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CHAMPIONS!

Under 13s Kent County 7s—Winning team:
Feran Abraham
Harvey Emery
Harrison Fish

Niyi George
Lukey Hunt
Duncan Kinnear

George Knight
Joe Miller
Ollie Perkins

Lewis Pitchell
Julius Sireikis (Captain)
Luke Trigg
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HEAD STUDENT REPORT

STAFF NEWS
RETIREMENT
After joining us in 2007, Mr Thatcher
from the Exams Office retired on
31st March. We wish him a long,
happy and healthy retirement. Mr
Thatcher made a real contribution to
the way the School was able to deal
with the ever-increasing demands of
new exams, modulating, coursework,
cashing in and other complexities.
His efficiency, calm demeanour and
good humour meant that he became
a key part of an administration team,
taking his role way beyond his original remit of exams. He will be sadly
missed and impossible to replace.

TERM DATES
We have recently become aware there
is a website called myschoolholidays.com which is displaying term dates
for Gravesend Grammar School. The
School does not use this site to publish
our term dates and those shown for
Term 4 were incorrect.
Term dates are published on our website —www.gravesendgrammar.eu– and
in our termly newsletter only.
If you have any questions regarding
term dates, please contact the School
directly.
Term dates for the remainder of the
year and those for 2015—2016 are on
our website and in this newsletter.

For several years during my time at
Gravesend Grammar School, it was a
big ambition of mine to be part of the
Head Student Team, so I was honoured to be chosen to carry the mantle of Head Student back in April 2014.
Now here we are, a year later, and I’m
writing my final report... it’s sad that
the process is over so soon, but at
least I can try to drag this out for as
long as possible!
Term 4 has seen the team attend the
Commonwealth Day service in Gravesend; a ceremony involving many
schools, at which I gave a reading and
flags were raised in commemoration
of the Commonwealth Nations. Other
than this, however, we’ve really been
winding down in preparation for the
next team to begin their ‘year in
office’. Looking back at our achievements, I’m particularly happy with our
refining of the prefect system: the
establishment of charity prefects
should be very useful in the years to
come, and hopefully our chosen form
prefects will be used to help connect
with the younger years more effectively. We’ve also seen the School
branch into further uses of technology
for students – like linking with our
smartphones to help us stay organised
– which is something highly innovative

that I hope the next team can continue to develop.
I’d like to think that, on the whole,
we’ve been a team that has been approachable, has represented the
School well, and has always done
what is required of them. No doubt
we will be compared with previous
teams, but I’ve personally given the
role my best shot – though, of course,
it’s not a one-man show. Therefore, a
final word of thanks must not only go
to everyone who has helped us over
the last year (students and staff alike),
but also to the rest of the team.
George, Laura, Spike, Harun – we’ve
had many laughs (usually at my expense…) but I’ve learned a lot and I
hope you agree that it’s been a morethan-worthwhile experience.
Overall, my year as Head Student has
been highly rewarding and I hope that
everyone who originally voted for me
– thanks for that, by the way! – has
been satisfied with my performance.
All that is left to do is wish the very
best of luck to the new Head Student
team; I am sure they will all fulfil their
roles admirably.
Robert Tucker
Head Student

MEDICAL, DENTAL AND
OTHER APPOINTMENTS
Students who leave site for any appointments must sign the Student Signing Out
Book in Reception and must be met by a
parent or another adult.
Only students in Year 11 are allowed to
leave site alone but this must be prearranged with the School by note or a telephone call.
GGS Newsletter

Our new Head Student Team
Govindrai Singh Cheema (Head Student)
Deputies: Dominique Kane, Bolaji George, Ben Slade, Andrew Warner
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eLEARNING AND INNOVATION—UPDATES
Communication
In an attempt to keep you fully informed about all that is happening
within the school we are increasingly
relying on having an accessible email
address. In our conversations with parents, we have discovered that some
parents who have given work email
addresses have not been receiving our
emails because, unknown to them, they
are being blocked by the filtering applied by their employer.
Can we urge parents to provide
personal email addresses, rather than
work ones? If you want to access these
emails at work, then you can set up
email forwarding from your personal
email account. Your personal email address is far less likely to be blocked by
your employer.
Recent Developments
Students can now access their timetable

on their personal school
calendar.
Those
students
who
have
taken
advantage of
the option to
add
their
school
account to their
mobile
phone,
can
now access
their timetable on their mobile phone too. Many of
my students have commented on how
much they like this. Some of the students have not taken advantage of this
option because when they add their
SCHOOL Google account to their phone
they need to download an additional app
which gives the school the ABILITY to
wipe their device. While it is encouraging to see that they are reading what

they are agreeing to,
the app is a SECURITY
feature, rather than a
“big brother” one.
Should the student’s
phone be lost, or stolen, then this app will allow the school to
locate and/or wipe the device thereby
helping to protect your child’s information.
Future Developments
The next development we are working
towards is for homework to be recorded
directly onto a calendar so that it can act
as an aid should a student forget exactly
what was set.
EMC

EXAMS ARE COMING!
If you are in Year 11, in case you haven’t noticed, there are less than six weeks before your
first written GCSE Exam.
In order to help you to prepare for your exams, the School has purchased GCSE Pod. This is a
collection of video podcasts with the key information that you need for each topic. Although
this set of resources to support revision was only purchased in mid-Feb 2015, there have already been significant downloads
and streaming. There are podcasts available for the following subjects:

English (Both Literature and Language)
Maths
Biology
Chemistry
Physics
DT – Product Design
French
Geography
ICT
PE
Spanish
These podcasts can be live streamed or downloaded. This means that they can be accessed from
mobile devices. So students can do short chunks of revision where ever they are; in a car, on the bus… The podcasts are
generally only about 5 mins in length, so they do not need to find a long period of time, to get some revision done.
For Apple devices you will need the GCSE Pod App. This app is available from the App Store or by following this link: https://
itunes.apple.com/gb/app/gcsepod-2.0/id869275795?mt=8 . EMC
GGS Newsletter
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Careers
This term we have been out and
about getting first hand information from Oxford and Cambridge universities. Our first trip
was with a group
of Physics students to Christ's
college and Cavendish labs. In
the morning we
had a tour of the college and an
insightful Q&A session with a
group of undergraduate students
which gave our Year 12 group a
taste of college life. We then had a
talk on admissions which explained the application process
and outlined what they are looking
for in their prospective undergraduates. After lunch we walked
through Cambridge to Cavendish
Labs where the students took part
in a practical experiment involving
a pendulum and then trialled a
website designed to stretch their

ROYAL AIR FORCE VISIT
On Tuesday 3rd March
students
throughout the School had the opportunity to obtain information about the
Royal Air Force (RAF). Wing Commander Wynn, a member of the RAF, met
with students in informal individual or
group interviews where we were able
to ask about certain careers, the application process and any other unanswered queries. For some it was the
final stages before starting the application into a military career and the start
of adulthood. The interviews were very
informative and everyone who took
the chance to meet with Wing Commander Wynn came out wiser about
the RAF than before the interview. I
think I speak on behalf of all of the
students considering careers in the
military; we would like to say a huge
thank you to Wing Commander Wynn
for committing his time to help us with
our future and thank you to Mrs Douse
for organising the sessions.
Harry Howes-Watson UD1
GGS Newsletter

scientific thinking and problem
solving. The afternoon concluded
with a short lecture looking at how
you can drive a car upside down
and the associated calculations to
make sure the driver survives the
experience. All in all an informative day.

date on admissions, including information relating to the changes
to A levels and other developments including a new website
facility to be able to view admissions statistics in fine detail and
outreach opportunities.
I have received a few enquiries
from Year 10 parents regarding
work experience. Many of you
will know that Year 11 went out
on work experience in October.
The current Year 10 will have the
opportunity to take part in work
experience: it will not be in October but is likely to be later in the
academic year. A letter will be
sent out after Easter with more
information once dates have been
finalised.

