TERM 4 April 2017—Issue No 4

YES, MINISTER!
mar schools used to do, and this is the
sort of education system in which I believe strongly. So, it seems, does the
Prime Minister! The education "Green
Paper" and the consultation that followed will result in a "White Paper" in
which Mrs May will try to legislate to
allow more selective schools to be created in areas that currently don't have one
and where they will provide more choices for students of ability, regardless of
their financial status.

Street, the thought of an attack on innocent people was not conceivable; how
things can change in a matter of hours. I
know we have parents who work in London and some in the emergency services, so I am relieved that none of our
"family" were directly involved this
time. Our hearts go out, though, to the
victims, the bereaved and injured, including the school children from France
and English university students who will
have suffered emotional trauma.

As part of this process the PM invited a GSW
select group of schools and educationalists to a reception at No 10 to recognise
the work they are doing in bringing excellent education to a greater range of
young people. This included leaders of
prestigious independent schools and
universities who are sponsoring academies, as well as a some grammar schools
who still work in this way - including us!
Deputy Head Student, Mete McCarthy, came to represent our student body
and seemed to emerge on top of
what looked like a competitive eating
contest amongst the students, of
the delicate morsels provided! I was, as
a history graduate, more awed by the
thoughts of all the momentous decisions
taken in the building. Mete managed to
plant himself strategically in one of the
best spots in the room and ended up
within touching distance of the PM and
the Secretary of State for Education. It
was interesting talking to people from
politics and education and be able to see
that others beyond Gravesend recognise
the value of this school.

I have always felt Gravesend Grammar
School is unique amongst selective
schools and if not unique, then very
unusual and special. Most of the time
our boys and girls come from Gravesham
and the town of Gravesend. Here and
the the villages beyond the A2,
the urban areas towards Dartford, the
rural areas eastwards along the river and
areas of new housing where people look
towards Gravesend for their services, are
where our students largely live. This,
historically has given us a strong sense of
community and common interest. Our
Admissions system which, works on distance rather than scores, means that
the full range of young people are able
to come to the school because they have
ability and pass the test and not because We were, of course, very lucky to be
they have had some extra economic ad- there on Monday not Wednesday, especially as we walked over Westminster
vantage.
Bridge, past Portcullis House and would
This school delivers education in a very
have been far too close to the point of
contemporary way whilst adhering to
the outrageous terrorist attack. Whilst
traditional values, but it is very old fashwe were very aware of the security preioned in that we still serve a locautions in the area, even commenting
cal community, much as the first gramon the retractable barrier in Downing

REMINDER:
When we return after the holiday,
we will be on a WEEK TWO.
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STAFF NEWS

VACCINATIONS FOR YEAR 9 AND 10

This term, we say thank you, goodbye and good luck
to Mr Michael Ward, who is moving to a school nearer
to his home.

TERM DATES

MenACWY Td/IPV vaccinations for Years 9 and
10 students will take place on 6th, 7th and 8th
June 2017

£5 NOTES

When seeking to plan holidays, please only refer to the term
dates which are published on our website, in the newsletter
or otherwise notified by the School. As an academy, we do
not have to follow KCC dates and have not done for a number of years, and ours may differ from those published on the
KCC site as well as other schools locally. Similarly, dates posted by other organisations, eg myschoolholidays, are notoriously inaccurate and should not be referred to in any circumstances.

YEAR 11 REVISION GUIDE
Our guide for Year 11 to help with their exam revision can
be found in the Year 11 Google Classroom. It’s full of lots of
useful tips and suggestions!

Please note: The old five pound note will no longer be legal
tender after 5th May 2017. You may wish to suggest to
your children that they check money boxes and piggy banks
to ensure they do not accidentally end up with a hoard of
worthless paper!
Due to our cash collection schedules the school will not be
able to accept old five pound notes from the start of term 5,
ie Tuesday 18th April. This
applies for payments anywhere in school, e.g. the Finance Office, Canteen, Sixth
form Cafe, Maths Shop etc.
Most high street shops will
continue to accept the old notes until close to the 5th May
deadline, however if parents are left with old £5 notes after
5th May they can still be exchanged, via post, directly with
the Bank of England.

Careers News
It was great to see so
many of the year 12
students and their
parents at the Post-18
Options evening last
night. The event was
very successful and
enabled everyone to
find out more about
the opportunities available after Sixth Form
and how to prepare for the choices
ahead. It was good to be able to welcome a wide range of visiting speakers to
lead sessions on topics related to Higher
Education and Apprenticeships, especially as a number of these were former GGS
students. Thank you to all those who
took the time to fill out a feedback form;
overall the results were very encouraging and we will take on board all the
comments and suggestions when planning future Careers events.

an
online
platform
designed to help
you
research
and
narrow
down choices for University or apprenticeships. I highly recommend that all of
Year 12 make full use of this tool—the
codes to register have just been published on the Google Classroom and so
there is no reason to delay. It is also
worth looking at upcoming taster courses and open days as visiting a few uni-

down the open days that you need,
opendays.com is a useful site that has a
search facility, calendar of dates and
links to online booking.

versities can really help you to decide Jenny Douse
what is right for you. Open days are hap- Careers
pening from April through to the sum- (dousej@gravesendgrammar.eu )
mer and many of these are on Saturdays
but if the one that you would like to
attend is during term time don’t forget
At the start of the week we also had a
your Green Form. To help you track
speaker for Year 12 to introduce Unifrog,
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CHARITY—TERM 4
This term has been a busy one with regard to charity, particularly as we reach
the close of it and we prepare for life
after the Easter break.
To begin with, we’ve had one nonuniform day in aid of Mind, a charity centred on mental health.
Mr Fall is running the London Marathon
this year as a
special, albeit
arduous, 50th
birthday challenge, and he is
doing so in the
name of Mind, and thus all the proceeds
from the non-uniform day go towards his
target of raising £3000. One can’t emphasise enough what a tremendous and
commendable challenge Mr Fall has set
himself, and we wish him all the best
when he does the run on the 23rd April.
By all means continue to sponsor Mr Fall
separately, as he has a fundraising page
on Virgin Money Giving!
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
mikefall_london2017
Non-uniform day on 23rd March raised over
£1000 and money is still coming in – A huge
THANK YOU to all who contributed.

As well as this non-uniform day, we also
had a visit from Ravi Singh of Khalsa Aid.
He was an incredibly inspirational and
good-natured man, and his recounting of
how he had spent time in Syria helping
refugees was both extremely poignant
and spoke of someone who had no
doubt seen and experienced an awful
lot. We can only endeavour to continue
to raise the profile and work with Khalsa
Aid in the future.

This year also marks the tenth anniversary of the tragic passing of former student Ben Johnson, who many of you will
know through the school’s close ties to
The Ben Johnson Forget Me Not Foundation. This year we’re really pushing to
raise as much money as possible, and as
there has been for the past few years
there is a sponsored run (or walk, if you
th
prefer) in Ben’s name on the

28

May,

Ben’s Day. As a special touch
given it’s the tenth year, the run starts
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at Gravesend Grammar
School, with registration starting from
9:45am and the actual
run starting at 11am.
The Charity Prefects
have attended all of
the Key Stage assemblies to promote the event, with the key
thing to emphasise here being the ‘fun’
aspect to this. This is meant to be a day
of togetherness, of unity and a celebration of Ben’s
life, and the run
thus can be
done with a
group
of
friends,
with
people from your form, and so on. Come
the end of the race, you’ll get a free tshirt, a medal, a burger and a drink, with
all of this coming amid a friendly, fun
atmosphere where music will be playing.
On top of this, an as yet unrevealed local
celebrity will even take part, with the
likes of Joe Pasquale and Frank Bruno
being just two of the famous names that
have taken part in the past.
We’re making a push for things now in
case people want to start any training, or
get any teams organised. There are flyers
going round from the Ben
Johnson Foundation, but
by all means contact one
of us if you can’t get hold
of one. We want to make
this year’s Ben’s Day the
largest ever, and so we
encourage you all to
spread the word and turn
up for a day where the
aim is to have fun, to celebrate the life that Ben
had, and to raise money
for a truly great cause.
More details will be released after the Easter
break, but if you have any
questions or want any
more information, by all
means contact the Charity
Prefect Team or have a
look at the charity’s website.
A final point to note is a
non-uniform day on the
first Thursday back after
half-term.
This is 20th

April, and is in aid of Young Epilepsy.
Much like with Mr Fall and Mind, one of
the charity prefects, Joe Paternoster, is
running the London Marathon next year
in name of Young Epilepsy, and thus all
the proceeds go towards his fundraising
attempts.

