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INTRODUCTION 
 
Welcome to Key Stage 4. This booklet has been written for the benefit of Year 8 students at Gravesend 
Grammar School and their parents as a practical guide to choosing Key Stage 4 options. 

 
In general, the KS4 Course (Years 9, 10 and 11) has been planned so that all boys follow a balanced 
curriculum. The course is intended to act as a basis for entry into our sixth form and university courses, 
equipping a student to take other post‐16 educational opportunity or finding employment. 
 

 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

2nd March GCSE OPTIONS INFORMATION EVENING 

 
6th & 13th March PARENTS' CONSULTATION EVENING 

 
20th March CHOICES MADE 

 

 
 

WHAT DOES “DOING GCSE’s” MEAN? 
 
The General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) is a system of examinations that allows 
considerable flexibility in approach through four awarding bodies, Pearson (EDEXCEL), the Assessment & 
Qualifications Alliance (AQA), Oxford, Cambridge & RSA Examinations (OCR) and the Welsh Joint Education 
Committee (WJEC). 

 
At Gravesend Grammar School the compulsory part of the course comprises GCSE courses in English 
language & literature, mathematics, biology, chemistry and physics, one humanity and Spanish. 
Additionally there is a non‐examined core programme, comprising of physical education, a broader course 
in politics and philosophy, PSHE, citizenship, and careers guidance. The form period, or pastoral 
programme, is established within the normal school timetable and further supports our endeavour to 
prepare all of our students for life in the ever‐changing world. In their options, students must choose 
either geography or history for their humanity option. They then have one further option to choose from a 
range of subjects which also includes history and geography. 

 
The government have introduced an “English Baccalaureate” performance indicator. All students will have 
to take subjects to complete this indicator which requires English, maths, science an humanity and a 
language.  Whatever options students decide to take, they will be provided with a strong core of GCSEs from 
which to approach their A levels. 

 
Work missed through absence from school is likely to have a detrimental effect on a student's progress. 
During Key Stage 4, in particular, we cannot authorise the taking of holidays during term time. Each day 
represents five hours of study plus associated homework. Medical appointments, wherever possible, 
should be made outside normal school hours. If an absence were, unfortunately, prolonged to more than 
three days, we would welcome parents contacting their son's form tutor to facilitate work being sent home. 



Our hope is that you, as parents, will support your son’s efforts by providing an environment that will 
allow him to spend enough time to do homework to the best of his ability, encouraging him to ask for help 
when he needs it and encouraging him to aim high. The first point of contact should be with your son’s 
form tutor, should you be concerned about any aspect of your son’s progress and welfare. Email is the 
most direct method of contacting a form tutor at, for example smithp@gravesendgrammar.eu.  The precise 
Year 9 homework timetable will be published in September. 
 
 

WHEN DO I CHOOSE? 
 
Following the information evening, we ask you to make subject choices by 20th March to enable us to 
begin planning. Please contact us if you would like more advice or information before making your 
choices. There may be an opportunity to change options at a later date, although it is important to note 
that changing your choices at that stage may not be entirely straightforward, as some courses may already 
be full and some combinations of subjects may no longer be possible. 
 
 

KEEPING A BALANCE 
 
One aim of education is to provide you with the skills you require for life. The school believes that it is very 
important that you should continue to develop a variety of the skills and come into contact with a variety of 
the educational experiences that help to prepare you for the future. 

 
On a more practical level, experience has shown us that even where students do have ideas about future 
careers, these may can change dramatically in the course of the next few years. The important thing is that 
career alternatives should be left open at this stage. 

 
Clearly the school wishes to monitor your choices and reserves the right to make adjustments where we 
cannot accommodate demand, or where a student's choice of subject is inadvisable, or if, through 
insufficient demand, a course is not viable. For this latter reason, students are asked to rank their choices 
in order of preference. We aim to give every student the choice that they have numbered 1, choices 2 and 3 
will only be needed if we cannot fulfil that aim. 
 
 

HOW DO I CHOOSE? 
 
In working out the subjects that you wish to choose, you should think about: 

1.   Maintaining a balance so that you keep career options open; 
2.   Subjects that may be necessary for any future career you have in mind; 
3.   The subjects that you are good at; 
4.   The subjects that you like. 

mailto:smithp@gravesendgrammar.eu


 

CAREERS & ADVICE 
 
 

Students will obviously wish to consult with parents and discuss the choices available. The following 
people at school can also help:‐ 

 
 Subject teachers can advise about prospects in a particular subject. 

 Mrs Douse (Careers) can give guidance about the requirements for specific careers. 

 
The decision you make about choices for next year is very important. It will dictate the course of your 
education for at least the next two years and may influence your whole career. 

 
Careers Education and Guidance is a valued part of school life. A well‐resourced Careers Centre is open at 
break, lunchtime and after school for all students to research their ideas for the future, but above all students 
are trained to use careers software and databases to research their career and course ideas. One that can be 
accessed from home is Kudos, there is a link on the Cloud – cloud.gravesendgrammar.eu where you will 
find instructions on how to log in. 

 
During Years 9, 10 and 11 the Careers Education programme continues researching careers, using the 
latest careers software and resources. Job seeking skills such as writing a CV, interview technique and 
completing an application form are an integral part of the programme. 

 
Much of the course in Year 11 is devoted to choosing the next step and involves understanding all the 
options that are available both inside and outside school. All students meet with a qualified Careers 
Adviser from CXK, our independent careers guidance providers. Where a specific need is identified, then 
an interview will be arranged to discuss the options that exist. Part of the guidance process includes an 
Information Evening for the Parents of Year 11 students to help choose A levels. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DON’T BE AFRAID TO ASK FOR ADVICE! 
  



 

The following pages outline each subject in more detail, firstly are the subjects that are given as options, 

followed by the core subjects that you son will study. 

