
The sympathies of the whole community 
of Gravesend Grammar School are with 
the families who have been affected so 
tragically by the attacks in Manchester, 
at an event frequented by so many 
young people.  Concert goers would have 
had a joyous evening listening to their 
idol—what a shame it ended in such a 
barbaric way.  We understand how dev-
astating the death of young people can 
be on the wider community, as well as 
on the families who are going through 
unimaginable suffering. 
 
As more victims are identified, more 
communities, including a number of edu-
cational establishments across the North 
of England, are having to deal with death 
and injury to people they know and love.  
Some crumbs of comfort to emerge from 
this tragedy are gestures of support for 
victims from across the civilised world 
and the solidarity shown by the people 
of Manchester. Thankfully, it appears 
that so far the temptation to indulge in 
retribution has been avoided and that 
out of spite and cruelty has come com-
passion and support.  The Headteacher 
of an Islamic High School in Manchester 
was very articulate in saying that terror-
ism ’doesn’t belong to us’. It can only be 
hoped that this is not the precursor of 
other attacks that will leave children or-
phaned or parents mourning. 
 
At the time of writing, the Government 
has just moved our terrorist status from 
‘Severe’ to ‘Critical’; advice from Govern-
ment indicates that accessing public ven-
ues is likely to be more difficult as search 
regimes are increased.   
 
Until such point as official advice is not to 
go on educational visits to, for example, 
London, we will continue to do so but 
bearing mind possible delays we will do 
everything possible to ensure efficient 
communication over return times and 
any hold-ups. 
 

When the last 
newsletter was 
published 
the General 
Election had 
not been called.   

 
Now it has been we can expect Educa-
tion to feature as a key feature in the 
plans of all the major parties.  Two of the 
parties have already made pledges for 
more funding; plans to make changes to 
the National Funding Formula are now 
on hold and the Prime Minister is still 
keen on expanding the opportunities 
offered by grammar schools.  Interesting 
times!  Whatever happens all schools 
need a boost to their budgets to cover 
the increasing costs of providing educa-
tion.  The alternative is further reduc-
tions in choice, bigger classes and fewer 
teachers available to facilitate learning. 
 
Many of you will remember the case of a 
parent taking the issue of a fine imposed 
for the absence of his daughter from 

school during term time, successfully to 
the High Court.  Recently, the Supreme 
Court has overturned the previous judge-
ment in favour of Mr Platt.  Their deci-
sion has clarified the legal situation and 
reinforced what the law intended, which  
is that school attendance during term-

time, is obligatory.   
 
The judgement also deals with what reg-
ular attendance means.  This is not some 
sort of percentage, but means attending 
when the rules say you should attend.  
Any unauthorised absence entitles the 
issue of a penalty notice leading to a fine 
and ultimately, in the event of non-
payment, an appearance before Magis-
trates.  We are very fortunate that the 
parent body at Gravesend Grammar 
School are very responsible and take the 
education of their children very serious-
ly, so this is a route of last resort. 
 
Schools have always had the flexibility to 
authorise absences in special circum-
stances and this will of course continue 
so that when there is a genuine need for 
young people to be away from school in 
term-time, it can be authorised. 
 
We are now well into the external exam 
season.  There will be a many students 
and parents who are feeling the pressure 
at the moment, but remember it will be 
over in a few weeks and a restful Sum-
mer awaits for many.  In the meantime 
we have offered the following advice to 
our Year 11 boys: 
1.Eat and sleep properly. Get 
    enough rest prior to the exam. 
2.Exams are a marathon – not a sprint – 

pace yourself. 
3.Read the FULL QUESTION and answer 

all the required questions. 
4,Think before you commit to paper. You 

only get marks for what you actually 
write.  

5.Allocate your time appropriately. Ap-
proximately a mark a minute. Check 
your work if you have time. 

 
I wish all our candidates good fortune, 
although I am sure those who are well-
prepared will not need any further inter-
vention. 
 
GSW 
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STAFF NEWS 
We say goodbye, thank you and good 

luck for the future to Mr Gray who 

leave us at the end of term. 

HEAD STUDENT REPORT 
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SUMMER UNIFORM 

Students may wear summer uniform with 

effect from Wednesday, 24th May until 

the end of Term 6.  When returning in 

September, they should return wearing 

full uniform. 

The rules for summer uniform are: 

 You may wear a shirt but no blazer in 
School, as well as to and from School.  

 You must wear a tie on your journey 
to and from School but not otherwise.  

 If you choose not to wear summer 
uniform, then you must continue to wear 
the full uniform, ie blazer and tie.  No 
other form of dress is acceptable.  

 If you do wear summer uniform, the 
top button of your shirt should be undone 
when not wearing your tie.  

 Whatever you wear, your shirt 
should be tucked into your trousers! 

The past few weeks have been very 
busy, with students in the higher years 
preparing for and sitting GCSEs and A 
Levels, and the forthcoming weeks will 
continue to be an important time for 
some students. Year 13 will soon be 
entering their last few days at GGS, 
and on behalf of all of the Head Stu-
dent team I wish them the very best of 
luck with whatever they have chosen 
to do post sixth form; no doubt we will 
see some Year 13s back next year talk-
ing about what it's like living on pot 
noodles at university. 

In our short time as Head Student 
team, we have been to a number of 
successful events; the first of which 
being Senior Prize Giving. As always it 
is rewarding to see how many people 
truly thrive at GGS and recognise aca-
demic achievement within the upper 
school. The insightful words from Dr 
David Doddington also gave students 
ideas to think about. The Head Stu-

dent team were also glad to be in-
volved with the school play, the Re-
turn to the Forbidden Planet, and it 
was great to see how many students 
from the Lower School were taking 
part.  

Over the next few weeks and after the 
exam period, there are a number of 
charity events in which we will be 
playing a role; Joe and the charity 
team are keen to promote Ben’s day 
which is happening on 28th May at 
GGS, in aid of the Forget-Me-Not 
Foundation. If you are interested in 
taking part you can register at 
www.bensfoundation.co.uk. 

I am very much looking forward to the 
coming year and on behalf of all the 
students, I would like to wish everyone 
sitting their exams the best of luck. 

LM 

PARKING—PINE AVENUE 
We would ask parents dropping off students and students who park in 
Pine Avenue to do so considerately.  Please do not park in front of or 
block driveways and please make sure that there is room for traffic to 
flow safely.  If you are parked on the pavement and cause an obstruc-
tion, you could be prosecuted.  We have been notified that residents of 
Pine Avenue have requested more frequent visits by Traffic Attendants.  

