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Despite some cold and windy conditions 

Gravesend Grammar School once again 

hosted the Kent Senior and Under 15 

Sevens competitions.  There was some 

exciting and competitive rugby played 

and the senior event was enhanced by 

the presence of a senior royal.  The heli-

copter being used by Princess Anne, the 

Princess Royal, landed at the top of our 

playing fields on her way to visit the Met-

ropolitan Police facility in Gravesend.   

On her return journey she stopped for a 

quick chat and thanked the School for 

the use of our facilities and commented 

the quality of the rugby.  I am sure the 

schools attending the sevens were im-

pressed with our visitor’s presence at 

GGS. 

The School received more good news 

earlier this term when we were given a 

Pupil Premium Award.  This recognises 

the progress made, over their time in 

school, by our students who a receive 

pupil premium and is given to schools 

regionally, and ultimately nationally.  

Only one other school in Kent received a 

regional award and only just over a hun-

dred in the whole country. 

As I sit and write this the Chancellor of 

the Exchequer has just made his budget 

announcement regarding schools.  As 

always, where GGS leads, others follow.  

Our decision to become an Academy 

several years ago is now going to be the 

way forward for all schools.  It also ap-

pears that this decision may lead, in the 

medium-term, to an expansion of our 

own Academy Trust as other schools 

whose hand is being forced may look to 

an establish local trust for help and sup-

port. 

“Our House” seemed doomed to fall 

down before the building was complete 

when Mrs Lee-Grey became ill during the 

early stages of rehearsal for the show 

she had chosen for our production this 

year and Mr Miranda had to spend time 

away doing his other job as a multi-

media superstar.  Fortunately for us, Mr 

David Bedward was able to come to our 

aid and join Mr Annable to complete 

“Our House”. The end product was very 

well worth all the heartache and hard 

work and we have been fortunate to see 

a “professional” and slick show.  Older 

members of the audience were singing 

away to the ska rhythms of the Madness 

tunes of days of yore as the cast gave an 

energetic and tuneful performance. 

GSW 

 

Mr Wybar greets HRH, Princess Anne 

The cast and band of ‘Our House’ 



STAFF NEWS 

WELCOME to Mrs Foulds who has joined the Maths Department.  CONGRATULATIONS  to Mr Bedward who, whilst only with 
us for a short time, has made a significant contribution to the Our House production, despite the birth of his second child. 

OUTGOING HEAD STUDENT, Govindrai 

Cheema, writes: 

It is more than apparent that these last 
two terms have been extremely busy, 
and half term was well deserved by all 
the students, whose determination in 
the classroom has only increased when 
faced with the workload of this particular 
time of year.  

Something that sets apart GGS from oth-
er schools, is the various opportunities 
and trips that students can experience. 
From visits to the Bank of England Muse-
um in London, for the economists of 6th 
form and those who wish to perhaps one 
day pursue a career in finance, to the 
Physics department taking  students to 
Switzerland to CERN; it is clear the range 
of trips available for the students is still 
as vast as ever. It is also fantastic to hear 
that the interest and enthusiasm of the 
students at such trips only enhanced 
their enjoyable yet, educational experi-
ences. The amazing performances of the 
Year 7s, inspired by the work of Dickens, 

showed how talented the whole year 
was in displaying their acting skills at this 
year’s Dickens festival. It was superb to 
see that despite being the youngest 
members of the school, they were still 
able to perform and conduct themselves 
as professionals and also be very con-
vincing in their roles. 

Last term was also filled with various 
options evenings for different years as 
well as the Open Evening for prospective 
Year 12s, and it goes without saying that 
the efforts of all those who contributed 
on that night were much appreciated 
and the 6th form in particular showed 
why they are a credit to the school. The 
help of the prefects on such nights was 
also notable, they are all learning about 
their new roles and continuing to make 
such evenings successful.  

With only a short time left before the 
new Head Student Team is elected, I 
must take this opportunity to express my 
gratitude to all the staff who have 
worked closely with the team and guided 

us in the right direction. There have been 
so many members of staff who have 
been kind enough to commit their time 
and effort into ensuring our lives were 
made easier, particularly Mrs Storey, 
who has been nothing but kind and help-
ful to us throughout the last year. A spe-
cial thanks to Mrs Carmody, who has 
been caring and diligent allowing us to 
operate smoothly and effectively, and 
Mr Dunne who has been with us every 
step of the way, allowing us develop and 
understand our roles. 

It has been both an honour and a privi-
lege to have been able to serve Graves-
end Grammar School as its Head Stu-
dent, and I speak on behalf of all the 
team when I say, we are appreciative for 
all the experiences and lessons we have 
learned, and hope we have played our 
part in ensuring that the high standards 
here at GGS have been maintained and 
upheld. 

Govindrai Cheema 
Head Student 2015—2016 

HEAD STUDENTS’ REPORTS 

The Gravesend Grammar School Acade-
mies Trust and GGS Local Governing 
Body has a new Clerk.  Rita Cotterill was 
appointed in January 2016, following my 
resignation in December 2015 due to 
personal commitments.  I will, however, 
remain as School Office Manager and 
GGSAT Company Secretary.   

I was acting Clerk in early 2000 covering 
a colleague’s maternity leave and contin-
ued to clerk the GGS Governing Body 
Committees until I was appointed as 
Clerk to the Governors in October 2005.  
I enjoyed my time as Clerk when Gover-
nors were involved with many develop-
ments and changes within the school, 

including conversion to an Academy in 
2011, building of the Sanderson Centre 
and the link building and revisions to the 
curriculum etc. 
Please continue to send any correspond-
ence for the Clerk to the Governors to 
the School address. 
Janet Carmody 

A NEW CLERK TO GGSAT AND GGS LGB 

HEAD STUDENT 2016-2017, Ashraf Ali, writes: 

New Head Student, Ashraf Ali (seated), with dep-

uties (L-R Mete McCarthy, Finn Robinson-Jones, 

Rose Cavaney and Bobby Sulman) 
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Throughout the school I have wanted to 
make a difference and now being given 
the chance, I am absolutely hon-
oured.  As a pupil at the school I have 
seen how the school changes people for 
the better and I credit some of my 
achievements to it. 
As Head Student I will build upon the 
work of the previous team’s excellent 
work and perhaps in some cases reform-
ing some aspects accordingly to what is 

needed.  My team and I bring a range of 
skills and interest to the role and will be 
looking to enrich multiple areas of the 
school. We will be looking to give the 
students a voice and perhaps put their 
ideas into action (within reason of 
course).  Without meaning to sound too 
clichéd, we will make a difference. 
 
