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The cast and band of ‘Our House’ 

Senior School Prize Winners 

 

At a time when everybody else is leaving, we are finally going on holiday!   

Here we are at the end of another hectic year at Gravesend Grammar School.  I hope all those families 

that have been undergoing public exams are able to have a good rest over the holiday. Our very best 

wishes go with those students and staff who are leaving us for pastures new.   

The School is particularly going to miss Mrs Sue Johncock who has given the School 25 years of service 

as a Science Technician, especially in Chemistry.  Her dedication and quiet efficiency have supported 

generations of students and staff and we wish her a long, healthy and happy retirement.    

We look forward to meeting all our new students in September, most of whom have been in school for 

Taster Days already, as have new teachers. 

 

Year 13 celebrated their last day in School with bouncy castles, a BBQ and ice creams and then transformed themselves for the 

Grad Ball.  Many school events have been threatened by weather during the last couple of weeks.  Sponsored Walk and Sports 

Day got by unscathed, Year 7 Camp has had mixed fortunes but the Summer Festival got a real soaking. 

By the time we get back to school the national picture may have changed again but hopefully not as radically as events over the 

last couple of weeks!  I guess we will have a new politician at the top of the Department for Education in the Autumn and I am 

sure they will have plenty of new “ideas”.  We can be sure that the programme of academisation across the country will contin-

ue and that there will not be any increased funding for education.  NUT action protesting against funding and salary levels has 

impacted on schools across the country but thankfully not here.  We have planned our spending very carefully and are confi-

dent we will be able to navigate the next few years without any major impact on the learning of our students. 

We still have plans to try to develop our school premises further and complete work that was planned many years ago during 

the Building School for the Future period.  We would like to replace our Dining Room and are looking into ways to provide a 

permanent replacement for the “Green Block”, as well as further developing our sporting facilities. 

GSW 

GGR….EXIT! 



HEAD STUDENT TEAM REPORT 
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STAFF NEWS 

At the end of term, we say 
goodbye to Mrs Johncock, who 
is retiring after 25 years at 
GGS.   

Mr Lumley, Mr Record and Mr 
Marshall come to the end of 
their contracts and leave us 
with our very best wishes.  Mrs 
Davies and Mr Woodcock 
leave us for pastures new, 
again with our thanks and best 
wishes for the future. 

Ms Maxwell is returning from 
her maternity leave.  We wel-
come Mr Clements (History), 
Mr Eperon (Spanish), Mrs 
Hook (English), Miss Kermode 
(Science) to the teaching staff.  
Mrs Grimes is joining us as a 
Science Technician and Mr 
Singh joins our caretaking 
team. 

If your household income is less than £23000 the 16-19 bursary fund may be able to 
help you with the cost of travel, curriculum resources and trips. Detailed infor-
mation has already been sent via email to all parents and students of years 11 and 
12. Contact Mr Pallant if you have any queries. 

16-19 BURSARY FUND 

For students in the sixth form, the 16+ travel card has been confirmed at £400 (which 
can be paid in instalments) again for the 2016/17 academic year. You must apply 
directly to KCC for the travel card but payment must be made to the school.  KCC will 
issue the cards to the school in time for the start of the academic year (if applied for 
by 15th July) and will be released to students once payment has been received.  Fi-
nancial support is available from the 16-19 Bursary for those on an income of less 
than £23,000. 

16+ TRAVEL CARD 

SEN NEWS 
I am trying to build up a bank of resources for support staff, students and families with 
SEN issues. I have currently got some books that I am happy to lend parents to support 
students with ADHD and Aspergers Syndrome/ Autism, including "All Cats have Asper-
gers", "All Dogs have ADHD", "The ADHD Workbook for Kids" and "The Survival Guide 
for Kids with Autism Spectrum Disorders and Their Parents". If anyone has any books 
themselves that they have found particularly useful and would recommend, please let 
me know on warnerc@gravesendgrammar.eu. 

Head Student Report 
After a busy year full of hard work, excel-
lence and more importantly lots of happy 
memories, the year draws to its close. At 
Gravesend Grammar School we tend to not 
slow till the very end of the year. The final 
term of the year has been packed with 
events and activities that have been ex-
tremely useful and enjoyable. With Curric-
ulum Development Week, students have 
come to see that at GGS there is an oppor-
tunity to learn different things in different 
ways. The UCAS Exhibition at Greenwich 
University proved to be of much help to 
many Year 12 students, who have difficult 
decisions to make concerning the path of 
Higher Education. The current Year 11s will 
soon experience this feeling, as they also 
got a brief taste of the sixth form format in 
their Year 12 taster days. It was warming to 
see the external students entering the 
school greeted so welcomingly and made 
to feel at home. Another group of students 
who experienced life at Gravesend Gram-
mar School for the first time are the new 
Year 7 students joining us in September, 
and our team of Prefects were excellent in 
creating an enjoyable and comfortable 
environment for the newbies! I would like 
to wish the students taking part in the 

World Challenge during the summer in 
China a great trip; we are hoping to see 
some breathtaking pictures. 
The Sponsored Walk proved to be another 
great School success, with an amazing 
showing despite the humidity, whilst 
Sports Day was once more a showcase of 
not only athletic brilliance, but of great 
House, and great School pride from all year 
groups! The trend is continued by the se-
ries of prize givings, celebrating the excel-
lence and achievements throughout 
school. 

Rosie Caveney and I 
attended the Bor-
ough Battle of 
Somme Commemo-
rations, a beautiful 
ceremony remem-
bering those from 
the Borough who 
gave their lives. 
 
To those Year 13s 

leaving us, we wish you all the best for the 
future! To all students and all readers, have 
a great summer! 
 
Ashraf Ali 
Head Student 

Grad Ball 
The Grad Ball, whether you were attending 
as a Year 13, a ‘plus one’ or a teacher, it 
was certainly a night not to be forgotten! 
'Stunning' accurately describes the aes-
thetics of the Ball, including everyone's 
beautiful gowns and smart dinner jackets. 
Credit goes to both Head Student Teams 
and staff from Mayfield and GGS for organ-
ising the Ball. It was so lovely to see how 
both schools and their staff could enjoy a 
fun night together. A special mention for  
Mr Singh who won the dance off and show-
ing us all how to REALLY take the spot light. 
A favourite moment for many. 
Year 13s hope all staff understand how 
truly grateful they are for all the hard work 
they have put in over the years to help us 
achieve our goals. The leavers of 2016 all 
agree that this Ball was the best send-off 
they could have asked for and it was an 
amazing way to remember and celebrate 
their time at school. 
The Grad Ball was a huge success that we 
will all cherish with memories and photo-
graphs. Good luck to all the leaving sixth 
form in their futures to come! 
 
Amy Beswick, Rosa Erdogen and Hania 
Rytlewska 

mailto:warnerc@gravesendgrammar.eu
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UCAS Exhibition At Greenwich University 
The final term of the year brings the begin-
ning of much focus concerning careers, 
predominantly within Year 12 who have 
attended various different exhibitions, talks 
and workshops to aid the tough decisions 
that have to be made. The UCAS Exhibition 
held at Greenwich University proved to be 
extremely beneficial for our sixth form 
students. The exhibition held university 
representatives from various different in-
stitutions nationwide, who congregated 
into one small marquee. A tight squeeze! 
They presented us students with lots of 
information about why we should go to 
their university, course details and useful 
tips on how to manage the lifestyle of a 
university student. The fact that so many 
universities had attended was very pleas-
ing, as it opened up more possibilities of 
potential routes concerning higher educa-
tion that may have previously been unrec-
ognized. A massive thank you to Mrs Douse  
for organising of the trip so that we stu-
dents could leave with a greater degree of 
knowledge, awareness and choice for our-
selves at the present time, to better pre-
pare us for our future paths. 
 
Alex Walker - UD3 
 

Sixth Form Taster Days: A Brief Taste of 
What's to Come 
Going into the Sixth Form can seem a 
somewhat daunting step forward. It’s the 
beginning of the next stage of my life, so 
it’s certainly not something to be taken 
lightly. This is why I felt that the Sixth Form 
Taster Days were of such use. Not only was 
I able to get a brief look into what my les-
sons may look like for the next couple of 
years due to my subject choices but the 
two days also offered an opportunity to 
meet new people who will be joining the 
school for their Sixth Form years. 
Before the two days, I was fairly certain on 
the three subjects I was going to study at A 
Level (Government & Politics, History and 
Economics) but after them any lingering 
doubt in my mind has disappeared. I really 
enjoyed the brief introductions to the les-
sons that we participated in and all the 
subjects certainly seemed worth studying 
for the next two years! 
In conclusion, the two days were very help-
ful in helping me and others alike make up 
our minds regarding subject choices, and 
also helped to decrease any anxiety that 
may be felt about going in on that first day 
in September.  Due to these days, we are 
all now well aware  what awaits us. 
Grant Rutter 11S 

Sponsored Walk 
Despite the days prior to the walk being 
damp and dismal, we were blessed with a 
dry day in this year’s Sponsored Walk. 
When it comes to organising the walk, a 
huge applause must go to Mrs West, as the 
day involves approximately 850 students, 
members of staff and marshals which must 
undoubtedly prove to be a difficult chal-
lenge to manage! 
13 miles! You can dismiss the distance to 
be small but for some students and staff, 
the walk can be quite challenging and at 
certain times can require support and en-
couragement from each other. It was 
therefore extremely pleasing to see Year 
12 helpers as well as the lower school stu-
dents themselves, motivating each other 
and spurring on their forms. The walk nev-
er fails to help strengthen the bonds within 
groups, and was present, as it always is, on 
this year’s walk too. 
All sponsorship money is donated to chari-
ty, with 'Mind' and 'KASBAH' being this 
year's selected trusts. The money raised 
will help those in need; a great communal 
act. Every little contribution can go a long 
way to helping someone who needs it. 
 
Max Taylor - UH3 

Careers News 
On Monday 20th June, 
Year 12 attended the 
UCAS Exhibition at the 

University of Greenwich, Medway cam-
pus. This is an annual event and gives 
students the oppor-
tunity to be face to 
face with most of the 
country’s Universities 
and other institutions offering Higher 
Education courses. Finding out what 
different universities have to offer is a 
fundamental part of narrowing down to 
a final five choices for the UCAS applica-
tion which will be prepared and sub-
mitted next term. It was great to see our 
students engaging with the university 
representatives and making the most of 
the chance to ask questions and explore 
their options. 
On Monday 4th July we held our annual 
Year 12 Career conference with visiting 
speakers for University of East Anglia 
and University of Essex. There was a 
great deal of infor-
mation given 
about the UCAS 

application process and there were more 
detailed workshops on writing a personal 
statement and choosing a course and 
university. At the same time we ran 
workshops on apprenticeships and ca-
reer decision making, where we took a 
hands on approach. Students registered 

with the National 
Apprenticeship 
Service to research 
live vacancies and 

set alerts to hear of vacancies as they 
arise in the future or used career match-
ing software to generate options to re-
search. We also looked at how to pre-
sent yourself in a personal profile. I 
would also especially like to think Dr 
Winstone, Dr Loftus and Dr Shergill who 
all gave up their time to hold mock inter-
views with our aspiring medics and den-
tists. This was a fantastic opportunity for 
the students to develop their interview 
technique and gain some valuable in-
sight. Thanks also to Samuel Robson, a 
former pupil now at medical school, who 
also gave up his time to share his experi-
ences with the applicants. I’m sure that 

they will now all be more focused in 
their preparations. 
 