Options: 

 Art 

 Business 

 Computing 

 Drama 

 Economics 

 French 

 Geography 

 History 

 Physical Education 

 Product Design 

 

Core Subjects: 

 Biology 

 Chemistry 

 English 

 Mathematics 

 Physics 

 Spanish 

 1 humanity from history or geography.  You can choose to select both. 

 

  



 

ART 

 

WHAT IS THE COURSE ABOUT: 
The Art and Design GCSE course is open to any student who enjoys art and creativity. If you want a challenge, a 
subject in which you can express your own ideas and individuality, and a chance to work on the themes and ideas that 
interest you, then art is the perfect subject for you! 
 
What does it involve? 
Coursework will involve producing work to a variety of themes and in different media such as painting, drawing, 
printmaking and sculpture, along with design and illustration based projects. Increasingly, photography and other 
digital media are used by students to help present their ideas, and as starting points for other work. The course is very 
hands on and practical – no information that needs to be revised and memorised – just sustained practical work 
throughout the course. 
 
What will I get from it? 
The rewards include the ability to develop ideas suited to your personal interests and strengths, and the 
development of communication skills, both through visual and written means. If you have ever considered a career in 
the rewarding creative industries, then this is the perfect route for you. However, equally, the skills developed in 
terms of growing confidence and increased independent thinking can often be useful in a wider context. 
 
What will I learn about? 
You will learn about a range of artists that link with the themes we study. You will have chances to devise your own 
outcomes to broad starting points, which can include your own ideas and interests. You will learn to use a wide 
variety of techniques and media to make your work, including printmaking, photography, drawing, painting, 3D 
techniques and a range of ICT applications suitable for creative work. 
 
How is it assessed? 
Towards the end of Year 11 a selection of course work will be selected for inclusion in a coursework portfolio. This 
course work carries 60% of the total marks. The remaining 40% are allocated to a unit of work, which is started in the 
January of Year 11. This unit terminates with a controlled assessment of 10 hours, which, along with the preparation 
will be assessed in the same way as the coursework. All work is practical – no written exams! During the course, work 
is graded at regular intervals to enable you to be clear about the improvements you can make to both past and 
current work. 
 
WHAT EXAMS ARE THERE AND WHEN ARE THEY TAKEN: 
Externally Set task in Year 11 beginning in Term 3 with Sketchbook Preparation. 
ASSESSMENTS: 
Throughout Year 9 and during Y10 Term 1,2,3 & 4: 

Continuous Controlled Assessment – work produced during this time may be selected for the coursework 
portfolio in year 11. 

Year 11 Term 1,2&3: 
Coursework completed by Term 2. Externally set task begins term 3, coursework portfolio is reviewed in term 4.  

Year 11 Term 5 & 6: 
The course ends once the Externally Set Task has been completed and portfolio work has been selected, usually 
in the early part of term 5 

 
HOW CAN I SUPPORT MY SON IN THIS SUBJECT? 
Students are encouraged to become more independent and proactive when making coursework, with guidance from 
their teachers enabling them to embark on the work on their chosen theme for the Externally Set task. Parents can 
support this process by ensuring students have basic art equipment before the start of the course. Homework is very 
important and parents can support this by encouraging students to use the full time allocation when completing 
work at home. Visits can also be a useful way to back up the students work, to art galleries, but also to support a 
particular theme ‐ for example for the theme landscapes, students could benefit from visits to draw and photograph 
landscapes in the local area. 



 

BUSINESS 

 
 
 
WHAT THE COURSE IS ABOUT: 
 
The GCSE Business has changed for first examination in June 2019. This year group will be the second cohort 
studying the new specification. Below is a summary of the new AQA specification and the focus set out by the DfE. 
  
Students will be given an opportunity to develop as commercially minded and enterprising individuals who think 
critically, drawing on business information and evidence to develop arguments and make justified decisions. They 
will gain a GCSE in a subject that is directly applicable to the 'real-world' and which teaches students life skills as 
well as theory.  The core content to be covered by the specification focuses on: 
 

Business activity – the purpose of businesses; setting up and planning a business; types of ownership; aims 
and objectives; and growing as a business 
Influences on business – how external factors such as the economy, ethics, technology and globalisation 
impact a business’ decisions 
Business operations – how businesses procure and produce products; the concept of quality; the sales 
process 
Finance – how businesses fund their activities; the concepts of revenue, cost and profit and their 
importance; how to manage cash; analysing financial performance 
Marketing – understanding customer wants and needs; how to research markets and take a product to 
market 
Human Resources – the importance of people to a business; how to maximise the potential of individuals 
Students who are successful in the subject will be able to apply business concepts to familiar and unfamiliar 
contexts. They will develop problem solving and decision making skills relevant to business and be able to 
investigate, analyse and evaluate business opportunities and issues. It is hoped that this course will raise 
students' awareness of complex business issues and whet their appetite for study of either Business or 
Economics at more advanced levels, leading to a wide range of career opportunities following school or 
university. 

 
WHAT EXAMS ARE THERE AND WHEN ARE THEY TAKEN: 
In line with the national picture there will be two terminal examinations in June 2020. 

Paper 1 – Influences of operations and HRM on business activity 
Paper 2 – Influences of marketing and finance on business activity 

 
HOW CAN I SUPPORT MY SON IN THIS SUBJECT?  

1. Useful websites are BBC Bitesize and www.tutor2u.net  to understand the current needs of the subject. 
2. Please encourage reading the business sections of newspapers or the online equivalents as an understanding 

of current business issues will be very important 
3. Do explain what's happening at your own workplace and encourage visits if possible. 

