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Although this year saw a national 
decrease in some pass rates at 
both A level and GCSE our results 
have, especially at A level, bucked 
the trend and improved! More 
than 36% of A level grades 
attained were A* or A, and if you 
add in B grades the figure rises to 
an impressive 67+%.  More than 
21% of our students managed the 
magic figure of 3 A grades or 
better.  Again there was a 100% 
success rate at this level.  So, very 
well done to all those young peo-
ple who worked so hard for their 
grades and to the staff and fami-
lies that supported them! 

These results also meant that 
more students than ever were 
able to access places at the top, 
Russell Group, universities or fol-
low the routes that they had cho-
sen. 

At GCSE the number of top grades 
also went up slightly in a national 

context of falling standards, as did 
the quantity of “points” scored 
per exam entry. At a national level 
standards are being pegged back 
to combat what is regarded as 
grade inflation so for boys to keep 
improving their results is both 
pleasing and impressive. 

We have welcomed another six 
forms of entry to Year 7, who 
have settled in very well to their 
new surroundings, as well as 40 
new students into Year 12.  I hope 
that all these young people enjoy 
their time here, make the most of 
all the opportunities we have to 
offer and achieve all the things of 
which they are capable. 

Unfortunately the next stage of 
our building programme, to ex-
tend in between the “old” build-
ing and the Sports Hall, which 
would have seen the replacement 
of the Green Block, has not been 
funded by the DfE.  We will, how-
ever, be trying again this year and 
hope to be starting this project by 
the Summer of 2015. 

I hope that the students who cycle 
to school will have begun to make 
use of our new cycle sheds.  These 

seem to have been years in plan-
ning but they needed to be placed 
somewhere nearer the working 

part of the 
school where 
they can be 
seen. Now the 
building that 
links the old part 
of the school to 
the new is in 
place and there 

is no more development planned 
in this area, they have been locat-
ed in the space between Rooms 
208 and 203. 

I hope that this will encourage 
more students to ride to school 
rather than be driven! 
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AN INCREASE IN As AT A LEVEL! 



STAFF NEWS 

We welcome Mrs Blackman and 
Mrs McKee to our Catering 
Team. 

We also welcome Mr Stevens, 
our new Science Technician, Mr 
McCarthy, Student Mentor 
Chemistry, Mr Mitchell, our Dra-
ma Technician. 

Our Foreign Language Assistants 
have begun their six  months 
with us—Srta Saez Morcilla
(Spanish) is spending her second 
year with us and Mlle Sannier is 
our new French Assistante. 

We say goodbye to Mr Ennis, 
who is moving away from the ar-
ea and wish him good luck in his 
new career.  Earlier this term we 
said goodbye to Mr Jacobson, our 
Science Technician, and wished 
him luck as he returns to univer-
sity to study for his MA.  We also 
said goodbye to Mrs Hooper, a 
member of our Cleaning Team. 

We wish Mrs Harding, a long, 
happy and healthy retirement 
after 13 years in the Canteen 
(and for those with very long 
memories, the Tuck Shop!). 

Mrs Heath, our Lead Cover Su-
pervisor, moved to Norfolk over 
the summer break  and we wish 
her well in her new home. 

HEAD STUDENT’S REPORT 

First off, I must welcome all 
of our new Year 7s and 12s 
joining the school: I hope 
you’re all settling in well – it 
is here that you’ll find the 
highlight of the newsletter 
each term! Jokes aside, with 
Term 1 of the new school 
year almost over, it has be-
gun to dawn on me how 
quickly time is flying by – be-
ing in the final year at school 
is a terrifying thought!  

My fellow Year 13s and I are 
already working hard to-
wards our A2s – in addition 
to considering our choices 
for next year – which has left 
little time for Head Student 
Team duties! We have, how-
ever, had many discussions 
about the future of sporting 
teams and music in the 
school, as well as attending 
several governors’ meetings 
and arranging after-school 
events, such as the Open 
Evening and a highly success-
ful disco. In addition, after 

SECONDARY TRANSFER 

2015 
Parents can view and download 
the KKC booklet ‘Admission to 
Secondary Schools in Kent 2015’ 
from the KCC website: 
 
www.kent.gov.uk/
secondaryadmissions 

YOUNG PERSONS’ TRAVEL PASS 
If you show your pass to the driver on any Arriva bus in Kent, you 
can travel for no more than £1 for each single journey at the fol-
lowing times: 

 Before 6am on schooldays 

 After 7pm on schooldays 

 Any time at weekends 

 Any time during school holidays 

almost £1000 was raised in 
a recent non-uniform day, 
we’ve been considering 
how to go about further 
charity work during the 
year. The team and I would 
also like to appoint a new 
set of prefects from Year 
12 to begin in January, so 
this process will run during 
Term 2 – Year 12s, expect 
some emails from me in 
the near future! 

Whilst I’ve had a few 
strange requests this term 
– including being asked for 
a swimming pool, abolish-
ment of certain lessons 
and an odd petition to low-
er water prices around 
school – hopefully the 
team and I can implement 
a few more realistic chang-
es over the coming year. 

Robert Tucker 
Head Student 
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Communication 
We will be continuing to utilise InTouch 
as our main method of communication 
with parents.  To this end it is really im-
portant that you keep the school updat-
ed with changes to either your email 
address or your mobile.   

 
With the real time assessment and 
attendance information being published 
in My Child at School (MCAS), the grade 
cards will be modified to include a re-
minder of your login details on the 
bottom.  For students who joined the 
school in September, we will send your 
login details in TWO email messages.  
The first message will contain your 
unique username, and once you confirm 
receipt, we will send a second email 
message with your password.  It is con-
sidered good practice to distribute logins 
in this way from a data protection and 
security perspective.   
 

Website 
Thank you to those parents who replied 
to the questionnaire.  The suggestion of 
a GGS Jargon Buster has been imple-
mented and can be found in the “About 
Our School” section of the site (http://
gravesendgrammar.eu/about/).  At the 
Parents’ Forum meeting, there was a 
request for the PE extra-curricular offer-
ing to be better publicised, so that par-
ents are better informed.  In response to 
this, the PE staff have created a micro- 
site which includes information about 
the forthcoming fixtures and results.  
This site can be accessed at the web ad-
dress http://pe.gravesendgrammar.eu.  
This micro site is still in development.  
We are hoping that similar micro-sites 
will be developed for the other extra-
curricular activities we offer, such as 
Duke of Edinburgh Award. 
 
Digital Council 
It is hard to believe that a whole term 
has passed since the Year 7 joined the 

school.  Now that, 
hopefully, they are a 
little more settled they 
may want to apply to 
be a member of the 
Digital Council.  The 
Digital Council are a group of students, 
taken from all year groups, who help to 
set the strategy for the use of technology 
within the school.  If your son (or daugh-
ter) is interested in applying to join, then 
they should complete the form at this 
web – address (http://
form.jotformpro.com/
form/30311851302943)  .  Depending on 
the number of applicants the selection 
process will involve writing a brief evalu-
ation for a piece of software and an in-
terview.  There are currently four vacan-
cies for KS3 representatives as the previ-
ous representatives are all now in KS4.  
The closing date for applications is Friday 
7th Nov 2014. 