Our second visit
was to the annual Oxbridge Applications conference at Epsom
Downs
Racecourse. Fifteen of our year 12 students spent
the day attending a selection of
seminars on topic including, making a competitive application, History, Maths, Computer Science,
Natural Sciences and many more.
Mrs MacMahon and I attended the Jenny Douse
teachers’ forums for both Oxford Careers
and Cambridge and heard an up- (dousej@gravesendgrammar.eu )

Do you have a business background?
WE NEED YOU!!
We are looking for volunteers from the
Private sector to work with our Year 12 students during Curriculum Development Week
on Wednesday, 8th and Thursday, 9th July
2015.
Would you be willing to assist and advise
our students with a number of team based
activities?
If so please contact
Jo Randhawa at
randhawaj@gravesendgrammar.eu
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YEAR 12 GEOGRAPHY—JUNIPER HALL, SURREY
The
Geography
trip to Surrey was
to prepare us for
our
Geography
skills exam which
we will sit this
summer. The trip
lasted for two
nights and we stayed at a Field studies Centre called Juniper Hall, in which we had our own accommodation
block plus designated classrooms for our stay.

We investigated the River Tilling Bourne and the rural areas
of Ashtead and Brockham. On
the Thursday night we were
given an overview of the River
Tilling Bourne and on the Friday we visited various points
in the river and collected data
which allowed us to work out
the width, depth, wetted perimeter and hydraulic radius.
These findings helped us to
support our aim which was
that river discharge would increase as you moved further
from the source. We carried out analysis of our results in
order to come to a conclusion.

On the Saturday we focused on human geography in
which we looked at two different rural villages and compared them in terms of their population and service provision. The two areas we looked at and visited were
Ashtead and Brockham. We took environmental quality
surveys of the area to see how well maintained each area was. We also completed a service tally, to see how
many services were in each area. Finally we considered
the type of houses in the area from modern houses to
Victorian houses. These results gave us a better understanding of the area and their characteristics, linking in
with our Population Change topic.

It was a tiring couple of days but great to see the theory
that we learn about in the classroom in real life. A highlight was seeing an ox-bow lake on the river trip day and
also being able to identify meander features such as a
river cliff.
By Josh Sian 12US2

GEOGRAPHY CAREERS OR CAREERS WITH GEOGRAPHY?
On Wednesday 11th February the
Geography Department hosted their
first Careers Talk courtesy of a
scheme run by the Royal Geographical Society. Two Geography Ambassadors (Rachel and Niamh), 2nd year
Geography students from the Royal
Holloway University, ran an interactive and hands on workshop for year
8 students to raise awareness of the
skills that Geography students gain at
all levels of studying the subject.

main!) and Prince William. They also
had an interesting discussion on the
types of skills that these graduates
had gained from studying Geography
and how these were of use for them
in their careers and roles in society.
Prizes seemed a big motivation for
students to engage with the activities
and the feedback was very positive
with students being made aware of
the huge breadth of options that Geography enables.

Students in groups had to decide on
which "celebrities" had studied Geography, including the likes of James
Cracknell
(qualified
Geography
Teacher who trained with Mrs Tre-

The Geography Ambassadors were
also available for the Year 8 options
evening later on and presented to
parents to ensure they were informed of the potential benefits of CJJ
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Geography and the options and avenues that this diverse and varied subject facilitates.
A huge thank you to Royal Geographical Society and their Geography Ambassador Scheme as well as to Rachel
and Niamh from the scheme for their
enthusiastic, confident and beneficial
workshops and talks.
For more information on careers in
Geography see https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=27p2k1oot80 or http://
www.geography.org.uk/resources/
careers/weblinks
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GRAVESEND GRAMMAR SCHOOL
Church Walk, Gravesend, Kent DA12 2PR

SCIENCE TECHNICIAN
37 hours per week, 39 weeks per year
(plus 5 weeks holiday pay)
Salary range: £16,633-17,745 pa (pro rata),
higher for an exceptional candidate
The School wishes to appoint a Science Technician, working primarily in the Physics department, but providing regular support across all sciences. The main responsibilities of the post will be to support the teaching staff in the
provision of teaching resources, ordering and managing supplies, maintaining equipment and ensuring the safety
and cleanliness of the department.
The ideal candidate will have experience of working in a scientific environment whether in a school, college, research or industrial context. He/she will also demonstrate a strong subject knowledge/qualifications and a desire
to expand their knowledge and learn new skills. Reliability, punctuality and the ability to work flexibly both unsupervised and as part of a team are essential qualities.
Closing date for applications: Friday 24th April 2015
Application packs can be obtained by calling the School on 01474 331893 or from the school website
www.gravesendgrammar.eu. If you wish to discuss the post in more detail please contact Mike Fall, Director of
Support Services, on the above number.

WANTED!

MATHS CHALLENGE

Can you sign? Are you free on 10th July? We
have a group of 6th form students who would
like to learn signing—if you have some time
available (between 9:00 am and 1:00 pm) on
Friday, 10th July, we would like to hear from
you. Please contact Mrs Storey on

Take any 3 digit number.
Multiply it by 13.
Then multiply it by 7.
Then multiply it by 11.
What do you notice?
Does this always happen?
Why?
Answer on back page

storeyr@gravesendgrammar.eu

LONDON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY CHALLENGE
In January we went by train to the London Science and Technology Challenge Finals at Kings College after winning
the North Kent Finals. During the day we were asked to program a Lego Mindstorm Robot to change direction
when we clapped and also to follow a complex black line race track. Before the end of the day we gave a speech
on what our robot could do and although we didn’t win (this time!), we did enjoy ourselves.
As a bonus and not part of the Challenge, we were shown key-hole surgery where clever tools are fitted through a
small hole to leave as little of a scar as possible. The tools are fitted on an ‘octopus tentacle’-like arm for maximum
manoeuvrability .
Jeevan Dhinsa and Leondro Lio 9C
GGS Newsletter
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KILLINGTON SKI TRIP
Friday, 13th—unlucky for some but not
for 26 students and staff travelling to
Killington in the United States to ski!
The Virgin check-in at Heathrow, passport control and customs were all dealt
with incredibly efficiently and quickly
and students were soon tucking into a
(very) early breakfast. After an uneventful flight, we began the five hour
coach trip to our resort and on arrival at
the hotel in the early evening, most students settled in for some downtime and
an early night, ready for a 7.00 am start
the next morning.
Full of make-your-own waffles (and let’s
see how much chocolate sauce, maple
syrup and
spray cream
can be loaded on to the
one
waffle!), we
headed off
for
the
slopes—in a
traditional yellow American school bus—
to be kitted out with skis, boots and helmets. This done, it was time to meet the
instructors. Introductions were soon
over and so began five days of fabulous
skiing.
American TV was full of just how unusually cold it was
going to be
during
our
stay in New
England.
With temperatures plunging and the
wind increasing, we soon
found
ourselves in the
grip of the coldest weather in that area
for—some say—over 40 years. It certainly felt that way when wind-chill was
added in! Undeterred our intrepid skiers
made amazing progress over their time
on the slopes with their experienced,
friendly and incredibly helpful instructors guiding them every step of the way.
For the more advanced skiers, there
were bumps and jumps and meandering
through the trees in near perfect conditions.
Evening activities included tubing—
hurtling down a prepared piste in what
can only be described as an inner tube, a
cinema evening where students had the
chance to catch up on a film not yet seen
GGS Newsletter

Shouldn’t you be in that tube?

and a bowling and pizza evening. A visit
to the ice rink saw our only casualty of
the week, when a fall meant an evening
in A&E and stitches for one student—
fortunately this was our last evening and
no skiing time was lost!