Ashraf Ali 
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REMINDER FOR PARENTS 

Parents should not drop students off outside the Main Building Reception or the top car park.  The dropping off area for stu-
dents is clearly signposted to the Turning Circle.  Please take extra care when dropping students off at busy times, particularly 
first thing in the morning and after school. 
Please also remind students that they should take care when crossing Rochester Road and use the pedestrian crossing only. 

This term we 
have been out 
and about 
getting first-
hand infor-
mation from 
Oxford and 

Cambridge universities.   
 
Our first trip was with a group of Physics 
students to Trinity College and Cavendish 
labs. In the morning we had a tour of the 
college and an insightful Q&A session 
with a group of undergraduate students 
which gave our year 12 group a taste of 
college life. We also had a talk on the 
collegiate system and admissions which 
explained the application process and 
outlined what they are looking for in 
their prospective undergraduates.  
 
After lunch we walked through Cam-
bridge to Cavendish Labs where the stu-
dents took part in a practical experiment 
involving a pendulum and then trialled a 
website designed to stretch their scien-
tific thinking and problem solving.  

The afternoon concluded with a short 
lecture looking at how you can drive a 
car upside down and the associated cal-
culations to make sure the driver sur-
vives the experience. All in all an in-
formative day.  
 
The second trip takes place later this 
week with a visit to the Oxbridge Confer-
ence at Epsom Downs Racecourse, a 
great opportunity for our students to get 
all the latest 
on the appli-
cation pro-
cess and 
how to 
stand out 
from the 
crowd. 
 
We have also spent time this term pre-
paring for the Year 12 Options evening . 
We had visiting speakers from Universi-
ties, former students, a gap year compa-
ny and representatives from business to 
speak about different aspects of appren-
ticeships. 

This is the second time we have run the 
event and it promises to be very in-
formative.  Additional items coming up in 
the Year 12 careers programme include 

the annual 
trip to the 
UCAS exhibi-
tion in June 
and the Year 
12 Careers 

Conference in July. This is also a good 
time of year to find out when university 
open days are and plan some visits, there 
are also still some taster courses availa-
ble which are a great way to show inter-
est in a subject when it comes to making 
your university application. For more 
details look out for email notifications, 
and postings in your Google Classroom.   

 

 

Jenny Douse 

Careers   

(dousej@gravesendgrammar.eu ) 

Careers News 

mailto:dousej@gravesendgrammar.eu


On 22nd February 2016, I and 10 other 
Year 12 students travelled to the Venue 
Hotel in Maidstone to compete in the 
BASE Accountancy and Finance Competi-
tion 2016. 
 

The day began with us being split into 
separate groups and, once familiarised, 
we were introduced to our mentors for 
the day who were all experts in the ac-
countancy and business world. From 
here, we were thrown straight into the 
deep end, being given three tasks to 
complete within strict time constraints, 
whilst also being judged by qualified 
ICAEW Accountants who would be deter-
mining the victors for the day’s event.  
 
During the day, we were given the op-
portunity to speak to top Accountants 
from some of the largest Accountancy 
firms in the UK, which allowed us to ask 
questions relating to what we should do 
in the future if we were interested in a 
career in finance and/or accountancy as 

well what they recommend concerning 
further education and their personal 
experiences.  
 
The tasks consisted of a business, in our 
case a shoe manufacturer, who had nu-
merous circumstances we had to find a 
solution to. These included: how to re-
spond to a cyber-attack on competitors; 
whether they should embark on a busi-
ness deal with a firm that does not have 
the same ethical view of their business 
and how to allow the business to grow 
and be profitable in the future.  
 
Overall, we had less than two hours to 
both analyse then present to the judges 
our summary of how the business should 
approach the circumstances they found 
themselves in. When presenting, the 
twelve teams at the event were divided 
into two separate groups: one Graves-
end team in the first group and the sec-
ond team in the other group.  
 
The presentations were only allowed to 
be four minutes long, and were stopped 
immediately if the group went over the 
time constraint, which subsequently hap-
pened to my group. Fortunately, this did 
not stop us, along with the other Graves-
end team, reaching the final of the com-
petition, along with 2 other teams from 
the day. The final involved the groups 
making their presentations again; how-

ever to a much larger audience and more 
judges with the judges moving off in an X
-factor like fashion to debate over who 
they believed should win the completion 
along with the runners-up. Unfortunate-
ly, we did not win, however the second 
Gravesend Team did come second which 
was a fantastic achievement, considering 
the calibre of the teams on the day. 
 
Overall, the day was a fantastic experi-
ence, which both I and the others on the 
day felt helped them massively in areas 
such as communicating as well as 
knowledge of what to do in the future. 
We all would like to thank Mrs Winnett 
for organising the day and Mrs Purdy for 
taking us and buying us McDonalds after-
wards! 
 
By Will Hoiles US2 

BASE COMPETITION 

Shrada Badiani, Dan Crisp, Bobby Suman, Alekh 
Basra, Solomon Sulamain, Sam Fairweather-Oates, 

Ryan Spellacey, Alex Walker, Cameron Holt, Wil-
liam Hoiles, Ekam Basra 

THE PASSENGER 
It is not often that one sits down to watch 
a car crash on a Friday afternoon, but this 
is exactly what happened on 4th March. 
The whole of Year 12 were invited to 
view a performance of ‘The Passenger’, 
an informative piece of live theatre that 
focuses on educating those learning to 
drive about the positive role they can 
play in car safety.  

 

The play was structured around the true 
story of Sami and Gary, two teenagers 
involved in a fatal car accident. Through-
out the performance, the talented actors 
interacted with the audience, offering 
personal accounts from the perspectives 
of the characters, as well as official news 
reports and statistics concerning the 
prevalence of road accidents among 
teenage drivers. All in all, this created an 
emotionally tense and immersive perfor-
mance that was highly effective at con-

veying the potential consequences of our 
actions as individuals. 

One of the most interesting aspects of 
the performance was the emphasis they 
placed on the role of the passenger in 
road safety, in accordance with the title 
of the play. By directly involving members 
of the audience, we were able to witness 
first hand some of the actions we could 
undertake to stay safe, such as not being 
distracting and removing distractions 
themselves. I was surprised to know that 
if you feel seriously unsafe as a passenger 
in a vehicle, then this is a perfectly valid 
reason to call the emergency services. 
Similarly, if passengers object to danger-
ous driving whilst it is occurring, then this 
is taken into account in any consequent 
court case. 

