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CELEBRATION, EXCITEMENT & SADNESS
The exam season is upon us once again
and with it all the pressures on students,
parents and staff. I hope that all our
candidates do themselves full justice this
year and can look forward to another
splendid set of results in August – good
luck to everyone!

this year and students and guests heard
from Old Gravesendian, Sub-Lieutenant
Chris Windsor RN, who left in 2010. At
one time Chris was the youngest commissioned office in the Royal Navy following his passing out from BRNC Dartmouth and was able to tell us about both
the rigors of flying training and service at
sea.

ment during the Hustings as students
presented some well thought-out prepared questions and some incisive improvised ones.

Now the outcome of the election is clear
it seems that Education will have the
same politician at the helm. It is probably a forlorn hope that this might mean
some stability in the medium term.

This year the start of the exam season
GSW
coincided with the General Election. Mr
Townsend arranged for all the candidates standing in Gravesham (with the
exception of the Lib Dems who were
represented by the candidate in the adjoining constituency) to be “grilled”
by members of the
Sixth Form. The full
range of topics
were covered but
there was some
particularly heated
discussion around
positive campaigning, the political
engagement
of
young people and
As usual we celebrated the success of immigration. There Party candidates get close
our current students at Prize Giving in was certainly no questioning from students
April. The event was really well attended shortage of engage-

OBITUARY
Distinguished Old Gravesendian Frank Gibson OBE
died at the end of April at
the age of 89. As a pupil
from 1936-43 he was one of
the boys evacuated to Beccles. He served with distinction in the Royal Navy before
going to the LSE and Oxford
Picture: Kentonline
University after which he
worked for many years in the Colonial Civil Service in Africa as
a District Officer in Uganda. On his return to the UK he began
a long period of Local Government service. For many years he
served as a local and county councillor, becoming Mayor of

Gravesham in 1985 and a Freeman of the Borough in 1995.
He became Chair of Kent County Council in 2003 and one of
the very first Honorary Aldermen of KCC as recently as 2009.
He was awarded an OBE in 1994 for services to KCC.
As part of his many years of service to the community he
served as a Governor of this (as well as other ones) school for
26 years being Chair from 1982-94. It was typical of the man
that he found time to help the school as well as all his other
commitments. Over the years Frank Gibson was a source of
excellent advice based on his experience, sharp intellect and
loyalty to the school. He was also a frequent visitor to musical,
dramatic, sporting and celebratory events. His contributions
will be sadly missed and our thoughts are with his wife, Susan,
children and grandchildren.
GSW
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STAFF NEWS

TRUST & GOVERNANCE NEWS

CONGRATULATIONS TO …..
Mrs Sutton and her
husband on the
birth of their son
last month.

Welcome back to Mrs Rhys as she
returns from her maternity leave.
We say goodbye to Mr Haves
(temporarily), Mr McCarthy and Mr
Gill, who have been helping out in
the English, Science and Maths
Departments respectively. Mr
Haves and Mr McCarthy are continuing their studies at University and
Mr Gill will be returning in September to begin his teacher training
with us. We also say goodbye to
our two Language Assistants, Stra
Saez Morcilla and Mlle Sannier, as
they return home to continue their
studies in Spain and France respectively.
We thank you for all you have done
and wish you all the best for the
future.

PARLEZ-VOUS FRANÇAIS?
We are looking for a committed and
flexible person with a good command of the French language to
come to do conversation practice in
small groups with mainly our KS4
students who are preparing their
speaking controlled assessments.
This post would suit a retired person or a person who doesn't work.
DBS disclosure needed.
If you are interested, please send
your email details to: dunnel@gravesendgrammar.eu
If you know someone who could be
interested, please forward them
this email address:
dunnel@gravesendgrammar.eu
GGS Newsletter

Since my last report in December 2014,
the following meetings of the GGSAT
Trust and GGS LGB and their relevant
committees have taken place:
GGSAT Board of Directors
The Trust Board has met on two occasions – 11th December 2014 and 31st
March 2015
In December, Directors received routine
reports from the Executive Head, Executive Primary Head and the Local Governing Bodies. They noted a report from the
Finance Committee on various matters
and considered, and adopted, a revised
Manual of Financial Procedures and Regulations applying to the systems of financial control for the Gravesend Grammar
School Academies Trust and incorporating policies on Reserves and Investments; Gifts and Hospitality; and Accounting. In addition, the Directors
agreed and adopted Admission arrangements for GGS and Whitehill Primary
School.
Directors also considered and adopted
the Trust’s Annual Report and Accounts
which were reported to the GGSAT Annual General Meeting which was held
immediately after the Board meeting.
At the meeting in March, Directors noted
that Mrs Eileen Davis had resigned as a
Director.
In addition to routine reports from Executive Heads, Local Governing Bodies and
GGSAT Committees for Finance and Personnel, Directors approved a GGSAT Vision Statement and adopted the Trust’s
Complaints Procedure.
The next Board meeting is due to be held
on 14 July 2015.
Gravesend Grammar School
Standards Committee
The GGS Standards Committee met on 3
February 2015 when the main focus of
the meeting was to consider analyses of
pupil performance data relating to examination results for Summer 2014. Various student-related issues were also
discussed.
The next meeting of the Standards Committee is due to be held on 4th June 2015.
Gravesend Grammar School
Resources Committee
At the meeting on 10th February 2015,
Mrs Alison Jeffrey was elected as Chair of
the GGS Resources Committee.
Governors reviewed expenditure to date
for the current financial year and received independent examination reports

of School Fund and the School Development Fund.
Governors considered lettings and canteen charges for 2014/15 and put forward recommendations for approval by
the GGS LGB at its meeting on 31st March
2015.
Reports on premises issues were also
received.
The next meeting of the Resources Committee is due to be held on 11th June
2015.
Gravesend Grammar School
Local Governing Body
Two new Director-appointed Governors
have been appointed recently: Mr Rene
Cochlin and Mr Paul Tasker.
The GGS Local Governing Body met on
3rd March 2015 when Mr Emlyn Rees
gave a brief presentation on Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural Education and
how these elements were incorporated
across the curriculum.
Governors received routine reports from
the Associate Head; Monitoring Link
Governors; and the Resources and
Standards Committees.
Governors also reviewed and adopted a
revised Safeguarding Policy and Procedures document.
Governors approved the School canteen
charges for 2015-16. The cost of meals
from September will be as follows:
•Main Meal (cash)
•Main Meal & Dessert (cash)
•Main Meal & Dessert (pre-pay)

£2.40
£2.90
£2.40

As in previous years, the increase in
charges will not apply to those who have
maintained a continuous standing order
since joining the scheme.
Parents wishing to apply for pre-pay
lunches should contact the School’s Finance Officer, Mr Fielder-White
(e-mail fielderwhitem@gravesendgrammar.eu ) or
telephone 01474 331893).
Governors agreed that school lettings
charges were held at their current levels
for another 12 months.
The next meeting of the Local Governing
Body is due to be held on 25th June 2015.
Janet Carmody
Clerk & Company Secretary
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HEAD STUDENT REPORT

CAN YOU HELP?

A lot has happened over the past few weeks:
the General Election is finally over, students
have started their exams and the new Head
Student Team has been appointed. We have
used such time to try and establish what our
roles entail and even with the exam season
underway, we, as a team, are eager to get
stuck in with these new responsibilities, and
we will try our hardest to match the achievements of the previous Head Boy Team who
set the standard very high.

SPONSORED WALK –

Although we have only started our new
roles, we have been kept busy with helping
out at Parents’ Evenings and Prize Giving.
We even organised a political debate for
classes in the Lower School, following the
debate of the local candidates two weeks
ago, which was very informative and entertaining at the same time.
As a team, we have a range of different interests and ideas we hope to implement
over the next few months and the coming
year. With the Rugby World Cup fast approaching, we are interested in introducing
some new competitions between the different year groups to get everybody in a
sporting mood. At the same time, we are
looking to develop some ideas relating to
music and drama within the school, an area
both Dominique and Bolaji are particularly
interested in.