Thursday morning saw a relatively early
start and the beginning of the long coach
trip back to New York, where a 24 hour
whistle stop tour was planned. This was
the only day where we had significant
snowfall and it was sad to leave it all
behind in Killington—still, the coach was
fully kitted with wifi and some students
were even spotted doing coursework!
If we hoped for warmer temperatures in
New York, we were disappointed. The
orderly rows of long streets and avenues
of sky scrapers were like wind tunnels.
However, we packed an incredible
amount in to our short stay—after some
free time when students had the opportunity to pick up bargains in Macys or
other shops, we went to an ice hockey
game in
Madison
Square
Gardens.
Whilst
the rules
of the
game
weren’t apparent with mass changes of
attack and defence players, it was popular with students. This was followed by a
late evening visit to The Rockefeller Centre. Very late at night, this proved to be
unbearably cold and meant that photos

were taken very
quickly
before
returning to the
warmth of inside!
The
following
morning, a quick
trip on the subway
to South Ferry
meant students at
least saw the Statue of Liberty from
afar and walked along some of Brooklyn
Bridge before returning to Wall Street
and the ‘Raging Bull’. A visit to the
Ground Zero brought home the impact
of
the
attacks
on the
Twin
Towers
with
a
very dignified
and
poignant memorial to the thousands
who lost their lives on 11th September
2001.
The replacement building, 1 WTC, is
stunning.
We
then made our
way to the Hard
Rock Café, home
of memorabilia of
the famous. The
famous burgers
were popular and
soon eaten, to be
followed by enormous puddings for
those who still had room. With some
time before our coach arrived to return
us to Newark Airport, more purchases
were made—and for those who were all

shopped out, there was a chilly stroll
round Times Square—where the temperature board stated it had ‘warmed
up’ to 19° F!
Another successful trip under our belts!
HJH
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YEAR 9 AND 10 VISIT NORMANDY

I thoroughly enjoyed the trip to Normandy and I
would also say that everyone else who went on this
trip would say the same. Although our stay was
short, the teachers and PGL staff did their very best
to make our trip memorable. Our Head Leader was
called Jordan and we all had a great time with him.

chicken could be placed inside it, surrounding the
pineapple were four 'super cookies' bought from
the bakery. Somehow they ate that! The funniest
part of that day was the faces of the market traders
when they were trying to interpret some of the
exceedingly English French accents that some students have. Our day was wrapped up with rock
During the two days that we spent at Normandy we climbing and abseiling and some evening entertaindid a lot of different things. Our first day was going ment that was provided by the wonderful PGL staff.
to the French town called Fougères (about 45
minutes away) where we put our French linguistic On the second day, we went to a goat farm where
skills to the test to see if we could buy the basic they made milk and cheese, which I have to say
ingredients needed to make our lunch—but this was pretty tucked away from ... everything. We
lunch wasn't ordinary for it had to be judged by looked around the farm and when Ms Pasini was
Jordan. Our target was simple: we had to create a talking to the farmer, she found out that he was
lunch that had to have a main course, a pudding only 23!! He had taken the farm over from an eland an overall theme (which was Valentine's Day). derly couple who couldn't work anymore. He had
Our dinner was judged by quality, price and varia- previously volunteered there on a Saturday and
tion across the food types. The winning team had then took over when the couple retired and his
an interesting dish that consisted of a pineapple family took over. We had a look at the 90 goats he
that was cut so that meat such as sausage and had on his farm and a lovely dog who was a native

sheepdog and super-friendly. We also tried some
of the cheeses. I tried all of them—one matured for
two weeks and one for two months, a herb one
and also a pepper one (these two were
my favourites purely as they tasted a little less
worse than the original but in all fairness they were
quite nice!). After we went to a town which was
closer to the PGL site and we did a trail activity,
where we had to answer questions in French for
Year 10 but in English for Year 9. Our group got
through it and despite having to translate the questions to English we got second place. During the
evening we had a disco with another school where
I had to encourage friends to go on the dance
floor—some of our group preferred playing darts
and pool instead. Fun was had by all.
Jordan Ramsay-Clements

10D

On Friday 13th February, we embarked on our trip to Château du Tertre in
Normandy, France for a long weekend. When arriving at the Chateau, we got
into our rooms, unpacked, and got to settle in for an hour or so until we had
our dinner. With different options on the menu from pizza to beef, we had the
choice of what we wanted. After we had our food in the canteen, we had our
first group activity, which was a combination of mainly "YouTube" challenges,
ranging from things such as "Chubby Bunny" to other things like eating an
orange without using your hands! After this, we went back to our rooms, and
went to sleep.

On the last full day, we visited a local bakery, and got to see how the food
they sold was made, and even got to make our own croissants! We did a town
trail, which was really interesting because we learnt about the history of the
town. After that we made our way to a goats
cheese farm, where we tried different types of
cheese, and even got to buy some for taking
home! We then had a disco which was really
fun, as well as getting to play pool, air hockey
and many other things. Then on the final day,
we packed everything up, and left to come
On the next day, we visited Fougères’ market to buy lunch ingredients. We back to England!
were given money, and had to buy ingredients including meats, fruit and veg,
dessert etc. Once we got our ingredients, we went back to the canteen and Overall the trip was really good fun, and would
made our lunch, where we were scored on many things, and tried to get the love to do it again if we had the chance to!
most points. The winning team got a really nice looking French patisserie.
Afterwards we did rock climbing and abseiling. The abseiling was really fun, William Cronin and Rhys Wootton
and had the thrill factor and the same applied to the rock climbing. Once we 9T
did that, we did a mini Olympics activity and did some funny challenges to try
and win.

GGS Newsletter
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BERLIN 2015
The Berlin trip for German and History Year 12 students ran for the fourth year running in February. 22 Year 12s ventured
forth to the capital of Germany to explore the historical and cultural aspects of the city, and to gain an insight into key events
of Nazi and East German history and politics.
I would like to thank the Year 12s for their participation on the trip, and their enthusiasm for all the things we did, and indeed,
for their willingness to expand their German vocabulary, and samplings of German culture, including sausages, coffee and
cake!
Thank you, too, to Mr Rees and Mr Ward for joining me and the Year 12s on the trip, giving up the start of their half-term holiday to do so. VAL
It had been
another long
day at school
for most of us.
History is a
funny subject.
You can read
from a textbook but nothing is quite like visiting the place that holds
such an important place in history. Therefore
a school trip to Berlin, the heart of the Nazi
regime as Hitler once referred to it, was on
the cards for History Students. After a brief
flight to Berlin and a quick bus journey to our
hotel we finally settled in. This was only after
marvelling at the Berlin Hauptbahnhof as the
night lights shined bright from the huge glass
train station to rival St Pancras.
Our first day was a long one, with a trip to the
suburbs of Berlin to the picturesque town of
Wannsee. Here a rather plain villa situated on
the side of the lake has gained an infamous
name for the place at which the Final Solution
was put forward. It was inconceivable to
many of us how such a place could have been
used to discuss the death of 6 million people.
We had little time to dwell and moved onto
the Memorial for the Murdered Jews of Europe in the centre of Berlin, passing the
Reichstag and Brandenburg Gate as they
dominated the skyline. After a very moving
visit to the Jewish Memorial where concrete
blocks are used to represent families, letters,
hopes, dreams and people, we moved our
attention the incredibly westernised Checkpoint Charlie with some time to also explore
the area around it, with some German students putting into practice what they’ve
learnt in class helping the History students

buy hot dogs, postcards and pretzels.
The jam-packed itinerary continued with a
late night tour of the Reichstag- the German
Parliamentary Building- with an entirely modern building (designed by a fellow Brit!) hidden behind the old facade harking back to
Kaiser Wilhelm with graffiti from Soviet Soldiers still clearly visible. A visit to the roof top
dome gave us an impressive vista of the
whole of Berlin.
The following morning we were up early once
more, taking a short train journey to visit the
very humbling and emotive Sachsenhausen
Concentration Camp, home to political prisoners and enemies of the Nazi Terror State. A
very striking contrast could be seen between
the SS Camp and Concentration Camp with a
wall separating a beautiful garden from
barbed wire, unbearable living conditions and
pain. It truly was a moment where we were
all lost for words at the darker side of human
nature.
We took the train back to Berlin and to the
Jewish Museum. We received an excellent
guided tour of the museum which was largely
about presenting things in an abstract manner using shapes, light and space to empha-