I can now confirm that we passed the 
reassessment for Investor in Careers in 
July.  

This assessment confirmed:  

“It is clear that there is a strong ethos of 
continual improvement and a commit-
ment to the Investor in Careers Stand-

ard.” 

The assessor concluded: 

“I believe that the Investor in Careers 
Standard has been maintained since the 
last re-assessment in 2011 and I recom-
mend renewal of the Award to Graves-

end Grammar School.” 

Thank you to all the staff and students 
who contributed to the assessment on 
the day. 

This term we have sent out the whole of 
Year 11 on work experience. Placements 
included IT, law, broadcasting, banking, 
healthcare, teaching and many more. 

Thank you to all parents for their support 
helping the boys to find placements and 
to attend them. The feedback from em-
ployers has been overwhelmingly posi-
tive and I look forward to reading the 
students’ reports of their experience. I 
anticipate that many of them will be eli-
gible for the work experience excellence 
award and they are all eligible to com-
pete for the work experience report 
prize. The deadline for both is Friday 28th 
November. 

This term we have also been busy send-
ing off UCAS applications for those apply-
ing to Oxford and Cambridge Universities 
and for courses in Medicine and Dentis-
try. The quality of applications so far has 
been excellent and we wish all our Year 
13s every success in forthcoming months 
as they attend interviews and await 
news of offers. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
remind everyone of the wide range of 

careers resources available in the Ca-
reers Room on Fronter. There are Ca-
reers software packages to help with 
research and guidance and links to useful 
websites. For those in Year 13 still pre-
paring their UCAS application there is 
advice on writing personal statements 
and Higher Ideas which generates de-
gree course options based on your A-
level subject combination. For those in 
Year 11 starting to think about post-16 
options, use the guidance resources to 
explore your options.  

Jenny Douse 

Careers 

(dousej@gravesendgrammar.eu ) 

 

eLEARNING AND INNOVATION—UPDATES 

 

Careers News 

GGS Newsletter                              Opportunity and Challenge in a Caring Environment   October 2014 

Page 3 

http://gravesendgrammar.eu/about/
http://gravesendgrammar.eu/about/
http://pe.gravesendgrammar.eu
http://form.jotformpro.com/form/30311851302943
http://form.jotformpro.com/form/30311851302943
http://form.jotformpro.com/form/30311851302943
mailto:dousej@gravesendgrammar.eu


After many weeks of working on differ-
ent aspects of making our film trailers, 
influenced by the famous story of Frank-
enstein’s Monster, the Year 8 students 
had a chance to show students, parents 
and staff their talents in film making. 
The students’ hard work in small groups, 
each taking the tasks of writing scripts, 
producing, acting, filming, and creating 

music for 
their trailers 
and final 
editing, had 
the chance 
to be show-
cased.  

On 12th June 
the Space was turned into a cinema for 

the prem-
ier show-
cases. 
Walking 
down the 
red carpet 
there was 
a chance 
to view 

the many students’ ‘self mutated por-

traits’ on show in the gallery.  Complete 
with a popcorn machine and drinks 
served by Year 8 helpers and the CREX 
staff. 

The evening was split into two halves to 
accommodate the many trailers, the 
first half was 8H, 8S and 8T, the second 
half was 8D, 8C and 8F. With a full house 
in both showings the trailers began. 
There was horror, screams, blood, vam-
pires and some very scary voices. The 
scenery was set around the school and 
filmed in black and white which gave 
some eerie scenes. Digital effects were 
used to give the trailers an amazing pro-
fessional finish. Editing a large amount 
of filming to a maximum 3 minute trailer 
was a huge task for the students but all 
were exceptional. With the audience 
applauding, the teachers had a tough 
task of choosing a winning group from 
each class and an overall winner from 
each half of the evening.  The first half 
winners were from 8H with their trailer 
‘The Pass’. The second half winners 
were a group from 8C with their trailer 
titled ‘The Dark’.  All winning groups 
were given an award made by the DT 

department, boasting a camera on a tri-
pod set on a wooden platform. There 
may be a new world wide famous pro-
ducer among the year eights to follow in 

the foot-
steps of 
our own ex
-student 
Paul 
Green-
grass.  

With a very entertaining evening coming 
to an end, all parents had a chance to 
review their favourite parts of the trail-
ers. This critical feedback was then used 
as evidence and put towards our Bronze 
Art Awards, which we have been work-
ing on in years 7 and 8. A large number 
of the year group then passed their 
Bronze award, partly due to the hard 
work and professional approach to this 
project.  

Thomas Fullager 8D 

YEAR 8 FILM TRAILER PREMIERES 
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During curric-
ulum devel-
opment 
week, Year 13 
English stu-
dents visited 

the Imperial War Museum; our 
aim was to try and understand 
what it meant to be alive in a na-
tion at war in 1914. The day start-
ed with a long train journey to 
Waterloo East and a quick stroll 
across to the magnificent Imperial 
War Museum building. Once we 
arrived at the museum we were 
briefed on the day’s activities and 
then headed for our first exhibi-
tion of the day, the World War 
One exhibition. The exhibition 
gave us a strong sense of the liv-
ing conditions of those both at 

war and then those at home. 
Walking through replica trenches 
gave us a deep emotional under-
standing as to what it must have 
felt like to have been on the front-
line during the war. After this, we 
were allowed to go and see other 
exhibits, with many of us deciding 
to visit the Holocaust Memorial 
exhibition. This exhibition truly 
had the biggest impact upon us all 
as it explicitly showed the way in 
which the victims were treated by 
their captors.  After an intense 
morning we broke for lunch. 
Many of us on the trip decided to 
buy cake from the museum’s can-
teen, with Rob Tucker taking full 
advantage of the patisseries on 
offer; although he did complain 
that the chocolate cake was over 

proofed! Once lunch was over and 
we had all finished wiping the 
cake from our faces we headed 
towards the final exhibition of the 
day, the Truth and Memory exhi-
bition. This exhibit showed art-
work from times of war and al-
lowed us to explore several differ-
ent experiences of wartime 
through different artistic pieces.  
 
Harun Dookhit 
UC1 

IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM 

There will be more about Curricu-

lum Development Week activities in 

the next newsletter. 



Upon arrival by coach outside the Houses of 
Parliament, or the Palace of Westminster as it 
is formally known, the architectural beauty of 
the exterior of the building immediately 
caught my attention. Slotted seamlessly be-
tween two colossal towers, the building is 
truly worthy of housing the significant 
matters that go on within. After passing 
through security we were assigned a tour 
guide to lead us through the labyrinth of over 
a thousand rooms and halls. The first room of 
which we entered was the Member’s Lobby, 
where MPs gather before a scheduled 
meeting. The lobby could easily serve as a 
museum due to its priceless contents. It is 
lined with large paintings and statues of noto-
rious Prime Ministers such as Churchill and 
Thatcher as well as Churchill’s Arch, a memo-

rial to the bomb damage done to the Houses 
in World War 2.  