  

http://www.tutor2u.net/


 

COMPUTING 
 
 

 
WHAT IS THE COURSE ABOUT: 

Why study Information and Communication Technology? 
The recent changes have followed demand for courses requiring a greater emphasis on computing and its associated 
skill, programming.  The course will investigate how computers work, how they are used and will aim to develop 
problem-solving and programming skills.  There is a practical part to the course that will involve independence and 
analysis of the problems which are set.  You will need to be an active participant in the lessons and you will acquire 
an essential foundation for other courses, including those specific to the use of computers and new technology, 
including A-levels, vocational and occupational courses. 
The skills covered will include: 

 the ability to understand & implement emerging technologies. 

 how to analyse, design, test & evaluate ICT systems. 

 consider the impact as to which new technologies will have on ways of working and the social, economic & 
ethical issues associated with them. 

 an awareness of the ways ICT can help in practical & work-related scenarios. 

 aspects of computing such as hardware, software, networks, databases, data types, algorithms and Java 
You will learn: 

 how to use design, code & test a solution using a suitable programming language. 

 about the practical design of ICT systems. 

 how to apply ICT to real life situations & solve problems. 

 how to use ICT to research, acquire, manipulate & present information. 
 
WHAT EXAMS ARE THERE AND WHEN ARE THEY TAKEN: 
This course runs a terminal examination.  The theory papers will be sat in the summer at the end of Year 11. 
 

Theory Paper 01:  
Computer Systems 

Theory Paper 02:  
Computational Thinking, 

Algorithms and Programming 

Controlled Assessment 03: 
Programming Project 

 Written paper testing the body 
of knowledge about computer 
systems: Systems Architecture, 
Memory, Storage, Wired and 
Wireless Networks, Network 
Topologies, Protocols and Layers, 
System Security, System 
Software, Ethical, Legal, Cultural 
and Environmental Concerns. 

 80 marks weighted at 40% of 
total. 

 1 hour 30 minutes. 

 Written paper testing the body 
of knowledge about 
computational thinking, 
algorithms and programming: 
Algorithms, Programming 
Techniques, Producing Robust 
Programs, Computational Logic, 
Translators and Facilities of 
Languages, Data representation. 

 80 marks weighted at 40% of 
total. 

 1 hour 30 minutes. 

 Practical test assessing 
programming techniques, via 
design & development of a 
coded solution, including its 
testing. 

 40 marks weighted at 20% of 
total. 

 20 hours conducted Term 1 and 
2 of Year 11 during lessons. 

 
HOW CAN I SUPPORT MY SON IN THIS SUBJECT?  
 
For the GCSE course, the school will have digital resources, both external and internal, along with materials endorsed 
by the examination board.  These are issued to the pupils and alongside examination style papers, should cover the 
material sufficiently.  However, further background reading is always recommended and in this instance staying 
abreast of new technology will maintain motivation.  Other websites do exist for pupils to offer guidance to the 
problems which will be set and pupils will code, but they are only useful AFTER attempts at solving the problem 
themselves. 
  



 
 

DRAMA 
 
 
 
 

WHAT IS THE COURSE ABOUT? 
If you enjoy: 

 expressing yourself in an active and exciting way 

 working in a group 

 contributing your ideas whilst taking on-board those of others 

 exploring ideas by empathising with others and their experiences 

 playing a variety of parts in different imaginary situations 

 creating your own drama work 

 looking at plays written by other people 

 visualising how to create settings through design 
  ....then GCSE Drama is the ideal subject for you.        

 
WHAT EXAMS ARE THERE AND WHEN ARE THEY TAKEN: 

Terminal Exam at the end of Year 11: 
Component 3: Theatre makers in practice (40%) The new Component 3 consists of a written examination 
based on the exploration of a set text and the review of a live piece of theatre.  
 
PRACTICAL PARTICIPATION IN CLASS: You will explore themes, ideas and plays in a wholly practical way and 
your teacher will assess how well you have done through observation of individual and group work. 
 
PRACTICAL EXAM: You will also be required to perform in a play or contribute a form of design to a 
production such as costume, lighting or sound. You will perform the play with a visiting examiner in the 
audience. 

 
ASSESSMENTS: 

Practical Work and Coursework: 
Component 1: Devising (40% in total) This component consists of 10% practical performance and 30% 
portfolio. Students will explore and then devise a performance from stimuli.  
Component 2: Performance from text (20%) Text-based performance is the focus for this component.  
Students will have to perform/design for two extracts from one performance text. These can be done 
separately or united into one performance. Students are not required to play the same character. 

 
HOW CAN I SUPPORT MY SON IN THIS SUBJECT?  

 See as much theatre as possible! Discuss the performances of actors in favourite TV programmes or plays. 

 Watch live recorded plays on digitaltheatre.com or at your local cinema. 

 Encourage reading plays for fun. 

 Ask your son to explain what he did in class, so that he can formulate his ideas for the documentary 
response. 

 Help your son learn lines when necessary.  

 Encourage your son to audition for school shows, or to volunteer for technical work. 
 
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE:  It is vital that your son see quality Live Theatre during the course and it will benefit them 
greatly if they attend the events organised by the school.  The turnaround for theatre trips is very quick, with the 
booking companies requiring payment within 2 weeks.  To ensure that we can book the best seats available, a letter 
will be sent in September asking parents to pay £33 to the school to cover the cost of a theatre trip (one per year). 
 The funds will be held centrally so that we can book an appropriate show that academic year.  In the event of 
overpayment, any monies left over will be returned and equally in the case of underpayment we would seek further 
contributions however this will always be a nominal amount as we will only book shows that we can get reasonably 
priced tickets.  



 

ECONOMICS 

 
 
 

WHAT IS THE COURSE ABOUT: 
 
GGS is offering students the opportunity to sit GCSE Economics, based on the ongoing success and popularity of the 
subject at A Level. Whilst this is a very demanding GCSE, requiring high levels of written skills, the rewards will 
compete with the very best students in the country. 
 
Economics is an extremely enjoyable and interesting subject to take at GCSE. It will really open students’ eyes and 
challenge them to think in different ways about the world around them. The Economics GCSE is designed to gain a 
good understanding of the major issues in Economics and how these affect us in our daily lives and in the future. 
Students will be taught to think from a microeconomic perspective and learn about the fundamental problem of 
how best to allocate scarce resources like materials, time and investment. Understanding of how the laws of supply 
and demand affects the price of things like oil, gold, shares, cars and houses will also be included. 
 