sise the story.
However the
highlight of the
day was having
dinner
(on
Valentine’s
Day!) at the TV
Tower standing at 368m high with a revolving restaurant!
On the final full day we returned to the historic aspect of Berlin taking a visit to an underground bunker, home to many of the relics surviving from other bunkers in Germany.
Then it was on to the home of the State Security/Secretary of Defence for the DDR in former East Berlin for yet another incredibly
informative tour from someone brought up
on the ‘other side of the wall’. It was also
time to see the infamous stretch of wall still
standing and covered in the famous graffiti
that we see so often in pictures. After a busy
three days, students and staff alike took time
to relax by visiting a bowling alley before
heading to bed early to be up and ready to
head home to the UK.
The trip had taught us so much about life
under a totalitarian regime and the full terror
of the Nazis. The overflowing itinerary meant
there was always something to be seeing and
doing, leaving us exhausted at the end but
with few regrets of experiencing an incredible
city, shrouded in history.
This trip wouldn’t have happened without the
dedication and effort of the teachers, so all
students on the trip would like to take this
opportunity to extend our thanks to them
and also the tour guides who made each

museum and visit informative and helpful.
Andrew Warner 12US3

Berlin Trip 2015 Summary
If I had to summarise the recent Year 12 trip to Berlin in one
word it would be ‘unique’. Berlin, as a city, has a distinctive
recent history due to events before, during and after World
War 2. A massive majority of the buildings there are modern
and are typically very impressive in nature. During the trip we
visited some of the more prominent buildings in Berlin, such
as the TV tower, Alexanderplatz and the Reichstag building.
We also visited a multitude of sites that bear huge historical
significance. From vast camps that formulate Sachsenhausen
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to the picturesque villa in which the Wannsee conference was
held; every site that we visited told its own story. Equally interesting was the insight that our guides gave us into the German perception of modern history, which is often vastly different to how we treat it in the UK. Ultimately, the trip to Berlin
was a great experience, not only for history but also for the
various other activities we participated in whilst exploring the
German capital.
Luke Horsfield (UC2)
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eSAFETY—DO YOU KNOW WHAT YOUR CHILD IS DOING ON LINE?
The world of Apps on mobile, internet enabled, devices is a growing part of most young people’s daily lives. Whilst many
provide useful educational tools or social outlets they also carry a degree of risk for the unwary. It is important for parents
to stay abreast of the Apps their young people are using in order to help manage and negate some of these risks.
Do you know the Apps that young people commonly use?
Try the quiz below, how many Apps can you name along with their use? See if you can identify one risk associated with the
given App (Tip: if as an adult you are struggling, try asking a young person!) Answers will be given in the Safeguarding section of our website—http://gravesendgrammar.eu/safeguarding/.
Logo—what app
is it?

What is it used
for?

One of the risks for
young people when
using this app (CEOP)

Logo—what
app is it?

1.

13.

2.

14.

3.

15.

4.

16.

5.

17.

6.

18.

7.

19.

8.

20.

9.

21.

10.

22.

11.

23.

12.

24.
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You will not have failed to notice that we have a General Election coming up! With this in mind, 6th form students invited local
members of political parties to come in to discuss their views. First was Gravesham’s Green Party candidate, Mark Lindop.
The Conservative (Adam Holloway) and Labour (Tanmanjeet Dhesi) candidates will be coming into school on 1st May, and the
UKIP candidate (Sean Marriott) on 21st April to speak to the sixth form about their policies and why they should for them.
The remarks are the students’ own and do not necessarily reflect the views of the School or the people within it.
In the run-up to the General Election on May 7th, political
parties and their candidates are campaigning hard to win
seats in Westminster. On Tuesday 24th March, the campaign trail came to GGS when Gravesham’s Parliamentary
Green Party candidate, Mark Lindop, gave a talk to all
Sixth Form politics students, and participated in a Q&A
session.

I, like Ben, was present at the 'Q&A' session with Mr.

Mr Lindop kicked off the afternoon with a short presentation about the Green Party and his personal political life.
After this opening, the floor was opened up to questions.
Andrew Warner asked: ‘What do you believe are the main
concerns of people in Gravesham?’ Now, as a Parliamentary candidate hoping to represent us on a national level,
you would think that Mr Lindop would give a wellrehearsed and considered reply. Not quite. After a response about the Paramount Theme Park and street
lighting, it seemed the candidate was eager to move onto
the next question. This pattern of avoiding questions
turned out to be a regular one throughout the session and
it was not until the question about education that Mr.
Lindop decided to try and provide a coherent and detailed
response. Unfortunately, this seemed to fall flat on its face
when Harun Dookhit asked the candidate about his views
on Grammar schools. It transpired that Mr Lindop agreed
with Grammar schools, and that he simply disagreed with
the 11+ that grants admission to them (I know what
you’re thinking). Shortly afterwards, Mr Lindop delivered
what I believe to have been the line of the day: ‘The 11+
should be replaced by an entrance exam.’ Hmmm.

As Ben said, the floor was opened to interrogation after
a short presentation, and Mr Lindop quickly found that
what they say about 'inquisitions' is startlingly accurate.
The sixth formers facing him were far more well prepared than he had expected. And so, after a poorly
timed joke about the performance of Natalie Bennett on
an LBC interview, thus commenced the hunt.

As well as this major hiccup, Mr Lindop also seemed worryingly unaware of his own party’s policies (which is understandable, as they do not seem to have a great deal of
viable ones to choose from). Whether being quizzed by
Charlie Cumiskey on the Green Party’s stance on drugs, or
the extent to which they would allow freedom of expression by Billy Mason, Mr Lindop struggled to provide the
answers. This is not to say that Mr Lindop was always out
of his depth. He was confident when it came to answering
questions about the environment (particularly fracking),
and was courteous, polite and patient throughout the
afternoon. Although I passionately disagreed with his
views, Mr Lindop was an undeniably nice man—perhaps
too nice to become a politician!.
I would like to thank not only Mr Lindop for attending, but
also Joshua Watson, who organised the visit and provided
us all with the opportunity to ask our questions. In the
extremely unlikely event that Mark Lindop is elected in
Gravesham on May 7th, it would be nice to think that GGS
provided him with his first taste of (a slightly less rowdy)
experience of the House of Commons.

Lindop. To call it 'Q&A' is misleading, however: I would
liken it to an Aztec sacrifical ritual, in which a hapless
victim has his chest cavity carved open and his heart
ripped out, before being skinned alive. The poor fellow
took a beating which would make Ali flinch.

Questions were fielded regarding education, an issue in
which he promptly contradicted himself. His prior interactions with the law were mentioned, as was his social
media presence, an issue on which I felt the need to uncharacteristically defend the poor bloke, as he really was
having a bad time of it.
He answered questions regarding the environment willingly, but a lot of places were 'not his speciality'. He
spoke briefly about adversarial politics, and promptly
denied a large number of quoted Green policies. The
man was a wonderfully nice person, impeccably polite
and well-mannered, but just...not a politician. He
seemed like a bit of a placeholder candidate, someone
whom the Greens could use as a way of saying that 'they
contested the seat of Gravesham'.
And perhaps it’s for the best that Lindop (or in fact many
Greens) are not going to get elected. Frankly, they seem
to be another party of half measures and botch jobs in
one area, whilst being illogically self-destructive in others. Honestly, if you're going to try and make the country
a better place, have a bit of courage in your convictions
and try not to obliterate the economy!
I too would like to thank Mr Lindop for his attendance,
and I would like to thank Ben showing me and Mr Lindop
how to grill someone better than a George Foreman oven, that someone of course being Mr Lindop.
Joshua Watson 13UD3