We had arrived just in time to experience the 
House of Commons, which was due to be 
closed to the public so that the Deputy Prime 
minister’s questions could proceed. The 
chamber itself seemed miniscule compared 
to preconceptions. The attention to detail 
within the chamber is simply stunning. Every-
thing from the colour of the books to the 
dimensions of the room is deliberate. Even 
the lack of seats, too few for one per MP, is 
supposedly by design. Almost as grand as the 
chamber itself is the number of traditions 
that MPs must adhere to before a meeting 
can begin. One such tradition is the compul-
sory requirement of a ceremonial mace, 
which much be present in the chamber for 
MPs to lawfully meet.  

Once we had left the Commons, we made the 
brief journey down a large corridor to the 
House of Lords. Unlike the Commons, which 
was created too small to advocate debate, 
the House of Lords was relatively large and 
spacious. Whilst waiting in one of the lobbies 
leading into the chamber, we were given a 
rare insight into the role of a Lord, by Lord 
Philips of Sudbury. He discussed with us his 

particular route into Parliament, through 
being a solicitor, as well as commenting on 
the poor youth turnouts at the last general 
election and several referendums since then.  
The most impressive aspect of the Chamber 
was the Royal Throne; a gold plated structure 
reserved only for the Queen when she 
attends. 

 The last place we visited, within the Houses 
of Parliament, was Westminster Hall. The 
only place that had survived a fire, which 
destroyed the majority of the original build-
ing, Westminster Hall was rife with history. 
Everything from the trial of Charles I to Henry 
VIII’s tennis games had occurred within the 
hall and yet it is still used today for speakers 
to address large crowds. Westminster Hall, as 
well as the rest of the Palace, serves as a 
prime example of how tradition remains mas-
sively influential in modern politics and how 
traditions, such as those mentioned, can have 
such a large impact on the lives of the British 
public. 

Luke Horsfield UC2 

GOVERNMENT & POLITICS TRIP TO HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT 
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This year’s Shakespeare performance is 
The Comedy of Errors.  It is the shortest 
play Shakespeare ever wrote and yet it 
has been made even shorter. The origi-
nal performance was two hours long and 
now it is only 30 minutes! It was original-
ly performed on Broadway in 1879 fea-
turing Stuart Robson and William Crane. 
 
The performance is not being performed 
at the School however:  Gravesend 
Grammar School is to perform at the 
Woodville Halls, a professional theatre 

close to the School. 
 
You have a chance to see The Comedy of 
Errors performed by students from all 
years at Gravesend Grammar School as 
well as two other schools performing 
their plays.  Tickets prices are available 
on the Woodville halls website: https://
woodville.seatlive.com/Online/
mapSelect.asp 
 
We have been working at the Woodville halls 
with the staff on The Comedy of Errors along 

with another school doing their performance 
to try to help them with theirs and improve 
our own. 
 
This year the tech crew are working on both 
marketing (posters and letters etc. and each of 
their roles (lighting, sound and prompt/hands).  
Some of the posters you will have already seen 
around the school. 
 
Brett Kitchener 9T 

THE COMEDY OF ERRORS 

For the last year I have enjoyed my role as a UK-German Youth Ambassador. In this role I wanted to spread knowledge about 
Germany and German culture to a variety of people including those at German club, German classes and in a local primary 
school.  

It's great to see how enthusiastic everyone's been about German and German culture! If you are interested in learning Ger-
man/about Germany, come to German club every Friday break time in room 320 (it's more fun than it sounds, promise). 

The UK-German Connection programme culminated in a exciting seminar in Berlin where I met with other Youth Ambassadors 
from the UK and Germany.  I would like to thank Mrs Chitty at St Botolph's school for allowing Sixth Form German students to 
teach her Year 6s, as well as Miss Lewis for her support.  

Alex Chitty, Year 13, will take over the role this year and I am certain he will be an amazing Youth Ambassador! 

Ryan Harris 
Y13 Leaver 

https://woodville.seatlive.com/Online/mapSelect.asp
https://woodville.seatlive.com/Online/mapSelect.asp
https://woodville.seatlive.com/Online/mapSelect.asp


Starting a new school can be a daunting experience for most but starting a new school in a new country and not speaking the 
language must be the most daunting thing of all.  Sarai Rodríguez Jiminez joined us in September in exactly this position.  Dan 
Fullager interviewed her and here is her story….so far... 

GET GRAVESHAM READING 

WITH CHEMISTRY GOO! 
What has Chemistry goo got to do with 
Get Gravesham Reading?  At first glance, 
you may say…not much.  However, as 
part of the Get Gravesham Reading local 
initiative the hope is that children will 
realise the importance of literacy in eve-
ry aspect of their life.  By improving their 
literacy, they will improve their life op-
portunities and raise and realise their 
aspirations.   

As part of the initiative, a Get Gravesham 
Reading event is run with a whole host of 
reading based activities, and this is 
where chemistry comes in.  On Saturday 
18th October, a group of our Year 13 
chemistry students attended the event 
hosted at NTC, based on a Halloween 
theme.  As part of the event, they helped 
those attending to make coloured goo 
and slime from simple household items!  
The students were excellent role models 
for those attending and helped to raise 
the profile of reading whilst also having 
fun!   The fact that the students were 

willing to give up their time was greatly 
appreciated, particularly because they 
were given very little notice.  In addition, 
so positive was the response to the 
event, that those attending requested 
another event in the run up to Christ-
mas.  My special thanks go to Charlie 
Collier, Sundeep Rathore and Tresanay 
Torto-Doku who attended the event and 
became “goo experts” by the end of the 
afternoon! 

EMC 

In July the English Department entered 
a group of budding writers into a won-
derful poetry competition called ‘War of  
Words: Caught in the Crossfire’. 
The idea behind this initiative was to 
encourage more young people to write 
and improve their literary skills and 
techniques. This challenge was wel-
comed by of all us with open arms and 
we set to work on each of our poems 
immediately. 
We had to base our poems around the 
theme of conflict (as you may have 
guessed from the title!). This could 
range from heart wrenching tales of 
bullying to the abysmal atrocities of 

front line combat. As a group we rumi-
nated for a while on common ideas that 
people might have when they think of 
conflict. After this we each chose how 
we wanted to tackle the task in hand 
and we set out on the meticulous job of 
planning and then writing. 
The completed works were sent to the 
publisher running the competition and 
all that was left for us to do was wait. 
Three months later the Young Writers 
who had entered the competition from 
our school were greeted with the amaz-
ing news that all of our poems had been 
published in a beautiful book! We are all 
grateful for the opportunity to develop 

our literary skills through participating in 
this competition. It’s great to see our 
work in print! 
Seán Joseph 9S 

YOUNG WRITERS: WAR OF WORDS 
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BIENVENIDO! 
Gravesend Grammar School is no 
stranger to accolades but it can now be 
celebrated as a truly international school 
as this year’s Year 12s have been joined 
by Spaniard Sarai Rodríguez Jiminez. 
Originating from Murcia, on the South 
East coast of Spain, Sarai and her family 
have moved to England, and in particular 
Gravesend, because her father has set 
up a business here. 

