
Supplementary Information Booklet
September 2021

Gravesend Grammar School
Gravesend, Kent

Gravesend Grammar School is part of the The Decus Educational Trust

• Respect  •  Hard Work  •  Friendship  •  Exploration 



2

•  Respect  •  Hard Work  •  Friendship  • Exploration 

Welcome

I am very proud to be the Headteacher of Gravesend Grammar School. I have spent over 20 years at the school as a
teacher and a leader and I am passionate that our traditional values are upheld in a modern context.

This last year has presented the School with a significant challenge in the form of Coronavirus. As would be expected,
the teachers staff stepped up to the challenge and created online resources so that we would not lose the continuity
of education going into this next academic year. Equally the students were magnificent and under this most surreal of
circumstances continued their studies in a remote environment.

My own expectations for the School are very high and I believe that students achieve through respect, hard work,
friendship and exploration. These core values will be at the heart of everything that we do to ensure the very high
academic standards continue. Our academic achievements are exceptionally high at both GCSE and A-level creating a
gateway to the next steps in their lives. The next step is usually University although some choose high end or graduate
apprenticeships.

Whilst the primary focus is to achieve high academic standards, I believe that a broad and rich curriculum is essential
in creating well rounded individuals who can confidently take on the next phase of their lives, and which provides a
balance to the demands of a rigorous academic curriculum.

My mission is a relatively simple one in that we must do everything we can to ensure that all our students make
progress that enables them to be successful in later life. We also provide clear opportunities for teachers and support
staff to excel and for all to add significant value to this institution.

As a selective school we are fortunate to be educating students who have high aspirations and have a strong
commitment and loyalty to the School. In return, we provide a high quality teaching environment and opportunities
and challenges for all of our students.

To keep updated with the latest developments at the School, please refer to our website, newsletter and Twitter feed.

I am looking forward to working with as many of you as I can and hope that we are able to meet your aspirations.

Malcolm Moaby
Headteacher

Malcolm Moaby BEd (Hons), Headteacher
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Admissions

Overview

Children eligible for entry to Gravesend Grammar School will have been assessed “selective” following the 

Kent assessment procedure for entry into grammar school. This year, parents will not know the outcome of 

the assessment before they submit their Secondary School Common Application Form (SCAF). On the SCAF, 

parents list, in preference order, the six schools they would like their child to attend and Kent LEA will 

allocate to them the highest available school on that list. To apply for a place at our school, parents must 

include us as one of their preferences. Gravesend Grammar School does not have its own entrance tests for 

admission to Year 7 nor does it require a supplementary admissions form except for children in receipt of 

pupil premium.

How places are allocated at Gravesend Grammar School

Each year, Gravesend Grammar School has more applications than there are places available. Therefore, we

rank applicants. Those occupying the highest positions are awarded places. Positions on the ranked list are

determined by the following criteria in the order they appear.

1. Children who are in Local Authority Care.

2. Children whose mental or physical impairment means they have a demonstrable and significant

need to attend a particular school.

3. Children who have a brother (or sister in the 6th Form) who will be attending the school when the

applicant joins.

4. Children who have a parent who is a member of staff.

5. Children who live within the Borough of Gravesham.

6. Children who live within the civil parishes of Ash-cum-Ridley, Bean, Fawkham, Hartley, Longfield and

New Barn, Southfleet, Swanscombe and Greenhithe and Stansted.

7. Children who live within the civil parishes of Stone, Darenth, Horton Kirby and South Darenth, Cliffe

and Cliffe Woods.

Boys in receipt of pupil premium are ranked highest within each criterion.

Appeals

Parents will be informed of the school allocated to them in March 2021. They are entitled to appeal to

schools on their SCAF that they were not offered places at. Individual schools arrange independent appeal

panels to hear parents' cases at various times between April and July.

A comprehensive guide to admissions (including the Pupil Premium supplementary form) can be found at

https://gravesendgrammar.com/information/joining-our-school/

http://www.gravesendgrammar.com/
https://gravesendgrammar.com/information/joining-our-school/
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What uniform will my child need?

Year 7

What uniform will my son need?

Formal Black shoes
Black socks
Black trousers - no jeans/chinos
White or blue shirt
House tie (Cliff – Blue, Downs – Gold, Fleet – White, Hill – Green, School – Purple, Town – Red)
Black blazer with school badge sewn on.
Black or dark grey ‘V’ neck jumper can be worn underneath the blazer in the winter.