WEDNESDAY, 17TH JUNE 2015
If there are any parents/carers who would be willing to help with this
year’s sponsored walk, we’d love to hear from you. As in previous years,
you will be required to either walk or marshal (the choice is yours).
If you would like to put your name forward, or require any further information,
please
contact
Mrs
West
at
the
School
–
westj@gravesendgrammar.eu or 01474 369555 (term time only).
To all those who have already returned forms offering their help, thank
you! I will be in touch after half term with precise details for the day.
JLW

CHALLENGING ISLAMOPHOBIA
Year 8s have been studying Islam
and given the ever-present fears of
extremism and terrorism, The Religious Education
Department's
aim last term was to engage students in intelligent debate and understanding of this religion.
In an activity involving writing a letter
to the Headteacher expressing their
views on the matter, the students
listed below, were chosen to meet
with Mr Wybar to explain why schools
should concern themselves with
the
challenging of Islamophobia
and in specific, why allowing Muslim

students time away from lesson for
Islamic prayer is important. They were
chosen from the entire year group
for their interesting use of argument
and
reasoning,
thus
demonstrating the positive attitude our students here at GGS have towards religious tolerance.
Congratulations to :
Emmanuelle Olodude 8F, Flynn Gurney 8H, Oscar Wooding 8H, Jordan
Jarrett 8T, Julius Sireikis 8C
NR

MATHS CHALLENGE

I am looking forward to the coming year and
on behalf of the entire Head Student Team, I
would like to wish everyone sitting their exams the best of luck.
Govindrai Singh Cheema
Head Student

At the Motorway services
Two long distance lorry drivers were
in a motorway café.

A CHALLENGE FROM THE GEOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT
WHERE IN THE WORLD…?
"Starbucks is everywhere."
But how well do you know
exactly where? Consider
any patterns you can identify, shapes and outlines of
the city itself—Which of
the following cities is this?
Miami, Phoenix, Boston,
Las Vegas
Answer on page 18
GGS Newsletter

The first driver paid £8.45 for a cup of
coffee, 4 sandwiches and 10 doughnuts.
The second driver paid £6.30 for a cup
of coffee, 3 sandwiches and 7 doughnuts.
How much would they have paid for
only a sandwich with a coffee and a
doughnut?
Answer on page 18
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Careers News
As I write this, Year 12 are in the middle of their AS exams but once they
are over there is plenty to be getting
on with to make the most of the time
through the summer. Now is a key
time for university open days and so
if you haven’t booked any up yet,
start planning them in. Each student
is allowed up to three days out of
school to attend open days, and several universities have open days at
the weekend too. When you are
getting ready to go here are some
points to consider as recommended
by UEA:
Open Days are packed full of activities, talks and tours so it helps to
prepare in advance. Here are a few
of our top tips!
 Make a list of the talks you want
to attend: go to the subject talk first
and fit other talks and tours around
it.
 Speak to the lecturers and admissions staff to find out more about

the course.
 Take a campus tour and look at
the different types of accommodation and try to imagine yourself living there.
Check out the sports facilities and
Students Union and see if there are
Clubs and Societies you'd like to
join.
And finally, speak to current students about their experiences and
remember to ask questions, lots of
questions!
In addition to open days there are
also lots of taster courses on offer,
many of which are free. Taster courses are a great opportunity to test out
a particular subject area to confirm if
you want to study it at degree level.
It is also a great example for your
personal statement to demonstrate
subject interest above and beyond
the curriculum.
I recommend the London Taster
Courses as a good start point, browse
available courses and book online:

http://www.london.ac.uk/
tasters.html
My final tip for preparation is to get
reading. No matter what course you
are considering, reading texts that
are outside your A-level curriculum
will always look good to an admissions tutor. It doesn’t have to be a
weighty tome from the depths of the
British Library, keeping up to date
with current affairs relating to your
course or the latest technical advancements can be equally valuable.
A word of warning… take care to only
mention in your personal statement
literature that you have actually
read. Every now and then an embarrassed applicant has come face to
face at interview with the author of
the obscure technical paper or play
that they have declared to “find absolutely enthralling!”
Jenny Douse
Careers
(dousej@gravesendgrammar.eu )

where their initiatives and application
skills were tested against a panel of recognised figures in the field of finance.
Given the situation provided, both
teams, with no accountancy skills, performed admirably against schools and
collages who did in fact study the required subject.
A complex blend of speaking skills and
critical thinking helped format the recipe
to what could be concluded as a valiant
performance, which was recognised and

commented on by individuals in the
room.
All involved enjoyed the day very much
gaining valuable experience in the field
of finance, speaking and addressing the
public and coming to a judgement.
We were disappointed not to have gone
through to the finals but will certainly
like to take part again next year or help
to prepare the next candidates.

BASE COMPETITION

Two teams were selected from the AS
Economics classes to take part in the
annual BASE ( Business, Accountancy,
Skills, Education ) Competition held at
Ashford Enterprise Centre.
In what could be considered as a grinding day, students from both teams participated in an Accountancy Challenge
where they were tested on their economic skills relating to a genuine real life
challenge.
The teams encountered difficulties
GGS Newsletter

Charlie Cumiskey US1
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SKI TRIP TO PILA

On Saturday 4th April, a group of our
students eagerly waited for a coach
to arrive at the school. This coach
was a special one too, taking all of us
to the Aosta Valley in Italy for a funpacked week of skiing. Once the luggage was sorted out and everyone on
board, it was time to leave for Pila ski
resort in Italy and face the seventeen
hour coach journey ahead of us.
However, I think we can all say that
the journey was worth it for the
great week we had!
We arrived in the Aosta Valley Sunday lunchtime, where we were greeted with beautiful sunshine and clear
skies, not the sort of weather you
would expect for skiing. We headed
straight for ski hire where we were
equipped with boots, skis, poles and
helmets. This is where we also met
our lovely coordinator, Lauren, who
had been our coordinator from the
ski trip last year. Once the fit was
complete, we headed to our hotel to
be welcomed by the accommodating
staff, and even more importantly by
a bowl of fresh pasta. Many students
chose to have an early night so they
could be up and ready for the 07:00
start the following morning, eagerly
awaiting their skiing week to begin.

Our week began on Monday at 7:00
am, when there is nothing better to
wake up to than Mr Rees and Mr Pallant pounding on the door until you
GGS Newsletter

out too—such as best skier, tidiest
room and best stack of the week.
As some quick final comments, I
would like to wish James Howard
good luck with his skiing. Not only
did he win best skier on the trip, he
has picked by his ski instructor to
enter the selection process for the
InterSki scholarship. I’m sure I speak
on behalf of all the staff and students
that we wish him good luck with the
scholarship. I would also like to take
this opportunity to thank: Mr Pallant,
Mrs Humphreys, Ms Lewis, Mr Rees
and Mr Newman. They put up with a
large group of excitable students for
open it! After breakfast we were split
into our ski groups which were allocated by experience and ability. This
formed four beginner groups, two
intermediate groups and two advanced groups (which became one
by the end of the week due to shifting of groups and injuries). No matter
what ability any of the students
were, we all became better and more
improved skiers by the end of the
a week and still managed to keep the
week.
trip organised. With a massive thank
The whole week was great fun! We you to Mr Pallant for organising this
did various activities in the evenings trip every year and making sure it
from bowling to eating pizza and runs so smoothly.
from a disco night to a quiz night.
Some were far more eventful and
memorable than others; such as the
‘plank’ competition (won by Joe
Jenken with an impressive 6 mins 52
secs) as an extra round of the quiz,
and the bumps and bruises at the
disco from too much enthusiastic
‘moshing’. Coming on to injuries, we
actually managed to have three broken thumbs amongst our group, as
well as a fractured wrist! All of this
led to the Awards night on the final
GREAT TRIP! GREAT EXPERIENCE!
evening of the trip, where our inGREAT OPPORTUNITY! This will be
structors were handed out our cermy fifth and sadly last ski trip with
tificates rating our ability using a star,
GGS and I have loved every single
merit and distinction system. This
one. Please take up the opportunity
really showed all of the students and
to go on one of the School’s ski trips
staff how much progress we had
as they are great fun. You will not
made in the week of skiing. However,
regret it!
it was not only the instructors handing out certificates, the staff had Harry Howes-Watson UD1
some of their own awards to hand
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ANDALUCIA