Naturally, Sarai was initially scared of the 
move to England for numerous reasons, 
a few being the transition from one cul-
ture to a completely new one, the lan-
guage barrier and studying at a predomi-
nantly boys school which is not only 
quite daunting but is another new expe-
rience for Sarai. To further add to her 
anxiety, Sarai started off the year not 
knowing anyone with all of her friends 
back in Murcia but immediately made 

some new friends. It is however fair to 
say that, amongst the backdrop of 
change, Sarai’s English has improved 
massively since she first moved here and 
this could be put down to the fact that 
she spends nearly all of her time with 
other English people which helps to pick 
up the language a lot more easily espe-
cially because it is used all the time. 

Whilst back in Spain Sarai would have 
been studying eleven subjects, here she 
is studying three which is a massive 
difference. Sarai studies Art and Business 
Studies because, firstly, she enjoys them 
and, secondly, she aspires to become 
either a fashion designer or fashion man-
ager hoping to study at a university in 
America. Sarai also tells me that she is 
‘studying’ Spanish but I think everyone 
would find it hard to believe that she 
needs to actually ‘study’ Spanish. 

Obviously, there are considerable differ-
ences between Spain and England; the 
culture and climate being the first that 
spring to mind, however, Sarai has 
adapted to the new culture, enjoying 
popular British foods such as fish and 
chips, but she has also continued with 
Spanish traditions as well. Sarai firmly 
believes that the people in Spain are 
generally friendlier but ultimately the 
whole experience of living in England has 
opened her mind. 

I hope that Sarai enjoys her time at 

Gravesend Grammar School and that she 

is made welcome by students and staff 

members alike. 

Dan Fullager  UD1 



MATHS CHALLENGE 
WHAT YOU SAY IS WHAT YOU GET! 

Find the next two lines in this se-
quence: 
1 
11 
21 
1211 
111221 
312211 
 
Answer on back page 

Email 
08howeswatsonh@gravesendgrammar.eu 

now to get involved 

As the UCAS deadline approaches, 
the year 13s are beginning to 
shortlist which universities they 
will be applying to in the near fu-
ture. University open days are a 
fantastic opportunity to find out 
what it's like to be on a university 
campus and most importantly – to 
help you make a decision on your 
short list. The open days are sup-
posed to show you what life is like 
at university and you should have 
the opportunity to speak to stu-
dents and hear from them what 
you will soon be discovering your-
self – what it’s like to be a stu-
dent.  
 
Last weekend, my parents 
dragged me out of bed at 5am for 
a long drive to my first university 
open day. Thankfully avoiding 
traffic, we arrived at the Universi-
ty of Liverpool where we were 
greeted with welcoming smiles 
and loud music. The atmosphere 
was great (even at 9am) and the 
enthusiasm of the students and 

teachers was contagious. There 
were lines and lines of stalls upon 
stalls run by people handing out 
information about their society or 
club, lectures on your chosen sub-
ject(s) to visit, campus tours and 
so much more. On the same day, 
we made our way to Leeds and to 
me, the difference was astound-
ing. What I’ve discovered with 
university open days is, it’s not 
just about what you see and do – 
but primarily how you feel. First 
impressions of Leeds were not 
what I had imagined and I knew 
immediately that I just couldn’t 
see myself there, which is what 
open days are all about – if you 
know, then you know. I had the 
same experience one week later 
when I visited the University of 
Newcastle, which I absolutely 
loved, compared to the University 
of Surrey. Both Universities had 
beautiful campuses located in 
beautiful parts of the country and 
they weren’t actually too dissimi-
lar, yet Surrey just did not work 

for me. It’s obviously down to per-
sonal opinion and again, how you 
feel when you first enter and of 
course how optimistic you feel 
about the requirements of the 
University as a whole. It is okay to 
feel as though you’ve wasted a 4 
hour journey on a University that 
disappointed you and it is okay to 
feel as though the University that 
seemed perfect on paper is actu-
ally not quite what you wanted or 
expected – that is what it is all 
about. Whether or not you are 
planning on staying in the Univer-
sity halls, this decision will deter-
mine where you spend the next 3 
years of your life once you finish 
your final year of school educa-
tion. So, allow yourself to dislike a 
university that took you 10 hours 
to get to, and allow yourself to 
love a university that you only 
checked out by chance. Be open 
to all potential options and good 
luck for next year! 

 
Laura Hobson US2 

UNIVERSITY VISITS ...A MESSAGE FOR YEAR 12 
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CLUBS & CLINICS 
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 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 
 BREAKFAST 

07:50—08:25 
BREAKFAST 

07:50—08:25 
BREAKFAST 

07:50—08:25 
BREAKFAST 

07:50—08:25 
BREAKFAST 

07:50—08:25 

B
reak 

    DER DEUTSCHE KLUB 
Room 320 

10:35—11:00  
All years 

Lu
n

ch
ti

m
e 

RECORDERS 
Room 320 

13:20—13:45 

RECORDERS 
Room 320 

13:20—13:45 

 SAMBA DRUMMING 
Music Hut 

13:15—13:45 

 

THE SINGERS 
Music Hut 

13:15—13:45 

GUITAR CLUB 
Music Hut 

13:15—13:45 

   

MATHS CLINIC 
Room 317 

13:00—14:15 

MATHS CLINIC 
Room 317 

13:00—14:15 

 MATHS CLINIC 
Room 317 

13:00—14:15 

 

 GAMES CLUB 
Room 114 

13:00—14:15 
All years 

   

CHAMBER ORCHESTRA 
Music Hut 

15:15—16:45 

MUSIC & SONG WRITING 
Week 1 only 

Room 201 
15:15—116:45 

SENIOR BAND 
Music Hut 

15:15—16:45 
Years 9-13 

JUNIOR BAND 
Music Hut 

15:15—16:45 
Years 7-8 

 

A
ft

er Sch
o

o
l 

 MUSIC & STAGE TECH 
Week 2 only 

Music Hut 
15:15—16:45 

YOUNG WRITERS’ CLUB 
Room 201 

15:15—16:15 
Years 7-10 

  

ART CLUB 
Room 210 

15:15—16:30 
All years 

ART CLUB 
Room 210 

15:15—16:30 
All years 

ART CLUB 
Room 210 

15:15—16:30 
All years 

ART CLUB 
Room 210 

15:15—16:30 
All years 

 

 BUSINESS CLINIC 
Room 202 

15:15—16:15 

WARHAMMER 
Room 320 

15:15—16:45 
All years 

GGS DEBATING SOCIETY 
Room 114 

15:15—16:30 
All years 

 

  ECONOMICS CLINIC 
Room 209 

15:15—16:15 

COMPUTING 
Room 326 

15:15—16:45 
Year 13 

HOMEWORK CLUB 

BADMINTON (SQUAD) 
15:15—17:00 

All years 

RUGBY 
15:30—16:45  
(+ Saturdays) 

Y7-8 and Y11-13 

ATHLETIC FITNESS 
15:15—16:45 

Years 7-10 

RUGBY 
15:15– 16:45 
Years 9—13 

 

FITNESS SKILLS 
13:40—15:15 

Years 7-10 

TENNIS 
15:15: 16:45 

All years 

COMPUTING 
Room 326 

15:15—16:45 
Y13 

SENIOR RUGBY 
15:15—16:45 
Years 11-13 

TABLE TENNIS 
15:15—16:45 
Years 7—10 

BADMINTON 
13:30—15:15 

All years 

HOCKEY 
15:15—16:45 

All years 

DUNGEONS & DRAGONS 
Room 320 

15:15—16:45 
All years 

SENIOR FOOTBALL 
15:15—16:45 
Years 11—13 

BASKETBALL 
15:15—16:45 

Years 7-8 

CRICKET 
15:30—18;)) 
Years 9-11 

FOOTBALL 
15:15—16:45 

Year 11 

BASKETBALL 
15:15—16:45 
Years 9 & 10 

HOUSE CRICKET 
15:15—16:45 

Year 7 
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School is in session for 190 of 
365 days. 