Describing the appeal of doing a marathon to 
someone who doesn't run is like trying to 
describe a colour to a blind person. Many of 
my friends, quite rightly, questioned my rea-
soning in wanting to run 26.2 miles around 
London's streets. The aching muscles, the 
long hours of training, the time management. 
In fact, one particularly considerate friend 
offered to pay me to not run the marathon, 
for my own wellbeing! 

This being said, I am one of those people who 
takes pleasure in running such great lengths, 
and that is why I have set myself this chal-
lenge.  

I aim to run the London Marathon in 2018, 
with the most important thing here being 
that I also look to raise £3000 for the charity 
Young Epilepsy whilst doing so. The non-
uniform day this term was for Young Epilepsy, 
and the incredible £978.37 raised goes to-
wards my fund. I'm extremely grateful for the 
money raised, as it means that, on top of 
other fundraising, I'm now over a third of the 

way towards that £3000 goal already. 

I suppose the really important question here 
is where is all your money going - why Young 
Epilepsy? I myself am epileptic, and could 
melodramatically go on with an X-Factor-
esque sob story of restless nights and torrid 
times. I won't, however, because I try to look 
at the broader picture here. My condition, 
whilst no doubt a hindrance and unwelcome, 
is controlled by medication. I think more of 
the young epileptics out there who are having 
thirty seizures a day. I think more of those 
who have tried every type of medication out 
there and yet nothing is working. They're the 
people who this money will truly benefit. The 
charity obviously puts a lot of these funds 
into epilepsy research, but also key is raising 
awareness. As the name may suggest, the 
charity focuses a great deal on helping and 
supporting children with epilepsy, and often 
representatives come into schools in order to 
raise awareness of the disease.   

All in all, I think it's a great charity and that's 

why I decided to run the marathon for it. As I 
said earlier, I'm incredibly grateful for the 
money raised on non-uniform day, and look 
to keep steadily raising funds in the months 
to come. There are a few other events com-
ing up in support of the cause, including a 
quiz night, with more details following short-
ly. My Virgin Money Giving Page is here if you 
would like to donate or find out 
more: http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
JoePaternoster . 

Also, congratulations to Mr Fall on com-
pleting the London Marathon this year, rais-
ing an incredible amount of money for the 
charity Mind! 

Joe Paternoster UT3 

The Charity Team - Becky, Beth, Masum, Joe 

  

CHARITY 

http://www.bensfoundation.co.uk
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Exam season is upon us, but year 12 also need to be thinking about their plans for after 6th Form. Now is 
a key time for university open days and so if you haven’t booked any up yet, start planning them in. 
Each student is allowed up to three days out of school to attend open days, and several universities 
have open days at the weekend too. In addition to open days there are also lots of taster courses on 
offer, many of which are free. Taster courses are a great opportunity to test out a particular subject ar-
ea to confirm if you want to study it at degree level. I recommend the London Taster Courses as a good 
start point, browse available courses and book online: http://www.london.ac.uk/tasters.html 

There are a few remaining places on the Year 12 trip to the 
UCAS Exhibition. This is an excellent opportunity to re-
search university choices as there are representatives from 
the majority of UK universities in attendance. Please make 
your payment to the Finance Office as soon as possible as 
places are now limited. 

I have spoken to a number of year 12 students who are 
considering the degree apprenticeship route. This is a great 
way to earn a degree in your chosen field without incurring 
the cost of tuition fees but there are some other important 
aspects to consider too. Although degree apprenticeships are increasing, they are still far fewer in num-

ber than places at university and so are likely to be very competi-
tive. Students wanting to improve their chances will need to look 
for ways to gain transferrable skills and experience through volun-
teering, holiday work experience or taking on positions of respon-
sibility in school. The degree subject offered through the appren-
ticeship and work context should also be carefully researched as 
this is likely to be a narrower field to commit to than the tradition-
al degree route. Don’t forget that you can also apply for both uni-

versity places (through UCAS) and to apprenticeships in parallel. This will both keep your options open 
for longer and give you more opportunity to research and compare what is on offer. 

Six years ago we passed our final stage assessment to achieve the full Investors in Careers  
award, demonstrating our commitment to and delivery of high quality careers infor-
mation education advice and guidance. This year we are due for our second reassess-
ment which will take place on 11th July. We continue to be committed to delivering a ca-
reers programme that meets the stringent standards of the Investor in Careers award 
and have continued to evaluate our activities and develop new ones to meet the needs of 
our students and changing statutory requirements. 

Jenny Douse 

Careers  

(dousej@gravesendgrammar.eu ) 

Careers News 
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YEAR 9  BUSINESS & ECONOMICS SPEAKING COMPETITION 

On Tuesday 28th March all Year 9 stu-
dents attended the final of a public 
speaking competition organised for 
Year 9 Business & Economics stu-
dents. The audience of 180 students 
was daunting enough for the com-
petitors to face but the judging panel 
(Mr Wybar, Mr Fotheringham and Mr 
Deamer) added even more pressure 
to the students.  

The students had been tasked with 
researching, preparing and delivering 
a speech convincing their audience of 
a particular viewpoint. The topics 
provided an opportunity for the stu-
dents to investigate current issues 
and put forward a clear, one-sided 
argument outlining their opinion on 
the matter. 
 
The available topics were:  
1. The voting age should be lowered 

to 16; 
2. Setting up a business straight 

from school is preferable to going 

on to higher education ; 
3. Immigration is beneficial to the  
     UK and should be encouraged. 
 
After preliminary heats in lessons 
one group of speakers was put 
through from each class to take part 
in the year group event. The finalists 
all presented strong arguments and 
had clearly put in a great deal of 
effort researching their evidence and 
practicing delivery. Delivering a 
speech to such a large audience is a 
hugely challenging task for anyone 
let alone 13 and 14 year olds and 
Thomas Farrin, Finley Pavey, Scott 
Parker, Thomas Davies, Karam Khai-
ra, Jayson Bhadare and Baran 
Ramsubhag should all be congratu-
lated on the confidence and poise 
they showed when delivering their 
speeches. 
 
The unexpected element for the stu-
dents to face was questioning from 
the judges to challenge their view-
points and knowledge of the current 
economic, political, business and le-
gal issues relating to their sugges-
tions. These questions generated 
some heated debate between the 
students and judging panel who had 
a very different viewpoint on some of 
the issues raised by the students. The 
maturity shown in dealing with such 
questioning and the challenging ar-

guments posed by Heads of School 
was brilliant to see and was probably 
the highlight of the event for the au-
dience.  
 