Over the Easter Weekend Spanish students from Year 11 and the Sixth Form
left the cold and rain of England behind
to bask in the sun and heat of the Costa
del Sol. After an extremely early flight we
landed in a warm Malaga and eager for
some Hispanic culture. After a quick stop
off at our hotel in Benalmádena, a small
town just outside of Malaga, we made
our way into the small but beautiful
Benalmádena Marina. This was host to a
shopping centre and an array of shops
and restaurants where students where
challenged to use some Spanish in the
purchasing of items; although this tended to be ice-cream. Ice-cream was, of
course, the perfect prize for the successful use of Spanish (even if some pointing
and hand signals were involved) and this
was only the start of an already busy
day. The afternoon was spent in the vibrant Malaga city centre which was preparing itself for a weekend Easter Festival. Our first point of call in Malaga was
El Castillo de Gibralfaro which was situated on a hill top with spectacular views
spanning the whole city. It was a truly
outstanding view and with the great
weather visibility was perfect. After a self
-guided tour of the castle, which was
home to the Muslims who settled in
southern Spain, we made the difficult
walk down the steep hillside into the
harbour and Malaga town centre. After a
wander around the town we had a guided tour of Malaga’s football stadium; La
Rosaleda. Although quite a small stadium
it plays host to a pretty good team who
have over the years produced some
equally brilliant players. That evening
was spent relaxing after an eventful day
as well as preparing ourselves for an
even more eventful next day.
Friday morning consisted of a self-guided
GGS Newsletter

tour of our host town, Benalmádena, its simply a stunning piece of culture and
park and town centres. The superb sun- Spanish heritage that left no doubt as to
shine and radiant heat which didn’t go why it is the most visited destination in
Spain. After an in-depth tour we made
the short walk down the mountain to
Granada town centre which was a bustling metropolis, with a maze like layout
of small back streets full of bars and tapas restaurants. After spending the day in
Granada, it was time to make our way
back to the hotel. As the coach was
parked across the other side of town we
obviously had to walk but as it was Good
Friday in religious Spain, we become a
Visiting the football stadium
part of the Good Friday Parade getting
too well on the two hour drive to Grana- stuck on the wrong side of the road as
da, home of Alhambra Palace and the the march was happening. Most of the
most visited tourist destination in the evening was spent wading through the
whole of Spain. The palace grounds were crowds and compact streets in a game of
a huge complex dominating a mountain hide and seek with the bus. After some
side with breathtaking views of Granada, time and a lot of miles covered we locatthe surrounding mountains and land- ed the coach and left a fantastic city for
scape stretching for miles. The palace the welcoming sight of our beds.
was first built in the early 13th Century by Saturday proved to be equally busy in
Muslim settlers from northern Africa and Sevilla but this time we managed to miss
this was out the Easter celebrations which started
resembled in
the architecture
with typical
patterns
and
styles of
countries
like Morocco.
Seville
Over the
decades much later than the previous day. We
Alhambra
comstarted our time in the Plaza de Espana
manders which was primarily built for the World
and monarchs have added more build- Expo to try and showcase Spain as a desings and extra palaces to the site. It was tination during the early 20th Century.
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ANDALUCIA continued
This was followed by lunch in the park
under a canopy of trees and accompanied by a duck pond. Due to the sheer
amount of people our entrance to the
Cathedral and Giralda tower had to be
delayed to later on when the queues
died down. Instead we spent this time
exploring Sevilla’s old town which was,
what might be described as, quintessentially Spanish consisting of small streets
and many small squares. At this point
students used this time to chill in a café,
watch the football and shelter from the
30 degrees heat. The cathedral was a
huge building filled with ornate statues,
paintings and stain glass windows. It was
originally built as a Mosque by the Muslim rulers but centuries later when the
Christians regained the land it was converted and added to. The Giralda Tower
was a staggering 98m high and required
climbing forty flights of steps, although
tiring the view at the top was well worth

the energy. The two and a half hour
drive back to the hotel was followed by
dinner and a stroll down to the beach
where a game of beach football, or
American football, was inevitable. Even
the darkness of night couldn’t stop the
students from playing and the cool night
time was a welcome relief to the sweltering heat of the day.
Easter Sunday was our last day in Spain
and was more of a relaxing day spending
more time playing football on the beach
and a second trip to Benalmádena’s Marina for last minute gift shopping. Naturally there were moments of pure comedy including a time when one of the Year
11 students was locked in the toilet for
an hour and, less comically, the loss of a
boarding pass. Due to the lovely weather
conditions of Spain many wore shorts on
the last day and were shocked when
greeted (distastefully) with the cold
British air upon arrival.

Football on the beach
Overall this was a fantastic trip that I
urge the languages department to do
again in later years, although a few more
days would be required to fit everything
in and to enable more thorough guides
and visits.
Dan Fullager 13UD1

IF YOU ENJOYED READING THAT, READ ON….(trip to Andalucia not included!)
For a little over a year, I have spent
my time working closely with staff
and students alike to produce the
School’s newsletter each term. Over
the course of this year I have contributed to the newsletter by writing
articles; organising and allocating
staff members and students to write
articles,
conducted
interviews,
delved into some photography and
became editor of the finished product. Most of my time, however, was
used chasing people for promised
articles, sometimes difficult for
those who were also juggling
coursework or exam revision.
This time has particularly prepared
me for student life during Year 13
and beyond into the wider world;
developing my writing, organisational and editorial skills. It has also enabled me to be able to consistently
meet deadlines whilst balancing
school and social life which is particularly useful for working under presGGS Newsletter

sure in real life scenarios. Most of all
it was great to see and be a part of a
school where so many extracurricular activities take place as
well as student participation outside
of school.

If interested or want additional information then please get in contact
with either myself or Mrs Humphreys
via
email
(08fullagerd@gravesendgrammar.eu
or (humphreysh@gravesendgrammar.eu )
or directly in person. If you’re unsure about the workload or what it
actually entails then perhaps the
best option is to do a trial run after
exams in Term 6, and when my exams are finished I will probably
spend some of my extra summer
time helping out here and there so
the new team or individual doesn’t
feel alone or overcome by the task.
Thank you so much and hopefully
we will have a new team ready and
rearing to go for the next year.

Sadly this is my last term as a GGS
student and we need someone to
take over. This is open to any student who has primary interest in
helping out the School that has done
so much for them either since Year 7
or since joining in September. As the
newsletter is aimed at the students
it seems only right that it should be
written and organised by the students as well. It’s not a huge burden
on your free time or a hindrance to
your studies and is extremely helpful
for your CV and Personal Statement Students from all years are welcome
when the time comes! Ideally the to get involved!
best candidate will be organised and
interested in writing but does not Dan Fullager 13UD1
have to study English or any other
essay based subject.
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YORKSHIRE DALES WALKING TRIP
27 boys went on the Yorkshire Trip this
year, with one old boy of the school
coming along to help out. Four staff led
the trip: Mr Burton, Mr Singh, Mr Poon
and Mr Dunne. Mr Foster, who has also
done work with the Duke of Edinburgh
Scheme, came along too.
Luke Hughes, who has been on the trip
three times now, writes:
I have attended the Yorkshire Dales trip
for the last three years and intend to
carry on in the future. I enjoy this trip
each year because of the people I go
gone with. Mr Dunne and Mr Burton
(Senior) have been with me on this trip
for all three years and the last two years
with Mr Singh and Mr Poon. Most importantly, I go to have fun on this trip: it
is always down to the students, such as
the Year 7 boys, or “Unter Munchkins” as
Mr Dunne calls them. I have enjoyed my
time at the bunk barn we stay in because
of the fun and jokes we can have. Our
walking guide, called Dave, adds to the
fun, as his knowledge and jokes make
everyone laugh. The games we play after
walking, such as football, pool and table
tennis, keep us entertained in the evenings.
One of the things that make this trip is

the preparing of the food, which can either go to plan or, as usual with me and
the others in my year, catastrophically
wrong. This always ends with us being