Holidays where students are 
taken out of school during term 
time are strongly discouraged. 
This is not a parental right and 
authorisation will be very lim-
ited.   Time spent catching up 
with missed work is never the 
same as time spent in the class-
room.  Your support for the 
School in this is welcomed and 
we would ask you to avoid plan-
ning holidays during term time, 
wherever possible although we 
recognise that, very occasional-
ly, this is unavoidable.   

If you have any doubt as to 
what term dates are please 
check with the School before 
booking your holiday. 

HOLIDAYS IN TERM TIME 
A great deal of time is wasted by mem-

bers of staff sorting out problems with 

mobile phones and other items such as 

MP3s, IPODs, CD players etc.  The School 

will not be responsible for these items.  

If they are confiscated from the same 

student more than once, they will not be 

returned until collected by a parent. 

Any type of mobile device is absolutely 

forbidden in the examination room, both 

for public exams and internal exams, 

across all years.   We are obliged to re-

port any instances of finding mobile 

phones to the examining boards as mal-

practice (cheating).  The School will en-

force this rigorously.  Spot checks will be 

carried out in examination rooms. 

MOBILE PHONES, IPODS  
Access to and from school at both entranc-

es is particularly hazardous at the beginning 

and end of the day when students are being 

dropped off and picked up. 

Please help us to avoid congestion at these 

times by not coming up Church Walk to 

drop off or pick up students:  it is only a 

short walk to Rochester Road where there 

are convenient lay-byes to meet students.  

If you must drop off at school, please use 

the Turning Circle and not in front of the 

main entrance or in the top car park.  If you 

do use the Turning Circle, please note the 

new stop lines which have been installed 

for the  safety of all at the exit when turning 

into Church Walk. 

Similarly in Pine Avenue, we urge parents to 

consider our neighbours and reduce their 

speed when in Pine Avenue.  Please do not 

block the road. 

6th formers should drive through the Turn-

ing Circle and park to the left of the Sander-

son Sports Centre. They should not park in 

Pine Avenue, which can cause problems 

and inconvenience for our neighbours.  

Parking permit applications are available 

from the School Office. 

CARS 

PRIVACY NOTICE 
Data Protection Act 1998 

We, Gravesend Grammar School, are the 
Data Controller for the purposes of the 
Data Protection Act. We collect infor-
mation from you and may receive infor-
mation about you from your previous 

school and the Learning Records Service.  
Full details are available on our website: 

 www.gravesendgrammar.eu  

It is our custom to use photos of pupils 

in school publications, such as the pro-

spectus or other printed publications.  

We may also make video or webcam 

recordings for school-to-school confer-

ences, monitoring or other educational 

use.  We may be visited by the media 

who will take photographs or film foot-

age of a visiting dignitary or other high 

USE OF PHOTOGRAPHIC IMAGES OF STUDENTS 

If you have not already paid School 

Fund, please do so to the Finance 

Office as soon as possible.  

SCHOOL FUND 
Thank you to all parents who have al-

ready contributed to the School 

Fund.  Your donations are used 

to support a variety of student activities 

throughout the year and to finance 

many of the school clubs and socie-

ties. This year we are asking for pay-

ments of £20.00 for the first student 

and £15.00 for the second and subse-

quent students.  

MOVED?   

CHANGED YOUR MOBILE? 

CHANGED YOUR EMAIL? 

Easily forgotten in the throes of moving 

house but if you have changed your 

address, your telephone number, your 

mobile number, your place of employ-

ment, please do not forget to let the 

School Office know so that we can up-

date our contact records! 

To comply with the Data Protection Act 

1998, if you do not wish photographs of 

your son(s)/daughter(s) to be used in 

this way, you should notify the School in 

writing accordingly.  Please discuss this 

with your son/daughter so that they can 

withdraw from photos/filming in line 

with your wishes. 
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Please label or mark your child’s clothes 

and property whenever possible! 

 Any uniform, PE kit and bags found 

will be held by the caretakers; 

 Any valuable items will be held by the 

School Office; 

 If it is possible to identify the owner 

of an item of lost property, an email 

will be sent to the owner; 

 At the end of each term the caretak-

ers will display all unclaimed items of 

clothing. The date, place and time of 

this will be notified. 

 

Any items not claimed will be treated as 

follows: 

 Good quality uniform will be passed 

to the PTA; 

 Other good quality clothing will be 

taken to a clothes recycling bank; 

 Everything else will be thrown away. 

Valuables will be kept by the Office for 

one term before being disposed of. 

LOST PROPERTY 

We would like to take this opportunity to 

remind you of the School’s expectations 

on appearance, in addition to wearing 

the correct school uniform.  The rules 

and expectations for appearance at 

School are quite clear.   

 No jewellery of any kind, other than 

a wristwatch, should be worn. 

 Hair should be clean, tidy, its natural 

colour and of conventional style.  

Please do not come to school, espe-

cially after a School holiday, having 

just had your hair coloured or cut into 

a style which is not considered to be 

suitable.  

 The same applies to those students 

who have their ears pierced during 

holidays.  Whilst the School cannot 

object to this practice, please make 

sure that it is done early enough in 

the holiday so that the hole has 

healed and you can come to School 

without the earring in.  You will be 

asked to remove it if you arrive in 

School with it in, regardless of how 

long the ear has been pierced.  Plas-

ters to cover earrings are not per-

mitted. 

We believe that it is important that 

School is a place where students can 

learn free from the pressures of ‘fashion’ 

on the peer group to conform to a cer-

tain image. 

APPEARANCE 

INCLEMENT WEATHER 

As winter approaches, a timely reminder 

about School closure in the event of 

snow (or for any other reason). 

Firstly—please assume the School is 

OPEN. 

Secondly—check our website, 

www.gravesendgrammar.eu for any an-

nouncements.  Our website will be up-

dated frequently in the event of uncer-

tainty. 

Thirdly—listen to local radio, where an-

nouncements will be made as to wheth-

er the School is open.  KMFM, BBC Radio 

Kent and Heart FM will be notified by 

the School if it shut or intends to shut. 

You can also log on to www.kent.gov.uk/

winter for updates as to school closures 

across Kent. 

PLEASE do not attempt to phone the 

School.  As you will appreciate, the 

switchboard can become very busy dur-

ing this time.  Please contact the School 

via email where possible via equir-

ies@gravesendgrammar.eu.  We advise par-

ents to discuss contingency arrange-

ments with students if they need to get 

home earlier than usual. 

EPIPENS 
If your son or daughter carries an Epipen 

and the School has not been made aware 

of this, please contact Mrs Janet Carmo-

dy, the School Office Manager, either by 

telephone (01474 331893) or  email her 

on:      

carmodyj@gravesendgrammar.eu as 

a matter of urgency. 