Over the 
last two 
weeks, 
most of 

Year 10 and 11 have been out on work 
experience and so far the feedback I 
have had from employers, students and 
parents has been excellent. I look for-
ward to reviewing the work experience 
diaries in the Autumn term to hear more 
about their experience and how they 
have developed in new ways. For the 
small group of students who were not 
able to secure work experience, a num-
ber of alternative activities took place. 
One of these was a visit to a Digital Ca-
reers Show—do read the separate report 
to learn more about it. 
 
Jenny Douse 
Careers 
(dousej@gravesendgrammar.eu ) 
 
 

mailto:dousej@gravesendgrammar.eu


On Wednesday 25th May, 7D, 7S and 
7C went on a trip to Eynsford and 
Horton Kirby which the River Darent 
flows through. We went there be-
cause we wanted to gather some 
data in different points of the River 
Darent (Eynsford being closer to the 
source of the river and Horton Kirby 
being closer to the mouth of the riv-
er) and then compare them and see 
how they differ. 
Before we travelled anywhere, we 
were divided into 6 groups each as-
signed with a teacher. Then, by bus, 
we went over to our first destination, 
Eynsford. In Eynsford we walked over 
to the river bank and our teacher 
divided us into another three groups. 
Each of these groups had a specific 
amount of time to do their task and 
then they would switch around with 
the other groups in their larger 
group.  
What were the tasks though? Well, 
the first task was the Perception 
Study of the area. There were a few 
tasks within that task that we had to 

fulfil. 
Firstly, 
we had 
to shut 
our eyes 
and write 
down the 
first 
three 
sounds 
that we 
hear in 
our sur-

roundings (excluding the voices of 
our shouting friends). Secondly, we 
had to write 3 things that would best 
describe our surroundings visually. 
Thirdly, we had to write down two 
things that people have done to 
damage the area. After that, we had 
to write down 2 things that people 
have to improve the area. Finally, we 
had to write down a new name for 
that part of the river based on our 
observations. 
The second task was measuring the 

width, depth and calculating the 
cross-sectional area of the river. We 
measured the width by using a tape 
measure with one person standing 
on one end and one on the other. 
We measured the depth every tenth 
of the width of the river and then 

found 
out 
the 
aver-
age 
and 
put 
that 
as the 
depth 
of the 
river. 
To 
work 

out the cross-sectional area we had 
to multiply the width by the average 
depth. 
The third and final task was measur-
ing the velocity of the river. To do 
this, using a tape measure, we meas-
ured out 10m of the length of the 
river, one person stood at one end 
and another on the other. Then, the 
person at one end would drop in an 
orange into the river and then some-
one else would start the stopwatch. 
When the orange reached the other 
person the stopwatch would be 
stopped and the time recorded. We 
repeated this three times in each 

section of 
the river 
(on the 
left river 
bank, in 
the mid-
dle and 
on the 
right river 
bank). 
After eve-
ryone had 
a chance 

to do each of the tasks, we set off to 
our next destination, Horton Kirby. 
When we arrived in Horton Kirby, we 
walked for a short amount of time till 

we got to the river bank. There we 
repeated the three tasks that we did 
at Eynsford. After the three tasks 
were completed we compared our 
results. Our results showed us that at 
Horton Kirby the river was wider and 
that the cross-sectional area was big-
ger. Also, the rivers velocity was big-
ger, so the river was faster, at Horton 
Kirby than at Eynsford. 
So, after completing all of our tasks 
we had lunch on the big field at Hor-
ton Kirby. Then we moved over to 
another river bank to do our faunal 

study. 
We 
went 
into 
the 
river 
with 
nets 
and 
tried 
to 
catch 
as 
many 
ani-

mals as we could. Each was worth a 
specific amount of points and we 
were given a chart to be able to rec-
ognise each of them. The best ani-
mals that we caught, we put into 
small pots filled with water for show 
and for inspection. Eventually the 
group that collected the best animals 
and so had the biggest amount of 
points won the competition. 
After the competition ended we 
went back to our bus and travelled 
back to school. What an exciting and 
fun day we all had! 
 

Maciej Rytlewski 7D 

YEAR 7 TRIP TO THE RIVER DARENT 
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MONTELIMAR VISIT 

On Thursday 23rd June during periods 1 to 4, 
French students from Montelimar situated in 
the south of France, visited our school. The 
students were of a similar age to myself. I 
was amongst a few Year 9s and many Year 8s 
selected to take part in carrying out a range 
of activities with the French students such as 
baking scones, creating a PowerPoint presen-
tation about common interests that we 
shared and playing football. Initially I was a 
little nervous due to not being able to speak 
fluent French, but these feelings of apprehen-
sion and nervousness soon disappeared as I 
discovered that the French students strug-
gled with speaking English fluently! This 
made it exciting, fun and challenging as we 
helped each other out to communicate and 
converse in our own first languages. During 
break time our students took the opportunity 
to give the visitors a tour of our grand and 
fascinating school, and we also played foot-
ball out on the fields with our new friends. 
Each of our boys were assigned to work 
alongside one pen pal. My pen pal was 
twelve years old and he was fairly good at 
speaking English. 

Throughout the day I learnt a lot, because 
from time to time I would speak to my pen 
pal in French and if I struggled my pen pal 
would help me with out. The whole day was 
so eventful, pleasantly memorable and to my 
liking as I was able to practise my French 
linguistic skills with a French speaking student 
who was learning to speak English. We were, 
therefore, able to practice each other’s spo-
ken language upon one another. I was also 
given the task to lend a helping hand with the 
Year 8s, owing to the fact that I have been 
learning French for one extra year than them, 
so I could help them to translate a sentence if 
they were struggling, but most of all I was 
there to be a good role model for the Year 8s. 

Finally, my pen pal and I together with Kieran 

Parrot and his pen pal won prizes for creating 
the best PowerPoint presentation! It was sad 
to say farewell to our new friends at the end 
of the session.  However, my French pen pal 
and I parted ways by exchanging contact 
details so that we could keep in touch with 
each other. 

Ashwin Rai 9T 

 

On 23rd June a group of students from a 
French school came and visited our school. 
We were split into pairs with a French student 
and were then set some activities to do with 
them. We first made some scones and pre-
pared them to  eat with jam and cream later. 
We then made a presentation of a famous 
person. My group chose to do Mohammed Ali 
which we presented to the rest of the group. 
The French students had to read it out in Eng-
lish while we had to read it out in French.  

My group was picked out as the best and we 
received some prizes for that. We then ate 
the scones (which were very nice) and had tea 
with them. After tea, we spent some time 
with our new French friends before they had 
to leave to get back to France.  

Overall the day was a great success and we 
were able to learn new things from them. 

Kieran Parrott 9H 

 

On Thursday, 23rd June 2016, we had a visit 
from our French pen-pals. We had written 
letters to them earlier in the year. We had to 
speak in French - and they had to speak in 
English. We had to present a project on a 
famous French or English person (I did the 
Queen).  This was tricky, as communicating 
using two languages was confusing.  
 
After that, we made scones in the cooking 

room. This was also quite difficult, although 
there were two sets of instructions, one in 
English and one in French. Later, we tried 
these with cream and jam. We also had tea. 
We presented our research from earlier, fol-
lowed by lunch. We all got some delicious 
nougat which came from Montelimar. 
 
Whilst it was challenging trying to communi-
cate (because my French isn't very fluent—

yet), it was fun, and a different experience. 
 
Matthew Fooks 8H  

 

On Thursday the 23rd of June, students from 
a school in Montelimar, France came  to our 
school, having being in touch with some of 
our students via letters or a ‘Pen Pal’. These 
students decided to come to our school and 
meet us. Whilst they were here we, along 
with our new found French friends, took part 
in activities during the day.  In the morning 
we worked in groups and did a presentation 
on a ‘hero’ we had, this could have been a 
sporting hero, musician, actor and so on. In 
the afternoon we went to the cooking rooms 
and made scones and tea for our French 
guests. After this we said goodbye to our pen 
pals before they left and carried on their tour 
of England. 

Ioan Evans 8S 

Students from years 8 and 9 met their French pen-pals and other students from Collège Marguerite Duras, a school 

in Montélimar, France. As with previous annual visits from the French school to GGS, boys hosted their visitors very 

well, baking scones (thank you to Mr Bews for running the baking sessions!) and creating bi-lingual presentations on 

famous people and aspects of culture.  

Here are some thoughts from the boys on the cultural exchange activity. 

VAL 
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On Tuesday, 12th July, Gravesend Gram-
mar participated in a demanding, yet 
fulfilling experience with 10 students 
from Year 9 (Ollie Perkins, Joe Gardener, 
Harvey Duffy, Israel Adeyeye, Oliver 
Webb, George Weston, Lukey Hunt, 
Francis Lappin, Oliver Atkinson and Har-
vey Emery), accompanied by two school 
staff (Mr Guck and Mr Burton).    

The day incorporated 10 different 
schools including Northfleet Technology 
College and Harvey Grammar School, 
which all had 10 students taking part in 
the event. As the students from the oth-
er schools were all year 10, it raised the 
bar for us at Gravesend Grammar; which 
was achieved and exceeded beyond 

measure, by coming 
2nd in the Army 
Schools day. It was a 
memorable event 
and we were all de-
lighted and surprised 
to win the medals, 
but after all of our 
endurance and 
teamwork it was a 
big reminder of the 

effort put into the experience. Especially 
Israel Adeyeye, who stepped forward 
and presented astounding leadership 
skills and demonstrated quick thinking 

and a charismatic 
personality, which 
was exactly what all 
of the team needed 
to be united and 
outrival the other 
schools in the chal-
lenges. 

Each challenge 
pushed and tested 
every student’s 
ability (including 

me), whether it was mental or physical, 
and with the right balance it proved that 
we could master the challenges. The 
challenges spanned from rock-climbing 
to civilian evacuation, and fire construc-
tion to an assault course.  

For example, the rock-climbing event 
consisted of one individual of each of the 
schools to race to the top of the wall, 
and then abseil back down, however the 
time only stops when the last person 
from the team reaches the ground. Some 
of our team struggled, with the gripping 
and the height (like me) however every 
person in my team put the effort in and 
tried their best and have fun with this 
challenge. Even though we were not the 
quickest (or the slowest) we all showed 
our abilities we would further unravel as 
the day pressed on. After the challenge, 

we all had extra time therefore there 
was a second and harder wall to tackle, 
and many from our team, whether 
scared or nervous (like me) tried and 
completed the harder course. However 
the quickest, individual, time was 20 sec-
onds! Some came close to it but many 
were far from it, still we all finished it. 