GGS Newsletter

gime where years usually stick together:
instead, boys from nearly every year
group have to mix with one another and
this leads to friendships they wouldn’t
otherwise make. I look forward to next
year’s trip when, hopefully, the sixth formers remember to turn the oven on
when we make dinner for everyone else
at the end of a long, hard day’s walk.

the target of Mr Dunne’s insults which,
perhaps fortunately, most of the time
none of us understand.
But the main point of the trip, as its
name suggests, is the walking. Each year
it is different: on my first year it was cold
and snowed, typical Yorkshire weather;
in the second year, the heavy rain made
the sauna seem very welcoming; but if
you can believe it, this year it was sunny
and I, along with quite a few others, got
nicely tanned.
This was the first time on the trip for
another:
I thoroughly enjoyed the Yorkshire trip
this year. I’ve never been on it before and
will definitely be going again and there
are several reasons for this. The first is
the atmosphere that the trip has: it is
very laid back and friendly in nature.
Whether it be talking amongst your
peers or chatting with a teacher on the
trip, there is never a dull moment. The
second reason is it is a very beautiful
area with many bewitching views wherever we walked. The trip involves ascending the three major peaks in the Dales
(Wernside, Ingleborough and Pen-YGhent) and we must hike up to the top.
Although the walks are a trek they are
incredibly rewarding. The last reason I
shall mention is the connection the trip
forms between those who go on the trip
as it breaks down the usual school re-

One Old Boy came back to help out with
the trip this year, having himself gone on
the trip in every year since he joined the
School:
I just wanted to say a huge “thank you”
for having me on the trip this year: I enjoyed it as I have for the last eight years.
It has been a pleasure to be part of the
incredibly dysfunctional Yorkshire Trip
Family!
The things that stuck out for me would
have been the change in weather from
sunny and being boiling hot, to the walk
the next day where it was freezing cold
and wind so strong it was knocking us off
our feet. As well as that going down into
a sink hole to collect some fossils was
something different that added an extra
something to the trip this year.
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DoE SILVER EXPEDITION
Slippery, Soaking, Silver Success

The lack of photographic evidence of
their achievements can be wholly
attributed to the weather conditions; yet
despite this the group's routes were extended in distance to account for their
flawless navigation and consistent pace.
This resulted in a very long day 2, some
efficient cooking and pitching of tents
and the whole group being under
cover by 8-30pm!

A
group of four
Year
10 students successfully completed their Silver Practise three day expedition despite challenging conditions
at the end of April (Jordan RamsayClements, Mide Akinyele, Theo Bradley
and John Sturt).
They faced persistent rainfall, midges
and some tough navigation challenges to
complete their expedition, having managed to plan all their routes and menu
plans in record time.

The group's spirits were always high
and teamwork was exemplary, particularly important in a team with the minimum number of participants. The fact
the group managed to transport a 1KG
jar of nutella provided both amusement
for staff and seemingly encouragement
for students, as it was used in almost all
meals the group cooked.

without their
help these events would not
able to run.

be

As always, if anyone is interested in helping with the DofE Award, or has any
spare/ unwanted equipment that you
think may be of use please do not hesitate
to
contact
Mr
Jesson
We wish them success in their qualifying
(jessonc@gravesendgrammar.eu) or Mr
expedition in the Ashdown Forest. As
Poon (poonk@gravesendgrammar.eu).
always a huge thanks to Mr Foster and
Miss Maxwell for volunteering their time, CJJ

Y8 FORENSIC SCIENCE TRIP
On Thursday 30th June 15 students from
our school visited Canterbury Christ
Church University for a forensic science
day. We split off into groups of four yo
visit different areas; firstly, our introduction room, where we learned that our
victim was a female with a wound on the
back on the head, who was intoxicated
with alcohol and the prime suspect was
the boyfriend. There was also Forensic
Biology where we learnt about the crime
we were solving.
We looked at two t-shirts which were
believed to be spattered with blood and
the real test was finding out whether it
was or not. We had two test the two
shirts, one from the boyfriend and one
from a bin outside the crime scene. We
did a test for blood using a piece of funnel paper with two chemicals: ethanol
and hydrogen peroxide. We then rubbed
the funnel paper onto the blood on the
boyfriend’s t-shirt and the instructor put
the two chemicals on. The test results
showed that the boyfriend’s t-shirt had
blood on it; then we did the same with
the other shirt and whilst we found that
it was blood, it was not blood from the
crime scene (it was believed to be a shirt
used by someone with a nose bleed or
some other type of bleeding). Then we
learnt
about
different
patterns:
GGS Newsletter

note saying she had to leave Paul. We
didn’t know who Paul was and we still
don’t!
We looked at fingerprints from the one
of the notes. We took our fingerprints
and looked for the pattern we had on it.
We then found the fingerprints on the
note but we were not shown who they
were from. We placed our fingerprints
onto the piece of paper quite firmly and
then used a magnetic brush and put iron
fibre with it and brushed it. We did the
same with the note. Eventually we figured out they were from the girl’s boyfriend.
All of the pieces of evidence came together and only one person could possibly be the murderer; the boyfriend. As
we correctly guessed who it was, and in
record time, WE CAME THE BEST
SCHOOL FOR FOUR YEARS IN A ROW,
WHICH IS AN OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT FOR US! The day was very interesting and it was great fun to learn about
forensic science as we learnt new things
where we could do tests and enjoy a
great day. It is not very often where you
can get a good day like this and it was
incredible for all the things they had prepared for us to do.

splattered volume and dribbled. We
matched the patterns with the t-shirts the boyfriend’s was volume and
splattered, in areas and the one from the
bin was volume and dribbled in areas.
Our next visit was to Forensic Chemistry
where we looked at three different pens
and used a method to work out which
pen matched a note we had found at the
crime scene. We did this with chromatography. We put all of the three inks:
the victim’s, the notes and the boyfriend’s onto a piece of filter paper and
measured and compared the colours and
it turned out the ink matched the boyfriend’s pen. We then went to the crime
scene where we examined the area and
looked for clues: we found beer bottles,
a lot of drugs and two notes. One was a Kieran Parrott 8H
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THE
POLITICS OF POLITICS….
With the General Election imminent, and responses from the panel - although Mr Gravesend Town. Holloway rejected the
many Year 13s eligible to vote for the
first time, a visit from the Conservative,
Labour, UKIP and Green Party candidates
for Gravesham was not only absolutely
necessary, but also an excellent opportunity for the students to listen to what
each option has to offer even if they are
unable to vote on 7th May. Also present,
was a representative for the Liberal Democrats as replacement for an absent
Anne-Marie Bunting (Lib-Dem candidate
for Gravesham).

Holloway, Gravesham's Conservative MP
for the last 10 years, and Mr Lindop both
appeared to know little about where
their party stood as a whole in specific
areas, with Holloway later admitting to
having not actually read the Conservative
Party Manifesto... yet.
The first question came from Josh Stevens, who highlighted the importance of
youth participation in politics; another
later on from Bonnie Stratton questioning the influence of immigration on social
cohesion to which Sean Marriot of UKIP
responded rather well. Marriot kept a
calm and collected tone throughout, almost, and answered questions on UKIP's
'controversial' policies with ease and
professionalism and this impressed
many.