Be sure to look at his fundraising page
too, which can be found on Virgin Money
Giving.
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/
JoePaternoster
Overall, we’ve had another successful
term, and we go into term 5 with a number of events upcoming and exciting
times ahead.
Joe, Beth and Masum
6th Form Charity Prefects
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HUSTINGS
HEAD STUDENT TEAM 2017—2018
The new Head Student Team are as
follows:
Head Student Leo Milner
Deputies:
Matt McDermott
Joe Paternoster
John Santhiapillai
Jasmine Walker

New Head Student, Leo Milner, with outgoing
Head Student, Ashraf Ali

Throughout my time at GGS I have been presented with many opportunities which have helped shape me to be the person I am today, so
I am very grateful that I have been given this opportunity to give something back to the school which has played such a large role in my
life since year 7.
As a team we bring various important skills, and each of us has an interest in a certain part of school life. We will certainly seek to continue the great work which has been completed over the past year by the outgoing team, and look forward to introducing some changes
which we hope will make the school even more enriching for its students.
Leo Milner
Head Student 2017-2018

Over my term as Head Student, the team
and I have faced many challenges and
have had to adapt in several ways to fill
the boots of the previous team. I would
like to thank my peers, staff members
and especially Mr Wybar for giving us the
opportunity to develop as a team and as
individuals. The skills we have learnt
have set us up for life after Gravesend
Grammar School and personally I have
gained four new life-long friends. I would
also like to say a special thank you to Mr
Dunne for his guidance and insight on

how the school runs on a day to day basis and how we make an impact that will
better the life of the staff and students!
Being at this school has been a roller
coaster ride however; I would not have
had it any other way. I want to thank
everyone who has played a part in my
experience at GGS, and I will not forget
the memories I have made here, from
the lunch time supervisors making us
bring in trainers to play football outside,
to the dreaded Spanish speaking exams,
as well as thousands of others. I wish

luck to all of my fellow Year 13s for their
exams and for whatever the future may
bring.
After a rigorous selection process I am
pleased to hand over the role to the new
team, led by Leo Milner. I wish them the
best of luck with the role and they have
been warned about the work so they
cannot complain!
Ashraf Ali
Head Student 2016—2017

THE SECRET GARDEN
Sssshhhh! Don’t tell anyone! Each week, Reception classes walk in pairs, hand in as learn about their environment.
the Whitehill Primary School minibus hand, to the Secret Garden—so secret
arrives at Gravesend Grammar School that most of the community at Gravesend Grammar School don’t know it’s
there! In the Secret Garden seated
around
their
campfire, WPS
pupils
learn
about the birds
and insects that
live
in
the
grounds;
they
make
birdfeed
ers with Cheerios
and enjoy hot
and a dozen or so excited children from chocolate as well
GGS Newsletter
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WORLD BOOK DAY
and the Harry Potter series. We received some very good design pieces,
including an excellent BFG model
featured below.
We also had a World Book Day Ka-

World Book Day celebrated 20 years
this year and Year 7 at GGS enjoyed
taking part in celebrating reading.
We held a literary lunch on Wednesday. Pupils in year 7 were invited to
the library
to
take
part in a
variety of
activities
related to
their
favourite
novels including:
The Hunger Games, Maze Runner

GGS Newsletter

about their favourite authors and
books.

Mrs Rathore enjoyed doing some DEAR
(Drop Everything and Read) time with
her classes. The pupils loved having the
chance to read quietly throughout the
day.
Winners:
7S were the Kahoot quiz winners. 75
merits for their form!
Riley Culling 7H
Joe Akehurst 7D
Matt Jones 7F
Wesley Danquah 7S
Jack Douse 7C
Jerome Omolayole 7T
Design winners:
hoot quiz. Each form entered as a Mikail Anser 7F
Samuel Ahmed 7F
team and answered a variety of
Josh Wickington 7F

questions on books, plays and poems. The winning form won 75 English merits for their form!
It was great to see other subjects
taking part too. The pupils explored
some French fiction books in MFL
and had a chance to write about
their favourite books and authors in
another language! In Spanish the
pupils also spent some time talking

NNH
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SPEAK UP!
“Enthralling”, “riveting” and most
importantly, “informative”. Those
are the first three words that come
to my mind as I remind myself of the
event that occurred on 16th March in
our hall. Not your generic or conventional assembly, but instead an up-to
-date and relevant presentation on
the dangers of driving.
The assembly began with a man who
started in traditional manner by introducing himself and then as we
might have predicted, proceeded,
relentlessly, to throw facts and figures at us, hitting us head first but
failing to make any real impact. At
first it seemed as if this were to be
another typical assembly…how I was
very wrong – to our surprise, suddenly from the back of the hall, a
random figure emerges from the
crowd and shouts “this is boring”. All
eyes were on this rebellious man, as
the sniggers and laughter drawn
from his comment began to settle.
We all suddenly became spectators
watching this man dressed in a distinct red hoodie and baggy black jogging bottoms that draped across the
floor as he continued to argue with
the man presenting the assembly,
challenging his points and, quite
frankly, to voice the opinions of
many of the students in the assembly. This continued for a while as we
collectively began to acknowledge
the role of the man in the red hoodie
and baggy bottoms: he was meant to

represent your average teenager
who lacks awareness and intelligence
in this particular area that is driving
safety. Then the important part began – the role play. As another member joined in on the act she represented a character called Michaela as
they began to re-enact an incident. In
conjunction, they all began to speak
and act like a group of excited, drunk
youths as they stepped into Matt’s
car after a party. They continued in
this excitable manner as Matt was
driving and then suddenly, BANG!
They had crashed. At this point, silence had smothered us all, as the
man leading the assembly spoke, his
voice pierced the silence and by then
he had our attention. He began to
speak of the after effects of the crash
and the implications it had on all of
the individuals involved in the accident; he then went on to act out a
court scene where at the end each
character had a moral statement that
they presented to us. It was at this
point they came out of character and
revealed they were actors who were
acting out an event that did happen,
but thankfully not to them.

involving drunk drivers etc. ; then, to
bring the assembly to a close, they
got us to reciprocate the information
they presented us with and tell them
the four biggest distractions while
driving.
The assembly was well and truly an
unorthodox, but sensational spectacle. The actors were far from mediocre and really did well to engage with
the characters they were playing and
the audience. As the students were
leaving the assembly, collectively we
were still discussing the information
we had just learned and along about
what we just witnessed, and that in
itself is an achievement. That assembly managed to find the balance between entertainment and informative and it is fair to say we are all now
wiser drivers.
The three actors who presented this
were: Sophie Toland, Matt Holt and
Jai Vithamony. They are based in the
North of England and had recently
been touring schools in the Kent area, before travelling home a couple
of days later.
Thabo Nkomo 12UH3

**and breathe**
After a brief explanation of the
event they had just acted out they
explained the relevance of the event
and linked it to information presented at the start. They then went on to
ask us scenario-based questions on
what we would do in predicaments

FRIENDS AND FAMILY WANTED!
Every year the School runs a two day "Challenge of Management" activity for our Year 12 students during Curriculum Development Week in July. The event is part of a week designed to help our students develop skills that will allow them to excel once
they have finished school lives. One of the successes of the event is the opportunity for students to be around people who can
lend their experience and work with them as mentors during the two days.
We're looking for people with experience in managing and developing teams or mentoring to help our Year 12 students develop their ability to work as teams and individuals in unfamiliar situations.
The event this year will be on Wednesday 5th and Thursday 6th July from 8am - 4pm both days. If you are interested in getting
involved please send an email to Ms Haggar (haggarr@gravesendgrammar.eu) with your name and email address and we'll get
in touch with more details.