Not only did it push all of us to our limits, 
it also helped us bond and mix together 
efficiently which proved to form a fun 
and enjoyable trip. With all of us pleased 
with one another and ourselves it sets a 
shining example for our school, Graves-
end Grammar 
School, and the 
whole of 
Gravesham. 
Hopefully next 
year our image 
will hopefully rub 
off and inspire 
more students 
from around 
Gravesend to vol-
unteer and partic-
ipate in events 
such as this. 

Harvey Duffy 9S 

ARMY SCHOOLS’ CHALLENGE 

9Y fait des crêpes pour la 14 juillet! 



RONA SAILING TRIP 
11 Year 9 students participated in this 
year’s Rona sailing trip.  Here are their 
accounts of the adventure. 
 

Thursday 
On Thursday, after a roughly three 
hour minibus journey, we arrived in 
Southampton. We loaded a cart with 
all our kit and took it out to two 
smaller boats that we loaded with 
the stuff. We then were driven to our 
boat, Rona II. We unloaded the stuff 
and set up sleeping arrangements 
before getting a briefing on parts of 
the boat such as the Lazarette and 
the self-tailor winches, which we had 
all duly forgot after just a few 
minutes. 
Then we received a briefing by the 
skipper, Roger, about general rules 
on board and the route for the next 
few days. We then set sail and mo-
tored out of harbour, and to pass the 
time we all predicted who it would 
be to fall in, all concluding it would 
be a non-swimmer. We entered the 
River Solent where we put up the 
sails, turned off the motor, and we 
were officially sailing for the first 
time. We sailed down the western 
side of the Isle of White in the east-
ern channel and anchored by the 
needles for the night. 
Friday 
We awoke shortly after midnight on 
the Friday and set sail for Brixham. It 
took the entire day, most of which 

was out of sight of land. We man-
aged this by acting as crew in two 
different watches, allowing the oth-
ers to sleep and prepare food. We 
were working as a large team for the 
first time! The hardest day came first, 

and the rest was to be easier for this 
initial test. 
Saturday 
After a well earned sleep, Saturday 
was a busy but exciting, day. After a 
heavy breakfast, we all completed 
many aspects of our competent crew 
award. We were surprised as to how 
much we had already learned. After a 
brief close-encounter with a seal, we 
sailed out into Tor Bay under the 
spectacle of an air show, including 
propeller aircraft and a noisy Eu-
rofighter Typhoon.  After a smooth 
sail, we headed into the river Dart, 
arriving at the serene town of Dart-
mouth, home of the Royal Naval Col-
lege. 
Sunday 
On Sunday, the crew had breakfast 
cooked by Port Watch. Starboard 
Watch were on deck as we set sail 
but all came up to see a pod of, at 
least, nine dolphins off the starboard 
beam. They kept course with us for a 

while before getting bored and disap-
pearing. After having a  lunch of egg 
fried rice and soup, also cooked by 
Port, we went up to ten knots and 
sang many songs. For dinner, we had 
gammon boiled in coke, that was 
surprisingly nice, and then we went 
to the beach in Weymouth and 

played tug of war and ultimate Fris-
bee. Starboard won both. 
Monday 
My day didn’t get off to a great start 
on Monday, as I was murdered. Yes, 
that’s right, at 6 in the morning, on 
the pontoon with a whisk. I should 

probably elaborate; on Sunday, we 
started a game of murder (where you 
had to get a certain person in a cer-
tain place and give them a certain 
object). It really began to reach its 
peak on Monday, and people 
dropped like flies throughout the 
day. Mr Haves had woke me espe-
cially, and I was furious! 
We began our journey at around 
10:00, sailing from Weymouth to 
Poole via Lulworth cove. As soon as 
Lulworth came into sight, Mr Jesson 
was in his element, talking about 
rock formations and erosion, which 
all seemed like a foreign language to 
me. It’s a good thing I don’t take Ge-
ography! 

Then, as we were on the way to 
Poole, an alarm sounded saying that 
there was a high level of water in the 
saloon (main area) and so some of us 
(including me) had to go down and 
try to pump it out. I’m not saying 
that I saved everyone’s life, but if you 
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RONA—continued 

choose to believe that, then I’m sure 
no one would correct you. 
We ate well, with bacon and eggs for 
breakfast, homemade pizza for lunch 
(which was actually really good) and 
roast lamb for dinner. Everyone 
seemed to enjoy gnawing on the left-
over bones from the lamb, including 
one crew member who had stated at 
the beginning of the week that he 
was going to be a vegetarian. 
Once we got there, we were allowed 
some shore leave, but no one really 
felt like going out. Most of us sat up 
chatting, and when the lights went 
out at 11 O’clock, no one wasted any 
time getting to sleep. 
Tuesday 
“Thankfully, Starboard Watch cooked 
breakfast on Tuesday (which gave a 
few minutes extra sleep until the 
clanging of pots and pans woke me 
up). We later sailed merrily from 
Cowes to Poole despite Force Six 
winds and after endlessly and tire-
somely tacking at the beginning!  
Along the way, we saw what we 
thought was the SBS training (Special 
Boat Service) and waited, hungrily, 
for lunch which took until 3pm be-
cause we forgot to boil the potatoes 
before frying them in corn beef hash 
(we’d actually arrived at Poole before 
lunch was finished although we did 
have some soup to appease our ap-
petites during the voyage). 
After docking, we set about cleaning 
the boat entirely which was a hu-
mungous task when you take into 
consideration that you have to clean 
the cockpit, sides of the boat and the 
heads and also remove, clean and 

dry all the floorboards. On top of this 
we needed to clean out all of the 
bunks, which proved a harder task 
for some, more than others!  
The ongoing game of murder finally 
came to an end on Tuesday after Joe 
killed the mate with a bucket at the 
bow. For all those who don’t know, 
murder was a game started on Sun-
day where everyone was given three 
cards determining who you had to 
kill, where you had to kill them and 
with what. To kill someone you had 
to hand them the object at the site 
and this game was live 24 hours a 
day! In fact, I was killed that day 
when cleaning the port head. The 
mate went to check that I’d cleaned 
the head properly and said it was all 
okay except the sink needed further 
cleaning,.  He then went to hand me 
the sponge but I diverted the subject 
saying that I’d do that after cleaning 
out the bins. When going to leave 
the heads with the bin, the mate was 
getting desperate and placed the 
sponge in the bin that I had for some 
reason left open! Finally, in the even-
ing, the skipper, mate and all the oth-
er senior crew went off to decide 
whether we’d be legible for the Scott 
Award or not (this decided whether 
you’d be invited back on the sailing 
project the next year amongst other 
things). 
Wednesday 
On Wednesday, we woke up in har-
bour in Cowes. Port Watch cooked 
breakfast of porridge and Spanish 
omelettes (or tortilla de patatas) for 
those who were awake at 8am. The 
cooks went overboard (not literally) 

on adding spices to the omelettes 
and accompanying tomatoes. That 
woke you up! Then we had until 
11am to clear up which included the 
dreaded job of cleaning the heads, 
otherwise known as the toilets, and 
pack away to set sail.  
While we were sailing, Mr Jesson 
decided it would be a good idea to 
overdose us on sugar so that we 
were all hyper, then we thought it 
was a brilliant idea to start singing. 
We were definitely Number One ma-
terial! By the time we had come back 
down to earth with a bump, we were 
back in Southampton and our adven-
ture was nearly over.  We left the 
harbour at 2.30pm and were back at 
school by 4.30pm having filled up 
with sandwiches, oranges and crisps 
on route, had numerous foam sword 
fights, and tried to catch up on the 
sleep we had been deprived of over 
the last week. 
The entire voyage was truly life 
changing for all of us. We all learned 
something new, and all grew as indi-
viduals and as a team. An amazing 
experience, RONA STV 2016 will be a 
story to tell for many years to come! 
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A stowaway ? 



On 8th June 2016, the Year 10 GCSE Dra-
ma students went to see a production of 
The Railway Children at Kings Cross The-
atre, London, by the Regents Park Open 
Air Theatre Company.  Upon arrival we 
entered the foyer which was set up as a 
Victorian style train station, which in-
cluded sounds of steam trains. We en-
tered the theatre through an entrance 
entitled platform 1, which was all part of 
creating the station atmosphere; and the 
world of the play. There were two 
platforms to the auditorium – platforms 
1 and 2 – which were on two sides of 

what would be called a traverse stage 
and where the audience were sat either 
side. Inside, we were welcomed into a 
theatre which was designed as a train 
station primarily and the trucks within 
the middle of the two catwalks (set on a 
real railway track which allowed the prop 
of a real steam train!) where the devices 
which were moved around and used to 
symbolise moving objects (for example, 
trains) and the changes in set and loca-
tion. A very interesting style of theatre 
indeed, which gave us a lot of material to 
write about along with the uses of drama 
mediums and elements (light, sound, 
special effects, voice, facial expression 
and body language for example) – which 
are all aspects that we must comment on 
in our evaluation in order to pass! 
 
The purpose of this theatre visit was to 
watch and be able to evaluate a piece of 
live performance which is a requirement 

for the Unit 2 section of the GCSE Drama 
specification. This said, with the mention 
of theatre practitioners’ influence and 
contextual knowledge, is a much lengthi-
er and technical way to discuss live per-
formance to that which many of the stu-
dents in the school who study drama 
now would be used to doing, namely the 
lower school CrEx students and any who 
enjoy drama as an extra-curricular activi-
ty. Overall, it was a very enjoyable expe-
rience indeed which will enhance our 
experience of live theatre and our ability 
to evaluate for our exam. 
 
 

Mitchell Taylor 10F 
Alex Beavil 10D 

YEAR 10 GCSE DRAMA TRIP 

Those in year 10 who were unable to 
secure a work experience placement 
for Curriculum Development Week 
were offered the opportunity to 
attend the Mayor of London Digital 
Careers Fair at the Olympic Park. 
There were a number of inspirational 
speakers, including Sarah Eccleston, 
a Director at CISCO who gave an en-
gaging account of her experience in 
Africa using different technologies to 
help combat elephant poaching. The 
emphasis of the event was on show-
ing the diversity of applications that 
exist for a career in IT and digital 
technology and the vast array of op-
portunities available for young peo-
ple through university degree cours-
es and apprenticeships.  
From the organisers: 
“Broaden your horizons. Come to 
Digital Career Show in East London 

and meet over 90 exciting tech com-
panies. Every company at DCS is cur-
rently recruiting for their next ap-
prentice, graduate or entry-level em-
ployee. Digital Careers Show is the 
largest careers show in the UK that 
specialises in digital, creative and 
media jobs. Having this focus means 
we’ve done all the filtering for you! If 
you love tech and want a digital ca-
reer this is the event for you! 
 