PE Uniform

PE lessons can take place both indoors and outdoors.  Below is the kit that your son will need, 
depending on the lesson.  He will be advised what is needed by the teacher:

Rugby/football boots
Trainers
Appropriate black socks (generally outside games activities require long socks, eg. Rugby, Hockey,

Football etc)
Black shorts
House reversible rugby jersey
House polo shirt
Shin pads and gum shield 
In the event of colder weather plain coloured thermal under layers are permitted.

Cricket whites can be worn for cricket lessons but are not a necessary purchase unless 
representing the School.

House tie, House polo, House rugby jersey and blazer badge can all be purchased from the Sewing 
Shop located in Gravesend. Black socks and shorts as well as additional non essential extra 
curricular kit can be purchased through the school kit shop https://www.vx-3.com/product-
category/gravesend-grammar/.  Further details are available from the PE Department.

In addition, the PTA run a recycled uniform service. For more information about availability of
sizes contact the PTA via enquiries@gravesendgrammar.com.
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Here is what Year 7s thought of their first term at GGS

Amrit P

I felt comfortable within a week; I knew where to go, made friends and got to know the teachers. I enjoy
the independent tasks in the 78+ and have written about pollution issues in Geography.

Florian N

Everyone has been really friendly and helpful, even the older boys. It made settling in easy. I’m looking
forward to more rugby and cooking lessons.

Omar E-K

It was easy to settle in, the older boys helped. Work gradually gets harder but at a pace where you get
used to it. I’m really looking forward to going on summer camp.

Theo L

Making the effort to talk to people made life easier. I was worried about rugby but really enjoy it. We
have won our first two games.

NoahW

I enjoyed getting to know new people and making friends. I’m looking forward to more practical lessons
that we did not get to do in primary school such as Art, Engineering and Cooking.

Lewis W

If you make the effort, making friends is easy. Teachers are really helpful. Cooking and using Bunsen
burners in Science have been fun. It’smore challenging than primary school – but in a good way!

Kai S-A

I was worried about getting lost and needed a few days to get used to it. I really enjoy playing rugby on a
Saturday morning.

Prem M

I was worried about getting lost but it’s easy to find your way around. I’m looking forward to finding out
just how good I can be.

Zak S

Once you know the room numbers, finding your way is easy. I was surprised by my test scores and look
forward to getting even better.

Daniel G

I was scared about the amount of homework and meeting deadlines but it hasn’t been a problem. I’m
looking forward to rugby.

•  Respect  •  Hard Work  •  Friendship  • Exploration 
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Key Stage 3

The two-year Key Stage 3 experience aims to build relationships and skills which prepare the students
for the rigour and challenge that schooling presents. The curriculum retains a traditional academic core
centred on Maths, English, Science, Humanities and Language. This is broadened and enhanced by
innovative and creative elements such as Creative Exploration (CREX) and Engineering to develop the
wider attributes required of 21st Century students. A highly developed PSHE program deals with a
range of pertinent issues which may impact young people's lives outside the academic context.

Students in the lower school are encouraged to get involved beyond the prescribed school curriculum
through the 78+ program which focuses on participation in a range of whole school and extracurricular
activities; engagement in independent learning outside of the classroom; and expanding the students
horizons and thinking around contemporary issues.

Key Stage 4

In Key Stage 4 students study GCSE courses in English Language & Literature, Mathematics, Biology,
Chemistry and Physics, one Humanity and Spanish or French. Additionally there is a non‐examined core
programme, comprising physical education, a broader course in Politics and Philosophy, PSHE,
Citizenship, and Careers Guidance. The form period, or pastoral programme, is established within the
normal school timetable and further supports our endeavour to prepare all of our students for life in
the ever‐changing world. In their options, students must choose either Geography or History for their
Humanity option. They then have two further options to choose from a range of subjects which also
includes History and Geography.