GGS Newsletter
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BERLIN
It was a pleasure to take a group of 27 Year 13 students studying History ‘A’ level to Berlin at the beginning of the February half
-term holiday. This was the fifth sixth-form Berlin trip and thanks to the interest and enthusiasm shown by the students of
what they heard and saw, despite the extremely cold weather, it was certainly one of the most enjoyable. The sixth-formers
were a credit to the school and good company, with some demonstrating some knowledge of German, and some keen to try a
Wurst or two. Thank you to my colleagues, Mr Ward and Mr Clements for giving up their time to come to Berlin and making
the trip possible.
Shradha Badiani (UT3), Beatrix Young (UC1) and Rohit Kuller (UC2) have kindly written their impressions and thoughts about
our trip to Berlin.
VAL
For History students, dates are important
for everything, but for the class of 2017,
this one was a date to remember! On
February 9th, Miss Lewis, Mr Clements
and Mr Ward took the History students
of Year 13 to Berlin for the fifth year running, in a trip that explored the key monumental sites of WW2 and the Cold War.
During our time here, Berlin showed us
the horrors of the Nazi Regime and the
harsh realities of the Cold War. The Berlin Wall showed us the extent of the
struggle faced by the Germans and the
relief they all faced when the wall came
down in 1989. The Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp left us speechless, as we
were faced with the site in which thousands of Jews and prisoners of war existed in dire conditions, as they were
starved, worked to the bone, and murdered by the thousand with poisonous
gases. The touching visit to the Memorial
for Murdered Jews of Europe also added
to the sentiment, where the students had
a moment to individually reflect on the
atrocious events.
For the rest of our stay, we were given
the opportunity to experience the beauty
of the re-born city of Berlin, spending a
night up in the famous Berliner Fernsehturm TV Tower where we enjoyed a meal
with a 360° view over the lit-up city. The
Reichstag building, too, gave the students an opportunity to experience Berlin
from above, as well as view the seats of
government in a building that has withstood many traumas. We also had the
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opportunity to visit one of the most recognised landmarks is Europe, the Brandenburg Gate, which has held a huge
political importance since its construction
and played a massive role in the reunification of Berlin.

On the behalf of all other students I can
honestly say that it was an amazing experience and one that we shall never
forget! A huge thank you to Miss Lewis,
Mr Ward and Mr Clements for organising
the trip so well, for being our tour guides
and for making the trip even more special.
Beatrix

Young

(UC1)

and

Rohit

Kuller (UC2)

Before venturing on the History Berlin
trip in February, I could say with conviction that Berlin was my favourite place to
visit, and the trip merely reinforced this
view. If you asked most students what
the thing they remembered most from
the trip was, the general consensus
would say “it was cold”. Yes, it was cold,
however the exhibitions and places we
went to visit most certainly outweighed
the unfavourable weather. Berlin is
packed with History and culture at every
turn, and in the four days we were there I
felt like we experienced as tangible sense
of the past. Having the opportunity to
stand and experience what it was like for
an ordinary German to have had to rush
to an underground bunker during an air
raid, without realising that the bunker

was effectively useless, was truly
haunting. It reminded me why I studied
History in the first place—the opportunity
to relive the lives of ordinary people during that time. My favourite site was undoubtedly the Jewish Museum. It really
made me feel what the architect was
trying to convey through the subtlety of
his architecture and design—a sense of
disorientation, and a feeling of unease.
We learnt that the architect did not want
people to leave the museum feeling upset, but to realise that these events happened. It is time to learn from them and
not blame the grandchildren and greatgrandchildren of the perpetrators.
Berlin, as a city, has been through many
historical changes and events but it was
the tour of the concentration camp,
Sachsenhausen, that made me realise
that everything I learn about in class,
from packs and books, really occurred. It
switched on a sort of self-realisation of
just how many suffered, but also gave me
differing
viewpoints.
Standing
on
the
same
ground as
that
of
someone
being
worked to
death, of
course,
made me
reflect on my own existence, but also to
be aware of the historical events that
impacted on millions of people around
Europe. Having been to Berlin in the past,
this History trip brought back memories
and me feel part of something much bigger: to be in the middle of vast amounts
of cultural and social history.
Shradha Badiani (13 UT3)
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EPSOM RACE COURSE OXBRIDGE CONFERENCE
Smith right back from 1791, whilst in
Law the lecturer took us through a
modern day human rights case. As
for Natural Sciences, the lecturer explained to us one of Einstein’s theories about special relativity, how in
two of his postulates something is
invariant in all inertial systems whilst
you square root the speed of light
and then there are two clocks and… .
My understanding was minimal as
that’s really not the scientific area I
specialise in, but I’m sure that there
were some joyous physicists in the
lecture room to which this was music
to their ears.

Hope and despair are two emotions
that are forever intertwined. On a
trip to Epsom Race Course, one
might expect to be hopeful that the
horse that they had bet on won, or
be despairing that the horse that
they had bet on lost. For myself and
around a dozen or so other ambitious Year 12 students, our hope and
despair wasn’t in quite the same
vein.

less than 10%, highlighting just how
high the competition is for such a
popular and sought after course. This
in itself goes without mentioning the
A*AA entry grade requirements, and
the admissions test where the average score is less than 50%!
This being said, all was not doom and
gloom. Far from it, in fact.
We arrived at Epsom with a timetable and a free reign as to which lectures we went to, with each lecture
taking around forty-five minutes. Before we got underway, one of the
most striking aspects of the day was
the sheer number of other students
there. The car park was lined up with
minibus after minibus, coach after
coach, car after car; a constant reminder that the number of people
competing against you was simply
astronomical.

We were visiting Epsom Race Course,
not to look at horses and drink champagne, but instead to listen with enthusiastic ears at a variety of lectures
from Oxbridge’s finest. I’m sure that
we all set off brimming with hope
and confidence. We’d performed
well in our GCSEs, had been doing
swimmingly in our A-Levels, and so to
many of us, Oxbridge seemed a
pleasant challenge. As it turned out,
many of us were wrong, particularly
in the case of Medicine, which gets I attended four lectures, them being
more and more daunting the more English, Medicine, Law and Natural
Sciences, plus the compulsory hour
one thinks about it.
long introduction to the day. Each
Despairing, many of us cowered like
lecture – apart from medicine – was
lambs to the slaughter as it was rerelatively engaging and hopevealed that anyone who got less than
instilling. Each lecture – apart from
7 A*s at GCSE didn’t even get an inmedicine – had part of the presentaterview for Medicine at Oxford. Last
tion giving an example as to what
year for that very course, there were
activities you could end up doing day
1547 applicants. 425 were inter-to-day. In English, there was a joint
viewed, and 150 got places. That is
analysis of a sonnet by Charlotte
GGS Newsletter

I think more than anything this trip
helped me to shape my understanding of how to get where I want to go,
or rather where my focus should be. I
now know the pros and cons to the
subjects that I’m leaning towards,
how that for English studying books
from 650 AD would have to become
a grudging hobby, but I would still
get a fair share of modern literature
to look at too, of which I’m fonder. I
now know how I can specialise to a
specific area of science, how I have
to go a through a three year process
to go from four subject areas to
three and then to my favoured one.
All in all, I’m sure I’m not alone in
finding the day useful. Admittedly, it
was hideously cold, Medicine was a
shotgun blast to the chest, and we
didn’t see a single (real) horse, but
what we did get out of the day was a
greater knowledge and understanding of what may well be to come. No
doubt, we’ll have to work ludicrously
hard and prepare as best we can, but
with a lot of dedication and commitment, we might just have a shot of
joining the Oxbridge cohort.
Joe Paternoster 12 UT3
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FLATFORD MILL FIELD TRIP
After much anticipation, we set off to
Flatford Mill in Suffolk. Upon arrival, we
were met with the full force of Storm
Doris, and the realisation that we were
going to have to spend three days participating in Geographical studies. After
our brief five minute walk, we were glad
to find that we could change our soaked
through clothes and place our bags in
the building that we were staying in,
called Willy Lott’s Cottage (made famous
in Constable’s painting in 1892). Howev-

er, much to my dismay, the ceiling could
barely accommodate the smallest of
people on the trip, and, as a result of
this, many minor head incidents occurred, due to the two tallest people
(6’6” and 6’4”) being put in the smallest
room!
As soon as we entered the classroom we
were sat down and told what we were
going to do on the trip. Our teacher was
called Luke, and he was going to lead us
on all of our three outings. After planning our trip and leaving the Mill to go
to Walton on the Naze, we had to immediately turn around as a tree had collapsed on the road. Despite our best
efforts, we were not allowed to get off
the bus as, according to Mr Jesson, it
was a ‘safety risk’. But he clearly believed that we weren’t strong enough,
so, defeated by a measly tree, we headed to Walton on the Naze another way.
We were allocated time to get off the
bus and eat lunch when we got there,
however due to the high winds and the
cold weather, only the latter occurred.
Those brave enough to venture off of
the bus fought valiantly against the
winds, with only one casualty, my lunchbox, which now rests at the bottom of
the cliff after being blown away by the
wind to its doom. On the beach we
cracked on and started to identify the
many coastal defences, like a sea wall
and the aptly named super groyne, that
protected this part of the coastline from
GGS Newsletter