Prior to the debate, I was given the opportunity to greet the five candidates
and witness their preparations and
attempts to relax before they faced some
of their harshest critics. For some (Mark
Lindop of Green), it wasn't until the very
moment they were invited into the Lecture Theatre to begin that they realised
Arguably the most interesting topic of
they seriously needed a nervous trip to
discussion stemmed from a question
the loo.
asked by Harun Dookhit. Aimed at Mr
Questions were posed in advance in or- Holloway, Harun asked why ''negative''
der to structure the debate and ensure it campaigning is seen as an effective
was ''fair'' and of course, to prevent as method with reference to Adam's "DON'T
much heckling as possible. The questions LET LABOUR RUIN IT" billboard that
were excellent and sparked interesting shines brightly above NRG Gym in
Gravesend Grammar School was privileged to host a General Election hustings
on 1st May for every party running for
Gravesham. We were joined by the current MP for Gravesham, Adam Holloway,
from the Conservative Party as well as
Tanmanjeet Dhesi (Labour), Sean Marriott (UKIP), Mark Lindop (Green) and
Alan Bullion (Lib Dems).
It began with introductory speeches
from each candidate, giving an overview
of a few policies and what they feel they
can contribute to Gravesham. The approach from each was expected as most
based their speeches on of their parties’
manifestos, with the exception of Holloway. He made the intriguing decision
to tell everyone that he has failed to
read his party’s previous two manifestos.
It was not really until 20 minutes into the
Husting’s when a debate started to take
place. Holloway brought up recent
events regarding Dhesi’s questionable
approach for attaining votes for the upcoming General Election. It sparked life
to the debate as we saw more involvement from each candidate. Dhesi was
encouraged to explain his methods of
gaining votes, alongside the previous
topic raising talking points for Sean MarGGS Newsletter

riott and UKIP’s potential discrimination.
As the debate continued, it was evident
that most candidates were passionate
about what they were saying rather than
just paraphrasing the manifesto for their
party. As accusations from Bullion were
made towards UKIP's Leader Nigel Farage's supposedly homophobic views during a recent interview, Marriott reacted
in a haphazard way as he shouted, “Let
me finish”, to the other candidates in
order to make his point clear. It even
involved Holloway putting his differences
aside and supporting Marriott in not being involved in a homophobic party.
The skill of Adam Holloway to react to his
audience became clear through the
course of the debate showing his intelligence to coerce the audience to his side,
winning many laughs in the mean time,
whilst Tan Dhesi maintained his dignified
and undeniably mature approach on all
subject matters. Lindop, in all fairness,
seemed to be lost for much of the debate but his quirky snippets helped to
liven the debate and cemented his place
as a favourite of the students. Marriott
at times was able to engage the students
and explain the difficult position with
regards to issues such as racism in UKIP,

assumption that this is a negative campaign and responded by raising an issue
that had recently been addressed in the
"Private Eye" political magazine regarding Tanmanjeet Dhesi's controversial
methods of campaigning in Gravesham
and particularly with the Sikh community. The room was undoubtedly split between the two parties at this point, with
the Green, Lib Dem and UKIP candidates
unable to get a word in edgeways. Although, as he said himself, it did not bother Mr Lindop at all.
As the debate came to an end, many
students who are eligible to vote were
hopefully able to walk away with a much
clearer idea of which party they are leaning towards and which candidate they
believe will represent Gravesham most
effectively for the next five years. As a
first time voter, this was a great opportunity for me and I would like to thank all
five candidates for being part of it. Good
luck to them all!
Laura Hobson 13US2

showing his skill as a candidate for Parliament. Bullion, standing in for the absent
Ms Marie-Bunting, represented the fading light of the Liberal Democrats but
gave a very capable performance at
times of heated discussion. All candidates shook hands at the end as if they
were about to go out for a pint together,
a huge juxtaposition to the last hour and
a half. Many stayed to answer questions
from students to help provide greater
clarity on themselves, their parties and
the upcoming election.
Overall it turned out to be very beneficial
for all present. We were given first hand
interpretations from representatives of
their parties and their manifestos and
the opportunity to learn more about
each candidate running for Gravesham
and their personal beliefs. GGS were
grateful for having all the candidates
present and are welcome to future Hustings due to the success of this one.
Andrew Warner 12US3

The views expressed in these articles are the views
of the individual students and do not necessarily
reflect the view of the School or its community.
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2015 GENERAL ELECTION SHOCKS
It has been less than a month since the
election and it seems the hype has already died down. As most of you know
the Conservatives will be continuing in
power for the next five years. However
as the results of the General Election
have indicated, the majority of the electorate, including me, did not want Conservative majority in the Commons.
This election was full of surprises with
two main party leaders, Nick Clegg and
Ed Miliband, resigning and key figures
who had served in Parliament for the
majority of their political careers—Simon
Hughes, Vince Cable, Douglas Alexander
and many more being ruthlessly wiped
out.
Many were shocked at just how big a
majority the Tories had as no one predicted them to be the clear winners.
Even the exit polls were disregarded by
Lord Paddy Ashdown vowing to eat his
hat (preferably of marzipan) if the Liberal
Democrats won ten seats. Little did he
know the results would be even worse.
Winning with 331 seats the Conservatives gained more than necessary to win,
obtaining seats from Labour strongholds
as well as Liberal Democrat constituencies. The party that was undeniably
affected the most was the Liberal Democrats resulting in the resignation of Nick
Clegg. And as far as I know there is only
one thing that continuously comes back
to haunt the Lib Dems—tuition fees. The
short lived promise made by Clegg in
2010 on reducing tuition fees is still the
policy that turns away voters and unfortunately no matter how regretful the
party is, it seems this will never be lived
down. Many have commented that the

Liberal Democrats have had their time
and that there will be no return yet the
continuous increase of members of
13,209 since voting closed is a figure that
begs to differ.
Some have asked why on earth did the
Conservatives win so many seats if the
majority of the public didn’t vote for
them. The answer is simple: our voting
system is flawed and the only benefit
that came out of it was UKIP gaining just
one seat. Nigel Farage was obviously not
happy about this as UKIP received
3,881,099 votes, more than the collective votes for both SNP and Lib Dems.
The Conservatives used scaremongering
to encourage people to vote for them. If
you do not want Labour in power vote
Tories, if you do not want a Labour- SNP
coalition vote Tories, if you do not want
a Labour – Lib Dem coalition vote Tories.
Once you look at this negative campaign
the Conservatives ran ask yourself this
question. Did anyone actually WANT to
vote Conservative? Most people complain about no party “representing who
they are”. Yet for any given party this
task is near enough impossible. Personally I have found that the Liberal Democrats more than any other party represent values that I consider important.
What I find difficult to comprehend however, is the amount of people who complained about the privatisation of the
NHS (both before and after the election)
when they had every chance to change
this. Out of all parties the Liberal Democrats were contributing the most, especially to the mental health sector which
has been an issue we as a country have
tried to tackle on numerous occasions.

Many also voted Conservatives I think
purely due to the safety of it. “What’s
another five years?” What these individuals do not understand is that we were
not in a Conservative-led government.
We were in a coalition with the Conservatives AND the Liberal Democrats.
Though the Liberal Democrats had fewer
seats, they still played a vital part in making sure that the Tories did not make any
major right wing reforms which we are
already witnessing after they decide to
scrap the Human Rights Act for a British
Bill of Rights (one repercussion being less
influence in international human rights
law). Politics in the United Kingdom is
always considered a two party system:
Conservative & Labour. People complain
about this yet refuse to do anything as
consider it a “wasted vote” yet this negativity attached with voting for any party
apart from Labour and Tories will never
change the political outcome, unless we
actually vote for our chosen parties rather than voting tactically. For anything
that goes wrong we as a species need to
look for a scapegoat and unfortunately in
this case the goat has indeed been the
Liberal Democrats. But this is changing
and as Lord Ashdown has said “our voice
will be heard again and is needed now
more than ever.”
By Sharan Virk
UD3

The views expressed in this article are the views of
the individual student and do not necessarily
reflect the view of the School or its community.

The five major local
candidates receive their ‘grilling’.
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they learned from the session?