All students who took part in the 
competition should be made aware 
of the fact that this process will hold 
them in good stead moving forward 
with their education and future ca-
reers. The ability to stand up and 
confidently speak to an audience is 
an incredibly useful skill to have and 
one of the most difficult to obtain.  
 
After much deliberation from the 
judges they agreed on Scott Parker 
(9D) as the winner for his passion in 
arguing that setting up a business 
straight from school is preferable to 
going on to higher education. 

 
JEP 
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MATHS CHALLENGE 
Prove that: 

x9  - 6x7 + 9x5 - 4x3 

is divisible by 27 
(when x is any positive integer) 

 
Answer on back page 

GOING BANANAS FOR BREAKFAST! 
Over 50 Y11 students took ad-
vantage of an early morning revi-
sion session before their English 
exam —on offer, apart from the 
invaluable advice from their 
teachers, were bananas—it is 
said bananas make you smarter 
and help with learning by making 
you more alert. Eat a banana be-
fore an exam to benefit from the 
high levels of potassium! 

  



RETURN TO THE FORBIDDEN PLANET 
With the unexpected illness of producer, Mrs Lee-Grey, it was left to Mr Annable, Mrs Dunne and Mrs Pedler to ensure that the 
show must go on.  Following hours of rehearsals in the months leading up to the production, students put in many hours prac-
tising on rehearsal day, polishing their roles and producing three creditable performances of Return to the Forbidden Planet, 
with energetic routines for well-known and well-loved ‘golden oldies’, played by our accomplished musicians.  A huge thank 
you to everyone involved—from 1st Northfleet Scouts for their donation of the scaffold tower and to others who donated 
props, Alice Dunne for assisting with choreography and rehearsals and to both Mayfield Grammar School and Northfleet School 
for Girls for their casting assistance, and to all GGS students who gave their all to ensure the show did, indeed, go on.  Thanks 
also to the PTA and members of staff who manned the bar. 

There was an excellent ensemble perfor-
mance, as is so often the case, from the 
team behind this show.  Although 
starting slowly, the movement of the 
cast become quicker and slicker across 
the performances as did the together-
ness of the ensemble pieces. 

In a musical, the band are key!  This mu-
sical ensemble were outstanding.  In 

time, and on time with the actors on 
stage, they struck a great balance be-
tween support and being the centre of 
attention.  The quality of the individual 
musicianship and the band as a whole 
lifted the performance. 

Jamie Cross gave a mature and some-
times commanding performance as Cap-
tain Tempest, occasionally under testing 

circumstances. Patrick Dixon’s Dr Pros-
pero attained a realistic balance be-
tween inspired madness and the slightly 
sinister.  Whilst small of stature, the Bo-
sun as portrayed by Thomas Menasse, 
managed to use the range and depth of 
his voice to become a suitably domi-
nating character. 

GSW 

The School’s Recorder Club recently participated in the annual Thameside Music 
Association Recorder Festival at St George's Church in April. We are the only 
secondary school that participates and the many primary schools that send their 
recorder clubs to perform really appreciate GGS being involved. The experience 
was great as we were able to perform with confidence and we contributed to-
gether as a team. Everyone had a great time. While walking to St George's 
Church, some of us were feeling a little bit nervous because it was their first time 
doing the Festival. Everyone supported each other so we never felt uncomforta-
ble. The performance was in the evening and all of us found it a good experience 
even though it was scary.  The Recorder Club meets in the new Music studios 
from 1:20 to 1:40 pm every Monday and Wednesday and beginners are very 
welcome.  Our next performance will be at the Summer Festival.    

Jordan Giannasi 7D and Anthony Morgan 7S 

RECORDER CLUB 
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We (Adam Clewes (8F), Matthew 
Stibbons (8C), Matyi Fulmer (8D) 
and Arjun Juty (8H)) travelled by 
minibus to the University of Kent 
in Canterbury.  When we arrived, 
we had an introduction and were 
given the run down of the day.  

All students, from all schools, 
went to a lab to complete our 
first group experiment.  It was 
called 'Murder in Salterstown'. 
Percival Macsalter was murdered 
in a cloakroom and we had to 
work out who had killed him. We 
were in pairs for this challenge 
but we could confer at the end.  

One pair had to work out which same powder was on the sus-
pect as the victim; the other was using chromatography to 
work out which ink stain was on the victim as well as the sus-
pects. We worked out that the killer was Oliver Macsalter.  

After lunch, we had our second challenge from the University. 
We were working in pairs again but did not have to confer as 
we were doing two separate things. One was trying to find the 
most dense substance and then make a rainbow with that 
information. Another was using fruit as batteries to power 
metals and finding the best combination. After, all the stu-
dents went to the lecture theatre to watch and participate in a 
liquid nitrogen show called 'Cool Science'. It was really inter-
esting and informative. Finally, there was the prize giving—
sadly, we didn’t win this year. 

Adam Clewes 8F  

SALTERS’ FESTIVAL OF CHEMISTRY 

In Term 5, Year 7 students have been involved in some charity work for 
the disease Leprosy. Leprosy is an infectious disease that causes severe 
skin sores and nerve damage in the upper and lower body. It is caused 
by a slow-growing type of bacteria called Mycobacterium Leprae. It has 
affected 180,000 people worldwide and this number is growing. The 
children were asked to go away and raise as much money as possible 
so this could be donated to the charity,  Lepra. Lepra is a UK-based 
international charity which works to beat Leprosy. Between 2014 and 
2015, Lepra reached 279,900 people through diagnosis, treatment and 
care. They have reached a further 2.3 million people through health 
education to help raise awareness of such diseases. Our Year 7 stu-
dents have been very supportive in raising money for this charity. They 
did this in a variety of ways such as bake sales, raffles and even a spon-
sored silence! The whole year group took part in a ZUMBA fitness 
workout. ZUMBA is a series of exercised-based dance routines to Latin 
music. They really enjoyed this and it definitely got them working. The enthusiasm was fantastic! 

The total amount raised is not yet known but is believed to be over £1500. Well done Year 7!    FSK 

Judah Chike-Michael 8T was part of a team of young people who  
achieved top place in a Bible Knowledge Competition for the Pathfinder 
Bible Experience Competition Finals, held in the USA.  His team quali-
fied for the Chicago testing after winning at local, regional and national 
level in the UK. They competed with participants from around the 
world (including Spain, France, Canada, Jamaica) and he was one of 
those who represented the British Union. 