Students will learn about the dynamics of the Government’s macroeconomic policy and how this affects things like 
interest rates, exchange rates, taxation, unemployment and at the core of macroeconomic policy is the control of 
inflation which is why your Dad now pays £10 for the £5 haircut he used to get for £2 when he had hair!!  
Essential in today’s economic world is the learning about globalisation and the advantages and disadvantages it 
brings to us and developing countries like Brazil and India. Every lesson will be interesting and challenge students to 
think and ask questions about what’s really going on in the global economy. There will be the opportunity to take 
part in group work and small role play situations where, for example, students might have to assume the role of 
Prime Minister in order better understand the impact of Government policy on modern society. 
 
In the longer run, GCSE Economics will lead to either A Level Economics or Business in the sixth form and eventually 
university.  
 
GCSE Economics students will be much better prepared to: 

1. Use a critical approach to distinguish between fact and opinion, build arguments and make informed 
judgments; 

2. Appreciate the range of perspectives of different stakeholders in the economy; 
3. Consider the extent to which business and economic activity can be ethical and sustainable; 
4. Plan and undertake investigations and research. 

 
WHAT EXAMS ARE THERE AND WHEN ARE THEY TAKEN: 
Terminal examinations are taken at the end of Year 11. 
More information regarding both content and examination structure can be found on the AQA website at 
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/economics/gcse/economics-8136/specification-at-a-glance 
 
 
HOW CAN I SUPPORT MY SON IN THIS SUBJECT?  

 Useful websites are www.tutor2u.net  to understand the current needs of the subject and to understand 
what is going on in the real world 

 Please encourage reading the business sections of newspapers or the online equivalents. 
 
 
  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/economics/gcse/economics-8136/specification-at-a-glance
http://www.tutor2u.net/


 

FRENCH 

 

WHY STUDY FRENCH AT GCSE?  
 
Transferable skills learned and developed during Spanish language lessons at KS3, and use of the language websites 
we subscribe to, will support continued progress in language learning during the accelerated three-year French GCSE 
course. An ideal course for students with a genuine interest in French culture and language!   
It should give you the edge over a similar applicant without a linguistic background wishing to enter university or 
gain employment and build on key transferable skills required by top universities and employers alike, keeping your 
options open for the future. French GCSE will enhance your linguistic, cultural and cognitive flexibility.  
French is viewed as a facilitating subject by the Russell Group of universities and is the mother tongue of 119 million 
people in 30 different countries. 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION GCSE FRENCH:  
GCSE Level French develops confidence in listening, speaking, reading, writing, and translation skills, and knowledge 
and understanding of grammatical structures and cultural awareness. 
 

SPECIFICATION: The syllabus will help expand students’ cultural knowledge, whilst developing language skills.  
CORE CONTENT: Students study all of the following themes on which the assessments are based. 

Theme 1: Identity and culture  
Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest  
Theme 3: Current and future study and employment  

WHAT EXAMS ARE THERE AND WHEN ARE THEY TAKEN? 
The qualification is linear; thus students will sit their final examinations at the end of the course in Year 11. There 
is ample time over the course of Year 9, 10 and 11 to develop confidence for progress and success at GCSE. 
Paper 1: LISTENING -Assessment: Written (25%): 35 minutes, 40 Marks (Foundation)/ 45 minutes, 50 Marks (Higher). 
Understanding and responding to different types of spoken language. (Each exam includes 5 minutes’ reading time 
of the question paper before the listening stimulus is played.) 

Section A – questions in English, to be answered in English or non-verbally.  
Section B – questions in French, to be answered in French or non-verbally. 

Paper 2: SPEAKING -Assessment: (25%) (60 Marks) 7–9 minutes (Foundation Tier) + preparation time. 10–12 
minutes (Higher Tier) + preparation time exam. Role-play, photo card stimulus, general conversation. 
Communicating and interacting effectively in speech for a variety of purposes 
Paper 3: READING -Assessment: Written (25%) (60 marks): 45 minutes (Foundation), 1 hour (Higher). Understanding 
and responding to different types of written language.  

Section A – questions in English, to be answered in English or non-verbally.  
Section B – questions in French, to be answered in French or non-verbally. 
Section C – translation from French into English (a minimum of 35 words for Foundation Tier and 50 
words for Higher Tier). 

Paper 4: WRITING - Assessment: Written (25%): 1 hour, 50 Marks (Foundation), 1 hour 15 minutes, 60 Marks 
(Higher). Communicating effectively for a variety of purposes. Foundation/ Higher Tier tasks include: producing short 
messages in response to a photo, short passage creative writing, structured and open-ended writing tasks, prose 
translation. 
 

ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES: Educational visits have been arranged to France, Pas-de-Calais and Normandy to enhance 
language learning and cultural knowledge and understanding.  Students studying French currently benefit from 
French clinics and small conversational classes with a French assistant to develop fluency and confidence. We have 
developed opportunities for cultural links with schools in the Loire Valley and Montélimar.  
 

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE: Further to GCSE, taking a language at A’ level will be helpful for the future. Languages are 
considered ‘facilitating subjects’ by the top universities, and make you very attractive to employers; both because 
you will have advanced communication skills and because of the discipline required to master the subject.  Close to 
half of businesses (45%) recognise foreign language skills as beneficial  to them with European languages heading the 
list of those in demand – French 53%, German 49%, Spanish 36% (Source: CBI Pearson Education and Skills’ Survey 
2015). 



 

geography 
 
 
WHAT IS THE COURSE ABOUT: 
 
Students will understand more about the world, the challenges it faces and their place within it. The GCSE 
course will deepen understanding of geographical processes, illuminate the impact of change and of complex 
people-environment interactions, highlight the dynamic links and interrelationships between places and 
environments at different scales, and develop students’ competence in using a wide range of geographical 
investigative skills and approaches. Geography enables young people to become globally and environmentally 
informed and thoughtful, enquiring citizens. 
 
The start of the course will be based around the Geography of Disease, a transition topic, which will prepare 
students with some of the key skills for the rest of the course.  
 