Overall, the performance was very engag-
ing and highly relevant. Many members 
of Year 12 are learning to drive, with 

some already having passed their tests, 
and ‘The Passenger’ was brilliant at com-
municating the risks that accompany driv-
ing and what can be done to reduce 
them.  

The emotional resonance of such a per-
sonal performance was especially good, 
as key messages were articulated in a 
way that made them memorable. Box 
Clever Theatre also boasted a trio of tal-
ented actors, whose passion and excel-
lent performances further contributed to 
the dramatic atmosphere of the play and 
the gravity of the issues it discussed.  

All in all, it was an enjoyable and informa-
tive experience that has most certainly 
been beneficial for all those in attend-
ance.  

Rosie Caveney 12UD1 
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On Monday 8th February, Year 9 stu-
dents watched a performance of 
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, per-
formed by Box Clever Theatre. The 
aim of watching the play was to help 
us boost our understanding of the 
classic play, which we had been stud-
ying in English, and to see how a 
modern director and actors might 
take on such a famous play. 

Perhaps the most remarkable part of 
the play was that the entire thing 
was performed with just three peo-
ple. There were two actors for Ro-
meo and Juliet, and one more who 
acted as a narrator but also played 
other characters such as the Nurse.  

The play was performed in the 
unique ‘in the round’ style of theatre. 
We, as the audience, sat around the 
stage which was set up in three parts 
with one platform of an increased 
height. This allowed the actors to 
emphasise certain parts of the play, 
like the Balcony Scene.  

The narrator got involved with the 
audience, asking them questions and 
getting up and close to them. This 
made me feel really engaged in what 
was going on, as if I was a part of the 
play itself and not just a spectator. 
The play was performed with a mod-
ern twist, changing parts of the dia-

logue to make them more relatable 
for us and entertaining. For example, 
the Nurse was played with a Caribbe-
an accent! I enjoyed the perfor-
mance as it was something different 
to the usual Shakespeare perfor-
mances. Many people feel Shake-
speare is outdated, but this play gave 
it a unique and refreshing new style 
which was much more enjoyable 
than most regular Shakespeare per-
formances and I feel it has helped in 
my understanding of the play. 

Flynn Gurney 9H  

 

On 8th February 2016, Year 9 
watched a spectacular performance 
of the classic Shakespearian play Ro-
meo and Juliet. 

At the end of the performance we 
had the opportunity to ask ques-
tions.  Two questions of particular 
interest were: 

Q: Is there anything you would like  
to change? 

A: One of the actors said that they 
would ideally like to change the 
set-up (three actors) and have 
someone play the music at the 
right time instead of them having 
to do it on stage with a tablet/
iPad. 

Q: Are you happy with the production 
layout? 

A: They all agreed that they would 
keep the setting the same, with 
two platforms at about knee 
height and the other in the middle 
of the two at about shoulder 
height. I think that they may have 
seen this to work well as it is easy 
to assemble; perfect for a ‘touring’ 
performance, and it was great for 
emphasis on certain characters 
such as Juliet in the balcony scene. 

The actors then got the audience in-
volved with multiple activities such as 
taking part in one of the scenes, say-
ing the lines and dancing along. Then 
they did an activity that tested how 
far the participants would go in the 
name of friendship and what they 
would do in certain situations - I must 
say that this was very interesting as 
some of my friends took part! 

This play I feel sparked an interest in 
the audience and I think modern ad-
aptations will be very popular for 
younger students to get them en-
gaged and involved in learning. 

Henry Cross 9H 

ROMEO, OH ROMEO…. 
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On 8th March there was an optional 
trip to go to a Jack the Ripper tour in 
London, and 47 pupils from Year 8 
attended this trip. The night started 
by the two separate groups meeting 
their tour guides.  From there we 

went on separate routes to the loca-
tions in which the victims were 
found. Throughout the trip the tour 
guides were very helpful: we could 
ask any questions and they would do 
their best to answer them. My fa-
vourite aspect was the pictures they 
showed us, some showed what the 
streets looked like back in Victorian 
times. We found out lots of new facts 
about Jack the Ripper. Whilst walking 
this route through Whitechapel we 
were told the list of suspects and dis-
cussed this throughout the night. We 
slowly deduced people who couldn't 

have done it until, at the end, our 
tour guide told us the name of the 
suspect who has the most connec-
tions to Jack the Ripper.  

As well as the historical aspect of the 
trip, we also got to explore London 
and we saw monuments such as the 
The Gherkin and The Shard. Overall it 
was an amazing trip, my friends and I 
agreed it was very interesting and 
helped us put our studies into con-
text. 

 
Cameron Carr 8S  

JACK THE RIPPER 



THE EU—IN OR OUT? 
On Thursday 23rd June, the electorate of the United Kingdom will take to the ballot boxes over 
the controversial issue of Britain's membership of the European Union in a referendum. A refer-
endum is an example of direct democracy, where the people get to vote directly on the issues 
that will affect them - but many people seem to not know what the whole fuss is about. As part of 
a sixth form enrichment session, students in year 12 and 13 took part in a presentation and de-
bate with a member of the Socialist Movement for Europe. The students were incredibly engaged 
with the presentation, with the question and answer session resulting in two separate arguments 
- a case to remain in the EU, and a case to leave the EU, or 'Brexit' as it is commonly known.  Ryan 
Spellacey (UC3) and Sam Crabtree (UC1) 

IN? 
 

Unless you’ve been living 
under a rock, you’ll know 
that David Cameron has 
set an EU referendum 
date for 23rd June of this 
year. With only those 
aged 18 and over al-
lowed to vote, this is ra-
ther annoying for 17 year
-olds such as ourselves, 
as we’ll be the people to 
bear the brunt of this 
huge decision if we 
leave. However, we’re 
still entitled to opinions, 
whether or not we get to 
use them, and we feel  
the UK simply must stay 
in the EU for the sake of 
our workforce, our trade 
and our law. 
 
Many people who are in 
opposition to the idea of 
the EU, will often remark 
how EU and UK law is 
intrinsically linked. Hav-
ing the EU dictate our 
laws leads to one thing: a 
deterioration of British 
sovereignty. However, 
this is simply untrue. The 
best estimate for the 
percentage of UK which 
are shared with the EU 
laws is 9-14% (published 
in House of Commons 
Library by Vaughne Mil-

ler); however, many of 
these laws are ones 
which were already ei-
ther in the process of 
being passed or in the 
initial planning process, it 
less than 5% of UK law 
which was put forward 
by the EU alone. The UK 
easily has the most sov-
ereignty of any member; 
laws which the UK are 
averse to are often either 
completely repealed or 
adjusted, such as the 
UK’s exemption from the 
Euro currency or the opt 
out of the Schengen 
Agreement.   
 