Ben Slade 12UC3
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JACK THE RIPPER TOUR
On 10th February 2015 Year 8 pupils
travelled to London for the now annual Jack the Ripper trip. Two students share their thoughts regarding
this successful trip:

tour guide made the trip more engaging because of his dramatic
presentation and the amount of information that he knew. Overall I
think that the trip was very beneficial
for our later assessment on Jack the
“I found it really interesting and I’d
Ripper because of the extra infordefinitely recommend it to other stumation we had learnt. It was a really
dents, especially those who have an
enjoyable and very interesting trip.”
interest in history. I found the atmosphere of the tour really engaging, Thomas Youlles 8D.
especially being able to walk around
“It started off with a coach journey,
the different murder sites and seeing
which was great, it had the views to
the differences between Whitechaplook at while we were travelling
el during the past and present. It was
through London. Once in London we
an easier and more enjoyable way of
all offloaded the bus, got into our
learning than having to write down
groups and set off. We visited the
information from worksheets. The

sites where each of the five murders
took place. Our guide was very
knowledgeable, which allowed us to
learn more about the murders than
we had previously learnt in class.
After visiting the five murder sites,
we then discussed who the suspected killers were, and why it couldn't
have been some of them. Afterwards we all came back together as
one group and went home. I would
recommend this trip, as I enjoyed it
very much and I certainly took away
a wealth of factual information”
Luke Trigg 8F

YOUNG DRAGONS PUBLIC SPEAKING COMPETITION
Three Year 9 students competed in
Young Dragons Public Speaking Competition on 26th March. Being asked
to prepare and deliver a five minute
speech to a panel of judges and an
audience of fifty people is a huge
challenging task for anyone let alone
13 and 14 year olds. The standard
was incredibly high and all of the participants (Michael Tate 9F, Joseph
Buckley 9T, Kizito Bodunrin 9H)
should be congratulated on all of
their efforts. They all demonstrated
immense maturity when delivering
convincing and well-chosen arguments in a persuasive manner.
The topics provided an opportunity
for the students to investigate current issues and weigh up the arguments before deciding on their own
view of the matter. As participants
had to put forward a clear, one-sided
argument the task was a daunting
one as all focus had to be on persuasion and not just weighing up the
options and picking a side.
The available topics were:
1. The option of starting a business
should be included in student career
GGS Newsletter

advice.
2. We should welcome immigrants
to the UK as overall they impact positively on the country’s wealth.
3. Making young people stay in education or training until the age of 18
is detrimental to those who simply
wish to leave school and start work
immediately.
Feedback from the judges suggested
that all students had delivered their
speeches brilliantly and that selecting
a winner from the eight contestants
was an almost impossible task. Unfortunately, the students did not
manage to secure the win but nevertheless I would like to thank them all
for their efforts throughout the process. They should be aware of the
fact that this process will hold them
in good stead moving forward with
their education and future careers.
The ability to stand up and confidently speak to an audience is an incredibly useful skill to have and one of the
most difficult to obtain.
JEP
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VOCAB EXPRESS—
OR—HOW DO YOU GET OVER 600 STUDENTS TO LEARN VOCABULARY?
The short answer is to enter them all of our students in 14th place in this
into a Global Vocabulary Challenge. International competition.
From 4th March 2015 to 10th March
2015 609 students, mainly in years 7
to 11 competed against schools from
all around the globe in the Vocab
Express Global Challenge. As an added incentive, the points that students
earned in French, German and Spanish were converted into raffle tickets where the prize was a brand
new iPad Mini that had been given
to the school.

The draw for the iPad Mini was conducted at the end of the assembly,
with over 5,500 entries having been
achieved. The winner of the draw
was Peter Allen in 7S.

French:
The competition we were entered for
put us at a distinct disadvantage because entries were based on the
number of students enrolled in Vo- As well as our excellent performance
cab Express rather than the number in the Challenge Cup we placed 6th in
the Genius Cup. Jason Easter 8D
scored a fantastic 30,950 in Spanish
to help to boost our total.

of students who actually study the
subject. We still managed to place
15th in the Genius Cup (which counts
the scores of the top 25 student
French score). Much of this success
can be attributed to Alex Walker’s
score of 67,765 in French. This score
was enough to secure 2nd place for
him, individually.

German:

The Languages Department would
like to say a huge thank you to Mrs
Students are still encouraged to learn Cork for her technical support.
German by Miss Lewis, who runs a
German Club. The German entrants

also included those students who
Overall Competition:
study German at AS and A2. Again
this put the school at a huge disadAlthough only French, German and vantage as they were competing
Spanish points counted towards the against schools where over 500 studraw, our students challenged them- dents study the language.
selves to learn vocabulary from 11
different languages. This included Spanish:
Italian, Russian, Urdu, Japanese, Hebrew, Mandarin, Polish and Portu- This is the competition where we
guese. These points all counted to- were most likely to perform well bewards our final participation in the cause of the number of students who
Challenge Cup, where every point, study Spanish. Our students did not
from every student counted towards disappoint. They secured first place
the total. In this competition we fin- in the Challenge Cup (where every
ished a creditable second
Spanish point counts), winning by
Alex Walker (11D) finished highest of over 150,000 points.
GGS Newsletter
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MINI-GIG II
On Thursday
26th
2015,
we
put on the
second
'Mini Gig' of
the
year.
This
time
we
were
raising money for CORAM - a children's charity
that our very own Miss Lewis will be
running the London Marathon for in
a few months time. A range of students and staff came to donate and

watch the amazing musical talent
GGS has to offer including act from
all year groups including; Laura Hobson, Owen Glazier, Fusion, Joe Danton, Fiona Brett and 'The Anonymous' just to name a few! We thank
all the performers as well as all the
students and staff who donated - we
hope you enjoyed experiencing a
snapshot of our school's limitless musical flair! We would also like to
thank Mr Miranda, Mr Annable, Mr
Singh and Mr Mitchell for all their
help. We wish Miss Lewis good luck
with her marathon and hope she

raises
lots
more money
in the coming months.
If you missed
out on the
mini gig or
would like to
see more of
what
GGS
Music has to offer be sure to come to
the 'Big Gig' on Friday 22nd May in
the Space!
Jeevan Sidhu 11T

WORLD BOOK DAY

World Book Day 2015 has been and
gone. GGS launched the second annual 'Big Book Exchange' on Wednesday 4th March. Students were encouraged to scour their households
for unwanted and unloved books.
They delivered up their lonely, abandoned tomes during House Assem-

blies and overnight, English elves mained unpicked. These were donatsorted them into piles: junior fiction, ed to a local charity.
senior fiction, biographies, non ficGGS students (and parents) kindly
tion and so on.
donated approximately 400 books to
Thursday lunchtime came around the 2015 'Big Book Exchange'. Thank
and it was time to send these for- you! Town House led the way with
merly surplus to requirements texts 135 books donated, well done.
off to new homes. Students
If you would like to learn more about
streamed into Room 114 and were
World Book Day, please check out
invited to select a book of their
the link below:
choice to adopt and take away to
enjoy. As an added incentive, every http://worldbookday.com/
new book owner was offered a
healthy snack to munch on as they
perused the books on offer. While JCM
most books were whisked away to
new lives in new homes, a few re-

WORLD BOOK DAY YEAR 7 FAVOURITE AUTHOR POLL 2015
In celebration of World Book Day on The results below show last year’s
March 5th the Library held the annual position in brackets.
ballot to find out the Top 10 Favourite Authors for Year 7. There were a
Anthony Horowitz (1)
great number of authors suggested,
David Walliams (4)
49 different names in total and AnJ K Rowling (10)
thony Horowitz topped the poll with
Rick Riordan (7)
a runaway score of 27 votes, David
Roald Dahl (Re-entry from 2013)
Walliams came 2nd with 16. This poll
Robert Muchamore (8))
was also undertaken with Year 7 last
Michael Morpurgo (5)
year, so it is interesting to see how
Suzanne Collins (3)
the results have changed (or not).
Michael Grant (9)
GGS Newsletter

J R R Tolkein (6)
This year there were no new authors
entering the Top 10. Roald Dahl reentered at number 5 after dropping
out of the Top 10 in 2014, whilst J K
Rowling regained popularity and was
back up to number 3 from number
10, having 4 years ago held the top
spot.
Mrs Nurdin
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARDS
Huge congratulations to the following 15 students who
have all successfully completed their Silver DofE at
Gravesend Grammar School. This is the largest number
of students yet to complete the Silver level of the award
and we hope to continue this success into the future.
A big thank you too to all parents who have helped students transporting them to different clubs, to the expedition, washing kit and equipment etc.
Similar thanks go to all volunteers on the staff who give
up their own time to support students through the
Award. It wouldn't be able to happen without you!
Roshan Birdi
Matthew Bruce