The Pathfinder Club is a scheme where youths are taught life skills and 
biblical morals and principles. 

Judah and his team excelled themselves coming in joint first place with 
a few other teams but with an impressive 167/170 points.  

YEAR 7 CHARITY ZUMBA! 

CHICAGO-BOUND 
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Over the May bank holiday weekend a group of over twenty Year 9 and 10 students went on a French visit to Normandy. After 
an over eight-hour journey it was great to finally get to the Château, and everyone was surprised to see how big it was. On the 
first day, we went on a visit to the market in Bayeux to do a market challenge. We were divided into groups and we had to 
make lunch and a dessert. With the lunch a partial success, we went back out to Bayeux to visit the tapestry depicting the 
events of 1066. After, we went back in the town to do an apprentice style challenge, meaning we were able to go and see the 
sights. Day two was a history day visiting the German and American cemeteries and the front line from the D-Day landings 
where we saw the beach and the machines. We left on the Monday and made a stop at a bakery where we were able to cook 
some baguettes, which were truly amazing. We arrived back at the school late at night and everyone was extremely tired, but 
it was a fantastic trip; I hope to go there next year. 
Kieran Parrott 10H 

On 22nd May 2017, 26 KS4 French students travelled to Normandy in France for a weekend. After a fairly rough ferry crossing – 
and a 6-hour coach journey – we arrived at our accommodation for the evening, Le Château du Molay (which was a large 
house). The next day, we visited Bayeux – and completed “The Market Challenge.” We had a budget of €3 per person and had 
to travel around the market and purchase food to prepare for lunch. After this, we went back to Bayeux to see the famous Ba-
yeux Tapestry and complete a series of challenges loosely based on “The Apprentice.” On the Sunday – we visited the German 
and American WWII cemeteries, as well as the town of Arromanches, where it rained very hard – and the Batterie de Longues 
sur Mer. After dinner in the evening – we had a karaoke session – Miss Lewis, Miss Pasini and Dr Gogarty joined in! The next 
day was unfortunately the last, but we visited a bakery, and made bread. It was delicious. After that, it was time to return to 
England – it was a brilliant trip.  
Matthew Fooks 9H 

Trying snails! Preparing lunch after the market challenger Château du Molay  

The Normandy Landing Beaches 

Making baguettes 

Arromanches 

More lunch preparation! 

American Cemetery at Colleville-sur-Mer 



SKI ITALY! 

Destination:  La Thuile, Italy 
Distance: 660 miles  
Objective: Fun, Fun, Fun!! 
 
49 excited students and five staff, 
arrived in La Thuile on 1st April be-
fore the term had even ended.  Ski fit 
was the first port of call, before 
heading back to the hotel for authen-
tic home made lasagne, with seconds 
for those who had built up a real ap-
petite! Although  situated slightly 
outside Courmayeur, our hotel over-
looked the Aosta Valley and Courma-

yeur centre was only a 20 minute 
walk away.  It was all too easy to 
take the stunning views for granted 
directly from the hotel. 
The first morning of skiing was soon 
upon us and we boarded the coach 
and travelled up the (very pictur-
esque) hairpin road to La Thuile.  We 
met up with our instructors and it 
was straight up the mountain for 
some and off to the beginner slopes 

for others, in perfect sunshine and 
with amazing scenery.  After skiing, 
despite the exertions of the day, 
there a visit to the old town of Cour-
mayeur—and quantities of the best 
Italian ice cream the reward.  The 20  

minute walk back to the hotel, show-
ers and some ‘down time’ before 
supper reinvigorated everyone, ea-
gerly awaiting day two, dawning to 
lightly falling snow which lasted all 
day.  This provided a shallow cover-
ing of fresh snow for the next day 
though and gave students a taste of 
how quickly weather conditions can 
change on the mountain.  With the 
more experienced skiers and begin-
ners improving rapidly, the day end-
ed with a huge snowball fight!  Tues-
day night was disco night (in the 
shadow of the new Skyway Monte 
Bianco lift to the top of Mont Blanc)
—eagerly anticipated by some (the 
staff reserve judgement!). Day three 
was sunny once more and the tem-
perature was climbing.   The more 
experienced groups were skiing 
across the border to the linked 
French resort of La Rosière:  the sun-
ny conditions meant the snow there 
was fine in the morning making it 
ideal for pre-lunch skiing.  Whizzing 
down the Boarder Cross course (a 
bendy high-speed  course) was an 
exhilarating experience and enjoyed 
by most (but not Mr Newman!)  Con-
ditions in the afternoon were best 
back in La Thuile, so groups that had 
made the journey across headed 
back there for the afternoon’s skiing.  
Bumboarding was an afternoon ac-
tivity which certainly provided great 

entertainment.  The final night was 
spent ice skating closeby.  Some stu-
dents made good progress there too 
and it was great to see so many stu-
dents helping each other, although 
for some it was the blind leading the 

blind!  We were all shown up by 
Cameron Bloomfield, our GGS cham-
pion ice skater, who swept around 
the risk with great elegance. 
Once again, our students did them-
selves proud in the way they con-
ducted themselves on the slopes, 
earning praise from their instructors.  
Certificates were duly presented and 
I hope that we’ll see many of the stu-
dents on future skiing holidays. 

We’re off to La Thuile again in 2018.  
In 2019, we’re looking at America/
Canada possibly over New Year and 
Italy or Austria in February.  If you’re 
interested, make sure Mr Pallant 
knows and you keep your ears open 
for details in assemblies as the time 
draws nearer. 

 

HJH 
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YORKSHIRE WALKING TRIP 

I am fortunate enough to have been 
helping out on the Yorkshire Walking 
Trip for four years now. No two years 
have been the same. The Yorkshire 
Walking Trip usually involves about 
30 students, from Year 7 to Year 13 
(with one or two ex-students joining 
us), taking part in five consecutive 
days’ of walking. Three of the days 
involve tackling the Yorkshire Three 
Peaks: Whernside, Ingleborough and 
Pen-y-Ghent, and the other two days 
involve low-level walks in the York-
shire Dales. 

Last year, we were unable to walk up 
Pen-y-Ghent owing to snow (in 
April!), so we did another low-level 
walk instead. This year, however, we 
have had nothing but perfect weath-
er – we only had rain on the day we 
returned to Gravesend. Mercifully, a 
large majority of us had managed to 
conquer the three peaks in three 
days, with no complaints. This year, 
we had an unusually large number of 
Year 7s, but the thought of walking 
up the three highest peaks in York-
shire did not faze them one bit. 
 