Key Stage 5

In the 6th form students will study three or four academic A Levels, from a wide range of different
subjects, taking their A Level exams at the end of Year 13. Our A Level curriculum is deliberately
demanding; we are fortunate to have highly experienced and specialist subject staff teaching our A
Levels. Students have a mix of directed study periods and private study periods together with clearly
signposted independent study resources on our online Independent Learning Portal to help them
develop the independence they need to be successful at both A level and beyond. Throughout the 6th
form students will also follow pastoral and enrichment programmes, and we also operate an extensive
careers and UCAS guidance programme, with staff supporting students in their applications to their
next stages of education or career. At present the subject offer is as follows; Art, Ancient History,
Biology, Business, Chemistry, Computer Science, Economics, English Literature, French, Geography,
History, Mathematics, Further Mathematics, Physics, Physical Education, Politics, Psychology, Spanish
and Theatre Studies.

What will my son study at Gravesend Grammar School? 
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How does the school keep us informed of 
our child’s progress?

GCSE AND A LEVEL RESULTS 2020

The School will keep you informed about your child’s progress in a number of ways:

• 3 grade cards per year

• 1 parents’ consultation

• 1 report card

Parents can at any stage  request a meeting with the class teacher to discuss progress. The Homework 
Diary can be used to communicate with the class teacher.  Alternatively, you can email your son’s tutor 
using the contact details on our website, www.gravesendgrammar.com.

GCSE
The GCSE examination results over the last three years have shown a continued improvement in both
attainment and progress across a range of subjects.
The proportion of entries gaining a Level 7 (equivalent to a grade A or above) or better has improved from
50% to 55% in all GCSEs that were examined. The overall attainment score has been maintained around a
level 7 whilst our Progress 8 score has continued to increase and is considered ‘significantly above average’
when compared nationally with other Schools.
The GGS curriculum is broad and balanced and is designed around the rigorous English Baccalaureate with
many opportunities to explore your interests and passions. To achieve the EBacc, students need to attain
good grades in English, Maths, Science, a humanity and a language. The percentage of students attaining the
EBacc has grown over the last three years from 87% to 97%.

A Level
The A level results over the last three years have held up as we have successfully navigated through the many
changes to A levels that are now embedded. The number of students adding value to their two years in the
sixth form by studying a fourth A level, EPQ or Core Maths in addition to the standard three A levels has
significantly increased over the last three years and these students have seen great success.
The proportion of students achieving A* to C grades has increased over the last three years for 75% to 86%
which is pleasing. Our main aim is to maximise the progress of students and we have implemented a number
of changes over the last two years to further do so; as such we anticipate even strong results moving
forwards.
We have a large and thriving sixth form that allows us to offer a wide range of subjects from the ever popular
STEM subjects to the more niche offerings such as Art and Ancient History. Most of our students go onto
study at university for which preparation begins in the middle part of year 12. We also support students
choosing alternative routes such as school leaver work programmes and apprenticeships.

All our results data are available on the School website – www.gravesendgrammar.com

•  Respect  •  Hard Work  •  Friendship  • Exploration 
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Breakfast Club
Breakfast is available in the Canteen between 07:30 and 08:20.

Extra Curricular Activities
There is a huge array of activities offered after school and at lunchtimes to enrich the students’ curriculum.
Sport, music and drama feature heavily on the programme but there are also more diverse opportunities
such as learning Russian, cooking and the popular Medical and Law Societies to name but a few. The School
has exceptional facilities boasting a sports hall, fitness suite, dance studio, drama theatre, cooking room and
a music recording studio to help deliver our extra-curricular activities.

Academic Revision Classes

Subject staff are available to offer homework advice and guidance, stretch and challenge in most subjects.

CCF

The Duke of Edinburgh's Award

We offer opportunities to take part in the Bronze, Silver and Gold Duke of Edinburgh's Award. This is very 
popular and we try to accommodate all who want to participate. Participants are required to complete a 
number of sections: Physical, Skills, Volunteering, Expedition and Residential (Gold only). Participants plan, 
train for and complete an unaccompanied, self-reliant expedition with an agreed aim. For our students, this 
can take place in the Kentish countryside (Bronze), Sussex countryside (Silver) or the Peak District and 
Dartmoor (Gold).

