (10C) who had stepped
in last minute into the mixed year group fixture hit a valiant
52, not quite enough for the G's to come away victorious as
they were bowled out just 7 runs short of a miraculous chasing
victory.

started well as the boys had to defend a small target, with
Josh Chiswell (9D) picking up a run out in the first over, alongside some solid bowling by Daniel Hickford (9H) and Aniketh
Satisha (9S). Keaton Gates (9S) took a solid catch behind the
stumps to reduce Skinners to 38-4. however they were ultimately too strong and some sloppy fielding cost the G's boys
in the end. We look forward to next season as an U15 side,
after several players made their mark across a number of fixtures this season and we look forward to the winter nets that
After a solid win against NTC in the District Cup, the boys travwill begin in 2020.
elled to Skinners School in Tonbridge. Olamide Sodeke (9T) hit
a massive 6 as the boys totalled 76 runs. The bowling effort
PJF
Gravesend Grammar School
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GGS RUGBY 2019-2020
The new rugby season is just around the corner as we
approach the 2019/20 academic year and the excitement for what is to come is palpable amongst both the
GGS students and staff. I was delighted by the increase
in engagement and participation numbers from our boys
last year, with two or three teams out on Saturdays from
Year 7 through to Year 10. This coming season we will be
putting out three senior sides as we look to provide a
transition year from Year 11 up to the 1st XV. The 2nd XV
returns with 12 games on the calendar, as well as some
specific U16 fixtures against quality opposition such as
Whitgift and Langley Park. We are delighted to provide
all of our students with a high quality fixture list from
September to February (see herein) with up to 17 Saturday fixtures for our U12 to 1st XV teams. See below Calendar Highlights for your diary:
· Senior Rugby (1st XV/2nd XV/U16) Pre Season Camp
29th/30th Aug 2019 @GGS
· First Fixture of the season vs Oakwood Park GS: 1st XVU13 7th Sept 2019
· U12 Training Saturdays: 7th/14th Sept 2019 @GGS
· First U12 Fixture vs Kent College: 21st Sept 2019 @GGS

· House Rugby: 12th Oct 2019 @GGS plus 1st XV vs Langley Park Select 11.30am KO @GGS
· Senior Rugby (1st XV/2nd XV/U16) Tour to Soustons 19th
-23rd Oct 2019
· U16 vs Whitgift School: Floodlit Fixture 6th Dec 2019
@GRFC
· 1st XV vs Kings Rochester: Floodlit Fixture 11th Dec
2019@GRFC
· The Derby vs Dartford GS: 1st XV-U12 14th Dec 2019
· Final fixture of the season vs
Coopers Coburn: 1st XV-U12
8th Feb 2020

I look forward to seeing our
boys take to the field in the
new academic year and to seeing the new and existing players, parents and supporters of
Gravesend Grammar School
rugby.
Mr P Foreman
Head of Rugby

KARATE
I went to Slovakia for the WUKF World Championships

in kumite (fighting). The competition lasted four days
and I had four fights to reach the finals. I fought in the
category for 14-15 year old 55-65kg.
In my first round I fought a Mexican athlete, the second
round was an American, third round was a Romanian
and both the fourth and fifth were again Americans.
In the finals, I lost the fight in the last second with the
other boy scoring a point just before the timer ran out.
The World Championship is a yearly event which takes
place in different countries each year. I have competed
for three years and have medalled in all competitions
but I am still yet to win one. The previous two were Ireland and Scotland and the next destination has not
been announced yet but I am hoping to be selected!
Brandon Lee Spalding 9T
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STAFF V STUDENTS HOCKEY MATCH
At the start of the academic year, the old U16 team started
lobbying for match against the staff. They'd heard the tales of
former glory and wished to have their say in the matter. They
came out regularly to support the U14 pupils in their training,
giving them advice, helping them to play to a higher standard
and contributing to their overall experience. Additionally,
some had come along to their games, not only to give encouragement but to umpire. Their continuous contributions
meant they were worthy challengers..!
So it was that a match was scheduled for final term (postexams). They were confident of fielding a full squad (as many
of them have played for local clubs for the past few years) but
could the staff summon a team that would be worthy opposition? The call went out during a staff meeting and was answered. Two training sessions were hastily organised for
those who had not held a hockey stick for a year (decade?) or
two, so that they could become familiar with the many rule
changes that that taken place. (No-one can accuse the FIH of
sitting still on that point!) Unfortunately, the first session resulted in one injury to a member of staff (DGN) which was a
shame as he had played in the last staff vs student match
many moons ago. Those that attended said they enjoyed it
and even turned up the following week; this was looking
good.