Rehan Chaudry
Ryan Healey
Ben Holmes
James Howard
Nirees Kanaharajah
Stuart Macfarlane
Zakaria Nawhi
Lucas Singh Basra
Ben Slade
Thomas Smith
Robbie Smithers-Halberg
Jack Todd
Havinees Vithyakaran
Mr Jesson

BRONZE DoE—TERM 4 UPDATE MARCH 2015
With now less than one month to go
before the DofE Bronze Practice Expedition, the 28 Year 9 students are
busy planning their expeditions.
In mid-March, the participants
attended a Gravesham DofE Training
Weekend held at Cobham Hall. They
were trained on all aspects of the
Expedition section, including menu
planning, rucksack packing and tent
pitching, just to name a few. The
weekend also involved a short walk
around Cobham Hall to practise their
navigation skills. Despite the weather being typically British, they kept
their spirits high and demonstrated
confident personal and team skills
throughout the weekend.
GGS Newsletter

On the following Tuesday, the participants took part in a Navigation Day
at Shorne Woods Country Park. This
offered them yet another opportunity to practise and enhance their navigation skills before the summer expeditions begin in Term 5. It was
evident that they made progress because they were able to use features
of the map to identify where they
have been, where they were, and
where they were heading – all by
themselves and with minimal intervention by staff.

planning process, they have to map
out their routes, detail their journeys
onto route cards as well as planning
their meals for the entire weekend.
Although they are finding the planning of the routes easy, the route
cards are much more challenging
because of the level of detail that is
required.
As I am writing this, there are galeforce winds and heavy rain. Typically
British, then.
KKP

For the past three weeks, the participants have been planning their Practice Expedition that will take place
after the Easter break. As part of the
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CHINA 2016
CHINESE MEAL EVENT & ENTERTAINMENT—FRIDAY, 24TH APRIL 2015—7.30
You are invited to attend an evening at Gravesend Grammar School, for a Chinese meal and
entertainment. The event is raising funds for the 2016 expedition to China. There will be a licensed
bar selling a range of beers, wine and soft drinks, as well as a raffle and
entertainment during the evening. Numbers are limited, so tickets will be sold on a first-come,
first-served basis!
The evening will cost £15, and will involve a three-course Chinese meal chosen from a set menu – below. Tickets are available
by returning the reply slip with appropriate money to the Finance Office by Monday, 20th April.
Please detail how many tickets you require, and your menu choices. Cheques should be made payable to Gravesend Grammar
School. Your ticket/s will be issued in due course to your son/daughter.
Alternatively, please email lewisv@gravesendgrammar.eu with numbers of tickets and orders for food; and payment can be made at the Finance Office.
Starter

Main Meal

Sides

E1 Prawn Toast
E2 Vegetarian Spring Rolls (V)

M1 Sweet and sour chicken
M2 Beef in black bean sauce
M3 Stir-fried mixed vegetables (V)
M4 King Prawn Szechuan style
M5 Water Chestnut Cashew Dish
M6 Pork with Chinese Mushroom and
bamboo stalk

S1 Steamed Rice
S2 Egg Fried Rice
S3 Plain Noodles

REPLY SLIP AND MEAL CHOICE
STUDENT NAME ……………………………………………………………………………………………. FORM …………………………………………………...

Name

Starter Number (eg E1)

Main Meal Number (eg M5)

Sides Number (eg S2)

QUIZ NIGHT
Miss Lewis is running The London Marathon in support
of CORAM, a 275 year old charity that provides opportunities and help to vulnerable children. To kick start her
fundraising campaign the school hosted a Quiz Night
where money raised was equally shared between Coram
and the Ben Johnson Forget Me Not Foundation; which is
a charity close to the School that supports those who
are, or have been, affected by blood cancers.

ous staff members involved as well as student teams and
of course family and friends. With prizes for the top
three teams, a spread of great raffle prizes and a few silly
games the night was a great success with over £500 being raised.

On behalf of Miss Lewis I would like to thank everyone
who turned up on the night to compete, all the volunteers who helped to collect tickets and make sure the
The night comprised 18 teams battling it out in eight night ran smoothly, the quiz master and everyone who
different general knowledge categories. With bragging
kindly donated prizes for the raffle.
rights at stake, the competition was fierce but all was
kept in good stead and spirits were high even during the Dan Fullager 13UD1
‘tougher’ questions.
It was great to see a mixture of both current and previ
GGS Newsletter
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YEAR 7 SLEEPOVER
We invite students in Year 7 to join in with the sleepover on Friday, 1st May. The sleepover will be
a chance for lots of friends from the year group to join in together with various activities during
the evening and night-time. There will be prizes!!!
The sleepover will begin at 7:30 pm on Friday 1st may and will end at 8:30 am on Saturday, 2nd
May. Pizza, chips and salad will be provided as a late-night snack. Water and squash will be available throughout the evening, as well as a drink of hot chocolate with marshmallows or biscuits. For breakfast, there
will be a range of cereals with milk and a drink of orange juice.
Sweets, crisps and fizzy drinks will also be available to purchase.
There will be a quiet room, sleeping room, movie room and computer games room for students wishing to break
from the organised activities for any portion of the night.
The cost is £10, which must be paid to the Finance Office (cheques payable to Gravesend Grammar School) by
Wednesday, 22nd April together with the slip below. If you have any queries, please contact lewisv@gravesendgrammar.eu (Miss Lewis) or pollardj@gravesendgrammar.eu (Mr Pollard).
The event is being held to raise funds for the 2016 expedition to China.

PLEASE RETURN BY WEDNESDAY, 22ND APRIL TO FINANCE OFFICE WITH £10
Student’s name…………………………………………………………….. Form ………………………………………………………………….
YEAR 7 SLEEPOVER—1ST MAY 2015
Dietary needs:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Normal
Vegetarian, but will eat diary products
Vegetarian, no diary products
Other—please give details
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Medical details which the team leaders need to be aware of:
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Photo Permission
Photos of students may be used in the School newsletter (print or School website versions). Please sign below to
give your permission for the use of these images.
Parent(s)’ emergency telephone number ……………………………………………………………………………..
Near relative(s)’ emergency telephone number ……………………………………………………………………

Signed ………………………………………………………………………………………. Date …………………………………………………………….
Parent/Carer
GGS Newsletter
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HOUSE RUGBY 2015
Great rugby. Tick. Competitive games.
Tick. House pride. Tick. Burgers and cake.
Tick. Typical fickle British weather. Tick.
This can mean only one thing; this year’s
House Rugby.
House Rugby is one of the very few
school events that requires whole school
involvement (unless you’re in 11D where
only one of you shows up!). This is a
great annual tradition for students to
show off their rugby skills, try and prove
that their house is the best and ultimately have a great Saturday morning of
sport. As per usual the weather couldn’t
make up its mind as to what it wanted to
do, so players and spectators were treated to the full onslaught of four seasons
in one day but unfortunately it was more
rain than sun. Rain is perhaps the best
conditions for rugby and it was clearly

shown on the day with some fantastic
matches all full of ferocity. The matches
gave the older years the chance to fine
tune their skills and tactics and for the
younger years it was a chance to try a
new sport and get to grips with the
school ethos towards participation,
House pride and sport as a whole.
Although it was an early start it was
great to see so many students playing or
supporting as well as the mass numbers
of parents, guardians, family members
and friends that turned out to watch all
of the matches through the thick and
thin of both results and weather conditions. In some parts the supporters were
more competitive than the students and
acted as great moral support for tougher
times in matches.
The usual accompanying selling of burg-
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U13s KENT CUP 7s CHAMPIONS
Rochester Maths School were the hosts
of this year’s under 13 Kent 7s tournament, and having had a successful 15 aside season our boys went into the competition full of confidence. It had been 15
years since the School’s last victory in a
County rugby tournament, so the team
knew it was going to take something
outstanding to bring home some silverware. Their group was certainly not the
easiest containing previous winners
Judd, the hosts Rochester Maths and St
Dunstan’s.

ed to lose, they soon realised that now
was not the time to get complacent, and
if they were going to progress in the
tournament then calm heads were needed.