Of course, the Yorkshire Walking Trip 
is not just about getting out and 

about. The trip was also intended to 
allow the students to get to know 
each other better in a relaxed, resi-
dential setting. They all had opportu-
nities to prepare breakfasts and 
lunches, cook evening meals, tidy the 
bunk barn and play team games. Best 
of all, the bunk barn is still out of mo-
bile phone coverage and it is not 
equipped with Wi-Fi, so antisocial 
behaviour simply did not exist! 
 
As always, sincere thanks go to Mr 
Foster, Mr Poon and Mr Bill Burton 
for chauffeuring the students up to 
Yorkshire and all the work that the 
trip involves while we are up there.  
Aaron Fagan, who left the school last 
year, returned as an experienced 
walker to help with the smooth run-
ning of the week.  
 
Here are a few comments from the 
younger walkers, who went on the 
trip for the first time: 
 
As a newcomer to the annual York-
shire walking trip, I wasn't sure what 
to expect but found it very enjoyable. 
The walking itself varied over the five 
days we were there, from taking in 
the local landscapes to the higher 
mountains which seemed to go on for 
ever! Every night each room  would 
take it in turns to cook for the group 
and then we would all relax with the 
array of activities on offer like foot-
ball, pool and table tennis.    There 
were two walks on offer each day 
and the less experienced walkers 
could go in an easier group to get 
used to it and then work up towards 
the higher and steeper mountain 
trails. It was a great opportunity to 
make like-minded new friends from 
other classes and year groups whilst 
enjoying the space and fantastic 
scenery of Yorkshire.  
Alex Porter 7T 
 
The parts I enjoyed the most were on 
top of the mountains, looking over 

the horizon and seeing the beautiful 
landscape. 
Matt Boniface 7C 

 
The bunk barn was not what I was 
expecting: it was a spacious place to 
stay in and I enjoyed spending time 
with my friends. I took a lot of pic-
tures while we were walking: the 
scenery was breathtaking. I saw Gap-
ing Gill (a 98m deep natural cave) 
and I climbed up mountains - that 
was a lot of fun!!! My scariest experi-
ence during this trip was Inglebor-
ough. The tour guide took us an alter-
nate route, coming back from Ingle-
borough and for miles we walked on 
a steep long foggy path along the top 
of the mountain. 
Zane Narh 7S 
 
KKP 
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Term 5 Update – 17 May 2017 
The summer is almost upon us! 16th 
May was declared the hottest day of the 
year so far (in Gravesend, as per usual), 
and this term has been busy for the DofE 
participants. The weekend of 5-7 May 
saw 42 students take part in the Bronze 
and Silver DofE Practice Expeditions, in 
the ‘Garden of Gravesend’ (i.e. Cobham, 
Meopham and Wrotham). The weather 
was completely favourable to us, as it 
had been thoroughly sunny and warm 
(with a dose of morning drizzle on Sun-
day morning). 
 
All groups performed incredibly well on 
their practice expeditions. Their naviga-

tion, communication, teamwork and 
campcraft skills were almost perfect, 
with some minor teething issues that 
were beyond their control. They all ar-
rived at the campsites so early, they had 
a long evening meal and even had time 
to play a game or two of football. The 
camping experience could not get any 
better. 
 
At one point, I had some fun myself by 
performing a 7-point turn on a single-
track lane in the minibus, reversing over 
some rather unsightly flytipping as I was 
doing it. (No vehicles were harmed in the 
process.) 
 

I would like to thank Mr Foster and Mr 
Haves for supervising the Silver DofE 
expedition groups over the long week-
end, and Mr Bews, Mr Newman, Mr 
Townsend and Mrs McLean for supervis-
ing the Bronze DofE expedition groups. I 
would also like to thank our Approved 
Activity Provider, Copperhouse Activity 
Training, for providing their support over 
the weekend. 
 
Now, onwards to the Qualifying Expedi-
tions: the Bronze one in June and the 
Silver one in September! 
 
KKP 

BRONZE AND SILVER DUKE OF EDINBURGH 

COMBINED CADET FORCE (RN) 
CCF (RN) is now up and running in 
school. A group of cadets have been 
meeting since 24th April and have already 
been taught how to iron, polish their 
shoes and shape their berets. They have 
also been spending time learning the 
basics of drill and are beginning to mas-
ter marching and standing to attention. 
Uniform is due to arrive soon and then 
cadets will be able to put some of their 
newly acquired knowledge into use and 

prepare their shirts, etc for their first 
inspection. 
Cadets have also been introduced to the 
structure of the CCF and in the coming 
weeks will learn more about the Royal 
Navy, the ranks and rates and how to tie 
knots. 
Three cadets are being fast-tracked 
through the ordinary cadet syllabus and 
have already begun to lead some ses-
sions for the other cadets. 

WO Cox, our area instructor, is visiting 
again on 5th June and we hope to im-
press him with the skills already ac-
quired. 
We currently have 19 cadets signed up 
and will be recruiting for more to join 
when we return in September. 
If you would like to know more, please 
do not hesitate to contact Mrs Warner: 
warnerc@gravesendgrammar.eu  

Ironing Beret folding (1) Spit and polish Beret folding (2)—there’s more 

to it than meets the eye! 
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Gravesend 

Grammar 

REGULAR FEATURES 
Headlines:  
Should you show your  
emotions? 
Forthcoming Events: 
Sports Day 
The Interviews:  
Student & staff athlete  
profiles. 
Match Reports &  
Fixtures: 
Athletics, Cricket, Flag  
Football, Football &  
Swimming.  

Two years ago the former 
England captain lost his wife 
to breast cancer.  A BBC doc-
umentary explored his diffi-
cult journey with grief. Is he 
right to go public with some-
thing so private?  
 
Rio Ferdinand was late. He thought 
he had the “school run” done; he had 
driven his kids in the mornings many 
times. But when he tried it for the 
first time after his wife Rebecca died 
in 2015, he discovered all the work 
that she used to do the night before: 
making their lunch, laying out their 
uniforms, finding their books.  

“I’ve got to become a mum and dad 
now,” he realised. 
This eventually inspired the name for 
a new documentary which explores 
his relationship with grief. Rio: Being 
Mum and Dad can be seen of BBC 
iPlayer. 
 