K.Pender was able to make
forays into the staff half,
edging closer to the D, on
the attacker's left wing.
The man-marking went a
little awry and there were
opportunities to be had,
but the ball was moved
away safely to the other
side. Penalty (short) corners were given to both
sides in this quarter but
the defences rose to the
challenge, snuffing out the
golden opportunties. The
photograph below shows
the ball being kicked away by B.Pepper.
The second quarter meant more attacks from the VI. They
were able to by-pass the staff midfield press, especially on
break-aways, or by turning over a stray pass. Both teams
were rotating through their reserve bank of players (as hockey
allows for rolling substitutions). Mr Stanley was able to gather
the ball and distribute with sliding passes that split the VI
lines, but weren't always picked up by the attacking line.

The match day was preceded by some friendly comments.
Many of the Y12 were quick to say how they were going to
celebrate their goals. Staff were warning the VI about their
impending loss. Suffice to say, everyone was keen to play and
perform at their best, though there were some anxious faces
before the game started.

The third quarter saw Mr Foreman move from defensive duties to the front line, supported by deliveries from Mr Rapley.
There was one superb break from the VI, which saw K.Pender
released to run against Cutting (GK). Fortunately, Mr Cutting
ran forward and safely kicked the ball to the side line; a definite chance missed. Miss Kermode ran back trying to cover
against J.Mills later, slipping and losing some skin from her
The teams were as follows:
knuckles on the astro-turf, an occupational hazard on that
Staff: Miss Kermode, Ms Warner, Mrs Moaby, Mr Clements, surface. A high ball thrown in by K.Pender from the side line
Mr Cutting (GK), Mr Dymott, Mr Faux-Bowyer, Mr Foreman, into the D resulted in a short corner to the VI, despite appeals
Mr Haves, Mr Harris, Mr Jesson, Mr Rapley, Mr Stanley, Mr from the staff, though fortunately the defence swept the ball
Turvey, Mr Walter.
clear.
Pupils: B.Pepper (GK-captain), P.Atwal, H.Cross, O.Excell,
F.Gurney, J.Mills, M.Patton, K.Pender, D.Pordage, S.Ratter, The final quarter started with score still at 0-0. Was this going
J.Rolfe, L.Samuel, J.Sangster, R.Singh, J.Soor, C.Tomkinson, to end in a draw? Tired legs were replaced (yet again) on both
C.Uttridge.
sides and renewed efforts went in. The staff won some long
corners at the students’ 25 yard line, with the ball being recycled back and swapping sides. A pushed pass went down the
left to Foreman who drove along the baseline. Pepper (GK)
came out to meet it, moving away to his right post, but a series of deflections sent the ball to the goal mouth where a
waiting Dymott slapped it in. 0-1 to the staff with less than 4
minutes to go in the quarter! The students stepped up their
pace with K.Pender driving on their right side to R.Singh who
pushed hard down the line. Mr Singh tried to tackle him, took
a tumble, but R.Singh found the base-line, and Mr Jesson
swept the ball off the back line resulting in a penalty (short)
The first quarter went the way of the staff, with a strong surge corner to the VI. The injection went out to the top of the D,
into VI territory. Mr Faux-Bowyer found some space and O.Excell took a shot, the staff tried to stop it, but it deflected
managed to squeeze a shot but B.Pepper (GK) was up to the off their sticks towards the goal, Mr Cutting tried to kick the
task, playing regularly as county GK this year. Thereafter, ball away, but R.Singh lifted it over to level the score in the
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STAFF V STUDENTS HOCKEY MATCH
final 60 seconds!
1-1. Full time. Should it be decided by shuttle runs or penalty
flicks? The latter was chosen as Mr Cutting had no experience
of the new techniques used to settle draws. Nervous laughs
were exchanged, but the VI stepped forward first. Excell shot,
scored and celebrated. Mr Singh stepped up, Pepper dived to
his right and watched the ball sail past on his left. (1-1).
J.Soor had a go, trying to shoot high, but Mr Cutting palmed it
over. Mr Faux-Bowyer drove it into the side netting. (1-2).
K.Pender went for the glory shot but wound up hitting the bar,
whilst Mr Stanley put yet another one away into the net. (13). C.Tomkinson took his shot, followed by a student celebration. Mr Harris had his stroke saved, leaving the shoot out at 2
-3 after 4 strokes each. The VI had to score on their next
attempt to stay in. Pepper took off his GK gloves and helmet,
stepping forward as captain to take the shot. Mr Cutting readied himself, waited and then batted away the shot: a save!
The staff had won!