Students in Key Stage 3 have recently
been involved in eSafety sessions
delivered by Childnet International
(http://www.childnet.com/), a charity which forms part of the UK Safer
internet centre. Childnet’s aim is to
work with others to make the internet a great and safe place for young
people.
The sessions included a range of pertinent internet safety topics including; Managing your digital footprint,
Internet use and the law, cyberbullying and risks associated with social
media.
One particularly interesting activity
asked students to consider where
their moral compass points in relation to some common internet scenarios. The Compass and Scenarios
are included in this article – Where
does your moral compass point? If
you are a parent of a year 7 student
maybe you would like to discuss this
with them further and glean what

I really learnt a lot during the Esafety discussion, it was a huge eye Forwarding on nasty texts about
opener to actually see what happens
other pupils.
to people who don’t look after them Uploading photos of your mates
selves and take precautions online, I
on to a social network.
really enjoyed the opportunities for
 Having online discussions, with
discussion about these topics.
someone you don’t know, about
private things.
T Burtenshaw Y7D
 Watching the new ‘Avengers’
On Friday 1st May we had some trainmovie for free over the internet.
ing on eSafety. A charity called Childnet came and discussed eSafety and
Childnet produce a range of rethe possible risks of the internet.
sources for parents which you may
They told us that the internet had
find useful in either learning more
many positive qualities but also had
about eSafety and internet risks or to
some negative ones which we should
help you discuss the issue with your
be aware of. They taught us about
child. These can be found at http://
the "3 C's". These were Content, Conwww.childnet.com/parents-andtact and Conduct which we need to
carers
think about whilst we are online. In
the session I learnt that the internet
Testimonies from KS3 sessions:
and social media sites have a positive
and also a negative effect on people
On Thursday 30th April, we were inusing them and that you have to be
volved in a talk about E-safety, we
conscious of your actions and what
discussed how we should be careful
others might try to do online.
online and we also talked about
things like: making our online profiles
T Alcober Y8
private and also overall safety, for
example to not talk to people online
who you don’t know.
I was astonished about things that
happen online, a perfect example
was how people use others profiles,
which are not private, to cause harm.
This can be cyber-bullying as well as
other things, which can really ruin
someone’s childhood.

www.thinkuknow.co.uk – Visit the "Parent/Carer" section and use the "Click CEOP" button to seek advice and report online
abuse
www.childnet.com – Visit the 'Parent/Carers section for information and advice
http://www.childnet.com/ufiles/Video-chat-and-webcams1.pdf - Childnet's Video Chat and WebCam advice sheet for young
people
www.getsafeonline.org – Up-to-date security advice e.g. passwords and hacking
www.internetmatters.org – Information about online safety for parents from BT, Sky, Talk Talk and Virgin
www.nspcc.org.uk/onlinesafety - NSPCC's Share Aware campaign provides information for parents about
online safety.
www.net-aware.org.uk - NSPCC Guide for parents/carers about popular social networking apps
www.saferinternet.org.uk – Parents guides to safety tools on popular devices and signposts report mechanisms for
commonly used websites.
www.kent.police.uk/internetsafety - Guidance from Kent Police
GGS Newsletter
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YEAR 7 SLEEPOVER FOR CHINA
On Friday,
1st May, a
group of
staff, sixthformers
and Year
11s welcomed 90 Year 7s to a sleepover to
raise funds for the China 2016 expedition. Some highlights of the event
are noted in the newsletter contributions from Year 7s who attended.

We would like to thank the staff who
gave up their evening and/or night
and……sleep, in order to enable the
event to run successfully and raise
about £700: Miss Maxwell, Mr Pallant, Mr Poon, Mr Stanley, Miss Learmonth, Mr Rees and Mr M J Ward.
We would also like to thank, on behalf of China Team 2 (Chloe, Tatjana,
Alex L, Alex W, Billy, Sam C, Sam T,
Ankit, Annabelle, Anthony, Eoghan),
the non-China team students who

On Friday 1st May year 7s had a
sleepover at school to raise funds for
the China 2016 trip. Judging by the
schedule for the night it should have
been called a wakeover instead!
We arrived at 19:30 armed with a
sleeping bag and toiletries needed
for the night. After safety talks the
fun began with jam-packed activities
including lighthouse (where you
have to dodge the shining light and
get to the other side), football, quizzes and tower constructions, all for
prizes. If you didn't want to join in
with the activities, you could go to
student support to play on the computers, to the sleeping room, to play
in the quad, play FIFA in the games
room or you could go to the quiet
room if you wanted to read or play
cards.
It's hardly any wonder that most of
us were up all night, as there were
sweets and drinks on sale and we
had a late night snack of pizza and
chips, then later on hot chocolate

with marshmallows and biscuits!
Whilst most boys were picked up
bleary-eyed at 08:30 the next morning, the Y7 cricket team had the
daunting prospect of facing Dartford
Grammar School at 09:30. However,
their zombie-like appearance clearly
worked in their favour as they won
the match! A great time was had by
all and hopefully the evening raised
a decent sum of money towards the
trip to China.
Ritchie Harley – 7F

came along to help. Leading the way
was the new Head Boy Govindrai
Cheema, with Ben Slade, Bolaji
George, Andrew Warner, Hanna
Rytlewska, Natalie Clayton Nik Bassi
and Rosa Erdogan.
Miss Lewis and Mr Pollard

The sleep-over offered a variety of
activities through the night, including: ‘German Spotlight’, and football
outside on the field (while the light
remained). I engrossed myself in the
social side and had the time of my
life. I returned home exhausted but
with great stories to share (after I
had spent much of the day in bed).
Overall, I believe everyone had a fantastic time whilst raising much needed funds for such a good cause; and
if the Year 7s had the chance to do it
all again, I am sure most would unreThe Year 7 sleep-over.
servedly jump at the opportunity. I
Through the eye of many a Year 7, thank all the students and staff inthe sleep-over was seen as a time to volved in ensuring we were safe and
socialise, have fun and maybe even had a captivating experience.
to make new friends. It was, in many
aspects, but the real purpose of the Henry Bowler – 7S
sleep-over was to raise a sum of
money that would permit a group of
rather caring Year 11s and sixthformers to venture to China in order
to nurture and support the less fortunate.

NOT TO BE OUTDONE….
Inspired by Miss Lewis’ fund raising efforts for CORAM and
the Ben Johnson Forget-me-Not Foundation and wanting
something to do after his final exams are out of the way, outgoing Head Student, Robert Tucker has decided to do a charity run himself. He will be running for Demelza, a children's
hospice that runs in the South East of England (they have
hospices in Kent, Sussex & London) who provide care for terminally ill children who are unlikely to reach adulthood, and
GGS Newsletter

support for their families and has been previously supported
by the School in a variety of ways. He is running in London
and the race follows much of the London Marathon's route
on Sunday 12th July. If you would like to support Robert’s
efforts, you can do so by logging on to justgiving.com/RobertTucker. More information about Demelza can be found here
www.demelza.org.uk.
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The Event?
The 35th London Marathon – Sunday,
26th April 2015
The Charity?
I had signed up to run the 2015 London
Marathon for Coram, a children’s charity
working to support vulnerable children.
Coram helps children feel safe and loved;
they help children lead healthier lives;
they support their education and learning; they protect their legal rights when
these are in danger of being ignored; and
they strengthen families to help children
thrive.
The Motivation to keep on running?
Thoroughly motivating was the VERY
GENEROUS SPONSORSHIP from GGS
students, GGS parents, GGS friends and
colleagues, and family and friends from
far and wide, thanks to the sponsorship
facility at http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
VictoriaLewis1. Their sponsorship, which
will go towards helping the vulnerable
children with whom Coram works, was
overwhelming. THANK YOU TO ALL
THOSE WHO SPONSORED ME!
Other motivation came from beating Mr.
Fall, Mr Pallant and Mr Rees on the
Runkeeper app’s activities’ monthly
scoreboard; a little competition to gain
the ‘Champion Rosette’ helped me build
up the miles and miles needed to be prepared for 26th April 2015!
Runkeeper, is an app which tracks speed,
distance and routes, very motivating
when faced with early morning runs,
long runs leading up to the main practice
run of 36 kilometres/ca. 22 miles three
weeks before the marathon, and runs in
the rain and dark through the winter…..brrr!
The Day itself?
Despite a potentially soggy Sunday, the
rain held off. It was cool, not too breezy
and thus, ideal running conditions awaited as I arrived at Greenwich Park
amongst a sea of numbered red plastic
bags. The bags had been handed out in
previous days at the Expo, at the Excel
Centre, Custom House, where runners
had to go to register and pick up that allimportant timing chip!
I had donned a plastic bin liner over my
running garb, and discarded this as the
GGS Newsletter