Interested in technology? Comput-
ers? Coding? Building hardware? 
Software? Creating digital content? 
Advertising? Social Media Mar-
keting? There’s a company exhibiting 
at DCS looking for you. 
 
Explore different pathways, meet 
people who work for the companies 
you admire and introduce yourself 
personally to the very people who 
are hiring.” 
 
From the students who went: 
“It was a very interactive event, lots 
of unique technology which we got to 
see first hand.” 

“I felt that this trip was very benefi-
cial to me as it meant that I was ex-
posed to many new career routes 
and careers. Some of these included 
apprenticeships (after GSCEs and A 
levels) and working in advertising/
marketing.” 
“Learning about sandwich degree 
courses were a great idea and helped 
me with a career path.” 

“I learnt that some employers active-
ly try to find young people to work 
for them.” 
 
 
JD 

YEAR 10 VISIT DIGITAL CAREERS SHOW 
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YEAR 10 EXPERIENCE SIXTH FORM SUBJECTS 
This year, for the first time, students in Year 10 had taster sessions for subjects only currently offered in the 6th form—
Psychology, Computer Science, Economics, Government & Politics and Classical Civilisation.  The aim was to give them more 
information and help them make decisions about what subjects they would like to study following their GCSEs next year.  Here 
are their views: 

 

Charlie Thomas (10T) writes: 

Classical Civilisation 

During our studies of Classical Civilisations, it appeared that not many students intended to study the 

subject, which is understandable but while reading the extract of the Iliad, I found myself interested by 

the culture and the ways people sought out power back in the days of the Greeks and Agamemnon 

and Helen of Troy.  One thing that really got me interested was the passion that Mr Dunne had for the 

subject.  It seemed like he truly felt for the characters in the Iliad and it just got me even more inter-

ested in the subject! 

 

Computer Science 

For our taster session in Computer Science, we were given some simple tasks to complete in a program called 
flowgorithm. Flowgorithm is a program that allows you to code using flow charts, and with this, we were given a 
task to work out the equation of a line by having the user input the y-intercept and the gradient of their line. As an 
extension, we had to ask the user for an x coordinate and have the equation generate 5 y values from it. We also 
were told about what will be within the course over the two years. Overall, I really enjoyed the taster session we 
had, and it has given me a great insight into the Computer Science A-Level course.  Rhys Wootton (10T) 

Economics 

Our Economics taster lesson was a surprise; I didn’t know what to expect.  I found out it was 

easier that I thought it would be! We learned about the cost of items in many different ways 

including price and time, making it very different to what I had expected. I think the taster has 

persuaded me to want to take the subject at A level - I think it will be very beneficial and the 

taster lesson has given me a good insight to what lessons will be like. Nathan Covill (10T)  

 

Government & Politics 

In our Government & Politics taster lesson, Mr Townsend introduced us to a subject we hadn’t 

studied before.  We found out about the EU referendum and actual positives and negatives to 

leaving or staying in the EU.  I thought it was interesting that some parties weren’t mentioning 

these.  Arjun Chauhan from my class said “it was a very interesting and competitive subject”.  

Lastly, at the end of the lesson Mr Townsend gave us Donald Trump Top Trumps, which were 

cards with quotes Trump has made about topics such as health and immigration.   

Oluwanifemi Iluyemi (10T) 

Psychology 

During the Psychology taster lesson we learned about the interesting topic of phobias. 
The main thing I learned about was how to treat phobias and how they can be made 
more bearable. This is done by looking at the sufferer’s comfort levels in different situa-
tions and their nightmare situation and after time the sufferer will be exposed to these 
situations until they are longer afraid of the thing they have the phobia about! 
 
From the taster I gained an idea of what psychology was actually about. Before the les-
son I thought that psychology was understanding what other people were thinking and what you could infer from their body 
language but psychology is more than that. It's about understanding how the brain works, not just others, but your own and 
making sure you’re in good mental health and not worrying about irrational fears and not training our brains to something that 
could be considered out of the norm. 
Stanley Brunt  (10S) and Alfie Symonds (10D) 
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On Tuesday 
12th July, 
154 year 10 
boys em-
barked on 
a visit to 
University 
of Sussex, 
just outside 
Brighton, 

to experience a taste of Universi-
ty life first-hand. On arrival, we 
were met by student ambassa-
dors and ushered in to a lecture 
theatre. Here, one of the ambas-
sadors gave an insightful presen-
tation covering the process of 
going to university. This started 
with the process of choosing 
where to go, touched on key ele-
ments of the application process 
and moved on through topics of 
what to take or not take with you 
and how to spend your time 
profitably at university.  
Next stop was “Eat Central” for 
lunch. Each student was issued 
with a pre-paid “Munch Money” 
card and advised of the total 
amount available and that it was 
to cover lunch, dinner and break-
fast the next morning. This was a 

very practical lesson in budg-
eting, with most boys opting for a 
safe meal deal and some topping 
up at the campus co-op immedi-
ately afterwards. 
After the lunch break it was back 
into the lecture theatre for a 
taste of something more academ-

ic. We were treated to an under-
graduate lecture on Motor Skills 
Development by a lecturer from 
the Psychology department. This 
covered some really interesting 
aspects of how babies learn to 
walk and move. It included video 
clips of some of the research ex-
periments that led to the devel-
opment theories, many of which 
apply to adults as well as early 
child development. Now I know 
why I keep typing the wrong 
password! 
The next 
part of the 
day was 
spent 
touring 
the cam-
pus in 
groups, 
seeing the 
range of 
facilities 
on offer across the campus in-
cluding accommodation, IT facili-
ties, healthcare and the library. 
We also had a taste of the great 
British summer weather or, as 
our ambassador put it, another 
lesson in independent living and 
being prepared for all eventuali-
ties. Once we had reconvened in 
the lecture theatre (and dried out 
a bit) we had a final talk focusing 
on the UCAS application process 
and reviewing some real exam-
ples of personal statements. The 
boys did a great job of identifying 
strengths and weaknesses in 
each statement and hopefully 
will remember these insights 
when they come to prepare their 
own in a few years’ time. 
 
With the formal activities fin-
ished, we made our way across 
campus to book into the accom-

modation, blocks of 12 individual 
rooms with shared bathrooms, 
ready 
for a 
taste 
of life 
in 
halls 
of res-

idence. With some free time to 
settle in before dinner the boys 
soon looked quite at home in 
their surroundings, perhaps con-
templating how to manage their 
meal budget for dinner to allow 
them enough for breakfast. 
 
The evening activities were based 
at the university sports complex 
with football, basketball, badmin-
ton and table tennis on offer. 
With a full day of university life 
under their belts, it was off to 
bed to awake to a hearty break-
fast…assuming there was any 
money left! All in all, it was a 
great experience which will con-
tribute to informing the boys of 
the fantastic opportunities that 
university can offer. 

 
JD 

YEAR 10 RESIDENTIAL TRIP TO UNIVERSITY OF SUSSEX 
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YEAR 7 
Year 7 went to Broadstone Warren in Surrey to experience 
life under canvas—for some, the first time they have been 
away from home on their own—but guaranteed lots of fun, 

trying a range of activities from 
archery, to climbing and from 
high ropes to potholing.  In a 
change from previous years, it 
was Y10 students who helped out 
at camp encouraging and cajoling 
the younger students to try out 
new things.  The groups swapped 
on Wednesday and enjoyed a 
Languages and Literacy ‘bonanza’ 
for the remainder of their week 
as well as DT and Computing pro-
jects. 

Monday of Curriculum De-
velopment Week saw 117 
Year 9 students investigating 
regeneration in and around 
the Olympic Park. The day 
saw students completing 
questionnaires of opinions 
towards the regeneration. 
We then walked across a 

transect of the area looking at four different areas across the 
site completing Environmen-
tal Quality surveys, field 
sketches, crime surveys, land 
use surveys and taking pho-
tographs. Students were also 
able to take advantage of 
Ipads and use an app called 
Skitch in order to annotate 
photographs throughout the 
day.  
We will be completing the data analysis on our return to 
school and identifying the social, economic and environmen-
tal issues around the Olympic legacy. This is all in preparation 
for the students Year 11 GCSE Geography Exam on fieldwork 
skills. 

YEAR 9 

More Y9, this time our GCSE artists, took the fast track train to 
spent a day at the Olympic Park in Stratford.  They are working 
on a project about architecture and structures and had a great 
day exploring and photographing the iconic buildings there 
and in the new housing and shopping areas around 
Westfield.  The whole development is still an epic work in pro-
gress so it was a great opportunity to photograph remarkable 
architecture in the process of being constructed as well as the 
finished buildings. 
The UK's largest sculpture, Anish Kapoor's twisted red obser-
vation tower 'Orbit', was particularly interesting with amazing 
views over the Park and the City of London, the world's long-
est tunnel slide, and the artist's trademark curved mirrors in-
side.  As they walked down the spiralling walkway around the 
structure they heard a sound 
installation of recording from 
around the Park and other plac-
es. 
They followed a sculpture trail 
around the Park which has be-
come a great day out for young 
people and children with lots of 
play areas and nature walks 
along the canal.  Having watched 
6 year old Primary school chil-
dren fearlessly taking on the 178 
metre long tunnel slide some of 
our boys are determined to re-
turn and try it for themselves.   

YEAR 8 
Year 8 had a packed week with CREX project where they 
were building sets and creating their own soap opera, a trip 
to St Paul’s Cathedral (which resulted in many compliments 
from the guides at the Cathedral regarding behaviour and 
knowledge), an English day, a Maths day and finishing on 
Friday with PHSE. 

Science Museum St Paul’s Cathedral 

Making sets Soap Opera 

“ . . .The behaviour of both groups was exemplary........they were atten-
tive and respectful of their surroundings and were genuinely interested in 
finding out all they could about the Cathedral and its Christian service to 
the community. But what impressed me the most was their depth of 
historical and religious knowledge and their grasp of how particular 
events in history can influence religious practice and belief, and how 
modern events can encourage both tolerance and intolerance.” 

Volunteer Guide, Schools and Families Department St Paul's Cathedral  
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Having started the week on the serious subject of radicalisa-
tion at the RE Conference, Year 12 pitted their wits against 
the stock market in Stock Market Challenge, assisted by many 
volunteers from outside school, to whom we are very grate-
ful.  Challenge of Management saw seemingly impossible 
tasks taken on with gusto—from building bridges from straws 
and balancing bricks on paper.  On a lighter note, Pack Types, 
provided some amusing but pretty accurate comparisons of 
student characteristics shared with our canine friends!  The 
week ended with ‘Freaky Friday’ where students had the op-
portunity to try new challenges—canoeing and fencing for 
example—learning to cook or helping out at a local conserva-
tion project in the Canal Basin.  First Aid training was an op-
tion too. 