Living with the Physical Environment (1hr 30- 35% GCSE) 
The Challenges of Natural Hazards (Tectonics, Tropical Storms, Extreme Weather in UK and Climate Change) 
Physical Landscapes of the UK (Rivers and Glacial Landscapes)  
The Living World (Ecosystems, Tropical Rainforest, Hot Deserts) 
 
Challenges in the Human Environment (1hr 30- 35% GCSE) 
Urban Issues and Challenges 
The Changing Economic World 
The Challenge of Resource Management (Energy) 
 
Geographical Applications (1hr -30% GCSE) 
Issues Evaluations (Pre-release material to be studied in advance of exam) 
 
Fieldwork 
Field work will play a crucial role in understanding and applying specific geographical knowledge, understanding 
and skills. Students will be required to take part in “at least two” different fieldwork tasks. 
Year 9 students will participate in an investigation around the impacts around the Olympic Park, Year 10 
students will be studying how rivers change downstream. 
There will be a requirement to cover Cartographic skills, Graphical skills, Numerical skills and Statistical skills. 
Students will demonstrate ability to formulate enquiry and argument. Literacy skills will be of importance 
considering how to communicate to a range of audiences in a suitable manner. This will be assessed in the 1 
hour exam as there is NO coursework. 
 
HOW CAN I SUPPORT MY SON IN THIS SUBJECT?  
Encourage your son to take a wider interest in the subject by watching the news, relevant television programmes, 
using the internet and reading geographical magazines. Discuss any of the issues identified from this wider reading 
and challenge their views on them. 

"Geography is the subject which holds the key to our future" - Michael Palin, 
"Geography prepares for the world of work - geographers, with their skills of analysis are highly 

employable!" 
"Without Geography - You are Knowhere!" 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=27p2k1oot80 Going Places with Geography Part 1 (RGS-IBG). Thinking about 
careers and the future. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=27p2k1oot80


 

HISTORY 

 

WHAT IS THE COURSE ABOUT: 
 
The GCSE History course is divided into four key teaching units that encompass significant national and international 
History from the 12th to the 21st centuries. History skills will be developed throughout the course, which include; 
source analysis, critical thinking, causation and interpretation as well as research skills. 
Conflict and Tension 
1918 ‐ 1939 - This wider world depth study enables students to understand the complex and diverse interests of 
different individuals and states including the Great Powers. It looks at concepts such as national 
self‐determination, ideas of internationalism and the challenges of revising the peace settlement. It focuses on the 
causes of the Second World War and seeks to show how and why conflict occurred and why it proved difficult to 
resolve the issues which caused it. 
 
Russia 
1894 ‐ 1945 - This period study focuses on the development of Russia during a turbulent half century of change. It 
was a period of autocracy and communism – the fall of Tsardom and the rise and consolidation of communism. 
Students will study the political, economic, social and cultural aspects of these two developments and the role ideas 
played in influencing change. 
 
Britain: Power and the People: 

c1170 – present day - This thematic study will enable students to gain an understanding of the development of the 
relationship between the citizen and the state in Britain. It considers the causes, scale, nature and consequences of 
protest. By charting the journey from feudalism and serfdom to democracy and equality, it reveals how, in different 
periods, the state responds to challenges to its authority and their impact. 
 
Elizabethan Britain 
c1568 ‐ 1603 - Students will study in depth the last 35 years of Elizabeth I's reign. The study will focus on major events 
of Elizabeth I’s reign considered from economic, religious, political, social and cultural standpoints, and arising 
contemporary and historical controversies. 
 
The four units studied are assessed by two exam papers taken at the end of Year Eleven: 

Paper One consists of Conflict and Tension 1918‐1939 and Russia 1894 ‐ 1945 which is worth 50% of the 
GCSE.  
Paper Two consists of Britain: Power and the People and the Elizabethan Britain depth study which is 
worth 50% of the GCSE 

 

Pupils will also have the opportunity to visit Ypres in Belgium as part of the Year Nine curriculum focusing on World 
War One. Sites visited include; Langemark, Tynecot, the Menin Gate, Hill 62 and the Pool of Peace. 
 
WHAT EXAMS ARE THERE AND WHEN ARE THEY TAKEN: 
Terminal examinations at the end of Year 11 
 
ASSESSMENTS: 
Continual skills, conceptual and exam based assessment throughout years nine, ten and eleven. 
 
HOW CAN I SUPPORT MY SON IN THIS SUBJECT? 
The subject demands reading around the topics, so any interest shown at home in encouraging your son to complete 
extra research via reading books, the internet or indeed watching T.V documentaries would be helpful. There are also 
many revision books produced by various publishers to aid the learning done in class. A very good history website for 
History revision is GCSE BBC 'Bitesize'.  The most important support you can give your son is that of help when he is 
writing an essay; by reading work through it is helpful to make suggestions on how he could improve his written style, 
use of persuasive language before handing in work. This is really helpful in boys producing much more sophisticated 
work.  



 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
 
 
 

 
WHAT IS THE COURSE ABOUT: 
 
This GCSE in Physical Education will equip students with the knowledge, understanding, skills and values they need 
to be able to develop and maintain their performance in physical activities. Students will also gain understanding of 
how physical activities benefit health, fitness and well-being.  
  
The aims and objectives of this qualification are to enable students to: 
  

 Develop theoretical knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin physical activity and sport 
and use knowledge and understanding to improve performance. 

 Understand how the physiological and psychological state affects performance and physical activity and 
sport. 

 Perform effectively in different physical activities by developing skills and techniques and selecting and using 
tactics, strategies and/or compositional ideas. 

 Develop their ability to analyse and evaluate to improve performance in physical activity and sport. 

 Understand the contribution that physical activity and sport make to health, fitness and well-being. 

 Understand the key socio-cultural influences that can affect people’s involvement in physical activity and 
sport. 