In it, he describes himself as “closed 
off” emotionally, and explains his 
difficulties with opening up. He ad-
mits that he went to a “dark place” 
after Rebecca died: he turned to al-
cohol, and saw asking for help as a 
“weakness”. Coming from football’s 
macho “dressing room culture” only 
made this worse. 
 
Ferdinand is far from the only father 

Rio: ‘I thought it was weak to show emotions’ 
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to struggle after losing his spouse. 
The programme points out that men 
are half as likely as women to go to 
counselling, and Ferdinand initially 
resists it too. But he eventually finds 
comfort by seeking out and talking 

to other men in his position. 
Critics have praised him for making 
such an intimate, honest film about 
something so personal, and he says 
he hopes it will help others to cope 
with bereavement. 
In most cultures, mourning is a pub-
lic event. Traditions vary, but they 
often involve communities coming 
together, special clothes like veils, 
and rituals like the Jewish period 
of shiva. 
But today, few of these traditions 
are left in Western cultures. Grief 
has become a largely private matter, 

something which happens behind 
closed doors, or perhaps in a thera-
pist’s office. Many bereaved people 
are left feeling isolated and alone. 
 
A death in the family 
People should be more open about 
grief, insist some. Many of us will 
lose someone close to us at some 
point in our lives, and we should not 
be afraid of talking about how that 
feels. Ferdinand is brave to shine a 
light on his darkest moments in such 
a public way. Perhaps the West 
should take a cue from other cul-
tures, where public mourning rituals 
offer support to grieving loved ones, 
and allow them to express their feel-
ings openly — and eventually to 
move on. 

Although his intentions were good, 
some are still uncomfortable with 
Ferdinand’s decision to let cameras 
into this difficult part of his life, es-
pecially when it comes to his chil-
dren. For many, grief ought to re-
main a private experience. It is in-
tensely personal, and different for 
everyone who goes through it. That 
was the point of covering the face 
with a veil, after all: it helped people 
to process their loss in their own 
way, shielded from the judgement 
of others. 
 
http://theday.co.uk/health/rio-i-thought-it-
was-weak-to-show-emotions 
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SPORT THIS TERM: What’s on… 

Forthcoming Events: Sports Day 2017 
Come and support your son. Wednesday 28th June starting at 1pm on the School field.  

FIXTURES:  http://gravesendgrammar.eu/sports-fixtures/ 

Name: Luke Whitehead 

Age: 13 

Form: 8S 

Sport: Motorsport 

Position: Driver 

Years in current sport: 8 (overall) 
and 5 (Professional) 

What got you started?: I always had an 
interest in motorsport such as rallying, 
Formula One and Pikes Peak.  I wanted 
to race as it has been my dream. 
How often do you train?: I don't train, 
as such, but I race at least one weekend 
per month, with practice mostly taking 
place on Saturday. 
Highest achievement : Finishing 1st in 
the British championships. 
How far do you want to go?: I would 
like to eventually become a professional 
racing driver in a race series (ie - F1). 
How would someone get involved?: Go 
to the local racing club to drive (for fun). 
What was the best advice you were ev-
er given?: Self-belief is key. If you don't 

believe in yourself, you'll never succeed. 
Do you have a role model ?: Daniel Ric-
ciardo is my role model, he has the best 
personality and has driving talent. 
Most embarrassing sporting moment: 
Asking for help from friends to help me 
walk after an incident out on track in-
volving a go kart falling on top of me and 
catching alight. 

TEACHER ATHLETE INTERVIEW 

STUDENT ATHLETE INTERVIEW 

Name:Mr Stanley 

Professional Role: PE Teacher. MiC 
Hockey & Cricket 

Education: St Mary’s University 

What is your earliest sporting memory?: 
Playing cricket with my Dad in the gar-
den. 
Who were your sporting heroes growing 
up?: Ricky Ponting, I used to stay up 
really late to watch him in the Ashes. He 
is a legend. 
Can you recall a memorable sporting 
teacher?: Paul  at Southfleet Cricket 
Club—he was really enthusiastic and got 
me into the game. 
What is your biggest accomplishment in 
your sport?: Played for my university 
hockey team and got them promoted to 
the BUCS Premiership. 
What other sports did you participate in 
and to what standard?: School and Old 
Gravesendians 1st XV Rugby. School and 
university cricket and hockey. 
What sports do you play these days?: 

Cricket for Meopham 
and Hockey for 
Gravesham. 
What got you start-
ed?: My dad took me 
to Meopham Cricket 
Club on Wednesday 
afternoons and I start-
ed playing hockey at 
university because I 
had mates who 
played. 
What other ways do 
you stay healthy?: Go 
to the gym, go for runs and play golf. 
What is your favourite sporting 
memory?: Scoring two goals at varsity in 
front of a capacity crowd. 
What is your biggest sporting bugbear?: 
Players not showing respect to officials. 
When was the last time you cried at a 
sporting event?: When England got 
knocked out of the 1998 World Cup. 
Which sports people would you like to 
have around for dinner and why?: Fred-

die Flintoff and Muhammad Ali, they 
were legends in their sports. 
What was the best sporting advice you 
were ever given?: Stay calm and relax - 
getting too wound up in a game can 
make your performance worse. 
How would someone get involved in 
your sport?: Come and play for the 

school.  

Page 13 

GGS Newsletter                                   Opportunity and Challenge in a Caring Environment                        May 2017 



On Wednesday 29th March students 
from Year 7, 8 and 9 went to watch 
some of the best schools in rugby 
play in the NatWest Schools Cup Fi-
nal which was held in Twickenham. 
We left school at around 9.45am on a 
1 hour 20 minute journey to the 
home of rugby, Twickenham Stadi-
um. As we neared the perimeter of 
the ground we were astounded by 
the size and the noise already being 
made by the fans in the ground. We 
were all definitely in for a treat. 
The stakes were high, top schools in 
the country battling it out for the 
Vase and Cup, it was anybody’s 
game. The first game was the U15 
Vase with Thomas Hardye School 
against Dr Challoner’s Grammar 
School playing for the title. Although 
Thomas Hardye School beat Dr Chal-
loner’s Grammar School the support 
from the fans was amazing. Try after 
try the match was getting more inter-
esting and the quality of play reflect-
ed the determination from both 
schools. As the game started to un-
fold Thomas Hardye School pulled 
through and beat Dr Challoner’s 
school 62-7. 
The second game was another tough 
one for both sides. Wellington Col-
lege were playing against Warwick 
School. Wellington College wanted to 
go home with the win because they 
had rugby legend, Will Greenwood, 
as part of the coaching team, this 
game was for the U15 NatWest 
Schools Cup. As the first-half began 