YEAR 12 

MUSIC PROJECT 
Taking the place of the Yoghurt Rooms trip this year, 
we have used our brand new, state of the art Music 
Rooms to produce Gravesend Grammar School’s first 
Live Lounge Album.  A live album of covers chosen by 
the students which have been recorded and produced 
by them.  Students from all year groups have been 
involved and we hope to make this album each year as 
well as GGS5, the next in our series of music written 
and played by students.  With tracks from Beyonce to 
Lynyrd Skynyrd there really is something for everyone. 
The album will be available next term hopefully as a 
free digital download from the School’s website. 

Canoeing 

Conservation 

First Aid???! 

Challenge of Management 

Challenge of Management 
Cooking 

Stock Market Challenge 

YEAR 10 
Year 10 were mostly on Work Experience but those who 
were unable to secure a placement benefited from a Careers 
workshop, were able to express their creativity with Street 
Dancing and Urban Art, improve their Maths on Wednesday, 
go a Careers Trip on Thursday and finished off with Science 
projects on the Friday. 

Pack Types 
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Next Step Fostering a small fostering 
agency who are looking to recruit 
new foster carers locally. You may 
know that at present there is a na-
tional shortage of Foster Carers and 
their aim is to provide safe and se-
cure homes for some of the most 
vulnerable children.  

Next Step Fostering has been work-
ing with children and Foster carers 
for over 25 years and are proud of all 
the fantastic outcomes children liv-
ing with them achieve. This is down 
to some excellent carers who work 
with them to provide loving homes 
for children who need to be kept 

safe. 

If you are interested in finding out 
more:  

jenna.cutmore@nextstepfostering.org 

or by telephoning 01795 521739 

After careful navigation of London’s tube 
network, where the gusts had partly 
dried our drenched clothing from the 
torrential rain, Year 12 Psychology stu-
dents have grown in their outlook.  
Upon our arrival at the Freud Museum, 
Alex unintentionally disrupted the si-
lence. Ivan Ward used an analogy. Hmm, 

we might not 
all have been 
convinced by 
this interpreta-
tion, but un-
doubtedly we 
will never look 
at sneezing in 
the same way 
again! We have 
studied in dis-
belief at many 

of the Freudian concepts throughout the 
year, and it was eye-opening for some-
one to argue for them with such passion 
and many of us may now read Ivan 
Ward’s book on what must be the worst 
fear of any male. We marvelled at 
Freud’s remarkable collection of antiqui-
ties and perhaps the most famous, psy-
choanalytic couch, on which all of his 

patients re-
clined. Inter-
estingly, the 
chair at his 
desk had 
curved arms 
designed to 
embrace like a 
mother figure 
in this sensu-
ous space. 
Next stop, the 

Royal Courts of Justice. We were quizzed 
over whether a Jaffa cake is a cake or a 
biscuit; and a Pringle is a crisp or a crack-
er; and envisaged lorry loads of one pen-
ny coins to pay one billion pounds in the 
case of Apple and Samsung. To our dis-
appointment we could not take pictures 
in this breath-taking building and court-
room, but even more so, when those in 
our party allocated roles of barristers, 
wore the bar wigs and gowns. We took 
our positions to act our version of the 
case of Arthur Rouse on trial for murder. 
Judge Jacob Jones in his comical wig, 
attempted to keep order in the court.  
With a yelp of relief from our defendant, 
Bertie Granger, our jury decided upon a 

not guilty verdict, after Alice Sims argued 
the case for the defence leaving our 
prosecution witnesses stumbling for 
words. In reality, Arthur Rouse was not 
so lucky and was sentenced to death in 
1931. 

Our final stop was the Holocaust Exhibi-
tion. Heart breaking. We were there to 
relate to our learning of Milgram’s study 
of obedience. This trip has put the words 
we have studied on the shiny sheets of 
our textbooks, and the flicking screens of 
our computers, all into perspective.  
 
ACM 

Year 12 Psychology trip to the Freud Museum, the Royal Courts of Justice and the  
Holocaust Exhibition 

The School of Psychology at the University of Kent would like to thank Y12 pupils at Gravesend Grammar School 
who took part in the Social Attitudes Survey 2015-2016.  Participants answered online questionnaires at various 
times throughout the academic year and two lucky winners Rosie Caveney and Tonicha Gilbert won cash prizes of 
£50 and £25.  In addition, eight Y13 pupils collaborated with the University as Research Assistants to gain experi-
ence (and a certificate) in psychology research methods.  The study recorded GGS students’ attitudes towards older 
adults, which will be compared to the attitudes of students at another school who took part in an Intergenerational 
Programme focused on building friendships between younger and older adults.   Comparing responses from the 
two schools (e.g. using GGS as the control group) will allow the researchers to evaluate the programme to test if it 
was successful at improving attitudes towards older adults.   

UKC SCHOOL OF PSYCHOLOGY 



SPONSORED WALK 2016 

For most of June, one eye was on the 
weather for the day of Sponsored Walk.  
Would it rain?  With so much, often tor-
rential, rain having fallen in June and 
forecasts changing daily, all we could 
hope for is that it would be dry.  And dry 
indeed it was, although cloudy and very 

humid.   
The organisation of almost 850 students, 
102 staff and 40 volunteer marshalls or 
walkers is a mammoth task—liaising with 
land owners, golf clubs, Scouts, water 
bottle suppliers, making notices to direct 
walkers, along with registers, lists of 
medical conditions to take account of, 
checking (and rechecking) our route is 
passable–all takes time.  This year, for 
the first time, Ramadan coincided with 
the Sponsored Walk, an added consider-
ation for those of our students who were 
fasting requiring sympathetic liaison with 
families and students.  With the co-
operation of all those involved, we man-
aged it!  All of this organised so efficient-
ly by Mrs West.  
 
Students set off at two minute intervals 
for the 13 mile walk, through Gravesend, 
out over the A2 towards Luddesdown 
and Cobham, across the golf course, back 
over the A2 before heading towards the 
Scout hut at Shorne.  This provided our 
second refreshment stop of the day be-
fore the final push across the seemingly 

never-ending field at Thong Lane and 
Rochester Road.  The views of the 
Thames walking across the field are al-
ways stunning—and a welcome remind-
er that we were nearly ‘home’. 
Well done to all who participated and 
helped in anyway.  Please make sure 
sponsored money is handed is as soon as 
possible.  Our two charities this year are 
KASBAH and Mind. 
 
The first Sponsored Walk took place in 
1979 and was introduced by the then 
Headteacher, Peter Sanderson and was 
20 miles long.  It has run every year since 
then bar one (when it was cancelled due 
to Foot & Mouth Disease) and many 
thousands of pounds have been raised 
for the 
School 
and for 
charity. 
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ARMED FORCES DAY AND  
BATTLE OF THE SOMME COMMEMORATION 

The School has been represented at two events organised by Gravesham Borough Council recently.  The 
first was Armed Forces Day Flag Raising Ceremony on Monday 20th June at the Civic Centre, organised 
with councils across the country to raise awareness of the contribution made to our country by those 
who serve and have served in Her Majesty’s Armed Forces and to give the nation an opportunity to 
show their support for the men and women who make up the Armed Forces community, from currently 
serving troops to Service families and from veterans to cadets.  On this occasion, James Dean, Robbie 
Smithers-Halberg and Havinees Vithyakaran attended.   
On 1st July, Head Student, Ashraf Ali and Deputy Rosie Caveney attended a ceremony at the memorial at 
Windmill Hill to commemorate all those who fell at the Somme, and in particular to remember former 
students of GGS who gave their lives there.  Our picture shows Ashraf Ali laying a red rose at the memo-
rial during the service. 

Of the 30 Old Boys who lost their lives in the WW1, those who died in the first Somme offensive are remembered at Thiepval 
and Fromelles. 
 

Battle of the Somme Commemoration, 1916-2016 

The 1st of July marked the 100th anniversary of the Battle of the 
Somme, an event that saw the biggest single loss of life in the histo-
ry of the British army. The school were invited to send a handful of 
representatives to the borough commemoration of the battle at the 
memorial on Windmill Hill, with the Head Student Ashraf Ali and 
myself both honoured to attend. The service started with prayers 
and a Mayoral address, before students from the attending schools 
placed a rose for each of those lost in the battle. In total, 51 roses 
were laid at the memorial, one for each soldier fallen, with three of 
these being our Old Boys. The Battle of the Somme was one of the 
largest and bloodiest battles of the First World War, with around a 
million men from either side of the fight losing their lives. On the 
first day of the Battle alone, around 20,000 British soldiers were 

killed, with a further 40,000 wounded. The overwhelming sense of 
tragedy to be found in these gruesome statistics is most certainly in 
the loss of life, but perhaps more profoundly in the loss of sons, 
brothers, and companions, a repercussion of war that still has great 
resonance today. The commemoration finished with an exhortation 
of remembrance, followed by the blowing of three whistles to rep-
resent those used when signalling the soldiers over the top into No 
Man's Land. Finally, all those attending the service observed a two 
minute silence to reflect on the scale of life lost and the great sacri-
fices made by those men a hundred years ago, and that continue to 
be made today. 

Rosie Caveney 



Over the weekend, commencing the 9th 
July, it was finally time for me to do the 
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh expedition. 
We set off with our heavy rucksacks from 
Camer Park at 8am for a long day ahead. 
With four different groups, each going a 
different way, it was highly unlikely that 

we would all meet up again until arriving 
at Hope Hill. Having to do 14 kilometres 
on the first day was quite hard, especial-
ly as it was hot and sunny for once. Each 
group had a specific task chosen by us as 
our project work. While we were out we 
were to collect pictures of items of 

things we saw. My group choose to do 
animal top trumps. 

Once we had arrived at the campsite we 
had to put tents up. With each group 
having two tents, it was hard work. After, 
we cooked our dinner, with my group 
having spaghetti carbonara with sausag-
es. It was a nice way to end the day.  

On the second day, everyone woke up 
early and packed all their things away, 
and then made breakfast. We left 
around 8 am but for this day we only had 
to do 12 kilometres. We all left and split 
out different ways. We all had to work 
together on the second day as we were 
all tired; however the thought of going 
home was enough to motivate everyone 
to go quickly. As my group was the last 
to leave we were surprised to get back 
first. The best thing about arriving back 
was the thought of going home and 
getting some good sleep. 

This only left us with one more thing to 
pass the section, and that was a presen-

tation on our purpose work. We only had 
three days to complete this so it had to 
be done as a team. This was completed 
on the 14th of July, which ended with 
everyone successfully completing the 
section after all the hard work we had 
put in. I would like to thank all the Duke 
of Edinburgh teachers, who without 
them we would not be able to complete 
the award. And I can’t wait to do my 
silver. 