 
WHAT EXAMS ARE THERE AND WHEN ARE THEY TAKEN: 

 Two terminal examinations (long course) at the end of Year 11 

 A practical performance in 3 different activities during Year 11 
 
ASSESSMENTS: 

Year 9 – 11: Regular end of topic tests 
Year 11 Term 3: Personal Exercise Programme and Analysis of Performance Speech 
Year 11 Term 4: Final Practical Exam and Moderation 
 

HOW CAN I SUPPORT MY SON IN THIS SUBJECT?  
Ensure that your son reads around the subject and shows an interest in current sporting issues. 
Ensure that your son completes all homework on time and to a high standard. 
Reinforce that GCSE PE is not just practical sport but sports theory as well. 
 

  



 

PRODUCT DESIGN 
 

 

 

WHAT IS THE COURSE ABOUT: 
 
The Design Technology course will be taught through the subject area of Product Design. Students will be able to 
engage in practical activities to support their knowledge and understanding of the design world and learn how a vast 
range of products are carefully considered before manufacture. Students will get the opportunity to work creatively 
when designing and making by applying technical and practical expertise - this will suit intelligent and creative 
problem solvers. It is a subject ideal for all types of learners who are inquisitive and have a natural desire for how 
things work. The course aims to develop students’ creative and cognitive thinking skills through a diverse range of 
activities ranging from theoretical understanding to practical application of their own ideas. Their technical ability 
will be broadened through working in a well-equipped design area, with a broad range of tools, manufacturing 
materials, and the latest computer aided design and computer aided manufacture equipment. 
 
All pupils will develop as a designer by learning about existing design methodologies and designers. As they develop 
their skills as a designer pupils will learn techniques to turn their ideas into reality. By doing this pupils will gain an 
understanding of how products are made in industry and how they could be improved.  
 
The course builds upon the basics learnt in KS3 engineering and gives the pupils the ability to extend their 
knowledge.  
  
The course is split into a Non exam assessed piece of coursework worth 50% and an exam for the remaining 50%. 
This structure lends itself to those students who are dedicated and hard working.  
  
Product design gives students the challenges and analytical skills they require in a range of subjects and in everyday 
life, whilst providing an environment where they can experiment and have fun trying different ideas and solutions. 
 
WHAT EXAMS ARE THERE AND WHEN ARE THEY TAKEN: 
 Terminal Examination at the end of Year 11 (50%) 
 
ASSESSMENTS: 
            One coursework module is taken in Year 10/11 (50%) 
 
HOW CAN I SUPPORT MY SON IN THIS SUBJECT?  
Encourage him to be inquisitive about objects and how things are made and why. Ask them how they think a car 
works for example, or why a kettle handle needs to be made from a plastic as opposed to a metal. Why doesn’t the 
plastic melt etc. These types of questions cannot be encouraged enough.  
Encourage your son to engage in a practical hobby such as model kits or building small craft objects. 
Encourage them to watch videos on how things are made. These can be found on Youtube. 
Visit a design show, this could be at the Design Museum, The Science Museum or could be a university final year 
design show (Brunel put on a show every year and give out a book containing the graduates work, as do most 
universities) This will help to inspire them into what is possible and engage them in all things design. 
Although there are a number of websites dedicated to the GCSE (such as www.technologystudent.com) the most 
useful information from the internet is in researching the latest technological advances and technology related news 
stories. 
  

http://www.technologystudent.com/


 

BIOLOGY 

 

 

WHAT IS THE COURSE ABOUT: 
 
All students study separate science GCSEs (9-1) in Biology, Chemistry, and Physics.  GCSE Biology is a three year long, 
linear course, assessed via terminal examination (no coursework). 
 
The Topics Covered in Biology include: 

Overarching concepts 
 
Cells and control 
 
Genetics 
 

Natural selection and genetic 
modification 
 
Health, disease and the 
development of medicines 
 
Plant structures and their functions 

Animal coordination control and 
homeostasis 
 
Exchange and transport in animals 
 
Ecosystems and material cycles 

 
WHAT EXAMS ARE THERE AND WHEN ARE THEY TAKEN: 
Students will sit all external exams in May/June of year 11.  There are two papers for each science.  All papers will 
contain content covered throughout the three years of the course: 
There is no option to drop one science and complete the other two. 
Some students may be entered for combined science GCSE.  This is a double award GCSE – students would be 
awarded 2 GCSE qualifications at the same grade.  The combined science examinations will be similar to the separate 
science examinations but shorter, with some questions removed.  

Biology GCSE 
Paper 1 100 marks 1 hour 45min 
Paper 2 100 marks 1 hour 45min 

 
ASSESSMENTS: 
There are no externally assessed controlled assessments or coursework elements to complete in any science GCSE 
qualification. 
 
HOW CAN I SUPPORT MY SON IN THIS SUBJECT?  
Students will be given access to ‘activelearn’, the interactive text book, as well as being supplied with revision guides 
and relevant study materials which they should use throughout the course.  Students will be tested throughout the 
course on the topics they complete.  It is vital that they develop good revision and study habits.  
 
Useful websites are:   

https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/ 
https://subscription.echalk.co.uk/login/loginFailed.aspx?err=2&ReturnUrl=/index.htm (username ggsaccess, 
password student) 
https://members.gcsepod.com  

 
There are several additional revision guides/ workbooks available for science from a variety of companies. It is 
important to ensure that you obtain one for the Edexcel GCSE (9-1) course in Biology. 
 

https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/
https://subscription.echalk.co.uk/login/loginFailed.aspx?err=2&ReturnUrl=/index.htm
https://members.gcsepod.com/


 

CHEMISTRY 
 

 

 

WHAT IS THE COURSE ABOUT: 
 
All students study separate science GCSEs (9-1) in Biology, Chemistry, and Physics.  GCSE Chemistry is a three year 
long, linear course, assessed via terminal examination (no coursework). 
 