to close, both sides kept fighting for 
the win, with neither defence losing 
hope. An amazing try was scored 
from the Warwick winger.  After the 
try the first half was brought to a 
close, left on a cliff-hanger. The sec-
ond half began, with both teams 
bringing the same amount of energy 
as they did in the first half.  After re-
lentless attacking, Wellington finally 
pulled through with a brace of tries 
both scored by the Captain, Thomas 
Baxter. After a 1 hour 20 minute 
match the final score was 25-17 with 
Wellington College winning the U15 
NatWest Schools Cup. 
The first U18 game was with Trent 
College and Royal Latin School play-
ing for the Vase. From the kick off 
Trent College applied pressure on the 
opposition. After three minutes of 
playing time the Dickinson brothers 
put Trent College 7-0 up with Jack 
Dickinson (c) crossing the try line 
from the back of a ruck with the con-
version of his brother. The Royal 
Latin School, who had never reached 
this far in the competition, went back 
into the game seeking an equaliser 
but unfortunately the ball was 
knocked forward which led to a 
scrum to Trent College ball. 
It didn’t take long after the scrum for 
Royal Latin School to gain territory 
with a kick through to the winger 
only to be touched down by the 
Trent defence over their try line end-
ing the threat. Just before halftime 

Trent pulled through with another 
try increasing the score to 22-0. 
The second half started off with Roy-
al Latin School playing in better form 
than they did from the beginning of 
the first half gaining them a try in the 
second half. This increased the 
hope  in the Royal Latin School fans 
whose loud cheering must have en-
couraged. The final score of the 
game was 22-7 with Trent College 
winning the U18 NatWest Schools 
Vase. 
The final game of the day was the 
U18 Bishop Wordsworth team 
against the established side of War-
wick School who were unlucky in the 
U15 Vase game.  The game on the 
pitch was a whole new level with 
Warwick opening up the game to a 
12-0 lead.  The Warwick hook also 
felt he needed to get involved in the 
action and scored a try and was suc-
cessfully converted by the fly half. 
With not long left the Warwick de-
fence started to tire and conceded a 
try which allowed Bishop Words-
worth a try on the score board. The 
final result was 22-7 allowing War-
wick School becoming the NatWest 
U18 Champions. 

The journey back home from the sta-
dium kept us talking about the style 
of rugby being played and how it will 
potentially help us as at rugby in the 
long term. After a long journey we 
finally made it home after lots of 
traffic en route on the M25: apart 
from that it was a day to remember 
with Twickenham in our memories. 
 
Olamide Sodeke 7T 
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MATCH REPORTS 

ATHLETICS 
The English Schools Athletics Competi-
tion took place on Wednesday 17th May. 
Valentino Crentsil (9D), Oliver Fox de 
Klerk (9D), Denis Piralic (9S) and Harvey 
Duffey (10S) represented the school in 
the intermediate relay. We tried our 
hardest throughout the race yet we were 
narrowly beaten on the line winning sec-
ond place. Although we narrowly missed 
our target it was still an enjoyable race 
and day. 
Oliver Fox de Klerk 9D 
I competed in the 100m Junior race. I 
managed to come second with a time of 
12.05 seconds. I enjoyed this experience 
and its has enlightened me in areas con-
cerning my personal fitness. We are 
training hard for Sports Day and the re-
gional competitions coming up next 
term.—Judah Chike-Michael 8T 
 
CRICKET 
U15 Cricket 
We have had a promising start to the 
season having played 5 matches winning 
4 of them! 
Saturday results have been; Dartford GS 
(lost by 3 wickets in the last over), Chis 
and Sid (won by 9 runs) and Maidstone 
(won by 7 wickets). We have also 
reached the 3rd round of the Kent Cup 
beating Borden (by 9 wickets) and St 
Johns (by 10 wickets). 
We have struggled with numbers but 
some of our year 11 students have 
helped us out to make sure we can fulfil 
all fixtures. The team has been led well 
by Kamron Takhar (10D), ably supported 
by Mark McLean (10S). Notable perfor-
mances this season so far have come 
from Mark McLean, Kamron Takhar, 
Plavir Sohal (10T), Zann Ghous (11S) and 
Naeem Asif (11T) with the bat and 
Conor McFall (10D), Edward Bentley 
(10H) and Oliver Hiskett (11T) with the 
ball. 
We have a number of Saturday fixtures 
to come and the 3rd round of the Kent 
Cup against Rochester Maths. I hope that 
we can now remain unbeaten for the 
rest of the season!! - SAB 
 
U14 Cricket 
It's the Cricket season again and our Year 
9s have definitely been looking forward 
to getting out on the field. So far we 
have played 4 matches against Dartford 

Grammar School, Chislehurst & Sidcup 
Grammar School and Maidstone Gram-
mar School. We played Maidstone Gram-
mar in a Kent Cup match and unfortu-
nately lost after still scoring 130 runs off 
of 20 overs!  
We have had many strengths as well as 
weaknesses but we have been making 
progress in matches and at training. Our 
fielding needs work and our batting per-
formance has been outstanding on occa-
sion but consistency is now required. 
This should hopefully show in our up-
coming games against Simon Langton 
Grammar, Norton Knatchbull and Lang-
ley Park. Hopefully, we shall do ourselves 
proud with these future games.  

Ritchie Harley 9F 
 
U12 Cricket 
The first half of the season has been a 
steep learning curve for the year 7 crick-
et team. They have had some very good 
performances and two very close games 
that both went down to the final over.  
Dartford were the team’s first opposi-
tion, GGS managed to put 103 on the 
board thanks to Harvey Nijjer (7T) 17* 
and Oscar Lay’s (7D) 11*. The chase went 
down to the last ball and unfortunately 
Dartford managed to hit the winning 
runs to progress through to the 2nd 
round of the cup.  
Two other close encounters with Chis & 
Sid and Maidstone had some good per-
formances from Josh Kemp (7H) who hit 
25* and 24 respectively. As well as excel-
lent bowling figures from Aniketh Satisha 
(7S) (3 wickets for 15) and Luke Fenton 
(7C) (2 wickets for 9).   
The boys have 2 more Saturday fixtures 
to look forward to. As well as a Kent Tro-
phy Match against St Dunstan’s after half 
term. 
 