erosion. One interesting defence was
the 110m crag
walk, which is a
form of rock armour that allows
for habitats to
survive behind it.
It cost £1.2 million
to build and was
funded partly by
the residents as it
protects the Naze
tower. The tests
we did here included landform
profiling,
which
measures beach height to find deposition rates, Infiltration rates, done by
sticking a tube into the sand and seeing
how much water is absorbed, this also
measured deposition as the water could
flow through the deposited sediment,
but not the bedrock. Finally we did sediment analysis to see what rocks made it
onto the beach, which, as you may have
guessed, also measured deposition.
After this we packed up, went back to
the mill and wrote up our conclusions.
Dinner was at 6, and it contained
enough pizza and chips to fill the whole
population of the mill and all the surrounding villages. We finished our work
after this, and at 8 we put down our
pens and all either retreated to the
house or the games room, where furious
table tennis matches ensued, and Mr
Seath and I destroyed our opponents
(Mr Jesson and Adam) to start a winning
streak that didn’t end. We got the call to
go to bed at about 10:30, and this concluded the first day.
The second day was just as exciting. We
were awoken at 7:30 to be ready for
breakfast by 8, which, again, could have
fed many people, We planned our day
out to Ipswich after this. and then
promptly left once the risk assessment
was done. We went around, asking
questions to unsuspecting pedestrians,
many of were surprised by groups of
random strangers asking them what
they think of the waterfront. We also
carried out bipolar tests and urban development measurements, to draw our
conclusions on how successful the Ipswich waterfront development actually
was. My group finished by asking our
questions to a very nice fish and chip

shop owner, from whom we later purchased chips to thank him for his helpfulness (I promise this was the real reason!). We then congregated at the waterfront and went back to the minibus,
ending our day out in Ipswich writing up
our conclusions. At 6 o’clock, we were
greeted with the rewarding smell of pasta and garlic bread, rounded off with
apple crumble. We rounded off the day
with an intense game of Jenga and more
table tennis.
Luke told us that the following day’s
investigation would be self-planned. We
got our hiking boots on and walked to a
village called Dedham, over 30 minutes
away. Once there, we gathered evidence
on how accurate paintings of places actually are in representing the nature of a
village. We asked more questions and
judged people’s fashion in the name of
Geography. We gathered appropriate
evidence and walked back, not without
buying lunch though! Once again when
we got back we finished our conclusions
and evaluations, and for the last two
hours we used Luke’s expert knowledge
to plan our independent assessments.
After this we sadly said goodbye and
whilst walking back to the coach, in typical British fashion, a surprise rain shower that dampened our spirits even more.
In conclusion, this was a great trip,
which gave us a wide variety of tests and
experiments to do, and prepared us for
our independent assessment, whilst
allowing us to have fun and work together to help each other.
Michael Mulheran 12UT2
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HAVE A GREAT DAY/EVERY DAY IS A GREAT DAY….
…. were common greetings each day
from American lift technicians as we
queued to go up the mountain—and
every day was a great day as 28 students
and three staff began a week’s skiing in
Winter Park, Colorado over February half
term.

The air temperatures were unseasonably
high and conditions tended to be more
spring-like than the powder we were
hoping for.

Having left the UK at 11.25 am and after
a 9 3/4 hour flight and a 2 hour coach
transfer, we arrived at our hotel, the
Vintage Hotel, Winter Park and went
straight to ski fit. With a time difference
of –7 hours, it was only mid-afternoon in
Winter Park and there were rooms to
allocate and supper to be had before
very tired students and staff went to Beginner groups were soon getting to
bed.
grips with moving more quickly on snow
and stopping proficiently. The IntermeThe time difference meant that students
diate group were reminding themselves
were up bright and early the next day
of techniques and improving quickly,
(this was not always the case towards
whilst the more advanced group were
the end of the week!), ready for breakexploring the mountain, eager to get
fast and for some, their first experience
into the Snow Parks and the jumps—
of skiing on real snow.
although moguls weren’t quite so popuWinter Park consists of seven main areas lar!
(including a Terrain Park)—The Cirque,
Mary Jane, Parseen Bowl, Eagle Wind,
Vasquez Ridge and Winter Park. With
trail names such as Medicine Man,
Stagecoach, Sundance, Shootout and
Quickdraw, or Dormouse, White Rabbit,
Jabberwocky, Cheshire Cat, Tweedledum
and Tweedledee, we weren’t sure
whether we were in a Spaghetti Western
or Alice in Wonderland!
Having met their instructors, Donnie,
Barry and Robin, the groups went off to
enjoy the good snow conditions and uncrowded pistes. Tales of ‘did you see
me’, ‘did you see him’ and ‘I didn’t really
fall over’ could be heard over the evening meal.

many. Bowling, the cinema, tubing, a
quiz and making S’mores (a
traditional
night-time
campfire treat
popular in the
United States,
consisting of a
fire-roasted
marshmallow and a layer of chocolate
sandwiched between two pieces of Graham cracker) provided the evening entertainment.
Our instructors
were
bowled over
with the respect shown
to them by
our students,
the way in
which they
co-operated
on the slopes
and
their
general enjoyment of the activities, despite the
frustrations of learning to ski—and they
took every opportunity to compliment
us.
The week passed all too quickly—
fortunately without any major injuries—
and we were soon boarding the coach to
take us back to Denver Airport and
home.

Our second day was overcast and in fact
it snowed lightly for most of the day and
night and provided a covering of fresh
snow, the only new snow of the holiday.

Some of our evening activities didn’t
turn out as expected for a variety of rea- HJH
sons but the hot tub and outside pool
were enjoyed by a number of students.
A variety of restaurants offering burgers,
Mexican food and pizzas were reached
by travelling on the local buses, and a
trip to Safeways(!) proved popular with
GGS Newsletter
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NATIONAL CIPHER CHALLENGE
Last year, the University of Southampton launched the National Cipher Challenge. It was set as an optional homework from my maths set

'Teleprinter Hall' it was time for the
tour.
After the tour we went and looked
around the museum in Block-B. Here
we saw the German Enigma machine
and the British Bombe machine. The
Bombe was as powerful as a pentium
dual core processor. The Enigma machine is a very sophisticated piece of
equipment and could scramble the
letters 6 times due to its design. The
letter you pressed would pass
through 3 wheels 2 times, each time
changing the letter. For example if
you pressed G it would be:

and I chose to do it. During the February half term, this year, I received
G>F>H>O>P>U>T
an email from Alex Bonczoszek from
the University. The email said that I T would be the final letter. However,
had won a place to go to Bletchley every time you press the same letter
Park as an ambassador for Graves- you get a completely different letter.
end Grammar School.
After we had seen the demos of the
We arrived at Bletchley Park at about Enigma and the Bombe machines we
10:30 am and had a tour of the went to listen to a talk by Simon
grounds at 11.15 am. By the time we Singh in the Teleprinter Hall. He has
had got in and walked up to the written multiple books about maths;

one of the books that he spoke
about was The Simpsons and their
Mathematical Secrets. This book is
about how the writers of the Simpsons embed mathematical jokes into
the show. The reason that the writers of the Simpsons embed these
jokes is because they are all very
clever people. They all have either a
degree or PHD in Maths or Physics
(Applied Maths). Many of the viewers therefore will not understand
these jokes because they either are
not on the screen very long, not in
your focus or are very difficult to
work out.
This was a very interesting and enjoyable day and I would recommend
any students who get the opportunity to take part in this challenge do
so.
Alex Neat 8T

BASE COMPETITION 2017
On Tuesday 14th March five other opment of the business provided in
students and I competed in the re- the case study.
gional BASE competition. We worked
together as a team to complete Overall we worked well as a team
and I enjoyed working with people
that I don’t usually interact with and
everyone felt great benefit from using our skills to complete the challenge. Our team put a detailed and
interesting presentation for the judges and we felt proud of our hard
work. We also learnt about different
opportunities given by the accountdifferent stages of a business and ancy firm running the competition
accountancy based challenge in or- which gave some helpful information
der to make recommendations for for post-6th form options. It was a
some business decisions to be pre- good day for the team of students to
sented in front of the judges. We had use our skills and interact with each
to analyse the company’s strengths, other and we competed to the best
weaknesses,
opportunities
and of our ability.
threats and analyse the data provided to give a decision for future devel- Cormac Maloney 12US2
GGS Newsletter

Team members : Beth Murray , Cormac
Maloney , Joe Stibbons , Modestas Danikauskas , Tavneet Bahia , Munraj Dhariwal
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EXPLOSIVE STUFF!
The magical mix of baking soda and
vinegar provided the chemical reaction required to recreate the eruptions and we then looked at how the
lava flowed down the volcanoes, as
well as the size of the crater and vent
affecting the explosiveness of our
models.