Another point of consid-
erable controversy is 
over how the EU alleged-
ly allows mass immigra-
tion into the UK, from all 
over Europe. There are 
genuine fears amongst a 
worrying proportion of 
our population that mil-
lions are here and 
“they’re coming to take 
our jobs”. Recent figures 
may have worried some; 
according to an Oxford 
University-sponsored 
website, it is estimated 
that 3 million people 
born in the EU are now 
residents here, which 
granted is quite a large 

figure. However, bearing 
in mind that the UK pop-
ulation is 64 million, that 
constitutes just 4.7% of 
our total population. The 
website also estimates 
that of those 3 million 
people, 1.9 million are 
part of our active work-
force. With a current to-
tal UK workforce of over 
33 million (according to 
ONS), that again only 
constitutes 6.1% of our 
active workforce. Only 
5% of the UK is defined 
as ‘unemployed’ (people 
of working age), and less 
that half of those receive 
Jobseekers Allowance. So 
those who say “they’re 
taking our jobs” are 
simply completely mis-
led. Besides, what hap-
pened to national pride? 
Surely we should be hon-
oured they have chosen 
to leave behind their 
families and their liveli-
hoods to move here in 
search of a better life? 
The UK should be proud 
of its multiculturalism, 
caused solely by migra-
tion, not seeking to de-
stroy it. 
 
There are overwhelming 
pull-factors for any coun-
try to stay within the EU 

especially the UK with its 
heightened bargaining 
powers within the EU; 
and its economy which 
relies so heavily on Euro-
pean trade. The Office 
for National Statistics in 
their recent ‘UK Trade 
Statistical Bulletin’ con-
cluded that 52% of all UK 
trade occurs within EU, if 
the old pre-EU tax levels 
were sanctioned this 
would mean business 
owners and traders 
would pay a huge in-
crease on imported 
goods, which would 
affect all businesses big 
and small. Secondly the 
huge new level of bu-
reaucracy brought about 
by stricter checks on im-
ported goods would be 
so cumbersome for all 
involved. The EU makes 
sure that the UK and the 
majority of Europe are in 
contact with one anoth-
er, so that as one unit we 
can work together to 
solve issues larger than 
the national level. Simply 
put, the EU is one of the 
greatest political allianc-
es, and we would be idi-
ots to leave.  
 
Alex Walker 12UD3 and  
Charley Nettleingham-Ryan, 
12US1 
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Unfortunately, although the 
speaker for the EU talk was some-
what enlightening in terms of rea-
sons to remain in the EU, he failed 
to point out extremely important 
reasons for leaving the EU. The 
“In” campaigners have pushed the 
idea of losing the benefits of the 
EU’s free trading market and how 
that would greatly impact UK 
businesses trading in Europe. 
However what they fail to men-
tion is our friends in Norway are 
part of the same trading ground 
without being a member of the 
EU and being subjected to all 
manner of costs and laws. The 
Norwegians do this through being 
part of the “European Economic 
Area”, which ensures that it has 
access to the free market, but can 
be free of EU regulations regard-
ing agriculture, fishing and courts 
of justice.  This is essentially a 
semi-free trade agreement which 
would give Britain the fiscal bene-
fits without a binding member-
ship to the EU; that includes a 
huge sum per annum just to be  
part of it.  In addition to this the 
EU is not the only trading floor 
that the UK is a part of.  The mas-
sive World Trade Organisation, of 
which we are a member, has 
broader horizons for the UK fiscal-
ly, in that we can build a better 
relationship with developing 
countries such as India, China and 
Brazil; who in 50 years will be the 

economic leaders of this world. If 
anything leaving the EU would 
free up Britain to be more inde-
pendent and establish itself in the 
World Trade Organisation. 

“Northern Ireland will leave the 
UK if we leave the EU” – a warn-
ing from our guest speaker. This 
scaremongering tactic has been 
used time and time again by ’in’ 
campaigners to try and get Britain 
to vote to stay. However, when 
making such a massive decision, 
we must deal in facts, not idle 
speculation. Membership of the 
EU costs Britain a whopping £18 
billion however, we get an instant 
£5 billion rebate and approxi-
mately £4.5 billion of the EU 
budget is spent in the UK.  There-
fore our net contribution to the 
EU is still a fairly mind blowing 
£8.5 billion a year. Just one year 
outside the EU would give the 
NHS all the money it needed to 
solve its growing problems, an-
other year outside the EU would 
allow for more investments in ed-
ucation, social policy, wages and 
tax credits and rebates. The fact 
is, an extra £8.5 Billion floating 
around in our economy would al-
low the Government to make a 
much bigger positive impact on 
Britain and would help to begin 
finding solutions to the many in-
ternal problems Britain faces. In-
stead, the money is spent on bail-
ing out countries like Spain and 

Greece as well as being used to 
provide safe passage into the 
Schengen area for immigrants 
fleeing the crisis in Syria. I am of 
the view that before we can even 
begin to start helping mass 
amounts of people living abroad – 
we must first solve the internal 
problems of our country and leav-
ing the EU would put us on the 
correct path to recovery. 

  

Another main issue is Parliamen-
tary sovereignty. Currently, any 
laws passed in Brussels overrule 
any laws made in Westminster – 
completely undermining the sov-
ereignty of the British Parliament 
and therefore, the British People. 
A V Dicey once said “there are on-
ly two things holding up Britain’s 
constitution; the Rule of Law, and 
Parliamentary Sovereignty”. Par-
liamentary sovereignty has been 
clearly undermined by the Euro-
pean Parliament, leaving Britain’s 
uncodified constitution ready to 
crumble – the only way we can 
save it, is by leaving the EU and 
regaining our sovereignty.   

 

Jevan Sidhu 12UT3 and 

Robbie Smithers-Halberg 12US3 

The two sides of the argument give very different positives and negatives for the future of the United Kingdom. Whatever hap-
pens on 23rd June, it is sure to be something that impacts on future generations to come. Perhaps the most frustrating thing is 
that those generations that it affects most will not be able to vote - the vote is only open to those that are over 18. Despite 
this, it is good to see political engagement from students who will be the future electorate. Which way would you vote? One 
thing is for sure, it certainly seems that each side is guilty of 'scaremongering', and the electorate need some cold, hard facts to 
base their decision on.  Ryan Spellacey (UC3) and Sam Crabtree (UC1) 

OR OUT? 