played in the best manner, with respect, as there were some
who had not played much or for a very long time. Whilst the
VI have playing regularly, they have ably demonstrated the
values that the PE department aim for. This particular cohort
have participated at a local club level for a number of seasons
and it is extremely satisfying to see them continuing their
sporting journey, both at GGS and beyond. It was a great way
The whole game was played in a fantastic atmosphere. There to finish the season.
was support from parents for the VI and staff on the side-lines.
The umpiring was rotated and though it was a friendly, it was AS

BOROUGH SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS
GGS continues to field one of the largest teams at this event 4x50m Relay - Years 10+
and, once again, secured wins in every event we entered with Max Owen, Rhys Bonnell, Tom Runting, James Angell - 1st
the following results:
place
50m - years 7-9
David Allen (9D) - 1st, Rishi Rajput (9T) - 3rd, Daniel OIiver
(8F) - 4th, Rhys Jones (9T) - 5th.
Jack Wise (7H) was also competing for GGS and came in a very
credible 8th swimming against students 1 or 2 years older
than him.

Congratulations to all for some great swims, lots of personal
best times and excellent behaviour poolside as always. A special mention to Max and Rishi who attended Prize Giving at
school and then came straight to the pool. Well done to David
Allen who came away with three individual trophies for his
three 1st places and to Tom Runting as he leaves GGS this
year. Tom has represented the School for the last seven years
50m - years 10+
and we are going to miss him. Finally, thank you to Mr Stanley
With GGS swimmers securing five out of the top six places, for coming to support the boys and help out.
this event was particularly good for GGS. James Angell (UC2) 1st, George Wise (10H) - 3rd, Tom Runting (UF1) - 4th, Rhys JLW
Bonnell (UF1) - 5th and Max Owen (10D) - 6th.

100m - 14 years and under
David Allen - 1st and Rhys Jones - 3rd, taking 6 seconds off his
previous best time.

MARBLES possible solution

100m - 16 years and under
Max Owen - 1st
200m - open
David Allen - 1st, Max Owen - 3rd, Rhys Jones - 4th
4x25m Relay - years 7-9
Rhys Jones, Rishi Rajput, Daniel Oliver, David Allen - 1st place
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
FRIDAY, 19TH JULY

END OF TERM 6

Thursday, 15th August
Thursday, 22nd August

A Level Results Day
GCSE Results Day

MONDAY, 2ND SEPTEMBER

STAFF INSET DAY
Year 7 Induction Day
All Students in School (Week 1)
School Photos
6th form Induction Evening
11+ Kent Test
Out of County 11+ Testing

TUESDAY, 3RD SEPTEMBER
Thursday, 12th September

Saturday, 14th September
Monday, 30th September Friday, 4th October
Monday, 7th October
Saturday, 12th October
Monday, 14th October—
Friday, 18th October
Wednesday, 16th October
Thursday, 17th October
Friday, 18th October

Year 8 Normandy Trip
CCF Field Trip
House Rugby
Year 9 Spanish Trip
Houses of Parliament Trip
11+ Results Day
Open Evening 19:00—21:00 (for entry to Year 7 in September 2020)
Open Morning (09:00—11:30)
LAST DAY OF TERM 1

Saturday, 19th October 2019—
Friday, 25th October
Saturday, 19th October—
Wednesday, 23rd October
MONDAY, 4TH NOVEMBER
FRIDAY, 20TH DECEMBER

Yorkshire Walking Trip
Rugby Tour to Soustons
FIRST DAY OF TERM 2 (WEEK 2)
END OF TERM 2

TERM DATES FOR 2019—2020 ARE ALSO
AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE: www.gravesendgrammar.com

TERM DATES FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2019—2020
TERM 1:

Starts: Tuesday, 3rd September 2019
Finishes: Friday, 18th October 2019
TERM 2:
Starts: Monday, 4th November 2019
Finishes: Friday, 20th December 2019
TERM 3:
Starts: Monday, 6th January 2020
Finishes: Friday, 14th February 2020
TERM 4:
Starts: Monday, 24th February 2020
Finishes: Friday, 3rd April 2020
TERM 5:
Starts: Monday, 20th April 2020
(Bank Holiday— FRIDAY, 8th May)
Finishes: Friday, 22nd May 2020
TERM 6:
Starts: Monday, 1st June 2020
Finishes: Tuesday, 21st July 2020
Summer Holiday: Starts Wednesday, 22nd July 2020—Finishes Monday, 31st August 2020
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