Kieran Parrott 9H   

DUKE OF EDINBURGH BRONZE QUALIFYING AWARD 
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During CDW Year 9 took part in a Science 
day. The first activity was to create a 
version of the 'Incredible Machine' which 
is a series of actions, caused by a singular 
action right at the beginning. This re-
quired the pupils to work together as a 
form to create the most incredible ma-
chine. Scores were given out based on 
creativity and functionality. Overall this 
lesson was really  lesson as we created 
our own apparatus to knock things 
down, and everyone wanted the best 
scores. 
Max Tyrell 
 
The second challenge was to create vehi-
cles that would work on an air pressure 
system to move, with limited resources: 
wheels, a base, straws (to make axles), 
paper and short pieces of tubing so the 
air pressure mechanism could fit into the 
cars. With these basic materials different 
designs were produced by the groups 
with them instructed to focus on aerody-

namics and momentum; spear, pointed 
and flat heads were common in the de-
signs. The cars were then fitted to a 
piece of plastic that travelled across a 
wire, the cars were fitted to the air re-
leasing contraption (consisting of a 
pump, rubber and plastic tubing and a 
release valve) and were launched down 
the hall. Few cars made it to near the 
end of the wire, with many not starting 
at all, much to the dismay of their own-
ers. The friendly competition ended with 
the winners, their car was named ‘Big 
Man Arrow Ting’ being announced, but 
everybody was jubilant  whatever they 
achieved. 
Dominic Jardine 
 
In the final session of the day we were 
tasked to build a bridge that could hold 5 
kilograms. However, we could only use 
paper and string! In groups of 5 we had 
one hour to build a bridge with a length 
of one metre. There were many different 

designs that could be used to achieve 
this goal but the most commonly used 
and easiest to build was one with tripods 
supporting a flat bridge across, the top. 
This technique proved excellent and easi-
ly supported the 5 kilos. The problem 
with most groups was doing this all with-
out sellotape. Many of the groups found 
it hard to make a secure tripod, as the 
string was prone to coming loose and 
causing the tripods to collapse, which is 
no good for a bridge. A tripods in the 
middle meant that the bridge was not as 
weak as there was more support. The 
groups who built the best bridges had 
tight knots, strong, triangular structures, 
and a flat bridge which meant that 
weight could easily be distributed. 
Duncan Kinnear 

YEAR 9 SCIENCE DAY 



...AND THE BANDS PLAYED ON... 

The Summer Festival took place under threatening skies but was well attended.  The 
event offers the opportunity to students coming into Year 7 in September to meet 
their form tutors and other members of staff in an informal setting, with a little bit 
of fun and entertainment thrown in.   
 
When the rain came, it came with a vengeance.  Torrential rain, thunder and light-
ening had the crowds heading towards the marquee, leaving the stall holders to 
endure the weather.  Amazingly, our PTA refreshment and pre-owned uniform stalls soldiered on through all the conditions 
and our bands provided a variety of music for all to enjoy in the relative sanctuary of the marquee—despite the ever-widening 
river of water running through it! 
 
The face painting and pottery stall, run by Mrs Sutton, was busy as was the French challenge organised by Miss Lewis and Miss 
Learmonth.  The PTA cake stall and Mrs Rathore’s samosas were as popular as ever. 
 
Well done to everyone who braved the weather and stayed to the end—and thank you to all the staff who worked so hard to 
make the event a success. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR JUNIOR 
SCHOOL PRIZE WINNERS! 

YEAR 10 ART TRIP TO BRIGHTON 

In June the Year 10 GCSE artists spent a windy but sunny day in 
Brighton to launch their trial exam project.  They explored, 
sketched and took lots of photos of the unique boutique shop-
ping streets, street art, Brighton Pavilion, and the traditional 
seaside entertainments on the pier.  They will develop these 
into major coursework projects and trial exam artworks before 
launching into their final exam project after Christmas.   

UNIFORM 

When students return to School in September, they 

should be in normal uniform, ie not summer uniform.  

Blazers and ties should be worn at all times. 



The first meeting I had with Outlook Ex-
peditions in April 2014 seems like a long 
time ago. Negotiations between different 
companies, copious meetings and a diffi-
cult decision of destination finally made, 
the trip was launched in an assembly to 
the then Years 10, 11 and 12 on 25th Sep-
tember 2014. This was followed by a 
launch event for parents and students on 
1st October 2014. The uptake has been 
the largest ever, with 38 students and six 
staff travelling to China on 17th July this 
year (we may have gone by the time you 
read this!) 
The trip will begin at 7am at school for 
final preparations and checks. This will 
be time to sort out the equipment, go 
over some final skills and for the stu-
dents to organise themselves before we 
get started. The coach will pick us up 
from the school at 12:00 and begin the 
adventure around the M25 to Heathrow. 
All three teams will jet off together from 
London Heathrow in the early evening to 
arrive in Chengdu the following morning, 
with the British Airways flight their last 
taste of “luxury” for a little while. 
The students, staff and parents have 
worked hard to raise group and personal 
funds to cover not only the £3995 cost of 
the trip, but also the additional costs of 
equipment, vaccinations and visas. Many 
events have been hosted at the school 
over the build-up period, but students 
have worked very hard with their own 
fundraising events and part time jobs, 
always with the support of their parents, 

to raise their own funds. Looking back 
we’ve had countless quiz nights, car 
washes, sleep-overs at school, doughnut 
sales, countless tea stands at parents’ 
evenings and the infamous curry night 
last October (the biggest event we’ve 
ever held). All these events have relied 
on the hard work of staff, students and 
the dedicated support of parents and for 
that I thank you all. Thank you to the 
parents for donating raffle prizes, helping 
with organisation, picking up and drop-
ping students off at all hours (3am in the 
case of the curry night), I hope there has 
been some fun along the way. The 
memory of all those dishes needing 
washing is certain engrained on my 
memory. Thank you to the GGS staff for 
buying endless tickets to the events 
we’ve held to make some of them the 
biggest ever and for buying reams of 
raffle tickets for frequently dubious priz-
es. 
The biggest hurdle so far, other than 
paying for the trip, has been getting the 
visas to gain entry to China. Far more 
challenging than any of us envisaged, we 
kept getting turned away and eventually 
we wondered if we would ever get the 
visas at all. Thank you to Mr Fielder-
White who travelled to London on nu-
merous occasions trying to get this sort-
ed. In the end our passports and docu-
mentation whizzed all the way to Edin-
burgh where the visas were finally is-
sued. 
Once we arrive in Chengdu the groups 

will immediately 
need to snap 
into action to 
get from the 
airport to the 
first night’s pre-booked accommodation, 
the aptly named “Mrs Panda” where all 
three groups will be staying for the first 
night. The following day the groups will 
separate and go their own ways. All 
groups are visiting “Emei-Shan”, a moun-
tain upon which a giant Buddha sits. The 
groups will visit at different times but 
undoubtedly enjoy the challenge of 
climbing the mountain whilst staying in 
monasteries along the route. All three 
groups are all doing different treks and a 
community project during their time in 
China, rounding the trip off with a few 
days in and around Beijing, including a 
visit to the Great Wall. 
The itineraries all promise adventure and 
life changing experiences. The students 
will be in charge and the opportunities 
they will have to lead, manage their fi-
nances and logistics will undoubtedly 
challenge them to their limits. I’ve no 
doubt it will be an experience never for-
gotten and we will return with students 
with greater skills, different views and 
more humble than the ones we left with. 
 
Thank you again for your support.  
 
Where will we go in 2019? 
 
DSP 

CHINA 2016—IT’S FINALLY HERE 

Page 18 

GGS Newsletter                                   Opportunity and Challenge in a Caring Environment                             July 2016 

THEY’VE TALKED THE TALK BUT CAN THEY WALK THE WALK…? 

Monday saw Year 
10 Geography stu-
dents completing 
the fieldwork ele-
ment of their con-
trolled assessment. 
Travelling to Broad-
stairs to investigate 
honeypot sites 
around the town 
and luckily we saw 

20 degree temperatures (whilst Graves-
end saw torrential downpours!) and 
plenty of people were around for stu-
dents to complete their questionnaires 
to.  Popular areas being investigated 

included the bandstand, Bleak House, 
the Arcade and the High Street with stu-
dents also assessing pedestrian and 
traffic counts as well as environmental 
surveys and land use surveys. This will 
now form the basis for their write up, 
which contributes 25% of their GCSE. 
Thanks, as always, go to all the staff who 
helped out. 

CJJ 

YEAR 10 GEOGRAPHY FIELD TRIP MATHS CHALLENGE 
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SPORTS  
Once again, the weather held us hostage to fortune - this time for Sports Day.  Storm clouds loomed dark in the sky 
all day, accompanied by a ferociously cold wind but this time failed to deliver the expected rain.  The individual 
events in the morning and the track events in the afternoon produced some record-breaking times and a first tro-
phy for Fleet House since their formation. 
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SPORTS DAY 

After initial plans to alter Sports Day 
due to a poor weather forecast Brit-
ain did it again and was changeable. 
It was a blustery day which ultimately 
affected performances but despite 
this a great day was had by all. 

As customary the field events took 
place in the morning and track in the 
afternoon, with the whole school 
present on the field to cheer their 
peers round the track. There were 
close events all day with centimeters 
or seconds splitting students. Stand 
out performances were from Arjun 
Johal (8D) - 8.54m in the shot put, 
Feran Abraham (9C) - 57.57s in the 
400m and Zac Filmer (10C) - 57.00s 
also in the 400m, all of whom broke 
existing school records. Arjun's rec-
ord dated back to 2011. 

These close performances led to one 
of the tightest competitions in my 
memory. The three main competi-
tions (Junior/Middle/Senior) 1st and 
2nd placed teams were separated by 
just 4 points. 

I would like to thank all the boys for 
their hard work, all staff for their 
help on the day and all parents who 
came to support. 

Top three finishers are below for 
both the Elite and Mass competition 
along with the final tables for each 
year group and the overall Junior and 
Middle School Champions. 

HOUSE SPORT 

For the last 3 years we have awarded 
an overall House Sport Champion 
Shield in years 7 - 10 which covers all 
House Sport throughout the year. 
This year results from House Rugby, 
Cross-Country, Sports Day and House 
Leader run events were combined to 
get an overall winner. 

The final results are in the table be-
low, well done to all boys who con-
tributed to their House!!! 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR SPORT ROUND-
UP  

We have had another encouraging 
year at Gravesend Grammar School. 
Rugby is going from strength to 
strength with the influence of our 
coach, Rob Powell, being clearly evi-
dent. This is ensuring our fixture card 
is becoming stronger, as can be seen 
with the re-introduction of Judd 
School, a school that was last seen on 
our card over five years ago. Cricket 
continues to thrive throughout the 
school. Our year 8 team are in the 
District Cup final in the last week of 
term against Wilmington Grammar 
School. Our Year 7 team reached the 
quarter-final of the Kent Cup, losing 
to the eventual finalists (Norton 
Knatchbull). The Senior Football 
team finished 3rd in the North West 
Kent Premier League as well as 
reaching the last 32 of the National 
Cup. Our year 11 side performed well 
in both the Kent and National Cups. 

Our Swimming team was once again 
dominant at the recent Borough 
Championships (see separate report 
for details). 

In addition to our more traditional 
sports, we have introduced American 
'Flag' Football, run by Mr Gill, and 
Ultimate Frisbee, run by Mr Harris.  
This year saw the school competing 
in events in these sports for the first 
time ever with the American Football 
team being unbeaten and the Ulti-
mate Frisbee team finishing 12th out 
of 16 in the inaugural National 
Schools Championship. 