Disclaimer—the views expressed in these articles are those of the students and not necessarily the views of the Gravesend 

Grammar School or its staff. 
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SKIING 

Our annual skiing trip to the Aosta 
Valley in Italy was eagerly awaited by 
45 students and five staff, amidst 
tales of massive snow falls from our 
drivers, Steve and Phil, who had re-
cently returned to the UK with anoth-
er school trip.  Unusually, the trip 
was taking place in February rather 
than April. 
 
After an uneventful journey and the 
chaos of boot and ski fit (which 
somehow works!), it was off to a piz-
zeria for a welcome lunch and to ex-
plore a little of the old town of Aosta. 

It was then time to settle into our 
hotel, conveniently situated just 
walking distance from the main ski 
lift—something new for us as in pre-
vious years the hotels are usually sit-
uated a coach ride away. 
 
The first day’s skiing took place in 
near perfect conditions—deep fresh 
snow, perfectly groomed pistes and 
plenty of sunshine.  Beginners found 
their snow legs, intermediates reac-
quainted themselves with muscles 
long since forgotten about, whilst the 
advanced group of skiers put as 
many kilometres of piste under their 
skis as possible.  Exhilarated by our 
first day’s skiing, our first evening 
entertainment was ice skating.  It 
was here our only injury of the holi-
day happened, bravely borne by the 
unfortunate student, who had the 
dubious pleasure of three nights in 
hospital with a broken arm requiring 
surgery. 
 
Day two saw some light snow falling 

but progress was made by all, judging 
by the tales over the dinner table in 
the evening.  Beginners soon became 
‘old hands’ and the more proficient 
skiers were making good use of apps 

available to record their speeds and 
the distances skied.  A visit to a pizze-
ria in the evening saw huge quanti-
ties of pizza consumed. 
 
Wednesday was slightly cloudy and 
grey but beginners were moving up 
to the more advanced slopes and 
realising the size of the skiable area 
in Pila.  Their aim was to conquer 
‘The Wall’, a black run much talked 
about by the more advanced skiers—
a little ambitious for beginners—
perhaps next year!  Competition for 
the ‘Stack It Jacket’ was keen for 
some or to be avoided at all costs by 

others but it helps pick out our 
groups on the mountain.  All the 
groups managed some time in the 
snow park and saw skilled skiers and 
boarders alike showing off their 
jumps.  Their own efforts weren’t 
always successful. 
 
We continued to have amazing con-
ditions and considering it was half-

term both in the UK and Italy the 
slopes were relatively uncrowded. 
 
We added bowling, a disco and our 
own presentation evening to the pro-
gramme of entertainment.  Room 
inspection one evening revealed 
some interesting storage solutions 
from students whilst others surprised 
us by being incredibly neat and tidy—
really! 
 

Another successful ski trip to the Ao-
sta Valley.   
 
Next year’s ski trips to America in 
February and La Thuile in Italy are 
already full but look out for details of 
the April 2018 trip to Italy which will 
be given in the Autumn.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Best Skier: James Howard 
Best Advanced Skier: James Wood 
Best Intermediate Skier: Tom Monk 
Best Beginner Skier: Riley Goatham 
 
HJH 
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On Wednesday 2nd March, eight Year 10 
students were taken to Cobham Hall to 
take part in The Further Mathematics 
Support Programme’s “Maths Feast”. 
Gravesend took two teams:  Matt Taylor 
10H, Jagveer Kahlon 10H, Dylan Khakh 
10S and Leondro Lio 10C made up Team 
A, whilst Tom Runting 10F, Mat Omnou 
10D, Jameel Ahmad 10D and James 
Scrase 10D made up Team B.  
 

The first round 
consisted of a 
series of true or 
false state-
ments about 
seven given 
topics, requiring 
the use of logic 
and teamwork. 
Team B came 
out top overall 
in this round, 

getting off to a good start. Next up was a 

countdown round, where 6 numbers are 
given to you and you may only use addi-
tion, subtraction and multiplication to 
reach a much larger number. This proved 
tricky for both teams, the lowest scoring 
round of all. The third round was the 
‘main course’, where teams were given 
an information sheet about the Further 
Maths topic of complex numbers. After 
studying the sheet, 4 questions had to be 
answered on this topic. After getting to 
grips with this concept, both teams 
scored reasonably well.  
 
Another part of the main course was 
pentominoes, a shape made up of 5 
squares touching along the edges. The 
challenge was to find all of the pentom-
inoes, tessellate them onto two grids 
before seeing how many squares they 
could surround. Team A scored their best 
in this round, with team B struggling with 
time pressure. Onto the final round, this 
consisted of a relay within teams, split 

into pairs; each pair had a question 
whose answer became the input for the 

other’s ques-
tion and vice-
versa. Once 
again, Team B 
came out on 
top with a 
score of 18/20.  
 
Overall the 
event gave an 
insight into 
what was to be 

expected in A-Level Mathematics, and 
I’m sure many of the students fell in love 
with maths (all over again for some). 
Team B achieved a respectable second, 
whilst Team A came towards the top 
with a solid fifth place.  
 
Tom Runting 10F 

MATHS FEAST 
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ARE YOU A SPEAKER OF FRENCH OR SPANISH? 

If you are a native (or fluent?) speaker and have some time to devote, then why not 

consider helping the School as a Language Assistant?  From September you will be 

working with small groups of students or individuals to build confidence in their use of 

language. 

 

This could be a paid or a voluntary role.   

Please contact Mrs Dunne for more information: dunnel@gravesendgrammar.eu 

SPANISH REVISION  
SESSIONS 
 
Wednesday, 6th April 
(ABL) 
Focus:  Listening Skills 
09:30—10:30—Higher 
Tier 
10:30—11:30—

Foundation 

Wednesday, 6th April 

(JLL 

Year 12 and 13 revision 

session  09:30 and 11:30.  