The winners from each class received
a prize in recognition for their efforts
and were:
8C - Josh Barnes
8D - Noah Thomas
8F - James Wichall
8H - William Read, Joseph Ellis and
Szymon Kogut
8S - Abdul Monahim and Aston
During the past term Year 8 have Cosford
been studying Volcanoes as part of 8T - Toby Hedgecock and Oliver Gardthe Restless Earth topic in Geography. ner
Students were tasked to create volcano models as part of their long term All students should be commended
project and homework to learn and for their efforts.
understand life on volcanic islands.
Baldeep Singh-Atwal (8F)

EARTHQUAKES
their designs.

Could you design an earthquake proof building?
Year 8 were moving on from exploding volcanoes and beginning to understand how to design buildings to
withstand the shocks of earthquakes.
Having learnt about the devastating
impacts in Kobe, students were
tasked with designing a two storey
building to withstand an earthquake.
Taking inspiration from the Sky Tower in Auckland, Taipei 101 and the
Burj Khalifa, students attempted to
recreate the principles of shock absorbers, cross bracing and effective
use of triangles and beginning to
consider the type of foundations for

Working in groups, students were
given resources to prepare their
structures and as you can see, when
tested on the earthquake simulator/
wobble table, there was mixed success.
All students were engaged in the
task, working well in their groups and
beginning to put into practice some
of the theories we had been learning
about. Some architects for the future!
Many thanks to Mrs Tremain for the
lesson idea and her husband for the
DIY skills creating the simulator.
CJJ

A REMINDER AHEAD OF PUBLIC EXAMS!
Exam Boards are very clear about the rules regarding exam conditions.
Possession of a Mobile phone or any electronic device that can connect to the internet or has a data storage device (such as a smartwatch, iPod, MP3 player, for example) is strictly forbidden and not allowed inside the exam
hall even if it is switched off – if you break this rule then it will result in disqualification - not just from one exam but from all of them.
Any pencil cases taken into the exam room must be see-through.
Water bottles must be clear plastic and labels removed.
GGS Newsletter
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BRONZE AND SILVER DoE—TERM 4 UPDATE
On Tuesday, 14 March, 29 Year 10
and Year 11 students from Gravesend Grammar School were presented
their Bronze and Silver DofE awards
at the annual presentation evening at
The Woodville Halls in Gravesend.
The Deputy Lieutenant of Kent
(Gravesham), Dr Bhargawa Vasudaven, was the special guest of honour
and he presented the certificates to
the participants. Councillor Jordan
Meade was also present as a representative for Gravesham Borough
Council.

them for this achievement and we school consolidating the learning on
hope that they will continue with the how to run expeditions and spent
DofE journey in the future.
Sunday walking around Cobham.
Thankfully, the weather was on our
I would like to take this opportunity side for both days and everyone had
to mention and congratulate Sonny a go practising their navigation in the
Adshead and Ayomide Ajakaiye who countryside.
gained their Bronze DofE through the
Gravesham Open Award Centre at My thanks go to Mr Foster, Mr
Northfleet Youth Centre. They de- Haves, Mr Jesson, Mr Newman, Mr
serve a mention in the newsletter as Townsend and Mr Matthew Ward for
they are still part of the School’s DofE continuing to give up their time helpfamily, regardless of who they com- ing with this year’s running of the
pleted it with!
DofE.

We are incredibly grateful for the
opportunity to be able to celebrate in
public the participants’ achievements
over the past 18 months. They have
most definitely put in lots of hard
work in order to achieve their DofE.
The School is immensely proud of

This term, the current Bronze and KKP
Silver participants have been planning their practice expeditions, due
to take place in early May. In addition, as part of their training, they
attended a training weekend back in
March. We spent Saturday at the

Bronze DofE Award Winners 2017
Sonny Adshead
Jack Bragg

Ayomide Ajakaiye
Jamie Bowers

David Allen
Ben Burtenshaw

James Angell
Max Charlwood

Harvey Duffy

Thomas Ellerington

Harvey Emery

Mason Errington

James Gill

Benedict Girgenti

Nathan Holt

Teddy Lay

Mark McLean

Kieran Parrott

Matthew Patton

Billy Pepper

Palvir Sohal

Max Tyrrell

Alexander Vale

Joseph Youells

Thomas Youells
Silver DofE Award Winners 2017
Max Dancer
GGS Newsletter

Peter Robins

Jordan Ramsay-Clements
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Gravesend
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New Twenty20 tournament will ‘futureproof’ cricket, says ECB’s Tom Harrison
Tom Harrison, the chief executive
of the England and Wales Cricket
Headlines:
Board, has defended the impendChief executive defends
ing creation of a new Twenty20
event and says it will engage tournament from 2020, claiming
it will safeguard the future of the
children.
game and engage a generation of
The Interviews:
children that currently spends
Student & staff athlete
less time outside per day than
profiles.
prison inmates.

REGULAR FEATURES

Forthcoming Events:
Cricket
Match Reports, Results &
Fixtures:
Basketball, Flag Football,
Sevens.
GGS Newsletter

summer holidays. Harrison stated all
19 have now signed deeds to allow
the governing body to sell the media
rights on their behalf.

The tournament, as yet unnamed,
still requires a change in the ECB’s
articles of association to allow a domestic competition that does not
feature the 18 first-class counties.
This process will be triggered at a
board meeting on Tuesday and then
The ECB says it has the full support of needs to be ratified by 31 of the 41
the
18
first-class
counties members of the ECB via a postal
and MCC for a competition that will vote. Crucially, the tweak will apply
be played in addition to the existing only to this one Twenty20 competiT20 Blast and feature eight newly- tion and thus ring-fences the County
created regional teams based at the Championship and 50-over competiBolt from the blue: The sprinter has lived and trained in Jamaica all his career.
biggest grounds at the height of the tion.
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‘Our tournaments are not as relevant as they should be’
Tom Harrison says the ECB must respond to a generation that enjoys box-office occasions.
Harrison said the new tournament will be
used to increase participation by tapping a
new family audience that is not currently
being served by the existing county competitions, referencing a survey in 2016 of 2,000
parents by Persil that suggested 75% of children in the UK spend less than 60 minutes
outside per day – below the UN guidelines
for prison inmates.
He said: “It is very clear we are not talking to
as big an audience as we should be, because
our tournaments are not as relevant as they
should be. We need to change our thinking
on that to be relevant to a new generation
that responds to big box-office occasions.
We have to think differently if we’re going to
be successful at attracting family audiences
to our competitions.”
The counties, who are collectively £120m in
debt, will be shareholders in the new tournament and will each take £1.3m per year from
the broadcasting rights.
Asked why this payment was needed, Harrison replied: “We accept we’re asking them
to step back and offer us their players for a
month of the season. That is difficult. But
what we’ve tried to say is that the deal they
get out of that is increased financial sustainability, a strong future for all 18 first-class
counties and a strong link to participation.
It’s all about future-proofing our game.”
Monday’s presentations to the 41 ECB members – the 18 first-class counties, the 21 nonfirst-class boards, MCC and the Minor Counties Association – also had the England oneday captain, Eoin Morgan, sharing his experiences of playing in the Indian Premier
League and Australia’s Big Bash. These are
two global leagues the ECB hopes to rival
with the new tournament, which is slated to
begin in 2020 and will have 36 matches
played in 38 days of July and August. Harrison wants at least eight games shown by a
terrestrial broadcaster.
He said: “There’s a desire from free-to-air to
partner with us on the new T20. They’re
excited about where we’re taking the game.”
The eight teams will all receive a set budget
and be made up of 15-man squads that have
three overseas players – 13 selected by way
of a draft and two “wildcard” picks from the
NatWest T20 Blast that precedes it. There
are fears the Blast will be cannibalised, along
with the 50-over Royal London Cup that will
be played by the counties at the same time
minus, on average, five of their best players.
Test matches will also be played at the same
time although Harrison claims there will be
no crossover.
He added: “Test cricket is our staple and is

GGS Newsletter

something we feel incredibly strongly about.
We don’t see the audiences for Test cricket
being impacted by the new T20. This is a
fantastic opportunity for us to create something that appeals to an entirely new audience.”
What is the new tournament?