FLAG FOOTBALL 
This term saw the second tournament of 
the American football season, with the 
boys travelling to Maidstone to face off 
against the Kent Exiles and East Kent 
Mavericks. 
With a small squad again of only 5, the 
boys played hard throughout, running all 
but of the games very close. Coming 
away with a record of 2 losses, a draw 
and a last-second win courtesy of a 
touchdown pass from Patrick Krawczak 
(9H) to Joseph Miller (10H). There were 
some standout performances from Har-
vey Dean and Nathan Santhiapillai (both 
8H) and Ollie Forrest (8T) also, with all 

of them making some crucial tackles on 
defence throughout the day. 
It's been a great year so far, but the boys 
aren't letting up yet and have been train-
ing hard in preparation to storm the last 
tournament of the season taking place in 
Canterbury in June.—Mr Gill 
 
FOOTBALL 
Over the Easter period, Jack Fenton 
(US1) and Olly Baker (UD1) took part in 
Mare Nostrum Cup (a football tourna-
ment for football Academies) which was 
held in Salou, Spain.  Their performances 
over the three days secured them a 
place in the final against a very strong 
Spanish team, which ended with them 
finishing 2nd. They all received medals 
and celebrated with the team that came 
1st.  
The organizers of the event were amazed 
and overwhelmed by the teams sports-
manship and even  posted the celebrato-
ry moment on their official FB page. This 
was an outstanding achievement for the 
boys.  
 
SWIMMING 
At the first weekend of the South East 
Regional Swimming Championships Da-
vid Allen (7D) qualified in a number of 
events. On the Saturday morning he 
competed in the 1500m Freestyle.  After 
a really hard fought race he finished in 
2nd place and won a silver medal.  On 
Sunday he competed in the 200m free-
style and was 3rd fastest going into the 
final.  
In the final he took 2 seconds off his per-
sonal best time he set in the heats and 
managed to swim himself to win another 
silver.  His final event of the day was a 
400m Individual Medley (100m butterfly, 
100m backstroke, 100m breaststroke 
and 100m freestyle). He produced a fan-
tastic performance taking 18 seconds off 
his personal best winning gold. 
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The winners for March 2017 were 
1st - £192.50 - No 162 - Member of school staff, very long 
term member. 
2nd - £105.00 - No 134 - Member since 2014, no previous 
wins. 
3rd - £52.50 - No 14 - Member since 2014. 
The winners for April 2017 were 
1st - £190.43 - No 305 - Member since 2010. 
2nd - £103.88 - No 223 - Member since 2016. 
3rd - £51.95 - No 140 - Long term member of school staff. 
 
Would any parent who is a member of the PTA 250 Club and 
does not received regular monthly emails regarding the Club, 
please contact the Coordinator by email 
(ggs250club@hotmail.com).  This is just simply to update rec-
ords for admin purposes so we are able to make contact easily 
should they win or have change of personal details.  Please 

note the School are not able to pass on such information to 
the Club Coordinator. 

If any current member has a son starting in Year 7 this Sep-
tember and would like to increase the numbers you 
hold please do get in touch.  It is far easier to add a number via 
me than filling in the forms again and I can just remind you 
nearer to the time when an increase in subscription needs 
actioning.   
 
Equally as the time approaches for your sons and daughters to 
move on from GGS, it is always helpful to drop me an email 
letting me know you are cancelling your standing order other-
wise I tend to give it 3  months before deleting anyone.  Of 
course you are more than welcome to continue with the 250 
Club as many parents have done! 
Claire Holmes 
GGS PTA 250 Club Coordinator 

250 CLUB 

WHITEHILL PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

 

90TH ANNIVERSARY 
 

FRIDAY, 9TH JUNE 09:15—11:15 
 

INVITATION 
 

Whitehill Primary School would like 
to invite ex-pupils and teachers to 
visit the school as they celebrate 
their 90th anniversary.  There will  
be tours of the school to see our 

proud history and also the changes 
that we have made.  There will be 

displays in the main hall followed by 
some refreshments. 

Please contact Lianne Pond on 
lpond@whitehillprimary.kent.sch.uk 

or phone  
01474 352973 if you would like to 

attend. 

mailto:ggs250club@hotmail.com


DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Monday, 5th June    FIRST DAY OF TERM 6  (WEEK 2) 
Saturday, 17th June    Summer Festival (on field from 1:00 pm) 
Thursday, 22nd June    Sponsored Walk 
Tuesday, 27th June    Clearance Day for Years 11 and 13 
       Prospective New Year 7 Information Evening 
Wednesday, 28th June    Sports Day and Wyatt Cup 
       Y12 Taster Day for EXTERNAL students only 
Thursday, 29th and Friday, 30th June Y12 Taster Days  
Friday, 30th June     Grad Ball at MGSG 
Monday, 3rd—Friday, 7th July  CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT WEEK 
Thursday, 6th July    New Year 7 Parents’ Induction Evening 
Friday, 7th July     New Year 7 Induction Day 
Wednesday, 12th July    Junior School Prize Giving  3:45 pm 

       Middle School Prize Giving 5:30 pm 

Friday, 14th July     LAST DAY OF ACADEMIC YEAR 2016  - 2017 

       Students leave school at 1:10 

Term 1  Starts:  Monday, 5th September 2016 
      Year 7 Familiarisation Day 
      Tuesday, 6th September 2016 – Teaching starts for whole School  
   Finishes:  Friday, 21st October 2016 
 
Term 2  Starts:  Monday, 31st October 2016 
   Finishes:  Wednesday, 21st December 2016 
 
Term 3  Starts:  Tuesday, 3rd January 2017 
   Finishes:  Thursday, 9th February 2017     
 
Term 4  Starts:  Monday, 20th February 2017 
   Finishes:  Tuesday, 4th April 2017     
 
Term 5  Starts:  Tuesday, 18th April 2017 
   Finishes:  Friday, 26th May 2017 
 
Term 6  Starts:  Monday, 5th June 2017 
   Finishes:  Friday, 14th July 2017  
      (finish normal time) 

TERM DATES FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2016—2017 

TERM DATES 2017-2018 AND 2018-2019 ARE  

AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE: 

www.gravesendgrammar.eu 
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Maths Challenge Solution 

The polynomial factorises to 

[(x-2)(x-1)(x)][x-1)(x)(x+1)][x(x+1)(x+2)] 

Each squared bracket is the product of 3 consecu-

tive numbers and so divisible by 3 



Gravesend 
Grammar School 
Summer Festival 

Saturday 17th June 2017 

1pm until 4pm

Live Music

BBQ and Bar

Arts and Crafts

Meet Year 7 Tutors

Cake Stall

Spanish Treasure Hunt
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