• Athletics • Badminton • Basketball • CREX (art, music and drama) • Cricket •
Debating  • Football • Golf • Guitar • Gymnastics •  Hockey • Rugby • 
Languages • Pottery • Samba Drumming • School Band • Swimming • 

Table Tennis • Tennis • Ultimate Frisbee • Young Writers

Extra-curricular Activities

Gravesend Grammar School has a Combined
Cadets Force affiliated to the Royal Navy.
Students in Year 9 and above may apply to join.
They learn teamwork, discipline, and new skills
– for example, by visiting Plymouth to learn fire
fighting, and more.
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Does the school go on outings or visits?
Visits, both local and more distant, are a valuable part of education. Parents will always be given advance
details of a visit. Each year, Curriculum Development Week aims to enrich students’ learning by offering
learning in larger blocks of time or by experiencing activities out of their ‘comfort zone’ – from Year 7 camp in
the Ashdown Forest to Stock Market Challenge in the 6th form. In the last academic year, KS3 outings have
included:

•Residential trip to Normandy
• Pantomime at the Woodville Halls
• Ultimate Frisbee, Wolverhampton

• Jack the Ripper Tour, London
• Twickenham – rugby tournament

• Recorder Festival, Gravesend
• Geography visit to Reculver

• Summer Camp, Ashdown Forest
• St Paul’s Cathedral and Science Museum
• Residential trip to Tossa de Mar, Spain

• Ski Trip

The School may ask parents for voluntary contributions towards activities in school time eg educational visits.
These contributions are voluntary. However, if voluntary contributions for a particular activity are not enough
to make it financially viable, the School may have to exercise its right to cancel the activity for the whole class
or group of pupils involved. We recognise the enrichment that such visits provide for our students and we
endeavour to keep the costs as low as possible.

Snails in France Skiing in Italy Sponsored Walk Gravesend Cern in Switzerland

•  Respect  •  Hard Work  •  Friendship  • Exploration 
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Principles of Behaviour

School Ethos

The School is a community which values all individuals. Adults consistently act as role models for pupils
and the positive relationships which exist between staff and pupils are based on genuine mutual respect.
Pupils are encouraged to show respect for others’ feelings, values and beliefs. There are consistently high
expectations of behaviour implicit in the School’s values and culture. The discipline policy is designed to
develop a positive attitude of self-discipline amongst all students. It assumes that all members of the
School community act primarily from goodwill towards the members of the community. There are a
limited number of necessary school rules to support the dress code and school routine. The principles by
which behaviour is judged, based on the School motto ‘Consule Cunctis’ (take thou thought for everyone),
are displayed in every classroom. This means students must always allow others to work, they must
always allow teachers to teach and must show respect and courtesy to all other members of the
community.

Aims

We aim to promote good behaviour, self-discipline and respect; prevent bullying; ensure that pupils
complete assigned work and to apply a consistent approach to behaviour management.

Rewards and Punishments

Behaviour is best modified positively by reward or motivation, rather than punishment, so the latter will
be applied at the minimum level possible to be effective. Teachers are encouraged to offer praise
wherever possible. Teacher disapproval will usually be the appropriate punishment but more serious
offences will receive stronger action and may be dealt with by Heads of School or their Assistants.
Sanctions should always be graded, increasing in severity for more serious issues.

Bullying in School

The School is aware of the possibility of physical, verbal and cyber bullying and treats any incidents
seriously and effectively. The School will investigate every report of bullying and at the very least keep a
record of this centrally. Any report of bullying by a student will be taken seriously and the student will
always be listened to, no matter how frequently he complains. The action will depend on assessment of
the individual situation, as outlined in the School bullying policy. A statement on bullying appears in every
classroom asking students to report any case of suspected bullying to an appropriate adult.

Behaviour
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Is my child safe?

The School follows the ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’ guidelines from the Department for Education.
Mr Fotheringham is the Safeguarding Lead and there are 6 other safeguarding officers.

If you are worried about the safety of any child, you can report it to the school via the safeguarding officers.
This will be handled confidentially and staff are well-trained in referral pathways and keeping children safe.

Every adult that works in the School has safeguarding training annually and new staff have it as part of their
induction. If your child has any concerns, they should be encouraged to discuss it with any adult in the
School.

The Student Support Team are non-teachers who are here solely for the welfare of the students at
Gravesend Grammar School. They pride themselves on the relationships they build with parents and
students.

James Fotheringham
Designated Safeguarding Lead

Trained Safeguarding Personnel
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About us

Gravesend Grammar School

Church Walk, Gravesend, Kent DA12 2PR

w: gravesendgrammar.com

e: enquiries@gravesendgrammar.com

t: 01474 331893
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Follow us on Twitter 
and LinkedIn