FRENCH REVISION SESSIONS 

Tuesday, 5th April  

09:30—12:30 

Expanding key topic-specific vocabulary learning (09.30 – 10.20) 
Practising Listening Skills – Foundation and Higher (10.30 – 11.20) 
Practising Reading Skills – Foundation and Higher (11.30 – 12.20 + summing up until 12.30) 

MATHS CHALLENGE 

Answer on back page 



Vesuvius 

Panthe-

Ostia 

Antica 

(Rome’s 

Port) 

The Forum 

Spanish Steps 

Trevi Fountain 

House of 

the Myster-

ies, Pompeii 
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St Peter’s 

Herculaneum 

Jellyfish spotting in Sorrento 

The Vatican 
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GGS CHINA 2016 EXPEDITION—TRAINING IN WALES 4TH—6TH MARCH 
At the beginning of March, three teams 
descended onto the Welsh countryside to 
train for the forthcoming month-long 
GGS expedition to China, departing in 
mid-July. The ages of the participants 
range from 15 to 18, plus six members of 
staff from a range of subjects in the 
school. During the expedition the three 
teams will all follow different itineraries 
they have chosen, though most include 
visiting the Great Wall of China and 
Tiananmen Square, along with a week 
long trek around and up a number of the 
Three Sisters mountains. 
The weekend consisted of sleeping in 
tents, cooking (edible) food for them-
selves using trangias (camping stoves), 
testing out the kit the members had and 
experiencing what harsh conditions may 
be encountered whilst trekking up moun-
tains in China. The training took place at 
the Outdoor education centre in Long-

town, Herefordshire. Good observers 
may realise that Herefordshire is not in 
Wales, but on the Saturday all the groups 
entered the beautiful Brecon Beacons for 
a day of walking, just crossing the border 
into Wales.  
The weather was fine as the teams set off 
in the late morning to climb the peaks 
and see the stunning views, but as the 
day went on the conditions got more 
formidable as they tend to do in Wales, 
with snow storms obstructing views as 
low as 100m away, and knee deep snow 
in most places, causing many boots to get 
wet and making lunch a difficult task. 
Dinner on both Friday and Saturday was a 
success for some of the teams, and not 
so much for others. There was curry, pas-
ta and some food which wasn’t so recog-
nisable, but all ate. It was pretty cold all 
weekend, but refuge could be found in 
the “drying room”, the only warm place 

on site. Some students did comment 
however that there won’t be a drying 
room at 5000m in China! Despite harsh 
conditions, very few moans and groans 
came from the teams, but everyone was 
a lot more prepared for the real expedi-
tion to China than they were before the 
weekend.  
On Sunday all that was left to do was to 
pack the tents away and place all the 
rucksacks back into the van, before 
spending a final few hours with the expe-
dition leaders to go over final details of 
the expedition, admin and first aid proce-
dure on the expedition. After this GGS 
departed and began the long and smooth 
drive home.  
 
Nick Burridge 13UH1 

On Tuesday, 22 March, 30 Year 10 and 
Year 11 students from Gravesend Gram-
mar School were awarded their Bronze 
DofE certificates at the annual DofE 
Presentation Evening at The Woodwille 
Halls in Gravesend. The Deputy Lieuten-
ant of Kent (Gravesham), Dr. Bhargawa 
Vasudaven, was the special guest of hon-
our and he presented the certificates to 
the participants. Also present at the even-
ing were the Mayor of Gravesend, Coun-

cillor Michael Wenban and Councillor 
Jordan Meade. 
The DofE team at Gravesend Grammar 
School is incredibly proud of the students 
who have achieved their Bronze DofE. It 
is clearly evident that their hard work 
over the past 18 months has paid off, and 
they should be immensely proud of the 
achievement. Of the 30 students, eight of 
them have now signed up to continue 
their journey with the Silver DofE. 
 
A special mention goes to one of our ex-
students, Ben Robins, who has recently 
achieved his Gold DofE. Massive congrat-
ulations to him and his family for this 
amazing achievement! I am sure he is 
very much looking forward to the Gold 
Award Presentation at St. James’ Palace 
in the not-so-distant future. 
 
In other news, the current Year 9 Bronze 
and Year 10 Silver DofE participants are 
busy planning their routes for the upcom-
ing Practice Expeditions. As part of the 

DofE, it is their responsibility to plan the 
entire expedition, from planning the 
routes, to planning the meals during the 
weekend. Let’s hope that the upcoming 
expeditions will be a great success once 
again. Let’s hope that the forthcoming 
expeditions will be a great success once 
again – as long as the weather plays nice-
ly! 
 
Finally, I would like to offer my sincere 
thanks to all of the staff who have given 
up their time and worked tirelessly with 
the participants in the last few months: 
Mr Bews, Mr Foster, Mr Haves, Mr Jes-
son, Mr Newman, Mr Townsend and Mr 
Matthew Ward). I say this time and time 
again but without their help the DofE at 
Gravesend Grammar School would not be 
what it is today. 

 
KKP 

BRONZE DOE—TERM 4 UPDATE 



On Tuesday 15th March the Year 9 rugby 7s team went to Dartford Grammar School to participate in the U14 Kent 
7’s competition, and defend their Kent title from last year. Having reached the final in a warm up tournament at 
Beth Grammar school (losing to a conversion in the last play in the game the previous week), expectations were 
high. Unfortunately they lost all three games and were knocked out of the tournament in the pool stage! Some-
times in sport games do not go your way and this will now be a test of character for the team to see how they re-
sponded in the National 7s competition at Rosslyn Park.   SET 

RUGBY 
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U15 Kent 7s - Thursday 3rd March 

The team entered the tournament in 
high spirits having had a successful 
15-a-side season. Our group consist-
ed of Wilmington Grammar School, 
Skinners, Langley Park and Maid-
stone Grammar School. We knew it 
was going to be difficult but an open-
ing match against Wilmington would 
ease ourselves into the tournament. 

The match was tough from the start 
with Wilmington having some big 
physical runners. We, despite being 
rusty, managed to cope with this and 
ran out 17 - 12 winners, much to Mr 
Burton's relief. Our next two matches 
on paper were going to be the hard-
est fixtures and first up was Skinners. 
The boys were excellent in defence, 
improving greatly from match 1.  
Skinners finished with a 17 - 5 win. 
Our match against Langley Park must 
have been one of the games of the 
day. We raced into a 19 - 0 lead at 
half time but unfortunately could not 

hold it together at the start of the 
second half. Very quickly, Langley 
Park overhauled our lead and they 
themselves moved into a 30 - 19 
lead. You would normally expect a 
side to capitulate and fall apart when 
faced with such a swing: however our 
boys showed great resilience and 
clawed their way back into the game. 
With seconds left we scrambled over 
the line to leave the scores at 29 - 30 
in favour of Langley Park. Unfortu-
nately the conversion was out as it 
slipped agonisingly wide. The Langley 
Park match took a lot out of the 
squad and our last group match 
against Maidstone Grammar School 
was tough. Maidstone were eventual 
winners 21 - 7. We can take some 
heart from this result as Maidstone 
ended up tournament runners up! 

After the group, we progressed 
through to the Plate Quarter-Final, 
where we faced Norton Knatchbull 
School. We ultimately proved to be 
too strong running in a number of 

tries, including four for Ethan Wil-
liams (10F), with the final score of 33 
- 19. This led onto the Plate Semi-
Final, where a strong Kings Canter-
bury side awaited us. This was defi-
nitely one game too far. We were 
down to nine fit players and they 
were all dead on their feet. The final 
score was 35 - 10. 