Please also ensure that where we 

hold students’ spare Epipens that 

they are regularly replaced before 

their expiry dates. 
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Despite Tour having finished what seems like 
an eternity ago the memories are just as vivid 
as they ever have been. Whether it was see-
ing some of the greatest sights North America 
has to offer, brilliant team victories on the 
rugby pitch or just having a good time sur-
rounded by friends; I know that for myself 
and everyone else who experienced them 
they will live long in the memory.  

We began our tour in Toronto; a city that 
gave us our first taste of the North American 
lifestyle.  Slightly jet-lagged and still settling 
in, we travelled to Central Island where we 
captured a breathtaking view of the impres-
sive Toronto skyline which more than set the 
tone for what these great countries had to 
offer. After having just one day to settle in, 
we were thrown straight into the rugby 
against Aurora Barbarians and then Ontario 
just three days later; the latter game being 
played at Fletcher’s Field, the original home 
of Canadian Rugby. The second XV battled 
hard against a physical opponents and 
showed some real moments of class but the 
opposition proved a little too strong as their 
matches ended in defeat. The First XV too 
encountered a physical welcoming by the 
hosts, but playing some of their best rugby of 
the season saw them chalk up two command-
ing victories. However, Tour was not all about 
the rugby and we had some great experienc-
es at both the CN tower and Canada’s Won-
derland. Even just exploring the vast city pro-
vided us with some good laughs and great 
memories. However, our time in Canada was 
short and sweet, and before we knew it we 
were already off to see Uncle Sam.  

Our time in Canada wasn’t completely over 
yet as we stopped off at a destination that I 
would encourage everyone to go and see in 
their lifetime—Niagara Falls. The sheer power 

of the picturesque falls took your breath 
away and we were lucky to be able to ven-
ture right into the heart of the falls during a 
Maid of the Mist tour and exploring behind 
the falls. In a complete contrast to natural 
beauty of the falls, the town of Niagara was 
the equivalent of Blackpool on steroids; a 
tackier place would be hard to find. Whilst 
some explored and enjoyed the ‘wonders’ of 
the town, many returned to the illuminated 
falls at night to watch the firework display 
light up the entire night sky, a sight that will 
live in the memory for a long time.  

Boston was our next stop as we entered the 
USA for the first time. A city with a rich revo-
lutionary war history and a British influence 
from its colonial days, we learnt about and 
travelled its ins and outs through both a trol-
ley and a duck tour of the city. We were also 
lucky enough to visit the oldest sportsground 

in America, Fenway Park . Although American 
sport maybe a little commercial at times com-
pared to what we’re used to, it still provided 
a good spectacle and experience. After having 
a break of five days since our last game, many 
of the boys were itching to get back into the 
rugby and for our tour there could be no 
grander stage than playing in the grounds of 
Harvard University (although many of us 
were disappointed not to be playing in their 
60,000 seater stadium). It was a hot, humid 
day with the artificial ground being close to 
scorching. The second XV stepped up to the 
plate playing what was by far their best rugby 
of the tour to deliver a crushing victory, de-
spite the efforts of an “interesting” referee. 
On the contrary the first XV were sloppy and 
very slow to start, but once we got going 
there was no going back as our high tempo 
style proved too much for the opposition. 

From here 
we moved 
onto one 
of, if not 
the most 
iconic city 
in the 
world, New 
York City. 
The colos-
sal size and 
population 
of it was a 
lot to take 
in at first, 
but it gave 
way to 
provide us 

with some of the best memories of the tour. 
We started with a circle line tour around the 
city which gave us an idea of the vastness of 
the city; something that I could never do 
justice on paper. Over the following days we 
hit the tourist side of the trip hard and com-
pleted many bucket list experiences such as 
the Empire State building, the Rockefeller 

building and the 9/11 memorial; an extremely 
harrowing experience that brought silence in 
one of the busiest places on Earth. However, 
we had to cap off the tour in style and that 
meant nothing less than two victories would 
suffice. Those two victories were exactly what 
we delivered, two resounding victories that 
meant the first XV were undefeated through-
out the tour and the second XV were unde-
feated in America. It was a truly ideal manner 
to not only finish the tour but for myself and 
the other year thirteens to finish their rugby 
careers. The post-match reception was as 
welcoming and warm as it had been at the 
three other games but the added emotion 
made it a special event. The only thing left to 
do was to trial those who had been found 
wanting at the Kangaroo court, with many 
embarrassing and heinous crimes being pun-
ished. Then after 16 days of rugby, tourist 
attractions and fantastic memories we made 
the long journey back home. 

The solidarity and camaraderie united all of 
the boys on the tour and I have never felt 
such a strong togetherness within the team. 
We had some great experiences and laughs 
as a team and I could not think of a better or 
more fitting way for us Year 13s to end our 
GGS rugby playing careers. All of the tourists 
were a complete credit to the school as we 
did ourselves proud both on and off the field. 
I would like to take a final moment to thank 
all of the staff who accompanied and “looked 
after us” as without them the tour would 
never have happened.  

Gus McCarthy 

 

Results: 

First XV:                                                                                  
Second XV: 

Aurora Barbarians  5-56 GGS                                                  
Aurora Barbarians  34-14 GGS 

Ontario  12-33 GGS                                                                  
Ontario  67-10 GGS 

Boston RFC  21-33 GGS                                                          
Boston RFC  12-45 GGS 

Long Island  12-64 GGS                                                                  
Long Island  5-70 GGS 

SENIOR RUGBY TOUR—AMERICA AND CANADA 
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Nine students successfully complet-
ed their 3 day Qualifying Expedition 
for the Silver Duke of Edinburgh 
Award. They managed to impress 
their assessor despite some early set 
backs with their route planning, and 
really challenged themselves with 
some of the longest routes out of all 
the schools that were taking part in 
the Gravesham DofE Weekend. They 
successfully completed their expedi-
tion, demonstrating suitable aware-
ness of emergency procedures, first 
aid, camp craft and most important-
ly teamwork and communication in 
and around the Ashdown Forest. 

They even managed to avoid the 
rain until the very last day! 
 
We are now waiting for them to 
complete the other three sections of 
the award (volunteering, skills and 
physical) and hope that we will be 
distributing the awards at the 
Gravesham Awards Evening in 
March (no pressure boys!).  
 
A huge thanks to all the volunteers 
who helped with the training and 
supervision over the numerous 
events to get them to this stage, 
particularly Miss Maxwell and Mr 

Foster who gave up their weekend 
to staff the event. 
 
As always if anyone would like to 
volunteer to help out with the 
award, whether as supervisors, as-
sessors or volunteers, please do not 
hesitate to contact Mr Jesson or Mr 
Poon  
(jessonc@gravesendgrammar.eu 
poonk@gravesendgrammar.eu). We 
are always grateful for contributions 
of any equipment that may be of 
use. 
 