Who will the teams be?
The eight teams will be entirely new entities,
branded along regional lines. They are expected to be based at Lord’s, The Oval,
Headingley, Swalec Stadium, Old Trafford,
the Ageas Bowl, Edgbaston and Trent Bridge;
but additional county grounds could host
games, as could the London Stadium. Each
team will play four home and four away
games, with the extra match being against
their nearest geographical rival. The top four
will go into a playoff system that sets up a
final.

A new eight-team regional Twenty20 competition for English domestic cricket that, it is
hoped, will rival the Indian Premier League
and Australia’s Big Bash League. For the first
time it will not include the 18 first-class
counties. It is due to begin in the summer of
2020 and 36 games will be played over 38 How will squads be selected?
days in July and August, all televised.
The eight teams will build 15-man squads; 13
Who is it for?
players will come from a draft system akin to
that of the Caribbean Premier League, with
The England and Wales Cricket Board are
the player pool split by six salary bands, with
looking to unlock a new family-orientated
a maximum of three overseas players. Teams
audience and tap into more of the 9.4m
will also get two wildcard picks from the
people who profess to be interested in crickgroup stage of the 18-team county competiet. The tournament feeds into the ECB’s
tion – the Blast – that precedes it. Coaches
Cricket
Unleashed
and
All
from the county game will be allowed to
Stars Cricket campaigns that are trying to
work in the competition subject to clearance
increase participation.
from their employers.
If they are not playing in it, what do counWhat happens to England’s Test cricketers?
ties get out of it?
With Test cricket set to be played at the
As shareholders of the new tournament the
same time as the new tournament England
18 first-class counties are guaranteed £1.3m
players will be largely unavailable. They will,
each per year for the first five years on top
however, be allocated to the eight teams via
of their central payments from the ECB – a
a separate draft, used in the marketing and
fair inducement given the collective debt
play when the schedule allows (or if they are
among them is an estimated £120m. While
dropped).
ticketing and marketing will be done centrally, host grounds will also get a staging fee What happens to the counties while the
and all revenues from catering.
tournament is taking place?
What does it mean for the current T20 The draft schedule shows the domestic 50over competition – currently the Royal LonBlast?
don One-Day Cup – will be held at the same
The T20 Blast, a growing success in recent
time, and at outgrounds for those counties
seasons, will continue to be played by the 18
hosting the Twenty20 tournament. They will
first-class counties from the end of May
be shorn of five first-team players each on
through to Finals Day in mid-July, four days
average.
before the start of the new tournament.
While the ECB claims the two will be vastly What needs to happen next?
different and they will continue to build on
For a domestic competition to be created
the Blast, it will naturally be relegated to
without the 18 first-class counties the ECB’s
secondary status and this could mean audiarticles of association need to be changed.
ences decline.
Tuesday will see a change that is specific to
Will it be on free-to-air television?
the new T20 tournament will be triggered by
the chairman, Colin Graves, at an ECB board
The ECB is yet to secure broadcast deals for
meeting on Tuesday, after which the 41
the tournament but the current thinking is
members of the ECB – the 18 first-class
that there will be a free-to-air element
counties, the 21 non-first-class boards, MCC
among the packages sold for around eight of
and the Minor Counties Association – will
the 36 matches. By doing this there appears
have a postal ballot over 28 days to ratify
to be a tacit acceptance that the subscription
them. The ECB needs 31 of the 41 in favour.
-only model for cricket, in place since 2006,
has not worked.
https://www.theguardian.com/sport/2017/
mar/27/twenty20-cricket-tom-harrisonecbv#img-1
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MATCH REPORTS
BASKETBALL
GGS prepared to face our local rivals, St
George’s. We practiced our moves and
techniques for weeks and we were
hyped for the game. The day arrived and
St George’s arrived at our home ground.
We did some quick drills before we
played them and we finalised our strategies. David Awani (10D) was our top
scorer and the team voted him MVP of
the match. We all had to rotate as we
had quite a lot of ballers awaiting to
have a turn, we were all given equal
amount of time. The majority of the
team scored at least one basket, which
helped overall in the end. We were winning by a mile with around 16-8 at first
but St George’s came back, the game
was extremely tight. In the end: we won
with a close game of 24-22. After we
played a friendly basketball game with
them, shook hands and left.
Emmanuel Olodude 10F
FLAG FOOTBALL
The GGS Greyhounds entered their first
tournament of the year with a rookie
squad of Harvey Dean, Nathan Santhiapillai, Oliver Forrest and Aman Drubhra,
all of year 8. The tournament was being
hosted by the Kent Exiles at their ground
in Chislehurst, with both junior kitted
games also taking place alongside the
under 14 flag version that our boys were
entered in. They did a great job for their
first tournament and went toe to toe
with some much more experienced
teams, being only seconds away from
victory in one of the matches! In the end,
the lack of substitutes along with having
back to back games took its toll and the
boys found the last couple of games
tough. We finished the tournament with
2 draws and 2 losses.
It was a great start to the season, with
the results not reflecting the excellent
effort and heart they all played with, a
very promising start for our future
matches! If you'd like to get involved,
training is after school, every Week 1
Wednesday.

attending weekly training sessions. The
lower and upper school have had a busy
schedule of games including opposition
such as Rochester Maths, Borden Grammar, Skinners and Norton Knatchbull.
Although the standard of opposition was
very high the students have equipped
themselves very well, and stepped up to
match their opponent’s high intensity
scoring a number of goals against very
well drilled teams.

were slightly disappointed with their
performance in the earlier games. They
showed their potential towards the end
of the day.

12 year 8s travelled to Rochester Maths
for the annual U13 7s tournament. The
team started slowly against a Colfe’s side
that had some quick athletes in their
team and conceded an early try. Despite
being camped out inside the Colfe’s 22
for the whole of the second half, GGS
were unable to convert their chances
and lost 12-7. The next match was St
Olave’s who went on to win the tournament, they were a very big and strong
outfit with some skilful players and
proved too much for the GGS boys. The
final game was against a strong Langley
Park side where the boys played their
best rugby of the day and secured a
draw against a good side.

On 14th March we competed at Dartford
Grammar School’s U14’s 7s tournament
in the Cup competition. We were
grouped in the higher tier competition
against Langley Park, Maidstone Grammar and Eltham College. Despite a valiant effort and lead on the scoreboard in
some games but we were not able to
reach the semi-finals due to strong competition. As a team we have developed
but still have work to do in order to improve. There is a lot of talent in the
group and I look forward to seeing what
they can accomplish next season.
WBB

It was enough to go through to face
Maidstone Grammar in the next round.
The boys once again put in a good performance and finished the competition
with another draw. It was a good experience for the team and although they

Final Report
The season has been a tough one with
more losses than wins, however it has
been a season where the team has developed greatly. The team can no longer
rely on one or two big and strong run-

U14 RUGBY

All in all the Beth’s Sevens tournament
was not too rewarding although we, as a
team, took away some valuable learning
points. The teams in our group were well
drilled and had been training for some
Next year Hockey will continue to grow, time. We gave all the teams a good
more fixtures have been scheduled, a match and I was personally impressed
House Hockey competition has been with our overall performance.
organised and the upper and lower
school will have designated training Our top try scorers were Denis Piralic
nights to cater for more people. If you (9F), Valentino Crentsil (9D) and Olly Fox
are interesting in join the GGS Hockey De Klerk (9D). All tries were scored with
team please speak to a member of the great hands then runs down the wings.
PE department
There were some great teams but we
managed to make it to the semi-finals
RUGBY
but were unfortunately knocked out by
stronger opposition.
U13 RUGBY
Henry Bowler 9S