I would like to thank all the efforts of 
our students and staff, support from 
our parents and I would like to say a 
big thank you to the schools PTA, 
who have helped to fund new playing 
kits for Rugby, American Football and 
Badminton as well as helping us up-
date our Cricket helmets and Table 
Tennis equipment. 

I hope next year we can build on all 
of our success and maintain our posi-
tion the top sporting school in our 
area. 
SAB 



YEAR 7 - Elite 

EVENT 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place 

100m J Chike-Michael Town 13.96 W Ajayi Downs 14.72 M Rabiu Cliff 14.76 

200m J Barnes Cliff 30.22 C Morton Downs 32.08 T Johnson Hill 34.88 

400m H Raheem Town 1.16.53 A Pollard Hill 1.17.85 K Clair Cliff 1.19.37 

800m J Millen Town 2.51 A Pollard Hill 2.56 D Churchill Fleet 3.10 

1500m E Stoddart Hill 5.59 T Emery Fleet 6.13 D Kunle-Adenuga Downs 6.28 

8x100m Cliff 2.18.06 Fleet 2.18.85 Downs 2.19.00 

4x200m Hill 2.17.56 Fleet 2.21.72 Town 2.27.44 

Long Jump P Odugbile Cliff 3.93 H Dean Hill 3.72 M Owen Downs 2.37 

High Jump J Innes Fleet 1.06 W Ansell Cliff 0.95 M Cambridge Downs 0.90 

Javelin S Williams Town 11.74 G Wise Hill 11.47 O Morris Cliff 4.40 

Shot Putt B Wilson School 5.29 J Saunders Fleet 4.84 Z Collinson Downs 4.79 

YEAR 7 - Mass 

EVENT 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place 

100m K Akhigbe Town 15.25 N Fiahlo Downs 16.06 N Williams Fleet 17.06 

200m K Lee Fleet 36.28 R Cooper Downs 37.53 M Lumor Cliff 37.80 

400m O Forrest Town 1.18.00 G McAvoy School 1.26.35 J Idogun Cliff 1.28.19 

800m W Currie Downs 3.26 A Cosford School 3.27 W Razaq Town 3.28 

1500m T Cuffley Cliff 6.30 A Daini Town 6.53 H Field Fleet 6.56 

Long Jump R Rowe Downs 3.33 J Soper Town 2.98 J Bamidele Cliff 2.94 

High Jump A Rahman Fleet 0.95 L Bianchet Downs 0.90 J Harris Hill 0.88 

Javelin P Singh Cliff 9.85 B Walker Town 8.70 A Cleves Fleet 7.98 

Shot Putt E Aleksandrov School 5.55 L Vithyakaran Cliff 5.53 J Dalley Downs 4.81 

YEAR 8 - Elite 

EVENT 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place 

100m D Piralic Fleet 13.06 V Crentsil Downs 13.10 D Iluebbey School 14.75 

200m O Fox De Klerk Downs 29.00 G Nkazi Fleet 31.38 T Buraimoh School 31.41 

400m J Bhadare Cliff 1.05.40 M Zalewski Fleet 1.08.18 W Smith Hill 1.13.44 

800m B Ramsubhag Cliff 2.41 D Sands Hill 2.56 O Hinks Downs 3.02 

1500m A El-Khouli Downs 5.31 C Bloomfield School 5.46 J Syred Fleet 5.55 

8x100m Town 2.01.78 Fleet 2.03.59 Cliff 2.07.53 

4x200m Downs 2.08.13 Fleet 2.12.00 Cliff 2.20.19 

Long Jump L Rati School 3.69 S Filmer Cliff 3.05 S Paternoster Town 3.04 

High Jump G Wells Hill 1.20 J Sewell Cliff 1.15 H Warwick School 1.12 

Javelin R Broks Fleet 16.74 H Bowler School 14.67 N Soor Hill 11.73 

Shot Putt A Johal Downs 8.54               SR T Rumsey Fleet 7.05 J Williams Cliff 6.72 

YEAR 8 - Mass 

EVENT 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place 

100m R Braima School 13.93 G Torto-Doku Downs 14.35 J Lakeru Fleet 15.91 

200m R Poonian Cliff 30.15 M Denman School 31.46 J Bruce Hill 32.39 

400m Z Virdee Town 1.17.44 D Sands Hill 1.17.81 N Devassy Downs 1.20.28 

800m N Soor Hill 2.45 O Jasanya Town 2.55 S Parker Downs 3.15 

1500m E Christie Hill 6.09 S Tye Downs 6.20 K Dio Cliff 6.50 

Long Jump I Touch Cliff 3.42 M Weeks Town 3.09 B Barker School 2.88 

High Jump L Rowson Downs 1.01 T Davies Fleet 1.00 J Raby Cliff 0.90 

Javelin K Khaira Fleet 8.24 M Scrivens Town 5.80 J Sohal School 5.32 

Shot Putt T Day Fleet 6.11 S El-Henawy Cliff 5.80 B Kowal Downs 5.31 
YEAR 9 - Elite 

EVENT 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place 

100m D Mahli Cliff 13.75 D Awani Fleet 13.78 J Handley Town 15.53 

200m J Sireikis Cliff 26.79 H Fish Downs 29.19 J Jarrett Town 29.59 

400m F Abraham Cliff 57.57            SR H Fish Downs 1.07.35 O Perkins Fleet 1.09.72 

800m H Duffy School 2.29 M Charlwood Fleet 2.37 G Lane Cliff 2.39 

1500m K Pender Town 5.32 M Rickard School 5.39 J Angell Cliff 5.56 

8x100m Downs 1.54.09 Hill 1.56.25 School 2.04.19 

4x200m Cliff 1.52.46 Fleet 1.58.03 School 1.59.44 

Long Jump L Trigg Fleet 4.65 I Sagay Town 4.00 I Karim Downs 3.75 

High Jump Z Spellman School 1.20 N Sizer Hill 1.15   

Javelin O Webb Towns 24.86 E Bentley Hill 19.78 G Saunders School 16.63 

Shot Putt A Cook Cliff 7.30 R Bonnell Fleet 7.12 B Girgenti Downs 5.66 

YEAR 9 - Mass 

EVENT 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place 

100m O Davies Fleet 16.75 J Judge Cliff 16.97 M Fitt-Boyland Downs 17.37 

200m T Lay Downs 30.68 J Pardesi Cliff 31.19 G Foad Town 33.78 

400m I Sagay Town 1.12.50 O Excel Fleet 1.15.00 K Luker School 1.16.00 

800m C Brown Town 2.45 M Rickard School 2.49 R Singh Fleet 2.50 

1500m E Cruise-Smith Town 5.34 D Allen School 5.41 T Alcobar Downs 6.03 

Long Jump E Bentley Hill 3.99 T Jeffrey School 3.80 G Weston Town 3.56 

High Jump O Wooding Hill/J Hinks Town 1.10   F Lappin Cliff 1.00 

Javelin H Lake Town 14.47 G Knight School 13.89 B Cozens Cliff 12.20 

Shot Putt I Rai Fleet 7.65 U Vithyakaran Cliff 6.79 D Pordage Hill 5.90 
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YEAR 10 - Elite 

EVENT 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place 

100m J Bettey Hill 13.22 A Symonds Downs 13.56 DJ Shokumbi School 13.56 

200m J Bettey Hill 27.00 A Symonds Downs 27.10 J Ogunsola Cliff 28.03 

400m Z Filmer Cliff 57.00          SR A Symonds Downs 1.00.59 A Ajakaiye School 1.03.28 

800m A Symonds Downs 2.30 L Pollard Hill 2.31 S Ford Cliff 2.35 

1500m S Jones Downs 5.17 S Collier Fleet 5.25 C Kelford Cliff 5.32 

8x100m Fleet 1.54.09 Hill 1.54.63 Downs 1.58.53 

4x200m School 1.58.09 Downs 2.03.78 Town 2.04.35 

Long Jump A Clark Town 4.76 T Fullager Downs 4.36 R Patel School 3.83 

High Jump J Ogunsola Cliff 1.53 N Warren Fleet 1.49 M Omnou Downs/T Rowland Town 1.39 

Javelin E Salter Downs 28.65 L Modell Hill 20.08 A Cooke Fleet 17.93 

Shot Putt Z Filmer Cliff 9.47 N Oram Hill 8.92 P Singh Town 7.60 

YEAR 10 - Mass 

EVENT 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place 

100m G Caveney Fleet 14.50 A Odedairo Cliff 14.97 P Basra Downs 15.03 

200m S Higgins Downs 27.65 S Adshead Cliff 27.69 L Betts Hill 30.30 

400m S Christie Cliff 1.00.87 L Pollard Hill 1.08.44 D German Fleet 1.09.99 

800m T Evans Fleet 2.39 M Dancer Cliff 2.43 A Gosal Town 3.01 

1500m T Runting Fleet 5.29 J Macfarlane Downs 5.31 A Ludbrook Cliff 6.04 

Long Jump J Hilditch Town 4.44 K Gill Hill 3.98 P Robbins Downs 3.44 

High Jump A Murray Fleet 1.50 O Taylor Cliff 1.43 C Outram Hill 1.41 

Javelin S Kalsi Downs 20.89 R Candler Hill 15.86 A Goodrich Fleet 14.36 

Shot Putt E East Cliff 7.43 S Mason Downs 7.29 M Brett-Chaponnel Town 7.25 

YEAR 12 - Elite 

EVENT 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place 

100m K Feyisetan Town 12.34 H Bryant Cliff 12.50 S Fairweather-Oates Hill 12.90 

200m F Nurudeen Downs 27.00 T Barrett School 28.94 M Steingass Town 30.43 

400m Relay Town 56.41 Downs 1.03.00 Cliff 1.04.75 

8x100m Downs 1.51.02 School 1.51.02 Hill 2.00.06 

YEAR 12 - Mass 

EVENT 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place 

100m M Thomas Hill 13.75 J Curnow School 14.00 K Basra Downs 15.02 

200m J Larner Downs 28.00 B Holmes Town 31.35 A Barrett Hill 33.05 

Overall Points Score 

Year Group 1st Place 2nd Place 3rd Place 4th Place 5th Place 6th Place 

7 Cliff 290 Downs 278 Fleet 268 Town 246 Hill 234 School 184 

8 Fleet 284 Downs 264 School 260 Cliff 258 Town 234 Hill 230 

9 Town 276 School 272 Cliff 264 Fleet 250 Hill 238 Downs 218 

10 Downs 312 Cliff 270 Fleet 266 Hill 252 Town 236 School 210 

12 Downs 106 Town 102 School 94 Hill 92 Cliff 86   

Junior School Championship (7/8) 

1st Fleet 552 

2nd Cliff 548 

3rd Downs 542 

4th Town 480 

5th Hill 464 

6th School 444 

Middle School Championship (9/10) 

1st Cliff 534 

2nd Downs 530 

3rd Town 512 

4th Hill 490 

5th Fleet 484 

6th School 482 

  Year 7 Pts Year 8 Pts Year 9 Pts Year 10 Pts 

1st Cliff 66 Downs 72 School/Town 52 Downs 78 

2nd Downs 58 Fleet 56     Fleet 66 

3rd Hill/School 44 Cliff/School 52 Downs/Hill 46 Cliff 56 

4th             Hill 52 

5th Fleet/Town 40 Hill 38 Cliff 44 School 40 

6th     Town 34 Fleet 42 Town 36 

  Overall Pts 

1st DOWNS 254 

2nd CLIFF 218 

3rd FLEET 204 

4th SCHOOL 188 

5th HILL 180 

6th TOWN 162 

HOUSE SPORT RESULTS—2016 
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On Saturday 2nd July, GGS competed 
at the Junior Outdoor National 
Championships of Ultimate Frisbee 
for the first time in history. Six boys 
from year 8, along with two volun-
teer coaches from year 12, arrived at 
school at 6am on Saturday morning 
to make the long journey up to Bir-
mingham where they would play six 
20 minute games of 5v5 Ultimate 
Frisbee to see who would be 
crowned National Champions. 