start time 10.10 approached. Being a bit
of a snail when I run, I was in pen 8, in
the Red mass runner start area.
There was a man with a spikey helmet
who was running his 35th marathon –
thus, he had run the London Marathon
every year since its start in 1981!
A man dressed in a rhino suit was also
nearby, and I found myself running near
him along the course….. I wasn’t in a
rhino suit…. He was running his 10th London Marathon as a rhino. My goodness!
It was so busy along the way, sometimes
jostling with other runners’ elbows and
feet was unavoidable, but everyone kept
everyone else going, handing out jelly
babies and speaking words of encouragement.
Support en route was tremendous, a wall
of noise along every metre of the course.
Without this support, the cheering, the
calling of runners’ names on their running vests, I am sure we would have all
found it much harder. I, myself, was
grateful for the support from my brother
and sister, who moved from one place to
another on the course, and from the
constant text messages of support and
updates on my speed and progress from
my parents and Mr Pallant and Mr Fall,
as they tracked my number on the London Marathon website, sometimes telling me to run faster! Thanks, too, for the
words of encouragement by text from
Mrs Randhawa, Miss Smith, Mrs Jones
and Mr. Cook, to name but a few! A tremendous thank-you, too to Mr. Burton,
Mr Rees, Miss Learmonth, and Mr Stanley for their cheering from the crowd
too.
Along Embankment, approaching Big Ben
and the Houses of Parliament, my legs
were becoming somewhat weary. However, the ‘Only 385 yards to go!’ sign
above the race course beckoned as I
came round the corner near Buckingham
Palace. I tried to speed up to reach under
4 hours 40 minutes, but 3 minutes and
33 seconds later, I crossed the finish line.
What a relief! Exhausted, but elated, I
received a medal depicting the two runners who had crossed the finish line together, hand-in-hand, winning the first
ever London Marathon in 1981.
I picked up my bag from the lorry – the
marathon was such as well-organised
streamlined event – and a kind volunteer
wrapped and tied a silver and red marathon foil blanket around my shoulders
and handed me a goody bag. Finding
friends and family afterwards took a long
time, no wonder, as more than 35,000

runners participated this year……
nonetheless, I found them, and celebrated afterwards!
Key Ingredients for success?
 Support and encouragement from
friends and family.
 The motivation to help Coram, a charity
for vulnerable children.
 Peanut butter, jam and bread, and not
forgetting
the
holy
grail
of
……….Bananas!
If you get the opportunity for a day out
in London, visit perhaps the Foundling
Museum. http://www.coram.org.uk/ourheritage-foundling-hospital/childrenfoundling-hospital
On 25th March 1741, the first children
entered the Foundling Hospital. Their
mothers brought them to the Hospital to
be cared for, in the hope that they would
one day see them again.
The Outcome?
Sore legs, but a sense of achievement,
and, most importantly…..over £2600 has
been raised in total to support my London Marathon charity, Coram, from
sponsorship, and funds raised from the
quiz; this would not have been possible
without everyone’s generosity, including
that of local businesses, who donated
raffle prizes.
The London Marathon was tough, but I
am glad I have done it, and I am thankful
the endeavour has also raised funds for a
very worthwhile charity, Coram, which
celebrated its 275th anniversary last

year.
Thank you!
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On a Friday evening in March, it was
wonderful to have so much support
for the Charity Quiz Night, with quiz
master extraordinaire, Mr.Dave Collins, who, as always, discounted his
‘rate’ for the charities.
Over £700 was raised for Coram, a
charity helping vulnerable children,
and a charity we are more familiar
with, the Ben Johnson, Forget-MeNot Foundation. Please note, a date
for your diaries - Ben’s Day this year
is at the Rugby Club on Sunday, 24th
May.
Thank you to all who attended:
friends from GGS Staff, and GGS and
non-GGS students and parents; your
support meant an awful lot.
In particular, I would like to thank
the following students: Ben Robins
(UD3), and Jeevan Sidhu (11T) for
their outstanding help doing the
points input and calling out raffle
tickets, and Tegh Ahluwalia (US1),
Tom Wade (UH3) and Prasanna Venkadesh (UT3) and Jordan Berry (11T)
for helping set up the hall, and resolve technical issues, and thanks to
Megan Burr (UH2), Alex Walker

(11D) and former Head Boy, Robert
Tucker (UH3) for their help on the
night. In addition, thank you to my
tutees from UD1 who also came to
support the event.
The winning team deserves a mention, pipping everyone else at the
post with the final music round and
a winning joker! Success and prizes
went to ………Mr Pallant, Mr Burton
(Junior), Mrs. Burton (née Charlton!), Miss Burton, Mrs Randhawa,
Mrs Shearman and Mr Singh! Congratulations!
Pictured here is the Heads/Tails’
game. A mention must go to Mr Burton (Senior) who won the game, just
ahead (!) of Tom Wade, and who

donated his winnings of £40 back to
the charities – so generous!
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the local businesses
and people who so kindly donated
raffle prizes for the quiz raffle:
The Toulsons
Mrs Winnett
Munn’s, Windmill Street
J.M Danslow’s, the butcher’s, Windmill Street
Caesar’s Italian Restaurant, New
Road
Peking Restaurant, Milton Road
Divizia’s Italian Restaurant, Queen
Street
The Flower Pot, Windmill Street
The Egg-free Cake Box, Milton Road
Tesco’s, New Road
Boot’s, St.George’s Shopping Centre
Safia’s Beauty Bar, New Road
Blush Beauty, Milton Road
Thank you once again
VAL

ATHLETICS
On Thursday 14th May we took two
school teams (Junior, year 8 and Intermediate, year 9 and 10) to the
first round of the English Schools
Athletics Track and Field Cup.

Kent schools. The boys’ times and
distances were collated and compared against the two other Kent
meets. The best schools go through
the regional finals.

Expecting sunny weather, just like
the preceding days, it was a shock to
see the rain that met us on arrival.
Thankfully the facilities at the Julie
Rose Athletics stadium were spectacular and the competitors found shelter in the covered grandstand.

Noticeable achievements when com- 300m - Zak Filmer 39.3s 10th
pared against all other Kent schools
1500m- Luke Mitchie 4.47.6s 7th
were;
Hurdles - Daniel Adeyemi 13.1s 8th
Junior Boys
100m - Niyi George 13.2s 10th
300m - Feran Abraham 41.6s 1st

kis 56.9s 9th
Intermediate Boys
100m - Ifeoluwa Abraham 12.4s 10th
200m - Jonny Hunt 24.8s 3rd

4x100m Relay- Daniel Adeyemi,
Ifeoluwa Abraham, Lemuel Crentsil,
Jonny Hunt 49s 1st