The Topics Covered in Chemistry include: 
 
Formulae, equations and hazards 

Atomic structure, periodic table, 
ionic and covalent bonding, 
calculations 

States of matter 

Groups in the periodic table 

Methods of separating and 
purifying 

Acids 

Obtaining and using metals 

Electrolytic processes  

Reversible reactions and 
equilibria 

Transition metals and alloys 

Quantitative analysis 

Dynamic equilibria and volumes 
of gas equations 

Chemical and fuel cells 

Organic chemistry 

 
WHAT EXAMS ARE THERE AND WHEN ARE THEY TAKEN: 
Students will sit all external exams in May/June of year 11.  There are two papers for each science.  All papers will 
contain content covered throughout the three years of the course: 
There is no option to drop one science and complete the other two. 
Some students may be entered for combined science GCSE.  This is a double award GCSE – students would be 
awarded 2 GCSE qualifications at the same grade.  The combined science examinations will be similar to the separate 
science examinations but shorter, with some questions removed.  

Chemistry GCSE 
Paper 1 100 marks 1 hour 45min 
Paper 2 100 marks 1 hour 45min 

 
ASSESSMENTS: 
There are no externally assessed controlled assessments or coursework elements to complete in any science GCSE 
qualification. 
 
HOW CAN I SUPPORT MY SON IN THIS SUBJECT?  
Students will be given access to ‘activelearn’, the interactive text book, as well as being supplied with revision guides 
and relevant study materials which they should use throughout the course.  Students will be tested throughout the 
course on the topics they complete.  It is vital that they develop good revision and study habits.  
Useful websites are: 

https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/ 
https://subscription.echalk.co.uk/login/loginFailed.aspx?err=2&ReturnUrl=/index.htm (usernameggsaccess, 
password student) 

 
There are several additional revision guides/ workbooks available for science from a variety of companies. It is 
important to ensure that you obtain one for the Edexcel GCSE (9-1) course Chemistry. 

  

https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/
https://subscription.echalk.co.uk/login/loginFailed.aspx?err=2&ReturnUrl=/index.htm


 

ENGLISH 

 
 
 
WHAT IS THE COURSE ABOUT: 
 
This is a two year integrated course. All students will sit examinations in both English Language and English 
Literature at the end of the course. 
 
There are no internally assessed components, the exams make up the entire grade in both subjects. 
 
Speaking and Listening is assessed separately and will not count towards GCSE grades.  There is a separate 
endorsement for Speaking and Listening that will awarded to all students studying GCSE English Language. 
 
 
WHAT EXAMS ARE THERE AND WHEN ARE THEY TAKEN: 
Terminal Examinations at the end of Year 11 

 English Language Paper 1 (50%) 

 English Language Paper 2 (50%) 
 

 English Literature Paper 1 (40%) 

 English Literature Paper 2 (60%) 
 
ASSESSMENTS: 
Language: 

 Paper 1: Reading – Fiction and Writing – Descriptive or Narrative 

 Paper 2: Reading – Non‐Fiction and Writing – Presenting a Viewpoint 
 
Literature: 

 Paper 1: Shakespeare and 19th Century Novel 

 Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry 
 
 
HOW CAN I SUPPORT MY SON IN THIS SUBJECT? 
BBC Bitesize,http://www.teachit.co.uk/armoore/,www.aqa.org.uk are useful websites. 
 
The English Department runs regular revision sessions for GCSE students during the terms leading up to their exams. 
 
  

http://www.teachit.co.uk/armoore/%2Cwww.aqa.org.uk


 

MATHEMATICS 

 

 
WHAT IS THE COURSE ABOUT: 
 
COURSE AIMS  
The chief aim of the course is that students should experience mathematics as a meaningful, stimulating and 
enjoyable activity, which can be brought to bear on many situations in an illuminating or practically useful way. 
LEVELS OF GCSE ENTRY  
Mathematics GCSE is assessed at two levels, HIGHER and FOUNDATION. Candidates who are entered at HIGHER 
Level can obtain grades 9,8,7,6,5,4 or U. At FOUNDATION level candidates can achieve grades 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 or 
U. Since more than 90% of our students are expected to achieve a 6 grade or better, with the remainder achieving 
a 5, it is anticipated that all of our students will be entered at the Higher level.  
PATHWAYS  
At GGS we provide different pathways for students to progress through KS4. Set 1 will do a linear GCSE in 
Mathematics as well as Additional Mathematics, a level 3 qualification. The remaining sets do GCSE preparation 
work during year 9 before following the following courses during years 10 and 11. Sets 2 and below  do a single 
Linear GCSE in Mathematics. We place students in the set which is most appropriate for their ability and that will 
allow them to achieve the best possible grade. 
EXPECTATIONS  
In Set 1 we expect all students to achieve grade 8 or 9 in their GCSE. In Sets 2 and 3 we expect all students to 
achieve at least grade 7 in their GCSE. In Set 4 and 5 we expect almost all students to achieve a grade 7 in their 
GCSE Mathematics, with some achieving a grade 6. In Set 6, we expect almost all students to achieve a grade 6 in 
their GCSE Mathematics, with a few achieving grade 5 and even some 7’s. 
PROGRESSION TO A LEVEL 
In order to take A level Mathematics students should be aiming to achieve grade 7 or above on their respective 
GCSE courses. They should also enjoy doing, and be fluent at, algebraic manipulation, as this is a key 
component of A level Mathematics. Students from the higher sets may also wish to study Further Mathematics at 
A level. 
 
WHAT EXAMS ARE THERE AND WHEN ARE THEY TAKEN: 
All of the GCSE courses at GGS are 100% assessed by examination. All sets will sit their Linear GCSE Mathematics 
exams in June of year 11. Set 1 will also sit their Additional Mathematics qualification in June of year 11. 
ASSESSMENTS: 
Students will be pleased to know that there is NO controlled assessment in any of the GCSE courses at GGS.  
 