I was really proud of the perfor-
mance of all the boys, they were all a 
credit to the School. 

Tries were scored by; Zac Filmer 
(10C) x 9, Ethan Williams x 5, Joe 
Bettey (10H) x 1, Ned Warren (10F) x 
1, Andrew Cooke (10F) x 1. Zac Filmer 
converted 8 of the tries. 

SAB 

U14 Kent 7s—15th March 

On Thursday 10th March, along with 
Mr Gray, 11 U16 boys went to Sutton 
Valence for the Kent Schools 7s com-
petition where we were placed in a 
somewhat difficult group with last 
year’s champions The Judd School, St 
Olaves, Kings Canterbury, Sevenoaks 
and Bennett Memorial. 

A shaky start to the competition with 
a few errors led to our first game 
against The Judd School unfortunate-
ly being a loss. As the day progressed 
we sought out our strengths in 7s 
with some quite impressive kicks and 

charge downs. 

By far our best performance as a 
team was against Sevenoaks, where 
we lost out narrowly by 2 points! This 
ludicrous loss left us with one match 
to go and sight of proceeding to the 
quarter finals bleak.  

Our final match against Bennett Me-
morial, I believe is where we showed 
our true Gravesend sprint; charging 
forward at every ruck, never leaving 
a man unmarked and going to un-
foreseen lengths to play for our 
badge and our teammates. A coura-
geous effort from all meant we came 
away with a spectacular win 28-15, 
all team tries well worked, the ball 

going through everyone’s hands be-
fore some brilliant tries. 

A huge thanks to our coaches Mr 
Cutting, Mr Gray and Rob Powell for 
training us this season in 15s rugby 
and in preparation for this 7s compe-
tition. 

Samraj Chahal   

U16 7s Captain 

Under 16s—10th March 



It was the time of year again when we 
send a team up to play in the all-day 
Rosslyn Park Sevens competition, with 
teams coming from all over England, 
Wales and Scotland. In comparison to 
some of the teams present we had a 
relatively short journey, and so we ar-
rived in good spirits ready to throw our-
selves against whatever challenges 
awaited.  
 
Our first was perhaps a bit too much of a 
challenge. Unfortunately we had not 
been drawn in the easiest of groups and 
our first game was against Eton. They 
were a very strong side and did not allow 
us to get into the game despite our best 
efforts. We were not helped by mistakes 
on our end and missed tackles and so 
they came out with a big win. 
 
After a quick turnaround we played 
Loughborough, I did say it wasn’t an easy 

group, and again we suffered a heavy 
loss. However it was a vast improvement 
from the last game and we managed to 
get some ball-in-hand and some go for-
ward but lacked the killer instinct so that 
we once again came away with nothing.  
 
With that game over we then had a two 
hour wait until our next fixture and so 
we had a bit of down time to watch the 
other games and explore the festival. 
Despite receiving a drumming in our first 
two games we remained in high spirits 
and were determined to put in good per-
formances in the last two games. Unfor-
tunately before we could play our penul-
timate game we received word that Ip-
stock, a team which had similar results to 
us, had dropped out and so Taunton 
would be our last game. 
  
For some of the older boys there it 
would be their last game and so we were 

determined to finish strong and with all 
of the year 13’s on the pitch. Putting in 
our strongest performance of the day we 
drew Taunton into a scrappy game dog-
ged with mistakes from both sides. Un-
fortunately once again we lacked the 
finishing touch, but Taunton did not and 
they won the game. Still it was really 
good to have a good performance and a 
bit of a laugh for some of the lads’ last 
ever game for the school. It was also 
good to see the younger lads (Tommy 
Barrett, Josh Sclanders, Josh Filmer, Ro-
han Paul and Hugh Bryant) continue 
their strong performances throughout 
the year and it is good to leave the squad 
knowing it is in safe hands. 
 
Robert Daniels 13UD1 

Under 14 National Schools 7s - 
Thursday 17th March 

The U14 rugby season came to a close 
with a trip to the National Schools 7s 
competition. This is a tournament where 
all the best schools from across the 
country, which include the likes of Mill-
field, Sedbergh and Tonbridge School. 

We arrived off the back of a humbling 
experience at the Kent 7s. Despite this 
we warmed up with confidence, ready 
to meet our first opponents, Blundell's, 
a Boarding School from Devon. We de-
fended well from the start and early 
pressure resulted in promising field po-
sition. Unfortunately as is often the case 
with 7s, one missed tackle led to a break 

away try and GGS being 0 - 7 down. 
From then on the game was all action 
with a further 7 tries being scored!!!! 
This all resulted in Blundell's needing a 
conversion, with the last kick of the 
game to seal victory. A superb kick from 
one of their best players saw a win for 
GGS slip through out finger tips. Final 
score GGS 26 - 28 Blundell's. 

Following the Blundell's match, we had 
a considerable wait until we met Gyfun 
Y Gwyndy. From kick off it was clear that 
they were not as good as our first oppo-
sition but tiredness and a couple of inju-
ries rocked us with the more physical 
Welsh school running out winners, 26 - 
7. Our final two pool matches were very 

difficult with an excellent Millfield side 
proving to strong, winning, 47 - 14 and 
London City Freeman's winning a rather 
one sided encounter, 69 - 0.  

Our last two games were a step to far 
for a team who were tired and suffering 
from injury. Despite this all the boys put 
on a fine display for GGS and enjoyed 
their day!!! 

Tries; Feran Abraham (9C) x 6 and Harri-
son Fish (9D) x 1 

Conversions: Oliver Perkins (9F) x 6 

 

SAB/SET 

Rosslyn Park Sevens U18s 

Wednesday 16th March 

A squad of 11 Year 10 players took part 
in the playing squad. The tournament 
began well with a good warm up for the 
first game against the hosts, DGS. The 
squad dug deep and opened the scoring 
with a break away try from Zac Filmer. 
The sides swapped scores throughout 
the first half until John Ogunsola finished 
off a slick passing move, sprinting under 
the posts to score. The team held on to 
there advantage to win, final score 33-
28. A narrow defeat against Judd School 

14-24 put pressure on the squad to get a 
result against St. Dunstan’s. An injury to 
John Ogunsola and Scott Higgins put the 
squad on the back foot and the game 
was lost when Dunstan’s capitalized on 
two errors; final score 7-26. 