Our boys behaved exceptionally and 4x100m Relay - Niyi George, Lewis
th
competed hard against eight other Pitchell, Feran Abraham, Julius Sirei- Javelin- Jack Gilby 35.30m 6
GGS Newsletter
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UK-German Youth Ambassadors run pro- German Club
jects for young people in their area and
enthuse them for the language and cul- Both Alex and Ben have also been treture of the other country.
mendous in supporting members of the
German Club, members of which have
Miss Lewis would like to thank Year 13s, prepared for a German GCSE, and startAlex Chitty (UH1) and Ben Robins (UD3), ed to learn the German language, and
for their commitment, hard-work and about German culture, geography and
enthusiasm in delivering cultural and history, as part of the Bronze Duke of
German language activities to local pri- Edinburgh skills’ award.
mary school children at St Botolph’s German Club takes place in Room 320,
Church of England primary school, Friday
break-time.
All
are
Gravesend. The Year 13s have delivered ‘WILLKOMMEN’. J
these sessions each Wednesday afternoon, as part of their sixth-form enrich- More about opportunities for all
ment programme.
There are scholarship opportunities,
funded and part-funded opportunities,
Thank you, also, to Mrs Chitty, Head and language and culture courses that
Teacher, and the teachers at St Botolph’s can
be
attended.
http://
for allowing the Year 13s to work with www.ukgermanconnection.org/ypthe primary school children.
opportunities
Alex Chitty (UH1) applied to be a Youth Alternatively, visit the following webpage
Ambassador 2014-2015. He was lucky for German language and fun.
enough to be selected to be one of only http://www.ukgermanconnection.org/
25 UK students from 100s of applicants language-fun
UK-wide, for this year’s Youth Ambassador Programme. He had been an More about the UK-German Youth Am‘Ambassador Buddy’ 2013-2014, whilst bassador Network
Ryan Harris, (formerly UH2, and now Alex Chitty, having met the other UK and
studying German, French and Mandarin German Youth Ambassadors at an introat Warwick University), was in the role of ductory seminar in London in October,
Youth Ambassador.
will head to Berlin in June 2015, on a
Ben Robins (UD3) became an fully-funded trip for an evaluation semi‘Ambassador Buddy’ this year, and nar of their work on their language and
joined Alex in planning and delivering the cultural projects. Together they have
language and cultural activities.
developed projects and activities, and
thematic debates on current issues have

complemented their activities and lead
to projects which have a significant element of authentic language and cultural
input from Youth Ambassadors from the
other country.
The UK-German Youth Ambassadors are
a network of young people in the UK and
Germany who have a genuine interest in
the other country and are keen to help
promote UK-German activities and encourage other young people to get involved. They do this through engaging
with younger pupils in their own school
and local area, by planning and running
their own projects and activities, in conjunction with Youth Ambassadors from
the other country.
Youth Ambassadors play an important
role in raising the profile of UK-German
activity locally and enthusing other
young people to take an interest in the
other culture and language, as well as
increasing contact between young people in both countries. Through this network, they should actively contribute to
changing attitudes to the other country
in their local area, sharing their own experiences, ideas and interests in an engaging and positive way.

http://www.ukgermanconnection.org/
youthambassadors

CRICKET
Cricket season is well underway and
there have been some excellent
team and individual performances
throughout the school.
The Year 7 team has won both of
their Saturday fixtures beating both
Dartford Grammar and Chislehurst &
Sidcup Grammar School in very close
games, as well as progressing
through to the third round of the
Kent Cup.
Year 8 had a very good win at home
GGS Newsletter

to Chislehurst & Sidcup Grammar Maths progressed in the competition
and have also reached the Kent Cup due to losing less wickets.
third round beating Beth’s Grammar
School in the second round.
Finally, Year 10 are through to the
Miskin Plate competition to face
The Year 9s made it through their Beths Grammar and face Midweek
Kent Cup tie in a weather disrupted 20/20 district cup fixtures against
indoor match against Sittingbourne local schools.
Community College, and faced a next
round fixture at home to Rochester With more Saturday block and cup
Maths, which was an outstanding run fixtures next term it promises to be a
chase by Gravesend making 150 in very important term for cricket.
their 20 overs which agonisingly finished in a tied game, and Rochester BJS
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WESTENDERS:

AS YET UNTITLED
24TH & 25TH JUNE 2015
DOORS –18:30
CURTAIN – 19:00

GGS is bringing you three of
your favourite musicals in
one sitting!
Tickets available through
the GGS Finance Office or
Cast Members.
Adults £5
Students £3

Fully stocked PTA bar

Enjoy the Show…

Page 18

ACADEMIC YEAR 2015—2016
In order to help your planning, please find below dates for the academic year 2015—2016. Holidays during term time will not
be authorised unless there are exceptional circumstances. Please contact the School if you have any questions.
TERMS

START DATE

FINISH DATE

INSET DAYS

Term 1

Wednesday, 2nd September

rd

Friday 23 October

Tuesday 1st September
New Year 7 induction and
6th form transition

Term 2

Monday 2nd November

Friday 18th December

Term 3

Monday 4th January

Thursday, 11th February

Term 4

Monday 22nd February

Thursday 24th March

Term 5

Monday 11th April

Friday 27th May

Term 6

Monday 6th June

Friday, 15th July

Friday 12th February

Monday 18th July
Tuesday 19th July
Wednesday 20th July

Maths Challenge Solution
If we multiply all numbers for driver 1 by 2 we discover that
2 coffees, 8 sandwiches and 20 doughnuts cost £16.90*. If we similarly multiply all of the second driver’s values by 3 we find
that 3 coffees, 9 sandwiches and 21 doughnuts cost £18.90**. If we subtract * from ** we see that 1 coffee, 1 sandwich and 1
doughnut costs £3.00
Answer to Geography Challenge: Las Vegas, with the concentration of Starbucks on ‘The Strip’.
GGS Newsletter
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday, 22nd May

END OF TERM 5

Monday, 1st June

TERM 6 STARTS (WEEK 1)
Year 13 Study Leave starts
Y7 River Darent trip (C,D,F)
Y7 River Darent trip (H,S,T)
Y12 return to School
Sponsored Walk
Summer Music Festival
Prospective New Year 7 Evening
Wyatt Cup and Sports Day
Year 11 and 6th form Clearance Day
Y12 Taster Day for External Students

Wednesday, 3rd June
Thursday, 4th June
Monday, 8th June
Wednesday, 17th June
Saturday, 20th June
Tuesday, 23rd June
Wednesday, 24th June
Thursday, 25th June
Friday, 26th June
Wednesday, 24th and
Thursday, 25th June
Monday, 29th June—
Thursday, 2nd July
Thursday, 2nd July
Friday, 3rd July
Monday, 6th July—
Friday, 10th July
Wednesday, 15th July

Drama Production
Year 12 Taster Days
New Year 7 Parents’ Induction Evening
New Year 7 Induction Day (September 2015 intake)
Curriculum Development Week
Junior Prize Giving (Years 7 and 8)
Middle School Prize Giving (Years 9 and 10)
LAST DAY OF TERM 6

Friday, 17th July

ACADEMIC YEAR 2015—2016
Staff INSET Day and first day of Term 1 for New Year 7
and 6th form transition
First day of Term 1 for Years 8—11 and Year 13 (Year 12 not in School)

TUESDAY, 1st SEPTEMBER

WEDNESDAY, 2nd SEPTEMBER

250 CLUB
Winners for March 2015
were....

Just a few points this month to clarify
about the operation of the 250
Club. These are answers to queries I
have been asked individually but
thought it might be wise to share.

1st - £165.68 - No 161 - A
member for a very long time,  Payments for each month are best
before the 26th of each month for
10 years +, and no win since made
that months draw. Payments made after
2002 so probably a well over- that date can show with the 250 Club
bank at the beginning of the next month,
due win
2nd - £90.38 - No 33 - Member since 2012, no previous
wins
3rd - £45.19 - No 64 - Member since 2012, no previous
wins
GGS Newsletter



I then use the number of numbers
paid for as the total funds for that month
(last month was 241). The total fund is
then halved to create the prize
fund. Then 55% of the prize fund goes to
the first prize winner, 30% to second and
15% to the third.
 The draws take place sometime during the next month for the previous
month. This gives me time to check
through (approx. 50 sheets of statements or online) to see if everyone has
paid or if there has been any changes to
payments. Although time consuming it
keeps on top of anomalies which do occur.
 Once that is done then the draw can
be done. I always do this with another
member of the PTA... just in case I win!

especially so if there is a weekend or
bank holiday at the end of the month.
 We operate using standing orders
because its not possible to administer
direct debits and these still seem to be
slower than maybe more modern banking methods might advertise!
 Payments that do run over into next
month are obviously still included in the
draw for the month that they were inClaire Holmes
tended for.
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