CJJ 

DoE SILVER QUALIFYING EXPEDITION 
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The annual angling tournament in the 
Thames in Gravesend ended in a tie after 
the tournament didn’t end as swimming-
ly as was expected. The annual angling 
tournament is held each year to record 
how many and what types of fish are 
within the Thames. Early in the morning 
the many fishers parked up in their cars 
next to an industrial district and headed 
down to the river front to their allotted 
section to begin their busy day. The GGS 
team was made up of five people; 
Mathew Perry, Justin Chapman, George 
Bruce, James Shonhard and Mr New-
man. We only had to walk a short way 
along the river front until we got to the 
fishing area. We set up the rods and the 
stands and got ready to start. The whis-
tle went and the rods were cast out into 
the river. To bait the rods we used live 
worms and squid. We needed a lot of 
bait due to the fact that we had three 
hooks on each line. This increased the 
chance of getting a bite and therefore 
the chances of winning. We continuously 
had to reel in and cast out the rods as 
the river kept on washing off the bait. 
This meant that we got a lot of practice 
with re-equipping the rods as well as re-
baiting them. We didn’t catch anything 
for the first half of the tournament but 
neither did the competition. 

George and Mr  Newman were the best 
at casting the rods, each of their casts 
going twenty to thirty metres out. This 

technique was perfected by practising 
and training. As the rods were drawn in 
halfway through the tournament, they 
were surprised to see a crab was hanging 
onto the line by its claws. It was un-
hooked and a couple of pictures were 
taken before it was released back into 
the sea. Almost instantly after we did 
this, a jellyfish floated up to the shore. 
We had to push it out of the way of the 
rods with a stick to make sure the hooks 
didn’t harm it. Matt Perry, who coinci-
dently had his birthday on the same day, 
left the competition early for festivities. 
Unfortunately jellyfish and crabs do not 
count as a ‘proper catch’ and so as the 
end of the tournament drew near, we 
failed to score any points.   

Once the equipment was packed up and 
hands were washed, the small concrete 
patio outside the building was full of 
fishers discussing what they had caught 
and what bait they used. A couple of 
tables lay outside with the biggest catch-
es sitting upon a tray. After a short while 
everyone headed into a big white tent in 
which we were served three excellent 
courses. Stilton and leek soup for start-
ers, followed by steak and onion pie with 
an assortment of vegetables for the 
main. And last, but definitely not least,  
there was a cheese cake drizzled in an 
extravagant raspberry sauce. Following 
this was the award ceremony where 
people who were new to the competi-

tion were given their golden badges. This 
was mostly comprised boys from London 
and girls from the Girls’ Grammar School.  

Trophies were given out for each group 
of fishers. Due to the fact that none of 
the school groups caught anything we 
were all given a trophy. The girls got first 
place, GGS got second, and the boys 
from London got third. The trophies had 
to be given out because they had the 
date on and they could not be reused for 
next year. Because we had a three way 
tie the order was decided to be the same 
as last year. Finally the metal plates say-
ing that we took part in this year’s com-
pletion were sent through the post so we 
could attach them to our fishing badges. 
We headed home with our heads held 
high, eager for next year’s competition.  

 

 Justin Chapman 11D   

FISHING—OR—THE ONE THAT GOT AWAY!  

SPORTS 

mailto:jessonc@gravesendgrammar.eu


SPORTS 
Whilst GGS students are gifted academically and in sports, many also achieve great things outside school.  Here are a few of 

our champions. 

POWERLIFTING 

Ashraf Ali, 11S, has been achieving great 
things in the powerlifting world.  Dan 
Fullager has interviewed him and writes: 

Ashraf competes in the T1 category, an 
age classification, for powerlifting. There 

are three types of powerlifting; squat, 
bench press and deadlift. At the age of 
15 Ashraf already holds eight, yes eight, 
British records in the 82.5kg and 75kg 
weight categories. At training, in the 
gym, Ashraf managed to deadlift 190kg, 
which is his unofficial personal best, but 
during the British Nationals in August he 
nearly lifted 200kg which would have 
been a World Record. Nonetheless, Ash-
raf’s official records are a 120kg squat, 
an 80kg bench press and 180kg in the 
deadlift category. 

Not only does Ashraf hold the eight 
British records but he also qualified for 
the Nationals by winning the Regional 
Championships in March.  Ashraf then 

went on to win the National Champion-
ships exceeding all other competitors in 
the teen RAW category, even beating 
people up to the age of 20.  By winning 
the National Championships, Ashraf has 
qualified for the World Championships 
that are coming up in November in Flori-
da and the European Championships in 
2015. 

It is fair to say that there is a real talent 
in Ashraf that is here to stay. The whole 
school wishes Ashraf good luck in both 
the forthcoming World and European 
Championships. 

MOUNTAIN BIKING 
Luke Mitchie, 10C, has been selected to compete at the 

British Cycling’s Inter-Regional Mountain Bike Cycling 

Championships, hosted at the 2012 Olympic course in 

Hadleigh, Essex. 

GOLF 
Over the weekend of 4th and 5th October 
Jessica Murray, 12UD2, was one of six 
under-18s to be chosen by England Golf 
to be a part of the Southern Region Se-
lection Weekend. This was hosted at 
Goodwood Golf Club where the players 
were put through their paces competing 
in a number of skills activities as well as 
two stroke play competitions. Selection 

was based upon the accumulation of 
scores from the challenges and competi-
tions in addition to a job-like interview.  

Jessica was one of four players who were 
successful over the weekend being ac-
cepted into England’s South Region 
squad, with a limit of 40 players across 
the whole country. All of this was done 
to gain a place on the Advanced Appren-

ticeship in Sporting Excellence scheme 
(AASE) which is a two year programme 
that includes specialist coaching and 
matches at the end of which players gain 
an AASE qualification and the prospect 
of representing England. The induction 
to the programme begins on 1st Novem-
ber. 

Dan Fullager 

TAEKWONDO 

Cameron Fraser, 10C, has been selected to compete at the 

Taekwon-do Commonwealth Championships at the end of 

October in Edinburgh. 
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SHOOTING 
Out of 420 cadets from New Zealand, Australia, South Africa and Canada as well as the UK, Maggie Platt 13US2 

came 32nd overall in shooting for the ACF, having made the Cadet 100. 

On Saturday 18 October we set off for Butlins at Bognor Regis for the weekend, to take part in The Great British Championships 
2014 for Irish Dancing.  We were both dancing in a Mixed Ceili (Henry in the under 15s and Jamie in the Under 12s) which is 
basically a group of 8 (4 boys and 4 girls) dancing a set routine.  We are marked for our foot work, arms (which have to be kept 
straight by our sides) and positioning - just think of River Dance and you get the idea!  We all danced exceptionally well and 
came away with medals …. 

Henry (8H) and Jamie (7H) Cross 

IRISH DANCING 



SWIMMING 

Rhys Bonnell, 8F, has been selected to 
represent Great Britain at the World 
Transplant Games being held next sum-
mer in Argentina.  An incredible achieve-
ment for someone who has had a heart 
transplant. 
 
On Wednesday, 3rd July, 12 of our stu-
dents represented the School at the Bor-

ough Swimming Championships at Cyg-
nets Pool.   
 
We had four senior swimmers – Jacob 
West (12UC3), Ankush Rajput (11T), 
Eoghan Hunt (10S) and Jack Todd (10H).  
In the Years 10+ 50m freestyle all four 
competed with Jacob coming 2nd, Jack 
3rd, Ankush 4th and Eoghan 5th.  