U15 RUGBY

HOCKEY
Hockey has grown across the whole
school in 2017 with almost 50 students
GGS Newsletter
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ners as all schools have become bigger
and stronger. We also suffered greatly
from the loss of Harvey Emery (10F) to a
badly broken leg early in the season.
Despite these setbacks there was a loyal
group of players who kept going week in,
week out and never gave up.
In the 15-a-side season, wins came
against Hurstmere (47-0) and St Dunstans (31-12). Four matches I would like
to mention were against Skinners in the
Kent Cup, Wallington County, Rochester
Maths and Chis & Sid. We led Skinners,
one of the strongest schools in Kent, 7-5
at half time, only for our team’s fitness
levels to drop, due to the extremely hard
fought first half. Wallington County finished 19-24 in their favour and Chis & Sid
was decided by just two scores (12-22).
Rochester Maths was the closest match
we had. The team gave their best performance of the season, with some outstanding team rugby, including a length
of the pitch try finished by Kyran Pender
(10T). Agonisingly we conceded a try on
the last play of the game and Rochester
Maths converted to win the match 2729! Our season finished with a 20% win
ratio but with a turnaround in these fixtures, this would have become a 60%.
This shows the fine margins sport is
played between!
We then moved into the 7s season with
the Kent Cup and Arthur Jones competitions. 7s is a very physically demanding
format and one that we grew into as the
tournaments went. We faced Sevenoaks,
Langley Park and Skinners in our group,
which was very difficult. Sevenoaks and
Skinners both progressed to the latter
rounds of the competition with Sevenoaks being the eventual winners. In the
Arthur Jones trophy, we lost to Dartford
and drew with Rochester Maths. This put
us through to the Cup Semi-Final were
we met Judd. After a shocking first half
we found ourselves 0-31! However, the
team pulled themselves together and
put in a fantastic performance, with tries
from Ed Bentley (10H) (his first since
year 7), Harrison Fish (10D) and Teddy
Lay (10D). Unfortunately we came up
just short, with the scoreline finishing 19
-38. The second half display was a fitting
end to the season. It epitomized all that
was good with the U15 squad this year.
They never gave up and played to the
final whistle!!
GGS Newsletter

This season’s top try scorer was Luke
Trigg (10F) with 11. Luke was also selected for the 3rd tier of Kent Rugby
(linked with Saracens) as well as Harvey
Emery, who was selected to represent
Kent at the beginning of the season. Oliver Perkins (10F) amassed 18 conversions. All year a Man of the Match was
awarded after every game with Oliver
Perkins and Luke Trigg getting two
awards, however with three awards, Ed
Bentley is our MVP of the year!!!

These performances against two top
public schools in the county set up the
successful tournaments ahead.

At the Kent 7s tournament, another
where we have traditionally struggled,
we remained undefeated throughout
and won another trophy as a result.
After two outstanding tournaments, the
seniors headed to Rosslyn Park, a National competition, with real hope of
doing something special and winning
some games. Rosslyn Park has traditionI would like to thank all students who ally been a place where as a school we
played a part for their hard work and I have struggled to win a game; however,
wish them the best of luck heading into this year has been different.
Senior rugby next September. I would
also like to thank Mr Guck who assisted On the day, we ran out winners of two
me throughout the entire season.
games against Welsh opposition, lost to
SAB
the top side in the group and then narrowly lost to the final team in the group
SENIOR RUGBY
meaning we didn’t progress. Despite the
disappointment, this rounded out an
Gravesend Grammar School U16s Sevens outstanding 7s campaign that all the
team faced St Olave’s, Kings Canterbury, players can be proud of.
Ravensbourne and Sutton Vallance in
their Kent tournament. The team got off Overall this season has seen some bitter
to a shaky start and suffered losses to St disappointment losing a number of
Olave’s and King’s Canterbury. In their games by less than 7 points to strong
third game against Ravensboune the opposition. It has also provided some of
team drew 12-12 in a game that could the best highlights of a senior rugby seahave gone either way. In the final game son as well. A massive thank you to the
of the day against Sutton Vallence, the Y13 for their commitment to the school
team put out their strongest perfor- rugby over their time in school. Rohan
mance but narrowly lost to the winners Paul, our Coaches’ Player of the Year,
of their group.
Josh Sclanders, our Clubman, and
Zac Filmer
George Bruce, the Player’s Player have
all had outstanding seasons. Finally, a
The season has been a tough one with thank you to Josh Filmer for being 1st XV
more losses than wins. However it has captain this year, someone who has led
been a season where the team has de- well from the front and leaves big shoes
veloped greatly and achieved some out- for Samraj Chahal to fill next year.
standing results, ones the school has not
seen for almost a decade. The team have CC
performed well all season and this culminated in the success against St Olave’s
and old rivals, Dartford Grammar School.

We then moved into the 7s season with
the three competitions ranging from
invitation floodlit 7s to Rosslyn park National 7s. 7s is a very physically demanding format and one that we have struggled to grasp over the last few seasons.
However, within our 7s season this year
we have been able to achieve an unheard of 75% winning record this season,
with nine wins from 12. In the Gravesend
RFC Floodlit 7s we won our first piece of
silverware in 7s for 15 years, beating
Sevenoaks School and Eltham College.
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STUDENT ATHLETE INTERVIEW
Position: Team GB Juniors. Three per
team of the best Junior shooters in Britain. On Olympic Pathway (since 2017).
Years in current sport: 7 years
What got you started?: I started at my
local shooting ground and grew a passion
for the sport.
How often do you train?:
Shooting up to 3 times a week for 3-6
hours. Exercising 4 hours a week (rowing,
running and gym)
Highest achievement?:
European Championship 2016 Gold Medallist team event (Rome, Italy)
World Championship 2016 Silver Medallist team event (Cairo, Egypt)
Ranked 3rd in World Cup 2016
(individual)
How far do you want to go?:
Olympic Gold in Trap
How would someone get involved?:

Name: Mason Rickard
Age: 15
Form: 10S
Sport: Shooting (Helice since 2015 and
Olympic Trap since 2017)

COACH ATHLETE INTERVIEW

Profile
Name: Rob Powell
Professional Role: Head of Senior
Rugby
Education:
Birkdale
School,
Sheffield. Degree at Newcastle History,
MSc
Northumbria
Sport
Management.
What is your earliest sporting
memory?: Playing sport with my
brother.
Who were your sporting heroes
growing up?: David Hurst.
Can you recall a memorable sporting

teacher?: Mr Reynolds, drove us to
get better.
What is your biggest accomplishment in your sport?: Head coach of
London Broncos in Super league, first
game in charge at Millennium stadium in front of 30,000 people as the
youngest coach at Super League. Defensive coach of Cardiff Blues in European Cup.
What other sports did you participate in and to what standard?:
School football and Cricket, County
rugby union and University rugby
league.
What teams are you involved with
these days?: London Broncos Academy Manager, Richmond 1st XV Defensive Coach, Gravesend Grammar
Senior Rugby, GRFC Head of academy
& 1st XV coach.
What got you started?: Playing with
my older brother. Back injury lead to
coaching rugby at 19.
What other ways do you stay
healthy?: Being active as a coach.
Touch rugby, running.
What is your favourite sporting
memory?: Being at Edgbaston when

Go to a local shooting club, you can pay
per lesson and you don't need a license. I
started at JJ’s Shooting Club near Bluewater.
What was the best advice you were ever given?:
Shoot the next target. - If you miss the
previous, don't worry about it.
Do you have a role model?:
Steve Scott- Bronze medallist in Rio
Olympics for Double Trap.

England beat Australia by 1 run.
Sheffield Eagles beating Wigan Warriors to win Challenge Cup. Sheffield
Wednesday beating Manchester
United when they were in 2nd Division 1991 winning 1 nil by John Sherridan.
What is your biggest sporting bugbear?:
Doping and bigotry in sport.
When was the last time you cried at
a sporting event?:
Never!
Which sports people would you like
to have around for dinner and why?:
Bill Belichick (Coach of New England
Patriots), Jose Mourinho.
What was the best sporting advice
you were ever given? When the
team wins it's because of the players,
when the team loses it because of
the coach.
How would someone get involved in
your sport? Join a club.