Having made the Cup final, the opposition were the team that had beaten the
U13s twice in the two previous years,
Beths Grammar School. Full of confidence, Gravesend strode onto the pitch
looking to make it third time lucky. There
were many brilliant performances, Luke
Trigg’s ball turnovers, Ollie Perkin’s kicking and Harvey Emery and Harrison Fish’s
great support play, all contributed to
what was an outstanding squad performance resulting in a 19-10 victory and a
long awaited County cup victory.

With the defeat fresh in their minds and
Mr Turvey’s reassuring words ringing in
their ears, the boys put in an outstanding
performance at the quarter final stage
against St Olave’s, with Feran Abraham
showing exceptional pace, and great
decision making from Julius Sereikis as
they cruised into the semis with a 19-10
The first game against St Dunstan’s win.
Congratulations to all the team:
eased the boys nicely into the tournament with a 26-0 win. However, a much Only the old foes, Dartford Grammar Harvey Emery, Harrison Fish, Luke Trigg,
sterner test faced them in the next School, were in the way of Gravesend Ollie Perkins, Julius Sireikis, Feran Abramatch against Judd: the team worked Grammar School and a Kent cup final. ham, Niyi George, Lukey Hunt, George
hard and managed a well-earned 24-17 Despite fatigue becoming a factor, the Knight, Duncan Kinnear, Lewis Pitchell
win. The final game in the group stage strength in depth of the squad and Dun- and Joe Miller.
was Rochester Maths who were again a can Kinnear and Niyi George’s strong
strong side and proved it by beating GGS tackling made it a physical encounter BPS
12-7. Though the boys were disappoint- and proved too much for Dartford as the
game ended 21-12.

YEAR 7 RUGBY ROUND-UP
This year has seen some brilliant performances from our
Year 7 Rugby teams with convincing wins and close
losses. The forwards have proved to be a very strong
scrummaging and rucking side which has allowed our
talented back line to show off their skills.

tries. Beating Beth's School and the Howard School have
been two highlights with great team performances in
both.

As our Saturday morning fixtures come to a close we will
now be playing some more local sides in the District Cup,
As our 15-a-side season comes to a close we can reflect any support for the players after school is welcome.
upon some outstanding forward performances who have
all embodied the ethos of rucking past the ball and work- Mr Rees and Mr Stanley
ing hard for each other. The back-line has been working Year 7 Coaches
on support and as a result have scored some scintillating

U16 KENT 7S AT SUTTON VALENCE
The U16 team arrived at Sutton Valence for their first
taste of 7s this season on a bitterly cold day. All of the
top schools in Kent were in attendance and we knew a
tough day lay ahead.
Our first group game was against Judd who, as always,
were extremely strong, especially as it seemed some of
our boys had only just woken up. Judd ran out comfortable winners. This first game got our boys going and we
took on Rochester Maths in game two. We were a
changed side and tries from Hugh Bryant, Matt Bruce
(x2), Josh Filmer and 4 conversions for Matt Bruce led us
to a 28 - 7 victory. So with high hopes we went into the
winner takes all decider for a quarter-final spot. Our opposition was St Olave’s, a consistently strong rugby
GGS Newsletter

school. By this point of the day we had started to play
some really good 7s rugby and we took an early lead and
held it going into half time 12 - 0 up! Unfortunately tiredness hit us and St Olave’s had a couple of lucky bounces
and we fell agonisingly short losing the game 17 - 12.
This meant an early bus ride home but all of the boys
could hold their heads up high for an improved performance throughout the day. Well done to all involved!
Squad: Charlie Whitman, Rohan Paul, Havinees
Vithyakaran, Hugh Bryant, Josh Sclanders, Tommy Barrett, Matt Bruce, James Wood, Josh Filmer, Joe
Haffenden, Stephen Clark and Joe Jenken
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U15 7s MATCH REPORTS
Gravesend Grammar School hosted the
annual Kent U15 7s tournament in
March, where the top sixteen schools in
Kent competed for the Cup. Gravesend
entered and found themselves in a tough
group which consisted of Kings Canterbury, The Skinners School and Eltham
College, all of which are established rugby schools.
Gravesend started their day with Eltham
College providing the opposition. With
only the winners from each group progressing to the semi-finals the pupils
knew that winning was essential. A early
try from Zac Filmer settled any nerves
and got Gravesend off to a strong start.
Shortly after Gravesend were on the
score sheet again this time through
Rakan Harrison. Eltham College pulled
back with a try of their own which meant
Gravesend went into half time up by
seven points. We started the second half
as they did the first, scoring quickly
through Zac Filmer, and then again making the score 24 – 7 to Gravesend. Zac
rounded the scoring with another try
before Eltham College scored a late con-

solation try making the final score 31 – effort in the corner. Zac Filmer complet14.
ed the scoring, making it 21 - 7. Gravesend topped their group remaining unWith the confident attitude from all pubeaten.
pils involved, the second match would be
the real test for them. Kings Canterbury, After a huge effort from the players fawho have a reputation of being strong tigue started to settle but the semi final
rugby school, would always be tough for loomed, Saint Olave’s has also won all of
Gravesend. Early tries from Zac FIlmer their matches. A early try from Zac
and George Bruce gave Gravesend a Filmer seemed to have given Gravesend
commanding position. Kings Canterbury a positive start but that was short lived
scored a try against the run of play be- as Saint Olaves scored two early tries
fore Harry Nash finished the scoring for before Zac once again scored to level the
the half making it 19 – 7 to Gravesend. score 12-12 at half time. Harry Nash
Again Gravesend started the second half scored the first try in the second half
strongly, scoring two further tries from making the scores 17-12 but then Saint
Zac Filmer and Harry Nash, making the Olave’s scored three quick tries, which
final score 33 – 7.
saw them out of sight and eventually
winning the match 31-17. Even though
The final match in the group was against
the pupils were disappointed with their
Skinners School with Gravesend knowing
performance in the second half they
a win would guarantee a semi-final spot.
should all hold their heads high for a
A try from Zac Filmer got Gravesend off
fantastic performance throughout the
to a bright start but unfortunately this
day. This is the second time in three
lead did not last long as Skinners scored
years that Gravesend have reached the
right from the restart which tied the
semi finals of the Kent 7s competition.
score 7-7. The scoring did not start again
until after half time where Daniel
Adeyemi scored a wonderful individual

SENIOR RUGBY DINNER
The annual Rugby Dinner was held once again at Old Graves- Players’ Player - Robbie Daniels
endians Rugby Club to celebrate the success of the season.
Player of the Year - Nick Banfield
It was a great night with an excellent speech from outgoing 1st The final award of the night was to announce the new 1st XV
XV Captain Nick Banfield, who was ably supported by Harun Captain for next season. I am pleased to announce that next
Dookhit in awarding the traditional Boys’ awards.
year’s Captain will be Robbie Daniels. I wish him and the rest
of the squad all the best for next season and their rugby fuThe prizes awarded by the Senior Coaching staff went to:
tures.
Coaches Award - Xander Boothby

Mr Burton

CRICKET 2015
As we move into the Easter Holidays and the summer approaches, so does the cricket season. This year we have a busy schedule with training and fixtures for Years 7, 8, 9 and 10. Our season starts fully on 2 nd May with our first Saturday block fixture
against Dartford Grammar School. However, training will start immediately after the Easter break. U12s and U13s training
will be on Tuesdays after school and U14s and U15s are on Thursdays after school. Students of all abilities and levels of experience can come and train - all you need is your PE kit although if you do have equipment you would like to bring then you can.
If you are interested please come along on a Tuesday or Thursday or speak to a member of the PE department.
2015 Saturday block fixtures
2/5/15 Dartford Grammar School
9/5/15 Chis and Sid
6/6/15 Ravenswood School
GGS Newsletter

13/6/15 Norton Knatchbull
27/6/15 Maidstone Grammar School
4/7/15 Skinners (TBC)
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ANYONE FOR SPONSORSHIP?
As a PE Department we are always on the look out for
kind offers of sponsorship from local businesses. In the
past we have received money from the PTA, Tasker
Ventures, the Port of London Authority and Alpha
Group to name a few.
All money that we receive goes towards school sport,
either for sports tours that we run or playing kit for our
representative sides.
We have recently received a donation from 'Sports
Planning Associates' for a new set of cricket shirts and a
junior hockey goalkeeping kit. I would like to say a massive thank you to Les Bevan, the company’s Managing
Director, for this kind donation. The goalkeeping kit has

already been put to good use and I am sure the U13
cricket team will love their new playing shirts.
If anyone knows of any other possible sponsorship opportunities please contact me via email
(burtons@gravesendgrammar.eu) or by phone
(01474331893 ext 1270). Gravesend Grammar School is
a registered charity; please contact me if you require
the charity number.
Mr S Burton
Head of Extra-Curricular Sport

ECLIPSE—WHAT ECLIPSE?