The squad were then drawn against Wil-
mington for the plate semi-final. The 
Wilmington squad kept possession well 
and used there strength and pace out 
wide to draw away from Gravesend. Fi-

nal score 12-31. Good efforts from An-
drew Cooke and Connor Harris kept the 
squad in contention until tiredness 
kicked in during the second half. 
 
JF 

U15 Arthur Jones Invitational 
7s - Thursday 17th March 
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 Once again, Gravesend Gram-
mar School has exceeded expecta-
tions in the school nationals.  Having 
both the KS3 and KS4 teams make it 
through the Kent finals is a massive 
achievement.  The KS4 team narrow-
ly lost to the two finalists in Simon 
Langton Boys and Sevenoaks School.  
A very commendable effort can go to 
Michael Tate who managed to pick 
up 6 points from an U16 internation-
al player (the most scored by anyone 
on the day).  Losing in the semi-finals 
to Simon Langton (the eventual win-
ners), led to a 3rd/4th place play off 
with the Judd School, in which the 
team won 3-2 to come 3rd place in a 
tough group of schools, so congratu-
lations to Michael, George Williams, 
Parvaan Singh and Tom Monk for 
their excellent result. 
 The KS3 team however, went 
from strength to strength in the Kent 

Finals winning all their games with-
out losing a match.  The team of Ro-
han Shergill, Mark McLean, Oliver 
Webb and Thomas Ellerington 
(along with super-sub Oscar Powell) 
then took the semi-final, outplaying 
Sevenoaks School 5-0 before playing 
Simon Langton in the final.  The final 
proved a tougher challenge, but 
nothing that our boys couldn’t han-
dle. This match lead to the only game 
conceded throughout the whole day, 
leading to a 4-1 win and place at the 
South East final. 
 The South East finals were 
played at Surrey Sports Park.  We 
went there knowing that winning a 
single match would be tough.  
Watching the other schools warm up, 
we could see players that clearly re-
ceive daily coaching and play regular-
ly on the badminton circuit.  GGS 
went out for the first match and rAn 
out convincing winners 5-0.  Two 
tough matches followed against 
schools from Oxfordshire and Berk-
shire.  These provided sterner oppo-
sition with the team winning 3-2 on 
both occasions.  Notable results go to 
Rohan Shergill for his solid singles 
play along with some excellent dou-
bles play from Oliver and Thomas.  
This led us to the semi-final against a 

school with students twice the size 
(they certainly did not look like year 
9 students!).  Rohan and Mark put up 
excellent effort against these stu-
dents but unfortunately lost.  This 
left 3 games of doubles.  A win in the 
first two doubles games levelled the 
score with a close fought match for 
Oliver and Mark that led to a victory 
for GGS to put us in the final.  Unfor-
tunately this was as far as we went 
against a school with some highly 
rated young players in the country 
for their age group.  Although we lost 
all the games, we had some excellent 
games that were much closer than 
first thought. 
 I am very proud of the team 
for not only working well as individu-
als in their own games, but for work-
ing as a team by supporting each oth-
er and giving assistance and guidance 
when required.  To reach the final 
with some excellent players in other 
schools is a massive credit to their 
coach Tony Bridge, who has put 
countless hours in coaching all the 
above boys as a team and as individ-
uals.  I look forward to seeing how 
well both teams can progress next 
year. 
 
RJW 

250 Club numbers for February are 

1st —175  

2nd—233  

3rd—308 

Please contact me on ggs250club@hotmail.com if you have any changes with your membership details or any que-
ries . 
Claire Holmes 
250 Club Coordinator 

250 CLUB 

PTA NEWS 
The Annual General Meeting of the PTA will take place on Monday, 18th April 2016 at 7.00 pm, to  be followed by 
the monthly meeting.  If you would like to be involved with the PTA, just come along—we would be pleased to see 
you.  You can contact us on pta@gravesendgrammar.eu.  

Peter Williams 
Chair 

BADMINTON SCHOOL NATIONALS 
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Term 1  Starts:  Monday, 5th September 2016 
      Year 12/13 Transition Day (TBC) 
      Year 7 Familiarisation Day 
      Tuesday, 6th September 2016 – Teaching starts for whole School  
   Finishes:  Friday, 21st October 2016 
 
Term 2  Starts:  Monday, 31st October 2016 
   Finishes:  Wednesday, 21st December 2016  
 
Term 3  Starts:  Tuesday, 3rd January 2017 
   Finishes:  Thursday, 9th February 2017     
 
Term 4  Starts:  Monday, 20th February 2017 
   Finishes:  Tuesday, 4th April 2017     
 
Term 5  Starts:  Tuesday, 18th April 2017 
   Finishes:  Friday, 26th May 2017 
 
Term 6  Starts:  Monday, 5th June 2017 
   Finishes:  Friday, 14th July 2017  

TERM DATES FOR NEXT ACADEMIC YEAR 2016—2017 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2015—2016 

Thursday, 24th March     LAST DAY OF TERM 4 
Friday, 25th March      Good Friday  
        Yorkshire Walking Holiday 
Wednesday, 2nd April—Sunday, 6th April   Iceland Trip 
Monday, 11th April      FIRST DAY OF TERM 5 (WEEK 1) 
Wednesday, 13th April      Senior Prize Giving 
Tuesday, 26th April      Y7 Consultation 
Thursday, 28th April      Y7 Consultation 
Wednesday, 25th and Thursday,26th May  Year 7 River Darent 
Friday, 27th May      LAST DAY OF TERM 5 
Monday, 6th June      FIRST DAY OF TERM 6 (WEEK 1) 
Thursday, 9th June—Wednesday, 15th June  RONA Sailing trip 
Monday, 13th June—Friday, 17th June   Year 10 6th form Sampler Days 
Monday, 20th June      UCAS Exhibition Year 12 
Wednesday, 22nd June     Sponsored Walk 
Saturday, 25th June      Summer Festival 
Monday, 27th June      Y12 Relationships Day 
Tuesday, 28th June      Year 11 and Year 13 Clearance Day 
        Prospective New Year 7 Evening (September 17 intake) 
Wednesday, 29th June     Sports Day 
        Year 12 Taster Day for External Students 
Thursday, 30th June      Year 12 Taster Day 
        New Year 7 (September 16 intake) Parents’ Evening 
Friday, 1st July      New Year 7 (September 16 intake) Induction Day 
        Year 12 Taster Day 
Monday 4th—Friday, 7th July    Curriculum Development Week 
Wednesday, 13th July     Junior and Middle School Prize Giving 
Friday, 15th July      LAST TERM OF DAY 6 
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Answer to the Maths Challenge: 
Lower case:  dollop 
Upper case 
SWIMS 