SPORT THIS TERM
http://gravesendgrammar.eu/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/2016-2017-Term-1-2-3-4-1.pdf
GGS Newsletter
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GAMES CHALLENGE:
Guess Who???
(Issue 3 answers: Jamie Vardy, Usain Bolt, Lewis Hamilton)

Forthcoming Events:

Cricket 2017

With summer fast approaching, so
is the cricket season as GGS.
Straight after the Easter Holidays
cricket will be in full swing. This
year we have a full schedule of
U12, U13, U14 & U15 Saturday
morning fixtures as well as the
midweek Kent Cup & District Cup
games.

noons. Training will be after- U12 –U15 Saturday Block Fixtures
school for each team on the fol- (Venues still to be confirmed)
lowing days.
 29/4/17 Dartford
Training sessions/ Teachers
 6/5/17 Chis & Sid
U12 – Thursday—Mr Stanley
 13/5/17 Maidstone
U13 – Thursday—Mr Pollard
 20/5/17 Simon Langton
U14 – Tuesday—Mr Bayliss-Brown
U15 – Tuesday—Mr Burton
 10/6/17 Norton Knatchbull
1st XI – Tuesday—Mr Stanley, Mr
This year also sees a return to
 24/6/17 Langley Park
Burton
Senior cricket at GGS for the Sixth
Form and Year 11, the 1st team
We ask that players and parents
have been entered into the Kent
try their best to keep these dates
U18 league and matches will take
free.
place on Wednesday after-

FIXTURES: http://gravesendgrammar.eu/sports-fixtures/
Extra-Curricular Sports Term 5&6 2016 - 17

GGS Newsletter
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KI AIKIDO

FREE GOLF CLUBS!
Free to collector: one set of Ladies/children’s golf clubs in bag.
Please contact Mrs Smith in the
Admin Office if you are interested.

 No Physical Strength
Required
 Any Fitness Level
 Very Friendly Atmosphere



MATHS CHALLENGE
(BUT DON’T TRY THIS AT HOME!)
A (brave) railway engineer has
walked over the train tracks on a
bridge and finds himself 4/7ths of
the way across when he hears a
train coming. To get off the
bridge, he can run towards the
train or run away from it.
Thankfully, whichever escape route he takes, he’ll get off the
bridge at the exact moment the train passes him.
If the man runs at 20 km/h, how fast is the train going?





CHALLENGE
YOURSELF!
Aikido is a fairly modern art with ancient roots. It teaches calmness and confidence and is not like any other
martial art in that there are no offensive moves. Our
biggest fight lies within. Aikido is known as THE ART OF
PEACE.

Tuesdays 7.00—9.00 pm
Call Alan on: 0785 889 3772
Email: gravesendkiaikido@aol.co.uk

Answer on back page.

PTA NEWS

Calmness
Wellbeing
Power
Health
Confidence

Sanderson Building, Gravesend Grammar
School, Church Walk, Gravesend, Kent
DA12 2PR

The PTA now have their sights set on the Summer Festival where we welcome the new incoming Year 7 boys and their families.
It's an event open to all, where Live Music, Food and Drink are available. It has become a regular event on the calendar and has
been hugely successful. Even the monster rainfall we experienced last year didn't stop the party so come along and welcome
these new families to our school community on Saturday 17th June 2017.
As always if anyone has an idea or an offer of help please do get in touch at pta@gravesendgrammar.eu

Peter Williams
PTA Chairman

250 CLUB
The winners for February 2017 were
1st - £190.43 - No 248 - Member since 2016, no previous wins.
2nd - £103.88 - No 292 - Member since 2015, no previous wins.
3rd - £51.94 - No 119 - Member since before 2005, with one previous win.
It's really pleasing, and makes my job so much easier, that I am now able to contact so many winners by email and pay their
winnings to them online within 24 hours. It also saves on the cost of stamps and envelopes meaning that little bit extra goes
to School. It means I also get some contact with the winners too!
March's draw will take place at the next PTA meeting which is also our AGM on Tuesday 4th April at 7pm in School. If anyone
would like more details or to pop along, without necessarily committing please get back to me.

Claire Holmes
250 Club Coordinator
GGS Newsletter
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GRAVESEND GRAMMAR SCHOOL TERM DATES - 2017 - 2018
Term

Start
Monday, 4th September 2017

Finish

Days

Staff INSET

Term 1

Tuesday, 5th September 2017
Friday, 20th October 2017
rd
Holiday: 10 days - Monday, 23 October – Friday, 3rd November 2017

34 days

Term 2

Monday, 6th November 2017
Tuesday, 19th December 2017
th
Holiday: 11 days - Wednesday, 20 December 2017 – 3rd January 2018 (three Bank Holidays)

32 days

Term 3

Thursday, 4th January 2018
Thursday, 8th February 2018
th
Holiday: Six days – Friday, 9 February – Friday, 16th February 2018

26 days

Term 4

Monday, 19th February 2018
Thursday, 29th March 2018
Holiday: Six days – Friday, 30th March (Good Friday) – Friday, 6th April 2018(two Bank Holidays)

29 days

Term 5

Monday, 9th April 2018
Friday, 25th May 2018
th
Holiday: Five days - Monday, 28 May – Friday, 1st June 2018 (one Bank Holiday)

34 days

Term 6

Monday, 4th June 2018

35 days
190 days

Friday, 20th July 2018

Summer Holiday: Monday, 23rd July – Wednesday, 29th August 2018

GRAVESEND GRAMMAR SCHOOL TERM DATES - 2018 - 2019
Term

Start
Wednesday, 29th August 2018

Finish

Days

Staff INSET

Term 1

Thursday, 30th August 2018
Friday, 19th October 2018
Holiday: 10 days - Monday, 22nd October – Friday, 2nd November 2018

37 days

Term 2

Monday, 5th November 2018

32 days

Tuesday, 18th December 2018

Holiday: 13 days – Wednesday, 19th December 2018 – Friday, 4th January 2019 (three Bank Holidays)
Term 3

Monday, 7th January 2019
Thursday, 14th February 2019
Holiday: Six days - Friday, 15th February– Friday, 22nd February 2019

29 days

Term 4

Monday, 25th February 2019
Friday, 12th April 2019
th
Holiday: Seven days - Monday, 15 April – Tuesday, 23rd April 2019 (two Bank Holidays)

35 days

Term 5

Wednesday, 24th April
Friday, 24th May
th
Holiday: Five days - Monday, 27 May – Friday, 31st May 2019 (one Bank Holiday)

22 days

Term 6

Monday, 3rd June 2019

35 days

Friday, 19th July

Summer Holiday: Monday, 22nd July – Wednesday, 28th August 2019 (NB: provisional)

GGS Newsletter
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Saturday, 1st April - Sunday, 9th April
Tuesday, 4th April
Thursday, 6th April—Wednesday, 12th April

Ski trip to Italy
LAST DAY OF TERM 4
Yorkshire Dales Walking Trip

Tuesday, 18th April
Wednesday, 26th April
Friday, 28th April—1st May
Monday 1st May
Wednesday, 10th May - Friday, 12th May
Friday, 26th May

START OF TERM 5 (NB WEEK 2)
Senior Prize Giving
Year 9/10 Normandy trip
Bank Holiday
Production—Return to the Forbidden Plant
LAST DAY OF TERM 5
Year 13 Study Leave starts
Whitsun Holiday
FIRST DAY OF TERM 6 (WEEK 2)

Monday, 29th May—Friday, 2nd June
Monday, 5th June

TERM DATES 2017-2018 AND 2018-2019 ARE
AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE:
www.gravesendgrammar.eu

TERM DATES FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2016—2017

Finishes:

Monday, 5th September 2016
Year 7 Familiarisation Day
Tuesday, 6th September 2016 – Teaching starts for whole School
Friday, 21st October 2016

Term 2

Starts:
Finishes:

Monday, 31st October 2016
Wednesday, 21st December 2016

Term 3

Starts:
Finishes:

Tuesday, 3rd January 2017
Thursday, 9th February 2017

Term 4

Starts:
Finishes:

Monday, 20th February 2017
Tuesday, 4th April 2017

Term 5

Starts:
Finishes:

Tuesday, 18th April 2017
Friday, 26th May 2017

Term 6

Starts:
Finishes:

Monday, 5th June 2017
Friday, 14th July 2017

GGS Newsletter

Starts:

Maths Challenge solution
If the man runs towards the train, he’ll cover the remaining 3/7ths of
the bridge and meet the train as it joins the bridge. This means that
if he runs away from the train, he will have covered 3/7th (with 1/7th
to go) when the train reaches the start of the tunnel. He will then
run the remaining 1/7th while the train crosses all 7/7ths and passes
him. So the train is travelling at 7 times his speed, or 140 km/h.)

Term 1
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