They then swam in the 4 x 50m freestyle 
relay which they won!  
In the final event of the night, 200m 
freestyle, we only had one swimmer, 
Eoghan, and he came 4th.  
Not only did they swim well, they be-
haved impeccably on poolside too. 
JLW 

GGS SPORTS  

House Sport was once again a success 
last year (2013/2014) with students ex-
periencing competitive fixtures against 
other Houses across a range of activities. 
We award the House Sport Champions 
title to the most successful House across 
the academic year in Years 7, 8, 9 and 10. 
This then leads to an overall House Sport 
Champion across the whole school. All 
years are involved in some way in these 
competitions with Year 12 competing in 
Sports Day and the Year 11s in House 
Rugby. The final positions used all House 
competitions that each year group was 
involved to get a final standing. Points 

were then awarded for each position and 
then added together to get a final whole 
school standing. As Fleet House were 
only in Year 7/8 an average placement 
score has been used. 
It was great to see the passion that our 
students displayed when performing for 
their House!!! 
The winners for the school year 
2013/2014 were as follows; 
Year 7 
1st – School/2nd – Hill/3rd – Fleet/4th – 
Cliff/5th – Downs/6th – Town 
Year 8 
1st – Hill/2nd – School/3rd – Downs/4th – 

Cliff/5th – Town/6th – Fleet 
Year 9 
1st – Hill/2nd – Town/3rd – Cliff/4th – 
School/5th – Downs 
Year 10 
1st – Cliff/2nd – Town/3rd – Downs/4th – 
School/5th – Hill 
Overall 
1st – Hill (38pts) 
2nd – School (34pts) 
3rd – Cliff (32pts) 
4th – Town (26pts) 
5th – Downs (24pts) 
6th – Fleet (20pts) 

HOUSE SPORT 

Gravesend have had a successful start to 
the new season winning their opening 
three matches. The U15 started their 
season with a win over Kings Rochester 
58 – 5.  

Next match was in the NatWest national 
cup match V Wilmington Grammar de-
spite making a slow start Gravesend 
Grammar eventually winning 45 – 0. The 
next match in the NatWest cup is against 

tough opposition and last year’s Semi 
Finalist Whitgift.  

The U15 have also beat Kent college with 
a stunning 54 -0 victory, which has really 
shown how far the team have come in 
the previous six months. 

George Bruce (10C) currently leads the 
points tally with a total 49 points with 
Johnny Hunt (10H) scoring the most 

tries with a total of six. 

The pupils should be proud of their 
efforts so far this season but should not 
be under any illusions that the season is 
going to be an easy one. With fixtures 
against Dartford Grammar, Campion, 
Saint Jo’s Ipswich and Rochester Maths 
to come players must remain committed 
to training and work hard for the next 
couple of months for positive results.  

U15 RUGBY 

Welcome back!!! 
 
As we have started our new school 
year our extra-curricular sports pro-
gramme has already begun. We offer 
a huge range of sporting activities for 
all year groups every night after 
school. It has been fantastic to see so 
many students out already and I look 
forward to seeing more over the 
coming weeks. 

We have had a successful start to the 
year with heavy wins against Colfes 
School at Rugby and our U16 Football 
team demolishing Bexley GS 11 -1 in 
the 1st round of the National Schools 
Cup. We have seen numbers increase 
at Hockey (Monday after school) and 
we are now able to offer Basketball 
to Years 7, 8, 9 and 10. 
To keep up to date with all things PE, 
please go to 

pe.gravesendgrammar.eu, our new 
department website, which has infor-
mation on curriculum PE, fixtures, 
news, Opposition school locations 
and which members of staff are re-
sponsible for which teams. This is of 
course a site which will be updated 
and can change so please check it 
regularly. 
 
SAB 

START OF THE NEW YEAR 
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TERM 2 03 November 2014 19 December 2014 

TERM 3 
05 January 2015 

13 February 2015 

12 February 2015 

Staff Development Day 

TERM 4 23 February 2015 02 April 2015 

TERM 5 
 20 April 2015 

(04 May 2015)  

22 May 2015 

(May Bank Holiday) 

TERM 6 

01 June 2015 

(06 July 2015) 

20 & 21 July 2015 

17 July 2015 

(CDW) 

Staff Development Days 

Academic Year 2014/2015 
Answer to: What you say is what you get! 
This sequence is a case of say what you see.  The first line has one 1 (ie 11).  The second line has two 1s (ie 21), The third line has 
one 2 and one 1 (ie 1211).  The fourth line has one 1, one 2 and two 1s (ie 111221), the fifth line has three 1s, two 2s and one 1 (ie 
312211).  The sixth line has one 3, one 1, two 2s and two 1s, so the seventh line will be 13112221.  The seventh lines has one 1, 
one 3, two 1s, three 2s and one 1, so the eighth line will be 1113213211. 

250 Club—September 2014  
1st - No 176 - £169.12  (School staff member, recent 2nd prize winner too!) 
2nd - No 348 - £92.25  (Brand new Y7 member!!) 
3rd - No 80 - £46.13  (Member since 2011)  

Christmas 
The PTA are already planning for our Christmas Draw and would like to tap into the generosity previously shown by our par-
ents. If you have your own company or work for a generous employer we would like to know if you could secure a nice prize 
for us to include in the draw. You can contact us as always through pta@gravesendgrammar.eu . Thank you.  
  
250 Club 
The 250 Club is run by the PTA to raise funds to help with the running costs of the  School’s minibus.  All families are welcome 
to join and be in with a chance of winning one of 3 cash prizes ranging from £40 up to £160 each month!  Through the 250 Club 
we donate over £3000 annually to the School.  All it costs is £2.50 per month.  For more details please contact us at 
ggs250club@hotmail.com 
  
Uniform 
Thank you to everyone who has kindly donated good quality, clean uniform their son has out grown. Stocks are looking good at 
the moment for the smaller sizes, but we would appreciate larger sizes suitable for years 9 to 11 .... If you want to place an 
order, either click on the link on the GGS website or email ggsuniform@hotmail.com ... Thank you!  

PTA NEWS 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Friday, 24th October End of Term 1 
Monday, 3rd November  START OF TERM 2 (WEEK 1) 
Wednesday, 5th November Comedy of Errors at the Woodville Halls 
Tuesday, 25th November Year 13 Consultation 15:30 
Wednesday, 3rd December Colours Awards 
Thursday, 11th December Big Gig I 
Tuesday, 16th December Carol Service at St George’s Church 
Friday, 19th December END OF TERM 2 
Monday, 5th January 2015 START OF TERM 3 (WEEK 2) 
Thursday, 15th January Year 12 Consultation 15:30 
Thursday, 22nd January Year 11 6th form Information Evening 
Wednesday, 28th January Year 11 Consultation 15:30 
Wednesday, 11th February Y8 Options Evening 19:00 
Thursday, 12th February END OF TERM 3 
Monday, 23rd February START OF TERM 4 (WEEK 2) 

mailto:pta@gravesendgrammar.eu
mailto:ggs250club@hotmail.com
mailto:ggsuniform@hotmail.com