It was clear the weather would play 
a large factor in the outcome of a lot 
of the games, with gusty winds and 
random downpours making throw-
ing and catching the disc extremely 
difficult, even for the most experi-
enced players. With three separate 
divisions being played simultaneous-
ly; U20s, U17s and U14s, we pre-
pared for our first ever game of Ulti-
mate. 
Game 1 was against Flux (Twycross 
House, Leicestershire) who were 
ranked second. Playing such a highly 
seeded team as the first game meant 
the boys were under a lot of pres-
sure very quickly, with Flux playing 
at a fast pace and our boys strug-
gling to keep up with the flow and 
movement of their opposition. Alt-
hough losing 10-0 the team learned 
a lot and very quickly became more 
cohesive. 
Without a moment’s rest, we were 
straight into game 2 against Air 
Badgers 2 (St Peter's, Exeter), ranked 
third. Even though this was a second 
team they were extremely well or-
ganised and pressured our offence 
making it difficult for us to score. 
When they won possession they did 
not relinquish it easily and after 40 
minutes of non-stop running we 
were getting tired and our defence 

dropped, allowing them a compre-
hensive 11-0 victory. 
Now with a 20 minute break until 
our next game, we could recover and 
talk about what the boys had 
learned from playing some of the 
country’s top players. With some 
renewed energy, and the promise of 
Nando’s, they headed into game 3 
with more focus and intensity. Our 
opponents were Venom 2 and from 
the off we knew this game was going 
to be close. As the Heavens opened 
both teams were making a lot of 
mistakes but Venom 2 managed to 
convert a few of their early chances, 
giving them a 3-0 lead. The condi-
tions worsened and with the help of 
the wind and rain the boys managed 
to score their first competitive point. 
With this confidence they stepped 
up their game and scored another 2 
to tie the game at three-a-piece. The 
game now being so hotly contested 
it was always likely there would be 
some fouls, and with no referees the 
boys had to discuss with their oppo-
nents on a fair resolution to the in-
fractions. Unfortunately both team’s 
knowledge of the rules wasn’t as 
good as it could have been and frus-
trations grew. Rather than keeping 
cool heads, we made some silly mis-
takes which Venom 2 capitalised on 
and took the game 5-3. 
 
Lunch came just in time so we could 
refuel and regroup; and learn that 
even if your opponent is right or 
wrong, you should consider their 
point of view and calmly play on and 
not make rash decisions that could 
lose you the game (and a free meal). 
Game 4 was against Gateways who 
are an all-girls school from Leeds. 
The wind had picked up significantly 
now and the pitch was oriented up-
down wind but their structure al-
lowed them to score with relative 
ease. The early part of the game saw 
both teams struggle against the wind 
however, and our boys soon realised 
that the wind can be both a hin-
drance and a help and traded down-

wind scores to 6-6. Having just 
equalised we managed to get an in-
terception and with cool heads and 
good communication managed to 
pass the disc upwind for the break 
and potentially secure their first ever 
win. Another quick downwind point 
ensured an historic 8-6 victory and a 
spicy chicken dinner. 
 
Game 5 saw us matched against Oc-
elots 2 (Bishop Heber High School, 
Cheshire). With a win under their 
belt, our boys came out all guns blaz-
ing but the wind prevented any up-

wind 
breaks 
and 
both 
teams 
traded 
to 3-3. 
Again 
with 
another 
very 

close game there were some calls 
made that interrupted play and un-
fortunately the boys hadn’t learnt 
from their previous encounter, al-
lowing tempers to rise and silly mis-
takes. Ultimately this led to conced-
ing twice just before the final whistle 
ending in a 5-3 loss. 
The last game of the day was a re-
match against Venom2 and with a 
fire in their belly we were raring to 
go, even if their legs were tired. 
There was a lot more sportsmanship 
in this game than in their previous 
match and the conditions had im-
proved significantly, the sun even 
came out a bit. At the end it all end-
ed 4-4 and GGS finished a very re-
spectable 12th place out of 16 in 
their first entry in the U14s Junior 
Outdoor National Championships of 
Ultimate. 
A special thank you to Mr Poon who 
gave up his entire Saturday to drive 
the minibus for this inaugural event. 
 
Mr Harris (Coach) 

ULTIMATE FRISBEE 



SWIMMING 
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Borough Swimming Championships 

On 6th July the GGS Swimming Team 
competed once again in the Borough 
Championships at Cygnets Leisure Cen-
tre. 
The team won a total of 12 medals, with 
every swimmer getting at least one med-
al, which continues the trend of total 
dominance in this event over the past 
few years.   
 
U14 100m 
2nd  George Wise (7H) – 1.09.28 – a new 
personal best time.   
We did, however, have another swimmer 
in this event.  Ben Cooper (8D) swam the 
fastest time of the night for this event, 
with a time of 1:08.69. 
Both these students have another year 
or two at this event which bodes well for 
the future.  
 
U16 100m 
1st  William Cronin (10T) - 1.10.66 – 
matched his entry time exactly which is 
very rare! 
Year 7-9 50M 
1st James Angell (9C) – 27.02 
2nd David Allen (9S) – 28.16 
3rd Rhys Bonnell (9F) – 29.79 
4th Ben Cooper (8D) – 32.09 

5th George Wise (7T) – 32.28 
6th Jashen Dhillon (9C) – 35.60 
7th Jaydan Khraud (9H) – 36.81 
8th Peter Allen (8S) – 39.38 
This is the third consecutive year that 
James has won this event which is a feat 
I’m not sure anyone has achieved before.  
Well done! 
 
Year 10+ 50M 
2nd Tom Runting (10F) – 29.46 
3rd William Cronin (10T) – 32.16 
This event was won by a student in year 
13 so we’re hopeful for the next few 
years as Tom and William are only in year 
10.   
As has been the case for the last 5 years, 
GGS triumphed in both the relays as fol-
lows: 
 
Year 7-9 4x25m Relay 
1st GGS Team A – Rhys Bonnell, James 
Angell, David Allen, George Wise 
2nd GGS Team B – Peter Allen, Jaydan 
Khraud, Jashen Dhillon, Johvan Rama 
 
 
Year 10+ 4x50m Relay 
1st GGS - Jack Todd (UH3), Ankush Rajput 
(UT3), Tom Runting, William Cronin 
This was the last time that Ankush Rajput 
was able to swim for the school and 

we’re going to miss him.  He has swum 
almost every year since he started at 
GGS and has been a great asset to the 
team; we wish him well for the future.   
 
Mens 200m Final 
3rd William Cronin – 2.35.37 
  
Thanks go to Mrs West who arranged the 
teams and did the organisation before 
the event, Mrs Angell for helping get the 
students to the start line and keeping Mr 
Turvey and Mr Burton company and Mrs 
Bonnell for being a race time keeper.  
 
This picture shows the whole team 
proudly modelling their GGS swimming 
hats (kindly sponsored by the PTA)! 
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The PTA were glad to see so many people at this year's Summer Festival, braving the torrential rain that came our 
way. This event welcomes the new Year 7 families but is open to everyone, so look out for it again next summer. 
Good music and good food are provided all afternoon so pop in with the family and support the school. 

As with most years, the summer sees PTA members move on as their children leave the school.  So I ask  parents, 
existing and new, to consider volunteering to help us. Please contact me pta@gravesendgrammar.eu  
Peter Williams 
Chairman PTA 

PTA NEWS 

250 CLUB 

May’s numbers are: 1st   244   2nd   295   3rd   214         June’s numbers are:     1st   168   2nd   227   3rd   290 

mailto:pta@gravesendgrammar.eu


Term 1  Starts:  Monday, 5th September 2016 
      Year 7 Familiarisation Day 
      Tuesday, 6th September 2016 – Teaching starts for whole School  
   Finishes:  Friday, 21st October 2016 
 
Term 2  Starts:  Monday, 31st October 2016 
   Finishes:  Wednesday, 21st December 2016  
 
Term 3  Starts:  Tuesday, 3rd January 2017 
   Finishes:  Thursday, 9th February 2017     
 
Term 4  Starts:  Monday, 20th February 2017 
   Finishes:  Tuesday, 4th April 2017     
 
Term 5  Starts:  Tuesday, 18th April 2017 
   Finishes:  Friday, 26th May 2017 
 
Term 6  Starts:  Monday, 5th June 2017 
   Finishes:  Friday, 14th July 2017  

TERM DATES FOR ACADEMIC YEAR 2016—2017 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Monday, 5th September   Staff return to School 
      Year 7 students’ Familiarisation Day 
Tuesday, 6th September   START OF TERM 1 (WEEK ONE) 
Thursday, 15th September  6th form Parents’ and Students’ Evening 
Friday, 23rd September   Year 12 course change deadline 
Monday, 10th October   Year 7 Tutor consultation this week—date TBA 
Monday, 17th October   Prospective Year 7 Open Morning 09:00—11:30 
Tuesday, 18th October   Prospective Year 7 Open Morning 09:30—11:30 
Wednesday, 19th October  Prospective Year 7 Open Morning 09:30—11:30 
      Prospective Year 7 Open Evening 19:00—21:30 
Friday, 21st October   LAST DAY OF TERM 1 
Monday, 31st October   START OF TERM 2 (WEEK 2) 
Monday, 21st November   Year 11 Chances and Choices (C/D) 
Monday, 28th November   Year 11 Chances and Choices (H/F) 
Thursday, 1st December   Colours Awards  
Monday, 5th December   Year 11 Chances and Choices (S/T) 
Wednesday, 7th December - 
   Friday, 9th December  Christmas Production—Elf Jr 
Tuesday, 13th December   Carol Service at St George’s Church 
Wednesday, 21st December  LAST DAY OF TERM 2 
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Answer to Maths Challenge: 

Outer Circumference =  
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