ACADEMIC YEAR 2015—2016
In order to help your planning, please find below dates for the academic year 2015—2016. Holidays during term time will not
be authorised unless there are exceptional circumstances. Please contact the School if you have any questions.
TERMS

START DATE
st

FINISH DATE

INSET DAYS

rd

Tuesday 1st September
New Year 7 induction and
6th form transition

Term 1

Tuesday 1 September

Friday 23 October

Term 2

Monday 2nd November

Friday 18th December

Term 3

Monday 4th January

Thursday, 11th February

Term 4

Monday 22nd February

Thursday 24th March

Term 5

Monday 11th April

Friday 27th May

Term 6
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th

Monday 6 June

Friday, 15th July
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Friday 12th February

Monday 18th July
Tuesday 19th July
Wednesday 20th July
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(11, 12,
13)

Senior

Athletics (3.15 – 4.45pm)
(SET/BPS/MAW/GTG)

Athletics (3.15 – 4.45pm)
(SET/BPS/MAW/GTG)

Athletics (3.15 – 4.45pm)
(SET/BPS/MAW/GTG)
American Football
(3.15 – 4.45pm) (AG)

Fitness (3.15 – 4.45pm)
(GTG)

Fitness (3.15 – 4.45pm)
(GTG)

Fitness (3.15 – 4.45pm)
(GTG)

(SET/MAW/SAB)

(3.15 – 4.45pm)

Athletics (3.15 – 4.45pm)
(SET/BPS/MAW/GTG)

Cricket (3.15 – 4.45pm)
(SET/WRB/SAB)
Fitness (3.15 – 4.45pm)
(GTG)

Cricket (3.15 – 4.45pm)
(SAB/MAW/BPS)

Cricket (3.15 – 4.45pm)
(JEP/GTG/BPS)

Thursday

Badminton (1.30 – 3.15pm)
(Pay and Play)

(GTG/BPS)

(1.30 – 2.30pm)

Badminton (1.30 – 3.15pm)
(Pay and Play)
Skills/Fitness

(GTG/BPS)

(1.30 – 2.30pm)

Badminton (1.30 – 3.15pm)
(Pay and Play)
Skills/Fitness

(GTG/BPS)

(1.30 – 2.30pm)

Badminton (1.30 – 3.15pm)
(Pay and Play)
Skills/Fitness

(GTG/BPS)

(1.30 – 2.30pm)

Badminton (1.30 – 3.15pm)
(Pay and Play)
Skills/Fitness

Friday
Gravesend Grammar School
Physical Education Department

Year
10

Year 9

Year 8

Year 7

Athletics (3.15 – 4.45pm)
(SET/BPS/MAW/GTG)

Cricket (3.15 – 4.45pm)
(BPS/JF/SAB)
Fitness (3.15 – 4.45pm)
(GTG)

Badminton (3.15 – 5pm)
(Squad)
Tennis (3.15 – 4.45pm)
(Gravesham TC) GTG
Hockey (3.15 – 4.45pm)
(BPS/AS)
Badminton (3.15 – 5pm)
(Squad)
Tennis (3.15 – 4.45pm)
(Gravesham TC) GTG
Hockey (3.15 – 4.45pm)
(BPS/AS)
Badminton (3.15 – 5pm)
(Squad)
Tennis (3.15 – 4.45pm)
(Gravesham TC) GTG
Hockey (3.15 – 4.45pm)
(BPS/AS)
Badminton (3.15 – 5pm)
(Squad)
Tennis (3.15 – 4.45pm)
(Gravesham TC) GTG
Hockey (3.15 – 4.45pm)
(BPS/AS)
Badminton (3.15 – 5pm)
(Squad)
Tennis (3.15 – 4.45pm)
(Gravesham TC) GTG
AS/A2/GCSE

Wednesday

Tuesday

Monday
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thursday, 2nd April
Friday, 3rd April
Saturday, 4th April
Monday, 20th April
Thursday, 23rd April
Friday, 1st May
Monday, 4th May
Thursday, 7th May
Monday, 11th May
Thursday, 14th May
Saturday, 25th/Sunday 26th May
Friday, 22nd May
Monday, 1st June
Wednesday, 3rd June
Thursday, 4th June
Monday, 8th June
Wednesday, 17th June
Saturday, 20th June

LAST DAY OF TERM 4
Spanish trip (Years 11/12/13)
GOOD FRIDAY
Ski trip to Pila
Yorkshire Dales Walking Trip
START OF TERM 5 (WEEK 2)
Senior Prize Giving 7:00 pm
Year 7 Sleepover
BANK HOLIDAY
Year 7 Consultation 3:30 (C,D,F)
Public Exams start
Year 12 Study Leave starts
Year 7 Consultation 3:30 (H,S,T)
DoE Bronze and Silver Practice Expedition
Big Gig (II)
END OF TERM 5
TERM 6 STARTS (WEEK 1)
Year 13 Study Leave starts
Y7 River Darent trip (C,D,F)
Y7 River Darent trip (H,S,T)
Y12 return to School
Sponsored Walk
Summer Music Festival

PTA AGM
The Annual General Meeting of the PTA will take place on Monday, 20th April at 7.00 pm in Room 220.
Everyone welcome to attend.

250 CLUB
1st - No 55 - £167.75 - member for over 10 years
2nd - No 154 - 391.50 - member since 2007 and also have 2
numbers
3rd - No 222 - £45.75 - new Year 7 family who also have 2
numbers
A nice even spread of winners last month!
The current Year 7 families were the first group to be offered
the choice of opting for 1, 2 or more numbers. The uptake of
this option was quite high and it appears to be the way to win
at the moment as a Year 7 family with two numbers has won in
4 out of the last 6 months. If you would be interested in having another number there are plenty available and it is simply a
case of increasing your standing order and letting me know so I
can allocate another number to you. We are called the GGS
250 Club because of the monthly subscription fee but we actually have 350 numbers. Last month 244 numbers were taken.
Some good news from my appeal last month for help in tracing
three members with winnings unclaimed. Two of the three
members have now been paid out. Thank you to those that
helped put me in contact with them. We have high hopes of
contacting the third—they actually have a first prize waiting for
them!
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Winners for February 2015 were….
1st - £165.68 - No 94 - Member since 2007 and their first
win
2nd - £90.38 - No 338 - Member since 2010 and recent 3rd
prize winner
3rd - £45.19 - No 45 - Very long term member
with a previous win in 2006
As the PTA are not meeting until the AGM on 20th April (7pm
in School) the draw for March may not take place until
then. If anyone would like to join us on the evening of 20th
April please feel free to contact me or the PTA for more details (pta@gravesendgrammar.eu).

In the meantime have a Happy Easter and thank you for supporting the GGS 250 Club.

MATHS CHALLENGE SOLUTION
Example: 375 x 13 x 7 x 11 = 375375
This happens for all three digit numbers. This is because
13 x 7 x 11 = 1001 and 1001 x abc = 1000abc + abc
= abc000 + abc
= abcabc

January 2015 winners were…
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