HOW CAN I SUPPORT MY SON IN THIS SUBJECT? 
SUPPORT AT HOME  
Parents can help their sons at home by making sure that they do the following: 
Homework:  Routine homework and assignments set for homework. Homework is set twice a week although some 
assignments may take up two slots. 
Revision: In each term every set will have either a termly test, a mock exam in preparation for a real exam or a real 
exam. It is essential that boys prepare fully for all such tests and exams by looking over their notes but, more 
importantly, by doing questions or past papers.  
EXTRA SUPPORT AT SCHOOL 
Maths Clinic:  This runs in room 203 at lunchtimes (1:00pm to 2:15pm) Monday, Wednesday and Thursday. It is 
staffed by one or two maths teachers and sixth form maths prefects. Students can attend clinic by their own choice 
or may be sent there by their maths teacher to catch up on work missed, redo poor work or get extra support if they 
struggle with a topic in class. Whenever possible, boys should not leave homework to the night before the due date, 
as this will allow then the opportunity to go to clinic to get help if they are stuck. 



 

PHYSICS 

 
WHAT IS THE COURSE ABOUT: 
 
All students study separate science GCSEs (9‐1) in Biology, Chemistry, and Physics. GCSE Physics is a three year long, 
linear course, assessed via terminal examination (no coursework). 

 
The Topics Covered in Physics: 

 Motion, Forces and Energy 
Conservation of Energy 
Waves 

 Light and the 
Electromagnetic 

 Spectrum 

 Particle Model Radioactivity 
Astronomy 

 Forces doing Work 
 
 
 
 
 

 Moments 

 Electricity and Circuits Static 
Electricity Magnetism and 
Motors Electromagnetic 
induction 

 Forces and matter 

 
WHAT EXAMS ARE THERE AND WHEN ARE THEY TAKEN: 
Students will sit all external exams in May/June of year 11. There are two papers for each science. All papers will 
contain content covered throughout the three years of the course: 
 
There is no option to drop one science and complete the other two. 
Some students may be entered for combined science GCSE. This is a double award GCSE – students would be 
awarded 2 GCSE qualifications at the same grade. The combined science examinations will be similar to the separate 
science examinations but shorter, with some questions removed 
 

Paper 1 
100 marks 
1 hour 45min 

 

Paper 2 
100 marks 
1 hour 45min 

 
ASSESSMENTS: 
There are no externally assessed controlled assessments or coursework elements to complete in any science 
GCSE qualification. 
 

HOW CAN I SUPPORT MY SON IN THIS SUBJECT? 
 
Students will be given access to ‘activelearn’, the interactive text book, as well as being supplied with revision guides 
and relevant study materials which they should use throughout the course. Students will be tested throughout the 
course on the topics they complete. It is vital that they develop good revision and study habits. Useful websites are: 
https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/ http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/ 
https://subscription.echalk.co.uk/login/loginFailed.aspx?err=2&ReturnUrl=/index.htm (username ggsaccess, 
password student) 
There are several additional revision guides/ workbooks available for science from a variety of companies. It is 
important to ensure that you obtain one for the Edexcel GCSE (9‐1) course in Physics. 

http://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/
http://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/


 

spanish 

 
WHAT IS THE COURSE ABOUT: 
 
With 329 million native speakers, Spanish is a truly global language. It is spoken not only in Spain and Latin America, 
but a knowledge of Spanish is becoming increasingly important in the United States. The British Council’s 2013 
report entitled ‘Languages of the Future’ identified Spanish as the UK’s number one language to learn. In the 21st 
century, communication is the skill which will distinguish great employees from the merely good ones. At GGS, we 
believe that knowledge of languages is vital to becoming confident and successful citizen in tomorrow’s world.  
 
GCSE 
Having begun Spanish in year 7 and opted either for French and/or Spanish at GCSE, our students are well placed to 
continue their language studies. The GCSE examination tests students' reading, writing, listening and speaking skills. 
In Spanish, we use a range of materials from different sources to prepare students for the challenges of the exam. 
These include MP3 audio, course books, videos, DVDs, Quizlet and extra resources available on our Google sites.  
Students have the opportunity to develop their speaking skills further in preparation for the oral examination, in 
small groups with our native-speaker assistants. 
It is essential that pupils have a good dictionary.  
 
Visits 
Students studying Languages at GGS have the opportunity to visit countries where their chosen Languages are 
spoken. 
Normally, we offer a day trip to France for year 7, a residential trip to both France (years 9&10) and Spain (years 11, 
12&13). We also offer revision conferences to GCSE students to help support them in Year 10 or 11.  
 
Specifications (syllabi)  
We study the AQA new GCSE Spanish specification. 
 
WHAT EXAMS ARE THERE AND WHEN ARE THEY TAKEN: 
Final Examinations at the end of Year 11 (listening, reading, writing, speaking and translation). 
 
ASSESSMENTS: 
The AQA exams will measure how students have achieved the following assessment objectives. 

 AO1: Listening – understand and respond to different types of spoken language. 

 AO2: Speaking – communicate and interact effectively in speech. 

 AO3: Reading – understand and respond to different types of written language. 
 AO4: Writing – communicate in writing. 

 
HOW CAN I SUPPORT MY SON IN THIS SUBJECT?   
Useful websites are www.linguascope.co.uk  has a specific section for GCSE to suit Foundation and Higher in both 
languages. www.vocabexpress.co.uk; www.oye.org.uk have a lot of GCSE interactive activities for both languages. 
 
www.atantot.co.uk (ID Gravesend/password 4722) has a KS4 Foundation level section and www.wordreference.com 
(for all languages). www.espanol-extra (Spanish only, ID grgr/password gravesend50) are our recommended online 
reference websites.  You can buy revision guidebooks like GCSE Bitesize Spanish Interactive Tutor, which can be 
bought from any bookshop like WHS Smith. The Letts series is a particular good one. Make sure that the guidebook 
has a CD for the listening tasks.  
 
Don’t forget to also have a good dictionary! 
 

http://www.linguascope.co.uk/
http://www.vocabexpress.co.uk/
http://www.oye.org.uk/
http://www.atantot.co.uk/
http://www.wordreference.com/
http://www.espanol-extra/

